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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 28th December observes that the defence 
Makes ocheervations jn ™ade by Mr. Stanhope and Sir Stafford Northcote of 
connection with the defence the Premier’s foreign policy has only its 
of the English Cabinet by weakness. The former observed that there was no 
ee eee cause for alarm in regard to the condition of the 

oo ; - Indian finances, and that no iety need be enter- 
tained about the events which are occurring in Afghanistan. The British army 
there is doing its work splendidly. But in these utterances there is a look of 
insincerity which can never go undetected. The allusion to the Indian 
finances 1s meant to be re-assuring. Itis said there is no cause for further 
alarm. This is true: for, the condition of the finances is so bad that it can 
hardly become worse. Sir Stafford Northcote has unsuccessfully challenged the 
‘truth of Mr. Gladstone's assertions and comparisons. Before the commencement 
of the Afghan difficulty, everybody believed that, in spite of all that was said 
about a scientifie frontier, the Government were resolved to throw off their mask 
of a non-intervention policy, and to annex Afghanistan. This belief was 
strengthened by the semi-official speeches of Dr. Hunter at Edinburgh. But 
the critical position of General Roberts compelled the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to say that the poliey of Great Britain is merely a policy of defence. But it 
is @ policy which has demolished the Afghan power in the attempt to secure a 
scientific frontier, and it has now been discovered that the frontier can be best 
preserved and secured from foreign aggression by resuscitating it. Sir Stafford 
Northcote also said that the subsequent events have not affected the principles of 
the treaty contracted at Gundamuck. But how can they remain in force when 
the position of the parties between whom it was concluded is thoroughly altered ? 
Yakub Khan is a close prisoner in India, and Sir Frederick Roberts has not the 
power to enforce its provisions with any recognised Chief. 


The same, in another leader headed ‘“‘ The Mohorum,” gives a short history 

Mal ae Pd wa seh and — Joy “_ this = 
tion wi fia = as passed off peaceably. mong other | 
aa : remarks it contains the following seevaina :—‘* The 
stories of Ali and of Hoosain ought to be forgotten. We do not mean to cast 
aspersions on their truth, for, barring the superstitious exaggerations of 
later times, they are in a way historical. But it must be remembered on 
the other hand that Ali was not Mahomet; no more was Hoosain. The 
relationship of either or of both to the Prophet cannot be claimed as a proof of 
their sanctity. From all accounts they did their best to lead unholy lives, to 
stir up feuds and estrange tho hearts of the faithful from one another; and yet 
for saints of such doubtful sanctity the sensible Mahomedans of to-day are 
willing to forget their comnion religion and brotherhood, and to cherish 

mutyal hatred, thus furnishing 3 subject for laughter to the sceptical infidels,” 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 29th December says that 
aboyt three years it was ruled, that vernacular 
Complains that certainrales gchogl-masters wished been empluyed before 1865 
Paso itt, Teference to the and who had not received their education at a 
© vernacular achookmastn, training college, should be allowed certain stated 
masters ¢ =f ego 
have not been carried out. | inereases of pay on a report from the Deputy Kdu- 
cational Inspector that their schools were in a satis- 
factory condition. Notwithstanding that a considerable time has elapsed since 
the publication of this regulation unfortunately no action has been taken, 
although there are several school-masters who have fulfilled all the requirements 
which were wanted. It js strange that while the rules for granting allowances 
to masters trained in the training colleges continue in force, those 
simultaneously with reference to the granting of increased pay to school-masters 
not so educated should not be carried out. It is to be hoped that the Director 
of Public Instruction will attend to this matter. : 
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The same, in its issue of the lst January, in a leading article gives an 

boa ..., abstract of the report of the Registration Department 

one that the = . for 1878-79 and-the principal comments contained in 

ee eee Resolution thereon, 
eapporting. vernment ution on, and observes that 
_ upon the whole the financial position of this 

ment has improved, as compared with its condition during the year previous. 

The improvement, however, does not promise to be permanent. y State 

department which is not self-supporting is a useless encumbrance on the tax-pay- 

ing community, and therefore every effort should be made to keep its expenditure 

within its income. If the office of the Registrar General is abo j and the 

work which is at present done by him is entrusted to the Collectors of districts, 

an important. saving will be the result, and the measure will prove of great 
ultimate benefit to the ryots. 


The same in another article alludes to the nomination of Mr. Sorabji Padamji 
‘alii to the ora Civil Service of bo Presidency, and 

, Makes conmec- observes that the appointment of thi tleman will 
Le writhe Ov Service” increase the importance of the community to which he 
| belongs, and will give encouragement to others of his 

race. This is undoubtedly satisfactory, but at the same time we cannot understand, 
says the Dnydn Prakdsh, why some young man from the Hindu community 
should not have been selected. ‘Two or three appointments would not have been 
too much for this Presidency. Government could have: easily found some 


Bréhman possessing the requisite qualifications. 


The Suryodaya (6) of the 29th December, in an article on 
says that although the position of 
a Cabul may be somewhat us, yet there can be 
et - doubt Ee ae — oe 2 succeed in 
getting the u t is stated that e tribes are acting in 
Sasa’ as in 1841 , and their united opposition will undoubtedly cause some 
little trouble to the British Government. To subdue them it will not be enough 
to increase the English army in Afghanistan, but the forces at Peshawar and on 
the frontier must be augmented in order to present a bold front to the Afghans. 
If these. are not adopted, the disturbances might eventually affect 
Cawnpur and Hyderabad. Should this unfortunately come to pass, the occasion 
might prove opportune for Russia to commence her intrigues in India. The 
Afghans are not likely to disperse quietly after the surrender of their king like 
the Zulus. Whichever political party is in power in Parliament, it is the duty 
of d to take the utmost precautions for the protection of India. In 
conclusion the Suryodaya says that there is at present no danger of Russian 
aggression. Her finances are in an utterly disorganised condition, and, besides, 
the Czar and his son are at feud with each other. The inhabitants of Russia 
are also striving their utmost to obtain the reins of power. While this confusion 
prevails, it seems absurd ‘ imagine that Russia will attempt to meddle in the 
affairs of Afghanistan or India. At the same time the British Government should 
be on thealert, and should keep a strict watch on its foes. 


The Mahdrashtra Mitra (7) of the 25th December says that the selection 
nee 4 zeeres for me EE of the Rajkumar 
lishment (College was ve ortunate. It is an insignificant 

of Hiejkumer a lace, and aides very unhealthy. -Even Mr. Chester 
hten, who is never tired of singing the praises 
of the institution over which he presides, complains of the unhealthiness of 
Rajcote. The illness of the Maharaja of Kolh4pur, which it is said was contracted 
at that station, shows that his removal from Kolhdpur was ill-jadged and unfor- 
tunate. Under these circumstances we would says the Mahdrashtra 


han affairs, 
Roberts at 


suggest, 
Mitra, to His Excellency Sir Richard Temple the advisability of establishing a 
college in some healthy locality like Mahdbaleshvar, aye or Purandhar, 
for the education of the young princes of this Presidency. The choice of such 
a sanitarium will enable the Governor of Bombay, during his annual flight to 
these stations, to judge gros! of the true state of the institution, which is 
now known only through the medjum of an annual report, 
2mP3—1 [oon 656) 
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"The Bodha Sudhdkar (8) of the 24th December, in a communicated article, 


says that the revenue administration of this Presi 
Makes remarks in connec- 18 undergoing ing changes at the hands of the 
tion with certain orders issued t Governor. e greater portion of these 
by the jvllector, of Sétére changes have been embodied in Act No. V of 1879, 
i The people, however, have not had sufficient time to — 
| - make themselves acquainted with these changes. 
The classes ot Maprecnne by the Revenue Code are the occupants of Govern- 
ment lands and the tenants and proprietors of alienated lands. The modifica- 
tions contemplated in of alienated lands are such as to create doubts in 
the minds of superior holders as to the exact nature of their rights. It is, 
therefore, necessary that the District Collector—the fountain head of authority 
in revenue matters—should be kept informed of the grievances of the landed 
classes, in order that their vital interests may not be interfered with by the 
subordinate revenue officers. Of late orders have been issued to the téluka 
authorities to give effect to the provisions of section 85 of the Land Revenue 
Code, and a circular has been issued to all the village accountants to that effect. 
The circular in question contains the translation of that section in the venacular 
without any reference to the other sections of the Code, which have a bearing 
on the subject. ‘This defect has put so much wind in the heads of the village 
patels and kulkarnis that they have begun to imagine that they possess unlimited 
powers with to alienated lands. The first clause of section 85 says that 
the superior holder shall receive his dues through the v1 officers, but the 
section does not specify that it shall be the duty of village officers to collect the 
rent or land revenue due to the superior holder, or that the village officers are 
responsible for the timely collection of the rents of the superior holder, as they 
are for the Government revenue. A careful consideration of clause 2 of section 
58, and clause 1 of section 85, shows that the framers of the Act intended that 
the superior holder should not receive or collect his dues from the inferior 
holders without the knowledge of the village accountant, in order to enable the 
latter to write the village accounts regularly ap anyway & The p 
of courts of justice bear ample testimony to the that, with few exceptions, 
the village officers all over the country are the very incarnation of ery, . 
intrigue and dishonesty, and it is therefore undesirable that they should be 
invested with unlimited powers in matters in which they are sometimes deeply 
interested. The writer submits the points noted above to the consideration of 
Mr. Stewart, the Collector of Sdtéra. 


The Subodha Patriké (12) of the 28th December states that there has been 
much discussion in the vernacular ne with 
. pags ag of the reference to the unfortunate illness of the Maharaja 
Maharaja of Kolh&pur. of Kolhapur, but it is to be regretted that Govern- 
: ment has yet turned a deaf ear to all suggestions 
emanating from the same source. At the same time nothing has been 
authoritatively published to show that the complaints of the Press are unfounded, 
or that no alteration is required in the treatment of the Maharaja, or that his 
health is actually improving with his present surroundings. It would seem as 
if the conduct of Government was in keeping with the new Imperial policy. 
We have also no reason to believe, says the Patrikd, that Sir Richard Temple, 
who has just returned after performing long and rapid marches in Afghan- 
istan, is likely to take instant action in the matter. All the circumstances 
seem unfavorable to the Maharaja, unless it should please God to interfere. 
Here follows an extract relating to the Maharaja from the Mahdrashtra Mitra 
(7) of the 18th December, a translation of which has been given in the last 
weekly summary. | 
The Arunodaya (13) of the 28th December, in one of its leading articles, 
gives the substance of the remarks on vernacular 
Makes remarks on certain newspapers contained in the Administration Report of 
ouaneveltons oe be geen the Bombay Presidency for 1878-79,-and observes 
Bomba : Adminiateation Re. that every one will be glad at the opinions which - 
port for 1878-79, have been expressed. At the same time we cannot 
understand, says the Arunodaya, what justification 
there is for saying that a certain class of newspapers, when writing on particular 
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a use language calculated to transgress the law. It would have been 
well if instances had been given, pointing out in what respect the language 
used had exceeded the bounds prescribed by law. Such a course would have 
been serviceable to the parties concerned for their future guidance. Before 
condemning an accused person, it is necessary to give proofs of his guilt, and it 
is yin regretted that the Government of Bombay did not act on this principle 
on this occasion. | 


The same in its local news states that it is unwilling to publish a certain 
Complains thet certain communication in extenso on account of the existence 
persons who were exempted Of the Vernacular Press Act, but merely gives the 
from the payment of the substance of it. The writer says that ns who 
license-tax have been again kent buffaloes solely for obtaining milk for domestic 
esseaned. consumption were assessed to the license-tax in 1878 ; 
but that when it was discovered subsequently by competent authorities that this 
proceeding was illegal, the practice was discontinued, and those persons were 
exempted from taxation in 1879. It is therefore to be regretted that in prepar- 
ing heir assessments. for the current year, the Mémlatdars should have again 
_ brought persons similarly circumstanced within the operation of the tax. 
Buffaloes are often kept to supply milk to the households of their owners, and 
manure for land and not for purposes of profit. 


The Kalpataru (18) of the 28th December alludes to the ramoured abolition 
___ of the Duxana Prize Committee, and observes that 
; pgs “sn ys age since its creation it has a a valuable services 
pect to Maréthi literatare. the little encouragement 
which this Committee afforded and still affords to the 
composition of works in Marathi is taken away, the publication of Marathi books 
will be a thing of the past. Besides, the sum which will be saved by the 
abolition of this Committee will be about Rs. 2,000, and it seems to be a pity for 
the sake of this trifling saving to divert funds which are devoted to so noble 
an object. We are sure, says the Kalpataru, that Government will not do. away 
with this useful institution, considering the benefits which have been derived by 
the Marathi population from its existence. | 


The Shiwdjt (27) of the 27th December, in an article on Cabul affairs, says 
ileal aad eg other things that from statements published in 

Miceps 2 = 6 London Times a short time ago, it appeared to be 
mes cena acre seats thought that it would be no easy ceather to keep the 
Afghans in subjection, and that it was the opinion of the military officers that 
the English forces should be withdrawn after placing some one on-the throne 
of Cabul. We consider this advice to have been sound, says the Shiwdji, and 
perfectly justified by subsequent events. Notwithstanding the retention of a 
large army in Afghanistan, the British Government seems anxious about its 
safety, and there is no reason to believe why the state of things should be 
different in the future. It is true that by the construction of railways into the 
heart of Afghanistan our Government may hold that country pretty well in its 
, but under difficult circumstances the usefulness of railways is extremely 
doubtful. It is easy to break up a rail road and to make it useless for the 
conveyance to c. The character of the Afghans is well known. They 
are a treacherous race. They murdered the English Envoysin 1841 and in 
1879. Although a large force is located at Cabul, they are hovering about it in 
masses and giving it an infinite amount of trouble. There is nothing to be 
gained by bringing such people under subjection. It would be better to allow 
Afghanistan to retain its independence, at the same time care should be taken 
to keep a sharp look out on the conduct of the Ameer. There is no fear of the 
Afghans making a common cause with Russia. Shere Ali became an enemy of 
the English in the belief that the Russians would support him against them ; 
but it is evident from the sequel that he was deceived, and hence the Afghans 
are not likely again to. trust the Russians. If when their feeling is such the 
British Government should restore Afghanistan to its inhabitants : they would for 
ever feel grateful to the English nation. If, however, our rulers should 
ultimately think it right to annex Afg 


hanistan, they would be keepmg a 
storehouse of gunpowder within their territory which may be ignited at any 
3NP3—1 [con 656} | | 


.s 
3 4 
ry ba: . 
> = 
“ % a 
« se - 
~ es fae a - 
C's . S 
: t= 
g* ~ 
3 
; ee 
+ 
+ aes 
’ - > +3 
i 
le er " > 
fu: a a 
a 
<* m 
— 
7 
oe ° 
5 
* > 
- 
® 
~ : 
é . - 
tire ae ae 
- » 
‘ ¥ 
> 
m4 > “ jw 
>. ” . g 
> 
: - 
> 
a- “>? 
a 
¢ 
m ‘ 
. a 
. 
~~, 
~ 
. 
" , P 
«+ 
: 
> 4 
a 
& a 
+ 
~ 
. 
7 
- 
s 
* 
" Ae ih 
= 
- - 


tag y 


> a 
. 
> 
: 
2 
rs * 
- 
- 
* 
“ > 
- 
. Pe . : 
Ps 
. 
* 
- 
PM ~~ 
a 
- 
2 ~ ; 
* 
a a . 
7 ° “ 
* 
~ ° a i« 
» . 
= . 
& > : 
hd 2 @ - ’ 
« #iaeea - 
’ , . 
» 
5 . . " 
2 
. 
‘ ° 
- 
- i £ 
.¥ a” 2 ’ 
9 : 
; 3 . 
° n : ; 
- a - ; ja ; 
¥ 7 ta heal 
* 
s - 
‘ 
. 
- 
. . 
* 
> 
; > 
? 
. 
. 
: 
4 - 
a . i . 
al n : 
: ~ 
. 2 . 
* 
if 
s > 
7 
= > 
“ , 
. 
> 
r 
> 
, 
* 
° 2 
* - 
f 
s 
* ° ; 
™ 
> ° 
al 
s 
» . 
« 
> 
: 
> 
- 
» : 
4 
4 m 
7 ° 
4 ~ . ° 
La 
. 
- 
. 
> 
: 
a 
> 
od o 


moment. Besides, to hold that country firmly im grasp, it will be necessary 
to maintain a large army of occupation there, the cost of which will utterly 
derange the finances of India. It is to be hoped that these facts will be deeply 
considered before final measures are resolved upon. - 


The Dnyén Ségar (30) of the 29th December alludes to the long and 
poe eminent services of Colonel Schneider, and observes 

gy Peaks in high terms of that his administration of Kolhépur has been very 
acids beneficial to the inhabitants of that territory. The 
| public works projected and finished during his time 

have been of universal utility, and his name will always be remembered in 
connection with them. In the discharge of his public duties, Colonel Schneider 
was invariably kind and considerate to natives, and in this respect he stands in 
advantageous contrast to the European officials, which one now meets in this 
country. To find his like, says the Dnyén Sdégar, we must go back to the early 
days of the late East India Company. This Officer is of the type of Sir John 
Malcom and Montstuart Elphinstone. It is to be hoped that higher honours 
are yet in store for him. We hope the inhabitants of Kolh4pur will subscribe 


sufficient funds to have Colonel Schneider’s portrait placed in the new library 
building at Kolhépur. 


The Gujdrat Mitra (49) of the 28th December states that the Hindu and 
omedan women of Surat wash their clothes on 
Requests the police of the landing places on the river T4pti, and then break 
tag pF sacar gg! pod the stones of the pavements by the use of wooden 
a ae the ead. clubs in the washing operation. The landing places 
have been built by charitable persons at a great cost 
for the use of the public, and it behoves the authorities to protect them from 
destruction. A similar complaint was made by the Mitra some time ago, and 
the police authorities were good enough to instruct policemen to prohibit 
washing with wooden clubs on the landing places. This objectionable practice 
has been again resumed, and it behoves the authorities to put a stop to it. 
This is the more desirable, as most persons use the water at these places for 
drinking and for household consumption generally. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (50) of the 30th December, in noticing Sir John 

_  Strachey’s recent speech in connection with the 

Bg trey — mn License-tax Amendment Bill, observesthat the Finance 
on thn Edema ion Minister simply stated that this tax cannot be very 


_ well dispensed with, and must, therefore, be 
continued ; but the Samdchdr has before this given reasons for its abolition. 


Sir John Strachey also said that the license-tax in its amended form is not an 
income-tax, as some persons imagine it to be. But the reasons given by him 
in support of this assertion are not weighty. The amended Bill is undoubtedly 
an Income-tax Bill, since the salaried classes are to be taxed at a uniform rate. 
The exemption of annual incomes below five hundred rupees from taxation in 
the case of commercial classes is really a step in the right direction, and ought 
to be hailed with joy. Sir John Strachey deserves thanks for it. He has here 
really afforded relief where it was most needed at a sacrifice of ten lacs of 
rupees. In the case of salaried classes, the Samdchdér considers that the limit 
of exemption should be raised to annual incomes of Rs. 2,400. To make up the 
deficiency which will be caused by this step, the limit of eight hundred rupees 
ea as the higest amount which will be levied under this tax, should be raised 
a little. 


The same of the 2nd January, like several other Gujardti p highly 
approves of the appointment of Mr. Sordbji Padamji 
Gs Makes remarks im connec- ¢) thé Covenanted Civil Service. The Samdchar, 
on with the recent nomina- h eer 
tion $6 the Civil Bervice. owever, regrets that two nominations should not have — 
been made as has been done in Bengal, Madras and © 
the Panjaub. The second nominee might have been a Hindu. It is to be 
hoped that the Viceroy will appoint a Hindu gentleman, who has been in the 


service of Government for some years, and has discharged his duties satisfactorily. 


a 


- A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdér (50) of the Ist Jan states 
al och ouak ec aiherd ene Ooncualaied ta ike house 


y 
talked about. The police have not been able to 
discover the stolen property. | 

A correspondent of the Jéme Jamsed (51) of the 30th December describes 
some of the mconveniences experienced 
ton of itr weighs sod Gigeront parta of India. The writer takes Bombay 
a ey t 0 i 9 writer takes Bombay 
ce as an instance in point, andobserves that the different 
weights and measures in use enable the dealers to cheat their customers. 
Government is therefore requested to prohibit their use, and to introduce: 

uniform weights and measures throughout the realm. 
The Rast Goftér (53) of the 28th December gives extracts from the 
| Despatch of the Supreme Government regarding 
Makes remarks on the the admission of natives into the Covenanted Civi 
admission of natives intothe Service, and Lord Cranbrook’s reply to it, and 
Covenanted Civil Service. © observes that the people are desirous that the com- 
| petitive examinations should be held im India, or 
that the limit of age for those examinations in England should be raised. 


The Su e Government, however, wish that the examinations heldin England 
should be closed to natives, and the Home Government does not undertake to 


carry out that suggestion, only because the permission of Parliament will have 
to be asked, and there is no biotie of its being granted. The Secretary of State 
also suggests the way by which the Supreme Government’s main views may be 
carried into effeet without any alteration in thelaw. Under these circumstances 
there is little hope of the people’s expectations being realized. 


hitherto done to the Indian administration. Messrs. 

Gladstone, Faweett and other well-wishers of India assert that the Indian 
admini ion is not conducted as it ought to be. Dr. Hunter, however, 
maintains that India has received numerous benefits from the British rule, and 
that the accusations of Mr. Gladstone and others are unfounded. Dr. Hunter’s 
first assertion is true, and nobody has ever denied it; but its truth does not 
‘ei the non-existence of grievances. For instance, the higher and more 
ucrative places in the administration are given to Huropeans, and when natives 
claim them, their fitness and honesty are questioned. Again, the present 
Afghan war has been entered into, although Indian interests were not involved 
in it, and poor India has been made to bear its cost. The object of the Doctor’s 
lecture is, it appears, to divert England’s attention from India’s grievances ; 
and under this view, it is harmful to both countries whose nerpionee depend 
upon each other. Should England lose her Indian possessions, she will at once 
~—s os second class power in Europe, while darkness and anarchy will prevail 
The same, in alluding to the evacuation of Cabul and the encampment of 

_ General Roberts’ forces at Shirpur, observes that 

— Lord a this reverse is the result of Lord Lytton’s false pride 
iAfe lil Ae. ae and carelessness. His Lordship ignoring the lesson 
pas ac to be derived from the unsuccessful A war of 
1841, and disregarding the counsels of eminent English statesmen, despatched 
forces without any excuse to invade the independent Afghan country ata time 
when India was  Rescapeaer by frequent famineg and was groaning under heavy 
_ taxation. In doing this the Viceroy has apparently acted wrongly, and the 
present reverse is a retribution for the wrong step. After the treaty of 
Gundamuck, thelate Sir Louis Cavagnari was sent with a small force to reside 


among the treacherous and barbarous Afghans; and the brave Envoy and his 
4xP3—1 | cow 656) 
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 faithfal companions were murdered. General Roberts has been ordered to | 
the winter in Afghanistan with his small force, and there has been some loss 
among the officers and soldiers of his column. The blame of these unhappy 
events lies on His Lordship. There was no need for keeping the 
army in Afghanistan after the capture of Cabul and the demolition of B:; 
Hisar. To punish the Cabulese it was enough to inflict a fine on them, and to 
leave the city after its realization, or to level the place with the ground. It was 
not a wise step to let the small force remain there, for it was not sufficiently 
strong to conquer the remainder of Afghanistan. Besides, the pro ion of 
the war has involved India in meen Pre pena from which it would be no 
easy matter to extricate her. His Lordship’s mistakes in the internal admini- 
stration and in foreign policy have proved his a’ for the high post which 
he holds, and it would be well if he resigned. he does not do so, the wise 
English nation will not fail to compel him soon to do so. 


The Kdside Mumbai (66) of the 31st December states that a large number 
Rewmmende the empicr- Yenareal diseases, and suggests’ tho adoption ef pre- 
5 oP” ven an e tion 

= pos — ventive measures without delay. The Contagious 

Diseases Act should at once be made applicable to the 

presidency town. It is in force in Calcutta and Madras, and there is no reason 

why it should not be enforced in Bombay, which holds a larger population. It 

is strange that this omission has occurred during the administration of Sir 

Richard Temple, who is deservedly noted for ability and energy. It is 

to be hoped that His Excellency will compel the Municipality to open a lock 
hospital in Bombay. , : 


A correspondent of the same of the 2nd January, writing from Camp Deesa, 
states that it is rumoured that Mr. Maganbhai 

Gives rumours about cer- Rdychand and Overseer Bébu Jawer, who are employed 
tain Government errant ®; im the office of the Engineer at that station, make 
ly thes overcharges for Government works and appropriate 
the excess money to their own use, as well as receive 

bribes from contractors. Though the writer himself does not give credit 
to the rumour, yet he requests the Assistant Engineer in charge of the office 
to make immediate enquiries into the conduct of these men. The same 
writer also gives another rumour but disavows his own belief in it, that Mr. 
Mulshanker Devininan the late Sheristedér to the Cantonment Magistrate of 
that station, got himself transferred to another place, as he was afraid that if he 


remained there, the new Magistrate might come to know of the bribe which 
he had received from some daldls. _—_- 


Municipalities. 


The Vasai Samdchar (36) of the 28th December in its local news states 

that on the 23rd ultimo a fire occurred in that part of 

Complains that the Muni- the town of Vasai which is inhabited by fishermen, 

cipal authorities of Vasai did and about twenty houses were burnt. The Mamlat- 

not render any assistance dé. the Poli Peay th ficials 
during a recent fire. , the Police r and a few other o 

exerted themselves to the utmost to quench the fire, 

but it is to be regretted that the municipal authorities rendered no assistance 

on this trying occasion. The municipal officers are very forward in collecting 

the municipal dues and in spending x a in the most reckless manner, but it is 

strange that on terrible emergencies they should act indolently. 


The Kdside Mumbai (66) of the 2nd January severely censures the Town 
Council of Bombay for passing a resolution for — 
charging six annas for every thousand gallons of pipe 
water used in places of public workship. The Muni- © 
cipal Collector and Assessor has issued a notice in 
faa, with the above resolution to the meas 
of temples, mosques, fire-temples, synagogues, churches 
and chapels, that they would be coal ts the above req be that if they are - 
unwilling to pay it, they should sever the pipe connection. There were wells 


’ 
, 
: 
* 
’ 
& 
z tM 
tee 
¢* 
, . 
* s ‘ 
” até 
spilled Pi : 
: ” 
gis 
oe) ye 
: 
‘ " i 
a haw “% 
pon 
, : : ¥ ; 
eh, 
. : 
i Pe 


10 


but they were 

filled up on the municipality I per annum 
to every place of worship m which used. The 
land occupied by them ¥ water was 
ing out the. will suffer 


cat 


er places of 
addition to the Corporation breaking its faith, the public will also 
osques which are now found of £ 


service on occasions of street-fires, will not be able to render the aid. 
The Kdsid hopes that Government will duce the Corporation to change the 
resolution which has given great offence to all classes of rate-payers. 


Railways. 


The Loka Mitra (57) of the 28th December is grateful to , % 8 
| _ Railway Company for lowermg the fares for passen- 
a 2 oe cop travel in the mail trains, but observes that 
it —_ ad the Company reduced the third class passenger 
fare for the mixed trains also, both the Company and 

the poorer classes would have been benefited. The passenger fares on the G. L. P. 
way are heavier than those charged by the Baroda Railway, and need to be 

- lowered. It is to be hoped that the former will soon follow the good example set 


by the latter. 


@. W. KURKARAY, 
: Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Natwe Press, 
6th January 1880. 
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REPORT 
NATIVE. "PAPERS 


" For the Week ending 10th Jasnry 1080, 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 5th Jan 


, in one ofits leading articles, 


after giving a succinct history of the question of tho 
bee marks im connec. admission of natives into the Covenanted Civil Service, 


natives into the Covenanted Observes that the recent nominees will remain as 
Civil Service. : prohatipegre fos two. Yonte 1.50 ee Ue receipt of 

ess pay than that drawn by their European brethern, — 
and will be generally in a position of inferiority to them. We should not have 
ie cl peng ys ie the Indu Prakdésh, if the selections had: been 
solely made on the ground of proved ability, but it would seem that such 1s not 
_ the intention of Government. In its Resolution of the 24th December last, the 
Government of India declares that in making the appointments of natives to the 
Covenanted Civil Service, the position of their families and the services rendered 
by the ancestors of the nominees have been taken into consideration. We do 
not say that Government should not reward its subjects for services rendered, 
but there are other ways of doing this besides the course followed on this 
occasion. Covenanted Civil Servants hold offices of great importance and 
responsibility, and they should, therefore, be conferred on persons who possess — 
the requisite ability. Although we have nothing to urge against the appoint- 
‘ment of the Parsee gentleman who has been selected, yet it is to be regretted 
- that it was not thought advisable to appoint a Hindu and a Mahomedan at the 
same time. The result of the agitation fur the admission of natives into the 
Covenanted Civil Service has not been such as to satisfy the aspirations of those 
who are interested in it, and it is, therefore, to be hoped that our local Sabhas and 
ne “ee will not fail to bring forward this question again to the notice of 

arhament. of 


The same in another article gives an account of the festivities at Baroda, 
eke Ae wm, the , ewe which pr Bowe Nae _ | 
Makes comments ip con- on the occasion of the marriage of Princess Tarabai, 
pecey ci olay onfer‘in- ‘and observes that the Dewan and his coadjutors have 
, performed their tasks with alacrity and zeal. At the 
same time we cannot help remarking, says the Indu Prakash, that while every 
attention has been paid to the entertainment of Europeans, the entertainments 
tonatives, the foeding of Brahmans, and the gifts of money to them, and other 
ceremonies which are incidental to Hindu marriages have not been conducted 
in 2 manner becoming the high position and renown of the Gaekwad of Baroda. 
It would seem as if these festivities were got up with the view of pleasing 
Europeans only, and even the English newspapers are not backward in avowing 
this notion. We, therefore, earnestly hope that the Dewan and his coadjutors 
will so shape their policy in future as not to give cause for dissatisfaction to 
the native public, | 


The same says that it ought to be a subject for rejoicing that the state 

of affairs in Afghanistan is not so now critical as 

ee wenn ne Alghen it was some time ago. It is stated that the army 

| there is not well provided with the ammunitions of 

war. We, therefore, earnestly hope, says the Indu Prakdsh, that our Govern- 

ment will use the utmost dispatch in sending them to. the scene of operations. 

We would also suggest that General Roberts should be desired to deal tenderly 

with the Afghans, and to do every thing in his power by the exhibition of 
mildness to reconcile the Afghans to the alteped state of things. 


The same says that a short time ago gold of the value of twenty thousand — 

'  _- yupees was lost in transmission through the Bombay 

Peg ry vant sor", Post Office, and the authorities have unfortunately not 
of the Post Offices in India, een able to trace the perpetrators of the theft. It is 
" 3 stated in some ne that the Director General 


has desired that the loss suffered should be made good to the owner from the 
assets of the Mutual Guarantee Fund to which the servants of the Postal Depart- 
ment are contributors. We are extremely surprised at this order, says the 
Indu Prakash, if it has really been passed, In the first place it is doubtfal 
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whether the Director General has authority to deal with the fund in question 


in the manner he is said to have done, and besides we do not think he will be 
able to support his action in a court of justice. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 4th January, in an article on Cabul affairs, 
gives a narrative of the events which have 
Makes remarks on Afghan i, Afshanistan during the previous fortnight, and 
— observes that although complete tranquility has not 
been restored in and about Cabul, yet there can now be no doubt that General 
- Roberts has obtained the mastery of the situation, and that he has no real enemy 
to content Ssmenlian osqgr ay to notice, says hfe “roca span bess 
ee ings are bemg taken against the _We earn 
hope that the measures of retribution which were adopted towards them shin 
the taking of Cabul may not be repeated on this occasion. Those who had a 
hand in the murder of Sir Louis Cavagnari and his comrades should be punished 
with death, but it is not right to treat the Afghans who are fighting in the 
defence of their country in the same manner, and such a course would cast a 
stigma on the fair fame of the English people for generosity. We would advise 
the Government of India to peruse some articles relating to this subject which 
appeared in the second issue of the London Statesman. Before the commence- 
ment of the last rising it was said that General Roberts had determined to levy 
a contribution of fifty lacs of rupees from the inhabitants of Cabul. This fine 
has still to be recovered, and besides the opposition of the Afghans is likely to 
be considered as an unpardonable crime. Under these circumstances we fear 
that the measures which General Roberts may take may be stronger than the 
occasion may really require. The last insurrection was the result of the severe 
and cruel v Mere’ Fee of General Roberts. The have conceived a 
deadly hatred of-the English, and it is, therefore, desirable to adopt mild 


measures. It is to be hoped that Lord Lytton will pursue a policy of concilia- 
tion towards the Afghans. 


Bombay Gasette country. In the Baroda embroglio he wrote with 

: 3 spirit, and his predictions proved ultimately true. 
When, however, the dacoities were occurring in the Deccan, he took up the 
cudgels against the Brahmans, and pursued them with relentless vigour. We 
wonder, says the Suryodaya, whether he still remains unconvinced of the 
erroneous naturs of the accusations which he brought after the complete refutation 
which they have received in the London Statesman and in the Bombay Adminis- 


tration Report for the year 1878-79. It would have been well if he had made 
the amende honorable before leaving India. 


' A correspondent of the Dnydn Chakshu (9) of the 7th Jan says amo 
other things, that - ryots are ps i ake 
Expresses a hope that ver- circumstances, and hence they cannot afford to keep 
— school masters ™Y their children in school for a sufficiently long time. 
lh Bho The prosperity of vernacular schools depends in a 
| fge measure on the energy and zeal of the head 
masters, and this will receive a check if it is determined to deprive them of the 
capitation and proficiency allowances. The bulk of the people have not yet 
begun to appreciate the benefits of education, and it requires no ordinary effort 


on the = of the masters to keep the attendance in a school at a high standard. 
It is, theref 


ore, desirable not to adopt measures which are calculated to take 
away any incentives to exertion. ‘ 


The Subodha Patriké (12) of the 4th January says that where there is 
want of intercourse between the governors and 


Makes comments with re- the governed, the former never come to know the real 
ference to the recovery of the 


Meat ie condition of their subjects. As an instance in point 

— oe may mention, says the Patrikd, the case of culti- 

vators in the districts affected by famine in this 

Presidency. Owing to the prevalenve of this dire calamity, thousands of _ 
2uP10—1 [oon 663] | | : 
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them died, and those who survived were so reduced in circumstances that 
were unable to cultivate their lands. In this lamentable condition, the land 
revenue was relentlessly recovered as faras the means of the ryots admitted, 
and thie balance was treated as a debit against them in the village accounts to 
be realised hereafter under prosperous circumstances. pics: Pos the pursuance 
of this policy, thousands of fields have been abandoned and have gone out of 
cultivation, and both the Government and the ryots are losers, Notwithstanding 
the existence of this unfortunate state of things, several high European officials 
believe that the ryots deliberately refuse to pay up the land-tax, although they 
can easily afford to do so. In our opinion this belief is entirely attributable to 
the ignorance which prevails in high quarters of the actual condition of the 
masses. In the State of Sangli by granting remissions of land revenue liberally 
the ryots have been saved, and special facilities have been given to those who 
are willing to cultivate land that has been lying idle. If this course had been 


followed in British territory, the result would have been beneficial both to 
Government and the ryots. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 4th January, in one of its leading articles says 
that it ap from the telegraphic news from Europe 
_, diskes remarks-on Contral of the 27th December that the Russian Government 
f intends to despatch two expeditions against the 
Turcomans during the next summer, and that one of them is to be headed by 
General Kauffman. In anticipation of these events, it is incumbent on the 
British Government to consider seriously the state of affuirs in Central Asia. 
When once the influence of Russia is completely established in those she 
would be in 2 position to turn her attention to India. It, therefore, behoves the 
Indian Government to prevent such a consummation, and hence it should render 
all the aid in its power to the Turcomans. It is true that it is no slight matter 
for our Government, says the Arunodaya, to give assistance to the Turcomans 
so long as the Afghan difficulty remains unsolved; but a little consideration 
will show that it is not beyond the power of our rulers to support the Turcomans 
| —— the Russians. The first Bajiraw bore a deadly hatred against the 
ahomedans, and swore that he would drive them from India; but when the 
throne of Delhi was itself in danger from the attack of foreigners, he forgot his 
enmity and gave all the assistance in his power to the Mogal Emperor. The 
present pe, eR in Central Asia are somewhat similar. The British 
Government has interfered in the affairs of Afghanistan in order to prevent the 
approach of Russia towards India, and the Afghans are fighting to prevent the 
ingress of Europeans in their own country.. The expedition which was sent by 
Russia last year against the T'urcomans suffered a signal defeat, and hence she is 
inking of despatching another. The Turcomans are a brave race, but they 
will be no match for the Russians. The latter are sure to be vietorious in the 
end, and they will therefore bring the frontiers of their dominions in contact 
with Afghanistan. When this comes to pass, the country of the Afghans will 
in course of time pass into the hands either of Russia or England, and then the 
boundaries of the English and Russian Empires will become conterminous. To 
avoid these consequences our Government should make common cause with 
the Afghans, and should jointly support the Turcomans against the Russians, 
and, accomplishing these objects, should withdraw from all participation in 
Afghan affairs. Such a policy would make the Afghans and Turcomans the 
friends of the English, and at the same time the Russians would be kept at a 
long distance from India. 


The Shubha Suchak (17) of the 5th December in a leading article says that 
the Englishmen of former times were kind and con- 
siderate to natives, and it was for this reason that they 
easily obtained possession of India and won the 

confidence of its inhabitants. At present the state of 
feeling between the two races is entirely different. Englishmen consider them- 
selves as conquerors and treat the natives as conquered. It is to. be regretted 
that no effort is made to bring about a better feeling between them. The 
Government might accomplish this object by rewarding those Englishmen who 
endeavour to gain the love and approbation of natives and by discouraging in 
an unmistakable manner’ those who treat natives with contempt. Here the 
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writer mentions Mr. Wedderburn, the District Judge of Ahmednagar 
- gentleman distinguished for his kindness and egrer #~ natives, and sa 
his example should be a model for all Englishmen to follow. . 


in its only 


need for the imposition of the license-tax. The loss by ex 


lacs rh a, ga less 
operations still promise 
from opium is 77 lacs hig imate, and the income from 


railways is 40 lacs to the good. Upon the whole therefore the revenue is about 
two krores of more than was estimated, and hence there seems no justifica-. 
tion whatever for levying an additional tax. The article concludes with an 

allusion to the extravagance of Government, and says that there was no necessity 
for filling up all the vacancies on the High Court bench, particularly as the 
Chief Justice recommended that the services of one judge could be di 
with. It would seem as if India was specially created to enable high lish 
officials to provide for friends and relations. 


The Gujdrat Mitra (49) of the 4th January observes that immediately 
after the notorious Fuller Case several instances of 
Prays Government to en- Europeans assaulting natives came to light; but 
quire into some cases of afterwards very few instances occurred, as Govern- 
pe oo ment had issued stringent orders on the subject. 
| Some instances have, however, recently occurred, and 
it behoves Government to make due enquiries in regard tothem. The Bombay 
papers report that Mr. Maltby, the Acting First Assistant Collector of the 
Ganjé4m District in the Madras Presidency, shot two natives, one of whom has 
died and the other is seriously wounded. It is said that he is insane. It is 
, rather strange that if a European makes an assault upon a native and kills him 
fault is found with his liver ; andi sometimes the excuse of insanity is brought 
forward. In short the European is relieved of the grave responsibility. Mr. 
Maltby is now under restraint, and it remains to be seen how he is dealt with. 
On Monday last one Joseph Bast, a sculptor, wounded a Hindu with a knife 
on one of the roads in cher. The culprit pleaded intoxication, but the 
Magistrate has justly fined him in the sum of 30, and ordered half the 
fine to be paid to the wounded person. A European officer at Ahmedabad 
gave a slap to his peon, who complained about it to the Magistrate, but the 
case has been amicably settled. However the officer deserves blame for assault- 
ing a poor man like a peon. A European gentleman went out shooting in the 
recincts of the village of Kujéda in the Ahmedabad district, and shot a young 
oli in his leg. The wounded person is in the civil hospital; but it 1s not 
known how the offender has been dealt with. A scuffle took place at Poona 
between two European soldiers and six natives. The Railway Magistrate, who 
tried the case, has sentenced each of the latter to two years’ imprisonment with 
hard labour and a fine of rupees one hundred. The sentence of imprisonment 
looks harsh, and it behoves the High Court to cancel it. 


The same, in a leader headed ‘“ Reflections on the Afghan war,” after 

a recording the opinion of the Commander-in-Chief of 
Reflections on the Aghan [ndia that this war. ought not to have been entered 
into, observes that the Afghans have shown that they 
heartily dislike the presence of strangers in their country. Unless t 
is made among them, they will not submit quietly to the of 
Englishmen, who, however, can never commit the barbarous and heartlesss deed. 
It seems that the British forces will have to fight with them frequently and — 
may lose many more of its brave soldiers, and India will be poor by the 
frequent warfare. Her poverty might encourage the Russians to @ an 
attack on her. May the Almighty soon restore peace. ‘ 
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The Bombay Samdchdér (50) of the 5th ° . gga | that an insured 
Makes obscrvati parcel containing of the value of rupees ten 
cesthtis enibs 188 tae Disestie thousand was lost ay Hise through the post from 
General of Post Offices with Bombay to Calcutta. No trace of it has been found, 
reference ol loss of @ ,and the Director General of the Post Offices has 
valuable pares ordered that the owner should be paid the insured 
amount. He has moreover, it is said, ruled that the loss should be put to the 
account of all the subordinates employed in the Post Offices at Bombay and 
Calcutta, and that it be paid from their subscriptions to the Guarantee Fund. 
The order in question is obviously unjust. It ws on the subordinates the 
responsibility which properly lies on the higher officers. It is also very hard to 
e all of them pay for the crime of some among them. The Director General 
ought to make every effort to discover the thief or thieves, and if he fails to 
detect them the loss should be made good from the revenues of the Postal 
Department. 
The same states that the Magistrate at Sholapur has refused to release Mr. 
: _ Scott, the Engineer, on bail who has been accused of 
Says that Mr. Scott, vio * having murdered his wife, and he has been kept in a 
his party should be confined bungalow at Shol4pur under the surveillance of two 
in a jail pending his trial. police officers. If this report be true, it is strange 


| why he has not been confined in the jail when 
there is one at that station ? The laxity shown in his case might prove a bad 
precedent. (The Desht Mitra (58) of the 8th January makes similar remarks 
in its usual jocular style.) 


The same of the 8th January, in alluding to the recent success of British 

arms in pe, pn and to the probability of the 

aa remarks on Afghan defeated and dis Afghans making another attack, 

Pc vpn that bee coma forces — easily y bd 

but nothing is to be gained by keeping the army there much longer, an ides 

the position iavalves yak. : it seems therefore proper to re-call the army at. 

once. It can now come back with great glory to itself, and the opportunity 

should not be lost. But before as well as after re-calling the army several 

measures for duly conserving the interests of England and India should be 
adopted at once. 


The Jame Jamsed (51) of the 5th January states that a postal box used to be 
_ kept at the Church Gate Station of the B. B. & C, I. 
Requests the Traffic Mana- Railway, and people were also permitted to post letters 
ee the B. B. & C. L. into the postal car attached to the mail train. These 
Hailway to keep @ postal box things did not cause any hinderance to the railway 
and to permit the dongs work, and bs the box has been removed and the 
post letters in the postal car. permission has been withdrawn, thereby causing con- 
| siderable inconvenience to the public. The | 
bag is closed at 7-30 p:m., and the train starts at 8-30. Hence, there is little 
time for sending railway receipts (without the production of which the 
ignee the parcel is not delivered to him) by the same train in which the 
parcel has been despatched. Mr. Duxbury is requested to take measures for 
removing the above complaint. , 


The same of the 9th, in alluding to the new rules for the admissicn of 
eT TE OM rata - ge oi ogee: Civil ee See that 

: a tho ese rules have not given satisfaction yet the 
praia on dh pal mg © circumstance which has compelled Lord L / n to 
| : devise the new plan ought not to be overlooked. It 

is well known that Euro do not wish to mix with natives even in public 
assemblies in which the latter consider they have a right to go. When this is 
80, it is no wonder that Europeans dislike to serve under natives. Hence His 
Lordship has been compelled to frame the recently published rules, and to open 
a distinct and subordinate branch of the Civil Service for natives, and, therefore, 
he does not deserve much blame. When the new nominees acquit themselves 
creditably in their work and are able to associate with Eurc on equal 


terms, the authorities will see the desirability of opening higher appointments 
for them, and the dislike entertained by Europeans will gradually die away. 
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" Aceording to this view the new rules are a preliminary to the admission of 
natives into the Covenanted Civil Service itself; and they ought not to grumble 
but be patient in the hope of soon getting what they desite. 


The Rdst Goftdr (53) of the 4th January, in alluding 


% 


to the telegrams 
received by the Times of India from its Cabul and 
Gives reasons for not be- London correspondents to the effect that the Afghan war 
lieving the = os Se may be considered as closed, observes that it would 
sed. 2 hesitate to believe this good news until General Roberts 
has returned with his brave army to India. The 
General telegraphs that the severity of the winter is increasing ; and it seems quite 
probable that the defeated and disappointed Afghans are waiting to take 
advantage of the severe weather which is a natural enemy of the British forces 
to make another attack upon them. It is likely that for this reason the recent 
victory of the British arms has made the General anxious to return to India, 
and the English Ministry to bring the troublesome campaigne to an early 
conclusion. But the SF pogo and deportation of Yakub Khan and the 
capture of his mother and wife are likely to increase the Afghan fanaticism. 
Again, it would be not only unjust but cruel and treacherous, if the British 
army left the country without first securing peace to her. But there is no 
Afghan ruler with whom the General can make peace. It is neither becoming 
nor safe to the British victors not to give the country some sort of government 
and to leave it in anarchy, when they have destroyed the government she 
possessed. For these reasons it cannot be believed that the war has ended. 


The same is exceedingly. rejoiced to see that on the occasion of the cere- 
mony of opening of the Prince’s Dock to the public, 
_Is glad that no race dis- no distinction whatever was made between the Euro- 
poe spn between ta. ye pean and the native gentlemen. Not only did they 
‘the enian "f the Prince’s ™ix freely with each other, but an arrangement was 
he. made for their dining at the same table. The credit 
of this unusually satisfactory arrangement is due to 
the Port Trust Committee, who showed before this their disapprobation of 
race distinction in connection with the Apollo Bandar Refreshment Room. 
They have praiseworthily removed the complaint which appeared on the occa- 
sion of the opening of the Borghaut Railway and the Broach Exhibition, and 
at the reception of the Duke of Edinburgh and on other important occasions. 
It is to be hoped that the good example set by the Trustees will be followed on 
other occasions. 


The same, in alluding to Mr. Kittredge’s speech at the opening of the 
Prince's Dock, observes that the speaker unnecessarily 
Phy shoo bg ty <a introduced political matters and causelessly showed 
Ses ce ae disrespect to the natives, and hurt their feelings. He 
said that whereas commerce increases the loyalty of 
the natives, the present system of education spreads disaffection among them. 
They complain of their exclusion from the Covenanted Civil Service, as if it 
were solely reserved for them ; and when their complaint is not attended to they 
get disaffected. In expressing these sentiments . seems to have forgotten 
himself. He has been giving iain in the political movements of the educated 
natives, whom he now denounces as disaffected, by joining in their public 
meetings. If he meant to please His Excellency the Governor and other high 
officials by the above expressions, he has committed another mistake, since the 
education of the people 1s a declared policy of Government, and His Excellency 
has praised the educated natives for their loyalty. The rulers of India know 
well that one of the enemies of Government is the ignorance of the ryots, and 
that the strength of the Empire consists in their education. The educated 
natives properly aspire to high posts in the administration, and the Government 
themselves consider their aspirations just and proper. Mr. Kittredge’s talk is 
mere * Yankee bunkum,” and does di it to his own education and to the 
American republic, of which he is a citizen. st 
4NP 10—1 [con 663) 
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The same, in giving extracts from Mr. Lethbridge’s letter to the London 
| Times in reply to Colonel Osborne’s remarks on 


BE Agenda ergy Indian observes that the Press Commissioner 
— level thst the declared thai the native and that there 
Bi cas is no need of a censor. hase untiatemeawasatios 


@ satisfactory answer to the new Press Act, whose censorship has been found 
useless. en the Commissioner himself thinks the native press loyal, there 
is no need of the Act. It is not just to keep it hanging over the head of the 
entire in order that a few inconsiderate writers may be brought to reason 
through fear of it. It cannot serve to preserve the loyalty of the native 
which will be best maintained by giving this branch of the public sufficient 
rights and by appreciating its merits. The Press Commissioner does this very 
thing. It has been made independent by him, and is thankful to the Govern- 
ment of India for the several important rights it has reeeived. — 


The Loka Mitra (57) of the 4th January that only one native has 
: appointed in this Presidency to the Covenanted. 
Observations on the new (Civil darvien, and bor that a Hindu gentleman should 


rules for the nomination of have been nominated. As regards the rules themselves, 
ae oe Coyenante? the Mitra observes that the nomination of old servants 


is unobjectionable; but the appointment of persons 
who are to be entertained in Government service for the first time, ought to be 
made to depend not upon the selection of Government from the sons of rieh and 
le persons, but upon the result of a competitive examination. The 
- matives begged Government to hold the competitive examinations in India for 
native candidates, but that request was not granted, while the above rules 
makes their position worse than before inasmuch as the nomination is left to 
the choice of Government. Compared to the vastness of the native population, 
the number of annual nominations also is very small. (The Bombay Saméchdér 
(50) of the 6th January also denounces the — of selecting the sons of rich 
persons for this class of appointments. e absence of any such rule for 
appointment in Government service in England and the rest of Europe is alluded — 
to, and its disadvantages are pointed out. In conclusion Government is 
exhorted to do away with this restriction, and to make educated persons, 
whether rich or poor, eligible for nomination, if they bear a respectable 
character. 


The Satya Mitra (64) of the 4th January observes that on finding that the 
Bombay Maill-owners’ Association and the Chamber 
oo that none for Of Commerce made strong protests against the 
the mill-labourers cf Bombay. aetory Bill, and that some Government officials were 
= about to make alterations in it, some interested and 
selfish persons have secretly sent a memorial to His Exeellency the Viceroy. 
They have not had the moral eourage to publish its contents or their own names. 
Its substance is, however, said to be that the mill-labourers are made to do hard 
work for fourteen hours a day ; that the over work injures their health and 
shortens their life, and that even young eluldren are nnized over; and it 
prays Government to enaet a Factory Bill as suggested by the Manchester 
nill-owners, and to protect the workmen from their heartless employers. But 
the memorialists are ignorant of the real facts. A large number of the labourers 
do work by eontract, and earn from ten to eighteen rupees per. month. They 
maintain themselves and their families in a happy condition, and are free from 
diseases, and enjoy good health. If the working hours are reduced there will be - 
@ fall in the wages of the labourers, and then sat da suffer various inconveni- 
ences, from which they are now exempted. It behoves Government, therefore, 
not to listen to the representations of the abovementioned memorialists, 


Municipalities, 


The Dnydén Prakdsh (5) of the 5th Jan in its only leader alludes to 

ao the fearful havoc made by cholera among the inhabi- 

Pg ged Me tants of Poona, and observes that the municipal autho- 
ciclo te ala ence ©" xities have been very negligent in the matter of the 
ee health of the people. Althongh a special rate has 


oe 


-— 


10 


been levied for the cleansing of the privies and the conveyance of the sweep- 
ings, yet the work has been done in such a careless and reckless manner that 
. the condition of the city has not improved in the least. It is stated that two 
- months ago it was discovered that the water in the Katridge tank which is 
used for general consumption in Poona contained worms, and it is therefore 


strange that it should not have been stopped long ago. That part of the city 
where cholera is raging most virulent! 


: alps very where this water is 
used. The distribution of medicines for prevent spread of this epidemic 


is also done in an unsatisfactory manner. Besides, the preventive measures 
which. have been hitherto adopted have not been such as to cope with the 
crisis. Upon the whole the municipal authorities are very much deserving of 
blamé in this matter. (The Poona Herald (11) of the 7th January expresses 
somewhat similar sentiments.) : 


The same of the 8th January in its local news states that the prisoners 
._ who die in the city jail of Poona are buried in the 
Complains of * srmm neighbourhood of the Parwati tank behind Mr. 
ee uand’s bungalow. It is said that the graves are 
not dug sufficiently deep, and hence the jackals and dogs excavate the corpses 
and feast on them. The passers-by however have to endure the stink, and 
besides there is the danger of the water in the neighbouring tank, which is used 
for drinking, becoming impure by being mixed up with this filth. It is very 
wrong of the municipal authorities to have allowed this state of things to exist. 
Perhaps the prevalence of cholera may be attributable to this cause. 


~The Mahdrashira Miira (7) of the 1st January in its local news states that 


it has been the custom in S4téra to throw the Tabuts 
‘ vee the re after the Moharam in a certain tank. The inhabitants 
impure by the throwing of Of the city use the water of this tank for drinking 
Tabuta. purposes, and hence the practice complained of is 
injurious. It is to be hoped that the police and the 

municipal authorities will prevent it in future. 


The Shiwdjt (27) of the 2nd January says that cholera is raging fi 
7 oe in a ne geet a wey a the be 
Makes sugges con- particularly nice. It is-sai t the epidemic 

ppc ag a — been caused by the use of bad water among the 

whabitants of that city. The water of the lakes at 

Khadakwédsla and Katridge has become impure, and it is therefore desirable that 

it should not be admitted into Poona without undergoing filtration. It is to be 
hoped that the municipal authorities will attend to this matter. 


Ravlways. 


The Din Bandhu (34) of the 6th January in its local news states that the 
Booking Clerk at the Poona Railway Station is unduly 


Says that the Booking hasty in issuing tickets to third and fourth class 
Clerk at the Poona Railway 


‘Y passengers, and. cheats them in giving copper in 
pcs ood Passengers ™ exchange for silver coins. If the aggrieved persons 


. make an attempt to count the coppefs, they are at 
once hurried off with blows. It is said that the gains of the clerk in question 
sometimes amount to as much as six rupees in a day. It is to be hoped 
that the railway authorities will enquire into this matter. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
13th January 1880. 
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have been collected under different heads, which are printed in itahes. 
italics; and ‘the ‘number of the Newspaper in the list at the 
p after the name. 
d ° have not given information as to the number of copies 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Dayén Prakdsh (5) of the 15th January, in alluding to the new rules 
| he-uialeiGne natives to the Covenanted Civil Service, 
Observations on the rales observes that Government do not seem to want able, 
for the nomination of natives competent and ienced men, but require 
vise. ~ men of rich and hig h families only. But even this 
object is not likely to be The selected 
person will get only rupees two hundred per month while he is a probationer, 
and will receive two hundred and fifty after successfully passing a certain — 
examination. The is smaller than that received by most Uncovenanted 


Servants, and is not iikely to attract educated and able Woune men of rich 
families, Again, the new nominations being styled the 


am Native Civil Service, 
they cannot enjoy a higher position than that occupied by the members of the 
_ Uneovenanted branch. The declaration that the appointment of persons already 
in the service of Government to the Coveuanted Civil Service should be an 
exception, is a great injustice to the old, able, and experienced members of the 
Uncovenanted Raieies The new rules aré not likely to satisfy the native public, 
as it had-asked for its youth an entrance into the Covenanted Civil Service by 
holding the competitive examinations in India. There is also a great difference 
between the qualifications required by the rules, and those possessed by the 


new pominees. 


The Mahérdshira Mitra (7) of the 8th January, but received on the 12th, 
— re laments that A’bé Séheb, “ adopted son of 0 om 
__Laments over the i Sagundbéi Saheb of Sdtdra, does not possess the title 
ae eecendition of A’bé Séheb of a Raja ; that he has no mansion of his own, and that 
~ he is passing his days in poverty. ‘The descendants of 
| _ the Sdtéra branch never opposed the British Govern- 
ment, and hence he ought not to have been treated with neglect. It does not 
become Government that he should reside in a small house in a garden. They 
ought to have at least built a mansion for him. In 1878 Government removed 
the Sétéra Raja from the fort in which he was confined, induced the Peshwa’s 
government to give him a large territory, and madea treaty with him. Her 
Imperial Majesty the Queen must regret the disregard of the terms of that 
treaty, and the poverty-stricken condition of A’bé Saheb. 


The Dnydnodaya (10) of the 15th January observes that mill-labourers 


: in Bombay work from five in the morning to seven in 
sich toe eco eee of 8 the evening, and get a half hour’s rest in the middle 


of the day. They are allowed a day’s rest once a 
fortnight only, and even on great holidays some of them are employed for a 
few hours in cleaning the machinery. The exaction of fourteen hours’ labour 
leaves them very little time for nck and taking their meals and for rest, 
and is a great cruelty, particularly in the case of women and children. Sanne 
their miserable condition some philanthrophic gentlemen of Bombay conven 
& meeting, and have prepared a memorial for submission to the Supreme 
Government, praying them to enact a law to compel mill-owners to employ 
workmen for nine hours a day only, and to give them one hour’s rest, as v 
as to close the mills once a week, The prayer is just and humane, and will, it 
1s hoped, be granted. : 


The Subodha Patriké (12) of the 11th January, and the Indu Prakésh (3) 
of the 12th, approve of the transfer of the Money Order 
Recommends the transfer business to the Postal Department. also recom- 


of the Government Savings’ mend that the work of the Government Savings’ Bank 
peter aioe should also be made over to the same | nt. 
: The arguments brought forward in support of the 


_ recommendation are a repetition of the remarks made by the RF Gazette 
on this subject in one of its recent issues. A hope is expressed that Government 
will adopt the recommendation after due consideration. 


4 


A correspondent of the Arunodaya (13) of the 11th Jan states that 

Ses sbout four years ago the contingent allowance granted 
to schoels was reduced by one half on account of the 
famine then prevailing; but ene year afterwards the 
- full amount was restored to the schools of all Zillas, 


except those of Ratnégiri. The reduced amount does 
not allow school premises to be eleaned and other 
school-work to be done as —— by the rules. The authorities concerned 
are requested to restore the full amount. — a | 


The Jagan Mitra (14) of the 12th January also observes that the new 
rules for the nomination of natives to the Covenanted 
Observations on the rales Civil Service have not answered the expectations 
eae Ge re bar te formed. The decision of the Home Government 
eri: making the important concession did not direet that 
| an invidious race distinction should be made between 
European and Native Civilians, and yet a difference is now made and a separate 
service has been opened for the latter. Again, for every six appeintments of 
uropeans there is to be one of a native, and the pay of the latter is as low as 
that of a second class third grade sub-judge. The rest of the article notices 
the appointments made under therules. (The Khandesh Watbhaw (19) of the 9th 
January, but received on the 12th, also expresses its disapproval of the rules. After 
describing at some length the circumstances which ultimately led to their bei 
’ the Waibhaw observes that the condition that, the candidates sh 
of rich and high families, ought not to have been made. It does not exist 
in the case of the candidates for the competitive examination held in England, 
and has excluded a portion of the University graduates and other educated 
natives. The middle c alone desired admission into the service, and they 
have been disappointed by the rules. To give encouragement to the sons of 
rich and high families to educate themselves is really praiseworthy ; but some 
provision other than an admission into the service should have been made for 
them, and the service kept open to all persons, rich or poor.) (The Kalpataru 
(18) of the 11th January, the Mahdrashira Mitra (7) of the 8th, but reeeived on 
the 12th, the A’ryd Waria (33) of the 10th, and the Dhdrwdar Writia (25), and the 


et Samdchar (15) of the 12th, make observations somewhat similar to the 
above.) — 


The Nydya Sindhu (16) of the 12th January remarks that under the 
Disapproves of the order merciful British rule justice is generally dispensed, but 
gaid to have been iseued by SOmetimes the reverse happens. A recent instance of 

Government for continuing a the latter kind is, that the Bombay and the Supreme 
rasa ep e. to the Governments have decided that a life allowanee granted 

fee to a Eurasian by the Gaekwad’s Government, and 
which was, by mistake, disbursed after his death to his descendants, should be 
continued to them hereditarily. This shows that Government are anxious to 
do justice to the rights of private individuals. But is it not strange that the 
allowance should have been deelared hereditary, when it was continued by 
mistake to the descendants of the deceased pensioner? Has this been done 
because it will have to be peas from the Gaekwad’s, treasury ? Will the 
Government act similarly in the matter of the Khoti Bill which has been brought 


forward with the object of depriving the Khotes of the Ratndgiri Zilla of their 
old rights ? | 


The Shubha Suchak (17) of the 9th January, but received on the 12th, also 


observes that there are no adequate statistical grounds 

Observes that sufficient for believing that the population of this country has 
Ptoving Wg A ne By increased under the British rule. The arguments 
populsted. ~+ put forth in ep capt of the assertion are some of 


those advanced by. the Native Opinion (4) of the 21st 


December, and noticed at Jength in the summary for the week ending the 27th 
December. 
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The Kalpatare (18) of the 11th January prays Government not to abolish 


we kde ie Diiict totees et ee: Tue Zilla 


: : population of about eight | 
lite Shae °° souls, and its commerce is thriving. The number 
3 of criminal cases and of civil claims is also large; but 
the latter are not prosecuted in. consequence of the heavy stamp duties. The 
number of miscellaneous cases is, also very large. The income the stamp 
duties is more than the cost of the District Judge’s Court. In 1865 the Honor- 
able Mr. Gibbs, then Judge of Poona, recommended, for several reasons, that a 
District Judge’s Court should be located at Shol4pur. Again, the abolition of 
the court will put the people to great inconvenience and in compelli 
them to go to Poona to transact their civil and criminal business. Hence it 
is desirable that the court should not be abolished. In connection with the 
Deccan Ryots’ Relief Act, the Kalpataru observes that in prohibiting the Vakils 


from ap in the cases under this Act, the ignorant ryot has been prevented 
from getting the best advice; yet he will have to go and bny it from somebody. 


It would have been well had the stamp duty been abolished in these cases. 


The appointment of a travelling judge is not a sufficient remedy for the 
complaint. — 


The Satya Sadan (20) of the 10th January, but received on the 14th, in 
alluding to the License-tax Amendment Bill, observes 

neers thet there eth, ‘nat there is no need of re-imposing the tax. It was 
i—_z © first levied for the purpose of providing against the 
| . recurring famines, and Government gave an assurance 
that its proceeds would not be diverted to any other object. In spite of this 
assurance the fund was spent upon the Afghan war. Again, Government 
abolished a portion of the import duty on cotton goods for the benefit of the 
Manchester merchants, in the of the remonstrances of the people and some 


' of the members of the Viceregal Council. Leaving these considerations aside, - 


the Bengal Chamber of Comimerce has, in its memorial to Government, shown 
on the authority of statements made in Government records, that there is no 
need whatever for re-imposing the tax. After giving the substance of the 
memorial, the Satya Sadan expresses a hope that the abovementioned Councillors 


will notice the Chamber’s memorial, and elicit from the framer of the Bill reasons: 


for the re-imposition of the tax. It also observes that though the Chief Justice 
of the Bombay High Court recommended that a vacancy among the Judges of the 
Court should not be filled up as there was very little work, yet the recommenda- 
tion was not adopted, as an officer who enjoyed the good graces of a high 
official would otherwise have to revert to his substantive post. Unless 
‘Government administers the country mercifully there is little hope of its being 
relieved from its heavy and wearying taxation. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 9th January, but received on the 12th, observes 
7 _ that Lord Lytton’s name will be long remembered in 
Approves of the rules for this country for having attended more to carrying out 


me seecenne & imuves‘o the orders of the Home Government and to the 


- and the new nominations. benefit of the English merchants, than to the interests 


of the country itself, However, His Lo 


rdship’s work 


hundred thousand = 


in connection with the resolution for the nomination of natives to the Cove-. 


nanted Civil Service without a competitive examination, has really endeared 
his name to them. Rules for ‘ing out the resolution have been framed and 
not allowed to lie idle. The el that the nominees should be rich and | 
of high families, and that very few appointments should be made of persons 


in the service of Government, are wise and discreet. An enco 


ment for the spread of education in such families is urgently needed, as the 


extraction. The new nominations are also satisfactory; but it\is to 


— of them attend to the welfare of the people r than 
Oo 


ae 


be hohe tank Hindu gentleman will also be soon appointed as another — 
representative of this Presidency. | ; 


> he 


r 


é 


- 

- 

aa Fr 
" 

oe ed 


7 
Kew 


$ 


; 


96 
t 4 
~7 


: wer mi 4 
y . a) fe 
B53. : A Niai ‘4 - 54 


ly with Turkey. 


The Jalgaon Saméchér (35) of the 11th January sta 


past neither stamped paper for bills of exchange nor 
that neither receipt 17 


receipt _—. vendors say that there are non 


paper for exchenge Cutcherry. It is also said that the merchants have 
oe MTN ee siicined supplies Gnedk from Bombsy. It behoves 
‘isa Siete Ceeveiere to. gel the ceemaps ob civee. 


The Daydn Bodhak (39) of the 12th January is at a loss to understand the 
advantage of prohibiting Vakfls from practising in 
Government to the Village Munsif's Courts which will be soon estab- 


Requests 
Waxils fg predtning in the lished under the Deccan Ryots’ Relief Act. ,It is 


admitted that legal practitioners are ‘f'n cone. help to 
sibsiig seein Womhonld ir peotlateed. Soc, op 

courts ; Oo prohibi sian in 
the new courts? It might be said that no Vakifle practise in similar courts in 
the Madras Presidency ; but it is so because the number of legal practitioners 
in that Presidency is rer oe small, and the ch ys extensive practice in the higher 
courté. In our own Presiden cy the number of Vakfls is very large, and the 
prohibition will put them to ie and cause inconvenience to suitors. 


The Gujardt Mitra (49) of the 11th January finds fault with the Director 
General of Post Offices for deciding that the insured 
amount of the parcel containing ten thousand ru 
. worth of gold, which was lust in transit from Bombay 
to Calcutta, should be levied from the employés at 
these two places. It is true that the parcel has been 
propriated by one of the Post Office employés ; a 


"it is not right to punish all for for the crime committed by one of them. 


decision is likely to encourage the robbery of valuable parcels. The ae 


course 1s to aaa. & it and to make up the loss from the postal revenue, an 
make strong efforts to detect the thief. 


The same censures: England for its high-handed action with Turkey. The 
Rengapreg NL Ch gS 
© with him ought to observ A few 

ere a ee ales ago she proposed to him that, for the purpose 
of effecting an improvement in the administration 
promised in a recent treaty, Englishmen should be employed: in all the 
departments of the State, including the army. Turkey hesitat to accept the 
proposal, as it was so very derogatory to her high position. . English men-of-war 
were thereupon despatched to the Mediterranean, and the Sultan was intimidated 
into giving a promise to adopt the proposal. This has lowered Turkey in 
public estimation. Recently a Mulla, a subject of the Turkish Government, 
translated the Bible into the Turkish lan , and was therefore thrown into 
prison. The English Ambassador threaten the Porte with a rupture unless 
the Mull4 was at once set at liberty, and even carried out a portion of the 
threat. The Sultan was thus compelled to submit to the demand. But it does 


not speak well of noble England to act high-handedly with Turkey, which has 
been so much humbled aap recent defeat at rt Bs of the Recon 


The same also notices the report which a in' a recent number of 


_ the Indu Prakdsh (3) thatthe Bombay and the Supreme 
. Boge bars con, Governments have orded the Gackwad to continue to 
tinuance -* @ pension to the the heirs of a deceased Eurasian pensioner of that 
heirs of » deceased pensioner, State, the pension which was paid to them for some 
has not been committed by time through oversight. - If this report be true, observes 
oe the Mitre, it is 46 be that the British 
Government should have acted thus. They would \ever pass a similar order 


in the case of one of their own pensioners, and would prosecute and get punished 
the heirs of the deceased for shen . Sir T. Maédhawréw’s adeaieiatretsin 
also deserves blame for failing to stop the allowance immediately on the death 
of the pensioner. The Mitra hopes that the report is false, and the alleged 
injustice has not been committed by Government. 
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‘The same is eoneerned to see that only six natives have been selected 

is a -. nomination to the Covenanted Civil Service, and 
tas teosiotaiag ietives to the — tad 2 —— oot toaage the og y 
Covenan Service. cy, © rormer 0 | 18 V e 

metic. to the vast population of this der and 
candidates have been selected from eaeh of the Presidencies of 
Madras, the same number should have been selected from Bombay. A Hindu 
gentleman should have been appointed in addition to Mr. Sordbji Padamiji. 
The condition that the nominee must be of a‘good family is not improper 
as some persons say. A person of good family is ever anxious to 


, preserve 
his own good eharaeter as well as that of others, while a man of low family, 
though he be well educated, is not always careful in doing the same, and tries 


to eolleet money by illegal means. Wise persons say that in consequence 
of the eompetitive examinations held in England for the Covenanted Civil Service 
being kept open to all, some persons of indifferent families have got admission 
into it, and annoy the subjects by eommitting improper aets. Care must, 
however, be taken that a good family does not mean a rich family only. Many 
respectable persons grow poor from e¢ireumstanees over which they had no 
eontrol. It is, therefore, right that not only good education but respeetability 
of family also should be required for —. to the Civil Service. (The 
A’rya Mitra (56) of the same date, and the Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 
15th, exptess similar sentamenis.) 


The Jéme Jamsed (51) of the 15th January again observes that the objeet of 
Observes once more that i; Feserving the newly created Native Civil Service for 
is a very good arrangement the sons of native noblemen: and princes is beneficial 
to appoimt sons of nstive tothe people. They will ever strive to keep up the 
noblemen and princes alone good name of their families.. Some persons, however, 
to the Native Civil Service. 9: press a doubt as to the sons of these families eoming 
forward to aeeept posts of so small @ salary as two hundred rupees per month, 
and also observe that they will not turn out as able as well educated ns 
are. These remarks are not sound. In the first place, rich persons look more 
to the respeetability of the posts offered to their sons than to the pay they 
would receive; and under this view they would be glad to see their children 
provided with plaees in the Native Civil Service. Again, the nominees will get 
more pay in proportion to the abilities they tg and will be entitled to 
further eoneessions. The other objection is equally futile, as none have found 
fault with the new nomiaees for their want of ability, and great care is sure to 
be taken in making futare selections. The condition of high birth is beneficial 
to the noblemen and princes themselves. They will be induced to educate thei 
sons and to fit them for the new service, and thus save them from being addicted 
to bad habits to whieh they are liable in the absenee of appropriate inducements. 
It would be highly beneficial to these families, were Government to keep open 
to: them the military service also. Many noblemen and princes belong to the 
mili classes of the country as the Shikhs, Rajputs, Mardthds, &c., and they 
would be too giad to get for their sons .military service under the paramount 
Government, while Government would get better native officers than are to 
be had at present. } 


The Rast Goftdr (53) of the 11th January, in alluding to the threatened im- 
peachment of Lord Lytton, observes that the accusers 

PRbcccripsdke sane coe willnot succeed so long a3 His Lordship carries out the 
od leaner. “® policy chalked out by the Ministry, d enjoys their 
support. The opponents cannot have the least hope 

of success unless the Ministry changes and the Viceroy is re-called ; and even then 
it is doubtful whether they will be able to prove the accusations, Though Mr. 
Gladstone, Mr. Faweett and their partisans speak strongly against the Viceroy, — 
yet even after a change in the Ministry it is not likely that these ® 
beral statesmen will take the extreme step of impeaching him, since he has not 
committed any grave offence to deserve 3 pee prosecution, If he is to be put 
on his trial at al], he may be well impeached for his policy in to finance, 
education, the native press, and the educated natives, Though he has committed 


some mistakes yet he has not failed to earn some deserved glory in connection 
with the Afghan war. a 
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The same, in noticing the elegant speech delivered by the Viceroy on the 
: _ third anniversary of the aamamption of the Inaperial 


Observations on the Vi roy 8 title in vindicatic of his Afg poli o | 
m= . that the remarks that the new scientific” krontier is 


See a - important acquisition, and that Sir Louis 
Cavagnari’s murder deserves to be lamented are just and . Bat it ought 
not to be forgotten that the Envoy fell a victim to the mistake of Government 
in sending him with a very small force for his protection. There is much truth 
in His Excellency’s defence about the small force under General Roberts; but 
only a few days before the close of the last year, the General found himself in 
a difficulty and anxiously desired an accession to the army under his command. 
The Viceroy highly praises the General for re-taking Cabul without waiting for 
the assistance of more troops; but it should be remembered that the Afg 
have not been defeated in a pitched battle; that they fought so bravely that 
had they a few field pieces, the General’s small army would have been hardly | 
able to re-take Cabul; and that they have retired once more to save themselves 
from a complete discomfiture. His Excellency expects the new year to pass in 
p and quiet. But he says in another part of the address that the work on 
which the army in Afghanistan is employed, has not been finished, and it 
cannot be given up until itis completed. The English press is right in not 
believing in the assurance about peace, as the Afghan difficulty is not yet over. 
The Viceroy also observed that the object of the campaign was not to annex 
Afghanistan to the British dominions, but to secure a strong frontier to the 
Indian Empire, and to bring its Afghan neighbours under control, and to make 
them loyal to the British Government. However, His ne ageape: says nothing 


as to why the army is yet kept there, and when it is to be ed. Properly 
ing, he has only followed the Ministry in using vague expressions without 
ivulging the policy to be adopted. : 


The same observes that the Gackwad has lavished lacs of rupees on the 
ot Racecar aan festivities F that ie ets of Hatwa 
Regrets _apeans has spent forty thousand on a recently given in 
aie ae ode one, dalpagg Calcntta to His Excellency the Viceroy; that the 
young Raja of Ratlam has feasted his European guests 
in honor of his ascending the Gadi ; that the Maharaja of Patiala has invited the 
Simla Volunteers to one week’s festivities, &c., &c. It is to be regretted, 
observes the Rdst Goftdr, that the abovenamed Princes seem determined to 
please the governing class at the expense of their respective subjects. The 
Gaekwad has thrown away a large sum of money on the recent festivities in 
treating samopeene sumptuously. The correspondent of the Times of India says 
that none of the Kéthidwdr Chiefs nor any of the Mahi K4ntha and Rewé4 Kantha 
Sardars, who are tributaries to the Gackwad, were invited to the marriage. It 
is to be regretted that Europeans should encourage Native Princes to extra- 
, and that neither the Governor General, nor the Governors, nor the 
Political Residents possess sufficient courage to refuse their invitations in order 
to dissuade them from the wrong course. | 


The same observes that when Sir Stafford Northcote was Secretary of State 
_ for India, the famous despatch admitting the nght of 
Complains that high posts the natives to the more lucrative posts of the Uncove- 
nr manner sage “wil nanted Civil Service was issued. It elicited ‘at the 
niahtiie Go ———- time expressions of grateful feelings from one end of 
promised. and CEP) gra 8s 
| ey India to the other. Not only have the subsequent _ 
Secretaries of State but also the successive Viceroys declared that. most of the 
posts reserved for this service should, as far as possible, be given to natives, 
and a few only should be conferred on Europeans. . But it is to be regretted 
that this order, like several others, has remained a promise on paper only. 
The Rédst Goftér has, therefore, resolved to note every instance which will ocour 
"hereafter of the concession being ignored and high Uncovenanted » to 
which natives can be well appointed, being given to Europeans. The first — 
instance of the kind is the appointment of Mr. J. W. Walker, C.S., as Remem- 
brancer of Legal Affairs. : 


4NP 17—1 {con 682) 


. 
J 
-~ - a 
5 ‘ 
; ‘ . 
> 
> ws 
fy, . 
P ; 
‘ 
® ? . 
‘ 
: ‘ 
+ 
‘ ‘ . 
’ 
‘ 
r ¥ 
y ” 
° , 
me y 
: = 
‘ 
+.) ‘ 
. a 
* 
’ + . 
’ ‘ 
, ‘ 4 4 
“ ’ 
. 
* # 
» 
* 
‘ ‘ 
n 
. 
” 
a 
’ 
. ‘ 
‘ 
‘ ‘ 
, ; 
a 
6 é 
e . 
" 6 deny 
4 ; 
@ 
” Pore 
. ” > al 
° > 
> * 
| 
* 
' 
6 
, . ° 
, , 
s ’ -* 
9 » 4 ‘ ‘ 
; 
; . 
er 
: 
. 
>. 
é 
iia a. ’ “— ‘ : 
‘ fe . . 
. te ’ * 
; ‘ 
* " 
4 
—_ "1 : : ’ 
s) \ 
1 To 4 ‘ 
‘ ‘ 
; “ 
ee 4 ; “ Pa 4 , ® { 
. 7 
. 
* tay : a 
ee ” d ; 
~ ¥ * 7 me 
he ae e * : ? , ; ’ 
. ’ 
inte . 
’ . * 
. &# : 
- ; 
w + Pe ‘ . 
% wy 
i ~“ 
: nyt 
> ¢ \ : 
' * ” * 
haa ’ ’ 
7» , + 
bom : eH, S 
” : . , ’ 
* Winches sith : " 
4 
a ' ’ 
? | 
; 
s ® ; * 
bate core am s . : 
~ : 
$ aap “—? » * 
4 , an 7» : 
" « 2 « * 
Ges ay t ‘ ; 
" 
. Cs ; . 
» > 
"ae “ch ‘ ; 
m oe | ¥ ’ F } ‘ ‘ ; ; 
ay ’ ‘ 
a - 
* ; ’ 
: ‘ 
«ee , . 
~~ , 4 , 
Ke % 
‘ ‘ 7 . 
4. , 
be , nN 
i ki oe 
* - 7 t* j 
‘ ' +s) ' f : 
‘ wt . ” m * 
* , r , 
eet | . 
* ‘ . " 4 x 
ot , D " ro 
ee , 2 % , 
1 ; a i, . 
| ’ " . a s ° * 
F ‘ . % 
t * 4 
7 
ii § ‘ ¢ er ‘ 4 ‘ : vee icy F : 
. " ' . Fr , 4 ; 
: , 5 helt w _ . 
; ‘ 4 Woy err) % 4 ’ : aie a . 
: * ¢ : 
“t vy “ * ; , . ’ 
*F il “ty * hs ' ; . 
bw be f ot ; * 
hue ~ . 4 J * if : “ 
* ° ‘} ae . Pw) 4 m 7 a , % 4, mn © ’ : s ” 7 » * ? . ; . 
, ; 
| f 
‘ 
; 
‘ 
’ 
‘ 
, ‘ 
, 
i 
ee 
\ ; 
s - 
7 \ 
, e 
Ne 
t rf ; . 
; e 
> , : 
‘ 4 iA a ¢ * t 
i Fs eer 


The Loka Mitra (57) of the 11th 
_ Observes that Genetal to the Afghan in 
of » is imopportune. | 
On effect; but itis feared that the result 
is illusory, and not likely to last long. It is true that the enemy’s forces have 
been defeted and cmnogges! ; but they have a gee od injured. gs 
leaders are still at large, and are « in collecting the dispersed y for 
the purpose of making another _ At such a time as this the ion 
will, it Stared Sepesr 30 ree of the Baenre os eee 
part of the British forces, and will only act as an encouragement to them to come 
out once more to make war. It is, no doubt, ably written, but the barbarous 
and fanatical Afghans are not likely to appreciate it, and be benefited by it. Con- 
sidering the existing circumstances, the General ought to have pursued the enemy, 
particularly their leaders, with sternness, and to have put them down with a 
strong hand so as to create in them a dread of British vengeance. After they 
have thoroughly subdued, the proclamation may be well issued, and then 
it is certain to bring a lasting peace. 


The Samsher Bahddur (59) of the 9th January, but received on the 13th, is 
for several reasons, that Sir - Richard Temple 
Pep ny erm toowus is a candidate os, Sestemees a! ~ a tl 
at Sir Richard Temples a interests at the next elections. His Excellency heartil 
aie: ee ™ desires to promote education among the aves, 
and has passed against the wishes of the revenue 
officers a- Resolution for employing University graduates in the Revenue 
Department. Though Sir Richard has been brought up in the Indian _ political 
atmosphere, and is therefore arbitrary, subservient to his superiors, and given to 
treat the opinions of his subordinates with scorn, yet his presence in Parliament 
will be beneficial. There are many persons of a similar c ter in Parliament. 
They will always support the present Ministry with the object of getting for 
themselves high political offices, and will further encroachments on the free 
English constitution. This course has already been adopted by the Ministry by 
taking steps in disregard of public opinion, and the laws made by Parliament. 
For instance, the Indian army, was sent to Malta without the previous sanction of 
Parliament; the same army was sent out of the ey for a papers with which 
India had no concern, and yet she was made to pay the cost of the trip ; a secret 
treaty was first made with Turkey, and the sanction of Parliament was subse- 
uently obtained. When the number of Indian officers, -- habituated to administer 
the country in disregard of public opinion—increase in Parliament, they will 
despise pablo cpstan at Home, and will encroach upon the free constitution. 
Englishmen will then re their eyes to the evil and will adopt proper means 
for its removal, and India will be benefited. May God hasten the day on 
which this is to happen, and may England and India be bound to each other on 
a ground of equality by a tie which will never be broken. 


The Swadesh Watsal (73) or the Patriot for the month of Poush of the 
Samvat year 1936 has a continuation of the article on 

BR . s0 — racer < famines which it* published about two years ago. 
Poet ee After discussing the advantages and disadvantages of 
railways and canals in times of dearth and famine, the 

Patriot recommends the construction of both. If Government cannot afford to 
multiply them, they should be entrusted to private companies which should be — 
encouraged to undertake them by due concessions, Government should also in 
times of distress forego, for the time being, duties levied on articles of food and 
raiment and cooking pots. After alluding to the license-tax as an insurance 
fund ag famines, the Pairiot observes that India is more suited to indirect 
taxes to direct levies, and hence the license-tax should be re-placed by an 
indirect tax, and its proceeds should be allowed to be managed by committees 


formed of private individuals and Government officials, as is done in th f 
? oa ate P ni “ flicials, ne © case 0 


ess on the 


10 


| Se as Municipalities. 
The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 12th J a oe that more water than is 
Pas - necessary is spri on several roads of Bombay 
Complains that some of the rendering them very slippery. The Cawasji Patel 
toade of Bombay arerendered ‘Tank Road, the Girgaum Back Road, the Kélbédevi 
slippery by watering them Road, and the Pélaw Road are made so slippery as to 
be inconvenient to foot-passengers. The npc. a 
is inthe habit of removing the slippery mud; but it seems that the work has 
been neglected of late. The last-named road has become particularly incon- 
venient, as it is narrow and a tramway islaidonit. The Corporation is requested 
to remove the complaint. | 


A correspondent of the Belgaum Samdchdr (15) of the 12th January 
censures the Municipality of that town for permitting 
Requests the Manicipality several dealers to store a large number of cases. of 
of Belgaum to compel dealers kerosene-oil in their shops in the market. About a 
+ aero the way places, hundred cases will be found in each of them; and 
such a quantity in a populated quarter is undoubtedly 
dangerous. Like other Municipalities the Corporation should compel the 
dealers to store the oil in some out-of:the-way locality, so as to lessen the 
chances of a serious accident from it. This precaution is the more necessary, 
as some of the dealers do not take proper care in handling it. 
The Shiwdji (27) of the 9th January; but received on the 12th, attributes 
St _ the recent outbreak of cholera in the city of Poona to 
Attributes the outbreak of the shortcomings of its sanitation, and ‘censures its 
— at . ee —— Municipality for the same. The Corporation sells 
es night-soil as manure for-land, and the same is used 
in the gardens on the environs of the city. Formerly the use of this kind of 
manure was strictly prohibited in them ; but of late they are allowed to use 
it, apparently because the Corporation earns money by its sale. Frequently 
imporfectly dried night-soil is used. Again, the town sweepings -are allowed 
to collect and are not removed in time from lanes and bye-lanes. Young 
children are also allowed to commit nuisances by the sides of roads. These 
nuisances poison the atmosphere, and may have led to the outbreak of the 
epidemic. _ a. 


A correspondent of the Nagar Samédchdr (26) of the 10th January, but 
received on the 13th, sees some signs of cholera at 
Ahmednagar, and wishes the Municipality of that 
town to be particular in regard to the sanitation of 
the place. The main roads are kept clean, but the 
lanes and bye-lanes are not, and heaps of sweepings are to be found in them. 
The Deputy Sanitary Commissioner recently visited the place, and ins 

the depét for the town sweepings, the burial and the cremation grounds, the 
municipal latrines, &c., but does not appear to have gone through lanes and 
bye-lanes, as bis guides, the Municipal servants, did not show them. When he 
comes hext time he should get some person unconnected with the Municipality 


- 


Asks the Municipality of 
Ahmednagar to keep the town 
very clean. 


to take him through the different parts of the town. The writer also complains’ 
that a sufficient quantity of water is not supplied to some of the cisterns, and 


much inconvenience is caused to the residents in the neighbourhood. 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Mahdrdshira Mitra (7) of the 8th January, but 


received on the 12th, observes that European 
Observes that European gentlemen who had gone to Baroda on the occasion of 


See Boe po goat § the Gaekwad’s marriage’ were sumptuously treated. 


ties, but the, ‘a Jégir. very comfort was provided for them, and whatever 


dirs, &c., were not invited. | they desired wassoon procured. A gentleman ordered 
a pair of boots for his butler, and the same was given. 
It is insinuated that some ols 
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er butlers also got new pairs on application through 


¥ ey. 4 
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their respective masters. After deseribing some of the festivities, the writer 
observes that the Jégirdérs, Indmdars, &e., of the Gaekwad’s Government in 
Malti Kantha, Rewa Kéntha and Kathiswar should have been invited to the 
festivities, but no invitations appear to have been issued. | 


The Gujardt Mitra .(49) of the 11th January states that the Nawab of 
is simple, and does not attend to the affairs 
yn pagina of his State. He is much in need ofa learned and 
and the State is aa aenced Dewan, as Khén Béhddur Sélebh4i bin 
the person who has been for the last 
year conducting the Dewan’ s duties, is not such. His nine subordinates carry 
on the work of the office, and the ryots complain ca A gee and the State is biler 
plundered. The Mitra promises to give particular instances of ———— 
in futare numbers. 


~The samo observes that “oe gry ——- ge a to the eesti a given 
in honor of the Gaekwad’s marriage were better 
on treated than the native guests. The latter were 
_. __ tolerably well looked after, but disrespect was shown 
to them by not inviting them to the Darbérs held in the Najh on the day 
of marriage and the nextday. It is said that either no replies or improper 
ones were returned’ to —— made by the KaAthidwdr Chiefs, who were 
invited to the festivities, and consequently they did not go to Baroda. If this 
be true, certainly the Dewan deserves eensyre.. The Gaikwad’s ryots, oa 
eularl the rich merchants of the State, were not invited, and this is also a 
mistake on tho part of the Dewan It is further said that he has ord that 
ten per cent. be deducted from one month’s pay of every Gaekwadi servant, who 
gets more than two hundred rupees, as » Nadianen to the Prince. If this be true, 
he eannot be praised as a just official. (A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr 
(50) of the 14th January also complains that Europeans were sumptuously treated 
while the native guests were neglected.) 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
20th January 1880. 
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[CONFIDENTIAL RE P 0 RT 
oN APTLY ED “p APERS 
_ For the Week. ending Ath J ew, 
LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 
No. Names of Newspapers, Place of publication. | _Raition. 
a Enousa. i 
*1 | The Indian Spectator ...................... Bombay ............ Weekly 300 
*2 “a Deccan ONE hoo cccvewet Bibs lcowevweees Poona......... ivavies Do. &é. 300 
ANGLO-MARA ‘THI. 
$ | The Indu Prak4sh ............ Sdoccvcccsee] DOMDAY 05.00 c005c00 Weekly ...) 1900 
*4, » Native Opinion ...............+-see00. Me “Vaan Do. ‘ 400 
ee Pe re onre PI csbvcccccczawcc Bi-weekly .. 700 
Se 375 
*7 » # 250 
oe 275 
4s ---| 1,000 
6 tg PROMO con Bombay ............ Do. 325 
i ae * | aero wees na, re ee a 
12 | ,, Subodha Patriké ........ edbentnccsveel MME sosececaness Do. 1,600 
| MARA THI. 
18 =| The Arunodaya................ if sbactsneeene Bi srosscceseens Weekly 410 
14 Sy MI I Soke seccrcccscpesecesoneene Ratnfgiri ......... Do. 175 
15 » Belgaum Samachar ...............00 Belgaum............ Do. 300 
16 ie: SI III, sci cvinendicidsccdeccsces Ahmednagar ...... Do. 185 
17 rere BI ecvicansnasct Do. 85 
18 Se MI orca inciccecsestbanssncneess Shol4pur ......... Do. ie 130 
19 » Khéandesh Waibhaw ............... ieee, Do. me 125 
20 5 MI ION © oi sccede goscasodeacncnc UE ext cues Do. 400 
Oe 8 PN OIA ooo sacscevessccooess NE cc sacs, Do. 100 
8 I ooo siianexecoucssvsssesvees AWN 5... 0008500. Do. a 125 
23 sa <: MAUNA PENUEEIIR 00 tocesecoveesescscses Ratnagiri ......... Do. “a 150 
24 sis MERE IIIA. cin donconcvenscesscegcess fg cevece} Do. ws 340 
25 ci BPE FTI on .c-ccccesiecccccccc: Dh4rwér............| Do. ossk 
26 o sereeee Bambehhe oo c...60000065... Ahmednagar ...... Do. = 200 
27 i MINED Ws. nh nees cus suehespexancacaens OE TI. Do. os 200 
98 og: SAMMOMEE PATIID oon ccsceccdnsoncsdacnts Bombay .......000+: Tri-weekly.. 600 
. Bee OO ED ERE MDG ...cccerouss Weekly... 120 
a) Tie Ser eS ia BOGE ..cc0c-.t Od 
$1 =| ,, Pandhari Writta ..........00...-:-| Pandharpor ......| Do. 150 
32 | ,, Vengurla Writta ........cc0....e000- Vengurla ......... WR Bee 
ee eee er eee Dhulia ~...........| .Do. wt o7hO8 
34 | A MAIS - . ccabdesnteesunadtaedcadsas POONBscsryesncndsenis D0. 300 
35 »» Jalgaon Saméchfr .................. Jalgaon ............ Do. so) ¢ @ 
oe Meek Beet pus Sane er ee Do. *..1 100 
37.-| ,, Sudarshan ......... siesta ad cece] OROMEE scesed Eek: lat * ee 
$8 », Gang& Lahari......,..........cc00 oeneak SUM. -ccgcciecree: Se ee 248 
39 » Dnyén Bodhak ...... ae soe.e| Dhérwar..........-- Des 4-43 175 
40 | 4, Nibandha M4ld.......,,se0ccccceseseee] POOMA secsecserser nee Monthly ...| 700. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 19th January, after nese the great 
usefulness of the Postal Department, and the great 
Requests the Postal Depart- gn onvenience afforded to the public by the recent 
satay a ft to it of the money-order business, observes 
money-order business, andto that though the Branch Post Offices in the Mofusal 
receive parcels. are authorized to receive and deliver parcels, and to 
issue and cash money-orders, yet the branch offices in 
Bombay do not ap to have been ontruisa with similar work. At least it 
is certain that at the a Branch Office neither are parcels received nor are 
_ money-orders cashed. Within its limits a number of printing presses exist, 
and several periodicals are published, and they carry on extensive business. 
They are, therefore, put to great trouble and loss of time by being required to 
Ad to the General Post Office to get or cash money-orders or to post 
e Postal authorities are, therefore, requested to entrust the Girgaon Branch 
Office with money-order business, and to authorize it to receive parcels. 


A correspondent of the Native Opinion (4) of the 18th January states that 
the residents of ie fe of Dehri in the Murbéd 
Government to T4luka of the Théna Collectorate, suffer from a 
relax the forest rules in favor searcity of fuel, as the limits of the Government forest 
of the of Dehri im the : ‘ 
Murbéd of the Thina eserves have come very near the village. They are 
Collectorate. also prohibited from gathering leaves of teak trees, 
} and, consequently, they cannot make baskets to keep 
their corn in, and much of it is eaten up by rats and other vermin. Government 
should mercifully relax the forest rules in their favor. Schools are now being 
opened in several villages, and the villagers are required to build the school- 
houses, They are, however, unable to do so by raising funds among themselves. 
Should Government permit them to get the requisite timber free of cost from 


a Government reserves, they would erect the buildings by their personal 
r. 


The Dnyén Prakdsh (5) of the 22nd January is glad to see that the General 
Post Office at Poona has of late authorized the 
< a cog Postal authorities branch office in the city to issue money-orders. But 
Branch g Office in — the latter has not been empowered to cash the orders ;, 
city to cash money-orders, 204, consequently, the city people are put to the troubl 
é of going to the head office to get cash for the orders 
received by them. The Postal authorities are requested to give the branch office 
the necessary authority. ee 
A correspondent of the rene Mitra (7) “tog 5th January, but 
received on the 19th, complai at in consequence 
Po ag Suspension of of the new forest law, the ryots cannot get wood 
enough to cook their frugal meal. Its price isas high 
as that of the articles composing the meal itself, and the ryots cannot afford fuel 
to make fires to warm themselves from the cold, which their scanty clothing 
causes them to suffer. Nor can cow-dung cakes be had in sufficient quantities to 
supply the place of wood. The village grazing lands have been taken possession 
of by Government and given over for cultivation, and, consequently, the number 
of village cattle has considerably lessened. Government should either nd 
the operation of the Forest Act, or call for a statement of deaths which have 
occurred from starvation in consequence of sufficient fuel not being obtainable 
to poo. mal The latter will antiefy Government of the truth of the above 
complaint. | 
_ The Bodka Sudhdkar (8) of the 21st January contains a communication, 
| the writer of which suggests the transfer from one 
of sesoumande the transfer place to another of some of the Subordinate Judges’ 
Géeets ¢ . he Ce Courts in the Sétéra Zilla, and the re-distribution of 
other places, __ ~~ villages under the jurisdiction of some of them. 
Detail 


ed reasons are given for some of the recommenda- 
fions. The District Judge is requested to adopt the suggestions, as they will 
be the — of a great deal of convenience to ryots, who do pot enjoy it at 
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4 
A correspondent of the same, writing from Kardd, states that since the 


. ing of Act XVII. of 1879 the agriculturists do not 

Observes that sowkars_re- well. As an instance in point, it may be 
mentioned that, a ryot of that olait required some 

money for a marriage, but no sowk4r would lend him 
any. He was, therefore, compelled to sell, for rapees 
forty, one of his fields, which contains three bighas of 
land, and is worth about rupees three hundred. The deed of sale has also been 
. There is, however, a verbal agreement between the purchaser and 
the seller that, if the amount paid is returned together with its interest, the land 
will be given back. This condition is not likely to be observed, and the ryot 
may, to all intents and purposes, be considered to have lost the land. Some ryots 
standing crops of sugar-cane and want some capital for expressing juice 

and turning it into coarse sugar, but the sowkdrs refuse to advance money 

- unless deeds of sale (of the lands ?) are passed to them. 


_A correspondent of the Nydya Sindhu (16) of the 19th January states that 
Sections 12 and 13 of the Deccan Ryots Relief Act 
States that some mortgs- have induced some holders of lands, which were 
tay catagory mortgaged to them thirty or forty years ago by their 
Deccan Ryots Relief Act. owners, to deny the transactions, and to claim the 
holdmgs as their own property. The mo 
were afraid of being compelled to show accounts for the period of the mortgage, 
and of losing the sums advanced by them. They know that the lands are 
entered in the village records in their own names, and the mortgagors do not 
: any written evidence of their being mortgaged ; and this hus emboldened 
the former to commit the fraud. ‘The Relief Act has thus become the means of 
depriving owners of their lands, which they would have obtained back by 


paying the original amount of debt hereafter. 


The Poona Herald (11) of the 14th January, but received on the 19th, in 
_ @ long article alludes to the attempts made on the 
P Prays a fo give ives of the Emperors of Russia, Austria, &c., by 
de ret te oe eee some of their disaffected subjects, and congratulates 
country. India that the shot fired by Desa at His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy missed Lord Lytton, and that the 
criminal was found on enquiry to be a lunatic. After advising the Princes of 
Europe to give their subjects a greater share in the administrations of their 
respective countries, the Herald requests the British Government to admit a few 
leading natives into Parliament, and considering the Native Chiefs and Princes 
as the pillars of the Empire, to treat them with more kindness than is shown at 
nt. These measures will remove the complaints of the people, and will 
make the foundations of the Empire stronger than they are. The burden of 
heavy remittances to England should also be lessened. In short, if due weight 
is given to the Indian public opinion in the administration of the country, all 
complaints of the people will be removed, and the country will enjoy more 
peace and happiness than are possessed by any kingdom of Europe. 


The Satya Shodhak (23) of the 11th and 18th January is sorry that the 
; salt-pans of the Ratndgiri Collectorate have been 
aeons a —— closed by order of Government. It observes that since 
— Ratigii tniviri Dictrich SS ~S*«wU easing the duty on salt to two rupees and a half 
per maund, this article of universal consumption, which 
was very cheap before, costs three annas per p4yli. The destruction of the 
salt-works at Ratnd4giri and M4lwan must, in addition to the loss inflicted on 
their owners, make the condiment dearer than before to the people of that Zilla. 
It will now have to be brought from either Uran or Goa, the nearest places 
where it is produced, and kept in stores to meet the demand; and the cost of 
doing these things is a new tax on the people. Again, many workmen were 
engaged in its manufacture, and they have been thrown out of employ by the 
abolition of the works. On the other hand, Government have effected a savin 


in the establishment entertained for preventing theft of salt, and there might be 
2NP24—}] [con 695) saat | | 


some increase in the salt revenue by the closing of the pans. But compared to 
the miseries inflicted upon the people, the benefit derived by Government from 
the abolition is very small ; and, hence, it seems meet that the salt-pans in 
question should be permitted to be worked as heretofore. Mr. Crawford, the 
Commissioner, S. D.,-who has a good knowledge of the Ratnégiri District, is 
requested to make a due representation to Government on the subject, and to 
save its people from the miseries inflicted upon them. 


The Dhdrwar Writta (25) of the 15th January, but received on the 19th, 
states that Government have sold some lands given up 
Requests Government to by the ryots of the Sholépur District, who could not 
be merciful to the ryots of 7 ) : 
the Sholépur District who Pay the land-tax for the famino years, and they have 
could not pay the arrears of n purchased by the sowkdrs. Is not this conduct 
the land-tax for the famine of ({overnment strange, when it is remembered that 
years. the Deccan Ryots Relief Act has been passed with 
the object that the lands of the ryots should not pass easily into the hands of 
the money-lenders ? “It would have been better had Government remitted the 
arrears and saved its old tenants, the ryots, from complete ruin. More 
than this is it that, some larfds remained in the possession of ryots who had not 
paid the arrears of the land-tax, and Government informed them before the 
commencement of the sowing operations, that they were not to till their lands 
without first paying the arrears. In spite of this injunction, several ryots 
cultivated their lands, and they have yielded plentiful crops. But Government 
does not permit them to gather the produce, which, it is said, is to be credited 
to the State as a fine for disregarding the injunction! It will be a graceful act 
on the part of Government to permit the rots to gather the crops as a consola- 
tion for the miseries they suffered during the famine. 


The Shiwdjz (27) of the 16th January, but received on the 19th, greatly 

_ approves of the transfer of the money-order business 

_— for = sa to the Postal Department, as it has created facilities 

pe FA catty eid for remitting money which did not exist before; but 

observes that the manner of preparing the order and 

of despatching it to the payee looks objectionable. The name of the drawer is 

entered in the order, which is given open to the peon for delivery to the payee. 

This might lead to frauds by the collusion of the peon with some dishonest 

n. It seems desirable, therefore, not to enter the name of the drawer in 

the order, and to give it enclosed in a packet for delivery to the payee, so that 
no one but he should know its contents. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchér (51) of the 22nd January states 

that the Talukdairs, Patels and Jaminda4rs are paying 
ve re instalments of land revenue into the treasury of the 
Buissr, rupees which are Mémleddér of Bulsdér, and the treasury Kérkun not 
worn out, or stamped, or Only refuses to receive coins which are worn out or 
which bear the impress of stamped, or which bear the impress of King William 
King William IV., are not JV., but returns them ofter cutting them into pieces. 
received. 

: Some of the persons whose money was so destroyed 
complained of the K4rkun’s conduct to the Mdmledér, but he has taken no 
notice of it. This proceeding has inflicted a loss on the ryots, and they now 
Pag-20. snne.c8-2 nee te-chuelle-to-geb or gent omer se serenare et the alleged 

coin. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (51) of the 23rd January complains that due discre- 
tion was not exercised in issuing invitations and 

Boge edge ded a wig heaite ne in the me a the last ee of 
distribut; ercised the Bom niversity. ere were in the a 
— sent ne a number o Beoe children, school-boys, mukdédams, 
Bombay University. oung men drawing small salaries, and persons who 
: had come there simply to look at the e. This 
might have been the result of issuing cards to applicants without writing 


on 


them numbers and names. Those who are entrusted with the distribution of 
the cards should take the trouble to ascertain who deserve to get them, and 


Desa yy Fae, 4. AVON ae 


should send them to such persons. It does not look well that policemen and 
constables should be brought into the hall to preserve order among the audience. 
Other persons may as well be entrusted with this duty. 


The same of the 20th January notices the report 
per that, only one hun fifty out 


lish 

Suggests enquiry into the tte ousand time-expired and di native 
cause of the unwillingness of sepoys accepted the offer to re-enlist themselves. This 
———- os looks strange when it is remembered that the arrange- 
ments e in regard to the British army are 

considered the best. The British sepoy receives his pay punctually, is well 
cared for when sick, and enjoys other comforts and conveniences which a gy 
in the service of the Indian Native States, or of any Asiatic government, does 
not receive. And yet when a time-expired soldier shows an unwillingness to 
re-enlist, there must be some cause for it. It may not be wrong to guess that 
this unwillingness proceeds from his suffering some inconveniences, real or 
imaginary. It is, however, difficult to guess at the real cause. Perhaps he gets 
tired of the strict disci line ; perhaps he dislikes the frequent transferences of the 
regiments from one place to another, or perhaps he naturally feels the incon- 
veniences which his wife and children have to suffer while on march from one 


which a is an 


and 


station to another. It behoves the authorities to ascertain the true cause of the | 


sepoys’ disinclination to re-enlist, and to remove it, if it deserves to be removed. 
This work may be well done after the conelysion of the present Afghan war. 


The Jéme Jamsed (52) of the 22nd Jan observes that, since the late 
Deccan dacoities, it been believed in certain 
narters, are any rcp le. gata a 
. t some of the educated nativas have n to show 
Bombay University. —— So to Government. It was expected that His 
: 2 Excellency the Governor, as Chancellor of the Bombay 
University, would in his coming Convocation address, say something to dispel 
the false belief, and to clear the character of the educated natives, And it is 
highly pleasing to observe that His Excellency’s words on this point are very 
gratify ing, After quoting His Exeellency’s °P 
the pe bes. 


Observations on the ad- 
dreas of the Chancellor at ¢ 


inion that the vast majority of 
youth of the coyntry are true and loyal to the British Government, 
&c., and that liberal and enlightened education will continue to be given, the 
Jéme Jamsed observes that these liberal sentiments have brought no little glory 
to the speaker as a statesman, and will gladden the hearts of not only the 
educated natives, but of all people of the country. It is to be hoped that under 
Sir Richard’s régime liberal education will make rapid progress, and that 
educated natives will be provided with high places ynder the administration 
according to their merits. (The Bombay Samdchdr (51) of the same date 
expresses similar sentiments). 


The Rdst Goftér (54) of the 18th January observes that Government 

3 deserves thanks for employing some of the passed 

Requests Goyernment to students of the Madras Agricultural College, to teach 

ore Peo oan ter quiti- the science of agriculture to boys in the schools of the 
5 passed Students Mofassil. The remaining students tbee 

of the Madras Agricultural Bion § students canno xpected 

College, oe to find similar employment. They can, as suggested 

by a correspondent, be put to the more important 

work of carrying on agriculture in the improved way, which they have been 

taught, if Government are pleased to give them due encouragement. A field 

containing about one or two hundred acres should be selected in each Collec- 

torate, and presented or given for a nominal price to one of the students, under 

a lease for a certain number of years, and he should be required to improve the 

crops within that period. He should also be asked to make an annual report 

of his operations, and their result. 7 


The same, in alluding to last Thursday’s social gathering of native gentlemen 
r= Oa at the Government House, observes that Sir Kichard 
otk sine potest at the Temple alone knows how to hold ren and happy 


Government Hoyse. . wnions like the abovementioned. 


in office knew only a few natives, and invited very 
few to partake of the Government House hospitality. For instance, Sir Bartle 
SNP 24—-] [con 695] ; 
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Frere invited the rich natives only Sir George Clerk showed more leaning 
towards educated persons, and Sir Philip Wodehouse did not care to honor 
natives or to secure their affection. On the other hand, Sir Richard has made 
it a rule to invite every native more or less well-known in society, and to get 
acquainted with him by exchanging a few words with him. At the last gather- 
ing His Excellency could not move about among the guests as usual, on 
account of his ag erie. gen indisposition, but he sat up until they left, and 
inviting each to hi , Spoke a few words to him. There was, however, one 
defect in this social gathering. It mainly consisted of natives, while Europeans 
were very few. Future gatherings should be exactly the same as the reunion 
which was held for the first time soon after Sir Richard’s i 
the Governorship of this Presidency, when all Councillors, Ju 
merchants and heads of departments were invited. On that occasion 
natives had an opportunity to mix with respectable Europeans. At subsequent 
gatherings the number of natives has been improperly increased, while the 
number of E has been improperly lessened. Complaints are made that 
natives of indifferent standing are to be met with in these gatherings, and that 
natives and Europeans are not brought together. It would be well ifa few 
natives were excluded and more Europeans were invited to take a part in these 


gatherings. 


The Loka Mitra (58) of the 18th January, in alluding to the Resolution 


ts ceagt by the Port Committee not to 
a oe prbelpobe 8 ees to the vessels which may be docked in the Prince’s 
wet-dock at Masjid Bandar; Dock up to April next, observes that this fact, and that 

one of the vessels was damaged while entering the 
basin, create fears expressed by some people before, that the expensive work 
will not be reproductive. However, it cannot be decided just now whether it 
will be so or not. But under the present doubt it is not mght to speak of 
building another dock at Masjid Bandar. Itis to be hoped that Government 


will not decide in haste to carry out the new project. 


The Samsher Baéhddur (60) of the 1 toe. ~_ nies -. Loe 19th, 
after thanking ytton for havin med rules 
Observes that Government f+ the admission of natives into the Coconnaio’ Civil 
ought not to be blamed for : — : > 
not fulfilling the ise to Service, and giving effect thereto by making six 
give natives high places, appointments, and for having opened new p 
mediately. after it was to natives in the Railway Department, observes that 
bec some persons charge Government with failing to carry 
out the great promises they have given. But it ought not to be forgotten that 
to obtain even a promise giving new hopes to natives is of itself a fortunate 
circumstance. receiving 2 promise we get a right to remind Government 
of it; and after frequent repititions of it they are obliged to fulfil it. It is a 
mistake to suppose that on making a promise Government are bound to give 
_ every high place to a native and not to any one else. The true meaning of the 
promise is that, Government will consider the claims of natives with those of 
others when an appointment is to be made. Hence, when a native does not get 
the appointment we ought not to be disappointed, but ought to continue remind- 
ing Goverament of the promise, and to increase our capacity to such a point 
that they may be pleased not only to fulfil this particular promise, but to give 
many more. Every patriot ought to bear in mind that by following this course 
only he can accomplish the good of his country. — 


The Widydé Mitra (76) for i month of J ery a ike most of the 
a .__, vernacular newspapers, condemns the order issued b 
fn the EnLeaeist iemnel the sathorities of the Elphinstone High School thet, 
School that students should the students should wear boots and stockings or go 
wear boota Me or go barefooted in school. The order is guite improper, 
Rashiscessohebe and will deter poor parents from sending their children 
to Government schools for education, which has already become very expensive. 
It cannot have been issued with the permission or knowledge of Government, 
=~ it is to be hoped that they will compel the Educational authorities to with- 
Ww it. 
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Munveipalhities. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 22nd January attributes the recent severe 
a S of cholera in the city of Poona : 
_ Se censurestheMani- neslect of its Municipality in sani matters, an 
capes oe weds censures the eatiod for the same. The 
— - ‘writer observes that the epidemic appeared twenty 
days before the Municipality became aware of it; that the streets were not 
fumigated by burning dammer, sulphur or incense until after five hundred lives 
were lost, or until the lapse of nearly a month and a half after the first appear- 
ance of the epidemic ; that during this period Macdougall’s disinfecting powder 
was sparingly issued; that the Corporation was not aware that some foolish 
persons did not get their privies cleaned for several months togsther, for the 
of selling the nightsoil; that the Corporation sells undried nightsoil, 
and allows it to be issued as manure to the gardens situated in the environs 
and the ress ig F gama y city ; that due care has not been taken to dispose 
of the stools urine of the cholera patients; that bathing and washing of 
clothes at the public and private water cisterns have not been prohibited ; that 
the drains have not been cleaned; that the K4traj Tank has not been cleansed ; 
‘and that no filter has been put at the spot where canal water is taken into the 
city. In conclusion, Government is requested to enable the people of Poona to 
re-place the careless and negligent Commissioners by better men, by conceding 
to them the right of popular representation. | 


The Belgaum Saméchér (15) of the 19th January contains a communica- 
i poe val Belen of which py sa that the Manici- 

Complains that the Munici- ity of Belgaum is acting in insisting upon 
ees a . Belgsam yong. the te to close at once their iodieevieied celvhee 
ene Rese earn 2 of that nd to open others aboveground in their places. 
town should be closed atonce. ‘The Corporation issued a number of notices to the 
: above effect, but most of the persons on whom they 
were served have failed to do as required, and they are prosecuted before the 
Deputy Magistrate, and fined by him. These proceedings are adopted in 
complete disregard of Government Kesolution No. 3630, dated the 28th 
December 1874, instructing the Revenue Officers to be careful not to allow 
Municipal Corporations to be harsh in compelling people to make sanitary 
reforms. The notices issued by the Belgaum Municipality and the fines inflicted 
by the Magistrate are illegal, and it behoves Government to prevent the 
injustice which is being committed. ‘Ihe writer admits the benefits of having 
privies aboveground, but only wishes that in consideration of the general 


poverty of the people, they should not be compelled at once to build such 
privies. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samédchédr (51) of the 22nd January states 


that the Municipality of Bulsdr requires a court-fee — 


Questions the right of the gtamp to be put upon a petition made to it, and 
pyesody aye: vem Dabage for refuses to receive one stheut the stamp. The right 
Soe ede ba oe pet of the Corporation to make this demand is questionable, 

since the Surat Municipality does not ask for a stamp, 
and Government is said to have taken off and returned to a person the stamp 


he had used on a petition about some Municipal matters. 


Railways. 


The Gujardt Mitra (50) of the 18th January states that a passenger’s luggage 
is sometimes stolen after getting down at stations on 
Makes a suggestion about the B. B. & C. L. Railway. The theft is generally 


aM a hd ad r committed by some unprincipled fellow-passenger ; but 


L. Railway. the porters plying for hire at the stations are sometimes: 


. unjustly suspected. On the arrival of the train, no 
sooner does a passenger take his luggage out of the carriage and place it on the 
platform, more than one porter make a rush at him and try to secure the 
customer. In this confusion the bewildered passenger does not know whether 
& porter or an unscrupulous fellow-passenger has taken up his bundles, and 
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sometimes some of them are lost. The Traffic Manager is, therefore, requested 
to allow a limited number of porters to ply for hire on the platforms, and to 


compel them to wear a distinctive dress or a brass badge, so that a passenger 


ay easily recognize them. The charge for baggage from the 
platform to a place outside the station-house should be fixed in order ‘to 
prevent disputes arising between passengers and porters. 


Native States. 


The Belgaum Samdchdr (15) of the 19th January censures the Chief of 
Sangli for listening to the evil counsels of Annd 

Expects thorough improve- Sénglikar, and compelling Government to appoint a 
ment of the Sangli State British Officer to administer the State conjointly with 
stance of a British Officer. him. The Chief and co-Administrator would not pull 
together, and it has been found necessary to pension 


the former, and entrust the sole management to the latter. Though the joint- 


administration had two or three very good officers and a well paid establishment, 
it could not secure happiness to the subjects. Even petty cases were left undis- 

of for about a year. It is to be hoped that since the State has now come 
under the sole management of a British Officer, it will soon undergo a 
thorough and complete improvement. 


The Gujarat Mitra (90) of the 18th January observes that at the laying of 

_ the foundation stone of a new palace at Baroda, Sir 

Rich ete nda, T- Madhawrd4w praised his own administration by 
we observing that hospitals, school-houses and edifices 
for public offices were built, and diverse other 


improvements made within the short time which has elapsed since his assump-. 


tion of office ; and Sir Richard Temple bestowed great praise on the Dewan, 
the Gaekwad himself, and the elder and younger Mahdrdnis. His Excellency 
observed that the Dewan was a good example for other educated natives to 
follow, and that the young Gaekwad gave hopes that he would turn out as able 
an administrator as the late Saydjirdw or Nana Farnawis. But His Excellenc 

has, as is generally the case with him, bestowed more praise than was maaed. 
Though some sort of convenience in regard to medical dispensaries has been made 
in the districts of the State, yet the Gujerdt Mitra recently described the pitiable 
condition of the dispensary at Navséri. Though the State is provided with an 
Educational Department, yet the complaints raised in connection with the Verna- 
cular Science College at Baroda, have not been removed. But the strangest 
thing is that the Dewan would not give permission to any of the applicants to 
print and publish a pial 268 at Baroda. His Excellency was not apparently 
aware that the Dewan conducted himself improperly towards the native gentle- 
men invited to the festivities ; that the Gaekwad’s subjects are displeased with 
his present policy, &c. Sir Richard has been led into bestowing more praise 


than the Dewan deserved through looking only at the bright side of the 


administration. 


The Loka Mitra (58) of the 18th January also observes that the European 
guests were sumptuously treated, while the native 

Observes that Sir T. visitors were neglected at the recent festivities at 
ne Se do well Baroda in honor of the young Gaekwad’s marriage. 
pris ree Bo 2 eticitiee The Mitra does not mean to express envy at the 
Europeans by penning the above remark, which is 

made ‘simply to show the reverse of the picture of glowing accounts which 


appeared in the English papers of the liberal treatment of the European guests. 


There is nothing objectionable in Sir T. Madhawraw striving hard to please. 


the ruling race on this important occasion. But the complaint is that, he 
acted with indifference towards the native guests, treated them as if they were 
inferior to Europeans, dishonoured them by keeping them separate from the 
European visitors. The festivities were a good occasion to bring both together 
to let them mix freely with each other and to create a feeling of affection 
between them. If the result of the association were not exactly this, it would 
certainly have been that the Europeans as well as the natives would have been 
equally pleased. Suggestions to the same effect as the above appeared in news- 
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papers before the festivities commenced, but they were sppereny not attended 
to by the Dewan. (The Akhbdre Sowddgar (53) of the 19th January expresses 
similar sentiments. The Bombay Chronicle (49) of the 18th is sorry that a great 
deal of money was wasted on the festivities. 7 


The same, in alluding to the observation made by Sir Richard Temple in 
is speech at Baroda, that Sir T. Maédhd4wraw isa 
Observations on the praise very good English scholar and an able administrator, — 
bestowed | by Siz Richa, Observes that the praise is deserved by the Dewan. 
Barada. ie di gaiati is His Administration show his great command 
) over English, and the praise he has elicited from 
Government for his administration of Baroda bears out the other remark. 
However it must not be forgotten that a great administrator ought to possess 
the knack of pleasing the people over whom he rules. The Dewan does not 
seem to enough of it. -On his appointment to the Dewanship, the 
Gae ’s ryots hoped to derive great advan from his administration, but 
they do not think have received any. The latest instance of their dis- 
appointment is, that they have received none of the blessings which the Dewan 
could well confer on them on the occasion of the Gaekwdd’s marriage, nor were 
Natives and Europeans allowed to mix with each other in the festivities, and to 
: en the tie of good feelmg and friendship existing between them. Sir 
Richard said that the whole of Western India admired the Dewan for his 
administration of Baroda. But His Excellency had no a ae of knowing 
the opinion of the Gaekwad’s subjects in this matter. eir views cannot be 
said to be unimportant, as there can be no better test of the success of an 
- administration than the opinion of its subjects regarding it. 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 


Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
27th January 1880. 
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‘6 Number 
No. _ Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. of copies 
3 MaRa'rH1—continued. | | | 
40 |The Nibandha M4I6.....................00- Poona...... ddedenees Monthly... 700 
41 a IIR I iia ceiin ae ves sow ns Ey Do. gia 900 
42 | ,, Wiwidha Dnyfn Wistér By 5 ee Bombay ............ Do. i ae 
43 | ,, Satdharma Dipa .................00 _ eee Do. 600 
(44 » Satya Prakash pi cbGurinsaccsussuseuued Bombay ............ Fortnightly. . 300 
*45 | 4, . coe eee bodes ta 0 LS ie i-weekly... 200 
46 | ,, Mumbai Paonch...................3.... Me tehiciceas Weekly 250 
ANGLO-GUJABA TI. 
47 | The Surya Prak4sh ........................ SD cnibeees susaee Weekly... 137 
48 so BRIO casi cedscidcrcicccesacss .--| Ahmedahad ..... ae Sas 450 - 
*49 » Bombay apenas Spi suede savas vecbeks Bombay ............ we AR 200 
GusaRa'n. 
50 | The Gujarét Mitra. ...................0000- Surat .............:.| Weekly ...) 400 
51 » ‘Bombay Sam&char................c000 DOB occccscccces Daily ia te 
52 | ,» d&me damsed ....... eshet Cocsseus a eee i ea . 595 
53 » -Akhbfre Sowd4gar ....... ii ivisieen’ a scpwieeoeusl Do “— 615 
54 ss SE MINE Se sunrdcdinscocdvoadsénces A. eisecdcenans Weekly ...| 1,650 
55 ec ME BI viccnncdcccvcpscntdacssies mi am abies Do. ; 225 
56 fn WI FI es edidctccescisacececess OP Ngededcoe ves Do ws 500 
57 fy MEI III cc csssascneyccteapcoesevas Do ain a o 250 
58 cg MAGEE PIES bo scpc ccs. ses | Be Mabie: : Do. 700 
59 IN 5 con sh bac onsoccnesccdcaees i re Leen Do. 900 
60 » samsher Bahadur ........,... eutcitees Ahmedabad ...... Do. 200 
61 » Ahmedabad Samachér ............... eee ee Do. 60 
62 » Kaira Wartamén .......... reget eee alt MOE a accee skis ces Do 153 
63 5 .roath WartamAn ....:...:..<..0.. ee ape ee tear Do 50 
be PR I io os concn rece rnsevesakes Re re Do. Ss 115 
65 », Satya Mitra .......... scesneegpevasers | Bowley .....:...,-4 De. coe 400 
66 ig MI Ska cc ccccay setae vassesss ee Do ..| 1,000 
67 a, ME MOEN cco occ de: | epee: Soeka Tri-weekly 900 
68 yp Samerét Gamfch&r ............<..... NIG vinactnes sosnaes Weekly ..|:' 500 
69 jp PR IIIs onccecsiccenercctevens BID... covesesniciens Do. oe 600 
*70 sp COMEDER FEREGAL on... ccccsccee.sc cid WE cuss avensis Do. sue 100 
es » Broach Saméchar.....,.0.. ee ee “a eanaeeee Do. j 700 
*72 A OO ae cn a Do 100 
73 » Dny4n Wardhak eticablncecoc--] SHOMROME novaccaceees Monthly 400 
74 , mwadenn Wateal ............05....0... Ee re ee QO. 475 
75 , A’rya Dharma Prak4sh ........ Po a ee ae ...|. £00 
76 sg II MID 550) cones loud tdeess tees Ee Do, er 300 
Be Bis sg IO oinsis 5 vows. sansa vescnss: SNEED  -urincd sone dvs Do “ei 200 
i ee ee ee Ss rere yo eee PROT 50000. cepch Dajly 250 
Camarse 
79 | The Chandrodaya ..............+s::2sr0eee0- Dharwar........ ,-e-| Weekly... 200 
3 _ HONDUSTA'NL | : : 
80 | The Knshful Akhbar ...,.....,502-00+---| Bombay ...,,.002,--| Da. ve 175 
Px RSIAN; | 
; 81 | The Mofurrohal Kalub, path | Raeeaobis Stes 800 


' Notes.—The various notices have béen collected under different heads, which are printed i in italics, 


_ ‘fhe names of Newspapers aré ‘printed in italics, and the number of the Newspaper in the list at the 
beginning of the report’ is printed in brackets after the name. | 


Tne proprietors of the Newspapers marked * have not given information as to the number of copies 
issued. In these cases, an a estimate has been made by the Reporter. 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 25th January, in noticing the Chancellor’s 
address at the last Convocation of the Bombay 
oe gars = we gon University, observes that ~% rt a the aaa 
ors & decrease in the number of undergraduates studyi 
sr say of the Bombay for higher d , are commercial and agrarian dif 
_ culties, as mentioned by the Chancellor, and the absence 
of a prospect of immediate and remunerative employment for the graduates. 
Government want graduates to begin with a small salary, while outside the 
Government service they have few prospects. They do not possess sufficient 
general knowledge, originality, resource and self-reliance to strike out for them- 
selves a new and independent course. The Spectator disapproves of the 
Chancellor’s statement that the graduates have “a preferential claim” to employ- 
ment under Government to the prejudice of those who should give more satisfac- 
tion in actual work. Government have given the graduates good education, and 
with it they ought, without further favors from the State, to force their way up; 
and if they cannot do so, there must be something inherently weak in them. 
Again, Government ought not to imperil the prestige of the higher native service, 
by filling its ranks with incapable and unpractical men. 
A correspondent of the Indu Prakash (3) of the 26th January, writing from 
Nandurbdr, states that the people say that the town 


Says that no trace is found - : 
6 cas ickieetes has become healthier than before, since the des- 


committed at Nandurbér, &c, ‘*ruction of the neighbouring forest by the British 

_ Government, and express fears of its again becoming 
unhealthy by the reservation of forest in that part of the country under the 
new law. He also mentions that two daring robberies were recently committed 
there, and observes that recent crimes of the same nature have not been 
deteeted, and, consequently, the townsmen have become very apprehensive of 
losing their valuables, and are thinking of employing watchmen at their own 
eost. [tis rumoured that some of the policemen assist the thieves, and there is 
some ground for the rumour. On the occasion of one of the robberies alluded to 
above, if 1s said that a policeman was present near the spot where the woman 
was robbed of her ornaments. The attention of the Superintendent of Police, 
Khdndesh, is requested to the above state of things. 


A correspondent of the Native Opinion (4) of the 25th January observes 
that the remark made by His Excellency the Governor 
ee Sy A the of Bombay in his speech at Baroda, that the natives 
ency the is 

Govemmor at Barods. - Cannot expect to be as able administrators as Euro 
are, was not in good taste, and could not have pleased 
Sir T. Madhawréw. In the first place, no comparison was made by anybody 
between Englishmen and Natives so as to necessitate the remark asserting the 
superiority of the former, Again, the assertion is not borne out by history. 
Some say that the facts that the Englishmen solicited, with tears in their eyes, 
their Roman conquerors not to leave them, when the latter evacuated England, 
and that America was lost by mismanagement, were lost sight of when the 
above remark was made. Moreover, there is no use in praising one’s-self. The 


praise bestowed on the Dewan for writing correct English does not avail him 
much in the high position he occupies. 
The Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 29th January observes that the Collector of 
. eet ; Poona has, in consequence of the Deccan Ryots 
corlats point for the doioe Relief Act, returned to the Civil Courts cases 
of the High’ Court. which were sent to him in order that he might sell by 
ate _ auction the properties of the judgment-debtors. It is 
also said that Mr. Pollen, the Special Judge, has approved of this course, and has 
accordingly issued circular orders tothe Sub-Judges. But the Judge of Ahmed- 
nagar has, it is said, re-transmitted to the Collector of that district similar cases. 


Moreover, it is a rule of common law that, a new law has nota retrospective — 


effect as regards cases decided under the previous laws, and the High Court has 
passed several rulings to that effect. It seems, therefore, just that the point 


should be referred for final decision to thé High Court, whose decisions are 
respected by the public. | | ie 
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The Suryodaya (6) of the 26th January is thankful to His Excellency the 
Governor for protecting the educated natives, from 
Is thankfol to His Ex- the charge of disloyalty to the British Government 
cellency the Governor for brought against them by the Bombay Gazette.. His 
natives from the charge of xcellency deserves no small thanks for assuring the 
disloyalty. public, while the Gazette was denouncing the educated 
natives in the midst of the Deccan dacoities, that 
Government had full confidence in their loyalty. This assurance has been 
repeated by His Excellency in his recent Convocation speech, and it has been, 
moreover, announced that high and liberal education will continue to be given. 
These words of His Excellency deserve an expression of great gratitude not 
only from the educated nafives, but also from all the people of this country. 
(The Yajdén Parast (56) of the 25th January expresses similar sentiments.) 


The Poona Herald (11) of the 21st January, but received on the 26th, 

: compares the condition of the Irish peasantry with 

_ Suggests means for ad con, ‘+Hat of the Deccan ryots, and observes that they are 

— Pam ta eg ' exactly similar. The English Government are trying 

to improve their bad condition, but ft is rather astonish- 

ing that their efforts do not bring about the desired result. Perhaps the cause 
of this is that, these efforts are not sincerely made, and that there is a 


good 
deal of selfishness in them. England is given to look more to self-interest than 
to anything else. The Deccan Ryots Relief Act will, it is feared, make the 
condition of the ryots worse than it is. Hitherto they could raise money at 
reasonable interest. The money-lenders now hesitate to give credits, in fear of 


the difficulties created by the Act. Hence, there is a spews 2 of cultivation 


being checked, and misery among the ryots increasing considerably. Under 
these circumstances the best course appears to be, that the Indian ryots should 
establish an association for devising means to improve their condition, and for 
opening & communication with the Nationdl Land League in Ireland. The 
combined efforts of the two associations are sure to suggest some means for their 
mutual improvement, and to induce England to adopt them. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 25th January wonders that the English 
oo _ authorities did not dissuade the Gaekwuad from 
Observations in connection 


“gp spending upon his marriage the large sum of money 
Bareda vee Which has been expended. They have been in the 


habit of rightly condemning the expenses lavished 
upon Hindu marriages; but it is rather strange that they should have with- 


held their advice on this important occasion. How did those who blamed 
Sir Rich 


Temple for attending a party in honor of the god Ganapati, allow 
His Excellency and several other European officials to take a part in the 


festivities of the Hindu marriage at Baroda? Perhaps they have put up with 
the inconsistency, because the Euro guests were liberally treated. The 
Arunodaya ironically thanks Sir Richard for asserting in his speech at Baroda 
that, natives can never be as able administrators as Europeans are. 


The Belgaum Samdchdr (15) of the 26th January is exceedingly glad that 


_ His Excellency the Governor is heartily exertin 
_ re en = aye aig Dimself to raise and preserve forests in this Guaieoer 
a in order to secure a plentiful fall of the annual rains, 

which do not regularly visit barren plains. But in 
furthering this good object, care must be taken that the ryots do not experience 
any inconveniences. It seems that due care has not been exercised in this 

on. It is well known that the Rdmoshis of the Deccan experienced 
hardships from the new forest rules, and committed dacoities which caused no 
little trouble to Government and the people of the Districts of Poona, Thana 
‘Sdtéra and Shol4pur. When the K4nara Zilla was transferred some years ago 


to the Bombay Presidency, it was full of forest, and, sa oli 
es ealty | ency, it was full of fo and, consequently, its climate 


Many Government officials sent into that district from 

_ Dhérwdér, Belgaum and Ratn4giri, died from the unhealthy climate, Subse- 

quently a good deal of the forest was cut down, roads were made, and other 

_ Improvements were effected. The number of wild animals was also decreased 

__ by the praiseworthy exertions of dauntless Shikéris. This district is never known 
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to have been visited by a drought ora famine. In the last Deccan famine a 
large population of the famine-stricken districts migrated into K4énara and 
earned their livelihood. It is now said that Government have taken strict 
measures for increasing the forest of this district. If this report be true, it will 
again become as unhealthy as it was before; those le who now cultivate the 
cleared lands at the foot of the mountains will eprived of their means of 
livelihood, and the number of wild beasts of prey will increase to the great, 
injury of the ryots, who have been completely disarmed under the new Arms 
Act. Tigers go about in herds at night through the streets of the town of 
K4rwér. The condition of the villages must be still worse; and when the forest 
is increased, the danger from wild beasts will be awfully augmented. The 
object of increasing the forest round about Karwdr is inexplicable. The 
European Shikéris might find game near at hand, but fuel will be dearer than 
it is. The poor persons particalarly suffer from there being only one depét for 
the sale of wood for the whole town of Kaérwar, and from the prohibition to 


gather leaves of trees standing within a radius of five miles of that town. The 


leaves are made up into dishes for serving meals in, and their scarcity has caused 
no little inconvenience. Government ought to be merciful enough to remove 
these complaints. 


The Nydya Sindhu (16) of the 26th January regrets to see that since 
id the year 1875-76 the number of candidates for the 
moot poms af rn Matriculation Examinations held in the Bombay 
oil aga aie ee is decreasing every year. The reason 
assigned for this fall, in the Administration Report for 
1877-78, is that grants-in-aid to private schools have been discontinued. A 
reason cannot be assigned for the discontinuance of these grants, since 
more than half of the money spent upon education is obtained from the people 
expressly for educational purposes, and the grants to European and Eurasian 
schools are continued. Again, in spite of the withdrawal of this help, the private 
schools now-a-days pass at the Matriculation Examination a larger proportion of 
their candidates than they did before. It seems proper, therefore, that they 
should have some.enconragement. It would be well if five per cent. of the 
annual educational expenditure is set apart for this purpose, and a grant is 
given to an institution in proportion to the number of students it succeeds in 
passing at the examination. 


The Shubha Suchak (17) of the 23rd January, but received on the 26th, also 

7 disapproves of the rules for the admission of natives 
Disapproves of the rules into the Covenanted Civil Service without passing the 
ee competitive examination. The arguments advanced 
rs lat si are the same as those put forth by several of its 
native contemporaries, and noticed at some length in 
previous weekly snmmaries. 


The Kalpataru (18) of the — J epoery 18 surprised to see that the police- 
ee men, who where in charge of the lock-up at Poona, 
tke de notin ofthe conduc — the late Zeriee Nérdyan Dawre, coke Was in 
of the Poona police in regard confinement under a icion of having for 
ed —. late eee Dawre currency notes, recelvelt “kavait burns, = = 
———— allowed to join their duties after a suspension of about 
a month and a half. The suspected forger was said to have received severe 
burns, from the effeets of which he died afterwards, from a spark which fell from 
the native cheroot he was smoking at the time. How did he get the cheroot 
without the negligence or complicity of the policemen in charge of the lock-up ? 
And how was it that he was not attended to before he was severely burnt ? 
These and other questions raise strong suspicions about the conduct of the 
policemen, and Government ought to see whether justice has been done in this 
matter. Four accom ‘quan of the alleged forger were apprehended with him. 
They were kept in the custody of the police for about a month and a’ half, at 
the end of which period they are said to have been released by the Magistrate 
without any enquiry, as the police stated that it could not produce sufficient 
evidence for their prosecution. If this report be trae, Government ought to take 


due notice of this conduct ofthe Poona Police, as it is a dangerous precedent. to. 
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apprehend and confine a person without evidence sufficient to justify the course, 
and then to say that there is no evidence to support his prosecution. 


‘ In alluding to the Bill said to have been prepared by the Honorable Mr. 
Ashburner, for the purpose of enquiring into the 

of the alleged condition of Masjids and Temples, with reference 
— = to their income, expenditure and ent, the 
— Satya Mitra (45) of the 29th Jan 


managem 

uary observes that 
though the contents of the Bill are not known, and 
hence no opinion can be given upon its merits, yet if it be passed into a law, 
it would raise suspicions in the mind of the people about the conduct of Govern- 
ment. It will spread discontent, and will be considered as a step against the 
terms of the royal proclamations of 1857 and 1877. The mere report that the 
Bill is prepared, is said to have moved the Hindus and the Mahomedans to prepare 
protests against it. (The Kaside Mumbai (67) of the 28th January, in writing 
upon this subject, observes that the Collectors of the districts have, in reply to 
a reference from Government, given the opinion that there 1s no need of the 
proposed measure. If itis enacted into a law, it would spread discontent among 
the Hindus and the Mahomedans. It seems strahge that it should have been 
even thought of, since it interferes with the religious matters of the people, in 
opposition to the royal proclamations of 1857 and 1877. The object of the 
proposed measure appears to be to find out the cause of the unsatisfactory 
condition of the Temples and Masjids which have received grants from the former 
princes of this country, and to know whether those ts are held by the 
priests of those shrines. These enquiries can be well made through the Collectors. 
The K4sid then censures the Hindus and the Mahomedans for not publishing 
annual accounts of the expenditure of the religious grants, and for giving evasive 
replies to those who would ask information about them. The Honorable Mr. 
Ashburner has been probably informed by somebody that the Mahomedans and 
the Hindus do not look properly after the endowments of their respective shrines, 


and hence the proposed measure has made its appearance. They are advised 
to give up in future their apathy in this matter.) 


The Bombay Chronicle (49) of the 25th January, in alluding to the Khots 


Settlement Act, observes that independent and unpre- 
gs - — Bog the Khots judiced persons say that, no better settlement than 


that effected by the Act can be made. The new law 


gives to the Khots all rights which they can claim under sanads or under 


prescription, defines the right of the tenants in their lands, and specifies the tax 
| they must pay, and confirms some of the just dues of Government. To make 
| the law more favorable to the Khots than it is, would be to make unjust 

encroachments either upon the privileges of the ryots or of Government. The 
| credit of the satisfactory settlement of this long-vexed and involved question 
| belongs to Sir Richard Temple, who has succeeded in bringing it to so 
| ere & conclusion with the aid of Mr. A. T. Crawford, the able Collector of 


The Gujardt Mitra (50) of the 25th January observes that the Pétels and 
een Taldtis of some villages have’ misunderstood the 
| instructing village authorities OVernment order directing them to refuse and to cut 


for refusing to accept and for into pieces the late K. I. Company’s Rupees coined 
pri he a - E. J. previous to the year 1835, or old Kupees bearing the 
rs. 


Le ee Persian letters. These village authorities refuse to 
: : accept, and then cut into pieces the Rupees bearing the 
- impress of King William IYV., or of Her Majesty the Queen without the crown. 
_ To remove this misunderstanding and to save the ryots from the loss unjustly 
: inflicted upon them, Government should instruct the Collectors of districts to 
| Issue immediately a circular order to the village authorities that, no Govern- 
_ ment coin bearing the effigy of King William or of Her Majesty the Queen, is 
tobe refused or cut into pieces. It js useless to intimate to these authorities 
_ that the coin previous to the year 1835 is alone to be refused and destroyed, as 
they cannot decipher the English figures on the Rupee. 
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‘The Bombay Saméchér (51) of the 26th January observes that the hostilities 
commenced by the Mohmunds against the British 

Thinks that it would be forces are said to be on account of the capture and 
proper to release the mother imprisonment of the mother and wife of Y4kub Khén, 


and the wife eiay. and their intended deportation to India. Yékub’s 
ae : wife is the daughter of an important Sardar of the 
Mohmund tribe,-and it is said that they consider it their duty to effect their 
release. They inhabit the country near the Khyber Pass, and have commenced. 
to give trouble to the British forces. Considering the half civilized nature and 
vengeful conduct of the Afghans, it seems probable that they will run away 
with the idea deduced from their knowledge of what their own conduct would 
be on similar occasion, that the ex-Ameer’s wife and mother will not fare well 
at the hands of their British captors. This misapprehension is likely to raise 
all Afghanistan ; and, hence, it would not be improper to think of releasing 
the two female captives. : 3 


The same of the 29th January observes that the statement made by the 
‘Under Secretary of State in his speech at Hackney, 


Observations on the remark that the financial position of India has improved, 
ee a oe Secroty &c., ought not to be received with joy. The Honor- 


financial position of India @ble Mr. Stanhope remarked that he believed that 
has improved. the surplus revenue for the current year would 
cover the expenses of the Afghan war, and the ch 
of the new frontier railway. But it ought to be remembered that the large 
increase in the revenue has been effected by making a large increase in the 
taxes. The surplus of two krors of rupees was the allotted sum for famine 
insurance; and since its diversion to the Afghan war, works intended for 
mitigating the miseries of famines have been stopped. If a famine unfortunately 


visits this country, it would not fare better than it fared under similar calamities 
which befel it recently. 


The Rédst Goftdr (54) of the 25th January observes that formerly the cards 

oe _ Of persons desirous to attend the Governor’s levees 

ee —— Fee RL porn and receptions we called Pigs and those only had 
permission to go, whose cards were not returned. In 

pa ai — making arrangements for the first levee held by Sir 
_— FitzGerald, the cards of several European 

shop-keepers were returned; and it was shown thereby that persons of 
indifferent social standing had no right to be present at the levées. There 
ought to be some such rule as this that, persons though poor but respectable and 
well known ought to be invited to the receptions. A respectable character 
attaied either by belonging toa high family, or by the possession of high 
abilities, or by making a right use of riches, or by discharging one’s duties to 
the public, ought to be the only passport to the Government House receptions. 
But many persons who are a mere burden to their rich parents, or who have 
come into riches by a fortunate wind-fall, or who have not received high 
education, &c., are to be met with in these assemblies, At the levees held by 
Sir Richard Temple a proprietor of a dramatical corps and an editor, who cannot 


get on without going from door to door to solicit favors, found admission. This 
ought not to be allowed. 


The Yajdén Parast (56) of the 25th January, like the Rdst Goftdr (54) of 

: last week, disapproves of the presence of natives of 

: ee pl wesc indifferent social standing at the levees and assemblies 
sailing" the = ree held by His Excellency the Governor. To allow 
levee. such persons an entrance to these State gatherings is 


__ to lower the importance of the latter. The Parast 
hopes that due steps will be taken to remove the complaint. 


The Loka Mitra (58) of the 25th January is glad to find that His 

| Excellency the Governor’s attention has been drawn 
ae veoh Chan- to the causes of the decrease in the number of the 
prance erg ‘of the Bombe, Students attending Arts’ Colleges. In his address at 
University. Y the last Convocation of the Bombay University, His 
Excellency ascribed the decrease to the agricultural 
distress and the commercial depression which has existed in this Presidency for 


the past few years. But there is another cause more powerful than tho above- 
mentioned. People see that many University graduates cannot get. employment, 
and they are naturally led to believe that if they gave their sons a collegiate 
education, the latter would not find occupation befitting them, and that, there- 
fore, there was no use in making a sacrifice of money and time in obtaining 
University degrees. His Excellency has found out this last cause also, and 
has announced in his address that Government has already ruled and has issued 
orders that certain posts in the Government service should be reserved for the 
University graduates. If Sir Richard alludes by this announcement to the rule 
that the graduates should be appointed as Kérkuns in the Mémled4r’s Cutcheries, 
and subsequently made Mémlodérs, it may be observed that the people consider 
it a very small encouragement, and wish better expectations would be held out 
for the encouragement of higher education. 


Railways. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 25th January is afraid that no notice has 
_._. been taken of the complaints made in its issue of the 
haere hare es cota 13th November last about the mismanagement on the 
Reel enacvaes y* G.I. P. Railway line, and again assures Government 
that the complaints are true, and that if due enquiries are made, evidence 
establishing their truth will be found. The Opinion then observes that no 
urinaries are attached to the carriages of this railway, and the passengers are 
put to great inconvenience from theirabsence. There can be no good reason 
why the convenience should not be made on this railway, when other Indian 
veils ways have made a due provision in this matter. At times the passenger 
carriageson the G.I. P. line are overcrowded to the great distress of the 
3 On the station at Poona as well as in the train which leaves that 
lace at 11 a.m., the passengers suffer several inconveniences. The dealers of 
mbay have been put to more cost and trouble than they bore hitherto, by the 
Company having commenced to load and unload goods at W4ri Bandar instead 
of at Bori Bandar as was hitherto done. In conclusion, the Opinion prays 
Government to investigate the above complaints and to remove them. Enquiries 
made without the intervention of the railway authorities will be more satis- 
factory than when they are made through their medium. 3 


A correspondent of the Satya Mitra (45) of the 29th January states 

that several local trains run between Bombay and 

Pre ig a — Thana, but most of them carry a few passengers only, 

between Bombay and Théna. 20d sometimes run without any. These trains may, 

therefore, be well discontinued, and the passengers 

from and to Thana may be made to go in the ordinary trains which stop at that 
station. 


Native States. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 25th January also censures Sir T. Médhawrdw 

for failing to treat with due civilities the native guests 

aon ayy 8 po ag at an to the recent Baroda ogee . He Reese 
—- ge ;, the Kuro uests sumptuously, while he neglecte 

peartiel scsi sce the i pt oe Tha tenon were well cared for 

as regards their residence, food, carriages and amuse- 

ments, and hence His Excellency the Governor expressed his satisfaction to the 

Dewan. Some neglect was shown in issuing invitations by the latter, and 

most of the Native Princes and tributary Chiefs did not go. Those who went 

were neglected not only as regards accommodation, food, &c., but also as regards 

their reception on the occasion of the marriage, nor were they provided with 

Carriages or amusements. 


The Mahérdshtra Mitra (7) of the 22nd January, but prtthad: 9 the 26th, 

P in alluding to the report which ap sometime 
adopted Sees Se ago, that His Highness the young Mahérdjé of 
young Réjé of Kolhapur. Kolhdpur was suffering from bad health and unsound 
mind, observes that the Native Opinion reports that 

he is to be removed from Mahdbaleshvar to the Madras Presidency for change 
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of air: But it does not seem that either Ootcamund or any other place in the 
Madras Presidency would agree with him if Mahébaleshvar does not suit him. 
It is said that he once affirmed that his ailments proceeded from his not being 
allowed any independence at all. If this be true, he should be freed from the 
control of the K4rbh4ris about him, and allowed to some time in his family 

with a little independence. This treatment of him is likely to prove more 
beneficial to his health than any salubrious climate. It is to be hoped that the 


Political Agent and Government will do accordingly, after consulting the wishes 


of the unfortunate Prince. (The Dnydn Chakshu (9) of the 28th January makes 
somewhat similar remarks). 


The Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 29th January joins most of its 
‘mative contemporaries im severely censuring Sir 
be aggeod the Dewan = T. ese a for oe the native 7. and. 
Baroda neglecting sumptuously treating the E.uropean visitorsto the recent 
Sis ieacting. the recent festivities in honor of the young Gaekwad’s marriage. 
| Almost all the remarks made by the Hitechchhu have 
already appeared in other papers, and have been noticed at some length im 

previous weekly summaries. | 
The Guardt Mitra (50) of the 25th January regrets to see that Sir T. 

: Madhawréw is ov 
Censnures Sir Tanjore for 


ial to the le of the province 

wibrr of which he is a a He has Gabloyed ¢ places 
partial to the people ‘ 

of his native countey. of trust and large emoluments some people of Tanjore. 

In doing this he has shown that he does not consider 

the Gujar4tis fit to be trusted with high places in the administration, or that he 

has no confidence in them. He has married the young Gaekwad to a girl 

belonging to the family of the Princess of Tanjore. He invited on the occasion 

of the Prince’s marriage several young men from the same part of the country, 

and gave them presents of higher value than were given to the Gujarati guests. 


The Loka Mitra (58) of the 25th January asks the question—lIs there any 


necessity for building a new palace at Baroda for the 


ae « — oo ~ no =6Gaekwad? And replies that there is none. There 


oh Tia is in that city more than one palace, which as regards 
extent as well as ornamentation are befitted for the 
Prince’s residence. Sarkér Haveli is the old palace of the Gaekwads, in which 


the rulers have been living. Perhaps, it might be considered an antiquated 
building not suited to the present times. Then there is the Motib4g which will 
well suit the Prince if a few changes are made in it, and if it is connected with 
the neighbouring Mastubég. Best of all the palaces is the Najarbdg built by 
Malhdrréw, the ex-Gaeckwad. It is in the best part of the city, close to the 
original palace of Gaekwads, and is highly ornamented and very convenient. It 
is just the residence befitting a Prince, and nobody can find fault with it. (The 
Gujarat Mitra (50) of the same date expresses somewhat similar sentiments). 


The same observes, in the next leader, that it cannot understand the 
reason of building Lakshumiwilds palace porcedl the 
. the Najarbag exists. Sir T. Mddhawrd4w stated at 
rie > bail ag ge pie to the laying of the foundation stone of the new building 
assound. that, the Prince would be better able to rule his 


subjects well, if he lived in an airy, beautiful and 
ornamental palace than in 3 building of the opposite description. This 


reason sounds more like the high flown fancy of a young student than any 
thing else. Ifthe Dewan’s contention is concurred in, he too must get an equally 


gous poe for his own residence. The new building will cost about twenty 
acs of rupees. ‘This large amount may be well spent upon works beneficial to 
the poor subjects. Very probably the sanction of the Government of India has 
been obtained for the erection of the new palace. If it be so, it is not too late 
yet to withdraw the sanction, and save the money from being wasted. 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
— Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
drd February 1880. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdésh (3) of the 2nd February, in alluding to the Bill for the | 


urpose of enquiring into the condition of Masjids and 

Disapproves of the ~~ “a Temples with referees to their income, expenditure 
ry re heer Tousen and management, observes that it is strange that the 
7 | Honorable Mr. Ashburner should not see that the 
proposed measure violates the terms of the royal proclamations of 1857 and 
1877, promising not to interfere with matters connected with the religions of the 
e of India. The cause of his rep 3 induced to frame the Bill is inexplicable. 

Pert he wishes to impose a tax on the Temples and the Masjids. Even if 
e no such intention, the followers of both the religions will never like 


any interference by Government with their religious shrines. The mere report 
that the Bill has been —_ has given rise to movements, both among the 
Hindus and the Mahom of Bombay, for convening public meetings for the 

of making protests against the measure. They should use all despatch 
in sending the memorials to Government, so that they may reach them before 
the Bill is brought before the legislature. Seeing that.the mere report has 
raised opposition to the Bill, it would be well were the Honorable Mr. Ashburner 


to re-consider whether the Bill should be brought before the Council. (The 


Satya Shodhak (23) of the 1st February, and the Suryodaya (6) of the 2nd, 
express somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Dhérwar Writta et of the 29th January, but received on the 2nd 
ebruary, in alluding to the Religious Endowment 


Endowment Bill willproduce wonld cause unn interference with their 
a ee ele on hk part of Government ; but it is highly 


necessary that the people should exercise due control 
over the allowances paid to religious shrines. In some cases the priest does not 
attend upon the idol even once a year. He ought to be subjected to some control, 
in order to make him perform the duties for which he is paid. 


The Indu Prakash (3) of the 2nd February observes that Government 

- sometimes enact general laws to be applied to all 

Condemns the enactment parts of the country, without considering that the 

of general pg for og local differences in the climate, in the manners and 

pr ae ~* customs of the natives, &c., will prevent them from 

; being suited toall alike. For instance, the Act for the 

conservancy of forests will be beneficial to such parts of the country as are 

barren and treeless; but it cannot be so where the country is already covered 

over with a thick forest. It would be well, therefore, if Government give up 
the present course, and enact laws suited to particular localities and people. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the Ist February, in noticing the Chancellor’s 
address at the last Convocation of the Bombay Uni- 
Fc sah wi ” yo oon vOrmaey' wr ssh pe the absence of b Chatfield, 

we address “4 the Director of Public Instruction, on this important 
University. of the Bombay occasion, surprised the people assembled to witness 
it. The Chancellor exerted himself a great deal in 

order that the address might be audible all over the building, but the inherent 
defects of the hall did not allow it to be heard properly, and the public 
enjoyed it after it ap in print. Jt would be well if Government were to 
remove the defects of the hall once for all, since they give rise to a similar com- 
plaint every year. His Excell ascribed the decrease in the number of the 
students learning in the arts colleges to the agricultural distress, commercial 
depression, and want of sufficient employment. But these are not the only 
causes; there are others stronger than them. The want of sufficient encouragement 
from Government and their officers to higher education, the heavy cost of that 
education, the diversion to the vernacular education of a portion of the funds 
which should be devoted to it, &c., cannot be said to have exercised little in- 


fluence in checking its spread. Even a person earning about seventy-five 


rupees a month finds it very expensive to give his son education-up to the 
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Matriculation Standard ; much less can he afford to send him to a college. The 


inion is grateful to His Excellency for opening to the graduates prospects of 
pe lovsetk $e ‘the Revenue Department, for advising them to prosecute their 
tudien for the sake of knowledge itself, and for ing to the University 
authorities to exert themselves to give them a sound moral education. In 


conclusion, the Convocation address is pronounced to be the best of its kind. 


The same, in alluding to the events which have recently occurred in 
ee Afghanistan, observes that while the Afghans threat- 
Oheorvayins m a ened to attack General Roberts’ encampment at 
gg ——— Sherpur, the English escsumi announced that Afgha- 
-  nistan was not to be annexed to the British territory, 
that the English forces would return when the need for their remaining had passed. 
away, and that the Gundamuck Treaty would be observed. This assurance led 
to the belief that Afghanistan would be vacated as soon as Cabul was re-taken 
by the — ih, the Afghans were put down, and peace was restored to the 
country. But it now seems that this course is not to be followed. From the 
Times of India of Wednesday last, it seems that more troops are telegraphed for, 
that General Stewart will move on to Ghuzni, and that General Phayre will 
advance upon Herat, &c. If this be true, it is to be regretted that the British 
Government should think of again rushing rashly into danger. 


The Dnydén Prakash (5) of the 5th February is concerned to learn from the 
? Times of India, that Government have refused to 
Is sorry that Mr. Nani grant ission to Raw Bahddur Ndéné Moroji, the 
— sg Bact Neage —* “ cf of gage ogee. £ to serve one year 

ird magistrate’s ‘ore after March next. le possesses great fact an 
null ogee toa native. discrimination, so very essential to a magistrate; and 
the Bombay papers have on several occasions borne 
testimony to his having given complete satisfaction to the people of that city. 
_ He does not, moreover, seem to have suffered much in health. It 1s inexplicable 
= why Government should refuse to grant him permission to serve one year more. 
_ There are several officers who have attained an age upwards of 55 years, who 
| have served for nearly forty years, and who are so much impaired in health as 
| tobe unfit for serving any longer. And yet Government do not take due 
+ notice of them, owing to these superannuated officers inducing their official 
_ superiors to obtain permission to let them serve for some time more. The third 
| magistrate’s post has been hitherto held by a native; and it is to be hoped that 
| this rule will not be departed from by giving the place to any other than a 
native. (The Indian Spectator (1) of the ist February highly praises the 
_ Magistrate for the able discharge of his duties, and hopes that Government will 

| grant him the one year’s extension of service applied for by him.) 


The same observes that Government have not done well in abolishing the 
. ban Senior Assistant Judge’s Court at Sholépur. It is 
Bee of Pig sed true that the court had to perform very little civil 
| Court at Sholépur. work ; but the Poona District Court, to which the work 
| has been transferred, is distant for the ple of 
| Sholépur. The distance by the rail between the two places is upwards of one 


= hundred and sixty miles, but all people of the Sholdpur District cannot be 


| reasonably expected to go by it; and those who will avail themselves of it, will 
| have to spend a good deal of money, and undergo a great deal of trouble. 
_ Again, the accused in lock-ups will have to wait for two or more months until 
the District Judge of Poona visits the place to hold the criminal session. These 
_ considerations will, it is hoped, induce Government to locate an Assistant Judge 
_ at Shol4pur entrusted with the powers of a Judge. 


The Suryodaya (6) of the 2nd February, in discussing the question “ What 
has England done for India?’ observes that there is 


_ Observes that India should no doubt that the former has conferred on the latter 
_ get due support and encour- 


ndteoartg: |. eer several blessings, for which the Indians are deepl 

: elie haw dae enter - grateful, There is nothing wrong in the fact that 
. Englishmen get large salaries, as they come to a 
distant country, and spend their lives and energies in ruling the realm justly 
and honestly. England carries on extensive trade with this country, and her 
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political ascendancy avails her so much as to allow India very little share in the 
benefits accruing from it. The latter does not possess much skill and capital, 
and cannot, therefore, compete successfully with the former. India, however, 
makes some small efforts to increase her trade, but does not receive due en- 
couragement from England. For instance, some cotton mills have been started 
here, but the English manufacturers not liking the competition, have succeeded 
in getting a portion of the import duty on Europe cotton goods abolished, and 
- are likely to get the remainder of the duty removed. A Factory Act is also 
being prepared. India solely depends on English support for her welfare, and 
such discouraging measures as the above mentioned ought not to be adopted. 


She should get more support and encouragement than are given her, that she 
may thrive and prosper. 


The Mahdrdshtra Mitra (7) of the 29th January, but received on the 2nd 


February, requests the Post Master General to autho- 

Prays that the Branch rize the Branch Post Office in the town of Sdtédra to 
Ce ee ee of issue and cash money-orders. It does not do so now, 
rexseoretg i anai ‘orders, #0d the townspeople have to go to the Post Office in 
camp to get. or cash money-orders, and are thereby 

put to much unnecessary trouble. It is hoped that this concession will be made 


since the townspeople transact considerable business in money-orders. 


A correspondent of the same observes that several Kirkuns, who were 


serving in the Public Works Department, have been 

sh —- - hele ~. adrift a hs the officers = — a were 
— emp have been -pensioned under the recent 
-eonmer — Raniation of Government, in order to effect a saving 
in the State expenditure. These K4rkuns have served 

for twenty-five or more years, and it is really a great hardship to them that they 
should be discharged for no fault of theirs. At their advanced age they cannot 
find any other employment, and are suffering distress. It behoves Government, 
therefore, to do something for them. The writer has heard that the different 
Executive Engineers have asked Government to give them the same number of 
officers as have been pensioned recently, and observes that if this be true, Gov- 


ernment have not been benefited by compelling some of the officers to retire on 
gratuities and pensions. : 


The Jagan Mitra (14) of the 2nd February observes that formerly ‘sheets 

of post paper with half anna postage stamps embossed 

Requests the authorities on them were issued, and they proved a great con- 

orgs » ba ager gl venience to the public. They checked tosome extent - 

sae eos embossed on *20 crime of affixing defaced postage stamps by 

them. servants to whom their masters had given money to 

put stamps on packets, and prevented other kinds of 

frauds. Now-a-days such sheets are not to be had. The authorities concerned 
would do well to bring them again into use. 


The Belgaum Samidchér (15), of the bey February observes that Govern- 
ane ment disarmed the people in the mutinous times 
Asean — ionk: 1857, and the Arms Act of that time was quite able 


_ to punish the persons who concealed arms, or carried 
them without first obtaining a license from Government to do so. Notwith- 


standing this, and in spite of the protests from not only the vernacular press, 
but also from a large number of the Anglo-Indian papers, the new arms law 
has been enacted. Mr. Gladstone has already denounced this law, and his 
condemnation of it proves that the experienced and great politicians of 
England disapprove of it. The Indian ryots are well known to be a peaceful 
and a law-abiding race, who have never made an armed opposition to their 
rulers. It is also an admitted fact that the mutiny of 1857 was made not by 
the ryots, but by the misguided sepoys of the British army. By disarming the 
peaceful ryots, they have been exposed to new dangers. They cannot defend 
themselves and their cattle from the attacks of carnivorous animals, nor will 
they be able to protect their crops from the ravages of the wild beasts, if they 
are not given licenses to use arms during the harvest. These evils are rampant 
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in such districts as contain mountains and forests. Formerly the crime of 
carrying a weapon Without a license was punished with a small fine, while the 
new Act makes the offence unbailable, and hence even a respectable person, in 
whose possession @ weapon is found, is a — and after being handcuffed, - 
Ss carshed Go 6:tohe! distaste tobe placed ore & first class magistrate for trial. 
The rules framed under this Act by the Government of India, authorize a pdtil © 
and a police officer to carry arms without a license. Now if every patil were 
allowed to possess a weapon, there would be one weapon at least in every village 
for its protection. But it seems that some of the Collectors have interpreted 
the word patil into a patil who enjoys in4m Jands, and have wots 6d allowed 
four or five pdtils in every tdéluka to possess arms. Again, some Collectors say 
that by a police officer, the police inspector only is meant, while some Superin- 
tendents of Police include in the definition the chief constables also. In 
conclusion, the Samdchér observes that the new Arms Act inflicts miseries on 
the people, but the present time is not appropriate for discussing them. It is, 
therefore, expected that the behaviour of some officers, in opposition to the object 
of the law, will be noticed and prohibited, and that the people will be allowed 
to enjoy so much of happiness as can be allowed under a harsh law. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 30th January, but received on the 2nd February, 

- in alluding to the Chancellor's address at the last 
Complains that the Pro- (Convocation of the Bombay University, observes that 
fessor S ee ee it is very gratifying to see that Sir Richard Temple 
cada oem is exceedingly desirous of encouraging the intel of 
education, and that His Excellency’s arrangement for 

providing the University graduates with places in the Revenue Department, has 
produced satisfactory results. Not only have some graduates been employed 
and have given satisfaction to their official superiors, but the number of students 
in the Deccan College has increased. ‘There are now so many students in that 
institution that all the dormitories have been occupied, and a few tents have been 
pitched to accommodate some. His Excellency is also very anxious that the 
students should get a sound scientific education; but it is to be regretted that 
he should not have taken due care on some occasions to- appoint able teachers. 
The Professor of Mathematics in the Deccan College is inefficient, and the 
Principal of the College has reported the same to Government. His Excellency 
has also promised to consider the matter, but has, as yet, done nothing. The 


‘number of professors in that institution is very limited, and the inefficiency of — 


any of them retards the progress of the students. ‘The best course appears to 
be, that the inefficient Professor should be provided with a place somewhere else, 
and the vacancy should be filled up by an able mathematician. 


The same observes, in another place, that an incompetent professor is 
appointed in the Elphinstone College also. The 

Pgs that a Professor * soap of these inefficient men has brought upon 
> efficient, ee Sea is Excellency the Governor the imputation that he 


| promotes personal favorites and sycophants. This 
slur needs to be removed. 


The Pandhart Writia (31) of the 28th January, but received on the 2nd 
_ February, sayé that there is a report that the poor- 
Requests Government not house at Gopdlpur is to be closed in a fortnight. If 
Cone we poor-hovse st this be true, the maimed and the sickly inmates of the 
— “Shouse will suffer much distress when they are sent 
: adrift, as this year’s crops have been very scanty, and 
the ryots cannot afford to be charitable. If Government be unwilling to main- 
tain any longer the present number of inmates, they should be pleased to provide 
for the maimed and the sickly only for the next eight months, after which 
period the charitable ryots will, it is hoped, be able to maintain them. | 
The Dnydén Bodhak (39) of the 26th January and the 2nd February, repeats 
ei i the old assertion of the native press that, under the 
lish th melden ge administration of the late East India Company there 
were few taxes, and the people were happier than they | 
have been under the direct rule of Her Imperial Majesty. The objectionahle 
income-tax and other taxes came in the course of time, and began to strip the 
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people of their money. Fortunately for India, Lord Northbrook came out as 
the Viceroy, and His Lordship abolished the income-tax, after psc | considering 
the impoverished condition of the country. His Excellency L L re- 
imposed the license-tax at a time when the country had just passed ugh a 
continuous famine of three years, which had caused great havoc among men and 
beasts. After briefly describing the horrors of those disastrous times, the Dnydn 
Bodhak laments that not only is this tax still levied, but it is pro to keep 
it in existence in future by enacting the Amended License-tax Bill, and exhorts 
the people to represent to Government the exact impoverished condition of the 
country, and to move them to abolish the tax. ; 


The Bombay Chronicle (49) of the Ist February, in alluding to the Masters 
and Servants Bill, observes that the Honorable 
sg emery hag Masters Miossrs. Stokes and West, two Members of the Law 
= Commission, have recommended that the punitive 
clauses of the measure should be retained, while the Honorable Sir Charles Turner 
advises that they should be expunged. The reasons given by the last-meationéd 
gentleman in support of his argument are important and weighty, and a large 
number of people seem to approve of his recommendation. For a long time 
past the European planters and merchants of the mofussil have been wishing for 
the enactment of such a measure as the Bill. They have been tyrannizing over 
their laborers, but haye been considerably checked in their illegal practices by 
the existing law. Several of them exact forced labor from their laborers under 
the pretext of a contract made with them. This conduct of the European 
masters has been known to the public since the Sonthal rebellion, and continues 
to the present day as is to be seen from the disturbances created by the Ndgds. 
The Honorable Messrs. Stokes and West appear to have forgotten these facts. 
Again; the existing law is quite able to settle satisfactonly the differences aris- 
ing between the employer and the employed. Under these circumstances, to 
invest the criminal courts with authority to punish the latter for breaking a 
contract, would be tantamount to making him something of a slave to his 
employer, as is forcibly expressed by Sir Charles Turner. It is, therefore, to be 
hoped that the leaders of native society will not fail to protest against the 
proposed measure in defence of their poor countrymen. 


The same, in alluding to the disapproval expressed by an English paper of 

Lord Lorne being appointed the next Viceroy in 

Pa oo ope succession to Lord Lytton, observes that it matters 

patsy 2 he A. Vioeroy. little whether he or any other statesman comes out as 

the Governor General. The real ruler of the Indian 

_ Enpire is not the Viceroy ; it is the Secretary of State for India guided by the 

_ Ministry. He rules the great dependency by strictly following the principle 

| of conserving the interests of the party to which the Ministry belong. The 

= ‘Yaiceroy has merely to record and carry out the orders issued by him, and is 

therefore a mere ornamental ruler. Lord Lytton’s high abilities and great ex- 

| perience have availed this country very little. He could not prevent the aboli- 

| tion of a portion of the import duty on Europe cotton goods, the stopping of 

| great and remunerative -public works, the diversion of the famine insurance 

. fund, the difficulties raised in the way of correspondents of newspapers sent to 

the front, getting true news about the war, &c. Perhaps he ome kaee lamented 

over his own inability and helplessness in the matter. Under these circum- 

. stances there is no need for being sorry for the appointment of Lord Lorne, or 

for rejoicing over that of Lord Dufferin, who in the opinion of the English 
_ paper mentioned above, is more fit for the post. ? 


The same, in alluding to the call made by Government on the Municipality 
of Bombay to pay half the expense of the working of 
__, Disapproves of the pecgmenl the Contagious Diseases Act, which is to be shortly 
: pag age apo og re-introduced into that city, observes that ten years 
Day. “"- ago this law was brought into force, but it failed to 
secure the object with which it was introduced, and 


proved an engine of oppression on the poor people. It produced very little 
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benefit compared to the cost and trouble caused by it, and indirectly contributed 
to the spread of immorality and the contagious diseases. The Corporation has, 
therefore, wisely refused to consent to ‘the proposal of Government before 
obtaining information as to the working of this Act in the cities of Calcutta and | 
Madras, It may also be mentioned that this law has been found in Europe to 
be harmful, and there are more opponents than supporters of it. Among the 
former may be counted eminent physicians, jurists and statesmen, whose con- 
demnation of it on actual experience deserves great weight. 


The Gujardt Mitra (50) of the 1st February, in alluding to the opinion 

Je | expressed by Mr. Lethbridge in one of the English 
Prays Government to con- periodicals that, if the good of the rulers and the ruled 
sult the native public ae ahe in India is to be accomplished, the opinions of the 
pis - : enemas educated natives on current topics should be ascer- 
tained, &c., observes that since this is the opinion of 


a high and experienced Euro official, Government should i ship up their 
ong 


prejudice against the native public opinion. The Mitra has all asserted 
that the origin of several mistakes committed by Government has laid in the 
disregard of it. The native press is its best exponent, but the authorities 
entertain so much dislike for it, that they have the new Press Act for the 
purpose of gagging it. ‘Though the Act has been proved to be a mistake, it still 
remains in existence. Government ought to give up this course, and consult the 
the native opinion, which has grown healthy from the spread of education in 
the country. | 7 | 


The same, in alluding to the alleged discovery of an extensive fraud said 
oO} that if strict +2 have been committed by a Pérsi Inspector of the 
enquiries are made,frauds will Commissariat at Kandhar, observes that if a strict 
be detected in the Commis- examination is made of the Commissariat stores at the 
sariat stores at several sta- several stations, there is every probability of large 
— frauds being detected. The usual mode of cheating 
Government or rather the helpless soldiers is, that the Commissariat subordinates 
receive from the contractors inferior kinds of provisions to those for which the 
contracts have been given. The examining officers generally make a superficial 
examination of the articles, and are, therefore, unable to discover the frauds. 
If the soldiers complain to the Commissariat ple that the provisions — 
| issued to them are of an inferior kind, they are told that they have deteriorated a 
_ from being long kept in the store. The tricks of the unscrupulous Commissariat 
subordinates and of the contractors will be easily detected, if a thorough and 7 
| searchin rae is made of all the articles to be found in the Commissariat | 
| stores of the different stations. Generally, good articles are kept at the top, : 
' while the bad are allowed to remain beneath, in order that the latter may 
| escape the examination made by the inspecting officials. 


The same, in alluding to the events occurring in Afghanistan, observes that 
. Por gees the arenes agg one kind * opinion when 
Pa sophie! ; , ©O8- peace prevails in that country, and express quite 
_ Reed War in Aighanistan 18 different sentiments when suibine Pos. gh 
: to disturb that . This shifting policy has kept 
the public in the dark as to the particular policy which will be adopted with 
regard to that country. The London press dahil that Government should at 
_ once declare the nature of the policy they have determined to adopt, while the 
Continental papers observe that the Afghan country should either be conquered 
/or vacated at once, and the unnecessary carnage of human beings should be 
avoided. Thus, though the world unanimously condemns the lengthened war, 
-yet the Ministry obstinately persist in it. But since their obstinacy inflicts 
Tuin on the people of India, the same deserves to be protested against. 
_ The same is glad that the ies ie nage officials 4 whom the 
oe _. question of the desirability of passing t a ny ious 
ares - Religi- ya iene Bill was referred to for opinion, have. 
ee expressed themselves against it. The Mséra is thank- 
ful to the Honorable Mr. Ashburner for the anxiety he has shown in framing 
the Bill for the due preservation of the rights of the Hindus and the Mahome- 
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dans to their respective religious endowments. But Government cannot justly 


interfere with them, as they are generally the Saigo > gawk Nebemebaee i, 
priaiies to whom they have descended from their lineal ancestors or spiri 
ides, or were made over as gifts. . 


The same requests the authorities concerned, to transfer to the Provincial 
College at Ahmedabad some of the scholarshi 


Suggests t _* endowed by the Native Princes and Chiefs in the 
rebalag nig or nage Collene Elphinstone College. Education has become ve, 


Ahmedabed Provincial 22 r le cannot afford to give higher education 
College. to their c ‘Idron. Under these circumstances, it is 
a: desirable that the Ahmedabad College should 
have a few stipendiary scholarships. The Bombay College has a number of 
them, and can afford to.spare a few. The endowers will be very glad to con- 
sent to the proposal, as it would benefit a young and promising institution. 
Sir T. Médhéwréw is also requested to endow the same College with a scholar- 
ship, in commemoration of the Gaekwad’s marriage. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (51) of the 3rd February, in noticing the Government 
Resolution on the Educational Report of this Presidency 


Observations on the de- for the last year, observes that Government properly 
crease in the number of stu- 


attribute the decrease in the number of students in 

por gs a elementary schools, to some shortcomings of the 
Educational Department itself; and the suggestion 

made by an Anglo-Indian paper on this subject, deserves due attention from the 
authorities. It says that some changes must be made in the different school 
standards, and in the mode of examination ; and that the Educational Depart- 
ment should merely specify the subjects to be taught in schools, but should 
desist from ruling that they should be taught from particular books. These 
remarks apply more forcibly to the vernacular school curriculum. The Mardthi 
and the Gujarati languages are based upon Sanskrit. On this plea some of the 
reading-books are so filled with Sanskrit words, as to make it difficult for the 
teachers to teach, and for the students to understand the lessons. The style of 
their composition is also so difficult as to be scarcely intelligible. New school- 
books written in a comparatively easy style are, therefore, sadly wanted to 
supply the place of the present books on languages, and the Educational 
Department should supply this desideratum. Again, the mode of tuition 
adopted by the department is defective. Proper care is not taken to give boys 
a sound knowledge of useful matters, while much of their time is spent in 
learning subjects which are comparatively of little use to them. For instance, 
they are taught to solve hard examples given in books on arithmetic, but they 
are not taught to make rapid calculations of the ordinary transactions of daily 
_ life. They are made to learn by-heart the geography of foreign countries, but 
_ know very little geography of their own country or even province. There can 
| be no wonder if this kind of tuition, which the students find hard to receive, 


| and which naturally displeases their parents, should have contributed ta lessen 
| the number of students in the primary schools. 


The Jdme Jamsed (52) of the 7th February observes that the reports 
received from the English Consuls stationed in the 
| Observes that the recent different parts of China, show that this year the culti- 
_ increase in the dutyon opium vation of the opium plant has, considering the famine 
} ‘bas not boon wisely made. which prevailed in that country for the previous two 
: eaametine years, been made on a sufficiently large scale. This 
_ cultivation is sure to increase still more, if the following years happen to be as 
good as the a The prohibition issued by the Chinese Government 
_ against the cultivation of the plant is not much regarded by the district autho- 
| nities, who find that opium pays them better than any other crop. The Persian 
| opium: has also entered into a competition with the Indian drug. The former 
is sold cheaper than the latter, and is, therefore, consumed in = quantities, 
| particularly by the masses. To put down the competition of the native and of 
_ the Persian drugs, it is necessary that the price of the Indian opium should be 
- lowered. And in this light, the recent increase in the duty levied on opium can- 
not be approved. 
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_ The Rést Goftér (54) of the 1st February observes that Mr. Néné Moroji 
is considered the best Magistrate in Bombay. He 


Wishes that Mr. ‘Nénd is able, impartial, grave, careful, and courteous, and 
a Feline, Boukay, weald’ be 1 L. there have rola S Magistrates of Police who were 


seneh ts sine so intelligent and patient as he is. He possesses a close 
more. ic sss uaintance with the native character, and soon 


understands the disposition of parties coming before 
him. It must be stated that some of his decisions were ial and unjust ; 
but most of the parties ne. Page police court evince an anxiety to take their 
cases to him, and, if he t, they purposely make a delay in order to get 
pe Ss ests px A afl ny Bae gps ore him. He isalso more willing to 
give sound advice in order to settle matters amicably in cases of private disputes 
than to punish the parties. In short, he is a successful Magistrate, and is said 
to have prayed Government to allow him to serve two years more. Govern- 
ment ought to desist from compelling him to take pension at once, as his 
enforced retirement will displease the public much. 


The same observes that this was the only native paper which approved of Sir 
Bartle Frere excluding natives from the balls at the 
Observes that some native Government House, when he did so for the first time 
ee ee sixteen years ago. The exclusion was approved not 
pacthccmatr Sg because it was desirable that an invidious distinction 
should be made between Europeans and natives, but 
— the higher sours of oo Ppt — 2 native ladies mixing a 
ublic com and malign respectable ladies who appeared in public 
aaniin, 7 e times have altered ; the : ble por dae have Fredo got 
rid of their poems against bringing the ladies of their families into public 
assemblies, and now-a-days assemblies of respectable men and women are com- 
mon. Thus the cause excluding natives from the balls at the Government House 
no longer exists. But this exclusion seems to be continued, though it is said 
that Sir J ji apy was invited to the ball of the 23rd January. Sir 
Bartle Frere excluded all from the State balls but Mr. Manekji Kharsetji Shroff, 
as he always appeared in public with his educated daughters, and was the stanch 
advocate and pioneer of women’s liberty. He too has been excluded from the 
balls given in Sir Richard’s time. He as well as several others ought to receive 
invitations to these balls. 


The same, in discussing the question “ What is to be done with Cabul?” 
er giving the recent telegraphic news on the subject, 
Observations on the news observes that the Ministry appear to have come to the 
oa Government decision that the Afghans should be left to select their 
ma aay iby a ar own ruler, that the British Government should hold 
| Kandahar, and that Persia should be asked to take 
into possession and retain Herat; while the Pioneer says that the Ministry have 
docked 10 take ied. oak te eaake 16 over to Persia. But a great risk is in- 
curred by ing the British authority as far as Herat. The telegraphic news, 
however, shows that England has been induced to come to this decision by the 
ambitious schemes of Russia. It is said that after the season is opened, the 
Russians will march a strong force first upon Merv and next upon Herat, &c. 
This news has, probably, induced the Ministry to forestall the Russians in the 
occupation of Herat, and to make over that city to Persia. But this step will 
bring on new troubles, and hence it seems better to strengthen our own frontier 
and sit quiet. 


The Samsher Bahddur (60) of the 30th January, but received on the 2nd 
February, extols the Chancellor's address at the last 

Notices the Chancellor’s (Convocation of the Bombay University, and expresses 
nage yer a gratitude to His Excellency the Governor for pro- 
sity : y wmve- tecting the educated natives from the charge of dis- 
: loyalty to the British Government, brought against — 
them by some Government officials. The Samsher is also thankful for the order | 
issued by Government for employing University graduates in the Revenue 
Department, but observes that this order is sometimes disobeyed. For instance, 
when the post-of awal kérkun or that of treasurer (to the mamlatdér?) is likely 
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to fall vacant, the incumbent is sometimes transferred to the office of the 
Collector, and when he resigns, the vacancy is filled up by the appointment of 
some other person than a graduate, as the Government order does not apply to 
vacancies occurring in the Collector's office. 


Municipakties. 


A correspondent of the Jéme Jamsed (52) of the 3rd February observes 
; that on the occasions of street-fires in Bombay, very 


Suggests a provision of frequently more than a half hour a 
pot a liao gallina message is carried to the persons in e of the 


Vehar water works‘and water in sufficient quantities 
is despatched through the pipes to the locality where the fire is raging. But 
in this interval the unchecked fire commits great damage. It would be well, 
therefore, if small reservoirs were built in quarters where there are no wells 
nor tanks. Their water hea ya of great service for immediate use, till a 
further supply can be obtained to quench the fires. 


A correspondent of the Kaside Mumbai (67) of the 2nd February observes 

‘ ais i that the re ona gor’ Contagious Diseases 

Approves of the proposal to Act into Bombay proposed by Government, is sure to 

+ nsensatng and — prove beneficial. It will produce the salutary result 

| of lessening the cases of venerial diseases, of inducing 

some prostitutes to marry and become honest house-wives, and of putting down 

private prostitution which is extensively carried on in the houses of procuresses. 

It 1s, headin, to be hoped that the Municipality will consent to pay half the 
cost of the working of the Act. 


Railways. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 1st February, in noticing the report on the 


‘pa working of the State Railways in the Bengal Presi- 
: Buggests a "cg __ dency in the year 1878-79, observes that thoygh this 
— * Agee ° year the income is larger than that for the year im- 


mediately preceding, yet it gives only one and half 
per cent. interest on the capital. This makes these railways a losing concern, 


since Government had to raise loans for their construction at four or four and a 
half per -cent. It would be well, therefore, to reduce the cost of working these 
lines by giving over their management into the hands of the natives alone. 


Native States. 


The Suryodaya (6) of the 2nd February also observes that there is at 


: , more than one palace quite fitted for the 

Bi that fone is NO residence of the Gaikwad, and hence there was no 

at poainy anne Ree ae necessity for laying the foundation stone of a new 

building, to be called the Lakshimiwil4s. The pro- 

jected edifice will cost about twenty lacs of rupees, and this large amount may 
be considered to be sheer waste. 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Pross. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
10th February 1880. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 9th February observes that the Queen’s speech 
at the recent opening of Parliament does not contain 
Prays Government to = a clear declaration of the policy intended to be pursued 


._o- Saere in regard to Afghanistan. The m of the 
Lea Soprt  Prortagy ™ “statement made in the speech, that Government desire 
: to establish friendly relations with the Afghan rulers 


and people, is ambiguous. Ydkubkhdn has abdicated, and his good faith is 

, and there is, therefore, no probability of his being placed upon the 
throne by the British Government. ere is also little probability of any of 
his relations, or Mahomed Jan, or Abrahimkh4n, the two claimants to the 
Amirship, being raised to the throne, and the question who is to be the next 
Amir remains unanswered. Thus the future of Afghanistan is as much involved 
in ambiguity as ever. If Government clearly declare the exact policy which 
they intend to follow, the declaration will considerably allay the great anxiety 
felt by the public, that the affairs in Afghanistan may take a wrong direction, 
and more lives may be causelessly sacrificed. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 8th February observes that though a 
: century haselapsed since the introduction of British rule 
Suggests the concession to into this country, yet the European officers do not seem 
the People of anu of the to be acquainted with the real condition of the people. 
a he purpose of controlling ‘he later generation of the officers are more ignorant 
the budget of the empire. of it than their predecessors. The reason of this is 
that, communication between England and India has 
become easier and more expeditious than it was before, and, consequently, 
Euro officers do not devote sufficient attention to enquiring into and under- 
standing the real condition of the country. Trade and commercs have decreased, 
agriculture has become unremunerative, famine threatens to become inter- 
mittent, and the administrative expenses have increased considerably. These 
things have made the condition of the country so bad as to terrify the people. 
As one of the means of improving it, and of making British rule more conducive 
to the real welfare and happiness of the people, the administrative expenses 
need to be reduced. Government recently made an attempt in this direction, 
but have failed to effect the reduction to the extent needed by the requirements 
of the case. Under these circumstances it seems desirable that the people 
should obtain the right of nominating a Council in India itself for the purpose 
of controlling the budget of the empire. The right of representation in Parhia- 
ment is more desirable, but the people are not yet quite fit to exercise it 
perly. Sir David Wedderburn hee announced in Parliament that he intends to 
introduce a motion for conferring on the people a share in the representation 
of the India Council. His proposal is not unworthy of support, and should get 


it from all public associations, But the above suggestion for a Council in India 
itself is more desirable at present. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdésh(5) of the 9th February observes that 
the village of Chémbli, in Téluka Purandhar, of the 
. and se ps apd a Poona Collectorate, is large, and contains a population 
the village of Chémbii. of about 1,000 souls. It 18, moreover, situated on 2@ 
pont ne thoroughfare. But there is neither a chévdi nor a 
dharamshdlé in it, and Government officials and travellers are put to grea 
inconvenjence for want of them. A small stream runs by the vi , but it 
gets dry at the beginning of the hot season, and the people then suffer 
inconvenjence from a want of sufficient water within easy reach. There 1s, 
however, a large dilapidated well by the side of this stream, and if it is repaired, 
it will provide a supply of water, The writer prays Government to build 
a chdvdi and repair the w : | : 
The Arunodaya (13) of the 8th February, in noticing the Master and 
Servant Bill, observes that not ony are but some 


asd Boreeet Bill ot eee Anglo-Indian papers also say that the reciprocal 


y 


conduct of Indian masters. and servants is not only 
satisfactory but exemplary, and foreigners admire it; and the proposed law, if . 
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enacted, would spoil the good relations which exist between the two. The 
servants are, asa rule, illiterate, and until they know their duties to their 
masters, as prescribed by the law, the latter will have frequent occasions of 
bringing the former before a criminal court. The British Government enjoys 
the world-wide reputation of having absolished the slavery which existed in 
India in former times; but the above measure will lessen that good reputation. 
Since it is said that some of the members of the supreme legislature will op 
the Bill, there is a probability of its being made less objectionable than it is. 
(The Indian Spectator (1) of the same date contains, a communication, the 
writer of which also disapproves of the Bill. He says that it creates many 
inconveniences, travels beyond the proper province of legislation, and encroaches 
upon the sacred domains of social life, sad is not at all needed. The relations 
between servants and masters are quite satisfactory among the natives, and 
they need not be disturbed. If they are not so among the Anglo-Indians, the . 
proposed law might be passed for them alone; but they would experience 
difficulties in getting servants to abide by the terms of the new law. There is 
no such law in England, and there can be no need of it in India, unless it be to 
tify the Anglo-Indian masters at the expense of their servants.) (‘The 
Dostiag Samachar (51) of the 10th February expresses similar sentiments, and 
prays Government to give up the Bill.) 


A correspondent of the Arete (13) of the 8th February states that the 
late Mrs. Manuel DeSouza endowed fifteen years ago 
Prays Government to re- a charitable medical dispensary at Uran, on the 


“Ppa ‘the Charitable Modi. condition that Government should appoint, at their 


Di own cost, a Sub-Assistant Surgeon to conduct it. 
“ aegis . Accordingly, an officer of that grade was in charge of 
the institution up to three months ago, when he was taken away, and an Hospital 
Assistant has been nominated in his place. The latter has been found to be an 
unsuccessful practitioner, and there has been, therefore, a decrease in the attend- 
ance of patients, some of whom have resorted to native doctors. The people 
of Uran made a representation to the above effect to the authorities concerned, 
but no redress has been granted to them. The heirs of the deceased benefac- 
tress ought to protest against this condition of the institution ; but their property 
has passed into the hands of trustees, who are not inclined to trouble themselves 
about the matter. The writer hopes that Government will order the re-appoint- 
ment of a Sub-Assistant Surgeon to this dispensary. — 


The Jagan Mitra (14) of the 9th February and the Dnydén Chakshu (9) of 

ae the 11th, express disapproval of the alleged Religious 

Se nae A Religious Endowment Bill. The reasons given in support of 

the condemnation are the same as those advanced 

by the Satya Mitra (45) of the 29th January and sume other papers, and noticed 
more fully in previous summaries. . 


The same, in alluding a ee report that it is gore to transfer to the 
-.- Postal Department the work of selling the court-fee 
ccc stirdy selling jad and other } udicial stamps, and that the proposal has 
cial stamps through stamp- been referred tp the District Collectors for opinion, 
vendors should not bedistarb- observes that sales are now made through stamp- 
* vendors, who have done their work-satisfactorily, and 
hence, there appears no good reason why the present arrangement should be 
disturbed. The Post Offices have already too much work to perform, and will 
not be able to take up the sale of the stamps, unless more hands are given to 
them. Again, the Post Offices.are not secure places for keeping the stamps in, 
and there is a probability of their being robbed. If Government do not care 
for these considerations, the Post Offices may be entrusted with the selling 
business, in addition to the stamp-vendors, and then the public would enjoy a 
a little more convenience than they possess at present. But the best course 
appears to be, that the existing arrangements should not be disturbed. The 
stamp-vendors invest money in the purchase of the stamps, and take the 
greatest possible care in guarding and selling them. 
2uP 14—2 [con 740} | 
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The Shubha Suchak (17) of the 6th February, but received on the 9th, 
es observes that the Deccan Ryots Relief Act enjoins 
gee Feta ‘o that a civil court shall not admit a suit against an 
Ryots Relief Act. agricultural ryot, unless the plaintiff uces a 
certificate from the Conciliators that they have failed 

to settle the dispute amicably. And, in accordance with this provision, the 
Subordinate Judges refuse to file suits against cultivators, though no Conciliators 
have been appointed in some places, nor have those nominated, yet received 
instructions as to how they should work. Again, the Act prescribes that suits 
for Rs. 10 and under should be decided by the Village Munsifs. But in some 
places such officers have not been yet appointed, and yet the Sub-Judges refuse 
to file such suits. Hence it behoves Government to issue immediate instructions 
to the judicial officers that the Deccan Ryots Relief Act is not to be enforced 
until all appointments of officers required by it to be made have been made, 
and that till then the civil suits coming under its provisions are to be conducted 
as usual. The Shubha Suchak approves of the recommendation made by the 
Honorable Mr. Hope, that the village school-masters should be made village 
registrars for the purpose of recording documents passed by the agricultural 
ryots. The kulkarnis are properly considered as likely to come under the 
influence of money-lenders, and are, therefore, unsafe custodians of the registries. 
Mr. Pollen’s opinion that there should be a Sub-Judge for every taluka deserves 
to be adopted, as there will be considerable work to perform under the Relief 
Act; and when the Sub-Judges happen to get less work, they may be invested 
with criminal powers, and made to relieve the Md4mlatdirs, who have so much 


revenue work to do as to be unable to devote sufficient attention to criminal 
cases. 


The same of the 16th January and 6th February observes that with the 
| exception of a few canals in the Madras Presidency, 
'  Disapproves of the con- the irrigational works scarcely realize the interest of 
rasa 4 -_ by raising the capital spent upon them. Government apparently 
» an @ compulsory , : ‘ 
water-rate for canal irriga- attribute this result to the persistent folly of the 
tion. agriculturists in not using canal water, and have, 
therefore, passed a law for levying a compulsory water- 
rate on all lands which can be irrigated by the canals. But it is not the folly 
of the ryots that has made them unwilling to use canal water. They have, it 
is said, found from actual experience that the lands irrigated with canal water 
retain so much moisture as to lose their productiveness, unless they are well 
manured. But manure has become very scarce in consequence of a large 
number of cattle having died during the famine, and Government having 
deprived the ryots of their village grazing-lands, and insisted upon levying a 
fee for grazing cattle in Government lands. The annual fall of rain is, on an 
average, plentiful in all parts of India, except Sind and a few other provinces ; 
and, hence, there is no need of canal irrigation all over the country. It is, 
therefore, not proper to construct canals by raising large loans. Such a course 
increases the heavy burden of debt, under which the country already groans. 
That irrigation by the water of wells and of rivers in some places is very 
advantageous to the country, and ought to be encouraged, is the opinion of not 
only the Indian ryots but also of savants in England, among whom is Mr. Caird, 
a Member of the late Famine Commission. The imposition of a compulsory 
water-rate is evidently an unjust act, and ought not to be insisted upon. Irn- 
gation works should be constructed in times of famine only, as the famime-stricken 


people have to be maintained, and they may be well made to perform some — 
useful labor. } 


The Kalpataru (18) of the 8th February, in a long rambling leader, revives 
a the old complaint of the Native Press that, now-a-days 
Complains that thenumber the British Indian Government is always legislating ; 


ccsenea"Se. meonveniently that these laws are bulky and diffusely worded ; that 
: their number has grown very large, and they are 
frequently repealed or amended ; that they are not into the vernacu- 


lars of the country, so as to be unde by the native readers; and that this 
state of the laws does more harm than good. The article concludes’ with a 
prayer to Government to’'take due notice of the above representation. — 
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The Surya Prakish (47) of the 7th February, but received on the 9th, 


. ‘states that there are several buildings in Surat, which 
-- _ a wissen od ae belonged to foreigners, who have died intestate, but 
some intestate baidaiage: and which have been appropriated by persons who have 
to wrest them from their no right to occupy them. The Executive Engineer 
— of the station is requested to institute enquiries in 
regard to these buildings, and to wrest them from their illegal occupiers. 


The Gujardt Mitra (50) of the 8th February, in alluding to the Bill for 

) the revival of the office of Kazi, introduced into the 
geo on yr — 5 ——-. Legislative Council by the Honorable Mr. 
Kisi. | yad Ahmed, observes that since Government cannot 
prevent the Mahomedan community of any place from 


appointing any person they choose, to serve them as a Kazi, there seems no ~ 


necessity whatever for passing the above Bill into alaw. It would be better 
for the Stuloesciians to make a Kazi pass to them an agreement, that if he 
breaks any of the conditions prescribed by them, they have a right to dismiss 
him. They should also make certain provision for the office which should not 
be made on any account continuable hereditarily. (The Hitechchhu (48) of 


Ahmedabad of the 12th February makes similar remarks. ) 


The same observes that it is surprising that insane Europeans and European 
| Shikéris frequently kill natives, and it behoves 


Prays Government to take Government to ascertain how many deaths have 
due notice of the deaths of 


vativea at the hands of Cccurred within the past few months, and on what — 


Europeans. _ grounds the delinquents have escaped ishment. 

| The Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad states that while 
Mr. Phillips was going to Bagséra ona hunting excursion, his gun went oft 
suddenly, and a Charan boy was killed. The sportsman appears to have carried 
the weapon negligently, and ought to be made to pay some compensation to the 
relations of the deceased. The same paper also states that a European guest 
of the Agent of the Ahmedabad Branch of the Bank of Bombay went out hunting 
to Kujdda, and wounded a Koli boy with a stray shot. ‘I'he parents of the boy 
did not complain to the authorities about this accident, and the guest has, it 
seems, gone to Bombay without paying any compensation to the unfortunate 
boy. The poorer classes of-the natives are afraid of prosecuting Europeans, 
and seldom do so. It behoves Government, however, to take due notice of such 
cases a8 the above, and protect the poor people. 


The same, in alluding to the report that the Afghans are preparing to make 
another attack on the British army, and that Cabul 


Advises that anew Amir and the cantonment at Sherpur are heing strengthened * 


should be placed on the throne . : 
at hidaaiiie. oad the and fortified, observes that this news shows that 


British forces should be with. owsoever severely the Afghans are punished, they. 


drawn. will not allow the British conquerors to remain 

unmolested. They. will not permit any other than a 
Mahomedan Prince to rule their country peaceably. Ydkubkhap has been 
treated in the same manner as Malhdérr4w Gaekwad was dealt with. The 


Afghans ure not like Hindus. ‘They are brave, uncivilized, treacherous and 
fanatical, and are well armed. They might submit for a time, but would never 
fail to rise again, and should not, therefore, be trusted: The Viceroy: 


himself once said that the British army in Afghanistan had accomplished all 
that was required of it, and that the Afghans had surrendered, and no more 


troops need be sent to the front. But subsequent events have shown that the 


above assertions were inopportune, and that severe fighting will soon take 
place. Though Mahomed Jaén, Ayubkhdn and other Sarddrs are encamped in 
certain places, and are inciting the people to join them, yet the British forces 
are not despatched to operate against them. This shows that they are in strong 
force, and are prepared to fight. They are sure to be defeated, but nobody, can 
say that they will not rise again. The | pin. ges war puts the British Govern- 
ment to a heavy sacrifice of money and brave soldiers, without compensating 
advantages. The best course, therefore, ap to be, that a new Amir should 


be placed at once upon the throne, and the British forces should be withdrawn. 
3NP14—2 [con 740] . 
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"Phe Bombay Saméchdr (51) of the 13th February observes that Européans 


and Eurasians alone are employed as ‘sin 
Recommends the employ- Government Electric Telegra Offices, while natives 

age: Se aay ee oe arte, 2fe excluded from the department. There is no 
Telegraph Denetuoat. ~ reason for making this distinction. Natives are not — 

less honest than Europeans or Eurasians, and a 
number of them bave been long serving as signallers in the different railways, 
and have given complete satisfaction to their employers. The Samdchér points 
out the advantage of getting natives for smaller salaries than are paid to 
Europeans and Eurasians, and hopes that Government will remove the unjust 
interdiction. | | 


A correspondent. of the same observes that thirty-four Deccan dacoit cases 

Bie ee aoa were disposed of by the Session Judge of Poona. 

” y preg Lolly eenpersim during the last twelve months, and the number of 

vf th, Deccan dacoitics, »-«th@ accused was 243; of these 104 were agriculturists, 

: 7 67 agricultural laborers, 19 artizans, 19 Mahdrs, 4 

Méngs and 28 Rémoshis. This shows that though the Rémoshis are robbers by 

profession, yet, compared with the agriculturists, a small number of them only 

took a part in these dacoities. This may be attributed to the dissatisfaction 

of the agricultural classes with the heavy land assessment, harsh forest laws, 
and their own poverty-stricken condition. 


A correspondent of the Rést Goftdr (54) of the 8th February observes that 
so far as he knows, the practice of admitting “natives 
Observes that His Excel- to the balls at the Government House began so far 
lency the Governor has not hack as the year 1835. Sir George Clerk was a 
done right in excluding Civili a a Sifand tt in cod 1 ‘ 
natives from the balls’ given (/1Villan, and discontinu it, in order to p lease his 
at the Government House. | brother Civilians. Sir Bartle Frere revived it in the 
face of the opposition made by some European 
officers. He also received natives at the Government House once a week, and 
introduced evening parties to which European ladies and gentlemen as well as 
natives were invited. His successors in office discontinued the weekly receptions, 
but continued to invite the natives to balls and garden parties. The Micke 
classes of the natives desire invitation to the balls, because they get on those 
occasions an opportunity for mixing with European ladies and officers. They 
also consider it a great honor to receive the invitation. Sir Richard Temple 
has discontinued inviting the natives to the balls and parties in order to please 
Europeans. In doing this, His Excellency has not only shown the natives 
disrespect, but has widened the gulf existing between them and Europeans. 
He has introduced the Mogul practice of inviting natives to pay him respects, 
and in these large gatherings some persons of indifferent social standing or of 
questionable commercial morality are to be met with. The writer contends 
that there ought to be no objection to inviting natives to balls on the ground 
that native ladies do not appear in public gatherings, since Eurapean ladies 
and gentlemen not only go to balls given by Native Princes and Nawihs, 
but the ladies dance with the hosts, whose women never appear in such 
gatherings. The Rdst Goftdr acknowledges the mistake it made in asserting 
in its last issue that Sir Bartle Frere for the first time stopped sending invita- 
tions to the natives to the State balls, and admits, to some extent, the contention 
of the correspondent that it is not right to exclude natives from the State balls, 
because native ladies do not appear in public gatherings. Even this excuse has 
disappeared, and hence Sir Richard has shown disrespect to natives by not 
inviting them to the balls. 


The Rédst Goftér (54) of the 8th February gives two instances in support 

of its complaint, that the promise given by the just and 

Complains that natives do kind British Government to give, as far as possible, 

not get the high posts tq ‘the high posts reserved for the Uncovenanted Civil 

ved hy Po . Service, to natives alone, is not fulfilled. The appoint- 

) ment of Mr. H. G. Gell, the Superintendent of Police, 

Sholépur, as Acting Deputy Commissioner of Police, Bombay, and the 

nomination of Mr. Ryan as Acting Third Magistrate of Police, Bombay, are 
made in violation of the promise. : : 
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The Loka Mitra (58) of the 8th February is glad that Sir D. Wedderburn 


has announced in Parliament that he will introduce 
Hopes that the concession a motion for conferring on the people of India a share 
pohcca goa ye ome the i2 in the representation of the India Council. Representa- 
— _ tion in Parliament itself is a far better concession than 
the above, but India is not likely to it soon. 
For the present the right of representation in the India Council will be enough, 
and will facilitate entry into Parliament hereafter. The Mitra is hopeful of 
getting the concession, as great politicians now-a-days are to be counted among 
the advocates of Indian interests. 


The Broach Samdchdér (71) of the 29th January, but received on the 12th 

| February, states that the conveyances plying for hire 

Cmts the fares in the town of Broach are few, and earn barely sufii- 

ay Beet rane ae, cient to feed the animals and the drivers, and should 

not, therefore, be required to pay a fee for taking out 

a license. The Samdchdr also complains that the fares fixed for these carriages 

are exorbitant, and need to be reduced. Two or three instances are given, 

showing that the fare from one place to another is exorbitant, and a hope is 
expressed that the authorities concerned will reduce them. 


Several papers of this and of the past week are sorry to see the report 


ao confirmed that Sir Richard Temple is shortly to 

Are oe Richard = yesign the Governorship of Bombay. They unanimously 

br wallbewels = y resis" praise His Excellency for his great exertions for the 

advancement of education among the natives, and 

for the improvement of the different branches of the administration, and consider 

the untimely resignation as a great loss to this Presidency. They sanguinely 
expect that todia will be benefited from Sir Richard’s going into Parliament. 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Jagan Mitra (14) of the 9th February observes that 


the Municipality of Ratndgiri has passed a resolution 

Observes that = — for doubling the house-rate levied in that town, and 

ton io Senene “_ has issued a notice calling upon the people to make 

objections if they have any to advance against the 

increase. The object of doubling the tax is to provide funds for carrying out 

the scheme of bringing water into the town through pipes. But the district is 

proverbially poor, and of late trade and commerce are considerably depressed. 

The people are not, therefore, in a position to bear more taxes than they already 
pay. They, therefore, hope that the house-rate will not be doubled. 


Railways. 


The Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 12th February states that there 


are no sheds for storing goods nor are waggons to be 


States that goods are not had speedily at several stations on the PAlanpur rail- 
well taken care of at the 


: way, and consequently the goods lie near the station 
on the Pélanpor houses. Two or three policemen only are kept at each 


_ station, and the goods are not properly guarded, and 
are stolen. The writer prays Government to remove these complaints soon. 


Native States. 


The Gwardt Mitra (50) of the 8th. February states that some time ago Mr. 


Jamadar Din Mahomed was the Superintendent of 


Requests the authorities ot the Police of the Jundgad State. He succeeded in 
the Junagad State to enquire killing Hatu, the notorious dacoit leader, who was 
into the causes of the sudden 


death of 3 ‘ntend. 2® great terror to the ryots of the State. On the eighth 
per of Polic a — psig te the Superintendent accomplished this feat, he 

died suddenly. Mr. Suj4tkhin was the next Superin- 
tendent. He succeeded in killing three dacoits, but on the sixth day after his 
doing this, he too died all of a sudden. The sudden deaths of the two officers 
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look suspicious, and it behoves the Jun4gad Darbar as well as Government to 
ascertain whether they occurred from foul play. (The Jéme Jamsed (52) of the 


9th February makes similar remarks.) — | 
The Bombay Samdchér (51) of the 9th F observes that a report 
i prevails that the Besoda authorities are intending to 
Hopes that the report that ave, 


realize the amount spent upon the ee 
pore acto a hg by imposing a tax either upon the ryots or upon the 


., Jdgirddrs of the State. If this report be true, it shows 
— thet the Dewan has spent upon the marriage fetivtie 
more than the could afford, and is now in 2 


haste to re-fill the empty coffers. He ought not to have spent so large an 
amount, and has, in deere so, incurred a grave responsibility. The paramount 


Government properly checks extravagance on the part of native princes, and 
it will have to ‘alee ve notice of the sum squandered by the Dewan. For the 


good name of the Dewan it is to be hoped that the above report is false. (The 
Nagar Samdéchdér (26) of the 7th February, but received on the 9th, has heard. 
that the Dewan intends to recover the expenses of the marriage by imposing a 
tax of ten per cent. on the salaries of the servants of the State, as a Nazardn4 to 
the Prince. If this report be true, the conduct of the Dewan is not to be 
approved. To offer a Reipint is a voluntary act, which is never insisted upon. 
If the Dewan exercise os in this matter, he will bring the State and his 


own name into disrepute. It is, therefore, to be hoped that he will do nothing 
of the kind. 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
17th February 1880. 
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' = [CONFIDENTIAL.] my 
ONS yy 
For the Week ending 2ist February 1880. 
LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 
No. ' Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. of copies 
| issued. 
ENGLISH. 
+1 | The Indian Spectator ...................-. Bombay ..... Weekly 300 
*2 » Deccan Star.,............ Rass cos ickans Poona ........<.0..:- Do. 300 
ANGLO-MARA THI. : 
BD PFO Ae FI oe. cccnec wed icice Bombay ............ Weekly <..) 1,200 
*4, ig INNS COMMON 9255 oo 55 eee cece BP 00 Coss ieaceess Do. ..-| 400 
5 pp MR NPRM 23550... . ccc ccc ccees ID os nev ecctecers Bi-weekly ... 700 
6 | ee payin ones ON cc ccicas Weekly _... 31D 
*7 »  Mah4rashtra Mitra ...............00. POET. co cccecccsas ts Do see 250 
8 sp. MUOMIIN MIRIAM vicscceccoscess cases Wee  eystece ska Do : 
9 » Dnyén Chakshu....i.................. weenie sos Do ‘ 1,000 
10 » Dnydnodaya ........ Rei cis cea Bombay ............ Do. is 325 
Ge ee ee ae ne ct, EE: Do. ---| 1,390 
12 |, Subodha Patriké ..................... OMDY «05005555005 Do 1,600 
Mara'‘THI. 
13 | The Arunodaya................ Risteielducens fi ere Weekly 410 
4/]|, d SS ee Ratnégiri ......... Do. 175 
15 s SIAIARODEE: 65 cic sai -0ne neces Belgaum,........... Do. ol 300 
16 - Nyy CER recat as Aa Ra geen Ahmednagar ...... Do. he 185 
17 | , Sh we cone Sybaaneacud hccenins sncef POOMNTRS case ct chase tis Do. BE 85 
Bale 5 MIE BAL, «0500-05 cc0k8 5 cassia Sholfpur_ ......... Do. 130 
19 | » Khéndesh Walbhaw . © séciccccscecees Dholia ............ Do. 125 
20 sp TMM SAED. ncn ctsed aziblhepecs. Alibég ......... «| Do. 400 
*21 5} A SUMED oc cnchvcudacvdbiolsshins .-| Nasik ....... ie saiinne Do. 100 
22 sp EEMUIEEIL: 050 teocnanscnnapaeesosubens TBMGDD. . oc0s0cescee Do. : 129 
23 » satya Shodhak ... ......... a EES Ratnagiri ......... Do. ‘a 150 
24 » Hindu Punch.......... swuvavecpecveerts Thana ......... waves Do we 340 
25 , Dharwar Writta .......... ETOIE Db at Sere Do. oe 
26 » Nagar Samachar ..........c0.s.e0s. Ahmednagar ...... Do. ‘ 
27 # PORE hiss diccedsies pesecciecotsoce cic oP POMMROE be dus scdibéves ~ Do. 
28 » SW NOs sisi si tices tsels dca. Bombay ........... : Tri-weekly... 
29 » Sanmarg Darshak ...... Vek RES rey Sey IHes® Weekly . 
‘ 30 gp DIDYED DAZE oon. .cccecssccoqcescessvecs olhépur ...... Do. ‘ 
$1 aa ah eeune scsseeeeee:+| Pandharpur ......) Do. i 
$2 a . <nsee ss ape RS, a BENE Do. os 
33 99 SR TY WALD coer ccsccvccsccsasocesececs Dh . eereeeteters Do. eae 
34 a in S ede dueeubeebneeséebedbaicce Cg” ey Sere Do. eel} 
$5. | ,, Jalgaon Samfchér ..cecsesse-0- -..s} Jalgaon .....+.0....] » Do. eee : 
361-5 Be Mamet etre Bat, Ream |g 
37 op MOMMMMABD. 5.082 cesses. cee soe.-.| SHOlAp Y ke‘ oad eed 
38 | ,, Gangé Lahari...... socesdescteettte wevbas] | Sete.) eae 
89> | ,, Dmyan Bodhak «2.00.00... cc .csee, "| Dhfewér,...- cere DO, ee | 
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Place of pubhcation. 


Editi 


oS 


81 
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33 


The Chandrodaye SSroeenentreeaeyrivenensas 


The ee 


The Gujarat Mitra ............,....0000.. 


A’rya Dharma Prakash 


Nick et eet Per oe weenie 
pi hy 


ya Prakésh 


ANGLO-GUJARA'TI. 
The Surya Prakfsh ................s---.-+- 
Bitechchh 


u SC ecccccecccsceecesecececes 


Bombay Chronicle..,.............,..-- 


GuIARA‘TI. : 


eeveehtes eg seeaeseeessestsed 


amsed. 
eeseeeqean S2eeneaese eqgeesge 


NE COON ois ds ce enssscncccngesas: 
A’rya Mitra ...........;... Mb ak vciants 
Deshi Mitra ...,........ se Be @Slipis 
Ahmedabad Samachar ..... bupisiicde 
Broach Wartam4n ........ bes oe a 
Niti Prakésh..... ee ea 


Satya Mitra «..5...55..--.-060-seeeseoe] 
D&tardun .................- ahh toon aves 
Kaside Mumbai ......,.....-........| 


Gujarat Saméch4r 
NySya Prakdsh.........,......2-cceees 
Swadesh Mangal ..................00- 
Broach Saméch&r....+sc00...csseee s+] 
Dandio COCOOO eee ce Sec cccccece eT Pere re. 
Swadesh Waitsal 


®eeeeeGeen se ®OGee se tegesne 
t = 


Widyé Mitra 2 eee 
Swatantrata ......... BLUR insscscta 
Waper Patriké — sos Opyewnsyeses 


CANARESE, 


a oe ee ee ‘ 


-4 


es2eeee FFesenreee8 


Foubay |; Stee Tee 
Alibag 


ee@aereeseee se 


eee 
Bombay ...... ives 


Surat ........... ae 


Bombay .. Pave beceyens 


wrirrriiiyY. « 
eeeeeeeeeenes 
@erpeeeeee@ecens 
ace cosedsercce 
eeeeeqgee eenes 


Le Sp ERD sic 


| EL EE 


Ahmedabad 


Surat ........ 
Seon ibtibcecaks 

« BIO‘ - - -eee5s005352- 
i CER a 
Bombay ............ 


+ eeetee, 


| Surat beers be eWs ce coe 


Bombay POPeeecccecs 
Dharwar........,+<- 
=| Bombay .-.eyseee 


Kurrachee : 


Tri-weekly ... wee 


€ hy we 
Do. 


Monthly 
Do. 


Do, 


eee 


eer 


se¢ 


137 


175 


300 
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3 
Polvtics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 16th February, in alluding to the request 
made by Government to the Municipality of Bombay 
; ere pea in connection with the a yy re-introduction of 
Diseases Act into Bombay. the Contagious Diseases Act, observes that‘ eight 
years ago the Act was brought into force, but was 
immediately after withdrawn, apparently on-the ground that its operation did 
not prove beneficial. Three years ago an attempt ‘was made to ‘bring it into 
force again, but on pecuniary and other grounds the proposal-was not accepted 
by the Corporation. At a recent meeting of the Corporation the fresh proposal 
was once more discussed, and Mr. Kirkham observed, as he did three years ago, 
that the application of the Act would not prove beneficial, and that the people 
of such cities and towns of Europe as were subjected to this law, were trying 
to free themselves from its thraldom. Since the above discussion, news has 
been received from Madras that contagious diseases have increased in that city 
since the application of the law to it. The Indu Prakash then expatiates upon 
the complaints that the law will become ani engine of oppression in the harids 
of policemen and other persons who are charged to bring it into force; that 
prostitutes naturally feel disgusted with the examinations to which they are 
subjected in order to see whether they are suffering from a contagious disease, 
and that the lock hospitals indirectly spread the disease. Under these circum- 
stances if is not right to re-introduce the Act. If Government pity the fallen 
women of the town, they had better establish a charitable hospital for the special 
treatment of the contagious diseases, leaving it to the free will of the unfortu- 
nate creatures to resort to it or not. A passed midwife of the Grant Medical 
College should be appointed to make the requisite examination of the patients. 
Such an institution as this will accomplish the object aimed at by Government, 
without incurring the heavy cost which will be required to bring the Contagious 
Diseases Act into operation. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 15th February, after lamenting over the 
ae multiplicity of the laws enacted by the British Indian 
fry ry Master Government, respectfully asks Government whether a 
real necessity has ever been shown for the enactment 
of a law like the Master and Servant Bill? There is not a single civilized 
country which has a law laying down the reciprocal duties of master and 
servant. Then why should poor India alone have it? Have the native masters 
ever complained of the faithlessness of their servants? or have the latter ever 
blamed the former for their tyranny? or has the Press ever raised its voice in 
this matter? If these things have not happened, there can be no need of the 
proposed measure. It is well known that several European masters treat their 
servants affectionately and put great trust in them. Some ill-tem 

Europeans, however, abuse and ill-treat their servants even for pétty faults, and 
since the notorious Fuller Case, several instances of ill-treatment have come to 
light through the public prints. This has, it seems, induced some misguided 
Europeans to believe that the.servants are maltreated, because they are faithless 
and disobedient to their masters, and to represent to some of the members of 
the Legislative Council the necessity of a law like the Bill.in question. The 
Honourable Messrs, Stokes and West say that persons who cannot pay due 
compensation for breaking a contract, ought to be punished by a criminal court 
for its infringement. But the proposed law will deprive the servants of their 
liberty, and will place them almost on the same level with slaves. It behoves 
- the public, therefore, to protest against it, and to represent that there is no need 
for disturbing the satisfactory relations existing between the native masters and 
- their servants. (The Gujardt Mitra (50) of the same date observes that it will 
be difficult for a servant to understand and perform properly the duties pres- 
cribed in the Bill, and this will lead him to commit frequent mistakes hable to 
punishment. It is better, therefore, not to have this law.) 
The Suryodaya (6) of the 16th February, in alluding to the ann 
| . _ thade in Parliament by Sir David Wed 

of wes that the concession he intends to introduce a motion for ¢ 

representation in the India ; : | 

Council would be granted. | people of Indiaa share in the " 
' India Council, observes that the 


uncement 
resentation of the 
Indian subjects of — 


| 4 | 
have devessl. tineesnékel. fear edsniasion into. Pasiteasant ohich 


Her Maj 
virtually rules this country, but their prayer has ever remained 


In the absence of that important concession, the one which Sir David wishes 
to confer will prove highly useful, But there are fears that even the latter 
prayer will not receive due attention at present, as the Irish Members of Parlia- 
ment propose to engross the whole session. _ a ae : 


The Mahdrdshtra Mitra (7) of the 12th February, but received on the 16th, 
Cacileies ek Dasa Cetand pred we ew poe who have = from 
—. within the twelve years, are of a stam 
sa range nal ga re quite different from that of heir pabdecueiees in India, 

: Not only Lord Elphinstone, Sir John Malcolm, Sir 
Thomas Munro, Captain Grant Duff and others who achieved a historical reputa- 
tion, but even Sir Bartle Frere, Mr. Sandford, Mr. Norman and several other | 
recent officials exhibited great .affection for the natives, and strove hard to 
benefit their immediate subordinates. Their liberal views are not to be- met 
with in the latter-day officials, who are not only averse to speaking kindly to 
natives, but who seem to scorn them. For instance, a native servant of Govern- 
ment was lately deputed to serve temporarily under a European officer. The 
former performed his duties with great zeal, but the latter was never pleased, 
and on the campletion of the special work, wrote to the immediate superior of | 
the native officer to punish him severely. Fortunately for him, the wishes of 
the offended European officer were never carried out. <A native gentleman 
‘recently paid a visit to a European officer who expressed to him in the course 
of the conversation that natives were detestable creatures, and he hated them. 
More instances can be given, and they all show that t wealth and power 
have blinded Europeans. Students of history know what is the ultimate fate of 
persons who blinded by great wealth and unlimited power consider all others 
as contemptible creatures, and care nothing for their happiness. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (8) of the 11th February, but received on the 16th, 

_, . disapproves of the Religious Endowment Bill. The 

—— a Religi- reasons advanced are the same as those given by the 

eee eS Indi Prakash (3) of the 2nd instant, and noticed 
more fully in the summary for the week ending the 7th February. 


The Dnydnodaya (19) of the 19th February, in alluding to the Religious 
a ndowment Bill, observes that the object of the Bill 
ie Goveessoent to Se. is said to be os Government should be authorized to 
continue the allowances paié enquire into the manner in which the allowances 
Tecslaeed Maan” ” received from the State by temples and mosques are 
expended. If this report is true, there is no use in 
passing the Pag oats law. A large portion of these allowances is misappro- 
priated by the members of the committees a to control the expenditure, 
and the remainder is squandered by the Hindu and the Mahomedan priests, 
who lead a slothful and bad life. Even if the allowances were expended 
upon the original ro ha of the endowments, no benefit would accrue to the 
country. On several occasions Government have enquired into the allowances, 
and made arrangements for their proper expenditure, but no benefit has ever 
resulted, Governments who have subjects following different religions, should 
take great care not fo interfere with those religions, nor to do any thing against 
their own religion. But the British Indian Government have infringéd upon 
the abovementioned wise rule. as well as the royal proclamation issued on two 
occasions to the effect that Her Imperial Majesty would not interfere with the 
- religons of Her Indian subjects. In conclusion, the Dnydnodaya hopes that 
pts nese will free itself from the above imputation by discontinuing these 
owances, at a8 | : 


A correspondent of the same states that on the 27th January the annual 

fair of the goddess Ambik4 was held in the village of 

Requests Government to Aundh in the Sdtéra District, belonging to the Pant 

Base co orig Pratinidhi. The car of the goddess was, as usual, 

reacties ig days “Ss paraded through the streets, when two boys were 

» severely injured by one of its wheels passing over 
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_ them. One of the unfortunate children died two hours after the accident. 


- Government had better prohibit the parading of the car, since. it leads to such _ 
serious accidents as the above. | 


The Poona Herald Gh the 11th February, but received on the 16th, in 
| -. uding to the announcement made in Parliament by 
_ Observes that the conces- Sir David Wedderburn, that he intends to introduce 
a a of representa- 9 motion for conferring on the people of India a share 
n in Parliament is not . ° . er . 
likely to be granted to India. 1 the representation of the India Council, imagines 
that Sir David intends to ask for the admission of 
natives into Parliament, and. observes that the concession was prayed for on 
several occasions, but Englishmen being averse to grant it, the prayer has ever 
met with a flat refusal. Hence, Sir David’s motion is not likely to meet with 
success. But supposing the concession to be granted, India is not likely to be 
benefited by:it. There are Irish representatives in Parliamént, and yet Ireland 
is suffering from many grievances. There are very few disinterested benefactors. 
Numerous efforts have been made by Englishmen to benefit this country, but 
not one of them appears to have ever succeeded. Though the Indian Institute, 
the National Indian Association and other institutions and private individuals 
have exerted themselves a great deal, yet they could not increase the affection 
existing between Europeans and natives, as became evident from the fact that 
India had to bear a new tax for providing for the cost of the present Afghan 
war. If Englishmen admit the necessity of Indian representation in Parliament, 
they will not wait for a request to make the concession, and will grant it of 
their own accord. The coming discussion on the subject is useless and a farce. 
- Sir David’s attempt is of the same kind as many preceding it, which were in- | 
tended to raise hopes never to be realized, and to please the people of India by 
kind words only ; and no hope need be entertained of the concession being 
made. Englishmen would attain great glory if they would make sincere exer- 
tions-to benefit India. . 


The same, in alluding to the geass re character of the present Rear 
monarchs, and to the armed preparations made by 

Mes hy Ang from ‘Russia, Germany, &c., anes that not only is 
Europe itself disturbed by their gigantic and- 

ambitious plans, but the Asiatic countries such as Japan, China, Persia and 
others are in danger of getting into trouble. India appears to be exposed to 
the greatest danger. Being reputed to be very rich, there is no telling when 
danger may surround it. Russia keeps an eye on it, and the scheming Prince 
Gortschakoff might try at any time to carry out the evil intentions of his master. 
India will then have to lose a great deal, since Englishmen may at such a crisis 
retrace their steps to their own country. Every native ought, therefore, to pray 
- the Almighty to protect his country from such a misfortune as that, and ought. 
tu show so much loyalty to the rulers as to secure their affection. | 


The Subodha Patrika (12) of the 15th February is sorry that Government 


have refused to allow Mr. Nd&na Moroji, the Third 
Comments upon the ap- Magistrate of Police, Bombay, to serve one year more, 
Lesage gi Ansley as prayed for by him. He is an able, experienced 
ve Third Magistrate- 72 and imparti Magistrate, who seldom falls sick, does 
Police, Bombay. his work regularly, and allows no arrears to accumu- 
late. The Senior Magistrate of Police had, it is said, 

recommended his application for sanction, but no attention was paid to the 
recommendation. Itis rather surprising that Government should have just 
taken this step, when they assert that they wish particularly to effect a reauc- 
tion in the expenses of the administration. Perhaps they have been induced to _ 


has been appointed’to the vacant He isa Barrister, but does not 
the qualifications who practise in his court 
and the parties say that he 


objects to patiently hearing a case and trying to understand it thoroughly, and 
is 


nt upon disposing of cases in a hurry. Man ag agree page prefer 
oe up with dishonour to taking their complaieks te him: It seems that 
1is appointment will lead to an increase in the fine fund by the infliction of 
heavy fines on poor people for petty offences. The nomination of a bad magis- 


‘trate is a sad thing for the pene Bombay, for he is never transferred to any 
other place, and virtually ) 1s no appeal against his decisions, as the costs 


of the appeals allowed in a few cases are heavy. Hitherto there were two 


Native Magistrates of Police in Bombay ; now there is none. For a long time 
there were two Native Judges in the Small Causes Court in Bombay, now there. 
is only one. The Supreme Government pass resolutions directing that more 
places should be given to natives, while the ago | Government reduce, as 
opportunity arises, the number of places already held by them. Conduct like 
this makes the people distrust the promises given and orders issued by the 
authorities. (The Dnydn Prakésh (5) of the 16th February, and the Dnydno- 
daya (10) of the 19th, are sorry to see that Mr. Nan4 Moroji’s request has not 
been complied with, and that the vacancy about to be created by his retirement 


has not been filled up by the appointment of a native. 


A correspondent of the Shubha Suchak (17) of the 6th February dilates 
pes upon the indispensability of salt as one of the ingredi- 
Complains that the closing ents of human food, and upon the fact that its limited 
3 salt pany Ee: the — use gives rise to several diseases. He laments also 
Janae by oovornment > that this article has been made very dear by the 
people thereof. imposition of a heavy duty on it, and observes that 
| there are several mines of rock-salt in the Faltan 
Jahégir which have been worked from immemorial times, and have afforded the 
necessary supply to the people of the Jahd4gir. This salt is inferior to the sea- 
salt, and is brought into use after being subjected to some process. It bronght an 
annual revenue of about seven thousand rupees to the Jahdgirdér, and supplied 
a cheaper condiment to his subjects than the sea-salt. The British Government 
has, however, recently stopped the working of the salt mines. Very probably 
the Jahdgirdér will receive compensation for the loss of revenue inflicted on 
him, but the sufferings of his subjects will be very great. They have had to 
pass through awful miseries during the four years’ famine, and are not able to 
buy the dear sea-salt. The poor classes will have to suffer most from this 
prohibition. It is very strange that the kind and merciful British Government, 
which strains every nerve to save the 6s Sep from famines and other disasters 
and difficulties, should inflict,on the people of this Jah4gir the miseries arising 
fromthe absence of this cheap indispensable condiment, by prohibiting them 
from working their mines, If the protection of the salt revenue in British 
territory needed the adoption of some measure in connection with the salt 
mines, the British Government could have well prohibited the import of rock- 
salt into their territory, without inflicting distress on the people of the Jahagir. 
The Native Opinion (4) of the 15th February recommends the above complaint 
to the notice of Government under the hope that redress will be granted. 


The Shubha Suchak (17) of the 18th February, but received on the 16th, 
revives the old complaints that the Cotton Frauds 
BE hy 3 ghar «te Migs Act, the proposed’ Factory Bill, the abolition of a 
Se eee portion of the import duty on cotton goods, the 
present Afghan war, &c., are measures which will benefit England at the. cost 
of India. The arguments very often put forth by native journals in con- 
demnation of the Cotton Frauds Act and the Factory Bill, and several times 
noticed at length in the weekly summaries, are repeated by the Suchak, and 
Government are earnestly solicited to give up their present course, and to save 
the already impoverished country of India from the hopeless ruin which 
threatens to overwhelm it. 


The Ndsik Writta (21) of the 14th February observes that a trustworthy 
sae medical practioner in Bombay has informed it that 

_ _ Approves . nearly three-fourths of the patients he has treated 
ohana phy Bess aa suffered from venereal diseases. It is also said that in 

SS that city the number of prostitutes is very large, and 

they must, certainly, cause extensive spread of the venereal diseases. . [tis very 
desirable, therefore, that the Contagious Diseases Act should be introduced there. 
Care, however, should be taken that the working of this Act should not be 
entrusted to the police. The three instances given by the Deccan Herald in one 
of its recent issues, about the disrespectful conduct oi the police of Poona ~ 
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towards private women, in its great anxiety to strictly carry out the provisions 
of the Act, induce the Writta to desire that the law may not be brought into 
force, if it is to result in private women being subj to offensive treatment 
at the hands of the police. 


The Shiw4ji (27) of the 13th February, but received on the 16th, in allud- 
Observes that native head 


ing to the recommendation recently made by the 
Times of India that European head masters should be 
appointed to high schools, observes that the Times 
: says that native masters can neither teach the proper 
pronunciations of English words nor the English language, nor the subjects 
taught by means of it, as well as Englishmen cando. But much importance 
need not be attached to pronunciation. It is said that Londoners alone can 
pronounce English correctly, and yet English is used and understood over a 
great part of the world. Natives, therefore, will not lose much through not 
knowing the right pronunciation. Native masters are found from actual expe- 
rience to be as able as European masters are. They are also more hard-work- 
ing, and can be had for less pay than Europeans receive. Again, natives cannot 
~ learn foreign languages well unless they are taught through the medium of trans- 
lation into their vernaculars. It is gratifying to find that the Educational 
authorities admit these benefits, since they have appointed native head masters 


to most of the high schools, and that the arrangement has worked satisfactorily. 


The Bombay Chronicle (49) of the 15th February approves of the proposal | 

: to make over Herat to Persia and to secure the Shah 

Approves of the proposal OU the side of the British Government. He will 

to over Herat to Persia. thereby incur the enmity of Russia, and England will 

have to give him protection, but he cannot but be 

aware of the uselessness of putting trust in Russia, and will be glad to secure 

the friendship of England. There is, however, very little probability of Russia 

falling out with England at present, as its affairs at home, in Europe, and in 

Central Asia are in a critical condition. (The Bombay Samdchdr (51) of the 
21st February expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The same, in alluding to the report that the remaining import duty on 
ogee ee cotton goods will either be abolished or considerably 
Piste: cxigr A vgahbesree pay pe in the next budget, observes that this step 
import duty on cotton aide will be taken at the instance of the Ministry, who care 
more for the ‘good-will of the Manchester merchants 
than for the interests of India. They ought, however, to bear in mind that the 
abolition or reduction will considerably hurt the feelings of the people of India. 
It does not become the civilized and wise English Government to give up the 
duty, when an increase has been made in the duty levied on salt in some 
of the empire, when the license-tax has been continued, and when the famine 
insurance fund has been done away with. It is not proper that such objec- 
tionable policy should be pursued, because the people are loyal and patient. 


The Gujardt Mitra (50) of the 15th February observes that Government 
| generally do not give natives the posts reserved for 
Complains that the higher the Uncovenanted Civil Service, the monthly salary of 
il An ‘Go Neermuners which is above five hundred rupees. Not only are na- 
peng sb - tives not appointed tothe higher grades of the service, 
| but Europeans are nominated to the posts hitherto 
held by natives. The appointment of Mr. Ryan to the vacancy which will be 
shortly created by Mr. Nand Moroji’s resignation of the Third Magistrateship 
of Bombay, is mentioned in support of the last assertion, and Government are 
asked to make a distinct declaration that the higher posts of the Uncovenanted 
Service are not to be given to natives. The native public and the Press will 
condemn the declaration ; but it is better that it should be made than that 
Government should often incur the imputation of acting in opposition to their 
declarations. — 


The Bombay Samédchdr (51) of the 16th February observes that the Assistant 
Collector in the Madras Presidency, who ghot two 

: Ro gor Pa —— natives, is found to have done the act in a state of 
reefer Daordsenad insanity, and is not, therefore, to be held responsible 
for the act. However, it would have been better had 
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the High Court of that Presidency enquired into : ‘ 
decision about the insanity of the criminal. A native is said 
wounded by a shot fired by a military officer in Sind. It is also t 
officer is about to go to England on furlough, buat nothing is heard about 
having been tried for the accident by a court of law. A European in 
kicked a servant boy on the abdomen, and he died soon afterwards from 
effects of the kick. The story of the diseased spleen has, as usual, been 
forward in this case. If the spleens: of a large number of natives are 
diseased, no one ought to make even slight assaults on them, and those who 
would attack them ought to be severely punished by the authorities. 
A correspondent of the same states that the Bhils of the Kolch4 tribe 
oppress the farmers of Khergaum and the neighbouring 
States Pes Kolché ar villages in British territory, as well as of the villages 
Phergude; Se. are of the Dharampar State. These Bhils are professional 
thieves. They cut down and carry away the stand- 
ing crops in the presence of the persons guarding them, after either maltreating 
the guards or threatening to do so. They do not scruple now and then to take 
away by force the meals which are being carried by the wife of a farmer to her 
husband working in the field, The cultivators do not complain about them to 
the authorities, as they are threatened with violence, murder and arson. These 
Bhils also lift cattle, and are a great pest to. the agricutural population. It 
behoves the authorities, therefore, to take due steps to deliver the peaceful 
- farmers from their oppressors, 


The Bombay Samdchdr (51) of the 18th February observes that the motion 
7 made-by Sir David Wedderburn urging that the 
Approves of Sir David natives of India should be represented in the legis- 
besie oe ene See lative: Councils, is quite appropriate, and would, if 
represented in the legislative adopted, prove highly beneficial to this country. At 
Councils. resent Government select and appoint native mem- 
rs, and the public has no voice in the matter. Gov- 
ernment sometimes select such persons as have rendered them some great 
service, or have secured their good graces, without considering whether the 
are fit for the responsible duties of a legislator ; and the public takes objection 
to such appointments, but no attention is paid to it, Jt is no wonder that 
Government sometimes fail to make proper selections, since European officers 
do not mix freely with natives, and are not well acquainted with their qualifica- 
tions. If the selection is left to natives themselves, they can do the work better, 
apparently for the reason that they know each other so well. But even if the 
right of representation js given to natives, it is not likely to prove of much 
benefit to them under the existing circumstances. The number of native 
Councillors is smaller than that of Europeans, and even when all] the former are 
unanimous, and the voice of the public is on their side, the latter carry out their 
wishes by a —_ . It is, therefore, necessary that the number of natives and 
of Europeans should be the same in these Councils, in order to make the 
appointment of the former of real use to the country. (The Akhbdre Sowddgar 
(58) of the 17th February, in expressing sentiments somewhat similar to the 
above, observes that the Under Secretary of State has made a mistake in assert- 
ing, in reply to Sir David's motion, that the Indian authorities endeavour to 
elicit native opinion on different bills brought before the Coungils. It is well- | 
known that the Supreme Legislative Council passed the new Press Act without 
giving previous intimation about it to the public. Ifthe people of India com- | 
municate to Sir David the above and other instances of passing legislative 
measures without caring or even waiting for public opinion, they will i 
en his hands, and then there will be some hope of his succeeding in getting the 
right for which he pleads.) 


The Jdme Jamsed (52), the Bombay Samdchér (51), and the Akhbére Sowdd- 


gar (53) of the 19th hse are glad that a Minis- 


Are glad that it is proposed terial Bill has been introduced into the House of Com- 
4 Me ne . mons, empowering a reduction in the outfit and 


ates? De allowances of the Viceroy, the Governors of the 
f Presidencies and their Ooubitle. and the Commanders- 


- 2 


in-Chief of Bombay and Madras, and also in the salaries of the Bishops of 
4NuP21—2 [con 785] | 
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9 
Bombay and Calcutta and the Archdeacons. It is gratifying that the Home 


Government are seriously set to the work of reducing the Indian administrative 

- @xpenses, and it is anxiously ted that appreciable reductions will be made 

when the Bill becomes law. The Jdéme Jamsed is at the same time concerned to 

find that the Bill does not contemplate a reduction in the exorbitant salaries 

yes to the Viceroy, the Governors of Presi 
Oo 


dencies, their Councillors, &c., and 
that the Mi will turn their attention in this direction as well as 
ce the over-grown Home charges. Sk 
A correspondent of the Jdme Jamsed (52) of the 16th February observes 
eae ae of the ge a in rey are 
Recommends that a watch- wning in w and particularly in the well 
Pe aeers ee ‘ox situated near the new Elphinstone High School build- 
Bombay in parle age an ing on the Esplanade. As a large number of people 
suicides being committedinit. use this well, it will not do to close it in order prevent 
suicides being committed in it. If, however, a watch- 
man is stationed near it at night, when suicide is generally committed, there 
will be a considerable decrease in this crime. 
The Rédst Goftdr (54) of the 15th February, in alluding to the telegraphic 
_ ~ news that negotiations are going on between Persia 
Poe cigys a = pees and England to permit the former to occupy Herat, 
2 aers _ and that Russia threatens Persia that if she rejects 
her- prolonged friendship in favor of England, she 
will do so at her peril, observes that Lord Beaconsficld’s Ministry wish to pa 
Russia in her own coin by playing this stroke of policy. Ruasia has lost all 
influence in Afghanistan, and the same is about to occur in regard to Persia. 
Though England just now happens to have great influence with the Shah, yet 
she should be very careful not to trust him too much. Persia may do as 
Afghanistan once did, viz., come over to England for a time and then leave her 
to go over to Russia. The Shah may come over to the English side under the 
temptation of getting Herat ; but it is feared that he might go back to Russia 
hereafter and commence hostilities with the English, as has been done by the 
Afghans. The negotiations going on with him appear, therefore, to be highly 
objectionable. (The Loka Mitra (58), the Yajddén Parast (56), the Arunodaya 


. 3) of the same date, and the Satya Mitra (45) of the 14th, the Dnydn Prakésh 


5) of the 16th, and the Poona Herald. (11) of the 18th, express similar senti- 
ments.) : | 


The same observes that the promise given by Sir Stafford Northcote that 

, bel he would submit to the House of Commons any 
ys even: Wat rated at the decision as to whether the e of the renewed 
close of the current year will Afghan war are to be borne by India, is not worth 


- not suffice to meet the extra- much. The Ministry do not care for Parliament, and 
vagant cost of the renewed r India will have to bear the cost whether or not 


arliament is pleased with the decision. Mr. Stanhope 
and the London Times calculate the cost of the war at a kror of rupees. But 
in the first ee it will Posie 4 ascertain the ae meres as the 
expenses of the war are mixed up wi e ordinary expenditure of the empire ; 
and, in the second place, the cost will be much greater than one kror, since the 
Kandahar and other Afghan railway lines alone will cost about two and a half 
krors. The Under Secretary of State has assured the people of England that 
this year’s balance in the Indian treasury will leave a us of thirty-five lacs 
of rupees, after meeting the cost of the Afghan war and of the new railway 
lines. ‘I‘his assurancé is also worthless. It is that there will be a 
balance of three and a half krors in the Indian 
current official year. But the same will not be sufficient to meet the 

of the war. Two krors of rupees are to be paid on account of the last year’s 
compaign, and the Kandahar Railway alone will cost about one kror. Thus the 


balance will be consumed, and India will have to supply fresh funds for 


constructing the other frontier railways and for meeting the extravagant é 
of the cnvesd war. The Under had made a similar iene in 
essing the amount of balance which would remain in the Indian at 


the close of last year. He first said that it would be two krors aud a half. 
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Afterwards he brought down the amount to a-kror and a half, and observed. 
that it would quite suffice for the expenses of. the war. In spite of this 
assurance, the famine insurance disappeared, the license-tax was renewed, two 
krors of rupees were obtained from England as a loan without interest, and a 


new loan of 44 per cent. interest was raised in order to meet the expenses. 
(The Yajdén Parast (56) of the same date advocates on some of the grounds 
mentioned above, that England should pay the cost of the renewed Afghan war 
as India is too poor to do so.) ) 


The Loka Mitra (58) of the 15th February observes that since the com- 
SHE mencement of the Deccan dacoities, it has remarked 
Observes that the Deccan more than once that they were perpetrated rather by 
dacoities arose from distress indigent ryots than by professional robbers. The 
and dissatisfaction among the Detean be : ee oad tle td. jad 
agricultural ryots. ryots were mpoveris and felt the Jan 
: | assessment as a heavy burden. They were dissatisfied 
with this state of things, and the new forest laws added to their dissatisfaction. 
They took to committing dacoities, and some professional robbers joined them. 
Some persons refused to believe this, but the same has been now proved by facts. 
Thirty-four cases of Deecan dacoities have been decided by the Session Judge 
of Poona during the last twelve months. The accused persons in those cases 
numbered 248.. Of these 104 wére agriculturists, 67 laborers, 28 Raémoshis, 
19 artizans, 19 Mahérs and 4 Mings. The comparatively large number of agri- 
culturists proves that indigence and discontent had driven them to commit the 
crime, while the small number of Rémoshis shows that they joined their agricul- 
tural neighbours Jateron. The dacoits have been sentenced to various terms of 
imprisonment. But should Government be satisfied that any of them, and 
particularly the agriculturists were driven by distress to perpetrate the crime, 
they should not fail to show the unfortunate persons due mercy. 


Muniewalities. 


The Arunodaya (18) of the 15th February states that the water of the 
Kaupineshwar tank at Thana is largely used for water- 

us “ee ee ing roads, and supply of water in the tank has been 
Théna. —_— much reduced. But as the supply of water in the 
wells of the town depends on the store in this tank, 

there are fears of the water-supply failing this year earlier than usual. The 
Municipality had better use the water of the tank in the fort, and of other 
tanks to water the roads, in order to save the people from suffering distress 


through a failure of their water-supply. 


The Shiwdji- (27) of the 13th February, but received on the 16th, severely 
censures the municipality of Poona for permitting the 
Severely censuresthe Mu- se of nightsoil as a manure in the en known by 
a oe ~— the name of Hujurpdgd4, which is situated in the 
ap ie ag Pa gar. midst of the city. The stink arising from the 
dens situated in the city. manure annoys not only the residents of the neigh- 
bouring houses, but also the passengers of the roads in 
the neighbourhood. The Corporation brought on cholera by permitting the use 
of this manure in the gardens situated outside the city, and its use in the city 
itself must make matters worse. 


Native States, 


The Loka Mitra (58) of the 15th February observes that of the different 
estimates formed in regard to the amount spent upon 
Observes that the expenses the Gaekwad’s marriage, the lowest figure. which is 
the Gaekwad'’s marriage tex, lacs is no small amount. Butit is to be regretted 
should not be recovered by h : ; 1; 
imposing a tax upon his that no portion of it was devoted to a work of public 
ryots. . utility, and the whole of it was spent in splendidly 
De : entertaining rich people. More objectionable than 
the above is the ramoured mode of recovering the large amount. Some persons 
say that it is to be recovered by imposing a new tax on the ryots, while others 
assert that Jahdgirdérs and others are to be taxed. Either of these modes is 
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icularly so since the Gaekwad’s 
e iago festivities. It.is to be | 
mentioned above will be made by the G: 
. should be made, the Supreme Government will prevent it. If 
- treasury has been ied by the marriage expenses, the amount 
ing the expenses of the administrati 
be inconvenient, the project of 


ding a new palace, of which there is little 
need, should be given up. —— gas 


ee Ss _ ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
FOULS Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


New .Secretariat, Bombay, — : 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
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b ‘the nam 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian ‘Spectator ) of the 22nd February, in alluding to the rumour 
tat te ne yo to stg 9 the Educational 
ips an e over the management of 

schools t oie ee Officers, ge Sl that g-%. this be 
mn of true, the step is vised. Its on induce 
their aries Ofi- timid parents, who have not much ith in the efficacy 
cers. of education, to discontinue sending their children to 


Government schools. For some time past the higher 
officers of Govertiment have shown an inclination to make primary education 


compulsory ; and if the abovementioned arrangement is to be made in further- 
ance of it, there cannot be a measure more likely than this to make Government 
schools unpopular. All that the Educational Department requires is the 
co-operation of the Revenue Officers. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 22nd February remarks that Dr.. Hunter 
os tii. Veal’ praised Sir John Strachey in his address at Birmin- 


“her gham by observing that thodah the Indian Govern- 
x Sree Ruger. ment spent fourteen krors of rupees in feeding the 


famine-stricken poops between the years 1874 and 1878, lost during the same 
period five krors from the land revenue, and suffered heavy losses from a 
rise in exchange, yet the Finance Minister made such good arrangements as 
prevented an alarm being raised in England on account of the Indian debt, and 
a fall occurring in the drains of Le hppinrwi paper in India. These arrange- 
ments, observes the Opinion, perhaps be good, but the experience of the 
people of India does not approve a" em. During the famine, less rations than 
those given to convicts were issued to the lebiowere employed on famine-works, 
and they were made to do hard labor. No remissions were granted, and the 
land-tax was recovered for the famine years, though niinbiee ¢ of ryots and 
cattle had died, whole villages were deserted, and the agricultaral classes were 
much impoverished. The duty on salt was increased, and forest laws were 
promulgated, which have deprived the poor people of the forest produce on 
which they subsisted, and increased the price of fael. A portion of the import 
_ duty on cotton goods ‘was given up, and the Famine Insurance Fund, created. 
by the imposition of the harsh an ‘unj just license-tax, was diverted to defray 
_ the expenses of the unprofitable Afg ide war. Notwithstanding these things 


Dr. Hunter praised the Finance Minister ; but in doing this he has simply shown 
his own subserviency. 


A correspondent of the same states , that on Monday last a European 


soldier made some purchases at a shop in Nal Bazar 


States that the native police- 
men of Bombay ae oe to in Bombay, but refused to pay the price of the articles 


urchased. The shop-keeper thereupon carried the 

etd bane _ pomaplatit to a olivia, who jeninssseatinl with the 
- soldier, but the latter continued unreasonable and beat 

the former severely. He (the soldier) was afterwards a gring near the 
Bhuleshvar police station. The policemen and th ple who were present 
on this occasion said that native policemen had ge ne not to ‘siathiad a 
European. If this be true, it is strange that a policeman is not to arrest a 
European even when he makes an assault on the policeman himself. But if it, 


be untrue, the Police Commissioner should dispel the wrong notion s watertamed | 
by the policemen. 


The Mahdrashira. Mitra (7) of the 19th February, but received on the 23rd, 

the Nydya Sindhu (16) of the 16th, but received on 

oo eapproves of the Master tho 26th, and the Satya Shodhak (23) of the 22nd, 
— disapprove of the Master and Servant Bill. The © 
reasons advanced by them are similar to those put forth by the Native Opinion 


(4) of the last week, and noticed at some length 1 in the summary for the 
ending the 21st instant. 
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The Arwnodaya (13) of the 22nd February observes that the Ministry say 


he 


, _. that the North-West Frontier of India was weak, and 
ake te of thedecision it was desirable for her safety that a scientific frontier 
Pas ld te tenho, should be secured. It is to achieve this important 
_ cost of the Afghan war. . object that the war with Afghanistan is carried on; 
and therefore India should pay the cost of it. They 
also say that this year the Indian finance is in so very satisfactory a condition 
as to have pte, A re! me after meetimg the current administrative expenses ; 
and from this ce the cost of the war will be paid. These reasons are 
unsound. Since the introduction of British rule, the annual revenues have been 
always found insufficient for the yearly administrative expenses, and new loans 
have been raised in England to make the two ends of the account meet. How 
can there be this year only a surplus so large as to pay the cost of the renewed 
war which cannot be less than three krors of rupees? ‘The surplus seems to be 
simply the proceeds of the license-tax imposed for the creation of a Famine Insur- 
ance Fund. Noonecan justly say that, because this year happens to be good, it is 
right to divert this fund to any other than its legitimate pu . It behoves the 
English statesmen, therefore, to re-consider the question about the cost of the 
war, and to @ just decision. (The Bombay Chronicle (49) of the same date 
blames the Ministry for deciding that India alone should pay the entire cost 
of the Afghan war. Under the circumstances already known, and therefore 
need not be repeated here, England and India should that cost equally. 
The Ministry are afraid to displease the English people by calling upon them 
to pay half of the cost, and have, therefore, brought forward the plea that 
the Indian finance is in such a satisfactory condition this -year as to be able to 
pay the whole cost. In conclusion, the Chronicle exhorts the people of India to 
make a respectful representation to Her Imperial Majesty in Parliament, pointing 
out the injustice done to their country.) 


The same observes that a newspaper correspondent writes that Wali 
| Mahomed has prohibited the Hindu residents of Cabul 
Observes that the Hindu from leaving that city to come over to India. [If this 
renege 3 sega ga not report be true, it seems strange. They were plunder- 
rd Pegg ae i oS ed and maltreated by the Afghans when Cabul fell 
| ‘into their hands, on suspicion of their being favor- 
able to British rule. They do not know for certain that the British Government 
will retain that city in their own hands, and being naturally afraid of similar 
ill-treatment in the case of the Afghan re-occupation of it, they are anxious to 
leave it. 
The Jagan Mitra (14) of the 23rd February, in alluding to the ramour that 
Government intend to abolish the Educational Inspec- 
_ _ Approves of the rumoured torships, and make over the management of schools 
abolition of ct aa > to Revenue Officers, observes that on financial con- 
prac eg adel to Revenue Siderations the Inspectorships and some other highly 
Officers. paid posts which are not of much use to the Depart- 
: ment, ought to be abolished without scruple. The 
Inspectors generally visit the schools of the Zilla towns, and sometimes those of 
the Téluka towns; while the Revenue Officers are able to pay annual visits to 
most of the village schools also. The new arrangement will give a little 
additional to work the latter, but will afford some relief to the treasury, and will 
act to some extent as an encouragement to education. im Shiwaji (27) of the 
20th February, but received on the 23rd, expresses similar sentiments.) 


The Belgawm Samachar (15) of the 23rd February is glad that distinguis 


ished — 
s statesmen among the Liberals are now-a-days to be — 
Is glad that distinguished counted among the advocates for Indian interests. 
ee yng Hitherto the masses in England knew very little of the 
as to the mel coniition of real eondition of the Government and of the people of . 
India. India. bd ws weet er omg ee - per —_ arbi- 
trarily and represented to the e of England that | 
every thing they did was for the benefit of the Indians.” This course has Awa a6 
more notable since the assumption of the Imperial title by Her Majesty the 
Queen. The later policy has dissatisfied the people, and yet the M 
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erg ran rare, Hay e that the natives are loyal and , and are i 
wiser day by day. Pre nentinkiae tes 6 ) ortheote cbaseved 
in his address at Leeds, that war with the Afghans was declared not with the 


object of annexing Afghanistan to the British territory, but with the desire to 

foteet India from a foreign invasion, and to remove the fear ti rig pep 
from the minds of the people. But they have never exhibited any of a 
foreign invasion, and never desired that war with Afghanistan should be 
declared. On the other hand, the press and the public associations of this 
country have deprecated the idea of these hostilities. Sir Stafford also remarked 
that India was ruled for the benefit of her own people. But can any body aay 
that the new Press Act which gags the public opinion, the Arms whi 
disarms natives and permits Eurasians to possess weapons, the abolition of the 
import duty on cotton goods, the license-tax, the Factory Bill, and the new rules 
for the admission of natives into the Covenanted Civil Service, are for the 
benefit of natives? Better times are dawning for India. Distingui 
Liberal statesmen are advocating her cause. They will soon dispel the ignorance 
of the people of England as to her rea] condition ; and when this has been done, 
there will be no more delay in improving her condition. 


The Satya Shodhak (23) of the 22nd Fe , under the belief that the 

| Ministerial Bill introduced into the House of Commons 

Is glad that it is proposed for empowering a reduction in the outfit and allow- 
to cartail the salaries of the ances of the Viceroy, the Governors of Presidencies 
Presideacies &c. ~S*~*«ét a thee Ccounnccills, &c., contemplates a reduction in 
their salaries, observes that it is gratifying that the 

attention of the authorities is directed at last to this important subject. The 
press has been long praying Government to reduce the exorbitant salaries 
received by the Viceroy and others, and it seems that appreciable reductions 
will be made presently. It would be well were Government to consider also 
the question of reducing the large salaries paid to the Judges of the High 
Courts. Several Anglo-Indian papers are of opinion that a reduction in their 
salaries will have a bad effect on their integrity. But if the salaries of the 
Viceroy, the Governors, &c., can be reduced without producing a bad effect, 
there is no reason to believe that a reduction in the salaries of the Judges will 
produce it. The offices of the Revenue Commissioners are superfluous. They 


unnecessarily increase correspondence and delay justice, and may, therefore, be 
well abolished. 


The Vengurla Writta (32) of the 19th February, but received on the 24th, 


observes that the possession of salt-works in Goa 


Complains that Govern- wnder a treaty with the Portuguese 
ment have ordered the closing ny gu Government 


ap to have induced the British Government to 
oi Gallockeete.. te Bites’ “Saar the closing of the salt-pans at Ratnagiri, Maélvan 
and Vengurla, and to make the Ratndgiri District 
depend upon Gog for supply of salt. This arrangement may prove advantage- 
ous to revenye, but it cannot be so to the people. Latterly, salt was sold in 
Ratn4giri at four paylis for a rupee, and the poor people complained bitterly that 
it was very dear. Now it will have to be brought from Goa with great trouble 
and expense, and will, consequently, it is believed, be sold at three pdéylis. The, 
inhabitants of the northern parts of the collectorate will_be heavy losers, as it is 
said that the salt produced in the Habshi’s territory will not be allowed to be 
imported into them, and Goa salt alone will be supplied. The great dearness 
of salt will lessen its use in human food, and the same will lead to the spread of 
such serjous diseases as leprosy and others. Im conclusion, the Writia prays 
Government to permit the salt-pans of the Ratndgiri Collectorate to be worked 
as hitherto. | | | 
The same observes that the Panches or committees entrusted with the 


Speen management of the allowances paid from Government 


Approves of treasuries to Temples and Masjids, are, rig! 
a as ee speaking, the ama Govaenniaan desiring top 
e 


such a law as the Religious Endowment Bill. The individuals composing the 
committee are generally at variance with each other, and the most powerful — 
among them misappropriates the allowance, while each of the remaining members 
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retains in bis sole possession | 
may be able to lay his hands upon, and thus the idol is neglected. This is the 
condition of most of the religious endowments. Since the people themselves 
are not able to manage the endowments properly, it is right that Government 
should assume their management. (The Samsher Bahddur (60) of the 20th 
February, but received on the 23rd, advises the managers of the religious 
endowments to makea proper use of their ‘trusts, and give no cause for 
interference on the part of Government.) | 
The Gujarat Mitra (50) of the 22nd February, in noticing the Town Duties 
ee and Toll Bill of 1879 intended for application to the 
Do B” (°*™" whole of India, observes that the in protects the 
; interests of the mill-owners of Manchester and the rest 
of Europe, and exempts from municipal taxation the articles which have been 
already heavily taxed for rom pia urposes. It plainly states that municipali- 
ties should levy taxes on’such articles as are intended for consumption within 
their own limits, but should not impose any on goods which are intended for 
consumption elsewhere. And yet it unjustly exempts from municipal taxation 
foreign articles consumed in this country. The exemption of salt and opium 
from municipal rates is made in the interests of Government, since these articles 
are already heavily taxed by Government ; while the exemption of cotton twist, 
cotton cloth and jute is allowed in the interests of the muill-owners of Europe, in 
order that may Os cotton and sell cotton cloth cheap. The former 
measure is unobjectionable, but the latter is not so. The Bill also states that a 
toll or rate should be levied on a public work only sufficient to keep it in repair, 
or to pay the interest of the capital spent upon it, or to re-pay the capital itself. 
But as most public works have been constructed at a great cost, the income from 
tolls or rates will not be able to re-pay for a long number of years the capital 
spent upon them ; while the interest of the capital and expenses of keeping the 
works in repair are charges which will continue as long as the works exist. 
Thus there is no hope that rates will ever be abolished. 


The Jame Jamsed (52) of the 26th February, in noticing the Indian Finan- 

ek _  .. @ial Statement for 1880-81, observes that the credit 
gare ae Financial and debit sides of the budget are more satisfactory - 

>. than they were expected to be, and it is gratifying 

that India is able to pay the cost of the Afghan war without the assistance of 
England. This does not, however, mean that England should not pay its share 
of the war expenditure. ‘The war has been declared more for the credit of the 
_ Imperial policy than for the interest of India, and England ought to pay her 
share of its cost. And if she pay it the license and some other taxes may be 
abolished. (The Bombay Saméchédr (51) and the Akhbdére Sowddgar (53) of the 
same date, in noticing the statement, observe that it is gratifying that all incomes 
below rupees five hundred are exempted from the license-tax; but it is to be 
Pip on that the tax has not been extended to official and professional classes. 
A little relief should have been given to the persons who are taxed by imposing 
a tax on these classes). 


The Akhbére Sowddgar (53) of the 24th February, in alluding to the dacoity 
| recently committed at a station on the Western 
Recommends the erection Rajputana State Railway line, observes that some 
¢ SB sayy: rs ~ provision needs be made for the protection of the 
sctiatiin ae ra em. railway subordinates employed at stations in lonesome 
ployés from dacoits. and desolate provinces from the attacks of dacoits: 
This precaution is highly necessary on the stations of 
the frontier railway lines. The station-houses should be so built as to be able 
to afford the employés due protection until the arrival of aid. The stone 
buildings raised for holding lJarge iron water tanks which supply water to 
engines, may be so built as to prove a place of safety on emergency. 
The Rést Goftdr (54) of the 22nd February, in alluding to the Ministerial 
Bill introduced into the House of Commons and 
aippoores of he sainiatae) intenfed to sulletine a peduetion in the sett a 
| Boson owances of the Viceroy, the Governors ombay 
ys ome oS and Madras, &c., observes that. there is a good deal 
of room for curtailing the salaries of highly-paid 
46 P28—2 [con 802] : | 
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apn reductions are made. _ 
hn Seen ee eee the budget, that large reduc- 
“tions would be made in the administrative expenses, and a Commission was | 
appointed for making enquiries ; but a small reduction only was and the 
public was disappointed. Hence, the present Bill does not secure public 
confidence. Moreover, the wording of the tele; about the Bill raises a fear 
that the proposal is a mere blind adopted by the Ministry to silence the 
opposition. The telegram says that the Bill empowers a reduction in the 
salaries of the Viceroy, &c. is power may or may not be used. Even now 
. if the Viceroy and the Governors wish to reduce their own allowances they 
have power to do so, but they do not useit. It would have been far better had 
the Bill ordered the reduction ; but since it does not do so, it is feared that it 
will ever remain a promise on paper like many other promises. After express- 
“ing satisfaction with the determination of Government not to fill up the vacancies 
which will be created by the retirement of Sir Andrew Clarke and Sir Alexander 
Arbuthnot, as a measure of real value, the Rdést Goftdér observes that the salaries 
received by the Vice Conneil and Secretariat are large, and may also be 
well reduced. (The Mitra (58), the Yajddn Parast (56), and the Gujarat 
Mitra (50) of the same date express some of the above sentiments.) 
The same, in alluding to the assurance given by Lord Cranbrook to the 
; anchester cotton-dealers, that the remaining import 
nat Toteats against the mtend~ duty on cotton would be abolished, observes that since 
abolition of the import lat i ‘feed th ‘2 f Sve loos 
duty on cotton goods. ytton sacrificed the revenue of twenty-five | 
of rupees in order to please these merchants at a time 
when there was a large deficit in the Indian treasury, and the license-tax was 
imposed, and England was implored to give a loan of two krors of rupees, there 
are fears that the remaining duty will be at once removed. since the treasury is in 
a good conditiun. But India ought to make a strong protest against the abolition. 
The expenditure on account of the Afghan war will be so great that it is feared 
that even the improved revenue will not be able to meet the whole of it. If, 
on the other hand, there will be balance of thirty-five lacs of rupees after 
meeting the cost of the war, the interests of twenty krors of Indian subjects 
ought to have precedence over those of a few Manchester mill-owners. The . 
Viceroy ought to reduce the license-tax and the duty on salt, and restore the 
famine insurance fund, and thereby free Government from the imputation of 
having committed a breach of faith. 


The same observes that Sir Bartle Frere was ever anxious to do honour 


Aig oo to the native ladies who appeared in respectable 
BF tg ag meetings, by inviting them to the Government House. 


parties. Lady Frere once obtained a list of such native ladies 
ars Re from the Editor of the Rds? Goftér for the purpose of 
inviting them to one of her parties “at home.” On another occasion her 
ladyship invited the girls of the native female schools to the Government 
gardens at Parel, and held a happy assembly of Europeans and Natives. The 
honor then received by respectable and reformed native ladies from the head of 
_ the Government of this Presidency, has been gradually discontinued. But Sir 
Richard Temple, ought, as a friend of the natives, to imitate the good example 
set by Sir Bartle. Sir Richard has, in his speech at the recent Baroda 
festivities, expressed some noble sentiments on the improvement of native — 
ladies, and they induce us to claim from him the revival of the practice of 


inviting native ladies to the Government House. Here the writer gives an 
extract from the speech. | 


The same, in alluding to Sir David Wedderburn’s motion, urging that the 
| | natives of India should be represented in the ies | 
Approves: of Sir David Jative Councils, and to the reply from the Un 
=~ saa os agg Secretary of State for India that it would not do for. 
saat ted in te Lawlile- s long time to make this concession, and that the 
tive es Indian authorities endeavoured as far as possible to 
_ @licit native opinions on different Bills, observes that 
popular representation cannot be expected under the existing imperialism. 
Stanhope’s asserticns may, however, be contradicted. Twenty years ago 
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the practice of appointing unofficial ean and Native Members to th 
Legislative Councils was begun, accompanied by a profession that the admini- 
stration of the country was: to be conducted with the consent of the people. 
The country which was then considered fit for the introduction of this improve- 
ment into it, is now found by the authorities to be unfit for any larger 
concession. In other words, the Imperial Government is unwilling to extend 
this political boon in favor of natives. The evidence of this unwillingness is to 
be found in the selections of the native members made under the existing 
The Government of Bengal have recently nominated the Raja of 
hunga, a young and inexperienced youth, to the Legislative Council of 
that Presidency. He laid out thousand rupees on a rich ball given to 
His Excellency the Viceroy in the Calcutta Town Hall, and, in the absence of 
any other qualification, this extra ce seems to have paved his way to the 
Council. e condition of the Bombay Legislative Council is nearly the same 
as that of the Bengal legislature. To select for the unofficial members rich 
persons who are without experience and have no knowledge of English, is become 
‘ almost.a rule. The number of independént members, who can freely express 
the public opinion, is kept so very small that their views seldom or never meet 
with success. Important legal Bills are sometimes enacted into laws in great 
haste, without affording the public due time to express their opinions on them. 
(The Loka Mitra (58), and the Gujarat Mitra (50) of -the same date, and the 
Shuvdji (27) of the 20th, express similar sentiments.) 


The same, in alluding to the telegraphic news that in spite of the Premier’s 
; _ statement it is genérally believed that an Anglo- 
Pye tage being Persian understanding has been established on the 
subject of Herat, observes that this E maisd of the 
Ministry is as much condemned in India asin England. After alluding to the 
Opinions passed upon this subject by the Times of India and some other 
prominent Anglo-Indian papers, disapproving of the transfer of Herat to the 
Persians, the Rést Goftdr remarks that the Ministry up to a recent date gave 
assurances that the Gundamuck Treaty, which preserved the independence of 
Afghanistan, would be upheld, and a similar profession was made the other day 
in the Royal speech at the opening of Parliament. The Ministry now appear 
determined to break the promise knowingly, since the Anglo-Persian understand- 
ing was under consideration for a long time. The new policy has for its object, 
to weaken Afghanistan by dividing it into several parts and putting them in 
charge of Governors. But this arrangement necessitates British supervision 
over the Governors and the retention of Afghan territory as far as Kandahar in 
the hands of the British Government, and creates a serious responsibility, which is 
made worse by letting Herat pass into the handsof the Persians. This city is 
considered to be the key of India, the garden of Central Asia, and the ware- 
house of the world. To prevent its falling into the hands either of the Persians 
or of the Russians, wars were made with Afghanistan in 1838 and 1878, 
and with Persia in 1856. If it is allowed to be taken by Persia, the Afghans 
will blame the British Government for the same, and the probability will arise 
of its passing one day into the hands of the Russians. The Persians and the 
Russians are close neighbours, and the Russian railways have approached 
Persia. Persia is, therefore, under the thumb of the Russians, and to make > 
over Herat to the former is to invite the latter to a war with the British Govern- — 
ment, which the Ministry wish to avoid. The Russians will also derive advan- | 
tage from the enmity of the Afghans to the British Government on account of © 
their making over their important city to the Persians. (The Shiwdjt (27) and 
the Samsher Béhddur (60) of the 20th, but received on the 23rd, and the Kdside — 
Mumbai (67) of the 23rd also are of opinion, formed on some of the grounds 
mentioned above, that Herat should not be made over to Persia. The Bombay 
Saméchdr (51) of the 27th February is of the same opinion, and observes that 
since the British Government will undertake the defence of Afghanistan from 
Russian aggression, Herat should not be made over to Persia, and should be 
retained by the British Government in their own possession. 
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The same contains a communication from Daman, the writer of which 

| Observes that the prominent pit hm of Portugal 

The grievances of the and Goa condemn the new Anglo-Portuguese Treaty. 

as Ss See One of the papers of the latter country justly observes 
quik Tish: Anglo-Fort- that the Portuguese Government have ao 


new miseries on their ryots, whose miserable condition must end in starvation. 
One of the conditions of the Treaty is that the.British Government should give 
the Indo-Portuguese Government at cost price fourteen pounds of salt per head 
of their subjects. The latter Government will sell this salt to their subjects at 
the price of three quarters of an anna per Bengali Sher. Thus the Portuguese 
Government will levy a duty twenty-four times the cost price of the salt, 
while the British Government levies only fourteen times its original price. 


There is a distinct clause in the Treaty that all land-customs are abolished ; and = 


yet a municipal tax of the uniform rate of two per cent. is levied on all kinds of 
articles. Under the new Treaty the liquor-dealers will, it is said, be called upon 
to make over to Government the supply they hold in their hands, and will get 
it back on payment of a heavy fee. The Po ese Government have not done 
well in consenting to observe the provisions of the Abk4ri Act of the British 
Government. In British India almost the whole land and the trees growing on 
it are State pro , and Government can pass any orders they like in regard 
to them. In Portuguese territory most of the land has been given away in 
Jahdgir, and the remaining is private property. The Government can levy no 
other taxes upon it than the annual salami, and the duty for the dispensation of 
civil and criminal justice. And yet the Abkéri law has been brought into force. 


The Yajdéw Parast (56) of the 22nd February observes that the Bombay 


Port Trust Committee does not = reporters of 
Observes that newspaper newspapers to its meetings for the purpose of 
pega ehould, - a reporting the proceedings. It supplies excerpts from 
thay —— its proceedingsto Anglo-Indian newspapers alone. 
The public is not satisfied with this half measure. 
Why should the Committee be afraid of admitting reporters to its meetings? Is 
it afraid of public criticism? ‘Since the commencement of the current year its 
work and responsibilities have considerably increased by Government having 
made over to it all the foreshore properties, and the public have a right to know 
all the proceedings of this-large public department, and to pass opinions 
on them. This right will be asserted if the reporters are admitted to the 
meetings. : 


The Satya Mitra (65) of the 15th February, but received on the 23rd, 
observes that so far as it knows no respectablé native 


Is , that His Excellency ntleman Was SO not to receive an invitation to 
the — did not invite Be wi. 


‘aise eatanen i he Gel the ball which was given at the Government House 


hall ae tie ; last month. Native gentlemen who are orthodox 
lly ce “followers of their respective religions and walk in the 

path of truth and virtue, are unwilling to go to balls 
and similar amusements of Europeans. One of the former Governors, who was 


simple and courteous, used to invite native gentlemen to the balls at the 


Government House. They did not like to displease Her Majesty’s represen 


ta- 
tive in this Presidency by refusing to go, and, therefore, did honor to the 


invitations. They went and ig i for a short time, and returned home after 
paying their respects to His Excellency the Governor. The subsequent 
Governors stopped issuing invitations to balls, as they did not like to put 
native gentlemen to useless trouble. Several raw young natives who outstep 
the bounds of the etiquette of native society under the cloak of improvement, 


showed a desire to go to the balls accompanied by their wives, but none of the — 


high officials gave them countenance. Sir Richard’s suavity and courteousness 
to natives encouraged these om men to expect invitations to the balls. But 
following in the footsteps of his discreet predecessors in office, His Excellency 
did not invite them. 

same. | 


d their subjects 
without ben ting themselves ; and they have brought — 


is‘ Excellency deserves great credit and honor for the | 
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10 
Municipalities. 


The Prajé Mitra (79 | of the 15th February, but received on the 23rd, 
| oh Oo es that though there is a rule that new 
Requests the Collector of Municipal Commissioners should be appointed every 
Manipal C 0 PO ew third year, yet the present Municipal ‘Cnemniaitonies 
that city. of Ahmedabad have been holding their office for a 
very long time. The consequence of this is that, the 
municipal expenses have largely increased without good cause. The Health 
Officer does little work, and yet he is paid one hundred rupees a month. 
Inspectors of the different quarters of the city are appointed on about forty 
rupees per month each, but their pay may be well reduced to twenty ru 
The mlary of the Bewley t the Corporation is also very large. He is 
scarcely ever to be seen giving aid in extinguishing street-fires. The posts of 
the Secretary and the Health Officer may be well abolished. If the Collector of 
Ahmedabad appoints new Commissioners they are sure to take due notice of 
the abovementioned and other useless expenses. 


Railways. 


The Shubha Suchak (17) of the 20th February, but received on the 

23rd, in noticing the report on the working of the 
- Suggests a reductioninthe State Railways in the Bengal Presidency during the 
cost of working the State year 1878-79, makes the same remarks as were made 


= aghiasd by the Arunodaya (13) of the Ist instant, and noticed 
at some length in the summary for the week ending 
the 7th February. 
Native States. 


The Guwaradt Mitra (50) of the 22nd February gives an extract from 
Citiatiae: ehh aie Dilla — E. a ees report on the administration 
sey Bess of the tate, pointing out a few shortcomings, 
eal eee and Ghats thes the defects mentioned therein did 
really exist. Though the late Réo Béhddur Gokalji Jhdla was able and honest, 
yet he would not act with sufficient independence, and his administration was 
defective. Mr. Séle Hindi has succeeded him in the Dewdnship. The new 
incumbent is quite illiterate. He has for his assistant Bhdnji, who was once a 
Vakil of the State, but was afterwards dismissed from service. He too is 
illiterate like the Dewaén. Why does not Colonel Barton get Mr. Sale Hindi 
dismissed from the Dewdn’s office, and put in his place a well educated and 
able person who will puta stop to the mismanagement which prevails in the 
State? Ifthe Political Agent enquires into the case of the Desai of Shemrala, 
who has been ruined by the late and the present Dewdns, he will be convinced 
of the maladministration of the State and of Mr. Sdle Hindi being the cause 
of it. : 


The Samsher Bahdédur (60) of the 20th February, but received on the 23rd, 
shit 4 aia. Sir P. Repewrey vk parseising the ee ion 
ee eee ee of forced labor from the Gai i ryots, for not 
in the Baroda administration. _+vino just decisions on the claims of persons who 
had demands on the State, for failing to adopt proper measures for the protec- 
tion of the life and property of the ryots, and for neglecting to give due 
encouragement to education. The Dew4n is also blamed for sellin ing the book 
cuntaining the laws enacted for the State at three pee per copy. Three 
years ago the proprietor of the Samsher Béhddur offered to sell the book at one’ 
rupee, but his offer was not accepted. : | | 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
2nd March 1880. 
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For the Week ending 6th March 1880. 


‘ ~ REPORT 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


No. 


Names of Newspapers. 


Place of publication. 


Sm 


mS ew tanhe 


\» 


ENGLISH. 


The Indian Spectator sovsccetdanessssssss . 


33 


The Indu Prak4sh 


eyesesysses 8 88 & S&S 8 


S 


Deccan Star ...........- eli caaas diese 


ANGLO-MARA THL 


Native poner Diciok Dec gscsseesecctees 
Dnyan Chakshu......,.,..---+22-s0++- 
Poona Herald..........2-.00.-+2-+--+--- 
Subodha Patrik& .............-.-0-00- 


MARA THI. 


The Arunodaya........+.-+-.0-+ sosseeeeeses 


Nydya Sindhu ..............-...-eeee 
Shubha Suchak................-ses0e 
Kalpataru .............-- ei ledeveanacs 
Khandesh Waibhaw 

Satya Sadan ...............+.+++ th 
Hitechchhu ... «..........cececseeeeee 
Satya Shodhak ... ......-.00..--s000s: 
Hindu Punch...........-..20--.seee+00e 
es teal nsahanenshnasabinn 


Dnyan 5 
Pandhari 
Vengurla Writta .......se.s0..--e00-- 
Din Bandhu .......cccccccccccceessess- 
iene ee ceiwaevexceuets sd 


eeeeeceecee S@Eeaeeeaees* ® 


xe 6—3 ie af 


Bombay .....<...+0 


Bombay .........+.. 

BM ec cséaceas 
SRSe. cccccnccnncs 

Do. 
Bombay ............ 
Poona...... SNe ee 
FROEY 0-<000s00. 


Shol4pur 
Dhulia 


—e 


Ahmednagar ...... 


Kolh&pur ......... 


wee 


| Selzer Sevan: 


Dh&érwar.........-..} 


co vo, Ra | 
Lassa gd eave 


PGE... <ccebs soe ce: 


a epee eee 


Weekly 
Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do 


PPPS Sess 


PS 


PEF 


; 


a 
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Bi-weekly ... 
Weekly 


* ae - 
7 a x ides 


Pe eR 


bo 


or 
o 


’ : 18 


——— a 


The ii wee. ... 


Wade Daye Wine | 


93 
3? 


ee ¥ 


» Bombay Ss aRgamalat sans oaks 


Satdharma Dipa 


2a ties | SD dag SPH 
tya Mitra . os @Seesee h pci oc chndunaal , Do. 


ANGLO-GUJARA TI. 


is | 
The Surya Prakésh . Riis Bika assddce ded 
BRICOOHOIRG: -5o55cc i. ccci ccc cicccccces 


GUJARATI. 


The Gujarat Mitra ...................000.. 


J&me Jamsed. 


A'rya Mitra 


‘Broach Wartamén” . | 


Decahen A RR Re Lah nnace od 
Kaside Mumbai ..................... 
Gujarat Saméch&s tevin: Sekiesins 
Nyéye BI cade tisiaidss codes seas 
sane SamAchér.......0...s0ee0c-- 
Dandio SSSseePeecnees ee 
Dnyén Wardhak .. 
Swadesh Watsal ................ seca 


CAWARESE. 


HINDUSTA‘NI. 


wmain 60S 6S6 640 cs ceceesée 


Akhbére Sowd4gar cutdb0es ve dévocece 
Yai Se EepriSearerianaiie 
Loka Mitra ............ Mega. wack eh 


@@eeees S@GGeane bee “ce o* 


Bombay Oi ae 
Alibag 


| 


Ahmedabad ...... 


Bombay ............ 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


| ‘Ahmedabad joes 


ecseton Oobed* 
; 


Ee. 


SRR eee 


“SBbOete 


Do. 


TR Ra ALAP Ee SE | 
#466466 O@OG? ets 
eeeeeeeOGicae 


| Bombay. ekiens 


re 


| Bombay ............) 


: 


Kurrachge . a elute 


: 


Bombay .........-.. 


@®#e@ee* @ee & 6 © 


Dharwar.:.......... ' 


Monthly 
Do. 


“ag 


Fortsightly.” . 
Tri-weekly... 


Weekly 


Weekly: 
Do. 


Do. 


eee 


450 
200 


ae ‘ 


- ‘The names of Newspapers 
_baginning ofthe report is printed 


s of the Ne 


rage various ‘notives Seas been collected under different heads, 


are printed in Jetion, 
in 


brackets after 


the name. 


re wepapets marked. * have not 
1 hese cases, an estimate has been made by the 


which are printed i in itahes, 


given information as to the number of copies 


Reporter. 


2 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 29th February considers it a great injustice 
| that thirty years’ cervice should be required from the _ 
Observes that the Furopean European officers of the Educational Department, to 
officers of the Educational entitle them to a pension, and exhorts them to pro- 
Department should be pen- tout bist thie had diti The qd 
sioned after twenty years’ ‘CS? 4gaimst this hard condition. © average dura- 
service. tion of life 1s, according to the experience of life in- 
surance companies, thirty-five years, and under the 
thirty years’ rule very few Educational officers can serve for the full time 
n to entitle them to a pension. Though the duties of teaching are 
piivaically less arduous than those of the other services under the State, yet their 
strain upon the nerves 1s considerable. The pension rule is, therefore, a great 
injustice. The best course seems to be that a certain percentage should be 
deducted from the salaries of these officers, which, together with the accumnu- 
lated interest on it should go to form a fund for pension at the end of twenty 
years service. 
The same, in alluding to the question about the propriety of making over 
Herat to Persia, observes that it is not safe either to 
Observes that there is no do this or to retain the city in the hands of the British 
use in the rise. en, Government. The wisest course would be to rest at 
og a Kandahar in thankfulness, and to await the Russian 
enemy there. As Herat is the gate of India, it should 
be barred from within, since it is indisputable that India can fight with the 
enemy better from Kandahar than from Herat. 


The Dnydan Prakash °) of the 1st March, in noticing the Financial Statement 
ik . ., for 1880-81, observes that its apparently good success 
Bere tg a is sure to mislead common people into the belief that, 
| _ it betokens such a satisfactory condition of the finance 
~ as should make the country glad; but it cannot. have a similar effect on 
thoughtful persons. The latter see quite clearly that this bright picture is 
presented ‘in order to enable the authorities to throw the expenses of the Afghan 
war exclusively on India. It is surprising that Government should have decided 
to make India pay the whole cost of this war, since it has been made rather to 
uphold the prestige of England than to protect this country from a foreign 
invasion ; and even renowned English statesmen have admitted that it is just 
that England should pay at least a large share of the expenses. Sir John 
Strachey’s advice to India not to apply to England for assistance in paying. 
the war expenses, is really valuable and remarkable. India would have done 
so gladly if she could, even had the war been for the benefit of England alone. 
But she is too poor to afford herself the pleasure. The Finance Minister himself 
has observed that her condition was last year so very bad that she had to get a 
loan of two krors from England. It is surprising that India should have become 
within the short period of a year so rich as the Finance Minister represents her. 
The alleged affluence is simply the result of the suspension of many remunera- 
tive and useful public works by order of the Minister himself, and this trick of 
Sir John’s is known to the public. The loan of two krors from England and the 
orders received from Home that an immediate reduction should be made in the 
administrative expenses, are strong proofs of the great poverty of this country, 
which it is quite impossible should disappear while the famine has scarcely 
completely vanished. Under these circumstances it is plain that a great injustice 
‘has been done to India by throwing the whole cost of the war on her. Ifshe pays 
it without protesting against the injustice, there will be every probability of her 
being made to disburse the future cost of the lengthened war, which threatens 
to be very great. Nobody, not even Lord Beaconsfield himself, knows when the 
hostilities will conclude, and Sir John observed the other day that he hoped no — 
cause would be given to England to believe that it was a burden to her to 
reserve her Indian Empire from being lost. Again, the construction of the 
 sheartevte Railway at an enormous cost indicates that India will have to bear 
the expense of maintaining British authority permanently in Afghanistan, whe- 
ther or not she be able todo so. The Ministry are assuming a grave responsi- 
bility in preparing to ruin India, simply for the sake of gratifying their party 
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feelings. Should her condition be prejudicially affected, which God forbid, the 


main responsibility of it would be chargeable to the thoughtless and cruel 
administration of Lord Lytton. The objectionable license-tax is meant to 


_ provide for these heavy expenses. In November last Sir John brought forward 

a Bill to remove the injustice of exempting the official and professional classes 
from the tax. This proposal is now given up at a sacrifice of thirty-four lacs 
of rupees, and the injustice is kept up apparently to the great discredit of the 
Finance Minister. The Dnyén Prakdsh then alludes to the creation of the Famine 
Insurance Fund, and the promise given by the Viceroy and the Finance Minister 
that it would not be diverted to any other than its legitimate purpose, and 
severely censures them for using it for the Afghan war. The Viceroy is taken 
to task for denying in his speech at the late Delhi Darbér that such a promise 
was given. It seems that the original object of His Lordship and Sir John in 
creating this fund was to provide for the then intended Afghan war, and that 
the name of Famine Insurance given it was a mere blind. Their conscience 
must accuse them for the course they have adopted m this matter. (The Indu 
Prakash (3), the Native Opinion (4), and the Satya Shodhak (23), of the same 
date, express some of the abovementioned sentiments.) 


~ The Bodha Sudhékar (8) of the 25th February, but received on the Ist 
March, observes that the people of Sétéra have been 
Requests the Collector of for some time past prohibited from moving out of 
Sitéra to remove the prohibi- their houses after a certain hour at night. Some time 
—. gy Rony people of ~~ ago there was a necessity for this prohibition, but 
doors after a ontaie hour at ‘vere is no need ofit any longer. Respectable persons 
night. are causelessly put to great inconvenience by it, and 
| it is hoped that the Collector will remove it. 


The same and the Mahdrdshtra Mitra (7), and the Satya Mitra (45) of the 

_ 26th February, but received on the Ist March, are of 

Betyg Herat beg Opinion that the British Government should not 

— allow Persia to take possession of Herat, and should 

retain it in their own hands. The reasons assigned in support of the recom- 

mendation are similar to those advanced by the Rast Goftdr (53) of the 22nd 

February and some other papers, and noticed at some length in the summary 
for the week ending the 28th February. 


The Dnydnodaya (10) of the 4th March, in alluding to His Excellency the 
Governor’s address at the opening ceremony of the 

Criticises His Excellency Bombay University Library and the Rajébai Tower, 
the Governor's address atthe observes that a shade of partiality appeared in this 


sana Inivorsity + Ny speech, The names of European Doctors only were 

oe given while those of Native Doctors were oinitted. 
Though the University, of which His Excellency is the Chancellor, has given 
Dr. Anné Moreshwar Kunte the degree of M.D., Sir Bichard could not call him 
Dr. Kynte. Why wasitso? Ifthere be shame in using University degrees, 
why should they be conferred at all ? 


The Poona Herald (11) of the 25th February, but received on the 1st March, 
ee ey de ee defends ~ ere. — of a 5 pe the 

" charge of disloyalty brought against them by some of | 
yer wee § e p ped be and English papers and magazines— 
a subject very often handled by the native press, and several times noticed at 
some length in these summaries. The Herald alludes to the great loyalty shown 
by the more important Princes such as Scindia, the Nizam, &c., in the critical 
times of 1857, and to their ever faithful conduct towards the paramount power. 
One of the magazines represents the Native States as so many mines which might 
explode at any time to the great injury of the British Government. But it is 
neither just nor safe to hurl such groundless accusations at faithful and loyal 
allies who are the real pillars of the Indian Empire. To annoy them continu- 
ally by such false accusations is detrimental alike to their interests as well as to 
those of the British Government. These attacks might embitter their hearts 
and instigate them to improper acts, It is well-known that their armies are 
quite worthless and incompetent to cope at any time with the disciplined forces 
of the paramount Government, For these reasons it behoves the British Gov- 
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5 
ernment to treat the stanch allies with due courtesy and kindness, and make a 


use of them to strengthen the Empire. . | 
The Arunodaya (13) of the 29th February, in noticing the Financial State- 
_. . ment for 1880-81, observes that there is no doubt that 
a satya = the people will be gratified to see that their finance is 
1880-81. get in so good a condition. Though the proceeds of the 
| license-tax, which was specifically imposed to create 
the Famine Insurance Fund, have been diverted to the general administrative 
expenses, yet it is highly gratifying that no new loan is to be raised, nor is a 
new tax to be imposed, nor are persons whose incomes are below five hundred 
rupees annum to be taxed under the license-tax. In the absence of a 
detailed report about the budget, any further consideration of that important 
document is impossible ; but it may be remarked that the observation made by 
Sir John at the conclusion of his budget speech, that a comparison between the 
present total net ordinary expenditure and that of twelve years back shows no 
increase, seems strange. If it be_as he says it is, what has become of the 

increase in the revenue which has occurred: almost annually ? 


The same, in noticing the various arguments brought forward by the Anglo- 

| Indian and the English press against making over 

Observes that there is no Herat to Persia and for its retention by the British 

ee sia Government in their own hands, observes that though 

these arguments appear sound, yet on looking at the 

treaty under which the British Government wrested that province from Persia, 

it seems that the former cannot do so with justice. If this be true, the British 

Government ought to determine to keep up its credit for truth and justice, and 

ought to make over Herat to Persia. There is not much meaning in the asser- 

tion that Persia will not be able to retain Herat; and even if there be any, it 
matters little, since the British Government are more powerful than the Czar. 


The Shubha Suchak (17) of the 27th February, but received on the Ist 
March, in alluding to the rumour that Government in- 

_Disapproves of the rumoured tend to abolish the Educational Inspectorships and to 
se eae sme to make over the management of schools to Revenue 
oon ea faster of theis Officers, observes that there is no doubt that the latter 
work to Revenue Officers. are better acquainted than the former with the edu- 
cational requirements of a district. They have, how- 

ever, manifold duties to perform, in addition to their legitimate work of the 
collection of land revenue. They are Political Agents, Magistrates, Registrars, 
Trustees of Lands under the Deccan Ryots’ Relief Act, Presidents of Local Fund 
Committees and of Municipal Associations, and hold several other offices. It 
cannot, therefore, be expected that they will be able to give sufficient attention 
to educational matters, which require fostering care. If in spite of these facts, 
the Inspectorships are abolished, the Deputy Inspectors may be well made to 
keep direct correspondence with the Director -of Public Instruction. The 
Shubha Suchak then laments that reductions are frequently made in the 
Educational Department, which ought to be fostered. There are numerous other 
departments which are of little use to Government and cost a great deal, but it 
is to be regretted that they have not been hitherto subjected to a reduction. 
(The Gujardt Mitra (50) of the 29th February expresses somewhat similar 


sentiments.) 


A correspondent of the Satya Shodhak (23) of the 29th February states 

that all the creeks in the Ratndgiri District are ford- 

Pe ers the authorities be yaad ge. the — But it is hard to tell the exact 
e Ratnagiri District epth of water, and inexperienced ns particular! 

"wooden pillars in ereks to 579 drowned while crossing. the waters at the fords. 

Peay 3 3 It will be a great boon to the people if one or more 

wooden pillars are fixed in every creek with marks on 


them to show the depth of water in it. 


The Dhérwdér Writta (25) of the 26th February, the Nagar Samdéchdér (26) 
of the 28th, and the Arunodaya (13) of the 29th, in 
Approves of the rumoured alluding to the rumour that Government intend to 


abolition of nity es abolish the Educational I rships and make 
+ Seaggec to Revenue Off.) OVer the management of schools to Revenue Officers, 
cers. express approval of the abolition on grounds similar 


to those advanced by the Jagan Mitra (14) and the 


4 


bit, 


Shiwaji (27) of last week, and noticed at some length in the summary for the 


week ending the 28th February. 


The Vengurla Writta (82) of the 26th February, but received on the Ist 
March, observes that it has in one of its former issues 
‘ canary gr er ach shown that many indications have that not 
ww EES Siacecaaiemin. only do the people of half civilized India but also of 
cau _. @ivilized Europe hate mouarchies. An additional 
instance of this feeling of the people is the attempt made on the life of the 
Czar by the Nihilists by trying to blow up the Winter Palace. The numerous 
attempts recently made by the subjects of different countries to destroy their 
monarchs, show that the former are dissatisfied with the tyrannies practised 
over them by the latter, and desire to become independent. Hence it behoves 
the monarchs to rule their subjects justly and affectionately. But the present 
rule is not of this kind. It pays no attention to the complaint of the subjects 
that the burden of taxation has become so heavy as to make them unable to 
pay any mors taxes, and continues its course of extorting money ; it represents 
that a law imposing a new tax 1s approved of by the people when they pay the 
impost willingly ; it disregards the facts that a scanty use of salt has starved 
the people, destroyed many cattle, and given rise to leprosy and other dreadful 
diseases, and increases the duty levied on it, and orders the closing of salt- 
works ; and it starts famine works, but does not prevent mismanagement by the 
officials in charge of those works, and issues one pound ration to the laborers 
employed on them, in spite of the remonstrances of —— physicians who 
urge that the same 1s insufficient to maintain a laborer. more instanees of 
similar eonduet might be given ; but cannot be done through ax of punishment. 
Though people are prohibited from writing about such tyrannical measures, 
yet they are not prevented from laying their grievances before Government and 
praying them to grant redress. Government ought, therefore, to enquire 
whether the people are really miserable. When kings do not do so, associa- 
tions like those of the Nihilists of Russia, the Socialists of Germany, the Liberal- 
ists of England, and the Anarchists of France are formed among their subjects 
for the destruction of monarchs. It will be better if monarchs improve their 
own conduct instead of attempting to destroy these associations, the members of 
which are ever ready to create disturbances. 


The Gujardt Mitra (50) of the 29th February observes that the assertion 


made by Sir John Strachey in his speech on the 


': engage yeep tii Financial Statement for 1880-81, that the plans regard- 
rs el _ ing the Famine Insurance have been completely 

successful, &c., is inexplicable. Certainly, he could 
have entertained no intention to divert the fund to the Afghan war when it was 
created. He also says that an extension of the license-tax to official and 
professional classes has been abandoned for the present, as fresh taxation is not 
desirable under the existing financial circumstances. But in November last 
he admitted the injustice of omitting these classes from the tax and brought 
forward a Bill to remove it. This unequal taxation ought, therefore, to be 
abolished at once; and it is to be hoped that the same will be done at an early 
date. In the meanwhile it is highly gratifying that all incomes below rupees 
five hundred are exempted from the tax. 


The Bombay Samdchér (51) of the 2nd March is glad that the Secretary of 

_ Citas the Bombey Ini- TTist2on Bill passed lat year by the Bombay Legisle 
ha : igation Bi ear e Bom isla- 
ee tive Council, that a comune aalendiie should 
be levied upon all cultivators who can make use of canal water, whether they 
used it or not, should be expunged. Government had stated in defence of this 
rate that it was necessary as a protection to the large amount spent upon these 
works and the works themselves. Such an arrangement is desirable in some 
important cases, but it cannot be made without the consent of the party who has 
to pay the rate. In the case of the irrigation works the consent of the parties 
on sx Bi the compulsory rate was to fall was not even sought, and hence the 


provision was highly objectionable. The Samdchdr of the 3rd March points out 


further defects in this Bill. One of its provisions says that if water.is stolen or 


wasted from a canal branch and the person by whose negligence it is 
not discovered, the responsibility of the same should es Gee on, — ake 
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7 
recovered from all the land-holders who use water from that branch. But it is 


quite unjust to make persons who pay for the water they take guard a canal 
branch. Another provision of the Bil authorizes the ‘achetin of forced labor 
for repairs to canals in case of unexpected accidents. It is true that to avoid 
damage from sudden accidents repairs to canals should be made with all des- 
patch, and for that reason laborers should be promptly obtained. But to autho- 
rize district officers to - ee any person they like and employ him on repairs 
is by no means advisable. The provision in question is not clearly worded so 
as to exclude from the forcible labor others than laborers. It says that all 
able bodied men of the village or those who hold lands should be put forcibly to 
do the work. Under this provision a respectable person might be made by the 
canal officer to work as a laborer. But this cannot be the intention of Govern- 
ment. This clause ought also to be expunged. But if it be thought indispens- 
able, the class of persons who are to be forced to do the work should be clearly 
stated, as otherwise it will give rise to great dissatisfaction. 
The same of the 5th March observes that the Abk4éri Act appears to have 
| been brought into force more with the object of 
Observes that some con- increasing revenue than with the desire to afford due 
sideration should be shown to convenience to the vendors and consumers of spirits 


the convenience of vendors 


and consumers of country ®0d toddy. The former complain that the whole of 
spirits and toddy in fixmg their income goes to the payment of fees exacted for 
the price of licenses. = - _—_ the licenses issued to them ; while the latter complain 
that these articles are sold so dear as to cost them a 
great portion of their earnings. The vendors say, that having followed the 
business of selling liquor for a long time, they are unable to adopt another occu- 
ation, and are, therefore, obliged to take the licenses at their exorbitant price. 
he emaciated and ill-clad bodies of consumers bear witness to their poverty ; 
but being long habituated to use spirits and toddy they cannot give them up. 
The latter drink is not so intoxicating as spirits are. Even in the case of spiritu- 
ous drinks some consideration ought to be shown as is done in England for 
the convenience ofconsumers. Itis, therefore, to be hoped that Government will 
- instruct their officers to show due consideration to the convenience of the 
vendors and the consumers in enforcing the Abkari Act. 


Tho Rast Goftdr (54) of the 29th February, in again alluding to the Minis- 

ial Bill empowering a reduction in the outfit and 
a: baa Excellency the allowances of the Viceroy, the Governors of Presiden- 
odiiny. ’ cies, &c., points out that the Governor General 
| receives a salary larger than that of a Governor of 

any of the British colonies and dependencies, and even that of the English 
Premier himself. It also shows that His Excellency receives a large amount as 
travelling and other allowances, and remarks that in its humble opinion the 
office of the Viceroy is superfluous and may be dispensed with. However, it is 
too much to expect that it will be abolished at once. Formerly the annual 
salary of the Viceroy was three lacs of rupees, but Lord William Bentinck 
reduced it of his own accord to its present amount of two and a half lacs, and 
the people of India are deeply grateful to him for the same. Lord Lytton has 
curently undertaken to effect a reduction in the expenses of the administration, 


and if he makes a reduction in his own salary he will also be gratefully 
remembered by the people. 


The same observes that the result shown by the Financial Statement for 


sae __,, 1880-81 is partially satisfactory. It is no doubt 
Ps wscy te oo ges gratifying that no new taxes have been imposed ; that 
incomes under five hundred rupees have been 


exempted from the license-tax ; that the remaining import duty on cotton goods 
has not been removed ; that the objectionable export duties on indigo and lac 
have been abolished and no export duty now remains except on rice; that no 
new loans have been raised and that the revenue has been able to meet the 


expenses including the cost of the war; that years of deficit on account of 
famines have disappeared and those of surplus have commenced; that last year 
there was a surplus of two krors, this year it is about eleven lacs, and the next 
year it will be about forty-one lacs, after meeting the war and the railway 
expenses ; and that in the first year of plenty, the revenue from land, salt, 
opium and other sources has so much increased as to leave a surplus of five 
krors in place of the threatened: deficit. All this shows, as observed by the 


8 


Bombay Gazette, that if the finances of India are spent for her benefit alone, she 
will enjoy considerable prosperity. But all this gratification is marred by the 


undermentioned considerations. Last year there was a lus of five krors, 
but out of the , wi three ee AGten fe oo ge hms aye aed the 
remaining two krors upon the A ways. Is year & has 

by ae Pa heavy sacrifices. The Famine Insurance Fund, which 
by this time would have amounted to four krors, has disappeared ; last year the 
Public Works expenditure was about 4} krors, this year it is 33 krors, and for 
the coming year it is fixed at 23 krors. Thus nearly four krors of rupees have 
been wasted upon military veges 4 while within the space of two years three 
quarters of a kror have been withdrawn from the t for such productive 
public works as railways and canals, which afford relief from famines. Hence 
this year’s so-called surplus of five krors is simply the Famine Insurance Fund 
together-with the undue reduction made in the reproductive public works; but 
even that has been spent upon the war. Thus no joy need be felt at the all 
surplus. (The Loka Mitra (58), and the Bombay Chromele (49) of the same date 
express some of the above sentiments.) 2 


The same, in alluding to the remark made by Sir John Strachey in his 
speech on the Financial Statement for 1880-81, that 
Observes that England en¢ the war with Afghanistan is made in the interests of 
of tha Afghan la India and not of England, and that, therefore, the 
former must pay its entire cost, observes that the war 
is not made for the benefit of India and was declared by England in her own 
interests. It is an upshot of the mess made by England im the last Russo- 
Turkish war, and is made by her to uphold her superiority to Russia. India 
has little to do with it, and asks from England a portion of the war expenditure 
not as a charity, but as a due which she is bound to pay in justice. And yet 
Sir John speaks of its being just that India should pay the whole cost, But in 
truth, it is simple injustice to her, (‘he Bombay Chronicle (49) of the same 
date expresses similar sentiments. ) 


The same observes that the new policy of dividing Afghanistan into parts 

: | involves the British Government in endless entangle- 
sor kon es re new ments, So long as hostilities were carned on with 
ag oo _ that country to obtain possession of the passes and to 
make the north-west frontier strong, the war was justi- 

fiable. But the Ministry have crossed the frontier and thereby thrown the 
country into a difficult position, liberation from which seems very difficult. It 
is true that the cruel massacre of the British Ambassador and suite has brought 
on the renewed war. But after the close of the first campaign there was no 
necessity to send an Ambassador to Cabul, and certainly none whatever to send 
him accompanied with a very small force. After inflicting punishment on the vile 
murderers of the embassy there was no need for the British forces to tarry there 
any longer. Yakub Khan has been dethroned on a mere suspicion of his being 
implicated in the massacre, and this step has brought on endless entanglements. 
The policy of preserving Afghanistan entire no longer exists. It seems that it is 
to be divided into four parts, and that the province of Kandahar is to remain in 
the hands of the British Government. Herat is to be made over to Persia, Guzni 
and Cabul are to be given to some Afghan well disposed to the British Govern- 
ment, and the fourth part consisting of Turkistan is to be allowed to remain in 
the hands of the enemy. The former policy of taking possession of the passes 
only was quite safe, inasmuch as the British Government were to remain 
within their own country. But by occupying the country as far as Kandahar 
and keeping around them powerless neighbours, the British Government have 
incurred a grave responsibility. Now they must exercise control over the week 
and rotten Kingdom of Persia. The Afghans are not likely to allow the Shah to 
take Herat without making a strong opposition, and if they succeed in it, the 
British Government will have to fight against them and conquer it for the 
Persians. It must not be forgotten that the Shah has for a long time submitted 
to the pressure exercised upon him by Russia, and since they are neighbours 
there are fears of the Shah giving up the British Government and accepting the 
friendship of the Czar. Thus new wars and new complications seem to arise 
rae) h the new policy adopted by the Ministry, as predicted by late lamented 
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The Loka Mitra (58) of the 29th February, in alluding to the statement 
made by Sir Richard a in his address to his 


Observes that India will constituents in Wo e that he will join the 
Teh Te scinee ot Conservative party, observes that the policy of the 
aa °C Conservatives may have been beneficial to England, 

| but as regards India, though it may not have been 
ee | detrimental, yet it has certainly not been beneficial to her. She 
has had to complain against several measures of their régime. If Sir Richard 
cog them, he will not be of much use to her, and there is no ‘hope of 
er deriving any benefit from his going into Parliament as one possessed of 
considerable Indian experience. It 1s to be more regretted that he makes no 
mention whatever of the Indian interests in the programme given in the address 
of what he intends to do after going into Parliament. 


The same, in alluding to the statement made by Yakub Khan to General . 
Roberts that Sher Alli was compelled to seek the 

Disapproves of the refusal friendship of Russia, as the British Government refused 
aa a it 90 to give him protection against Russian encroachments, 
against Russian conptiinte. observes that whatever fault may be found with the 
late Amir for commercing hostilities with the British 

Government, the latter deserves great blame for the policy they adopted at that 
time. Had they given him a promise of the protection which he solicited, Russia 
would not have found a favorable reception in Afghanistan, and they would 
not have been put to the trouble and expense which they have been obliged to 


undergo. It would have been better if the British Government had the Amir 


and his subjects on their side while opposing the Russians. 


Munreripahities. 


The Jagan Mitra (14) of the 1st March complains that there is no munici- 

oe pal fire-engine in the town of Ratnégini. Recently 

ome ed tng ag two fires broke out on the same day and occasioned 

i . much damage. Had there been an engine to deal 

with them, less damage than has happened would have 

occurred. The Corporation is earnestly requested to provide the town with a 
fire-engine without loss of time. 


The Gujarat Mitra (50) of the 29th February observes that on the occasion 
_ of the fire which occurred in Kanpith, in Surat, on 
_ Suggestions to the muni- Wednesday last, the alarm trumpets were sounded 
cipality of Surat for extin- lat ae ° h . ha 
guishing fires. ate as usual, owing to the trumpeters not being 
present at their appointed places. Whenever fires 
occur early in the evening the trumpeters are absent from their posts, as they 
go home at that hour to take their supper. They do not deserve blame for 
their absence, as they are employed on some i work during the day. It 
is necessary, therefore, that additional trumpeters should be employed to do 
their work during their absence. At this fire the fire-engine which has a hose 
for drawing water out of wells was late in commencing work. If there be any 
defect in it, the same should be at once removed. The delay which occurred 
in sounding trumpets and working the fire-engine caused more damage than 
would have happened otherwise. 


The Rast Goftar (54) of the 29th February bitterly complains that people in 
Bombay do not get Tulsi water in sufficient quantities. 


_ Complains that Tulsiwater The supply is very frequently stopped to the great 
eh a supplied 2 inconvenience an annoyance of the people. This 


grievance has increased of late, and the last week 
proved a great trial to the residents of the Fort and Girgaum. Nobody seems to 
know the cause of this. The Shetids do not take interest in this grievance as 
they do not suffer from it, and the Europeans know nothing about it, as — are 
supplied with water by their Bhistis. The Members of the Corporation and the 
Town Councillors ought to notice it, but they seem to have paid no attention to 
it. The Rdst Goftdr asks will redress be given in this matter ? 


ATMARAM VY. PATKER, 


Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
9th March 1880. 
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[CONFIDENTIAL] 


REPORT 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 
For the ‘Week ending 13th March 1880. 


—_— 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


: : Number 
issued. 

*] 300 

*2 300 
$ 1,200 

%*4 400 
5 700 
6 B Yh: 

*7 250 
8 275 
9 1,000 

10 320 

11 eco) = 1,390 

12 1,600 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

*21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 © 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

1npe13—3 [con 837] 


Number 
No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. of copies 

MaRa'THI—continued. 
700 
200 
500 
_ 600 
300 
200 
250 

: | 
ANGLO-GUJARA'TI. 

BT + Tine Beery POG aia soo on cen go ses cxeee] SHIM. 5.000000 cen cee Weekly 137 
OR 1, 2 Siibeshohhhe ....52.0005+:. apeehGhondess Ahmedabad ......| Do. 450 
.*49. | ,, Bombay Chronicle..........,.......... Bombay ............ Do. 200 

Reta GUJARA'TI. 
50 | The Gujarat Mitra ............., sheapaenes SOTO ones anase aes | Weekly _... 400 
51°} , Bombay Samfachfr.............:......- ES Daily 700 
‘— 2» | . ‘ 525 
oo ts 'z ‘ 615 
«54 ss -| 1,650 

25 i _ 225 

56 s and 500 

~~ Sen ae 

58 - 700 

59 * 900 
«60 a 200 
‘61 - 60 

- 62 a ; * 153 
63 Ze 50 

| 64 - ; 115 

“a eee pee rae 

66 on 1,000 

67 » Kefside Mumbai. .......,........0000 BP 00s cavesuieetes Tri-weekly 900 

68 »» Guyarét Samfchfr ........:......... | RTRs: Weekly 500 

69 se | I PII ecdiocccsesssiccdees TRE Serenata Pee Do. 600 

*70 95 | wewamedh Manwal ........4..3s00...00 PORE ceicevccegeet | Ds 100 
71 » . Broach Saméohér. sekeuibabi: : tonne Me Sakiala x: Do. 700 
_*72 a eh ts. 3 ED 5 accee sascs Do. 100 
7. | 4 Dnyfn Wardhak ariel Bombay ...........- Monthly 400 

TH 1 PE IL ove nce si tccos..0-.- - Sa Do, ATS 
ge ,» Arya Dharma Prakgsh ............ a eal 2 400 

76 ne |. ec. Do. i. Do.. 300 

77 ic IID 222. cose. ches sissoavceccs SN dds nice vase Do. 200 

*78 so ED | cop dccsige sosceoedes. i Bae Daily 250 
val igh MURR As EEO Te Ahmedabad .,....| Weekly 100 
CANARESE 
80 The Chandrodaya ....:.............00. Renee GO eR ae Weekly 200 
HInDUSTA‘NL 
Sl :.-| The Rekigl Akbar iin. icicc.ciccccccccs Bombay....... wees cial: NOx es 175 
Persiay. | 
82 | The Mofurrohul Kalnb ...... .......... Kurrachee. . si. ae 


Do. 


~ Notes.+The various notices have been collected: under different heads, which are printed iin italics. 
 The'names of Newspapers are printed in italics, aud the number 
beginning -ef the report is.printed in brackets after the name. - -- - 


_ The proprietors of the Newspapers marked *. have not given Sateciiiiihin) as to the 
issupd. In these cases, an estimate has been made by the Reporter. 


“ - Newspaper m the list’at the 


number of copies 


° 
Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 7th March, in alluding to the Financial 

es _  ,. Statement for 1880-81, observes that sophi and. 
Se OO SL «Cynicism underlie it. Four months ago the Finance 
| inister declared it to be his intention to extend the 
license-tax to the official and professional classes, and every body hailed the pro- 
posal with joy, as it would remove the existing injustice. That intention is now 
improperly given up. The tax should have been either abolished, as it is 
obnoxious both in its principle and its application, or its incidence should have 
been made equitable. The misappropriation of the Famine Insurance Fund is 
a grave breach of trust, and it 1s to be regretted that it has been diverted to 
defray the expenses of the Afghan war, which is an Imperial concern. This 
financial immorality is committed to benefit England at the cost of India. 
(The Yajdén Parast (56) of the same date expresses similar sentiments.) 


The same contains an article headed ‘‘ What they think of the British rule?” 
Peden age a the writer of which observes that natives admit that 
nistentiou df the coankry. Government respects their institutions and 
and gives them education and laws, but believe that 
they do not get justice. Every native will acknowledge that Government 
strains every nerve to confer those benefits which the conqueror can bestow 
on the conquered. The hitch, however, is that Government having once 
indirectly promised a political millennium, the natives are anxious to attain 
it, but the former do not make good their promises through self-interest. 
It is to be regretted that powerivl England should try unworthy means to back 
out of this promise. The higher classes of natives believe that Government is 
unwilling to admit them to the benefits of a civilized and enlightened rule. 
They wish that few laws should be enacted; that State education should be 
‘nelle cheaper than it 1s at present; that the natural resources of the country 
should be developed; tat native arts and industries should be encouraged ; 
‘and that the powers of the native press should be strengthened. They also 
desire that English statesmen should pay more attention to Indian affairs than 
they have been in the habit of doing, and should govern her for her own benefit 
alone, and not for that of England as is frequently done. She is now governed 
by the English Ministry, who have deprived the Government of India of its 
independence, and the Jatter in its turn acts similarly towards the subordinate 
governments, This policy paralyses the action of the just, and strengthens the 
unscrupulous officials, ‘The consequence is that no regard is paid to the feelings 
of the people or of the feudatory princes; that the law is administered in a 
dilatory and costly manner; that appeals against the decisions of officers have 
become a farce ; and that vexatious laws are enacted with no other object than 
that of making money by them, This has given rise to a great deal of disaffec- 
tion. It is true that there are inherent difficulties in the way of a just and 
impartial administration. But if the tone of the administration had remained 
what it was ten years ago, there would not have been so much demoralization 
on the one hand, and discontent on the other. : 


The Indu Prakash (3) of the 8th March, in criticising the recent Financial 
— ee Statement of the Government of India, says that Sir 
makes comments or « dohn Strachey is evidently in favour of the abolition 

jntede of Bir of all the customs duties, eee particularly those on 

cotton. If this opinion be sound, it would seem that it 
would be contrary to good policy to tax either the exports or imports of a scemgg 
But such a state of things does not exist anywhere in any civilized country. In 
framing his budget, the Finance Minister should attend to the interests of India 
alone. ‘ This view may appear selfish, but. every government acts upon it. It — 
is to be hoped that no further reduction will be made in the import duty on 
cotton goods, On the subject of the salt-tax, Sir John Strachey observed that 
the consumption of salt has increased since the duty on that article has been 
made uniform throughout India; but he fails to notice that this increase has 
been caused not by enhanced. demand in British territory, but by the forcible 
closing of salt-works in Native States, by which salt has been made dearer to 


~) 


the inhabitants of those territories. It may be that some particular province 
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or provinces of India have benefited by the measures adopted by Government 
in the interests of the salt revenue, but upon the whole the masses have been 
sufferers on account of the general enhancement of the price of salt. In conclu- 
sion, the Indu Prakdsh observes that although Sir John Strachey seems to be- 
lieve that reductions are feasible in all departments, yet they have been made 
only in the Department of Public Works, and those notin the most eligible 
manner. The practice of importing new Engineers into India from Cooper’s 
Hill has not been discontinued, while the system of removing experienced men 
from the service still continues in force. | 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 7th March, in a leading article gives the 
as ses —— of ~~ a gegen fs ir John 
Makes remarks on the §trachey, and observes that if the condition of the 
John Seachey “* finances of India is really as flourishing as is described, 
it is ising that it should not have been discovered 
before. It was only in November last that Sir John Strachey made a proposal to 
tax the salaried and professional classes on account of the unsatisfactory state 
of the finances, but that idea-was abandoned, whenit was subsequently found 
that the revenue from various sources had increased. It is clear, therefore, that 
Sir John Strachey did not in November last know the exact financial position. 
This is not creditable to him. Sir John Strachey says that the cost of the Afghan 
war and the losses caused by unfavourable exchange amounting in the aggregate 
to the enormous sum of twenty krors have been met from current revenue 
without the imposition of any additional taxation. But this statement is not 
correct. The license-tax was originally imposed to afford relief during famines, 
and its proceeds, therefore, ought not to have been included in the general balance 
sheet. After payment of all charges incidental to famine, there ought to be a 
balance of three krors from this source alone, which has evidently been appro- 
priated to other purposes. Besides, there is the loan of two krors of rupees from 
the British Government, which has not been accounted for. It must also be 
remembered that the balances in the Indian treasuries at the end of 1877-78 
stood. at fifteen krors, while they will not amount to more than eleven krors by 
the end of the current financial year. It is clear, therefore, that about four krors 
have been spent somehow. From these facts it is evident that the expenditure 
for the last three years has not been met from the current revenues. 


The Dnydnodaya (10) of the 11th March says that a conflagration happened 

in the village of Sdtéra near Bhusdval on the 4th 

Reg = in _ March, by ape about 75 aene “we burnt, and 

ee ee much valuable pro was destroyed. Most of the 

ae aie age of Batéra } ats had roofs of a ent were so close to each other 

as to defy all efforts to quench the fire. It would 

be better, therefore, if measures are taken to have these dwellings built at some 

distance from each other, in order to avoid similar misfortunes in future. The 

owners of land build these cottages so close to each other through love of gain, 
but Government should take steps to prevent them from duving so. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 9th March gives a succint account of the career 
of Sir James Fergusson, and says that it 1s astonishing 
: sag —— = that he should have been appointed Governor of 
ee. “Bombay, since he has never held any high appointments 
in connection with India, and does not seem to 
any experience of Indian administration. Our late Governor Sir Richard 
Temple, says the Arunodaya, was a man of amazing activity and ability, and 
invariably succeeded in accomplishing his object in the face of innumerable 
difficulties, but unfortunately his energies were often misdirected, and he does 
not seem to have done any thing for the benefit of the people committed to his 
charge. He has, however, left us an example of marvellous industry and power 
which deserves imitation. The measures which he took for increasing the forest 
area were undoubtedly laudable in themselves, but the manner in which the 
forest laws have been enforced has been productive of the utmost misery to the 
people, and they are in a terrible state of anxiety for the future. The way in 
which Sir Richard Temple put down dacoities was creditable to him, but it is 
to be regretted that he did not trouble himself to investigate the causes which 
led to those lamentable occurrences. Upon the whole he was a good Governor, 
and it is to be hoped that the new one will be equally so. 


2NP18—3 [con 837] 
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The same, in a paragraph in its local news on the subject of the introduction 

of a Bill into the local legislature relating to temples 

Controverts certain state- and religious endowments, says that its contemporary 
ments of the Dny(modsya 2 the Dnydnodaya observes that the proceeds of religieds 


pag Merion 2 rehgious endowments are misappropriated by the managing — 


committees and mendicant Brdhmans, and hence the 
intentions of the donors are defeated. Several measures were taken on different 
occasions by Government to teeny | this lamentable state of things, but unfor- 
tunately no good has come out of them, nor does there appear to be any chance 
of the inauguration of a better state of things. It would be better, therefore, if 
Government were to refrain from passing any new enactment. To a certain 
extent we acquiesce, says the Arunodaya, in these observations; for there can 
be no doubt that the managing committees often appropriate to themselves 
funds to which they do not possess any right whatever, but we consider it would 
be proper to take action to prevent them from doing so. Again, the Daydéno- 
daya remarks that a Government which rules over races professing different 
religions should not interfere with them, nor should it act contrary to its own, 
but the conduct of the British Government transgresses both these salu 
principles by continuing religious endowments. Its, therefore, to be hoped that 


the British Government will cease to have any connection with the m ment 
of temples, and will discontinue religious endowments. We entirely dissent, 


says the Arunodaya, from these views. If Government has no right to interfere 
in the religions professed by its subjects, it has clearly no right to take away 
the endowments which religious establishments have enjoyed from time im- 
memorial, and besides the endowments granted for support of establishments 
connected with the Christian religion, and which are maintained in opposition 
to the wishes of the people of India would appear to be an anomaly. We 
earnestly hope that Government will not pay any attention to these insidious 
suggestions of the Dnydnodaya. 


A correspondent of the Din Bandhu (34) of the 6th March says that many 
benefits have accrued from the construction of the 
Draws attention to the Khadakvdslé reservoir near Poona, but unfortunately 
rage. manner there have been many complaints about the distribn- - 
which the overseers in the. ,. rw 
Irrigation Department do tion of water. The overseers of irrigation are not 
their work. above corruption. The farmers have not only to pay 
the water-rate, but have to supply these officials with 
vegetables, grass, milk and curds. The appointment of detectives to see how 
the overseers do their work has often been suggested, but unfortunately no 
attention has been paid to the suggestion. Itis to be hoped that the higher 


authorities in the Irrigation Department will attend to this matter. 


The Mitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 11th em yr in —s 4 * bey 
:; _. report that Government intend to abolish the Edu- 
D5 ape a anal Inspectorships, and to make over their work 
abolish Educational Inspec- to Revenue Officers, expresses its disapproval of the 
torships and to transfer their proposed measure for reasons similar to those advanced 
we woe y the Shubka Suchak (17) of the 27th February, and 
the Gujarat Mitra (50) of the 29th, and noticed at some length in the summary 
for the week ending the 6th March. 


The Bombay Samdchér (51) of the 8th March observes that Sir John 

= Strachey in his speech on the Financial Statement for 

oe Ps abolition of 1880-81, stated that the license-tax is an appro-. 
aga riate impost which should be continued, and some 
other tax should be abolished, should a necessity ever arise for affording relief 
in the existing taxation. - But this observation is not based upon sound premises. 
Although the license-tax is not the most objectionable of all the taxes levied in 
this country, and although there are several taxes equally objectionable, yet it — 
is the latest, and has added to the heavy burden of the taxes imposed previously. 
The Financial Statement shows that, for the year which is about to close, there 
is a surplus of twelve lacs of rupees after meeting all charges, and Sir John has 
noticed this fact with pleasure. His refusal to carry out the intention which he 
expressed in November last to extend the tax to the official and professional 


classes, at the sacrifice of a large amount, shows that though he expresses an 
approval of the tax, yet he actually condemns it, and has, therefore, resolved to © 
keep it within narrow limits. It also brings in its present curtailed shape a small 
income, and has become particularly distasteful to the people in consequence 
of its having been first imposed at a time when the whole count was salfering 
from famine. These facts make it desirable that this tax should be abolish 
at once, and show that it would be a political mistake to continue it any longer. 
(The Akkbdre Sowddgar (53) of the same date, in noticing the memorial of the 
Calcutta Trade’s Association, in which the partial nature of this tax is pointed 
out, observes that the contention. is just, and the impost should be abolished. 
The authorities themselves once itted this defect, and ought to have no 
scruples about removing the unequal burden. Bat if it cannot be abolished, its 
defects should be remedied by imposing it on all classes of the community. ) 
(The Samsher Bahadur (60) of the 5th February, but received on the 8th, and 
the Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 11th, express similar sentiments.) 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdér (51) of the 9th March, after 
expressing gratitude for the extension of the favor to 
Requests the —— = the native press of receiving press-messages at the 
of the Telegraph Rules. reduced rates at which they are supplied to the Anglo- 
| Indian press, observes that under clause 4 of the 
Telegraph Rules second class telegraph offices do not receive press-messages 
after nine P.M., unless a certificate is produced from the civil or the military 
authority of the station, or from the officer who has authority to open a line. 
The telegraph office at Surat has been recently reduced to the second class, and 
consequently, press-messages are not received after that hour without the 
necessary certificate. But the civil authorities are generally absent from the 
place on duty in the district, and the prone authorities live at a long distance 
from the town, and are not likely to trouble themselves about press-messages. 
_ The Press Commissioner is, therefore, requested to get the press exempted from 
_ the rule, and to authorize officers in charge of the telegraph offices to decide 
upon the urgency of a message and to recvive it for the transmission after 9 P.m. 
Em t press-messages alone are offered for despatch after that hour, and 
they will not, therefore, cause appreciable inconvenience to the telegraph 
officer. : 


The Bombay Samdchér (51) of the 10th March, in alluding to the present 
a of one thousand rifles and two mountain guns to the 
; eee en of Hog? ee Raja of Manipore, for services rendered by him in 
— a on aa } * connection with the disturbances created by the 
Nagas, observes that the present of weapons is objec- 
tionable. The late Sher Ali of Cabul and several petty Chiefs on the frontier, to 
whom weapons were given as presents, used them against the donors on the 
breaking out of hostilities, and this ought to warn the British authorities against 
making similar gifts to independent frontier States. There is no certainty 
when these Chiefs will become hostile to the British Government, and the State 
of Manipore being in the neighbourhood of the Naga country, its Raja should 
not have been granted guns and rifles. 


The same of the 11th March, in alluding to the dissolution of Parliament, 
observes that the question whether the English people 

- Obsorvati Gold's admminiat re approve of Lord Beaconsfield’s administration, will be 
as regards India. soon decided. But the people of India have come to 
| the conclusion that His Lordship’s régime has been — 
ruinous to them, and wish for the accession of the Liberal party to power. 
Under his administration a great deal of money has been spent upon useless 
wars, and several distasteful laws were enacted while the country was suffering 
from famine. Since he became Premier, the public expenditure has been 
increased by seventeen krors, and a corresponding increase has been made in 
the revenues. This addition to the burden of taxation is severely felt by poor 
India. There is every probability that this load will increase, if he continues in 


office. The hostilities in ere? have not ceased, and Russia, Persia and 
other countries are already 


ected by them. This has made the people uneasy. 
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The same of the 12th March observes that the bad consequences of the 
onesie as reese: Ryots nen ye are being prpermers. The 
serves Deccan authorities attribu e t poverty of ryots to the 
rtp ge be grt had tyranny of the inotat igtidines, Ted passed this Act to 
money Madore — oivine ae protect them. It was, however, shown that in addi- 
credits to ryots. tion to that cause, the mode of ing and recovering 
the land revenue was defective, and also contri- 

buted to their indigence, but no attention was paid to this observation. ‘The 
reports from the Deccan state that the sowkdrs have ceased to lend money to 
the ryots, who are, therefore, unable to pay the land assessment. The Honour- 


able Mr, Hope and other officers who were instrumental in passing this measure 
should now take action to remove its defects. 


The Rast Goftdr (54) of the 7th March observes that the remark made by 
Sir John Strachey in his speech on the Financial State- 


Comments Sir John ; . 
suadaa’s ety dus co ment for 1880-81, that India has the — | of one 


day enjoying independent p 
ccdoyitne/eadcpoudeeh pulttian that she will one ‘aay get England’s permission for 
existence. “home rule,” and will be an independent power. 
But it is well known that the Mardtha patriots alone 
entertain the hope of their country one day enjoying indepepdent political 
existence, but several Europeans condemn them as disaffected and disloyal to 
the British Government. Sir John wants to throw the entire cost of the Afghan 
war on poor India, and, in order to make good his ome he says that if Indi 
wants to realize the prospect of independent political existence, she should 
pay all her expenses, and should not seek assistance from England. The people 
of india, however, ought not to be dazzled by this bright picture, but should 
remember the replies given formerly by the authorities in connection with this 
subject. India has never as yet asked for ‘“‘ home rule,” and even her prayers 
to grant her less important political rights have not been complied with. It 
was only a fortnight ago that Parliament refused to grant her the right of 
representation in the Legislative Councils: Scarcely a year has passed since 
the native press was made over to the police, and a year and a half since the — 
people of Bombay were deprived of the use of the Town Hall to hold political 
meetings. On these and several other occasions the people were taunted by 
such expressions as the “dependent country,” “the conquered country,” “the 
kind but arbitrary Government,” and were informed that they were not yet fit 
to enjoy the rights of independence for which asked. But the time has 
come to lay before Government this abject dependence of the Indian subjects. 
In showing that the only excuse brought forward by the Finance Minister for 
throwing the entire cost of the Afghan war on India is quite worthless, it should 
be added that India is not so independent of England as to enjoy a separate 
existence, that she does not wish to become independent, and that she will 
derive no benefit from such independence. 


The same, in alluding to the suggestion made by a correspondent of the 
Observes that the Parsis D0mbay Gazette that an address should be presented 
should present an address to by the Parsis to Sir Richard Temple before his 
His Excellency the Governor departure to England, observes that there is little 
before his departure to reason to believe that all classes of the public will 
map. join in such a movement. Though every bady praises 
him for his earnest, enterprizing and industrious character, the public think 
that he has not accomplished any great act which deserves to be remembered 
by the people of this Presidency with gratitude. There are, however, good 
reasons why the Parsis should present him with an address. His Excellency 
has showed them great favor. He remembered that before the last twenty — 
years they enjoyed considerable glory and honor, and that Bombay owes a. 
great deal to them, and he always treated them with regard. He showed a 
desire to know their old history and religion, and never refused to mix with 
them on public and private occasions, and to give them due encouragement by 
his presence. He came up from Poona to take a part in the meeting which was 
convened to raise a memorial to the late Sir Jamsetji Jijibhoy. He paid visits _ 
to the Sir J ji Jijibhoy Parsi Benevolent Institution, the Alexandra Girls 
' School and the Zoroastrian Girls Schools, and gave such valuable advice to the 
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Parsis as to make them wish to preserve his speéches on those occasions in the 
pomeoen form of a book. He gave high posts to the sons of two high Parsi 
amilies. He gave particular encouragement to Parsi authors and appreciated 
the books and periodicals written by them. The Parsis will, it is hoped, be 
glad to express their gratitude to His Excellency not for any political benefit 
conferred by him, but for the kindness shown to them by him as a representa- 
tive of the Empress. (The Indian Spectator (1) of the 7th March expresses 
somewhat similar sentiments. The Yajdén Parast (56) of the 7th, the Akhbdre 
Sowddgar (53) of the 10th, the Bombay Samdchér (51) of the 11th, and the 
Jame Jamsed (52), and the Kdside Mumbai (67) of the 12th praise His 
Excellency for his enterprize, ind and kindness to natives, and hope 
that a suitable address will be presented to him before his departyre.) — 


The same, in noticing the Financial Statement for 1880-81, observes that it 


8S one more instance of the inconsistencies 
P a wy = Sy committed by the Finance Minister. Last year he 
ree drew so fearful a picture of the finances that great 


alarm was created both here andin England. This 
foe he shows that in place of the threatened deficit of twelve lacs there has 
n a surplus of 4% krors, and out of the latter sum eleven lacs will remain 
after defraying the cost of the Afghan war. The question is how has this 
change occurred ina year? The Anglo-Indian press doubt the. correctness 
of the last year’s account, and imagine that the Minister has given this year a — 
bright picture, because he was ashamed of the disappearance of the Famine 
Insurance Fund, the continuance of the license-tax, and the necessity for making 
certain — His hopeful version may be traced to his desire to throw 
the whole cost of the Afghan war on India, and to show that there is no 
necessity for extending the license-tax to the official and professional classes. 


The Satya Mitra (65) of the 7th March observes that a system of worthless 
5 and irreligious education has produced Nihilism and 
Exhorts Government to sjmilar evils in Russia, Germany and France, which 
—_ a Brn threaten the extinction of the Governments of those 
Sa te chadlon eh res countries. In England also there are some persons 
the State. | who entertain opinions similar to those of the Nihilists, 
and their number is increasing rapidly. These Gov- 
ernments are sorry for the sad resylt of the education imparted by them. 
Hence there is a fear that irreligious and scientific education given in India by 
the State to about two millions of boys will produce a similar bad result, and 
the interests of Government and their loyal and religious subjects will suffer. 
It behoves Government, therefore, to take a warning from the results produced 
in other countries, and to adopt measures to prevent a similar evil effect beimg 
produced by the education given in the Indian schools and colleges. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (69) of the 8th March observes that the Financial 
i Statement for 1880-81 shows that there has been an 
ness of the salt duty. “" inerease of two and a quarter krors of rupees in 

1879-80 over and above the revenue for 1878-79. Of 
this amount there is an increase of one kror in the duty levied on salt, and the 
remainder in the income from railways. But it is to be regretted that such an 
indispensable article of consumption as salt is taxed so heavily. The people 
complain that this duty is felt more than the poll-tax of the Emperor 
Aurungzebe, inasmuch as the former is imposed upon all human beings, 
young and old, while the latter was levied only upon persons older than sixteen 
years ofage. Two years ago Government reduced the duty levied on salt in the 
Bengal Presidency, and increased it in this Presidency in order to make the 
rate unjform, But an injustice was done to the latter Presidency by this 
measure. Bengul enjoys the favourable permanent land settlement, which is 


Sonien to Bombay, and the latter should have been allowed to pay a lesser duty 
on salt. 
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' A correspondent of the Subodha Patrik (12) of the 7th March reports that 


| seins Se =". are no lamps in po gee Goalie, 
- wi the Portuguese and Mr. Oliver’s di : 
a of ® and their want is very much felt. The correspondent 
himself was returning on the might of the 5th of 

March from B4ndora, and, owing to darkness, narrowly ing run over 

by carriages, although he was well acquainted with the | . If the Muni- 


cipal authorities cannot afford to erect new lamps, it would be better to remove 
a some of those in the bazar to this place. 
_ @. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, | 
of the Reporter on the Native Press, | 
16th March 1880. zie? 
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NATIVE PAPERS 


For the Week ending 20th March 1880. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


inn 


Names of Newspapers. 


in 


Place of publication. 


Edition. 


wa, 


allege 


2” 


sseesesses s&s 8s sss S 


The Indién 


ENGLIsH. 


Deccan 


ee. weciccésé 


ANGLO-Mara’THI, 


The Indu Prak&sh .............0.....++++- 


Dny&n Prakésh 
brashtra Mitra ....-...c-ssce 
sh ggg ieee 
ee 
Subodha Patrik& ................c000 


> 


; | MARA’ THI. 


N Sindhu . See seer ee ey 
ia tedek...........oe 
aR re panies 
eee 
—— 
Hindu Punch..........00...0-sseeeesees 


. ~.: 


Pandhari Write 
Din Bandhu See SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeesece 
Jalgaon SamSchér geek een sehr 


Sudarshan .........1.0..+-- os ee 


Dayle Botha se 
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Bombay ............ 


BOM DRY 6.00: 00s0008 
Do 


os ggcemgalaa 


Bombay ............ 
Poona......... ‘iain gi 


Wile ois 
Rataégiri ........ 


Shol4pur 
N&sik .......0+ «2... 


Ratnégiri ......... 
TR ccnich ives, 


.| Ahmednagar ...... 


Bomba 


Kolh&pur ......... 


Vv. res 
mh ples 


POOMA.cocccccececces 


ee 


Bombay ...........4 


: 


hg sabacesaaaal 


SPFSSFFs 5 


os 


Pes 


pee 


999s 


: P ys 


& 


ay 4 re “f" 
Nate. \ ie pale 
of Ne ee Et a 


pieeacianl 3 ae — i es 
No. Names of Newspapers. — Place of publication. Edition. 
|  Mara'ra1—continued. — 
40 The Nibandha Mélé eee SPit gS ts 5, ASO sc ancccccsetces Monthly ph 
600 
_ 300 
200 
250 
137 
*49- | ',, Bombay Chronicle...,...... Bombay ............ Do. 200 
GUJARATI. 
60. | The Gujarét Mitra ...........c.ccceseeees. Surat ..........-: iui Weekly...) 400 
51 - i 5 SamAchér...........0<5 eecedse Bombay eecedevccece Daily ee 700 
. 82 - : : Da. . ibe 525 
53 |» «4d «Oh 
é 54 9 Her 1,650 
55 fe oad 225 
56 * aa 500 
57 s is 250 
58 j--,, a oe 
-. §9 “ si 900 
- 60 ‘i 200 
- 61 9 pee 60 
“62 ps , ae 153 
~ 63 = ° ves 00 
4 | -, ; Cit Soa 
-65 “99. 6 ‘es 400 
eT", | ‘Do. Dito a Fee 
- 67 | -,, Késide Menber- peed sboconeequnstcay'( GK AU eiten send Tri-weekly....| - 900 
68 oe Cupar Seapfebar ...............5..] BN bc inew sss pains: Weekly... 500 
69 »  Ny&ya Prakdsh... esassl. Bas. -c00t) epvendios Do. = 600 
*70 » swadesh Mangal ..................00. OS ee Do. se 100 
71 » -Broach Saméchfr....,........2.0«. BM occ acepaews Do, : 700 
#72 gp SPAMMEO hceesis es e5e fava kati biessses I 5 << pica cod dng Do. - 100 
ae 15 I POO, oe. chek he 50.0 Bombay ..........-- Monthly ...|  -400 
74 a | ee eee me > ee aividive Do,~ | - 475 
75 » Ane Dharma Prakésh ...:..;.....| Do, . ....cccc0..: Do, -- ..| ~ 400 
Th pu PEM | cn vyictctnssi deepen ener Do. | siesxctat a 300 
77 a I 3 <5 <<. sods eahGdeseceses:. SE ee pre Do, - : 200 
*78 a RE TE os ecb ncichsies ceeess ee Daily 250 
_.¥*79 agi MAINO ess isivcctigseVtee<0s.00e- Ahmedabad ...... Weekly 100 
Cananese |. 
80 | The Chandrodaya .................+08- eevee Dharwar............ Weekly 200 
Hinpusta’‘nt, | 
81 | Phe‘Kushful Akhbar ..........0ccc0.0000- Bombay ......+.-:.| Do. 175 
82 The Mofarohal Kal idibipsnanepnance Remisiins b+ s Do. hae 300 
{ | | 
 Notes.—The vais notices have been collected under different heads, which are tinted id in italics, 
| The names of N ted italics, and tk iber of th N the list 
of the erates ae Print ‘oe. a pens © ¢ number of the er 2 bog in at the 
- The of the 


sina. 


Ny 


‘marked ° have not given information ; as to the number of copies 
pines cnatiy'an Yotimate hat bets eanllg by the Reporter. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the i4th March, in an article headed “ Stray 

i ne He , thoughts on Lord Lytton’s last speech,” gives a con- 
Rg ag on Lord Lytton’s versation between an imperial apologist and a con- 
stitutionalist. The former observes that India is 

governed on the principle of the great political maxim, “the greatest good of 
the greatest number ” ; that the Indian Government is paternal and does all it 
ean for the dumb millions. The English press takes exception to the figures of 
the new budget, accusing the Indian Government of hypocrisy, subserviency 
and sacrifice of the interests of India, and intelligent Englishmen believe in 
these accusations. But the Conservatives desire to have a fresh lease of power, 
and they can prove by facts and figures that Indian finance is so supple 
and buoyant that the Tinenite Minister can create at his will a huge deficit 
or a fat surplus, and that the most exact scientific frontier has been secured 
on the side of Afghanistan. Public opinion on great questions is generally 
crude, and, therefore, does not deserve to be attended to; and experience 
has taught the Conservatives that in the long run, in India at least, they should 
be guided by their own instincts, and history will do them the justice which 
is now denied to them. To these remarks the constitutionalist replies that 
the natives of India properly cherish noble and legitimate aspirations of getting 
a share in the Government. The last Indian Budget is a piece of brilliant 
illusion and a trick to catch the uninitiated in England. The Indian news- 
papers have already shown that to patch up that important document, the 
opium and the salt surpluses have been arrived at by an artifice, the public 
works accounts have been manipulated, and the Afghan expenses have been 
partly underrated and kept back. The cotton duties have been given up in 
order to secure the votes of the selfish merchants of Manchester on the side of the 
Conservatives at the next elections. The public has been deceived with regard to 
the Famine Insurance Fund, which was to be religiously kept apart, and with 
reference to the income-tax the Government has not acted in a straightforward 
manner. More instances of such juggleries might be adduced.’ Lord Lytton’s 
lanation on these points was unsatisfactory, and the people have no more 
belief in the sincerity of his utterances. The charge against the present. Govern- 
ment of India is that it is daily growing insincere, losing its reputation for 
integrity, abandoning all constitutional safeguards, and recklessly sacrificing the 
Indian interests to the behests of the imperial autocrats in Downing Street. 
Lord Lytton, the ge te disciple of Lord Beaconsfield, cannot become the 
regenerator of India. He averred in taking the usual declaration of office that he 
would govern India for India’s good. But His Lordship has not kept his word. 
He has broken it by passing the Vernacular Press Act and the License-tax Act, 
by the repeal of the cotton duties, and by the unjustifiable diversion of the 
famine fund, and by its application to a purpose the most inhuman and bloody— 
the purpose of robbing a weak neighbour of his rocky dominions, and of 
hanging his subjects as traitors for defending their hearths and homes. All this 
history will record in black letters. : | 


The same observes that when the Bill for amending the Vernecular Press 

Act was under discussion in the Viceregal Legislative 

Condemns the Vernacular (oyncil, one of the Councillors observed that the Act 
rem ae had produced wholesome effect. But the fact is 
otherwise, It is true that the Surat prosecutions, the Afghan war, and the 
famine policy of Government have been noticed by the vernacular press in 
measured and temperate language. But this change is not salutary. It is 
false to assert that the Act has reclaimed the native press from chronic sedition, 
and won it over to loyalty. The spirit of the Act and policy pursued by 
Government in enforcing its provisions, were of such a nature as to impress 
upon the minds of the native writers that Government would not brook criti- 
cism and would resent censure. The consequence was that the vernacular 
press wrote not in the language of tempered but of suppressed passion. The 
Act has only succeeded in suppressing freedom of speech and open discussion 
of the important questions of the day. The most flagrant instances of injustice, 
oppression and tyranny on the part of individual officers were in several 
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instances overlooked, nay purposely held back by the native press. But for the 
passing of the Press Act the Surat riots would never have occurred. The 
arrangements for what was to prove an abortive ee were smelt by the Surat 
Editors. long before they were completed, but they. dare not allude to the 
coming storm, lest the police might call upon them. instantly for proofs. The 
Act is a dead-letter in reality, and exists only in name. In the beginning one 
vernacular newspaper was arraigned under it, since which no other paper has 
been: found to bea defaulter: To have such an obnoxious Act on the statute- 
book, without a reasonable chance of its operation, is discreditable to those who 


es with the work of passing laws, and intensely annoying to the 
public. 


The Indu Prakash (3) of the 15th March, in a leading article, alludes to the 
| _ departure of Sir Richard Temple, and says that if he 
7 besa “y Naat uot ‘is “’ is elected to Parliament, his opinions on Indian ques- 
st tt tion will ca t weight in that bly, but it i 
ministration. ry great welg at assembly, bu S 
| doubtful whether they will be beneficial to India. 
Sir Richard Temple possessed many of the highest and best qualities which are 
required in a successful Indian statesman, and he was eminently capable of 
conferring signal benefits on the inhabitants of this Presidency, but unfortu- 
nately, owing to certain fatal defects, he did not do anything calculated to earn 
the  derepey of natives. The reports which he made to his superiors during 
the fearful crisis of the famine are admirable in a literary point of view, but they 
Jack one virtue essential to such compositions, utindty, Ghat they did not present - 
with truthfulness the real state of affairs. When a terrible famine raged in Lower 
Bengal, Sir Richard Temple spent the public money lavishly, in order to give 
relief, but when a similar calamity visited this province, he changed his tactics. 
Whatever may be the true reason for this strange behaviour, it is pretty clear 
that his conduct on these occasions was guided with a view to please the powers 
that be. We do not know, says the Indu Prakdsh, how to characterise Sir 
‘Richard Temple’s policy of exacting the land revenue, when the agriculturists 
were suffering from severe distress. He was particularly instrumental in 
introducing oppressive clauses into the Irrigation Bill, but fortunately they have 
been disallowed by the Secretary of State. His interference in educational 
matters has not been productive of much good. He showed a desire to advance 
the interests of the graduates of the Bombay University, but he offered them 
appointments of Rs. 35 only, and hence this offer has not been availed of to any © 
large extent. Notwithstanding the orders of the Secretary of State that 
appointments of Rs. 200 and upwards, with certain exceptions, were to be 
conferred in increasing number on natives, he made various nominations in 
direct opposition to them. The Parsis are the only people of the subject 
community who have benefited by his rule. He conferred high appointments 
on some of them irrespective of their qualifications and in defiance of rules 
passed by his own Government. Upon the whole he did not do anything which 
is likely to be remembered by Mahomedans and Hindus. He showed an — 
aversion to Bréhmans. When the dacoities were prevailing last year, he sent a 
tel to the Secretary of State,.in which he expressed a doubt about their 
loyalty, and thas did them an irreparable injury. His administration has not 
been successful, and he has done nothing to deserve an address or a statue. . 


The Wative Opinion (4) of the 14th March in a leading article gives a 
-___- gneeint account of the career of Sir Richard Temple 
MB cy mn remarks on Sir before his appointment to the Governorship of Bombay, 
— and after enumerating the various acts of his adminis- 
tration in this Presidency, most of which are alluded to in depreciatory terms, 
_ observes that during his thirty-two years of service, it is extremely doubtful 
whether he did anything to benefit the natives of the country or the Govern- 
ment which he served. He did not possess any of the qualities which are 
found in great statesmen. His ways of managing affairs were somewhat 
theatrical, and his principal aim was to obtain the approbation of his superiors. — 
To vote an address to such an individual or to erect a memorial in his onour 
are objects of questionable utility, It is to be hoped that he will not find 
many Miitators among the official hierarchy, se di 
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The Poona Herald (11) of the 25th February in its local news states that 
the two clerks in the Money Order Office in Poona 


a payments on account of money orders are kept un- 
eee necessarily waiting for ref or three souk In 
Bombay when the money order business was transferred to the Post Office 
authorities, eleven new hands were employed, but not a single addition has 
been made to the establishment of the Poona Post Office, although the work 
there has considerably increased. It is to be hoped that the Post Master 
General will take immediate measures to increase the strength of the establish- 
ment of the head Post Office in Poona. 


The Subodha Patrika (12) of the 14th March alludes to the sudden depar- 
Nang aga = ture tea Sir yy Temple, and says that, after hold- 
- -q ing almost all the important posts in the Empire, he 
porch mga — isnow directing his efforts to the citiinmtak of the 
Viceroyalty of India. Sir Richard Temple 
immense.activity and energy, and these qualities were eminently useful to the 
Government of India in the present crisis in Afghanistan, but unfortunately the 
inhabitants of this Presidency have been no gainers. We are deeply indebted 
to him, says the Patrtka, for the interest which he took in educational affairs, 
and particularly for the opening of the agricultural classes and for the 
encouragement which he afforded to the study of the sciences generally, but 
when we have said this much we have exhausted all that can be said im his 
favor. He did incalculable mischief to the people committed to his care. In 
the Surat riots, in the imposition of the license-tax, in his nominations to the 
Legislative Council, in refusing to give an increased number of appointments to 
natives as promised by the Government of India, and in other cognate matters 
his policy was detrimental to the best interests of the country. The wretched 
ooallilies of the agricultural population of the Deccan is to 4 certain extent 
attributable to the severe measures which he adopted for the recovery of the 
land revenue. With reference to the meeting which was recently held to vote 
an address and to erect a statue to him, the Patrika observes that if the Parsis, 
who have been particularly favored by Sir Richard Temple, had alone attended, 
there would have been no ground for complaint, but it is surprising that Hindus 
should have been present on the occasion. It is clear that an Indian adminis- 
trator can easily get an address, whatever may be his conduct or the tendency 
of his official acts ; provided he succeeds in conciliating the Parsis. 


The Nasik Writia (21) of the 13th March says that although seven months 
have elapsed since Act XII. of 1879 relating to the 
Civil Procedure Code was passed, yet no translation 
of it into the vernacular has been published. This 
delay has caused and is causing immense inconvenience 
to those Sub-Judges, practitioners and others who are 
unacquainted with the English language. Govern- 
ment employs a large staff of translators to translate legislative enactments, 
and it is, therefore, strange that so much dilatoriness should be shown in doing 
a work which is of the greatest importance to the public. There are many 
Mardthi-speaking people who are ignorant of English, and it is, therefore, to be 
hoped that Government will order the Translation Department to observe due 
diligence in getting through the translations. 


A correspondent of the Satya Shodhak (23) of the 14th March says that the 

__. public generally has derived much benefit by the 

Complains ofacertainorder construction of a metalled road between the vineg 
enely 


av oe bee issued by . Mirya and the town of Ratn4giri, but unfo 
+ an ay estes e 


people have been subjected to much unnecessary 
annoyance by the engineering authorities, who have 

ordered all cattle which may be found loitering on this road to be impounded. 
There is hardly a man in Mirya who does not own cattle, and, besides, the use 
+ under any circumstances, as the cattle have to 


of this road cannot be avoid 


‘’ 


pre 


~~ 


g 


pass and re-pass it when-they are let loose to graze or drink water. Under 
these circumstances the order in question inflicts much useless loss of money on 
the owners. Itis to be hoped that the -anthorities concerned will cancel it 
without delay. ) 


A correspondent of the Jalgaon Samdchdr (35) of the 14th March says that 
= a te Glenel pau one pr pecan "7. with 
ing in legal possession of opium, Mr. Pollen, the 
i istrate, stated in his judgment that Police 
Naik Itbar gave false evidence and pursuaded 
other witnesses to do the same. Upon this it was 
stated that he was transferred to Dhulia, but it is now given out that he is to 
remain in his former post. The police have frequent opportunities to do harm 
to the people ; it is, therefore, undesirable to retain men like Itbarkhan in 
responsible pas and in localities where their conduct has been called in 
uestion. It is to be hoped that the District Magistrate of Khandesh and the 
olice Commissioner will peryse Mr. Pollen’s judgment, and take such action 
ns may be necessary or desirable. 


The Bombay Chronicle — of ce 4th March observes that though the 

; ple are suffering in consequence of an increase in 
Pcie yg ey Soe ness of ve duty on salt, yet His Excellency the Viceroy and 
the salt-duty. gd the Finance Minister have recently stated that the 
people do not appear to be dissatisfied with that in- 

grease, and that the consumption of that article has actually increased since the 
augmentation of the duty in question. These assertions are simply misrepre- 
 sentations of the opinions of the dumb millions of India. This misinterpreta- 
tion has been purposely made to silence the good English public, who pity the 
people of India for the suffering which is caused by ‘the high price of one of the 
first necessaries of life. Government, however, have suceeeded in their object, 
since the people do not know their own rights, and do not inform the autho- 
rities of their grievances, and content themselves by grumbling merely. The 
Chronicle then severely censures the rich for not bringing the grievances of 
their poor brethren to the notice of Government aa te failing to obtain 


The Gujardt Mitra (50) of the 14th March, in alluding to the address voted 
a to Sir Richard Temple at the public meeting held in 
Tomple "Sid aot deserve a ‘Le Town Hall of Bombay on Friday last, observes 
public address or astetue, that 1t appears thata fund will be raised to perpetuate 
| his memory in this Presidency. His Excellency took 
great interest in the spread of education and deserved an address from the 
Bombay University. He did not, however, perform any meritorious act which 
was worth recognition by the public. He spent most of his time in visiting the 
different parts of this * ad) and left his Councillors to carry on the 
administration in his absence. He sometimes joined in public and private 
meetings, made long speeches, and raised great hopes, a few of which | have 
been fufilled. It is true that he did not offend any one, but this of itself 
does not entitle him to a public address, Those whom he has laid under 
obligations may present him a testimonial, but the public has nothing to do 
with it. It is to be regretted that now-a-days the rich people of Bombay 
present addresses and raise statues indiscriminately, but very few persons 
indeed will approve of the proposal to raise a statue to the retiring Governor. 
(The A’rya Mitra (57) of the same date, and the Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad 
of the 18th March, make similar observations.) 


A correspondent of the same of the 14th Mareh complains that he and four 
other gentlemen of Broach were summoned on the 8th 

Says that the Assessors jnstant to serve as Assessors in the Sessions Court of 
ph cg ae ap gon J wait- that station. They accordingly went to the court- 
— ons at house, but learnt, after waiting for a long time, that 
: no court was to be held that day. He therefore prays 

the Sessions Judge to make such arrangements in future as would save them 
from heing uselessly made to wait in the court-house when the court was not 
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to be held. In alluding to this complaint, the Mitra observes that Mr. Birdwood 
is a courteous gentleman, and seldom allows similar inconvenience to be felt by 
the Assessors of Surat, and it is to be hoped that he will in future give no cause 
of complaint to those of Broach. The Mitra descants upon the sacred and 
disinterested nature of the duties performed by Assessors, and hopes that all 
Judges will show due courtesy to them. | ; 


The Bombay Samachér 4a) ) bf 9g ages March or bserves os __ already 

sta iat the new Abkdri Act made coun 
he Abhi noe © spirits and toddy dearer in Gujarét than they vas 
) _ before. Several persons will approve of this, for the 
reason that the use of intoxicating drinks produces harm; but the system of 


disposing of by auction the exclusive right to sell the spirits encou their 
extensive use, and, consequently, the enhancement in their price is disadvan- 
tageous. In all places in Gujarat contracts are given every year to persons who 
bind themselves to remove from the Government distilleries the largest number 
of gallons per day, after payment of the fee of one rupee per gallon. The 
consequence is that in every Zilla a larger quantity of spirits is distilled than 
that manufactured in previous years, and yet they are sold dear, in consequence 
of the heavy duty imposed on them by Government. Though the income from 
the increase made in the duty is not , yet the consumers are dissatisfied 
with the heavy price they are obliged to pay. It is, therefore, to be hoped that 
Government be enough to repeal the Act in question. 


The Jame Jamsed (52) of the 17th March, in alluding to the statement made 
sara .. ;, Dy Sir John Strachey on the introduction of the last 
Ps duty 5 inancial Statement, that notwithstanding a reduction 
in the duty on salt, salt shows large increase of 
revenue and consumption, observes that of late the people pay more attention 
to political and financial matters than they did before, and consequently 
Government ought to show due regard for public opinion. Though the duty | 
on salt was reduced in Bengal, it was increased in Bombay and in the rest of 
India. This increase has effected a corresponding addition to the revenue, but 
has inflicted considerable distress on the people, who cannot do without using 
more or less of this indispensable article of human use. The people, therefore, 
say that the satisfactory condition of the finances should have induced the 
Minister to make a reduction in this duty. It-is to be regretted that he has not 
done so, but has expressed his sorrow that he could not abolish the cotton 
duties. This conduct of Sir John Strachey has given dissatisfaction to the 
public ; and in order that this dissatisfaction may not increase, it is necessary 
that he should at the earliest opportunity announce that the duty on salt will 
be lessened on the first occasion. The people also censure the leaders of society 
for not making a due representation to Government on this subject. 


The Akkbdre Sowddgar (58) of the 16th March observes that at the dis- 
cussion in the Viceregal Legislative Council on the 

Disapproves of the alleged Registration Bill, the Honourable Mr. oy 2 ap 
evied upon 


a. 9. hd — 4 cmp bc to say that one per cent. duty should be 


articles of export and i all articles of import or export. But this proposal, 
. econ te if adopted, se yo. Sax dl to the English 
merchants who import largely to this country, and inasmuch as all English 
goods already pay a duty of more than one percent. It would, however, be 
injurious to the interests of the exporters of Indian goods, since no article of 
_export, except rice, pays any duty. Even one per cent. will be a great burden 
on the trade in its present depressed condition, and cannot be said to be _neces- 
sary). as it will realize very little, and the finances are already in a satisfactory 
condition. | | : 


The Rast Goftér (54) of the 14th March, in alluding to the public meeting 
held recently in the ‘'own Hall in honour of Sir 

Observes that Sir Richard Richard Temple, observes that His Excellency deserved 
zemele donewed ecg an address but not a statue. Some leaders of society 
pe al — oe assert that he deserved no honour at all, but the Rast 
Goftér differs from them. Compared to some of the - 
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former Governors of Bombay to whom honour was done by the people on the 
occasion of their departure, Sir Richard had better claims.. It is quite an 
independent question whether he did all that was expected ofhim. But at any 
sate Iie oameaned qualifications to fulfil the expectations and they ought to 
receive due recognition. He mixed freely with the people on public and 
rivate oceasions. He spoke to the edueated natives in sweet and courteous 
. In connection with the Poona fires and the Deccan dacoities, be 
committed an error in suspecting the loyalty of the educated young men, but 
he soon found out his mistake and made reparations accordingly. He acted 
wilfully in several matters, but it ought to be remembered that he was servi 
an Imperialistic Government, whose wilfulness is growing day by day. He was 
not indolent, nor did he give himself up to pleasure. He did not leave every thing 
to his Secretaries or Councillors. He went into every question himself and form- 
ed his own opinions. This led him sometimes to commit acts which were bene- 


ficial and disadvantageous at the same time. For instance, the Forest Conser- 


vancy Act, which, though disadvantageous to the agricultural classes, is benefi- | 


cial to the country. Instead of merely recording approval of reports submitted 
by Government officials, he criticised them. “The Hédst Goftér alludes in the 
same strain to His Excelleney’s services in connection with the construction of 
the railway on the frontier, and observes that he undoubtedly deserved a 
valedictory address. But he did nothing to entitle him to a statue, which his 
friends and admirers have voted for him. The honour of a statue is deserved by 
great warriors or great benefactors of mankind. ‘Sir Richard did not do more 
than use sweet language. He did not confer any ent benefits on the 
country, nor did he na, a beneficial policy, nor did he concede to the people 

hy important right. the other hand he did some injury, which will be 
bitterly remembered. (The Loka Mitra (58) of the 14th March, the Bombay 
Samdchér (51) of the 16th, and the Deshi Mitra (59) of the 18th, express similar 
sentiments. ) 


The same, in alluding to the candidature of Mr. Gladstone, the son of the 


ae late am mee gy ayn hat a ee 
' |, Makes remarks in connec- in Parliament, hopes that Sir Ric emple ma 
in ne aga nof Bast ot be successful. a has gone over to the pean 

vatives who have involved England and India in 
fearful entanglements and troubles, and hence a real well-wisher of India will 
not desire Sir Richard Temple’s success. The late Premier has, during the last 
decade, rendered important services to India, and, therefore, any native of 
Bombay who would wish for the defeat of his son will be ungrateful to him as 
well as to the other leaders of the Liberal party, and he will be an ill-wisher of 
his own country. | 


The Yajdén Parast (56) of the 14th March, and the Broach Samdchér (71) 

of the 11th and the 18th are glad that the people of 

neces Sood, <b Riiont Bombay voted an — and a statue to Sir a 
Temple deserved the a4 Temple before his departure. These papers briefly 
mech?) sar hig hy he enumerate the services rendered by His Excellency to 


of Sir Richard’s administration, .and are glad that due honour was shown him 
by the public of Bombay.) | | | 
Municipalities, 


A correspondent of the A’rya Warta (38) of the 13th March says that the 
" ee of ahs town of Amalner in the Khandesh 


x Gimplsine ofthe filthy con- Collectorate has been so much neglected that it has 


begun to affent: injetuses the health of the inhabi- 
we 


tants. The water of the also has become so bad that it cannot be used 


with safety for human consumption. It is to be hoped that the Chairman of 
4nP20—4 [851] | : . 


this Presidency, and observe that the honour done 
him was quite deserved. (The Bombay Chronicle (49) of the 14th, and the Surya. 
Prakash (47) of the 20th, enumerate at some length the different beneficial acts 
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the Municipality will attend to this matter, and soo. that the filthy water of. the 
to 


town is ¢ pretty far away, and that the people are not allowed 
commit nuisances wherever they like. : | 


The Bombay Chronicle (49) of the 14th March, in alluding to the reply 


given by the Municipal Commissioner of Bembay to 
Makes suggestions to the the enquiries ala Oy eles Town Councillors 2 to 


phic og cb Fagan why the people are made to suffer t inconvenience 


and consequently the sup 


— wr mae supply de nisi Recor observes 
t he merely replied that ipes frequently break, 
ply could not be continuous. But how is it that the 

A commission of rupees forty thousand was paid to 


bay. 


pipes burst so yore | 
a gentleman in ) 
they were shipped to India. An Engineer on large pay with several assist- 
ants on oxitable salaries were ney to examine the a agus and to lay 
them down properly. And yet they give way frequently, and cause great in- 
convenience to the public. It behoves the Town Council, therefore, to examine 
this matter closely. (The Rést Goftér (54), the Loka Mitra (58), and the Yajdén 
Parast (56) of the same date make somewhat similar observations.) : 


The Gujardé Mitra (50) of the 14th March observes that there is only one 

| a ne dene ce eee 

Makes some suggestions to ceive the Munici uty on goods. He remains at 
ee ae post from 6 mer a.m. and from 2 p.m. till even- 
ing. But in his absence from 11 to 2 the dealers who bring their goods from 


the railway station have to wait till he comes, and are put to great expense in 


the shape of cart-hire. He must have some time to go home and take his 
meals ; but for that reason the dealers ought not to be put to an 
ence, and the same ought to be removed by appointing another 


kun to act 


in his absence. The scavenging department is under the charge of the Muni- 


cipal , but the town is not kept clean. In several streets heaps of 
sweepings and pools of dirty water are to be found. It will be better if this 
department is made over to the Sanitary Inspector, who is the proper person 
to superintend it. : 


The Nydya Prakdsh (69) of the 15th March states that owners of carriages 

. and cattle in Surat store more grass in their houses or 

Requests the Municipality in some neighbouring buildings than is allowed by 

of Surat not to allow grass the Municipal rules. These persons ought to be 
and other inflammable sub- 

stances to be stored in great Compelled to remove the stores. Shop-keepers 

quantities. dealing in kerosine oil, matches and other inflam- 


mable substances should not also be permitted to hold 


large stocks, as fires dies paged occur from these articles. The attention of the 


to this subject. 


Municipality is requ 
Railways. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 14th March in one of its leading articles gives 

| the substance of the petition which has been presented 
Makes observations in con- to Government by the laborers employed on the 
nection with a certain peti! G_J.P. Railway workshops at Parel, and K ce that 
on the Ealieag Workskoes if a Bill is shortly to be enacted for restricting the 
at Parel. working hours in cotton mills and factories, there is 


no reason why the same restriction should not be | 
made applicable to railway workshops. If the allegations contained in the — 


petition referred to be true, there can be no doubt that the conduct of the. 
authorities of the railway in question has been cruel towards their workmen. 
It is to be hoped that the provisions of the new Factory Act will be extended 
to these workshops. The Honourable Mr. ae Boge Eh one Soe are bent 
upon ruining the rising cotton industry o | it 
ha turn their attention to the alleviation of the sufferings of this 


class of 


to examine and see that the pipes were all right before ~ 


imconveni- 


> ee 


cs 


Sel} 
tie 


a 
is 
aot 


we es oT 
ee pees, 
a 


ata” 
Pits 


Met 


Sty 


Sa S e 


ene 
Ba he 


¥ 


fie 


tea bs 


nget: 


tition! 4 aed 
al. OEE Oe. 


A : , st 


ue 


K% Sad Hie 


ab” 


ew 


ed 


7 


‘ 


‘ 
Ff 
4 
: 
a: 
% 


“ 


gu ais 


» o 4 
4 at th AMG Bahn es 
i Up 


* 


= 2 


yee 


=> 


ce eal: 
yas 
aie a 4 
SOF Ge 


Me 


is 


‘ 


2 ae . 
3 Bie i: 


Ld 
iF 


ig: OE a 


4 Be er a vi J 
yn ee nee : 


2 | t, 


. 
. 


eeeeoeéseees 


S8Ceecces se 
@ee222866e 84 


as 
Seseevecs 

died 

ers 


@. 


aoe 


a 


ore 


aeeeces 


te 


ne 


> 


eee 6060600066666 
Mb ng 


Se Ceeeneee 


Lweeee 


eaeetOtecae 
@eeeseecee vec 
e440 eet ecees 
S62ceveeseee 


a 


ebeestece 
‘eeecoest eeeceses 
eseeeeseoseceeoes 
@eeeceeeeacoeescea} 
@eeees seu eeeeo sé 
iy sees seceeoeees 
*@@eaecaeeaeee ees 
2eeseese8eeceeeeaee 

, Secececes 


7 ae | 
im, OP SpN eae 


 , 


=... 
a 
bial 


eee 


%. ‘ 
@seee 
oa 
see 


al 


$é26reeesoeoeuessoeesoseee 


poeneceetecesecs 


+ 
<8 


: 


see3<s+tes 
= 


eessceed 


 ptptsteeseesesesennes 


« 


POSSE SSC ES SSSSSSESSTSCSESG eee 


anece 


deecee 


@eetéeeuetecoe 


SOS eee tOSeeeseeesaeeeseeee 
*.. 


eeece 


= 
ws 
Z 
” 


ese 
eese 


‘ ’ 
> 
eestoeeoeoeseeeeaeee 

303 
@eeeeesececeseces 

Seeeceeeeeseecsces 
- ; * 
y ¥ 


$SSsecececeeéedcseoe 


* 


_@ 22 S@eeseesesaseeecaveeeece 


eeeeeeecen eee ee eesee 


whee SNe ccececccccccencceve 


ee 


* 
ee eee e6 
. 
- 


S06 Sec eceeeeneseses 
62 es 


- 


eeeseeeeeuae ®eeeeeeane ese 


Peceeeawe Ceeeeecesss 
gereese 
eeeceve 


seaedees 
. 


oN 


Pra 


b 


TT TETIOCTESRLELETLrT Tai 
~TerrTrerTIiTrererii+ritile 


> 


S@Soeseeeeese eesvusseteesee 
SSeeseseseeeseeseseoesece 
SECS OT oon FHSS SEe Ges 


peeseee 


< 


* @@@e eee ee eee eeeovesetdece 


See ees oOo Seeeeve Ceasers 


¥ 


SO e sa cesh ce sessecbseodececes 


aibhaw 


‘wae eeaeeee 


eee 
* 


Sees Ceveeesseecoetoaseoeosewse so 
eeseee00 


SPSSeeeSe cance ce eeSseeeesseeeeses 


ch W 


SeeeeeeSeSeectc ease €066698646263868 


bee 


‘ 4 


seeces 


a ae eae s ‘ “24 . tacts Av iy ~ 


sis TES EM Bik oe 


ji 


RRR ARRRRARRA RR 


» ~ 


Ae a ——" 
Bet AN SS 
‘ : * } « ‘ r 


bee 
pity 


i ” F Me ‘ 4 , Re 

es bi fy Abs Z : : . 3 : . a ‘ , 
fefie aus ? Pa. $ iF : . ; 3 ad ‘ Sica in ‘we ' . Aisee BT Rage 
res me eg 4 J , t% 


ers 


Se ea 


ay ef 
kd eae 


oh. gala 


Beagheyesyetnseebaces 


Pe ee 


ep tab gree Reh bulge ote 2 


~ 
* 
>. 


pe eesssccnvesecececes 


sennstepeecegersenseses- 


P 


« aoe 2 cap 2s J 2 = = 4 s 
“Sp seeseecscesooees 
: a ee ‘is hte * z, s a ae | ~ tod 


Se socesecseS eee eteccs 


@SeeSesescasenessesesseeesee 
Sebeesecceseseesesseseseeses 


SSeoeeceseosecesecescese 


erit.. teen See eTT TT ire 


See egeer res ec eeegersepn sees * 


SOPH REO OROROO LADD DOS 2 


* 


. 


o* SES SECASARSOOAS®A 


econ adpercoonaceraces 
" 
+ Sends feborsesesees]. 


eg ee 


PT STL ETE Lott ke ee 
_ — al , ‘ : x a 
- £8 09800 Coben dae 89S eS 0002 06, 


» 


HORT THA HOEK Sere geesepesceccesest. 
- 


see Sem eet eg erees eee 


et Le! gg gaa te 4 So ttt 
Pesdavegeces-teeceso-. 


Suseseesneeessis creep sejes:s0s: 


r ‘ me 


Beers 0Oe senses eeee- 


Pas 
ete dys x « Tt 


ee et ee ee 


J a ss + & 
Seeee ee Cet eeeesceeSGonastee 
*. >* * : ie has + & 2 o 
See®ese cece S C6HCe ee Pete etece 
- . ~~ . > 
SeQeePeSeeeeseeseee OCC ees 
sa : * 
SOSCOSSSHRSSSSERO CELE SE SESE? 
ah Kc Re F . < 


23°86 Sen 
Woe voveneeerecesesesoocses- 


ao * 


Peeccreees 


ef 


| = 
3 ‘ “ . ae : ete Pe 4 +R Sy oe . P 
Sewer esse nedaseevessssenest, 


‘Bombay ........,... 


“‘weeeesccsces 


> 4 


+ 


eteeceecsece 


“es eeeee, 


« 
Seeeseseceee 


setezereces: 


- 
? 


Do. 
Da. “patde oh coerced 
Do. 


> 


eee il iia Fi 
Cee cgecedvee 


Surat ceic stickied 


eeesen @3* 


yea 


eseecese et 
ecqcegbnbad eee 
Broach _ aeobidesbact 
, sewovcggessessel 


Bombay .........5:% 


; ©6222. cee O2 @; 


wee 


eesemve2segee2seoee 


Surat chtseesssteeees 


, 


2 Pe et®OSeSSaeae 


eee | 


. 


e@ee@eee 


t Fa + 
eetfite 
eepeeeeee tes 


> 


“] = 
= * ai ~~ a @ * - 
® ~~ 2. & + ee Ste +e. « - *-* * * @ » «# . 
* we 
. 4 
- ‘=? » *8e -* . < ~ 
ir 
2 * 
af 
Pe reeeeregeosccesses cotenceeeces 
oe WE ae tT 7 "% . Te : 
[eee SS ¥e é E ats a % ' 


oe 


FF 


, 


FPYPFPF 


: 


ee @' 


a er oe, RS he 2 oe Be > et ane” 3 i, Py ein ath Pa 
ee # ee oh > bs ao Re 5 & sa ee & 3 ee : ao . 
eae pith Pig Opes . (er ee 
3 . be Fin 
; ; % 
tt 4 


s the Specator, that this grant was made with the object of 
co whom Sir Richard Temple had not hitherto gi vod. The fac 
other way. The. late Governor took genuine interest in the 
Mussalman subjects, whom he . was anz 
poverty. We aa the Mahomedans feel encourag 

pathy, and so 8s Mae eek with seal a T 
ihe ae lil-to-do portion of their Bes aap to rally alle 
oot to contribute towards the raising of a ‘pehionel fund sueb. a8 might re remove 


under "Sebcaoien sary There will be no difficu ding a Maho 
medan staff for such a school. With the Government grant at their command, 
and with additional collections from their own community, the Mahomedans, a 


uarter of a century hence, may be able to supply @ more useful 
Donnell than the Honourable Syed Edroas. 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the. 22nd March, in its principal. leader repeats 
mee arguments which have. = bequantly 
pauePerer™ of the 2 - on the eubject of the abolition of the import duty on 
pots goods, and. after giving the substance of some 
of the chief provisions of the Factory Bill as amended by the Select Committee 
of the Supreme Legislative Council, observes that it ah with the owners of 
mills or factories to prove. that the labourers employed therein are within the 
limits of the age allowed by law. This is not right. It would be much better 
if the Gocccimaet Paaaeieee of poring were ae armed with.so much power 
as is assigned to them under this Bill. n the whole although we cannot, 
says the Indu Prakdsh, assert that this ai is altogether bad, re there can be 
no doubt that it is not required by the necessities ral India. Itis being enacted 
at the suggestion of the merchants of Manchester, and it will infallibly do harm 
to. the rising industries of India. We do earnestly hope that Government will 
still retrace its steps and abandon this Bull. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 21st March, in a leading ‘kite makes quota- 
pas tions from Dr. Hunter's speeches on Indian Finance 
Says that the burden of delivered at Edinburgh, and observes that since the 


taxation should be lightenéd 
and encouragement should be Indian Government performs so many: duties’ here 


iven to the various indus- whieh are elsewhere done by other agency, the masses 
s of India, have yery few sources of employment left to them. 
For instance Government is the sole proprietor of land 
as well as the only 5 or in India. ‘All railways belong to Government. 
The supplies of the Indian army are manufactured and provided solely by 
Government agency. Under these circumstances how are'the people to-support 
themselves and pay the paged ? : The present! policy of Government will ylti- 
mately prove disastrous to the governors and the gorerne. If the tax-paying 
community is utterly without means, how will Governmer 
‘its revenue? Every effort should made to. reduce taxation, and din utmost 


eet dame should he afforded to the cultivation at the various industries 
of India. 


The Suryodaya (6) of the debi o in ae esis: antide th oF tho A it is 
‘ei now itively settled that the cost of 4 Afghan 
dling Pear = rage pet war is to be met orp the » Indian reasury. Owing to| 
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earn pra ag Up to this time we were of opinion, says the Sus odaya 
that Parliament would do justice to India ; but she is ill-fated and is not ‘ 
to receive fair treatment. We earnestly ‘hope that our benevolent rolers will 
do sumething to reduce the present heary burden of taxation. ) : 


The Arusodaya (18) of the 21st March, in a le article says that Sir 
, Richard Temple received no end of praise and aban- 
Makes " sen ley his ‘dance of testimonials'on his departure from Bombay. 
i a APY Sig Most of the leading Europeans joined in the ovation . 
| and there- were also some natives among them, but 
strange to say, no one mentioned any mags act of Sir Richard Temple’ 8 
administration as d of commen: He Immense activity 
and energy, and these qualities would have sande him an excellent police officer 
or engineer, but they did not make him a good Governor. The governor of - 
es ben cy is like a king, and consequently the happiness or misery of his’ 
peassigene depends entirely upon his whims or fancies. Sir Richard Temple ruled 
over the Presid of Bombay for three years, and during that period he won 
the approbation of his superiors by the masterly manner in whieh he fitted out 
the expedition to Malta and the marvellous celerity with whieh he pushed on 
the construction of the railway to Kandahar. But what did he do for the bene- 
fit of the people committed to his care? asks the Arunodaya. He passed many 
Jaws, but would any one contend that they were honehein! to the community at 
large? He delivered elaborate harangues and eulogised the natives, but did he 
promote a single native to a post which had been held by a European? He 
manifested immense interest in the spread of education, but did he increase by 
ever so small an amount the sum of money which is set aside by Government 
a educational purposes? If these questions are carefully considered, could 

of them be answered in the affirmative ? Bs defiance of all experience, he 

de iberately said that half a seer. of rice per was sufficient to maintain a 

human being, and the adoption of this poliey fe during the famine crisis to the 

destruction of innumerable lives. Besides, the very severe laws which were 

during Sir Richard Temple’s régime on the subject of the salt revenue 

and those relating to forests, resulted in a large number of persons being thrown — 
out of employment, who are in a state of terrible anxiety for th their future. His 

educational measures were somewhat retro Formerly graduates as such 
were eligible to Md4mlatd4rships, but now they have to commence on Rs. 30 per 

mensem. If those who joined in lauding Sir Richard Temple did so with a full 

know! of all the facts which have bets mentioned, there is nothing to be — 
‘said. Indi nate laudation of Government officials is an ordinary occurrence, 


and the demonstrations which were made on Sir Richard Temple's departure | 
were in no way an exception to this rule, 


The Shiwdjt (27) of the 19th March, in @ lending art article says ‘among other 
7 that Sir Richard Temple was a g writer 
| PP Temple ond Sir and a sweet talker. He used oftedi 66 wake statements 
administration. —_ a opposition to his real views, and nevet had a ‘Bie, 
oitteied opinion of his own on = thes yect. “His 

great obj obj ect was to cheaie 4 +h ap hrohalian of his superi e@ is ee ected 
arliament, it is doubtful sthather his opinions will carry any v ; bat’ 
past be any guide to the future, it is | | that his c¢ 
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achec if by cha Siar mecomet Geo a i 
ce, al officers of the Public Works ey ke gare alle ts 
woes or onl upon the pension list and made a burden upo m the 
Again, the Bill introduced by the Home Government for 
the’ ce dria of the Governor General, Members of Council, Governors [ 
Soca meade Sager ype gosta cade g cath of the 
State to reduce them or not, and, co gaently. hay the . Anglo-Indian 
say that this permission will not be a extent. 
intended reduction should be made pelos Beh ulsory. rhs the Secretary 
of State will do nothing in the matter, aod Gai tha malelte Mae’ hues termes 
I simply to show to the people of England that an attem uw be mals 
to effect reductions in the Indian expenditure. If the pro law ever comes 
ae ee eee force waist the Indian treasury is _— 
empty. 


The jer Mrs (0) ot 21st March has heard that Mr. Nagardas, 


the Chitnis to the Collector of Surat, has secured 


4) ee eee pe promotions for his brother, son and son-in-law, who 
aa va ba — te are em loyed in the same department, and con- 


skatbet of appoinizienta sequently the other subordinates, whose claims have 

. been passed over, complain of the injustice which has 
been done to them. Iti is not right that several persons related to each other 
should be employed in the same office, and it is hoped that the Collector will 
enquire into the truth of the above report, and do the needful. (The Nydya 
Prakdsh (70) of the 22nd March expresses similar sentiments, and requests the 
Commissioner of the Division to make transferences of the Collectors’ Chitnis 


every third year, smce by 'rem in one place for a long time they 
become influential and set alia th the rights of others.) 


The Rast Goftdr (55) of the 21st March again expresses its a roval 
of the proposal to erect a vials voted to 8: fe 


Disapproves of the Temple at the public meeting held in Town Hall on 
Temple —_ Hobard the 9th instant. An anonymous hand-bill giving 
twelve reasons against the measure was circulated on 


the occasion, and the Rédst Goftér gives twent renty aight additional reasons with the 
same object. After stating that several influential persons were enticed by 
different artifices by the friends and admirers of Sir Richard to take a part in 
the proceedings, and that several were kept ignorant up to the last that the 
proposal for the statue would be brought forward, the Rdst Goftdér advises the 
people of Bombay for some of the reasons given in its last issue and noticed at 
some Jength in the last weekly summary, not to subscribe to the fund: (The 
Gujardt Mitra (50), the Loka Mitra (59), and the ah rya Mitra (58) of the same 
date express somewhat similar sentiments.) valet 
The same quotes that portion of Lord I pores on the Financial - 
: ‘Dusiemeal for ard Lytion' which His Lordship contro- 


Criticims on Lord Lytton’s vert the statement that because sock gy tale of India 
bess vie State had no voice in declaring war en ee 
they ought not to bear oy cost. If might, with equal 


justice, be asserted, says His Lordship, that France ought not to have meg the 
cost of France-German war, nor Russia that of the Russo-Turkish. war. The 
extract is made in order to show that it reflects the imperialistic policy 
by the Government of England. India has been involved in the A 


to uphold the prestige of England, and to overpower Russia. These hos ilitie 
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‘The Yajdén Parast (57) of the 21st March is 
Government has not or on able to: a gan On 

) __ Express surprise that the Rumpa rebellion. police of that Presider 
ie conti: ought to have ‘the disturbances long ago, 
: but they continue to exist, although a large number of 
troops have been sent to operate against the rebels. It seems as if there was 
something in the arrangements made Major Madras Government. There 
need of an energetic Officer like Major Daniel to work a are the 


rai 
dacoits. 

The Loka Mitra (59) of the 2lst March, in alluding to the failure of the 
motion made in Parliament by Mr. Fawcett, that 
Observes that England should contribute towards the e 


xpenses of 
aye ce the Afghan war, observes that it is to be 


oohy the cost that Parliament which is renowned for doing Jj ustice, 

should refuse to pay even a portion of the cost, and 

that India has to bear not only the large expense hitherto incurred, but also the 

future cost. which threatens to be enormous. Some persons advise that a pro- 

test should be made to the new Parliament which is about to assemble; but 

there seems little hope of its doing the justice which ‘has been denied by the 

t Parliament. ‘The reason assigned for negativing Mr. Fawcett’s motion 

uite frivolous. The Under Secretary of State for India observed that there 

would b be every guarantee for economy in the finances of India, if she was made 

to pay for her own wars; but the case would be otherwise if the cost of the 

same was thrown on England. Mr. Stanhope means to assert that England 
has no connection whatever with the Afghan war: But he is wrong in 

this assumption. The war has been carried on more for the preservation of 

’s prestige in Asia than for securing a safe and secure frontier for 


The two European powers could not get an opportunity to fight with 
each other in Europe itself, and have, therefore, preferred fighting in Asia. 


India will derive some advantage from this war, but England will receive much. 


more. The latter ought, therefore, to have paid, if not the whole, at least a 


portion of the cost. (The Yajdén Parast (57) of the same cate expresses similar 
— ‘ 


Municipahties. 


The Satya Mitra (66) of the 21st March observes that the rate- are 
uite dissatisfied with the decision of ge: ei 


a age aoa a} uncil simply Mr. Walton for his conduct 
in th mattr of the _ in the matter of the Malabar Hill Reservoir. P 


ing to the influence of others or through their own negligence, wed a" 
Municipal money to be wasted. Whenever there is a uestion for deci 


in poland thems ona pessen to ancther, and is at length di of after ra log 
delay in a most unsatisfactory manner. A few months ago Mr. Goculdés 


a brought to light certain irregularities which existed in the Asseas- 
ment Department, but the Commissioner simply frowned at his ,and the 
enka of the Sg apes quietly allowed the Commissioner to decide the matt 

as he wished. In e matter of the reservoir, the Commissioner himself deserv: 

no small blame, and yet none of the:Councillors dare ‘to express themselves ; 

‘ befitting language, oe en eer i 


3 uP 2T—3 Tom Gye) 7 wae 


openly say that the Councillors have either b ‘cee : 
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on the Native Press, 


30th March 1880. 
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i behoves the Diwdn of 


“vio hare 
plamant, the 


| G. W. KURKARAY, : 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
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- Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian ag (1) of the 28th March says in.an ironical + 
ne Gasette has had the bad. ta 

ve the appointment to the 
coat ee a Mito sich 


a ji verse ‘which a not lead to cal. ? The Bombay Port Trust. will 
yet be the ruin of various interests. 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 29th March, in a leading article says. that 
_ Makes remarks in connec. Sntve by the Providence of God the destinies of India 
tion with Mr. Shaw Stewart’s are irrevocably bound up with those of England, it is 
etter to the Secretary, of of the utmost importanoe that the connection between 
PP gaclert sireoaagee subject "the two countries should be made mutually beneficial ; 
so - but it is to be regretted that nothing has as yet been. 
‘done to accomplish this object. a importance 
which England enjoys among the nations of the world is entirely owing to its 
ion of India; hence if is desirable that Englishmen sho d'deyote some 
attention to the well-being of that country, in order to keep up the unexampled 
prosperity which they have been enjoying in their own land. The Parliament 
of Great Britain logielntes for the w ole British Empire, but it draws its repre- 
sentatives from Great Britain alone. It is, therefore, absolutely necessary. for 
the members of that great assembly to possess adequate knowledge of the 
interests of the various countries whose affairs they have to administer. But 
unfortunately they have no means of acquiring this knowledge. Whatever 
little information they possess about India is communicated to them by the | 
Secretary of State, who obtains it from the Government of India, which is in its 
turn dependent upon the several local Governments and their officers for its 
own-guidance. Hence if any mistakes or misrepresentations are made in the 
reports which are sent up by the lower officials, the same reach that assembly 
in that unsatisfactory condition. The Indu Prakésh does not mean to throw 
any. blame on the official hierarchy for this untoward state of things, but the 
system of administration is so contrived as to lead to the lamentable consequences 
above deseribed. The officials consider themselves as belonging to a superior 
class of human beings, and they usually despise the people whom they are set 
to govern. Hence the latter never communicate their real sentiments to those 
in authority. Under these circumstances an effort should be made to remedy 
this unfortunate state of things, and the impending general election is a capital 
opportunity for making the grievances of natives known in England. Here is 
given a brief account of a scheme proposed by Mr. Shaw Stewart for having a 
representative assembly in India. It behoves all to give their utmost attention 
to the suggestions contained in Mr. Shaw Stewart's letter to the Secretary of 
State of India, - 


The Arunodoya (13) of the 28th March, in a leading article says that owing 
) to the increase of prisoners, the sums assigned by the 
ere gira in about the Government of India to the various local Governments 
PE TO: for jail expenditure have been found insufficient, and 
it is said that the Ceenetniaiad of is thinking of reducing the number 
of prisoners within its jurisdiction by releasing those who have been sentenced 
for short periods. If the number of prisoners continues to increase in the future 
as it has done in the past, the result will be ultimately disastrous. The poor 
cok the Government will be impoverished, and the peg will lose all 
prisons. Criminal courts and } jails are established to deter persons from com- 
mitting crime, but iv-yould seem that tifis object has not been attained in\India. 
The proposal of the Government of Madras is worth considering, and the 
Supreme Government 8 , ould also direct its at subject on account 
of its im . The masses in India have. been reduced to poverty, and 
hence the criminal portion of the population has been steadily ‘increasing. To 
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? abate this nuisance, mesures should be taken to prevent people from com- 
- "The Kalpatars (18) of the 28th March, in a leading article says that it is 


Me, ih ohh we Schools in this Presdleney should be presided over 
pons phony by European Head Masters, im order to make the 
| teaching of English as effective as possible. Native 
Head Masters have been in charge of High Schools for several years, and no 
complaint has been made against the manner in which they have discharged 
their duties. It is, therefore, a matter of surprise that the necessity of t- 
ing European Head Masters should be feltnow. Every year a number of 

ts pl by Native Head Masters are sent up for the Matriculation, 


studen 
and most of ; and the proportion of lads passed by Native Head Masters 
$s baltatily not loos than thet from schools which are presided over by 
‘European Head Masters. This shows that Native Head Masters are thoroughly 
efficient. Besides, the English Examiners at the Matriculation have never com- 
ined that the English pronunciation of the students trained by native 
is faulty. It must also be remembered that most of the Native Head 
are graduates, and have had the advantage of receiving instruction in coll 
from European Professors, and it is therefore very untikel y that their English 
pronunciation could not have been improved i contact with Mg emecem 
Phe appointment also of Mr. Kunte as Head of the Poona Hig ool in 
succession » a Jacob sent of High Schools. If ra not ole that Enelish 
competent e management of Hi 00 e principle ) : 
d be taught by rag peal be admitted as sound, the same principle 
would inevitably lead to the appointment of Native Professors to teach Banskrit, 
but this would not be admitted. The t European Sanskrit Professors 
have not the remotest idea of pronouncing Sanskrit correctly. The cry for 
ey up the Head Masterships of High Schools with Europeans most probably 
has for its object the securing of s0 many additional appointments for Euro 
but it is to be hoped that Government will not attend to this suggestion. 
The same complains that thieving and house-breaking are rampant in 
_.  §Sholépur, particularly in Goldfinch Lane, where most 
Pes gyms gh oP oie so of the principal native officials reside. This unfortu- 
of a. “* nate state of things is entirely owing to the paucity of 
icemen. In the town of Shol4pur there is on an 
average one policeman for every two thousand inhabitants. The strength of 
the police, therefore, is utterly inadequate for the performance of the various 
duties which they have to do, and it is hoped that the authorities concerned will 
take steps to adopt remedial measures without delay. | 


The Surya Prakdsh (47) of the 27th March, but received on the 29th, 

states that in the absence of a se Civil and 
Requests vary ony 2 Sessions Judge hg Broach, the people of that ey 
appoint a are put to much inconvenience, nse and : 
— ae oe The District Judge of Surat and his Assistant have to 
decide the appeals; but they scarcely find time for - 
the work. The monthly criminal sessions keep them pretty fully employed, and 
the Judge has then to attend to the criminal appeals. Hence they have hardly 
any time to decide civil appeals, and the parties are therefore often obliged to 
submit to all kinds of inconveniences and annoyance. It behoves Government 


to appoint a separate Judge for the Broach District. 


The Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 25th March, but received on the 

: 29th, in continuation of the article headed ‘* Does 

Fe Rega toh a” ie soreness care for India?” which appeared in its last 
and the License-tax. issue, alludes to the reply of the Under Secre of 
| State for India to Mr. Fawcett’s motion that the 
meu for observing economy in the finances of India, consists in letting 
her pay for her own wars. This answer, observes the Hitechchhu, is evidently 
at“ , and yet Parliament has approved of it.. The Finance Minister for 
India supports the decision of Mr. pe. He observes that the Afghan 
war has undertaken in defence of India, that India is quite able to pay its 
2xP3—4 [con 46] | | we: 


expenses, and it is dero to her to ask England to a portion of its cost 
as a-charity. But there is little truth in this x Sera hag "if india was 80 rich 
as to be able to pay the heavy charges of the Af war, why did Sir John 
himself suggest that the oppressive license-tax should be imposed in order to 
create the Famine Insurance Fund? And why are the proceeds of the same 
fund diverted to the payment of the expenses of this war? ‘There can be no 
doubt, that it would have been to the advantage of India if this fund had been 
devoted to the maintenance of the famine-stricken people, and that its diversion 
to the war is a misuse. This injustice to India was brought to the knowledge | 
of Parliament by her loving and loyal sons, but no notice was taken of it in that 
august assembly, and even His Excellency the Viceroy thought it right to 
condemn the petitioners as disloyal. The exemption of the official and profes- 
sional classes from the license-tax is apparently unfair, and this unfairness was 
once admitted by the Finance Minister himself; and yet it has been allowed to 
exist, and rich European officials and professional men have been permitted 

to escape the payment of the just burden. The above instances show that 
everybody is swayed by self-interest, and nobody cares for India. 


The same, in alluding to the dissolution of Parliament and the opemoonins 
as general election, observes that the last Parliament 
ee ee, did no good to India. The Vernacular Press was 
Selena, gagged; the sanguinary Afgban war was entered 
into, and it was ruled that India should pay the 
expense of this as well as all future wars which might hereafter be carried on in 
her neighbourhood ; a portion of the import duty on cotton goods was abolished, 
and the salt duty was increased ; the license-tax was levied for the first time 
ostensibly to relieve people during famine, but its proceeds were subsequently 
diverted to the expenditure of the Afghan war; the limit of age for the Civil 
Service Examination was lowered, and the natives of India were virtually 
excluded from competition; these and a number of other measures injurious 
to India were passed. The natives made strong protests against them, but no 
attention was paid. India is, therefore, not sorry for the dissolution of the 
‘akin Parliament, and has every reason to expect that if nothing is done to 
nefit her, at any rate less injury will be done to her interests by the 
accession of the Liberals to power. 


The Bombay Saméchér (51) of the 28th March, but received on the 29th, 
| observes that the Resolution of Government on the 


a ee “en 
a oa ose subject of the employment of University graduates 


: on posts of twenty-five rupees per month 1s not satis- 

paves ll —" _— factory inasm +p the pay is very small compared 
to the cost and trouble which they have to incur in 

obtaining a University education, and besides, the claims to promotion of persons 
who are already in the service of Government on salaries of less than that 
amount, and who have not received an English education, have been overlooked. 
It seems desirable, therefore, that the Resulution should be altered so as to. 
remove these shortcomings. All uncovenanted posts under Government should 
be divided into three classes. First class appointments should be bestowed 
upon University graduates, the second class on persons who have passed the 
Matriculation Examination, and the third class on those who have passed some 
lower test. New men should in the first instance be admitted into the lowest 
place in each class, and promotion should be confined to that class. If these 
suggestions are carried out, all reasonable ground for complaint will cease. 


The same of the 29th March observes that the object of the 
— | Administrator General’s Act is undoubtedly very 
paises anexemption of the good, but the arrangements made to carry it out are 
min a eas = so very bad as to make the Act unpopular. No sooner 
tor General’s Act. is the corpse removed from the house than Govern- 


ment officials enter into it and attach the deceased’s 
property in the name of Government. In their zeal they take possession of the 


whole property including even clothes and grain found in the house, and make 
the inmates, who are already in mourning, quite helpless. In the case of the 
Pérsis the appearance of the officials is more objection than in the case of 


; 


a8 


: e gt : 4 2 
yay abe ng 
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£4. 
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t. Europeans, who are strangers in country, generally 
intances or with their servants only, and 2 cd cobes | 
the natives. The Act has, therefore, proved beneficial 
heir case, but the same cannot be said about the Parsis. The latter live in 

is country with their families, and, as stated above, perform religious ceremonies 
in their houses, and, consequently, considerable difficulties: and ny ar oe are 
ee Hence the oe | by Sir 
Jamsetji Jij that Government should be 
informed pted from the operation of the 
-Act. (The Yajdén Parast (57), and the Bombay Chronicle (49) of the 28th 
March express similar sentiments.) Bue 


‘The same of the rd April, in alluding to the report that Sir John Stra 


| eae -e is to receive a bonug of rupecs thousand, to 
i aed , John ye-imburse him for the loss sustained by his giving g up 


Provinces, observes that the reason is quite unsound. 
He has not conferred dny benefit on the people by remaining at the head of 
the Finance Department. He does not deserye any reward. Noone is likely to 
approve of the arrangements he has made with respect to taxation. It is to be 

_ hoped that either the report is untrue, or that the Government of India will 
give up its intention to reward him, if it really entertains such an idea. 

The Broach Samdchér (72) of the 25th March, but received on the 
= observes that last week four men were killed by the 
_ Observes that severalsteam bursting of the boiler of one of the cotton. ginning 
factories in pall Broach factories near the station of Kim. This sad accident 
posts we patton *y ™ ‘raises the question whether the Steam-boiler Inspection 
-  Actis strictly enforced. The law in question requires 

_ that a person who has obtained the certificate of a third class engineer alone 
should be permitted to work a steam engine; but several steam factories in the 

- Broach District are worked by men who do not possess such a certificate and 

are quite incompetent to manage an engine. It behoves Government, therefore, 
to make immediate enquiries into this matter, and to compel owners of factories 
to employ competent engineers as well as to provide proper means of extin- 


guishing fires, 


The Swadesh Watsal (75) or the Patriot for the month of Falgun of the 


.  Samvat year 1936, observes that nobody cares for 
a = yeeety 08 TREN . Todia. fier Aryan natives lost the ater from 

} disunion among themselves, and the same vice has 
made them careless for the interests of’their mother-country. Though the 
Mahomedans have made this country their home, yet they have no ability to 
discern what is beneficial to her. Some of the Parsis copy Europeans, while 
others do not possess the necessary means to do good to their adopted country. 
It is no wonder that Europeans love their own native land better than India. 
European officials are only temporarily connected with India, and hence they 
care more for the interests of England. This inattention to Indian interests is 
best exemplified in the matter of the abolition of a portion of the import duty 
on cotton goods, and the exaction of the whole expenses of the Afghan war 
from the Indian treasury. It is quite natural that the mill-owners of 
Manchester should desire in their self-interest that the import duty on cotton 
goods should be abolished, though its abolition may result:in the ruin of the 
rising cotton industry of poor India. They say that the duty enhances the price 
of the goods, and the Indians are the sufferers, But the truth is that they wish 
to compete with the produce of the Indian mills by selling their own 
cheaper. India would thus be a loser, and it was, therefore, wrong that the 
Secretary of State should have abolished a portion of the duty, and should have 
promised to remove the remainder soon. li is feared that the present alleged 
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-gedisfactory condition of the Indian finances will-be:an excuse to abolish the 
remaining duty. It was not right that the Finance Minister should have said 
that the Afghan war has been carried on for the defence of India, that she was 

rich enough and ought to pay the whole cost of that war, and that it would be 

improper to throw that cost on England. If India was rich, why was not aid 
iven to the famine-stricken people, and what need was there to impose the 
ficetiag-tax ? -In conclusion, the Patriot prays Her Imperial Majesty either to 
form an Indian Parliament to exercise control on the revenue and expenditure 
of India, or to entrust that work to the British Parliament. (‘The Hitechchhu 

(48) of Ahmedabad of the 18th March expresses similar sentiments in noticing 

the new Vernacular Press Act and the abolition of a portion of the import daty 


on cotton goods.) 


Municipalities. 
The Indian Spectator (1) of the 28th March, in commenting upon the result 
| : of the debate in the Local Town Council: about the 
Makes comments on the Malabdr Hill Reservoir contract says:—‘‘ We regret 
result of the eg = we cannot reconcile ourselves with the result arrived — 
eee esac eats contract. #t in last Tuesday’s Town Council. A grosser injury © 
‘was never done by half a dozen public-men to the 
large body of rate-payers, to whom they owe their seats in the Council, and 
whose trustees they are. We unhesitatingly affirm that the Town Council by 
the perverse miscarriage of justice by half its members has brought itself into 
public contempt. No worse fate could have befallen it. It has proved its utter 
inability to maintain its dignity, and transact the serious business before it with 
its own unaided light and strength. It has intensified a public scandal. It has 
protected delinquency. It has shown want of independence. Its Chairman 
once the warm friend of rate-payers, the staunch advocate of municipal reforms, 
the bitter assailant of abuses, has succumbed to the sop of the Presidential seat 
offered by an obliging Government. It is to be hoped that the Corporation will 
do its duty manfully. Let it show to India that notwithstanding the collapse 
of its representatives in the Town Council, it has within itself all the 
of vigorous growth, and has power to do justice. Itis to be hoped that the 
position of Mr, Mandalik or Mr. Dosd4bhdi will be carried with acclamation 
at the meeting of the Corporation, which is about to be held on the 6th April. 
The Bombay Samdchdr (51) of the 26th March is sorry that the decision 
- given by the Town Council of Bombay in the matter 
Disapproves of the decision of the Malabar Hill Reservoir frauds, does not concur 
given by the re ae with the public opinion on the subject. The pro 
ress Hill Reservoir Of Mr. Mandalik ought to have been accepted, but it 
contract. was not admitted, and the one made by Mr. Ndn&bhéi 
ys Byramji was adopted. Bat the latter does not 
with the elaborate report made by the Municipal Commissioner ea the subj 
However, it is gratifying that a movement has been set on foot to make a 
request to the Chairman of the Town Council to convene a meeting of the 
Corporation on the 6th proximo, for the purpose of considering the Reservoir 
matter. The decision arrived at by the rate-payers on this subject concurs 
with the proposal offered for adoption by Mr. Mandalik, and they are only 
waiting to see how the Corporation discharges its duty in this matter. The 
Commissioner deserves thanks for his able report and the merciful view he has 
taken of the conduct of his subordinate—the Executive Engineer. But that does 
not prove that the suggestion he has made need be adopted by the Town 
Council or the Corporation, which has to discharge the duty of a ) Page. (The 
Wepdr Wartamin (54) of the same date expresses a. disapproval of the decision 
of the Town Council.) / | : 


The Akhbére Sowddgar (58) of the 2nd April observes that-sinee-Mr. Grant, 
_ the Municipal Commissioner of Bombay, will-shortly 
go Home on three months’ leave of absence, it is 
Stunned sppownies woe § esirable that some person weil acquainted with the 
Bombay during Mr. Grant’s ®ffairs of the Corporation should be appointed in his 
absence. _* place. The Town Council has frequently to refer to 

the Commissioner for information, and 2 person quite 


Recommends that Dr. Weir 
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| departm ent will not answer the purpose ' One of the heads of the 
oat Municipal ¢ ents will do very well, and it seems that Dr. Weir 
appointed A 


there is already a precedent to follow. 


~The Rést Goftér (55) of the 28th March regrets that the Town Council of 


deeiratecenen Sra Sane 
? y Mr. rand rays or 2 
ne a we hye a Dosébh4i Frémji, and adopted the rect uaaasdaline 


Malabér Hill Reservoir. made by Mr. Nanébhdi Byrdmji for the disposal of the 

“3 ie cpa Malabér Hill Reservoir matter. The suggestion made 
by the first-named was that the Council cannot place any more confidence on 
the Executive Engineer; that made by Mr. Dosdébhdi was that Mr. Walton 
should be ured for his conduct in the matter; and that which proceeded 
from Mr. Ndndbh4i was that the report made by the Municipal Commissioner 
should be adopted with thanks, and that the Executive Engineer should be 
informed of the same. A more worthless or contemptible proposition than Mr. 
‘Naénadbhdi's was never presented for decision. The mover could not bring for- 
ward even one weighty reason in its support. He admitted that Mr. Walton’s 
conduct in regard to the fraud was highly indiscreet, and he failed to exercise 
due discretion, but it was, after all, an error of judgment, and so long as no 
offence was proved against him, he did not deserve to be dismissed, particularly 
on account of his previous important services. Admitting for the sake of 
argument all that Mr. Nén4ébhdi has advanced, it eannot be denied that he has 
simply repeated the oo brought forward by Mr. Dosébh4i in support of 
his own suggestion, and yet the former brought forward an amendment. Mr. 
Mandalik made an appropriate suggestion, but Mr. Dos&bh4i put forth an — 
amendment and exposed himself to public censure, which Mr. Nandbhdi has 
willingly drawn upon himself. It seems that the object of the last-named in 
bringmg forward the resolution which he proposed, was to defend the Engineer, 
to endear himself to Europeans, and to discard public opinion. There was a 


race between him and Mr. Dosdbhdi to achieve these ends, and the former has 
succeeded. The European Councillors were previously informed of the amend- 
ment which Mr. Nénaébhdi was to s , and they had agreed to support it. 
Mr. Raghundth Néréyan Khote joined this union in accordance with his usual 
desire to be obsequious to Europeans, and the amendment was adopted. The 
consequence of this is that the mismanagement perpetrated by the Executive 


Engineer has been overlooked, and he has been permitted to retain his high 


x 


The Yajdén Parast (57) of the 28th March thinks that the decision given 

| iy the Town Council of Bombay in the matter of the 

ves of the decision Malabdér Hill Reservoir fraud is just and appropriate. 

a wf _ a oe “oD Mr. Walton is an old servant of the Corporation, and 

Hill Reservoir. has never before neglected his duties. He deserves 

) censure for his dereliction of duty, and not dismissal 

from office. It is also proved that he was misled by his subordinates. To an 

officer of his standing and position the mild censure passed by the Council is 
sufficiently effective. 


The same observes that the recent enquiries into the Malabér Hill Reservoir 
; er | a have — _ corruption — in the 

_ Observes enquiries Municipal Engineer’s Department, and it is highl 
onl, he mate ttn : the seb the Town Couneil should request the 
Municipal Engineer’s De- unici Commissioner to e the necessary 
partment. - : enquiries, so that the blacksheep towards whom the 


of public scandal is pointed out, 
pr and brought to condign punishment. Mr. Walton | 
ect of scandal simply on account of the existence of these knaves 
department, and he will it is hoped, give due aid in the investigation. | 
4nP3—4 [con 46} ce : 
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o Railw 1g. 


The Jéme Jamsed (52) of the 31st March complains that on last Thursday 
&, _ there were a large number of second and third clas 
sin the mail train which left Bombay for 
ora, where a new Tower of Silence was to be 
consecrated. In this train the number of carriages 
| was so small that the ae 
passengers had to suffer great inconvenience. could not, moreover, get an 
ion drink or fruit eo nse of the ape, te the line. A or erain 
was started on that day, but there were very few carriages in it, compared. 
to the number of posineeel Either sneer ied train should have been 
started, or a larger number of carriages should have been put on to the same train 
to afford proper accommodation to the passe but neither was done. It 
might be said that the railway authorities could not anticipate that a oy 
number of passengers would go by a certain train. This argument might | 
for the trains which left Bombay, but would not answer for the small number 
of carriages in the trains which came from Bilimora, and which were also over- 
crowded with » who experienced no little inconvenience. In conelu- 
sion, the Jéme Jamsed hopes that Mr. Duxbury, who is ever anxious to afford 
due convenience to passengers, will not allow similar mismanagement to take 
place in future, 7 | ee: - 


hy eo 
Bombay Baroda Railway 
over-crowded. 


' Native States. 
The Gujardt Mitra (50) of the 28th Mareh states. that the immediate 


| subordinates of the Diwan of J , namely, M4mal, 
a ? in Pas ~~ ; Jesukhlal, Motilél, Bh4nji, and others act arbitrarily 


State. and annoy the ryots, and the latter are dissuaded 
from bringing forward complaints against them, as 
Mr. nape the sig ge toy and i Oo a Nawab, does not 
ue attention to them. The ryots do not possess the necessary courage 
ghee their complaints to. Britssh officers, and if any complaint reach 
their ears, the Vakil of this State brings forward various excuses to poison their 
‘minds, In support of the above assertions, the Mitra inserts a communication 
from a correspondent stating that it is believed that Mr. Bhaénji, the Vakfl of 
the Jundgad State, did not give a straightforward reply to the Political Agent 
in answer to his enquiries about the sudden death of two Superintendents of 
Police of that State. The correspondent also observes that whenever a British 
officer is about to enter that State or arrives at Jundgad, arrangements are 
specially made to keep him ignorant of the grievances of the ryots, A certain 
ruad is prescribed by which he is to be brought into the State or town as the 
case may be, and then the road is swept clean, and the ryots are strictly probi- 
bited from walking over it. The town and the neighbourhood of the spot on 
which the officer is encamped are also swept clean, and the sweepings are 
removed out of sight. Lights are put upon the roads where there were none 
before. Policemen are stationed near his tent to prevent petitioners from gettin 
an access to him, and if any persist in seeing him, they are apprehended an 
confined. Such of the prisoners in jails as have been improperly imprisoned 
are removed from the prison to some other place. Thus the officer is kept 
ignorant of the real state of thing. Recently the Political Agent and his Assist- 
ant in charge of the State in question visited Jundgad, but it seems that 
entered the town by certain roads by which the persons who were told off to wait 
_ attendance upon them took them. e officers of the State spend large sums to 
give a welcome to the British officers. At the abovementioned visit of the Agent 
three thousand rupees werv laid out in fire-works alone, and more must haye 
_ been spent in doing other hospitalities, The authorities of the State use such 
means as these to secure the favour of the British officers, and to remove out of 
their sight the defecte of the administration, But it is to be hoped that Colonel - 
Barton will not allow himself to be blinded by such expedients, and will take 
due notice of the complaints which may appear in newspapers. Captain Stace. 
_ has submitted an able report on this State, and: the Political Agent ought to 
read it in order to obtain a proper insight into the real state of things. 
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The éame the complaint often made by it before, and many 

— re on noticed i these estes that: the 8 

Gospleies Sct, to Gaek- Government levies certain duties on ships which come 

wid’s Gove 2 into the ort of Bilimora, whether belong to 
levies duties ; coming into the psy wel amped ago 2 a 


here was a 
ing a man-of-war at that for the 
| tection of ships from pirates, nindb dis and otha 
robbers. There has been no Marine Department for a time past, and yet 
the Armér duty is levied under different heads. The Mitra describes these- 
heads, and requests the Collector of the Salt Revenue to endeavour to induce 
a ee and to levy anchorage > 
' The Wepdr Wartamdn (54) of the 26th March, but received on the 29th, 
has heard that Barristers, Solicitors and Vakils 
Bh gee the Diwén of practisingin British courts of justice are not ‘allowed to 
Baroda to permit parristers, ‘appear and plead in the courts of the Gaekwédi State, 
tisein the Courts of that and that the persons who have received sanads from 
7 that State to practice as Vakils are allowed to 
ead. If this report be‘true, it seems strange that while the other feudatory 
states permit Barristers and others to appear in their courts, Baroda alone 
should not do so. Certainly nobody can say that the Vakils of that State are 
better versed in law than the legal iti of British courts. It behoves 
Sir T. Médhawraw, therefore, to enquire whether there is any such prohibition 
as the abovementioned, and to remove it if it exists, 7 


other 
port of 


| G. W. KURKA RAY, 
| Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
6th April 1880. 
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" Polition and the Pablic Administration 
“he Ian Stati of the 4th A 


a & >» e 


pril, in an article on 
‘‘'We see i he little ttle. to admire i 
of the hg rol difficulty as offered 
be broken: 
been unable a th ont a Age: ang el. 
have unable to treaty obligations. owever, happ 
be that x me.of the Afghan wlan have violated a ; ) 
nere was only one treaty, the terms of which 
observed by the ruler of such a country as 
forced upon the reigning Amir, and the co 
amply indicated the hesitation of our 
then the reason 


si soe - the 


nences of its redbars have 
Afghan ally to accept the treaty. So far 
is no reason whatever. It is, however, not easy to see 
how the w announced could have been averted. Kandahar is to be 
‘detached from , and is to be appropriated by the invaders by the 
“conquest. Horat is to be wrested from the Afghans; but what is to be done 
with this ix it province is not yet settled. In handing it over to Persia, 
gland rons the risk of its being surrendefed some day to the Russians by 
an imbecile Shah. It would certainly be safer and more useful in the custody 
of a British garrison. This course, ve se 3 involves a heavy expenditure with- 
out the reasonable chance of its ever becoming a financial success. Hence the 
hesitation to make Herat ourown. But whatever may be its future, it is to 
be detached from the illfated country, which is in search of a ca ble Tuler, - 
Cabul must find itself a raler strong enough to take care of it. Till such time 
British troops cannot be withdrawn from the deserted capital. Are the — ns 
Government prepared to hand over Cabul to a man on whose Ae pa the 
rely? Ifnot, they must retain Cabul tao, ened 99:50 at pee war wi the 
) nation. - ‘This is worse than annexation. On the whole, the supposed 
solution of the Afghan difficulty leaves the problem as intricate as ever. It is 
not possible for the authors of this unjust war to bring it to a righteous conclu- 
sion. Heads imbued with higher notions of political om eoretny are‘required to 


solve this problem. Till then m situation in Afghanistan is sure to go from 
bad to worse” 
The same in another article says “ It is certain that the relations of India 


ae and Eng d are p —- of mutual Pg ar 
Makes ee and vantages, ese advantages and disadvan- 
sre en india = tages are of various kinds and degrees ; but in common 
Si fairness it cannot be denied that India has gained 
more than she has lost by her connection with England. India has had the 
benefit of a settled rule, and an administration Beas , on the wisest principles of 
ip, though unfortunately not always conducted according to them. 
Against these advantages are to be set off the disadvan incident to a 
foreign rule. [tis only of recent years, however, that the miseries of a foreign 
‘rule are being felt by the natives in all their bitternesss. But there are com- 
benefits which India will not readily lose sight of. England also is 
a loser by her connection with India, She loses in more respects than ope. 
The field of public service in this country tas been stizacting the flower of 
English y out Vast fortunes have been made in India and | tions 
have een: made by some of England’s enterprising sons. But on the whole, 
we believe the experiment has not proved satisfactory. Apart from the bad 
_ effects of the climate, the social aieddens at work are not tendin, ta he forme 
tion of healthy national character. On sojourners as all English public servants: 
jn this country are, the effects of this social difference pape prejudicial. . 
They become imbued with those fatal oriental notions of 
undermined the faleie of in this country. When they leave, the 


Ard their ho: eras mnleeweee and with ew ‘Instincts bade a 
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to rule. But this teaches them despotism and intolerance which qualities adhere 
to them through life, and render them useless to the State. England’s supre- | 
macy over India adds greatly to her material resources; but we doubt if this 

supr y is the source of moral advantage. It checks the growth of freedom 
which has made England’s of India that 


England what it is. It is F 
encourages the former to undertake ruinous wars, to interfere wantonly in the _ 
affairs of its neighbours, and to transgress those laws which has raised England — 
to its present preeminence. The spirit of Imperialism which now pervadés 
policy is the direct result of a connection which engenders seiliuneen 
in the dominant and discontent in the subject race. These are serious dis- 
advantages, ad | 
The Native Opinion (4) of the 4th April, in a leading article pays a tribute 
: of acknowledgement to Mr. Shave Stewart for his 
_ Makes remarks in connec- efforts to introduce the popular element in the Indian 
tion ee =o ot ang of 68 Y8tem of administration, and after expressing a hope 
rise) . that he would not remain satisfied with what he has 
. done but would persevere until something tangible 
has been achieved, observes that those countries are the most flourishing whi 
the Government is carried on in accordance with the wishes of the ; 
Hence it is in every way desirable for the rulers of India to know the sentiments 
of its inhabitants. It is only when the official hierarchy becomes aquainted 
with the wants of the natives that the British rule will become tolerable to them. 
Some Englishmen, however, maintain that India has been conquered by the 
sword and by the sword only can the British rule be perpetuated, and that, 
therefore, the wants and feelings of the natives are a matter of supreme 
indifference to the governing classes, but this cannot be the opinion of the 
English nation. The bond of union between England and India will be lasting 
only if the just claims and aspirations of natives are not ignored. Of late the 
spirit of despotism in our rulers has been on the ascendant, and its consequences 
may ultimately prove disastrous to both countries. Itis to be hoped, therefore, 
that some means will be devised by which the Government will be able to 
ascertain the real sentiments of the inhabitants of India, and that the suggestions 
of Mr. Shaw Stewart will receive due consideration from the Secretary of 
State for India and the British public. 


The-same jn another article alludes to the general election, and says that 
i until recently the fortunes of political parties in 
Makes comments in con- Jngland did not affect India, but such is not the case 
nection with the accession of nuw. During the Conservative administration the 
the Laberal party topower. people of India have been oppressed. They have 
) been deprived of the liberty of the Press and have 
- been harassed in a variety of ways, The result of the inauguration of despotic 
measures will not be beneficial to either country. When India was transferred 
from the rule of the East India Company to that of the Queen, various 
promises were made, which have never been fulfilled. Besides, during their 
exclusion from power the Liberals have come to know the grievances of the 
natives, and have on different occasions expressed a wish to redress them. It 
is, therefore, to be hoped that when they assume the administration, they will 
do something to redeem the pledges which they have given, and to ameliorate 
the condition of the subject population, The Marquis of Hartington, Mr. 
Gladstone and other chiefs of the Liberal party have expressed their condem- 
nation of the Vernacular Press Act, the Arms Act, the Li stax, and other 
measures of the Government of India. We, therefore, trust, says the Native 
Opinion, that they will repeal what is objectionable in them, and thus establish 
the British rule on a firm and solid basis, oe | 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 5th April, in its principal leader says that © 
| a One his ld eh of office as Governor of 
vee See or eal erti- Bombay, Sir Richard Temple devoted considerable 
Temple. oe attention to the preservation of forests. When he 
| came here, the country was suffering from famine, and 
nce tht of devising means for the prevention of such calamities. — 
Scientific men believe that the quantity of rainfall in a given locality depends 
upon the forest area in it, and bir Ri Temple adopting this idea in its 
2uP10—4 [oon 62] fo 


e x 


oe cag a 


widést extent, at once resolved: to en i 
Presidency. The moment after this notion took mind, 
went to work in his usual vigo Ww : 


rous style, and iemiadehy wahead a law on 
subject which has done incalculable mischief. In the 
made relating to the preservation of forests, he deprived milh i | 
of their immemorial rights, and made it impossible for them to earn their 
livelihood. In fact the measures adopted were of such a rigorous nature that 
the people would prefer that it did not rain rather than that they should be 
subjected to such fearful inconveniences and privations. Of course no heed 
was paid to the innumerable petitions and remonstrances which were poured in 


upon Government. Here is given the substance of the Forest Administration 
Report for the year 1878-79. 


The same of the 8th April gives the result of the general election, and says | 
Se op Sauer” Bt ie to ba coed Gaal ie Games OE be 
ed m connec- power. It is to be ho t Mr. G ne will be 

= oe general election | member of the new Ministry. During the ascen- 

Rei kal hanged ack os the gh wed pe — 4 Ste mr 

in Indi c an tism gained ground. © passing 0 
the Vernacular Press Act and he Avene Act, the imposition of the license-tax 
and various other measures, which might be mentioned, indicate unerringly the 
. despotic tendency of British rule. -When Indian — came up for discus- 
sion-in Parliament, the prominent members of the Liberal party expressed their 
disapproval of the policy of the Conservative Government in unambiguous terms. . 
We therefore trust, says the Dnydn Prakash, that they will now carry out their 
views. Sir Richard Temple made.a great mistake in resigning the Governor- 
ship of Bombay in haste. Even if he is elected to Parliament, he will belong 
to the minority, and will not acquire any influence. He will now know how 
. remote he is from obtaining the Viceroyalty of India. Even if the Liberals do 
not grant all that they have promised, yet they may carry out some of their 
promises, and this in itself is a matter for congratulation. Upon'the whole 
India will gain by the accession of a Liberal Government to power. 


The Arunodoya (13) of the 4th April, in a leading article alludes to the 
rules recently published on the subject of the 
Makes remarks = a admission of —— into Pax: public spe = 
recenity pubiished rule observes that the prospects of promotion of those who 
oo Portie: ite eiptiok are unacquainted with the English language have now 
been blighted for ever, since according to the Resolution 
romulgated during Sir Richard Temple’s time, no one ignorant of the English 
can hope to rise above Rs. 35 per mensem in the Revenue Depart- 
ment, and by the present Resolution all appointments of Rs. 30 and up in 
the other eee ceents are reserved for University men. We consider, says the 
Arunodoya, both these Resolutions utterly unwise and uncalled for. Itdoes not | 
follow that a man is a fool because he does not know English, and besides these 
Resolutions act unjustly in ignoring the claims of those who entered the service 
when a knowledge of ish was not obligatory. When an individual enters 
the public service, there 1s an implied promise on the part of the Government 
that he should get promotion to the highest post allowed by law, provided he 
is thought fit and continues honest and diligent ; but these Resolutions are 
conceived in a different spirit. If those who expected advancement knew that 
such rules as the above would be sanctioned hereafter, they would have sought 
their living in other professions. Besides, we think that Government ought, | 
though it is not legally liable, to grant compensation to those whose prospects 
have been injured by the publication of the rules in question. It would be well 
if these Resolutions are not made “ee to those who entered service before 
they B segs published, and if their enforcement is postponed to a more convenient 
pert 


The same in its local news states that when Sir Richard Temple was 
Governor of a prohibited the lopping of the 
using them in burning 

and this prohibition added immensely to the i 
of the agricultural population of the Konkan, who 
in a terrible state of anxiety for their future. 


W. to learn, says the Arunodaya, that the order in question 
Nob been rescinded since the assumption of the office of Governor by. ‘its 


nporary incumbent. Whatever may be the antecedents of the H 


a 
4 


fr. Ashburner, there can only be ge poset about this act of his 
he inhabitants of this Presidency wi 
this considerate Resolution. | 
"The Kalpataru (18) of the 4th April, alludes to the introduction of all the 
English laws into the territory of the Réja of Akulkote, 
and observes that the measure has been productive 
of epee mischief. The ser era} of the Stamp 
; an imitation Acts, particu without previous 
po te ae notice, has done infinite harm, ind the bad effects of 
this step are pointed out in detail. It is to be hoped that Government will still 
-_re-trace its steps, and thus prevent the injury from which the people of Akulkote 
are at present suffering. Mes 46 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Inddpur, reports that from the 
day on which the first inetalenaet of the land revenue 
of this year fell due, peons have been entertained on 
_- - 6 per. mensem for a period of two months to 
collect the same, and the charges so incurred are being 
parece “eae recovered from the villagers. This is very hard. 
It is unaccountable why a whole village should be fined for the default of 
perhaps 4 single cultivator. Besides, those agriculturists who are punctual in 
making their ents to Government, suffer as much as those who donot. It 
is to be ho that Government will see that justice is done in this matter. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 2nd April, in a leading article says that those who 

have come in contact with Mr. Forrest at the Deccan 

‘Makes remarks about the (College are thoroughly convinced that he is not com- 

arrangements for teaching -netent to teach mathematics, Recently there has 
mathematics in the Deccan ‘ ee sine 

na complaint made against bim to the Principal 

a of the institution, but whether Mr. Oxenham has made 

ahy aban to Government, is not known. It is to be hoped that he will 


admintetreiieed 
always feel deeply grateful to him for 


not delay to take action in the matter. The mathematical studies of the 
students been neglected, and Mr. Forrest is not likely to improve so as to 


be useful to them. It is the duty ofthe present Governor to correct the mistake 
of his predecessor. Sir Richard Temple would have himself retraced his steps, 
but he had no opportunity. : : 2 


A correspondent of the Gujardt Mitra (50) of the 4th April, states that 

. is a report that no trace can be found for the 
wht mabe ee © _ ee last = naacige . He: he gion whe were residents of 
ots cartmen. the villages o Oo an ojpura in the Gogho 
= —* Teka. ithe recent murder of Big a which has 
been discovered by the Porbandar Police raises the suspicion that the two cart- 
men mentioned above have also met with a foul end. It is to be hoped that 


the authorities concerned will make enquires about their whereabouts without 

delay. 
The Bombay Samdchdr (51) of the 5th April, states that the mail-steamer 

-. which carried Sir Richard Temple ran into a native 

Requests to be informed if craft in the Bombay harbour, and a similar accident 

any enquires have boon mace happened when the next mail-steamer started. Some 

me ante. WY Bo have elapsed since these accidents happened, 


into in the Boiabey harbour. bat nothing is yet known whether ary enquiries have 
: been instituted into them. An investigation ought 
certainly to be held to ascertain whether any lives were lost, and what was the 
amount of the damage done... The owners of the boats ought also to get com- 
pensation, if the mishaps occurred without any fault of their own or of their 
servants. On Thursday last a native craft in the harbour caught- fire and was 
’ totally destroyed, though the crew did their utmost to save her. It is desirable 
to know if any aid was given by the water-police on this occasion, — 
3uP10—4 [con 62) : 
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The same of the 26th March, observes that the Pérsi Matrimonial and 
Oe cea _ Divorce. Act has failed to produce the benefits — 
Regie on pamp Seteote os which were expected from it. Numerous cases of 

Snag ee disagreement between husband and wife have occurred, 
and the parties have been to much expense 

in obtaining justice. The law prescribes the period of two years within 

which a husband or wife must file a suit for the restitution of conjugal 
rights, and if they fail to do so, the remedy is barred. This period is 
too short. It does not allow the differences between the parties to be treated 
by each other with lenien a. which are so very essential to create 

a chance for their amicable settlement. Within the above-mentioned period 

ee ee ee ee ee ee to 
ive up their rights to each other and a hfe-long separation. Besides, 

the darge sum of money required for the prosecution of the suit is no small 
ip in the case of poor persons,-and particularly in the case of a husband, 

he or his wife first resorts to the court for redress, he is 
ultimately se We YF to pay the costa incurred by both. Besides, after the court 
has once decided that the wife should return to cohabitation, if she persists in 
refusing, there is no remedy, provided she undergoes an imprisonment of one 
month, and the injured husband must spend the rest of his life as an unmarried 
man. These and other defects have made the law very distasteful to the Pérsi 

‘community. (The Akhbére Sauddgar (53) of the same date observes that after 

a disagreei ir have ex in court each others’ feelings, there is little 
chance of their forgetting their differences. In such cases it should be open, 
both to the husband and wife, to cuntract a new marriage. Sometimes either 
the husband or the wife becomes irrecoverably imsane and in that case the 
other party should be free to marry again. It is very desirable that these and 
other defects should be removed, and it behoves the leaders of the Pérsi 
community to take action to ensure this result.) 


A correspondent of the same of the 6th April complains that there are 

: three or four gangs of thieves in Bulsér who commit 

Observes that the theives thefts and robberies and escape punishment by taking 

- oe ‘deck 7 oo have care to keep the stolen property in out-of-the-way 
of the nl saute sh tellee- places. There are only nineteen policemen in this 
men. town, which contains a population of ten thousand 
souls. This number is utterly inadequate to perform 

the yarious duties which devolve upon the police, and the duty. of ing the 
town is entrusted to four policemen only. The unprotected state of the town 
has emboldened the thieves. It is to be hoped that the authorities concerned 


will adopt precautionary measures without delay, | 


The Rédst Goftdr (55) of the 4th April, in alluding to the appointment 
of Colonel P. Cox, as the seagate of ~ Port 

| . Trust Committee, on a monthly salary of ru 
gee beret: cickten Urandred, checrves that he is cn Ofer of 
Chairman of the Port Trust the Royal }engineers, and has receiyed some practical © 
Commitiee. education in London in the construction of works. 
| He has been in Bombay for a short time only, and is not 
acquainted with its wants. Hitherto the Chairman of the Committee was one 
of the higher officers of Government. Colonel Baker of the Public Works 
Department was the last Chairman, and received rupees three hundred per 
month. He and his predecessors in office devoted only a portion of their time 
to the work of the Port Trust, and yet they did the work satisfactorily, There 
was no need of a full timed Chairman on so large a salary, particularily at a 
tame when the expenditure needs to be reduced. in, the Chairman should 
not be selected from the Engineering branch, but the office should be 
entrusted to a person well ted with trade and commerce. It is_more- 
over said that the Chairmanship has been filled without the consent of the 
Trustees. Sir Richard is said to have made the appointment before his departure, 

pnd yet the Shetids of Bombay have come ouf to erect 9 statue tohim} 
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‘The same, in alluding to the appointment of Mr. Bosanquet as the First 
Does “epee Searaily fi . f tho ‘dzeradatte +4 
_Does not pve of personally knows no reason for~ | ion 
: degradation of i. ‘ r oye er this able officer. The Marathi contemporaries, how- 

vada. ever, say that it is believed that this independent 
Rs tag Ree officer criticised and pointed out the defects of Sir 
Richard Temple’s harsh measures in connection with famine and forest conser- 
vancy, and advised the adoption of a merciful policy towards the cultivators. 
This drew upon him the displeasure of His Excellency, who is said to have 
ordered his degradation before leaving these shores. If this report be true, this 
ishment of an able, merciful and independent officer is one more instance 

of the wilfulness of Sir Richard. Well informed people assert that Mr. Percival 

and Mr. Nairne, were for similar reasons jmapated to resign the service. 
Mr. Wedderburn, the able Judge of Ahmednagar, is also said to be a victim 
of his displeasure. This appears the more probable from the fact that while 
Sir Richard was Lieutenant-Governor of Beugal, Mr. O’Donnell, a Collector 
in that Presidency, exposed his policy, and was thereupon transferred to an 
unhealthy part of the province of Assam. It is true that Sir Richard did well 
in compelling some lazy officers to be smart and attentive to their duties, but he 
certainly did wrong in compelling respectable officers to resign the service. 
Does-such a Governor deserve a statue ? ae 


The same, in alluding to the re-introduction of the Contagious Diseases Act 

a into Bombay, observes that it is unobjectionable as a 

4 A Rane aig — ani pd for the ag) ation of health. But = it 
jakoe : oe- work satisfactorily? It was once before applied to 
ar a. ae city, but it vas found that its cost was quite 
: incommensurate to the advantages obtainable from it, 

and that the tyranny practised in enforcing it was insupportable. It could not 
check the spread of the disease, it encouraged corruption, and exposed respect- 
able women to the oppression of low people. Seeing these evils, the Corporation 
refused to pay the cost of its retention, and it, therefore, ceased to exist. But 
sevéral experienced gentlemen continued to make complaints about the injury 
done by contagious diseases, and consequently Sir Richard’s Government 
decided upon its re-introduction., The Corporation is not bound to pay half of 
the cost required to bring it into operation as asked by Government; but it is 
said that Sir Richard has left orders that the Manicipality should be compelled 
to give the amount. The Shetidés of Bombay have come out to erect a statute 
to such a wilful Governor, but it is doubtful whether anybody will subscribe. 
(The Loka Mitra (59) of the same date expresses somewhat similar sentiments. ) 


The same, in alluding to the general election, observes that the returns — 


| show that the peaceful people of England disapprove 
net bactied ty Lea ben of the imperial policy adopted by the Conservative 
eousfield’s aduainiebration. administration, which has brought England into diff- 
culties. In short, they have made it obvious that 
they have no more confidence in Lord Beaconsfield’s Ministry. India concurs 
im this opinion. The liberty which the Vernacular Press enjoyed has been 
taken away, the independence of the native population has been curtailed, the 
rights of the natives to higher places under Government have been overlooked, 
breach of trust has been committed in the matter of the famine insurance fand, 
new taxes imposed, a mess has been made of the Afghan war, India has been 
, made to pay its cost, and her finances have been managed fur the benefit of the 
mill-owners of Manchester,—the friends and supporters of the Ministry. 


A correspondent of We pases cheers Soe it is not right that oe 

= mji should take a part in collecting subscriptions 

Ties cee to the fund for valid y stad to Sir Richard Temple. 
nection with the collection of He is the Collector of the License-tax, and in this 
subscriptions to the fund for capacity mixes with all classes in Bombay ; and there 
Tune chard can be no doubt that the people will not refuse to 
subscribe tothe fund, if he merely asks them to do so. 


Since there is a difference of opinion as to whether Sir Richard deserves a statue, 

Mr. Dos&bhai should desist from any interference with the fund. The Rast 

Gofidr approves of these arguments, and observes that the ‘fund has not been 
4uP10—4 [con 62}'' ane | 


° ™ - 


raised with the approval of the people. Sir Richard did nothing to deserv: | 
statue, while, on the other hand, he has left some legacies, the bad effects of 
which will be felt hereafter. For these reasons the people are not willing to sée 
a statue raised to him. As License-tax Collector, Mr. Dosébhai is constantly 
brought in contact with the mercantile and professional classes, which alone are 
likely to subscribe. Hence, it seems but fair that he should not be Secretary to 
the fund. It is true that he will never exercise improper pressure or influence 
on them, but it is against the rules made by Government to entrust to a Govern- 
ment officer the work of raising a fund which cannot be collected without 
exercising private pressure. Since Government are said to have censured the 
subordinates of Mr. Borradaile, the former Collector of Ahmedabad, for collecting 
subcriptions to the fund raised in his memory, it does not seem right that Mr. 
Dosébh4i should be allowed to collect subscriptions to the statue fund. He 
should, therefore, give up his connection, but if he fails to do so, Government 
should compel him to do it. 


The Yajdén Pardst (57) of the 4th April, in alluding to the policy to be 

.., adopted in regard to Afghanistan as declared by Mr. 
policy in Afgtanisten. -Lepel Griffin, observes that it seems improbable that 

/ the British Government will find a person to be 
placed upon the throne of Cabul, who will afford due protection to the British 
Ambassador, who is to be posted at his court. There is more probability that 
he will ultimately find himself in the position in which Yaékub Khan found 
himself. If he shows partiality to Europeans he will incur the serious 
displeasure of the Afghans, and will not be able to remain on the throne without 
external military aid. Hence the policy adopted by the British Government 
cannot be hailed with joy, and the war with that country will not soon end. 
It seems that Kanduhér will be cccupied by British troops, and that the so-called 
scientific frontier will be extended to that province. But if itis annexed to 
the British Empire, the assurances given by the Ministry that the annexation 
pohey will not be adopted with regard to Afghanistan, will be falsified. If - 


er4t is made over to Persia or created into an independent principality, 
numerous complications will ensue. 


The A’rya Mitra (58). of the 4th April condemns the alleged intention of | 
Government to give a bonus of fifty thousand 
of the alleged to Sir John Strachey, on grounds similar tthe 


intention of Government to P 
sien & hance fifty thousand advanced by the Bombay Samdchdr (51) of the 3rd 


-~ John § - instant, and noticed at length in the summary for the 
en ssa | week ending the 3rd April 1880. 


The Loka Mitra (59) of the 4th a son ya that of late Government 

2 ae have posted additional policemen in several vi 
date te ieee wake » Ree of the 1 Deccan at the ~~ of the villagers. The 
for failing to give information reason of this is said to be that those villagers failed - 
to Government of the visits to give information to Government about the dacoits, 
of caecde. _ who were concealed in or near their villages while the 
dacoities were happening. It is true that these people ought to be punished 
for concealing any information about the dacoities which they could well give to 
Government. But it ought not to be forgotten that some of the people failed to 
discharge this duty through ignorance, while others were exceedingly afraid of the 
dacoits, who, it is well known, practised great cruelties, and the police were not 
sufficiently prompt in putting them down. It, therefore, does not seem right 
that all the villagers should be made to bear punishment. The Pdtil and other 
village officers ought to be held nsible for furnishing information in such 
matters, and peti punished for failing to discharge this duty. The Mitra 
hopes that Government will discontinue the practise of punishing whole villages. 


The same, in alluding to the recent Government Resolution the 
admission of matriculated students and University 


Observes that the recent i j 
, ‘ se graduates into the Government service, observes that 


~ the object aimed at by Government is to lend 
pa My a Pe a encouragement to education; bat it does injustice to 


versity graduates will not such persons as are able and well educated as well 
tory. those in Government service who. ieNn¢ 


possess experience 
of official matters, but who have not passed the 
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Matriculation examination. Some means should, therefore, be devised to remove 
Seen y em will be done to she inserenta of: phe clea of persone. Universi 
graduates are to be appointed to places of fifty rupees an meant. but this 
concession is very small compared to the cost and trouble undergone by them 
in securing degrees. It is, therefore, not likely to give them satisfaction, 
more particularly if it is not strictly carried out. | | 
‘The same states that various substances are mixed with ghee and the 
wages Sak P ign oges rcnyooue is sold ~ the ge bee almost 
Ibserves vendors 0 Pp in this country. e use | ~~ 
cae ag athe brings on various ee or hastens the death of 
sickly persons, and hence it is highly desirable that 
Government should severely punish the vendors of such unwholesome food, © 
which is largely consumed in thiscountry. It is very strange that Government 
have not hitherto taken any steps in this matter, but 1¢ is hoped that they will 
not neglect any more to do so, 


Municipahities, 


The Gujarat Mitra (50) of the 4th April, states that it has several times 

: complained that several persons commit nuisance on 

a oe that a, the small hill near the public garden in Surat, and 

cotta Sauk: public visitors are ‘much annoyed by the bad smell which 

proceeds from it, but the grievance has not been yet 

removed. Much dust and dirt are also allowed to be collected on the bank on 

which they sit. The servants employed in the garden can prevent the nuisance 

and keep the bank clean. It is to be hoped that the above complaints of long 
standing will be soon removed. 


The Rést Goftdr (55) of the 28th March observes that Mr. Walton was 
| guilty of a neglect of duty in giving leave to the 
Observes that according to contractor of the Malabar Hill Reservoir to use an 
the Municipal law the Execu- inferior kind of stone, in failing to communicate the 
ARE = abe Bong ened same to the Municipal Commissiener, in passing the 
Boe contractor’s bills which contained charges for the 
superior Worlee stones, in permitting the contractor not only to use the 
Malabar Hill stones which were the property of the Municipality, but also in 
allowing the sale of some of the remaining stones, and in appropriating their 
proceeds, in fuiling to recover afterwards the over-payments made to the 
contractor, and in neglecting to take measurements of the work and in passing 
the bills on a simple guess of the quantity of the work done, in omitting to 
make the plan of a work connected with the reservoir, for the construction 
of which a contract was given; and in failing to discover an alteration 
made by some employés of his department in a document. The 
Executive Engineer has by these acts of omission and commission not only 
inflicted a large pecuniary loss on the Municipality, but has allowed the 
reservoir to be built in such a manner as to $f it probable that it 
will not be of much use; though the Town Council attributes all these 
acts of the Engineer to an error of judgment, yet the public do not concur 
with them, and consider those acts as a shameful ueglect of duty. He 
should, therefore, have been compelled to make good the loss inflicted on the 
Corporation by his conduct, and should have been dismissed from office, as 
authorized by the Municipal Act. The Town Council have, however, failed 
to do this, and have thereby infringed the law. It is gratifying that a 
requisition has been made for convening a meeting of the Corporation to 
consider the subject. It is true that Mr. Walton has not been found guilty of 
fraud. If the same had been proved against him, he would have deserved a 
higher punishment than a mere dismissal from office. His partisans speak of 
his pee services, but none of them have been described by any one, It is also 
said that he has been misled by his subordinates. Even if it be so, he has. 
proved his incapacity for the responsible office he holds, since it could not be. 
assumed that he was ignorant that the publi talked scandal about his whole 
department. But he himself says that he was not misled by his subordinates 
5uP10—4 (con 62] ? 
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‘For these teasons it is hoped that the Corporation will do the justice which has — 
been improperly denied by the Town Council. (The Loka Mitra (59) of the | 


same expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 
The same of the 4th April, in alluding to the assertion made by the 
| B Gazette that forty of water per head 


Makes remarks about the ¢ 
th STidaihed sat Resp Secs cates oor 
observes that so much water may have been t, but it was not all used by 
the people. Since the opening of this lake the ae complaints about the 
ply have not ceased. ) le are afraid that 


shortness of the water-sup 


this lake has not been properly built. Since the Munici ineer has been 
found guilty of sham essness in allowing the Hill Reservoir to 


be constructed of bad materials, there is ground to fear that he might be ty 
of similar neglect in the construction of the Tulsi lake. If he has allowed 
defective walls to be built, so much water must-have leaked out, and has been 
wasted. If this has really happened, Bombay has a bad before it in 
regard to its water-supply, since a large quantity of water will be required to 
work the new underground drain, which is to remove to the sea the night-soil 
of the whole island. It is highly desirable, therefore, that due enquiries should _ 
be made about the soundness of the Tulsi works. (The Loka Mi tra (59), the 

Bombay Chronicle (49), and the Yajdén Parast (57), of the same date express 
somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Loka Mitra (59) of the 4th April observes that the Secretary of State 
) for India has recorded his satisfaction with the 
Observes that the adminis- working of the Bombay Municipality, as described in 
bane = & BE corsa the annual report for 1878, but the rate-payers are of 
wn”, <5 a different opinion. Lord Cranbrook is glad that the 
| financial condition of the Corporation is good, that 
the administration is carried on with due economy, and that the Tulsi lake has 
been able to increase the water-supply. But His Lordship seems ignorant of 
the real state of things. The annual income is undoubtedly large, but, con- 
sidering the de ion of trade and commerce, the rate-payers are over-burdened 
with taxation, and ought to get some relief, which is however not given. As for 
economy, the mess made in the construction of the Malabar Hill Reservoir shows 
how far it is enforced. The limited supply received from the Tulsi lake has 
failed to bring with it due convenience, and the people of Bombay have not 
been benefited, though two costly tanks have been constructed. His Lordship 
has been apparently misled into expressing satisfaction with the working of 
the Corporation by the absence of the above information. 


Native States. 


The Gujardé Mitra (50) the 4th April observes that a Karkun, named 
ois | oe ee ae oe Sdle Hindi, the x9 “ 
complaints agai u manages for a long time the large oO 
a Pala a8 Mil, = which produces the annual revenue of two lacs 
Jankanle Of koris, and has misappropriated a large amount. 
Some of his relations employed in the State oppress 
the people, but complaints made against them are not listened to. The Foujdér 
of the Wisdwadar lis a brother of Mémal. He once shared poles een 
with certain robbers and even now incites them to carry cattle. has 
also done injustice to a Low4n4 woman named Ful. Why does not the Dewan 
rec the complaints made against him? Why is he so much under his 
um | 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
= | Reporter on the Native Press.. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
_- 13th April 1880. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 1st April says ‘‘ There is no better way 
| of convincing aa parverse than by contrast. And the 
Roy agar ap ageing significant contrast which Mr. Fawcett drew the other 
he Lichen a day between England’s attitude towards the colonies 
ails and this unhappy dependency in the matter of financial 
liability ought to have convinced even a purblind ministry of their injustice to 
India. England is bound to defray the entire cost of the Zulu war, and yet she 
grudges to pay even a part of the Imperial an war. The very journals 
which helped to precipitate hostilities, now cry out that England ought to share 
a portion of the tapes , and yet the Under Secretary for India thinks fit to 
argue the point. He cites the opinion of the Viceroy and the whole Executive 
Conncil as to the war being a purely Indian concern, and as to the inadvisability 
in the interest of India herself’ of makin her dependent on E d. What 
argument is this? Why the Viceroy and his Executive Council have had no 
voice in the conduct of the frontier war, notwithstanding all the assertions 
which may be made to the contrary. _And as for the dishonour of India bein 
dependent on England for the cost of saving herself it is positively absurd. 
India is to supply the sinews of England’s wars of aggression, by all means bleed 
_ the unhappy country. She has no voice to raise against national iniquities; but 
do not perpetrate them under the cloak of humanity. Renounce your claims to 
be a civilised Christian government. Itis really sad to find the heirs of a 
nation which has fought and bled for the freedom and independence of 
humanity at large so utterly oblivious of their traditions.” | 
The same says *‘ When it was rumoured that Mr. Bosanquet, the Collector 
| of Coléba, was to be reduced for having tried to set, 
_ Makes remarks in connec- his masters nght on some detail of local administra- 
a with — — . tion, we were incredulous. The rumour, however, is 
s Wirek Kentotens Ocho nor more than a rumour. But we are happy to find that 
| there is enough of sanity in the Government not to 
visit with displeasure the just and humane counsels of a member of the govern- 
ing hierarchy. We thouht it was the policy of the true administrator to 
reward honest advice with promotion and not with degradation. Mulhar Rao 
Gaikawad and similar immaeulate political saints might not tolerate difference 
of opinion. But we thought there was something to choose between such high 
and mighty administrators and Sir Richard Temple and the rest of them. We 
rejoice that even in this brief interim the power of the great is being exercised 
for good. The veteran Collector of whom we have here made mention is one 
of those whose friendliness India will never cease to cherish.” 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 11th April, in a leading article gives the 
ge substance of the report of the Army Commission 
Pg ves of or er presided over by Sir Ashley Eden, and observes that 
State. > --:At_ cannot be stated with certainty as to how the 
: expenditure of the Indian army will be reduced, if 
the recommendations of the Commission are carried out in their entirety, We 
do not believe, says the Native Opinion, that any material reduction can be 
made in it. By forcibly diminishing the armies of Native States, disquiet will 
be produced throughout the country. Before the breaking out of the Afghan 
war, it was the opinion of eminent statesmen that in ease of an invasion of 
India from the north-west, the British Government will not be able to keep 
tranquility in the country as well as to repel the invaders, and at such a 
juncture the forces of Native States will be an additional disturbing element. 
But now that frontier has heen made perfectly secure, and therefore invasion 
18 a contingency which need not be considered. This being the case we do 
not see any justification for again re-opening the question of the reduction of 
the armies of Native Princes. i 
The Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 12th April, in a leading article alludes to the 
ieee a Behe: grant of a bonus of Rs, 50,000 to Sir John Strachey 
tion nes remarks in connec- to re-imburse him for the loss which he suffered on 
af Re. 50,000 to Se Gatt relinquishing the Lieutenant-Governorship of the 
ae ~ “North-West Provinces and on accepting the office of 
‘Finance Minister for India on lower emoluments, and 
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observes that the object of the Government of India in making this present is 
not intelligible to the uninitiated. We are certain, says the Dnydén Prakédsh, 
that if the natives of India had a voice in the Government of their Sir 
John Strachey would have ienced considerable difficulty in obtaining this 
money. During the time he has been Finance Minister he has done nothing 
to deserve the gratitude of the inhabitants of India, and his policy has been 
positively obnoxious to their best interests. In delivering his last Financial 
Statement, Sir John Strachey observed that it would be criminal in him if he 
allowed the revenues of India to be a 


been controverted by his own colleagu 
Sir Alexander Arbuthnot, Mr. Thompson and Mr. Whitley Stokes have declared 
that in managing the finances of India, Sir John Strachey neglected the inter- 
ests of the people of India and allowed himself to be led away by the clamours 
of the merchants of Manchester, and the su interests of a political party 
in England. We also cannot help remarking that it was Sir John Strachey 
who declured that one pound of rice per day was sufficient to sup a human 
ing. It was he who ordered the land revenue to be collected during famine ; 
it was he who imposed the license-tax and exempted the official and richer 
classes from its operation ; it was he who directed the Bombay Government to 
institute criminal proceedings against the Surat Editors ; it was he who diverted 
the Famine Insurance Fund to the payment of the expenses of the Afgan war ; 
in all these matters his conduct has been most reprehensible. To reward bim 
from the taxes raised from a people whom he has so much injured is a strange 
proceeding, but of course there is no contending against might. 


The Mahdrashtra Mitra (7) of the 8th April, says that tigers have been 
creating havoc in the Vdlva Tdaluka of the Sdtdra 
— = Re Dam- Collectorate, and owing to the Disarming Act the 
ing 2 : 
ple have no guns or weapons with them, and are 
therefore unable to defend themselves. Mr. Mactier and other Euro 
gentlemen have gone on a hunting expedition in that direction, but it is im- 
possible to say how many lives will be lost before these ferocious animals are 
destroyed. ‘The British Government looks apon natives as insignificant crea- 
tures. This is evident from the fact that notwithstanding repeated applica- 
tions Government refuses to allow villagers to keep arms. It would be better 
if the British Government were to kill its native subjects itself instead of allow- 
ing them to be devoured by wild animals. Besides, there is no ground for 
saying that crime is more rife among a people who are accustomed to the use 
of arms than among those who are not. It is true that the natives of India are 
a subject race, but it would therefore not do to ignore their wishes altogether. 
They are not likely to rise against their rulers, if they are permitted to use arms. 
It 1s to be hoped that Government will pursue a liberal policy and allow its 
subjects to keep arms. 


The Dayén Chakshu (9) of the 14th April, says that about three years ago it 

— x ruled that er schools should be held onl 

Casale Sap ue ve. me morning during me say of May. This 

neculat Boogie ™ order was passed to prevent boys from exposing them- 

ey Een Ot stg ae fierce ae of the ial but notwithstanding 

order to the contrary. some school-masters in the city of Poona persist in 

holding their schools in the afternoon. It is to be 

hoped that the higher educational authorities will see that the arrangements 
sanctioned for the benefit of boys are strictly carried out. 


The Belgaum Samdchdr (15) of the 12th April, in a leading article gives a 
: variety of reasons for showing that transferences of 
Complains that the Deputy officials and their subordinates under. certain circum- 


rs Ps of Bel- stances from one locality to another are beneficial, and 
transfers among then proceeds to state that the Deputy Educational 


masters in his district. Inspector of um has transferred about forty 
es school-masters to different places within his jurisdic- 
fion without any ey cause, and with positive injury to themselves and to 
the public service. Thi gentleman delights in sending orders to poor and 
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paid school-masters to remove from one village to another at the 
shortest notice. It is to be hoped that he will be prevented from proceeding in 
this way in future. 
The Shubha Suchak (17) of the 9th gr alludes to the degradation of 
: ‘o Mr. ea 2a = trp that “ Seeger is 
_ Makes remarks im connec- quiet and agreeable in his manners, and is very seldom 
Mr. — . angry. This is unfortunately not the dase ‘With many 
young Civilians, who often exhibit their feelings when 
in authority in a manner uncomfortable to those who have to deal with them. 
Mr. Bosanquet is also noted for his independence of character, and is besides 
kindly disposed towards the ryots. These qualities are rarely to be found now- 
a-days among public servants. Since the inauguration of the Imperial system of 
Government, obedience to the powers that be is the only thing which is likely 
to lead to advancement, while plain-speaking and a desire to look after the 
interests of the subject race are not tolerated. It would seem as if it was the 
intention of Government that officials should not have an opinion of their own 
and should never urge it in opposition to Government. It would be well if 


some one would find out why truth and independence of character have lost 
their value. 


The Kalpataru (18) of the 11th April, in a leading article says that from 
_ the publication of the recent Resolution on the subject 


Makes remarks about the of the admission of natives into the public service, it 
a are pom oe seems to be the desire of Government to give increased 


‘nage om facilities to the employment of educated men. This 
—— is laudable sedoubh y, but at the same time there 
is no reason why the legitimate rights of old servants should be ignored. There 
is nothing to show that the public service has suffered from the employment of 
men ignorant of the English language, and hence the present Resolution ought 
not to have retrospective effect. The new rules have completely damped the 
ardour of those who are already in service, and in order to prevent disappoint- 


ment it is to be hoped that they will be enforced only against those who will 
enter hereafter. 


The Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 8th April, but received on the 


_ 12th, in continuation of the article headed ‘* Does 
C one ee any body care for India” ? which appeared in its last 
dicaell to ths eadives. two issues, alludes to the Civil Service question. The 
usual arguments are brought forward to show that it 
is a great injustice to the natives to hold the examination in England and to 
fix the age of the candidates so low as nineteen years. The writer regrets that 
the justice-loving people of England should allow this injustice to be committed 
to an important dependency of the British Empire, and exhorts them to remove 
it. This subject has frequently appeared in the Native Press and has been 
many times noticed in these summaries, and hence it has been considered not 
to deserve a more lengthy notice in this place. 


The Bombay Chronicle (49) of the 11th April observes that in accordance 

0 with the Resolution by the Secretary of State 
Pec sahty Bh ar om for India in Council, Sir John Strachey is to get a 
bonus of fifty escaped bonus of fifty thousand rupees on ceasing to hold the — 
. office of the Finance Minister. The reason for making 
this present is said to be that, more than two years ago he to resign the 
Lieutenant-Governorship of the North-West Provinces, in order to perform the 
duties of the Finance Minister, in accordance with the wishes of the then Gov- 
ernment. It is true that he showed no scruples about carrying out the wishes 
and orders of the Secretary of State and the Viceroy. The Ministry wished that 
a portion of the import duties on cotton goods should be abolished, and Sir 
John made arrangements that it might be easily done. He silently submitted 
to the Viceroy’s desire to impose the license-tax in order to constitute the 
Famine Insurance Fund. A recommendation was made to him to increase the 
salt duty, and he conveniently ate at that the increase would not prove a heavy 
burden to the people. He allowed the surplus which was discovered in the 


miserably-pa 


accounts after the stoppage of remunerative public works to be spent upon the 
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Afghan war. He confirmed the denial made by the Viceroy that it was pro- 
mised that the Famine Insurance Fund would not be diverted to any other 
than its legitimate object. The Ministry willed that India should pay the 
whole cost of the Afghan war, and the Viceroy resolved to carry out their 
wishes, and Sir John accounts in such a way as to enable the latter 
to give effect to his resolution. Lord Beaconsfield had declared that the war with 
Afghanistan was an upshot of Euro complications, and was made in the 
interests of the British Empire. Notwithstanding this announcement, the 
Viceroy asserted that it was in defence and for the benefit of India, and Sir 
John seconded him. Thus the Finance Minister submitted to their wishes and 
pleased them. But, on the other hand, he did nothing to protect and advance 
the interests of India. He abolished a portion of the import duties on cotton 

and sacrificed a large annual revenue. He increased the miseries of the 
people by increasing the salt duty. He levied the license-tax on the poor of 
this country, and exempted from its operation the Euro Officials. He 
allowed the Famine Insurance Fund to be diverted to an illegitimate purpose. 
He kept the State accounts in such a way as to make it hard to understand 
them. On seeing the account produced by him, Parliament ordered the stoppage 
of remunerative public works. Aftertheir discontinuance Government resolved 
to charge India the cost of the Afghan war, and then Sir John showed a surplus 
instead of a deficit in the revenues. He permitted this surplus to be spent 
upon the war. His employers may approve of these acts, but the prose and 
considerate people condemn them, and do not think him deserving of the bonus. 


The same, in alluding to the memorial which is being prepared by certain 
. influential citizens of Bombay, requesting the Muni- 
Advices the Municipal Cor- cipal Corporation not to consent to pay half the cost 
poration of Bombay not to of the working of the Contagious Diseases Act, ob- 
pay, alt fhe con or me serves that nobod bject to the foundation of 
working of the Contagious ody can objec e foundation of an 
Diseases Act. hospital for their cure and the Municipality may con- 
tribute to its maintenance. But the Act authorizes 
the apprehension and confinement of public prostitutes in this hospital, and this 
- authority gives rise to diverse evils which have been described before by the 
Chronicle. It is said that if the Corporation refuses to pay half the cost of the 
working of the Act, Government will subtract the same from the contribution of 
ninety thousand rupees which they pay annually on account of the police. It 
is to be hoped that Government will do nothing of the kind. But if it does so, 
the Corporation ought to express its disapproval, and to take proper steps to 
prevent them from doing it. Sir Richard Temple seems to be the author of the 
resolution to re-introduce this Act since it is like his other wilful doings. 


The Gujardt Mitra (50) of the 11th April states that the Collector of Surat 

has issued a circular to the authorities of the villages 

Requests Government toas- and towns in his jurisdiction to invite recruits for 

a shee bs mony canggen of the enlistment in the army. For some reason or other 
: te amy this order has, it is said, produced an impressi 

ble enlistment for the army order has, it is said, produced an impression on 

is intended. the minds of the lower classes of the villagers that a 

forcible enlistment will be made, and they have there- 

fore absconded from their homes. If this report be true, it behoves Govern- 

ment to assure the villagers through the village authorities that no forcible 

enlistment is intended. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (51) of the 14th April, in ang to the draft of a 
Medical Registration law which the passed practi- 
Mey, athe of the pro- tioners of European medicines are preparing for sub- 
Act for the city of Bombay.  ™ission to the local Legislative Council, observes that 
the draft is similar to the Medical Registration Act of 
England. No objection can be advanced against it if it will not prohibit un- 
registered practitioners from administering medicines. Among the unpassed 
doctors, there are several who are able and experienced and ought to be placed 
in the same class as passed practitioners. The English Act has not been able to 
prohibit quacks from practising, and a similar result will, in all probability, 
arise in this country. The proposed law confers on the registered practitioners 
the rights of being admitted into Government service, of giving malice! opinion 
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in a court of law, and of a from legal responsibility in case of 
injury done to their patients. The Indian quacks, who will not 
under it, will not get these rights, but they will not be worse for it. It will 
almost be an impossible task to. decide that the practitioners of the different | 
of native medicines are fit for registration under the Act. A committee 
of the passed practitioners of Europe medicines will very likely be appointed to 
examine and decide which of the unpassed practitioners are fit for being regis- 
tered. But as they are ignorant of the different native medical systems, they 
will not be able to examine and decide which of the Vaidyas or practitioners of 
Hindu medicines, or of the Hakims or practitioners of Persian or Arabic medi- 
cal are fit for registration. Again, it will also be a difficult business to 
decide which of the unpassed practitioners of Europe medicines are fit to be 
allowed to practice. In short, the proposed law will cause the utmost trouble, 
and there is no advantage derivable from it. (The Wepdr Wartamdn (54) of 
the same date, and the Loka Mitra (59) of the 11th, express similar sentiments. ) 


The same of the 15th April is glad that His Excellency the Acting 
Governor of Bombay paid a visit last week to Sir 
Makes observations in con- Jamsetji Jijibhdi and to several other native gentlemen 
nection with Mr. Ashburner’s o¢ their residences. This mode of visiting conspicuous 
visit to certam natives m ° ° ‘ 
Bombay. natives is new, but is sure to produce many advantages, 
and to lead to a close and h intercourse between 
the governors and the governed, and ought, therefore, to be kepton. However, 
many more gentlemen than those visited by His Excellency ought to have 
received the honor of a visit from him, and it is to be hoped that this will be 
done in future. The good object aimed at by His Excellency in paying these 
visits will be better carried out by including more gentlemen in the roll. 


The same, in alluding to the elevation of Lord Lytton to an Earldom for his 
! Indian services, observes that Lord Beaconsfield has 
Says that Lord Lytton is conferred this title for the hearty support given by the 
De Baty 02 be Pleased with Viceroy to His Lordship’s Indian policy. But Lord 
by Lord Beaconsfield. Lytton is not likely to be pleased with this favor. ~ 
His acts as the supreme authority in India are not 
very creditable to him, and hence the title given as a reward for those services 
is not likely to gratify him. His Indian career is about to close, and he has 
therefore no further opportunity of redeeming his past conduct. 


The same of the 16th April is glad that the Secretary of State has ordered 
‘ i i the repeal of the Cotton Frauds gid since by produced 
dati many inconveniences to cotton e, and imposed a 
ary ae eoeree Shagant baey tax on it for the maintenance of the department 
: engaged to prevent frauds in this important article of 
the Indian trade. In issuing the above order Lord Cranbrooke observes that 
care should be taken that after the repeal of this Act frauds are not encouraged, 
and special arrangements should be made to carry out this object. Ifnecessary, 
some sections of the Cotton Act of 1851 should be revived, and the work of pro- 
secuting the perpetrators of frauds should be left to the individual who may 
suffer by them; or if it be thought desirable to do so, the Cotton Act of 1863 
should be revived after repealing the sections relating to the creation of the 
Cotton Frauds Department and the imposition of a duty on cotton. The Bombay 
vernment seems to have approved of the latter recommendation, but it is a 
wrong selection. After repealing the abovementioned two provisions, the — 
Cotton Act of 1863 will be less harsh than it is at present ; but it is not beneficial 
to keep it hanging over the heads of cotton merchants even in its milder form. 
Most of them are not less desirous and careful than Government itself that no 
frauds should occur in cotton, and they should be, therefore, freed from all legal 
trammels of even a mild nature. If it however be thought that there should be 
some legal control, the first of the abovementioned two recommendations of the | 
State Secretary should be adopted, as it will prove quite effective to accomplish 
the object aimed at. The general law which punishes frauds in all articles of 
trade is quite sufficient to check fradulent trangactions in cotton, and to autho- 
rize the injured party to seek redress in a court of law. _ 
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The Rdst Goftdr (55) of the 11th April observes that the Native Opinion 


rightly suggests that a native gentleman acquainted 


5 the 
e aggoots agp tment with municipal affairs should be appointed to act for 


- Mr. Grant. Among Euro Sir Frank Souter was 
unicipal Commissionership. peas 
- considered fit for the post, but he has refused the 
appointment. Major Daniell and Mr. Keyser of Poona are not acquainted 
with the cmunitipel affairs of Bombay and will not do for the place. . Weir 
is fit for it; but why not appoint any of the native Town Councillors or 
members of the Corporation to the post Mr. Dosébhéi Frdmji will do ve 
well; but if he caiaok be spared Nowroji Fardunji may be ieintiated 
Both these gentlemen possess cgi ability hd vast experience. If His Excel- 
lency the Acting Governor appoints a native gentleman to this honourable post, 
he will lay the native community under deep obligations. 


The same, in alluding to the report that Lord Lytton will resign the Indian 


Viceroyalty on a change in the Ministry, observes that 


Observes that Lord Lytton’s it ie after a long time that a Viceroy has had to resign 
administration was  coi- 


his post in consequence of the resignation of the 
taiwdtacin Ministry, and Lord Lytton must thank himself for 
_ _this unfortunate result. India was hitherto ruled in 

her own interests and independently of the ruling party in England. But His 
Ls allowed her to be made subservient to the tactics of the Conservative 
For instance, he abolished a portion of the import duties on cotton 

and decided that India should pay the cost of the Afghan war at a time 

when the Famine Insurance Fund which the Government had promised would 


not be diverted from its legitimate p , was spent upon an improper object, 
and it was found necessary that not Foaty a new taxes should be imposed upon the 
Be but a loan without interest should be obtained from England. These 
things were done in order that the Ministry should not lose its inflaence among 

ple of England. His Lordship ought nct to have done them. Lord 
Northbrook preferred to father than be instrumental in the abolition of 
i import duty on cotton . Other Viceroys have shown similar independ- 
ence in administering the affairs of this country. Lord Lytton not only sub- 
mitted to the dictates of the Ministry in sacrificing Indian interests, but 
advocated their propriety. Hisispeech on the last Indian Budget was more a 
reply to Messrs. Gladstone, Bright and Fawcett than any thing else. The latter 
ha now come into power, it is quite natural that His Taciehin should find 
compelled to resign his post. (The Yajdién Parast (57) of the same 


date, and the Akhbdére Sauddgar (53) of the 12th, express somewhat similar 
sentiments. ) 


The Yajdén Parast (57) of the 11th April, in alluding to the report that 


the sovereignty of Kandahar will be conferred on 


Observes that vy — to Sher Ali Khan, and that a British Agent with some 
annex Kandahar the Bri- 
tinh Magis them: to .aive it force will reside there, observes that this arrangement 


away to Shere Ali Khan. is tantamount to the indirect annexation to the British 

Empire of a portion of the Afghan territory. But it 

= Be the British Government the grave responsibility of maintaining 

uiet in a foreign country. Hence it seems better that Kandahar 

should b ie tly annexed to the British Empire. To dispose of it in this 

way mandi ha wld t0 be a satisfactory result of a war carried on at a large 
sacrifice of money, and the lives of brave soldiers. 


The same observes that there can be no wonder that the Native Press of 


this country unanimously wishes for the defeat of the 

mat a3 Motive Br Conservatives and the suceess of the Liberals in the 
Lihewsle present elections for Parliament. The former, while 
in office, introduced imperialism and curtailed the 

independence of India. They enacted the gagging Act and stopped India from 
y giving vent to on feelings ane sentiments. ‘They gave up a revenue of 
twenty lacs of ru repos oy abolishing a portion of the a duties on cotton 
goes simply to p Recrree | of PMisiatliaater. They imposed the distaste- 


ful license-tax, ad threw on India the heavy cost of the , Afghan war which 
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England onght to pay, as the hostilities were commenced in her interests. The 
Native Press, on the other hand, properly sees that India will be benefited by the 
Liberals on their — into power. Even if all the high expectations entertain- 
ed of them are not ed, they are sure to bring the ruinous war to an 
early conclusion, they are sure to rescend the new Press Act, to discontinue the 
Tory policy of benefiting others at the cost of India, to restore peace in Europe, 
_Asia and Africa, and to revive trade and commerce, which are so much depressed 
of late. | 


The same observes that the St ay Medical Registration Act will raise the 
position of the passed medical practitioners and will 


Approves of the proposed protect the people from the cheats, who assume the title 


a ee A of apothecaries. The former will then be able to 
know what proficient doctors are within their reach, and whom it is most 
advantageous to consult. Government ought, therefore, to have no objection to 
pass into a law the draft which is being prepared by the passed medical practi- 
tioners of this country and Europe practising in this city. 


The Samsher Badhddur (61) of the 9th April, but received on the 12th, 

) observes that Government have not done well in 

Requests Government to ordering that the subscriptions collected for the 
withdraw oo ‘° Borradaile Memorial Fund should be returned to their 
ee aka Feat i ne donors, since the order has been passed 
to their respective contri- without giving a hearing to the committee of the fund. 


butors. Some influential inhabitants of Ahmedabad started the 

movement, and they are sorry to see that Government 
have treated them with slight in this matter, The modus operandi of the 
collection of this fund was not different from that adopted recently in Bombay 
for collecting subscriptions to a fund to erect a statue of Sir Richard Temple, 
and from that resorted to in Surat some time ago for raising a memorial fund 
for a retiring Councillor. If Government suspects that the subscriptions for the 
Borradaile Memorial Fund have been collected by exercising undue pressure, 
they should appoint a Commission to make an enquiry as to whether it is so, and 
should punish those who are guilty of it. If this is not done, and the present 
order to return the subscriptions to the respective contributors is allowed to 
remain in force, the laudable practice of doing good acts in memory of bene- 
volent officers of Government will be seriously discouraged. 


A correspondent of the same of the 9th April, but received on the 

| : 12th, observes that the conduct of His Excellency 

_ Observes that the railway Sir Richard Temple was never straightforward. He 
ha ae 4 hy Oe a had in whatever he did some secret object. behind 
ee rs mee mes" the one he professed. His administration was out- 
eae wardly liberal, but was inwardly oppressive. There 
are a number of small States in the fruitful Province of K4thidwar, and it 
was very desirable that they should be brought into a closer connection 
with the rest of India by means of a railway. Sir Richard knew this, and 
_ Induced the Chiefs of Bhavnagar and Gondal to construct the railway which 
has emptied their treasuries. The work was hastened by him apparently with 
the intention of completing it during his administration. But he did not seem 
to care how much land would be taken up by this railway, and whether com- 
pensation would be paid for it. The work is nearly finished, but no compen- 
sation has been yet paid to the persons who have lost their lands. Government 
should now appoint an officer to settle and pay compensation to them, and it 
seems that Bhévnagar will have to incur a debt to satisfy the demand. Thus 
Nir Richard has thrown these Réjés into difficulties in order to carry out his 


* 


own object. 


The Broach Wartamén (64) of the 8th April, but received on the 12th, 

. Observes that legislative enactments and the rules 

op Government to made in conformity to them are promulgated through 

ee of oe and go a the Government Gazette only, and, consequently, the 

‘cations stuck up in ccaspieun. Public have no means of becomi uainted with 
k up in consp Rag Fe ego Teas 

pus places. them, and individuals often unknowingly infringe 

| : them. Recently two Pérsis of Broach were fined by 


a ee te 


is 


: 
4 


% 


ry from ae = to gph a yuantit it - of 


Tiquor, for baying ‘which 


‘whatever to do so purpose] 
yt enka the law, it tebotes 


persons owingly 
me} bee Stirred ugh the Government 

Gazette, but ihc by means of newspapers and notifications stuck up in con- 

spicuous 


Munveipahiies. 


The — Waibhavw (19) of the 2nd April says that the Municipal 
authorities of Dhulia have ruled that owners of carts 
Pe e of gue a or cattle will not in future be permitted to leave them 
of Dhulis. in front of houses. This order was made known in 
Dhulia a few days ago by beat of drum, and it was 
enforced on the last*market-day to the great annoyance of the cartmen, who had 
come there with goods from distant villages. Ofcourse they did not know the 
order in question, and hence could not be held nsible for not observing it. 
Séveral carts and bullocks were seized and were lodged in a certain place until 
the owners payed the requisite penalty. This proceeding was very harsh and 
ill-judged, and caused the utmost inconvenience. and in anjary to the cartmen. 
It is to be hoped that the President of the Municipality will see that these poor 
people are not eecage to similar ill-treatment again. 


will have to be elected. me of them have held the 
office for a long time, some are members of one family, 
some appear to hold the appointments hereditarily, while some others do not 

sufficient education to be uf use to the Corporation. The Hitechchhu then 
gives a list of the names of the Commissioners, and tries to prove some of the 
assertions made above. It also requests the Collector of Ahmedabad not to 


re-elect them, and to appoint in their places educated persons, such as pensioned 
Mamledérs, Vakils, Masters of Schools, &c. 


A correspondent of the Yajdén Parast (57) of the 11th April observes that 


: the trenches dug for the new drainage works in Bombay 
Observes that the trenches are not filled up for weeks together, and prove asource 
eid “opel =e — of great annoyance tothe public. Accidents frequently 
bright lights should oe occur. Men and animals very often fall into them, 
all along them at night. _ and are seriously hurt. Dim lights are placed at 
night to ae sg the position of the ‘ansichen, but 

they prove of little use to . It is desirable for the due safety of the 
passengers that bright lights ° Berka be placed at certain distances from each 


other all along ‘ee trenches. If Ba ssatedia omits to do this, the Town 
Council ought to see that it is done. 


Railways. 


‘The Arunodoya (13) of the 11th A pril, in a leading article says that of late 


the sethesities of the G. I. P Railway have begun. to 


mae —_— shout the treat their third class native passengers in a most 


third class passengers are ‘Cruel and unjustifiable manner. Until within the 
subjected by the authorities last three Pie native third class passengers were 
of the G. I. P. Railway. carried in brake-vans over the Bhore and Thull 


_ Ghéut inclines only, but now they are conveyed 


In these miserable all the way from Bombay to Poona or Nasik. 


_ The inconveniences chy are really unbearable. There is | practically no ventila- 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


. The Indian Spectator (1) of the 18th April says ‘“‘ The scheme of registration 

as contemplated by the medical profession of Bombay 
—" Poa gi sical Revi the looks very well as it stands. But if its object is to do 
pi — away with native Vaids and Hakims altogether, we 


) must take this opportunity of entering a protest gt 
its hasty introduction. The profession J roe owes it to itself and the 
ublic to put down quackery ; but a scheme which may work satisfactorily in 
England or elsewhere may do more evil than good in a society like that of 
pcan sf It is but fair that our medical graduates and those educated by the 
light of modern European science should be saved the trouble of a competition 
with unscrupulous charlatans. But this must be done in a way not to arouse 
the suspicion of the masses, which is most likely to be the case if a hurried 
legislation is resorted to. In the first place our licensed practitioners must win 
the confidence of the public, which is the shortest way to popularity. As it is 
they are far from popular, and this is the case not so much on account of the 
ignorance of the people as on account of some inherent defects in the leensed 
profession itself, and. its inadaptability to the requirements of the people. ‘The 
fees levied by the licensed native practitioner are too heavy for the poorer classes, 
whilst the European doctor is a luxury absolutely forbidden even to the well4o-do. 
Then again, European medicines ‘ad European modes of treatment are not alws 
ble to the native patient. Thus, therefore, to the majority of the atu 
help of the licensed practitioner 1s forbidden-either on account -of -p ‘or 
caste prejudices. Things, no doubt, look considerably better at this day in both 
directions than they did a few yearsago. ‘The graduate is less exorbitant in 
the matter of his fees, and the poor and ignorant have learnt to avail them- 
selves largely of gratuitous medical relief. Still there are thousands in eve 
quarter of the town whose faith in native medicine is unshaken, and who wi 
on no account be induced to desert their Vaids and Hakims. We might also 
remind our European friends that Vaids and Hakims are not all quacks. There 
are Hindus and Mahomedans whose treatment of all kinds of Indian diseases, 
and whose exalted notions of the healing art would put to shame any of your 
licentiates who measure their abilities by the length of the bills they inflict 
upon the unhappy patients. So let the scheme in contemplation be discussed 
with due care. We are not quite prepared to say there is no need of something 
like the legislation proposed. But such law, if needed, ought to be applied to 
the whole of India, and its operation ought not to extinguish the nghts of 
intelligent and conscientious though unlicensed native practitioners—men who 
are doctors by birth, by tradition and by training. With such serious difficul- 
ties we cannot see how the registration scheme could work with advantage.” 


The same in another article says ‘‘ Those who know anything of life in 
India will think twice before denying the fact that 

Makes remarks on the race race consideration has always influenced the conduct 
Sootang.= faeie. of public affairs in this country. Turn whichever 
way you like, the white man gets the better of the native on all occasions. In 
the street or in the tram-car or on board the steamer, the ‘ European gentleman’ 
will take precedence of the native, however superior the latter may be 1n position 
and intelligence. It is ridiculous to ignore this fact, it is equally ridiculous to 
lament it. The white man has a right, if not moral, at all events conventional, 
to go before the native. This assumed superiority is a privilege of the heaven 
born ; and the native must cheerfully submit to it, however galling it may be 
to his: sense of patriotism. But the influence of this prescribed superiority 
extends much further. It has a free play in the discharge of public duties. 
Who has not heard of many a Harvpews 1 prisoner against whom the Judge may 
have publicly reserved the award of capital punishment, acquitted by a generous 
European jury without a stain on his honour? The Judge may throw up | 


his hands in despair; but he dare not go amp the jury or the prisoner. 


Euro are tender of their countrymen’s honour; they would not like to 
see him made an example of, whatever may be the nature of his public offence. 
Europeans in this country do not own to the frailties of their nature. To them 


he 
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it would be the loss of national prestige to find a tainted sheep in theit flock. 
Hence, frequent acquittals take place in spite of overwhelming moral and legal 
evidence. But it-would be out of — to proceed further with our. essay. It 
is sufficient to say that race feeling is generally at work where E 
delinquency is concerned ; and that it invariably exerts a demoralizing influence, 
neither re-assuring a the i native ~~ nor conducive to the ultimate 
of Europeans themselves. Reverting to the question in hand, we with 

ns malay Gazette that race feeling has had a good deal to do with the ¢ svcbraae 
of the contract for the Malabdér Hill Reservoir. According to our contemporary, 
natives in general, the native press in particular, and more especially the Gujardti 
portion of it, are to blame for this ebullition of race feeling. Now, the facts point 
the other way. Let us be very plain at this stage. Who has been guilty of serious 
professional irregularities ? A European. Who tried to hush up the matter when 
discovered ? A coterie of Europeans. Who tried to bungle the discussion when 
a discussion could not be avoided ? A clique of European citizens. Who tried 
to bolster the bungle when the affair grew into a drawn battle? The tribe of 
European Town Councillors. Who tried to throw dust in the eyes of the public ? 
The race of European Reporters. And lastly, who have been trifling with truth 
in the defence of a weak cause ? Unfortunately European journalists. It would 
be ungrateful not to acknowledge here the service rendered by other Europeans 
in this matter to the cause of justice and fair play. Constituted as the Indian 
public is, it is impossible for native leaders to achieve any moral triumph 
without the support of independent English friends. We rejoice to note that 
every day European sympathy for the just cause, even though it be espoused by 
natives, 1s becoming more and more pronounced. ‘To enter into a few salient 
points of detail our worthy contemporary says ‘the English dailies have studi- 
ously avoided prejudicing the issue of the case.’ How singularly incorrect is this 
assertion! The dailies have been guilty both of sins of omission and commission. 
We are then told that European members are perfectly prepared to severely 
censure the Executive Engineer. Had this been so, poor Mr. Walton would not 
have had to suffer what he has been suffering for the last few days. It was 
only when his friends attempted to shield him from this ‘severe censure’, that 
the long-suffering public rose against them. Further, the natives are cha 
with a ‘determination to effect Mr. Walton’s absolute ruin.’ To what extent 
of error will bitterness of heart lead even a sensible writer? This charge has 
been ably met by ‘A Citizen’ in his excellent letter in Tuesday’s Gazette, in which 
the honour of the Native Press and public has been amply vindicated. The latter 
is couched in mild but convincing language, and we are glad our contemporary 
has appreciated its sentiments. In taking leave of the subject for the present 
we must not forget to enter a protest against the Gazette’s unwarranted attack 
on the Gujarati papers. The only offender in this class that we know of is the 
Rdst Goftar. It was not fair, therefore, to speak of the Gujardéti Press in general. 
Many of these respectable newspapers had been enjoying well earned repose. But 
the censure administered by the Gazette has roused the ancient warriors. Shaking 
off the sleep of ages the Jéme Jamsed and the Akhbére are up in arms. It isa 
satisfaction to note that vigour and vitality have not deserted these heroes of 
by-gone journalism. They seem to have reserved powder and shot for a very 

ial occasion, and when the time came they both fired the grapeshot of 
logical arguments, making ugly holes in what is now the Rampart Row broad 
sheet. May the Gujardti Press, loyal to the public and to the State, flourish an 
ever green plant.” | 


The Indu Prakash (3) of the 19th April, in a leading article says that ever 
since the adyent of the English, all the principal 
u weree > semerke ee - trades and professions in India have been monopolised 


by ishmen, and this has resulted in the 


impoverishment of the country. e natives of India do not know their own 
interests. They blindly follow the lead of Europeans and abandon any under- 
taking which does not meet with their approval. As an instance in point, the 
writer mentions the new scheme for the registration of medical practitioners 
called Vaids and Hakims. [If it is carried out, it will prove positively hurtful 
to the best interests of the natives, but notwithstanding this fact, many native 
doctors are enthusiastic about its adoption. Since the introduction of the 
2uP24—4 (oon 131] 


giF s 
> hg Sete 
i) ae 
. Says BY 
Qt eee 


5 


Euro system of medicines into India, various Euro and native doctors 
have wert enormous fortunes, but their greed is not satisfied, and they wish for 
- q farther increase in the area of their practice. These men are bent upon 
ruining Vaids and Hakims. If their pro are eanctioned. by Government 
and the local legislature, the masses will have to suffer great inconveniences at 
times. It is-true that the existence of Vaids agd Hakims is detrimental to the 
interests of practitioners of European medicines, but that is no reason for 
depriving the great bulk of the people of medical aid. There are many rich 

ns in Bombay, yet few only can afford to pay for native doctors. The 
Vaids and Hakims are not so exacting, and hence they are more sought for by 
the general public. Besides, the poorer classes have perfect confidence in those 
who practice the old system of medicine, while the European system of medicine 
is not equally appreciated. Innumerable instances can be shown where Vaids 
and Hakims have effected cures after simply examining of a patient’s pulse. 
The scheme for registering Vaids and Hakims has been s from purely 
selfish motives. There are many eminent practitioners among them aghese 
treatment is preferred to that of European doctors by persons who can-aifford to 
pean medical assistance. Again, the Mérwiris and other trading 


pay for Euro : 
classes would under no circumstance receive assistance from the practitioners of 
European medicines. In surgical operation the Vaids and ims are™met 
proficient, but this deficiency alone does not warrant the passing of a law whieh 
would cause the utmost annoyance and inconvenience to the great bulk of the 
poor people of Bombay. In conclusion, the Indy Prakash that the 
principal public bodies should petition Government against the adoption of this 
stheme and against its receiving legal sanction. 
The same in its local news states that scenes of the most disgusting description 
a i a nat r seen a Bagg and oes 
; - uring night. It is not safe for a respectable 
sad aie: igen i walk co this road after ten o'clock. All kinds 
of —. — are passing to and fro until 
three in the morning, and they indalge in filthy and obscene language. Such 
cles are calculated to corrupt the public morals, and it is, therefore, to be 
mee that the Police authorities will take steps to prevent such unseemly 
exhibitions. 
The Native Opinion (4) of the 18th April, in a leading article says that if it 
be true that the object of Government is the happiness 
_ Makes remarks in connec- of the governed, then it is necessary for 
pes wena Shaw es ® the rulers of India to know the opinions of their sub- 
marisa Ad a oer In order to ascertain this accurately, Mr. Shaw 
Stewart has made certain suggestions to the Secretary 
of State for India. He says that there should be a central council composed of 
representatives of the people from the different collectorates, and this assembly 
should be consulted on all questions affecting the well-being of the natives. 
This proposal is extremely good and calculated to answer the end in view. 
Mr. Shaw Stewart also suggests that all Government servants should be excluded 
from this council. This idea is capital. Whenever officials take part in any 
matter concerning the administration of the country, they are apt to look after 
the interests of Government only, and this leads the non-official community to 
follow their lead, and thus Governmént never comes to know the real sentiments 
of the people. The adoption of Mr. Shaw Stewart’s proposal, therefore, will 
have a most beneficial effect. Of late our rulers have shown a desire to know 
the opinions of their subjects, and for this they have introduced the 
practice of sppeinting independent natives to the Legislative Councils. But the 
selections made have not always been happy, and hence the benefits which were 
expected have not flowed from the measure. Besides, the official element pre- 
ponderates and the non-official element is not sufficiently streng to make its 
influence felt. Government has also at different times invited the opinions of 
local associations and has sometimes appointed Commissions to elicit the 


is, therefore, to be hoped that the proposals of Mr. Shaw Stewart, which tend in 


opinions of natives. All these facts tend to confirm the belief that our governors | 
are willing to ascertain what their subjects think on administrative matters. It 


"aah PES ot var dS ee 
¥ im Es * a Be am ey by Bie oy ope « 
$ ake Pad t ; » él ety aye Stas ee ia ie tous i gtd ica te ee y 
wate” eae i ately «ear 1s uae Pmt De pa gene ee . Re RN A hy ees ; 
ee Pr RL: 8 oh ge ee Pe. Ae <a tee ae ee ee LL 


tf 
“¢ 


Pu % 
of Le , v8 
ee eo 4 as oe Dee 


“ direction will receive due consideration from Government and the 
public. — | , 


/ 


The same in another article gives the statistics of the general election 
which has just taken place, and states other 
- Makes comments in con- things that both Sir Richard Temple and Mr. ean 
ih Rid Mee ef ager gg have failed to obtain seatsin Parliament. Sir Richard 
Maclean. pies * ‘Temple’sancesters were always Liberalsand Sir Richard 
Temple himself also held the same views; but since 
_ the accession of the Conservatives to power in 1874, it came to be generally 
thought that they would continue to predominate in the next Parliament, and 
hence Sir Richard Temple cast in his lot with the Conservative party. He most 
likely determined upon this step with an ultimate eye to the Governor General- 
ship of India, but the decisive success of the Liberal has completely dis- 
concerted his plans. No one is likely to mourn his defeat except those who 
were instrumental in getting up the address and the memorial. Mr. Maclean’s 
aspirations soared even higher. He thought that because he conducted a lead- 
ing journal in Bombay, talked nonsense at Municipal meetings and freely 
abused natives, therefore he could easily beat Mr. Grant Duff. Any ble 
European would have shrunk from the contest, but perhaps Mr. lean 
imagined that because his impudence was tolerated in Bombay, therefore it 
would be tolerated in Scotland. On the day of the election Mr. Maclean asked 
the suffrages of the electors on the absurd ground that he was both a Liberal 
and a Conservative. Upon this he was asked to state on which side of the House 
of Commons he would sit. He replied that he would sit on the Conservative 
side. This reply was received with hissing, and Mr. Maclean had to beat a 
hasty retreat. 


The Dnydén Prakdsh (5) of the 22nd April, in a leading article alludes to 
the massacre of Sir Louis Cavagnari and Major 
Makes remarks on Afghan Wandby, and among other things says that the British 
mes Government has been for the last two years and a 
half endeavouring in 2 variety of ways to subjugate the Afghans, but the task 
has not yet been accomplished. It seems to be the habit of the Afghans to 
keep on friendly terms with foreigners for a short time ‘and then to attack 
them. This peculiar temperament of theirs was fully brought out during the 
fearful crisis of 1842, but notwithstanding the British Government has not 
profited by the lessons learnt from that war. Carried away by the idea of 
securing a scientific frontier, it has not hesitated to enter upon undertakings 
of doubtful utility and questionable character. In no country will the 
inhabitants remajn permanently contented under a purely military despotism. 
Our rulers, says the Dnydn Prakdsh, ought to haye carefully considered this 
question before entermg upon the Afghan war. The British Government 
should have evacuated Afghanistan after chastising the murderers of Sir Louis 
Cavagnari, and the government of that country should have been left to the 
devices of its Chiefs and people. It is to be hoped that the new Liberal Ministry 
will carry out this poliey: It may be difficult of accomplishment, but it is 
certainly not beyond the power of a Government in which men like Mr. 
Gladstone and the Marquis of Hartington hold the principal places, 


The Mahdrashtra Mitra (7) of the 15th April, in alluding to the appoint- 
iy : ments of Kulkarnis as Village Registrars Bs the 
Be nas 4 of the on Deccan Ryots Relief Act says that in villages Kulkarnis 
a a 7 are the only intelligent persons, and other. individuals 
| are guided solely by them. Even the Revenue and 
Police Patels are entirely under their thumb, and cases have frequently mapeened 
in which Mémlatdérs have given their decisions on information supplied by 
Kulkarnis. As a class they are corrupt, and there is not a crime of which they 
are not guilty, They usually haye large families to maintain, and they fatten 
upon the cultivators. The work of registering documents is one which involves 
great responsibility, and it should therefore not be entrusted to persons of bad 
character as the Kulkarnis. The present nominations of Village Saba will 
create great dissatisfaction, and may ultimately cause a rising of the agricul- 
turists, which Government may not be able to put down even by martial law. 
3UP24—4 [con 131] 
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A correspondent of the same states that on the night of the 10th instant 

; the houses of Appa Saheb and Ganpatraw Gadgil in 
Describes the conduct of the town of W4i in the Sétéra District were burnt, and 
certain Government officials property to the extent of Rs. 50,000 is said to have 


on the occurrence of a fire at 


Wii. estroyed. The Government officials of the 


town, although they were present on the spot, did not 
render all the assistance in their power in extinguishing the fire. Even after the 
arrival of the chief constable, great difficulty was experienced in procuring 
copper vessels for throwing water, and the dilatoriness of the sepoys was simply 
shameful. The members of the Municipal Committee showed a little activity, 
but for want of means their efforts were useless. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 18th April, in. a leading article says that it 
: 3g: reported in a newspaper issued at Nasik that 
on _ ha the severity Mr. Hosking sentenced two men to penal servitude 
mee — for twenty years, and six men to ten years for having 
been concerned in the robbery of one maund of bdjri, and that on appeal the 
High Court altered their sentences to penal servitude for life. We do not, says 
the Arunoduya, know all the circumstances of this case, but from the fact that 
the corn was stolen from an open field, the crime could not have been of a 
very heimous nature, and hence it is surprising that the robbers should have 
been punished as severely as Wasudew Balwant Fadke or the Bhil Hoonia. 
There can be no doubt that the law requires considerable alteration. We have 
met with several instances where poor Bhils and Kolis have been sentenced as 
severely for stealing a small quantity of salt. Excessive punishment prevents 
criminals from ever re-gaining their lost position, and makes their condition one 
of hopeless despair. It is to be hoped that the legislature will direct its 
attention to the reduction of the severity of our existing Penal Code. 


The same says that a knowledge of the Sanitary Primer is necessary in 
order to pass the Mardthi sixth standard; but 

Makes suggestions in con- unfortunately the book has not yet been translated into 
oF he este en Maréthi. If the translation is published by the end 
Sanitary nga of April, it will be useful to students who are now 
preparing for the next examination. It 1s, therefore, 

to be hoped that the Director of Public Instruction will have the books 
distributed by that time, or if that is not possible, then the introduction of the 


book as a subject for examination may be adjourned to some convenient period. 


The Bombay Chronicle (49) of the 18th April observes that the repeal of 
eon ae the Cotton Frauds an! by eg Secretary ae! penis for 

aokne | India has been received with great joy and acclama- 
oe ee ten eet only by the cotton dealers but also by the 
roducers of that article. For a long time they 

represented that this Act ae trade, and the duty levied under it unneces- 
sarily increased the price of cotton, and they petitioned that it should be removed 
from the statute-book. Their prayer has at last been granted, and those who 
exerted themselves in obtaining this satisfactory result deserve their warmest 
thanks. (The Yajdén Parast (57) of the same date expresses similar sentiments. ) 


The same, in alluding to the draft of a Medical Registration Act, which the 
lait passed practitioners of Europe medicines in Bombay 
Medical Rogistration scheme are preparing, observes that there can be no objection 
to a law which would simply register the names of . 

the passed doctors. But it ought not to be allowed to prohibit directly or 
indirectly the practitioners of native medicines called Vaids or Hakims from 
administering medicines to patients. Some of them know ‘medicines the like of 
which are not to be found in the European Materia Medica. Either on account 
of religious objections or for other reasons, several persons never take Europe 
medicines, and use native preparations only. Again, the poor people cannot 
afford to pay for the advice and prescriptions of the practitioners of Europe 
medicines, and they get themselves treated by the Vaids or the Hakims with 
nefit. Under these circumstances it will be a serious inconvenience and loss 
to most people to prohibit the native doctors from practising; and it is to be 
hoped that Government will do nothing of the kind. (The Gujardt Mitra (50) 
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8 
and the A’rya Mitra (58) of the 18th April, the Nydya Prakash (70) of the 19th, 


and the Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 22nd, make similar observations.) 


The Wepdr Wartamdn (54) of the 20th April is glad that during the short 
time which has elapsed since the opening of the 
op ie ieee — the Prince’s Dock, the mercantile community of Bombay 
— ; has taken full advantage of this great convenience to 
trade. But it is very surprising that Government do not make use of it. 
Within the last five months they have shipped to the port of Kardchi forty 
thousand troops, four thousand horses, eleven thousand and five hundred tons 
of stores, a large quantity of bullion, but none of them passed through this Dock. 
Had it been used, Government would certainly have saved a good deal of money 
and trouble, and the mercantile community would have received some enco 
ment to make a more extensive use of it than it does now. A perusal of the 
report on the project of this Dock shows that it was then expected that Govern- 
ment and the P. & O. and the B. 1. 8. N. Companies would use it freely ; but 
strange to say, none of them have done so. If Government want advice as to 
whether this Dock would be useful to the State, they should not seek it from 
the Transport Department, as it is likely not to give an impartial opinion, but 
should appoint a Commission of officers who have no connection whatever with 
it to make a report on the subject. 


The same of the 22nd April, after gratefully admitting the benefits of the 

| low rates of postage and the advantages conferred -by 

oe Goverment _ 4 the introduction of postal cards, observes that the 

i postal registration £44 for registering packets still continues heavy. In 

England half penny stamp suffices for a common 

letter, and it costs only two pence to register it. In India four annas are 

exacted as registration fee. This heavy rate does not afford sufficient facilities 

to the public to get their letters registered, and a serious inconvenience is felt. 

Again, registered letters are frequently tampered with and their valuable 

. contents abstracted. This evil requires also to be removed. It behoves 

Government, therefore, to reduce the registration fee and to introduce cloth 
packets similar to those used in England. 


The same recommends that, the Postal and the Telegraph Departments 
should be amalgamated. If this is done, the 
Bee gy ee ae. ment would prove beneficial. The two offices can be 
. ‘Telegraph Departments. located in one building, and they can be maintained 
_ under the control of a single officer. Their union will 
enable three-fourths of the present number of the employés to do the work as 
satisfactorily as it is done now. ‘This reduction in the cost of the two de 
ments can be availed of to reduce the present high charges for telegraphic 
messages. Thus the public and ultimately the Government will be benefited. 
It behoves the latter, therefore, to think over the suggestion and to adopt it 
after due consideration. 


The same observes that great convenience has been created to the public 

| by entrusting the money order business to the Postal 

Pe as ~~ ry of Department. Ifthe same Department is required to 

io the Postal Department. perform the work of Savings Banks, the number and 

amount of deposits particularly from poor people will 

considerably increase, causing no small convenience not only to the public but 

also to Government. The latter will then be able to get easily a large amount 

of money ata low rate of interest, The Wartamdén therefore hopes that this 
suggestion will be adopted. | 


The Rast Goftdr (55) of the 18th April, in alluding to the telegrams about 

: ae the affairs in Afghanistan received during the week, 
Pcie “Afahe fol = i.” -~=—«s Observes that though the coming Liberal Ministry has — 
sketched out the policy to be pursued towards the 

Afghans, yet the existing Conservative Ministry are hastening the complete 
execution of the policy hitherto followed, and which is so very distasteful to 


their rivals. Thus the Liberals will get an evil legacy from their predecessors in 
office. Lord Beaconsfield’s Ministry promised to sdheae to the Gundamuck 
4nP24—4 [con 131) | | 


Treaty and to preserve Afghanistan as an entire kingdom, but their action has 
not coincided with their professions. They have dethroned Ydékub Khén, and 
have fallen under area ay sa of imprisoning an innocent n by failing to 
state the crime of which he is accused. They have partitioned Afghanistan, and 
are making haste to obtain the consent of the Afghans to this arrangement. This 
seems to have been purposely done to hinder the Liberal Ministry and to thwart 
them in their intention to introduce their favorite scheme. They might not 
restore the imprisoned Amir to the throne, but would never consent to incur the 
grave responsibility of dividing the Afghan kingdom into separate princi- 
palities, and of assuming control over them. The Conservatives ought to desist 
from completely carrying out their policy when a change in the Ministry is 
imminent. | 


The same observes that the Press Commissioner’s office has since its 


creation furnished the Native Press with authoritative 
Observes Bing? oe and detailed information from the State records, and 
pares er has enabled it not oe Ag be not misled by items of 
| false news, but has made it independent of the 
Anglo-Indian papers. This help to the infant Vernacular Press has been of — 
great service to it. But for the last two weeks, and particularly after the 
success of the Liberals became known, the Commissioner has discontinued to 
furnish any messages to the Press. He has also ceased to subscribe to the 
vernacular papers and has paid off their account for subscription. This leads 
to the inference that the Commissioner has given up making communications 
to the Native Press. If this be true, the occurrence is to be regretted. Lord 
Lytton has cast a great slur on his administration by enacting the new Press 
Act and by placing under the surveillance of the police the Vernacular Press. 
But by opening the Press Commissioner's office he created a great convenience 
to the respectable portion of the press, and thereby diminished the stringency of 
the measure. The Press Act ought to be abolished, but the Commissioner’s office 
should be retained. After quoting that portion of Mr. Gladstone’s address 
to the electors of Edinburgh in which the heavy Indian expenditure and the 
Press Act are denounced, the Rdst Gofidr remarks that the days of the existence 
of this unpopular law are numbered. (The Loka Mitra (59) of the same date 
expresses somewhat similar sentiments. ) 


The Loka Mitra (59) of the 18th April, in alluding to the elevation of 
Lord Lytton to an Earldom for his Indian services, 
observes that it 1s usual for ministers to reward the 
| services of their subordinates. Several Indian 
Viceroys were rewarded in a similar way, and the people of India had nothing 
to say against such a measure. In the case of Lord Lytton, however, the people 
do not consider him deserving of the title. He is an accomplished scholar and 
a kind gentleman, but he has not rendered such services to the country entrust- 
ed to him as to deserve the honour bestowed on him. Many of his acts have 
been of such a nature as to displease the people. Scarcely any of his predecessors 
in office can be charged with similar conduct. The people are not, therefore, 


pleased with hiselevation. (The Yajdén Parast (57) of the same date expresses 
sumilar sentiments.) 


Says that Lord Lytton does 
not deserve an Earidom. 


Municipalities. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (51) of the 20th April observes that the Corporation 


Michie ‘weiiiiiee akin te has at last given its decision on the Malabdér Hill 


aap Reservoir question. By a majority of one vote only 
Malabér ay ecellgy the it refused to adopt Mr. Meheta’s motion of want of 


confidence in Mr. Walton, and accepted that of Captain 
Morland, that a strong censure should be passed upon the Executive Engineer. 
Considering that the European members of the Corporation were agreed in | 
saving Mr. Walton, and that it was at one time fi that tain Morland’s 
motion even would not be accepted, the decision given by the Corporation may 
be taken to be not quite unsatisfactory. The strong censure 


passed upon the 
Engineer’s conduct in this matter ought to convey a good lesson to Tg Since 


10 . 


this decision was arrived at by a majority of one vote only, it is a question for 
Mr. Walton himself whether it will for him to remain in the service 
of the Corporation. But it seems that it will be improper for him to hold his 
i asa any wv (The Jéme Jamsed (52) of the 20th April, and the 
epdr Wartaman (54), the Akhbdre Sowddgar (53), and the Kdside Mumbai (68) 
of the 21st, express somewhat similar sentiments.) ; 


Native States. 
A correspondent of the Gujardt Mitra (50) of the 18th April complains that 
the Sepoys of Jamddar Jamdlbhii of the J State 


.. pg ene — the levy a tax on the travellers bound for Gir and persons 

— who go to bathe in Démodargi, but no measures are 
yet adopted for prohibiting them from levying the blackmail. The Political 
Agent is requested to give his early attention to this complaint. 


A correspondent of the Samsher Béhddur (61) of the 16th April, but 
received on the 20th, states that the Foujdér of 
State of Bhé agunst =the Bhévnagar forcibly realized from a person accused of 

— ing a its price, in order to oblige the 
owner of it, who is a N4gar and a servant of the State. in, some Nagar 
boys addressed some immodest words to a young woman, and made an assault 
on her. But no notice has been taken by the authorities of their misconduct. 
The N officials oppress the who, however, do not complain as they are 
afraid of being ruined if they do so. The Samsher asks the State to contradict 
the above assertions if they are untrue. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
27th April 1880, 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 25th April says :—‘ The accession of the 

: Liberals to power is a distinct and positive gain to 

Makes ba aS pear this country. We believe the Liberal Government 
aes : will be, on the whiole, better able to the true 
ers, interests of England and India than the late Conserva- 
tive Government. Ac of Ministry was imperatively called for by the 
critical state of the Empire, distracted at every point by war, famine, k- 
ruptcy and disaffection. And this was required, not because the Liberal party 
has afforded in times greater facilities for national progress than its rival. 
Quite the contrary. The Conservatives have done perhaps more for the general 
welfare of the Empire than the Liberals, but of late the traditions of the two 


great parties have undergone a material change. The Liberals have become 


prudent, temperate and just; while the Conservatives have grown reckless, 
and aggressive. In short, the Conservatives have, during their tenure of 
office, become professed revolutionists. Their policy has been marked by law- 


less interference ; the internal affairs of the country have been neglected ; the 


rights of helpless neighbours have been wantonly encroached upon ; treaties 
have been trampled under foot ; and new wars, new enemies and new liabilities 
have been created in every direction. All this misery is due to Lord Beacons- 
field. But the people of England may rejoice that they have now passed 
under the zgis of men who will conscientiously do their duty; the subject 
races may rejoice that some impetus will be given to the p of freedom 
and inde 


invaders they will have to deal with men who entertain a righteous regard for 
the interests of others. It is, however, certain that the new Ministers will find 
it almost impossible to extricate the Empire from its present difficulties. How 
far they will succeed will depend upon how far the late Government has 
betrayed the interests committed to its care. At any rate the new Ministry 
will do their best to redeem the pledge implied by their constant and repeated 
disapproval of Lord Beaconsfield’s policy at home and abroad. We, therefore, 
say that the success of the Liberals is a distinct gain to India.” 


The same in another article says :—‘* We are anxious to see how the Liberal 


Ministry will extricate India from her ruinous 


Makes remarks on the work . : 
of the Liberal Ministry in frontier war. After what has already occurred in 


India. Afghanistan, it would be neither prudent nor politic 
to withdraw hastily from that country. Lord Beacons- 


field has taken care that nothing of the kind shall be attemp y the Liberals. 
A policy of action has already been proclaimed, and the new Ministry can only 
partially modify it. In the mean time the Afghans have renewed their oppo- 


‘sition. They are nat Hindus and they will never be subdued by mere force. 


If permanent occupation of their country is inevitable, then the bankruptcy of 
the Indian exchequer is an accomplished fact. How to settle this Afghan 
difficulty is a problem to which the Liberals will have to address themselves in 
the first instance. The world. ts them to acquit themselves with credit as 
the liberators of nations. Then there is the question of the better management 
of the Indian finances ; of the adjustment of taxation ; and of the admission of 
the children of the soil to a share in the administration of the country. 
All these questions will, we do not doubt, meet with a proper solution.” 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 25th April in a leading article says that the 


licay TC Bill relating to medical practitioners has origi- 
a oe Se Medical nated with European doctors, and has had the support 


a of those native doctors who practise the European 
system of medicine, and it is therefore very likely that it may become law and 
may ultimately be made applicable to all India. But before according its 
sanction, Government should carefully consider whether there is any necessity 
for this measure, Have the people petitioned for the adoption of such a 
scheme? Have the vernacular newspapers and native associations advocated 


the passing of such an Act? Has even Government satisfied itself that there is 
need for such a law and that the people are suffering for want of it? If these 


pendence; and weak allies may rejoice that in the place of cruel 
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questions cannot be answered in the affirmative, then we fail to see, says the 
Native Opinion, any justification for carrying it out. Besides, if Government 
and the public are indifferent, there is no reason whatever why the doctor's 
association should meddle with this matter. Although there is no allusion 
made in this Bill to prohibiting Vaids and Hakims from practising, yet from 
the fact that all registered J pment must be those who practise the Euro 
system of medicine, it would seem that the former will not be allowed to carry 
on their vocation without hinderance. But it must be remembered that these 
classes of medical practitioners have existed for ages, have been appreciated 
and still “ogi many useful functions, and hence it seems most unjust to 
deprive them of their immemorial rights and privileges. Even the native 
practitioners of European medicines have come to see that from the old Hindu 
and Mahomedan medical books there is much to be learnt, and that they 
contain many prescriptions which are cheap and suitable to the people and the 
climate. We therefore fail to understand why they should be so forward in 
supporting this new scheme. Is it because they apprehend that some day 
these Vaids and Hakims would become formidable competitors for medical 
practice ? Upon the whole this Bill has been conceived from purely selfish 
motives, and its policy is shortsighted. We earnestly hope that it will be 
properly considered by Government and the public. 


The Mahdrashtra Mitra (7) of the 22nd April alludes to the death of Mr. 

rar ‘e _ | henge ppt erg "4 retired member of the Bom- 

- re en ee bay Civil Service, an er giving a brief account of 

wo Bina Poa eli = his career observes that he was a friend of the natives 

and during his life he achieved a high reputation as 

an official. The Europeans of former times were kind and considerate to 

natives and were proud of their connection with India. Among these Mr. 

Frere was the foremost. The mention of his name brings tears into the eyes 

of those who still remember him. Such men are extremely rare now-a-days. 

It is to be hoped that the Englishmen who now resort to India will emulate 

his deeds, and so conduc: themselves that the future generation of natives may 
hold their memory in dear remembrance. 


The Bodha Sudhakar (8) of the 21st April says that in various villages of 
_ the Satara district the inhabitants are in great distress 
Preeo agay hat eG.) during this season on account of the scarcity of water. 
aaa Besides in places where water is pretty abundant, it 
; is not kept clean on account of cattle being freely 
allowed to wash in it. Impure water often gives rise to cholera and it is often 
the parent of various other diseases. It is to be hoped that Government 
officers will see that water is kept pure within their jurisdiction. The exercise 
of a little rigour in order to attain this object is perfectly justifiable. The 
District Magistrate is requested to direct his attention to this subject and to 
issue such rules for the guidance of villagers as may be necessary. 


The Subodha Patrika (12) of the 25th Apml alludes to the destruction of 
Major Waudby and his party, and says that according 
to the Times of India this event is a striking instance 
re of the Times of ofthe treachery of the Afghans. It is no wonder 
1a with respect to the de- 4 
struction of Major Waudby S@Y8 the Patrika, that such an occurrence should 
and his party. cause pain to the Editor of the Times and his country- 
| men ; but in giving expression to their grief, it is not 
right that they should apply opprobrious epithets to innocent and peaceable 
people. The conduct of the Afghans is perfectly natural. The fnglish are 
the aggressors and the Afghans are only trying to defend themselves ‘as well 
as they can against a people who have no right to enter their territory. It is 
nothing extraordinary if the English Government should encounter opposition: 
in subjugating Afghanistan. The charge of treachery brought by the Times of 
India against the Afghan nation is utterly untenable. 


Makes remarks on a certain 


The Satya Sadan (20) of the 24th April says that R&éo Béh4dur Anandraw 


SR ee ven eee Bhaskar, the Huzur Deputy Collector of Kolaba, is 


Béhédur Anandraw Bhaskar SUMering from a disease which has a strong resem- 
blance to leprosy. The people have an aversion to 
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soiled and his body is covered with blotches. It is not right to compel the 
public or subordinates to associate with an individual in such a condition. 


The Nasik Writta (21) of the 24th April says that notwithstanding the 

existence of three magisterial courts at Nasik, the 

“ Lact gh yo NY ae ce criminal work is not disposed of expeditiously, and 

i witnesses, complainants and accused persons are often 

kept hanging about the courts for days. The cause 

of this unfortunate state of things is to be found in the fact that the magistrates 

have so much to do in other ways that they are unable to devote their attention 

and continuously to the trial of criminal cases. Under these circum- 

stances it is to be hoped that Government will be enough to appoint a 
separate magistrate who will be charged with the sole duty of trying magisteri 

cases. The criminal work in the city of Ndsik is very heavy set some such 

arrangement as suggested above is absolutely necessary. Perhaps the perma- 

nent location of Mr. Edgerly, of the Civil Service, at Nasik will obviate the 

inconveniences which are experienced at present. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 28rd April, in oo on Afghan affairs, says 
among other things that the Afghans will never cease 
— a ee in opposition until they are thoroughly beaten ; 
but it 1s necessary to consider how far the British 
Government is able to accomplish this object. History tells us that it is difficult, 
_if not impossible, to govern a country against the wishes of its inhabitants by 
mere force. The Afghans bear an eternal hatred towards the English, and 
under these circumstances it will be no easy matter to carry on the Government 
of Afghanistan. There is no nation in the world which is strong enough to 
keep the Afghans in perpetual subjection, and it is no disparagement to the 
English people to affirm that the accomplishment of this fact is also beyond 
their power. The English army is on a moderate scale, and the resources of 
the British Government are not illimitable and it is therefure undesirable for it 
to engage in transactions which are beyond its power. The Afghan nation is 
willing to allow a Mussulman representative of the British Government to 
remain within its territory. By accepting this proposition the British Govern- 
ment will be able to come to terms. It would not do to show its weakness to 
the whole world by insisting upon the fulfilment of untenable propositions. In 
dealing with the Afghans the British Government should follow the precedent 
ef 1842. It should evacuate the country after chastising them. It remains to 
be seen how the new Ministry will extricate the Government from the Afghan 
difficulty. The Liberal leaders have already declared that they would put an 
end to the war at the earliest opportunity. 


The same in another article ner to the Medical ra cg och per Bill and 
. ,, says that the passing of it into law will not be 
ens eee sateen beneficial. The Vaids and Hakims are by no means 
a contemptible set. There are many among them 
who are superior to the doctors educated in the European system of medicine, 
and such men will be debarred from practising if this scheme is adopted. The 
supporters of the Bill are themselves medical practitioners, and hence they are 
interested in reducing the number of competitors. If the public is really 
anxious about its adoption, petitions would have poured into Government ; but the 
fact is otherwise. Besides, the great bulk of the people have faith in Vaids and 
Hakims and therefore they would prefer to be treated by them. If it is reall 
the intention of Government to improve the race of Vaids and Hakims, it 
should establish schools for their instruction. The establishment of half a dozen 
such schools will not cost more than Rs. 20,000 per annum and Government can 


easily afford to spend thissum. Some might contend that as Government has | 


feing the 
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struction in the European system of medicines, 
schools for imparting instruction in 


is a great need for Vaids and Hakims in the country. The masses cannot 
afford to pay for English doctors and such people will be entirely deprived of 
medical aid if the class of Vaids and Hakims ceases to exist. * 


A correspondent of the Hiteechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 15th April, 

but received on the 20th, states that of late chicken- 

get oe eo x has appeared in Mahi K4ntha, and many children 
ae bw Se oo ar gala ave fallen victims to it. Men of experience say that 
this epidemic sometimes even attacks persons who have 

been already vaccinated. Under these circumstances it is to be regretted that 
only five vaccinators are appointed to this district, which contains a population 
of five lacs of human beings. It must also be mentioned that two of these are 
employed in the Idar State. Each vaccinator has, on an average, to work in an 
area about fifty miles in extent ; they therefore can visit a place once only in two 
years, and hence cannot discharge their duties satisfac bony It behoves the 
authorities concerned to take measures to increase the staff of vaccinators in 


the Mahi Kdntha District. 


The Jéme Jamsed (52) of the 30th April observes that Mr. Grant, the 

: Municipal Commissioner of Bombay, discharged his 
Praises Mr. Grant, the duties with great ability and credit. He conducted 
Boatghe Commissioner of himself towards every one who came in contact with 
him, asa real gentleman. He treated his subordi- 

nates kindly, and was much liked and respected by all. No sooner did he hear 
of thé Malabar Hill Reservoir fraud, than he commenced to make enquiries 
into it. It is said that an attempt was made to influence him in his decision, 
but he did not succumb and discharged his duty most impartially. He showed 
some mercy which some people say he ought not to have done, as the guilty 
parties have escaped the punishment which they deserved. But being natur- 
ally of a merciful disposition, he cannot be blamed for exhibiting the same 
virtue on this occasion. However, it cannot be denied that whatever the 
Corporation has been able to do in the case of Mr. Walton was entirely owing 
to the action of Mr. Grant. His feelings for the sufferings of others came out 
conspicuously when the people of Shol4pur were stricken by famine. He 
brought their distress to the knowledge of Government, obtained aid for them, 
and personally superintended the work of giving relief. Sometimes he even 


' spent his own money to alleviate distress. 


The Yajddén Parast (57) of the 25th April calls the new Press Act, “ black 
pa iban cx ; Act,” and — ema since the Liberals have strong- 
: e repeal of jv gondemned it, there is every hope of its bei 
saat darren aie? ineee from the statute book. If the Liberal lovee 
ment fail to do this, they will be charged with a failure to fulfil their promise ; 
but no such fear need be entertained, as there is every hope that the new Viceroy 
will repeal the Act soon after his assumption of office. It is, however, said that 
Lord Lytten wishes to annul it before his resignation, and thus to wash out the 
dark imputation which rests on his administration. There is no need of this 
law, as the Native press is thoroughly loyal. His Lordship has a good oppor- 
tunity to retrieve his reputation from the imputation cast by this bad law. It 
is, therefore, to be hoped that he will repeal it and earn the gratitude of the 
natives in the closing days of his Viceroyalty. (The Wepdér Wartamdn (54) of 
the 30th April expresses somewhat similar sentiments. ) | 


The Loka Mitra (59) of the 25th April observes that the untimely death 
of Mr. Grondona, which resulted from the injection of 
ae = t the an overdose of morphia is said to have occurred from | 
; ~~ the negligence of Mr. Bristed, the compounder to 
| Messrs. Kemp & Co. It was desirable therefore that 
he should have been tried for the offence in a court of law, so that he mig 
have been punished if he was really guilty. But it is to be regretted that 
SuP 5-1 (con 133) | | 


valid reasons for the withdrawal, the same should have been placed before the 
public; but it has not been done, and m2 rs Be authorities concerned. 
are placed in an akward position. The istrate also ought not to have. per- 
* mitted the prosecution to be withdrawn. Apeeer gry open enquiries 

of the Coroner was unsatisfactory, and the withdrawal of the prosecution will 
considerably increase the public dissatisfaction. 


Municipahities. 


The Bombay Chronicle (49) of the 25th April observes that the decision 
given by the Municipal Corporation of Bombay in the 
Approves of the decision matter of the Malabar Hill Réservoir will appear satis- 
a os - og gg sa factory to all persons who love justice. . Walton 
hs Malabar Hill Reservoir, 88 been severely censured for his negligence and 


careless treatment of the interests of the rate-payers, 
and he must feel himself much lowered in public estimation. He has received 


a lesson which will make him careful in the discharge of his duties, and com 
him to attend to the interests of the rate-payers in future. Mr. Mehta deserves 
great credit for fearlessly pointing out the shortcomings of the Engineer and for 


getting the worthless decision of the Town Council set aside. (The Yajdan 
Parast (57) of the same date makes similar observations.) 


A correspondent of the Gujardt Mitra (50) of the 25th April complains 

| that some of the Municipal Commissioners of Bulsér 

Says that some of dag are so ignorant that aa not know even to oat 
nicipal Commissioners and write. Some have ecrees passed against them 
ee of questionable for small amounts and some have been fined in crimi- 
nal courts. Some also have been charged with 

cheating the Municipality. ‘The respectable portion of the Commissioners are 
unwilling to work with such persons, and some of them have resolved to resign 


their offices. The writer requests Government to remove the abovementioned 
persons from the Commission. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (51) of the 29th April observes that the same 
scarcity of water is felt at the present time in Bombay 

mpc ol teste Bead _—- which was experienced in previous years when the Tulsi 
cient for all auiitessiate. lake did not exist as a subsidiary store to the Vehar 
lake. People severely complain of this inconvenience 

which is not felt so much by the rich as by the poor people who compose three- 
fourths of the population and who have to obtain their daily supply by personal 
labour. The hottest month of the year will presently commence, and then the 
distress resulting from an insufficiency of water-supply will increase, and yet 
neither the Municipal authorities, nor the Town Council, nur the Corporation 
have taken measures to avert this calamity. They have forgotten to redeem 
their promise in the great stir created by the frauds which have been discovered 
im the construction of the Malabar Hill Reservoir. Mr. Walton is responsible 
for the disappointment hitherto experienced in regard to the Tulsi lake, and 
such of his friends as asserted at the recent discussions in the Corporation that 
he had hitherto rendered valuable services to the Corporation, will do well to 
give a satisfactory explanation with reference to the shortness of the water- 
supply. The Samdchér hopes that the Corporation will at once assemble to 
find out the causes of this unfortunate state of things, and will take remedial 
measures. (The Bombay Chronicle (49) of the 25th April complains about the 
shortness of the Tulsi supply, and observes that want of water causes great 
distress to the poor people particularly.) | 


The Jdme Jamsed (52) of the.30th April observes that Mr. Walton has 
been found guilty of gross carelessness in the matter 

neta mgecstions in con- of the Malabar Hill Reservoir, and it is said that the 
which recently ‘eke ohn contractor was able to practise fraud in consequence 
relating to the Malabar Hil} Of the confidence reposed by the Engineer in his 
Reservoir frauds, subordinates. It is therefore necessary to find out 
which of them abused his confidence and such persons 


eat 


cea ak ae ” 
is 8 ‘am 
should be brought to condign punishment. It is stated that no departmental —. 
pt are to be made, nor is a criminal prosecution to be instituted against . _ ae 
those who are suspected of having Deak omy in the illicit gains, and the . . 4a gaa 
whole matter is to be hushed up. Should this come to pass, the rate-payers at 
will be greatly displeased. The Town Council and the Corporation ought ae 
therefore at once to direct their attention to this subject, and if they fail in the oe 
duty, they will be justly liable to the same charge for which Mr. Walton has a 
been so severely censured. (The Wepdr Wartamdn (54) of the Ist May ex- aa 
presses similar sentiments.) : a 
The Rdst Goftdér (55) of the 25th April in several long leaders discusses ae 
at some length the question about the Malabar Hill ae 
Does not approve of the Reservoir and tries to show that the decision of the os 
las & buuag te Conpeation is not satisfactory. As shown by the a 
the matter of the Malabar Municipal Commissioner, the Executive Engineer has - 
Hill Reservoir. been instrumental in causing a loss of something like , ae 
2 62,000 rupees to the Municipality of Bombay. For - 
such negligence and carelessness as has been proved against him, Government ee 
would dismiss even its highest officers in service, and private individuals would  - 
dismiss their servants for similar misconduct ; and yet the Corporation contents aa 
itself by passing a severe censure on Mr. Walton. This t is detrimental re 
to the interests of the rate-payers. The Corporation desires the Municipal | a 
Commissioner to improve the Hagineering department; but how can this im- a 
provement take place as long as Mr. Walton is at the head of it? He denies. ee 
that his department is rotten ; but it is found that a false plan was pre m *4 
his office, and its employés conspired to benefit the contractor. He efended — 
his subordinates from these serious charges, and is not therefore likely to render 


dssistance in improving the department. The Corporation has adopted a be 
dangerous principle by deciding that a high officer should not be dismissed for ce 
any other fault except corruption. He might be idle, careless, negligent, and 7] 
might: cause a heavy pecuniary loss to the rate-payers; but for all these 


delinquencies he is only to be censured and not dismissed. The Bombay Gazette “i 
and the Times of India observe that Mr. Walton did not deserve dismissal from r 
office,.as he has not been proved to be corrupt; but it may be urged that had — a 
that charge been established, he would have deserved a worse fate than mere s 
dismissal—a criminal prosecution. The partiality of the European members of ae 
the Corporation to their countrymen and their union to save him from pun- 
ishment, caused the motion for censure to be carried and led to the rejection of E> 
Mr, Mehta’s motion of want of confidence. But since the former has been ei 
adopted by a majority of one vote only, it is plain that half the Corporation ; 3 
desired the dismissal of Mr. Walton. Under these circumstances he ought not, v4 
out of self respect, to remain any more in the service of the Corporation. It is | 

much to be regretted that while a large majority of the native members of the ae 
Corporation exhibited praiseworthy independence and love of justice, half a ey 
dozen of them either knowingly or unknowingly abused the confidence reposed - 
in them by the rate-payers. (The Loka Mitra (50) and the A’rya Mitra (58) me 


of the same date express similar sentiments.) 


Native States. | = a4 


The Gujardt Mitra (50) of the 25th April once more complains that Mr. 


CLARO Sdéle Hindi, the Dewan of Jundgad, has given too . 

Junin Uae the much authority and power to one of his Sheristedérs 

named Mamal. Before the former assumed the office 
of Dewan, he used to listen to the complaints made against the employés of 
the State, but now he has entrusted all his important work to the above named 
individual. The other Sheristedérs of the Dewan sign for him in their own 
name, but Mémal even writes his master’s signature. He receives all papers 
adressed to the Dewan, and disposes of even important cases, such qs judicial 
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so. The Mitra and 
against him. Several petitioners have also sent their com- 
plaints to the State authorities through posts and others have, after . 
ing great trouble to obtain access to the Nawab and the Dewan, personally 
lid their griovances before them; but no astee rac hone of these 
sentations, the ryots continue to be Oppressed as before. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
3 Reporter on the Native 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
: 4th May 1 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator ) B ~ pe May in : a g oo says :— 
“England did not acquire India by right of conquest 

Bete the asthe Romans acquired Gaul. But it has heed the 
. earnest desire of British statesmen to administer the 
affairs of this dependency somewhat on the lines on which Cesar managed the 
newly conquered territories of Gallia. The principle underlying Cesar’s 
policy was to offer to the vanquished people every political compensation for 
their loss of liberty, and thus he succeeded in securing to the paramount power 
the faithful and efficient Ni og of the subject race in the administration 
of the conquered country. Such, we believe, is the wish of British rulers too; 
but up to this time there has been very little of practical demonstration of this 
generous and politic desire. It is true that the circumstances ander which the 
British Government find themselves at this day are not identical with the cir- 


cumstances under which Czsar conducted the civil administration of Gaul. ~° 


But if our enlightened rulers wait for the day when they can give a more 
extended political freedom to their subjects, we are afraid that that day may 
never come. And there is, therefore, a greater necessity for the admission of 
the varied classes of India to political self-government. The experiments 
hitherto tried have been few, and they have been tried usually on a narrow 
principle and in an unstateemanlike spirit. For the maintenance of the 
more friendly relations between the governors and the governed, for the better 
and more economical administration of the country, and for the lasting popula- 
rity of the British rule, it is becoming more patent every year that a 
proportion of indigenous talent should be utilized. With the Liberals in power, 
there is some hope of this question being honestly considered. The Conserva- 
tives, had they been true to their traditions, would have long ago opened the 
ranks of the Covenanted Civil Service to the natives on equal or on nearly equal 
terms with Europeans. But during their term of office, the late Ministers were 
occupied with frontier wars and other equally demoralising occupations, and 
their legitimate work was entrusted to irresponsible subordinates. It is to be 
hoped that the system of appointment by nomination for the Covenanted Civil 
Service will be discountenanced by the new Ministry; and we trust that some 
rational measures will be adopted to secure the services of young men of talent 
and integrity by means of a competitive test. Such a course will not only result 
in a considerable saving to the State, but it would have the effect of arresti 
the spread of the feeling that natives are intentionally debarred from the 
enjoyment of long-promised rights, and that the country is being systematically 
drained of its material wealth by the exclusive employment of sojourners, who 
are not expected to spend even a tenth part of their incomes in it. To this 
question must be devoted a good deal of constitutional agitation. This is the 
time when our just grievances are likely to be heard and redressed.” 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 3rd May, in a leading article states that 
nies ree to Mr. Spencer, the Clerk of bi Court of 
Makes remarks on ce Small Causes in Bombay, the late Mr. O’Leary, the 
ie ce mg mn the Chief J udge of that Court, ordered a charge of Rs. 2 
to be levied on all processes which were sent up from 
the mofussil courts for being served upon parties in Bombay, and that the 
oe Chief Judge has reduced it to four annas per each process. It is not 
own what grounds there are for making this charge, and it is extremely 
doubtful whether it is legal. The orders alleged to have been issued by Mr. 
O’Leary on this subject to the Clerk of the Court are inconsistent with each 
other, and it appears by no means a matter of certainty whether such orders 
were ever really given by him. Even Mr. Hart seems to entertain doubt on 
the point.. If the sums hitherto recovered have been obtained under a mistaken 
belief, it becomes a matter of importance whether they should not be returned 
to ee from whom they were levied, and whether the latter are not 
entitled to claim their refund. It is to be hoped that Mr. Hart will direct his 
attention to this matter. | | ee 
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A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakash (5) of the 6th May alludes to the 
a9! appointments of school-masters in the Poona Collec- 
Makes remarks with respect torate as V Registrars under the Decean Ryot’s 
to ap alle To To RRB Relief Act, and says that it is stated that the Deputy 
Sapltee te gw Se about the . Educational Inspector of the Poona Sub-Division has 
school-masters within his reported to the Director of Public Instruction that 
jurisdiction. the persons referred to above will not have time to do 
the work which has been thrown upon them in 
addition to their usual work, and that therefore their appointments should be 
cancelled. If this statement be correct, the reason alleged for the cancelling of 
the appointments is altogether frivolous. As a matter of fact, the school- 
masters are engaged for three hours in the morning and three hours in the 
afternoon in carrying on their legitimate work of instruction, and during the 
remainder of the day they will have ample time to do the business of registering 
documents even after anakinte a liberal allowance of time for taking their meals 
and for other necessary purposes. It must also be remembered that at present 
some school-masters perform the duties of Post Masters, but they are never 
occupied with this work for more than half an hour in a day, and in small 
villages 2 few minutes are sufficient. The registration of documents will not 
appreciably increase their work, as there will not be perhaps more than five 
documents requiring registration in a village of ordinary size in the course of 
a month. Mr. Sohoni’s conduct in depriving his subordinates of a little addition 
to their income is very mean. The worst man is he who is himself illiberal 
and comes in the way when others are to be benefited. 


~The Mahdrashtra Mitra (7) of the 29th April says that punitive police posts 
sisicisiies ob aii'enaib, a as Bs tre y ~ at W4i, Khandala and 
piams: 0 or, and additional policemen have been employed 
ne roll Wa ciation for the protection of life and property in the Khatév, 
Koregaon and Mand T4lukas of the Sdtéra District at 
an annual cost of Rs. 2,082, and steps have been taken to recover this sum from 
the inhabitants of those talukas. It is stated that they have been muleted in this 
amount, because they harboured dacoits and failed to give notice of their where- 
abouts to the authorities at the proper time. This excuse is not a good one. 
Properly speaking the Police Pdtils ought to have given information to their chief 
constables about the existence of dacoits, and the failure of the performance of 
duty on their part ought not to be visited with punishment on the villagers. 
The measures which the Government has adopted are perfectly unjustifiable. 


The Bodha Sudhékar (8) of the 28th April, in a leading article says that 
when low class people are invested with authority, 
Complains of Patels and they are apt to get their heads turned, and are Hikely 
one eg pray with todo mischief. Asan instance in point, the writer 
pose fod, een, “**- mentions the case of the village Patils and Kulkarnis. 
Government has recently ordered that the revenues of 
Tném villages should be collected by Patils and Kulkarnis, and that they should 
then pay the sums to the respective Indmd4rs. Most probably the order in 
question has been passed for the protection of the cultivators, but unfortunately 
the interests of the Indmdars have been entirely left out of consideration. Asa 
class they are deeply immersed in debt, and hence they are not able to protect 
themselves against the machinations of such crafty persons as the Patels and 
Kulkarnis. ‘The latter have informed the cultivators that they should not make 
any payment to their Indmdars, and that ifthey doso they will be liable to be 
ed up again for the payment of the same. ‘This mandate has reduced many 
Inamdars to beggary, and some of them are starving. The Pétils and Kulkarnis 
themselves also exhibit the utmost carelessness about recovering the Inémdér’s 
share of the produce from the cultivators, and for this conduct they are not 
censured as they would be if they were dilatory in collecting the Government 
demand. It would seem that the provision of law under which Patels and 
Kulkarnis are exercising this new power has been passed with a view to diminish 
the importance of Indmdars just as the Deccan Ryot’s Relief Act was passed to 
cause injury to the Sowkars. Up to this time the Assistant Collectors and 
Mamlatdérs have not been ca in examining the account books of Indm 
villages, but if they did, they would discover innumerable frauds, in perpetrating 
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the In4mdér’s revenues, 


to be hoped that Mr. Stewart, the Collector of Sétéra, will see that justice is 


done in this important matter. 


A correspondent of the Dnydnodaya (10) of the 6th May, in a communicated 


article on Sir. Richard Temple, alludes to his defeat 


Makes remarks in connec- at the East Worcestershire ion and to the some- 
tion with the defeat of Sir 


what rough treatment which he received from the 
ee ile. _— disorderly mob there, and observes that during his 
Indian career his principal aim was always to satisfy 
his superiors and to win popularity. He never cared for justice or for the 
welfare of the people committed to hiscare. The cruel policy which he pursued 
during the famine crisis in Western India will never cease to be remembered 
by the inhabitants of this Presidency. The rigorous manner in which the land 
revenue was recovered when the people were suffering from terrible privations, 
and the way in which the one pound ration was declared to be sufficient for 
labourers employed on public works are facts which will never be forgotten. 
However, Sir Richard Temple has not been long in getting his deserts. The 
indignities to which he was subjected were no doubt intended by God as a just 
retribution for his misdeeds here. Government officials should not allow them- 
selves to be blinded by the possession of authority, and should not act recklessly 
and without the fear of God. The Editor of the Dnydnodaya acquiesces in 
the tone of the above communication, and says that Sir Richard Temple never 
. could tolerate any opposition from his subordinates when he was bent upon 
carrying out any particular line of policy. As an instance in point, the case 
of Mr. Theodore Bosanquet may be cited. This gentleman stated that 
thousands of people died during famine on account of the sparing manner 
in which relief was doled out. For this opinion he was severely taken to task. 
Again, some inhabitants of the Janjira territory made a complaint to the 
Political Agent about the oppressive nature of the forest laws, and for this they 
were committed to the Sessions on the charge of creating a disturbance. But 
Mr. Bosanquet, as presiding Judge, released them for want of proof. They were, 
therefore, again tried before another Judge, and sentenced, and Mr. Bosanquet 
was degraded. Sir Richard Temple’s conduct was often’ wa and incon- 
sistent. He used to frequent theatres as well as religious assemblies. He 
attended churches as well as Ganpati festivals. He drank at balls and 
parties, and preached abstinence at Temperance Societies. All these peculiari- 


ties of his were of course subjects of comment. His defeat is a matter for 
rejoicing. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 2nd May, in a leading article approves of the 


ms ae Ai meg of peor man as — sacar g and. 
- Pinson of the Marquis of Hartington as Secre of State 
aa f Bee? 9. lade, and observes ee both er ae 
when in opposition, advocated the adoption of a 

conciliatory policy towards the Afghans, and would have avoided war if they 
had been in power, but from the shape which the Afghan question has very 
recently assumed, it does not seem likely that they will be able immediately 
to put an end to the wer, and effect a satisfactory solution of the frontier 
difficulties, although they are now at the helm of affairs. Again, both these 
eminent men disapproved of the abolition of the import duty on cotton goods, 
but since their opposition to the measure was based on the ground of the 
unsatisfactory condition of the India Finances, jt is extremely improbable that 
they will reverse that policy inasmuch as the loss caused by the abolition of 
the duty in question has been already made up by the imposition of other taxes. 
Mr. Gladstone and Lord Hartington were also unanimous in condemning the 
Vernacular Press Act, but since it has been in existence for some time, pn. | has 
been thoro interwoven into the Indian system of administration, and as the 
people have got accustomed to it, it is extremely doubtful whether it will be 
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removed from the statute book. Similarly, there is little reason to expect 
that the present Ministry will re-trace its steps in regard to any measure which 
has been already adopted by its predecessor, and hence the natives have no 
reason to rejoice on the accession of the Liberals to power. At the same time 
there is some consolation in thinking that the days of imperialism are over, and 
that the present Ministers will at any rate not make matters worse. It is to be 
hoped that they will not entirely disappoint those who have been rejoicing in 
their success. , | 

The Satya Shodhak (23) of the 2nd May, in a leading article gives an 
| account of the past career of the Marquis of Ripon, 
pind pega entment of 224. observes that during the Conservative adminis- 
Lord Ripon a Sceroy. tration the inhabitants of India have been greatly 
harassed by the passing of a variety of ill-considered 
laws, and particularly by heavy taxation. In the whole of India there is not 
an inch of ground where the people have not been troubled or oppressed by 
public functionaries. This statement may appear exaggerated, but it is really 
not so. The condition of the natives of India is similar to that of the labourer 
who carries a head-load and who is constantly wishing and praying for its 
removal. Since the accession of the Liberals to power, the destinies of India 
have been entrusted to the Marquis of Ripon, and it is to be hoped that he will 
shape his policy according to the public declarations of Mr. Bright, Professor 
Fawcett, Lord Northbrook, and other eminent English statesmen. Lord Ripon 
should first of all direct his attention to the reduction of taxation, and if he 
succeeds in this task, he will be remembered with gratitude by the millions of 

people who inhabit this vast continent. A 


The Gujardt Mitra (50) of the 2nd vay states that for the last five years 
the River N has been approaching the village 
Makes : ions incon- of Sdkarpor in the Broach District, and is now so 
pry ay am oe encroachmen — close to it that the inhabitants are afraid that their 
ne? ia of Békarpor. 4 habitations may one day be washed away.in case of 
P __ a@heavy flood. They have several times petitioned 
the district authorities to assign them some safe spot to which they might 
remove with their goods, but their prayer has not been yet granted. It is to 
be hoped that the Collector of Broach will not now delay in taking action 
in this matter since the monsoon is near, and the River Narmada is liable to be 
flooded. If he has no authority to deal with the subject, he should refer the 
question for the decision of Government. 


The Bombay Samdchér (51) of the 4th May, in alluding to the report that 
: Government have resolved to give up the Colaba 
Makes remarks about the J nnatic Asylum to the military authorities, and to 
removal of the Lunatic : ’ 
Asviam 06 Oastis remove the lunatics to the Byculla Club House, 
observes that if such a resolution has been actually 
sae it will not meet with public approval. The Club is situated on the 
culla Flats, and it is well known that that locality is unhealthy. And it is 
ely to be still more so when the new drainage works are completed. The Club 
House has been denounced as the abode of a poisonous fever, which is said to 
have caused the deaths of several Europeans who have resided in it and in the 
neighbourhood. For this reason Sir Richard Temple agreed to sell a piece of 
ground opposite the Church Gate Street Station for the building of a new Club 
House. There can be no good reason for removing the lunatics to such an 
unhealthy building as the Byculla Club House. If the Asylum at Colaba is 
unsuitable, it can be made more commodious by spending a few rupees on it. 
But if it be required by the military authorities, another airy and healthy 
place should be sel for the residence of the lunatics. In conclusion, the 
Samdchdér hopes that Government will give up its resolution to remove them to 
the Club House, if it has been arrived at as reported. } 


The same of the 5th May, in alluding to the astounding deficit of threo 
) krors of rupees which has been discovered in Sir John 
2: et — _— as- Strachey’s budget, observes that there is no doubt 
al oe Bese 9 ae Pong that the mistake is the result of the Finance Minister’s 
‘ Sizachey’s bedget, | attempt to show that the revenue of the Empire was 
equal to its expenditure including the charges in- 
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cidental to the Afghan-war. Mr. Herbert Gladstone calculates that the deficit 
will amount to about four krors of rupees. Since the revenue has already 
reached the large amount of sixty-seven . it is difficult to understand how 
this heavy deficit will be made up at the end of the current year. It is said — 
that since November last a kror of rupees have been t every month in 
dispatching stores to the seat of war; and if this heavy drain continues for a 
long time, the cost of the rye | operations in Afghanistan will be enormous. 
Many persons believe that Lo —— and Sir John Strachey have been 
instrumental in bringing the Indian ces into their present unsatisfactory 
condition; and hence the severance of the connection of both these distin- 
guished men with India will be hailed with joy. Some expect that Sir John 
will soon resign, and it is to be hoped that this conjecture will not prove false. 
The Samdchdr of the 8th, in alluding to the statement which appeared in an 
English newspaper published at Lahore, that a kror and a quarter of rupees 
have been spent from the Panjab treasuries, but no account whatever has been 
kept of them, observes that the same paper supposes that they may have 
disappeared in the expenses of the Afghan war, and if this be so the Govern- 
ment is in a bad position for defence. No worse charge can be brought 
against.a Government than that it has been reckless in spending the public 
funds, and is unable to give a satisfactory account ofit. The Liberal Mini 
ought not to remain satisfied with simply recalling Sir John Strachey. They 
should appoint a Finance Minister who would improve the financial condition 
. ofthe country, and would take care that similar mistakes are not committed 
in. One of the English papers in Bombay recommends that Mr. Hope 
should be appointed to the vacancy which will be created by the re-call 
of Sir John. But he is not known to have yet shown any aptitude for 
conducting the onerous duties of the Finance Minister. On the other hand, 
as a member of the Viceregal legislature, he contributed to the enactment of 
several laws which are disapproved by the native public, and as a Collector he 
exercised much tyranny on the ryots in the matter of the collection of revenue. 
He is one of those - officials who are always disposed to treat the natives with 
severity. He is, therefore, not-only not fit to fill the position of Finance - 
Minister, but also disqualified to hold any post where he will be brought into 
close relations with the natives. (The Bombay Chronicle (49), and the Yajdén 
Parast (57) of the same date express similar sentiments.) 


The same, in alluding to the discovery of gold mines in Southern India, 
observes that since their existence has now been 
- yar na har Bored gre placed beyond doubt, it is not proper that any English 
worked by Government. or foreign: company should be allowed to work them. 
The natives of the country or the Government to 
which all underground stores really belong are alone entitled to receive benefit 
from them. But since the former are unable to form a company of their own, 
the task of working the mines should be undertaken by the latter in the interest 
of the public. The expenses of administration have largely increased, and 
Government find it hard to make two ends meet. If at such a timea gold mine 
is found remunerative, it will assist Government in meeting the current 
expenditure and in lessening the burden of taxation. A foreign company 
should only be allowed to work a mine, the existence of which is a matter of 
conjecture, and a condition should be made with the workers that after a 
certain number of years they should give up their rights to Government. 


The same of the 7th May observes that it is stated that the Raja of 
Cashmere did not take proper measures to mitigate the 
ation spproves of the annex- distress caused by famine which prevailed in his terri- 
tory during the last two years, and that consequently 

a large number of deaths occurred from starvation; and it is alleged that for 
this fault his country is to be annexed to the Britith Empire. But it ought 
not to be forgotten that the occurrence of famines often results in the extensive 
destruction of human life, notwithstanding all precautionary measures. In the 
course of the last fifteen years more than one famine has prevailed in Western 
India, and in spite of the great efforts made by Government to avert its terrible 
pomeoquences, numerous persons died from starvation, and some individuals 
_ blame Government for having failed to take proper precautions. During the 


na and Bengal famines thousands of human beings died. Hence, 
wshmere is to be deprived of his terri 3 erious charge 
ght home to him than one of merely ordinary negligence in meeting 
urged that the British Government have come into 
possession of some secret communications which passed between the Raja and 
the ruler of Afghanistan, and which prove the disloyalty of the former. If such © 
documents have been actually discovered, there can be no doubt that he should 
be punished ; but before hment is dealt out, they should be published, and 
public opinion on them should be evoked. It is also said that the territory of 
Cashmere, which was sold by the British Government to the father of the present 
Raja, is to be bought from him for money, and that no restraint whatever will be 
put upon his liberty ; and this arrangement cannot be construed into a forcible 
of his kingdom from him. Whether this settlement be right or not, 
it will give rise to a particular kind of anxiety in the minds of the people and. 
rinces of this country, and they will look upon it with suspicion and diffidence. 
The pe Te pers approve of the action of Government, and wish that 
the purchase should be completed at once. Had the Conservative Ministry been 
in office a little longer there is no doubt that the Province of Cashmere would 
have been British territory before this. It cannot be believed that the Liberal 
Ministry will even think of making this improper settlement, and no fear need 
be entertained that the independence of Cashmere will be interfered with. One 
of their main prineiples is that no interferenee should be allowed in the internal 
- affairs of foreign princes, and the reasons assigned for the annexation of 
Cashmere do not seem so appropriate as to make the proceeding justifiable. 


The Rdst Goftdér (55) of the 2nd May, in a leader headed ‘“ A word to Sir 

J. Fergusson,” gives His Excellency a hearty welcome > 
. Gives advice to Sir James and wishes him success in his gubernatorial career. 
a Of late the Government of this Presidency has deteri- 
orated. Sir Richard Temple was a Civilian and he failed to c on the 
administration properly. ‘The Honourable Mr. Ashburner conducted the duties 
of Acting Governor with activity, propriety and grace, but his tenure of office 
was short, and he was therefore obliged to reserve the disposal of important 
questions to Sir James Fergusson. The new Ministry claims to introduce 
reforms, and His Excellency as its representative ought to reform the 
administration of this Presidency. Hithertoa policy of dilatoriness, careless- 
ness, indifference, long promises, false praises, arbitrariness and class prejudices 
has been followed. His Excelleney should re-place it by a policy of despatch, 
frankness, liberality and kindness. He should personally look into every 
question and decide it himself as a liberal minded Englishman. He should take 
care not to allow himself to be guided by the partial Europeans by whom he is 
surrounded. Sir Richard Temple enquired carefully into every question that came 
before him, but hisCivilian prejudices warped hisjudgment and debarred him from 
acting with independence. Suir Philip Wodehouse was willing to act impartially, 
but being credulous he was a good deal misled by the opinions of the Europeans 
who surrounded him. The Rédst Goftdr does not mean that Sir James should not 
seek advice from Europeans, but he should make personal enquiries into every 
question for his own satisfaction. The Englishmen in India are very. different 
from their brethren in England, America and even Australia. Most of 
them leave their good qualities, which have made them foremost in the 
world, behind when they leave England. They have formed a caste of their 
own in India, and they keep themselves aloof from the millions of the natives 
of this country. They consider themselves as belonging to a superior class, and 
hence they look from a selfish point of view at all questions in which the 
interests of the natives are involved. The native subjects of Her Imperial 
Majesty are ignorant, uneducated, and have very few advocates. There are 
also few vernacular papers, and the number of public associations is also small. 
His Excellency should, therefore, try to learn the real public opinion which 
1s certainly not that of a handful of European. strangers. He should also 
endeavour to supply the real wants of the native subjects. They are dissatisfied | 
with the past administration, and it rests with His Excellency to remove the 
dissatisfaction and to re-gain their former love. A yast gulf which widens day by 
day is created between the Europeans and the natives, and the same should be 
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lessened. as much as possible. They should be brought together often, and . 
questions arising between them should be 1 Hally decided. A just and 
should also be given in to the political mghts of the 


proper decision 
natives. 


The same,-in alluding to the astounding deficit which has been discovered | 

in Sir John Strachey’s budget, observes that it is 

Observations on the as- not surprising that the estimates should have been 

tounding Powe 39 Pines found erroneous. In 1879 Sir John wished to impose 

metho nt ae lg new taxes and to devote the Famine Insurance Fund 

| to some other than its legitimate purpose, and he 

showed that the finances were in an unsatisfactory condition. Next he 

was desirous to meet all the expenses from the year’s revenue, and he therefore 

tried to show that the was fall to overflowing. It was even then a 

great mystery how such a radical change should have occurred in so short a 

time. The public knew that the accounts were cooked. Mr. Gladstone said 

that a portion of the expenses of the Afghan war were withheld in order to. 

show that the revenue balanced the expenditure. It now remains to be seen 

whether there was an error in calculation or whether the accounts were 

Pp y withheld. But how was this error not discovered before? How was 

it not found out when the bu was framed ? Another question occurs as to 

how far the Viceroy and the Finance Minister should be held responsible for 

the mistake. They should be called upon to submit explanations before ‘they 
resign their offices. 

A correspondent of the Yajddén Parast (57) of the 2nd May contends that 

the appointment of Mr. Jehéngir K4wasji Jehdngir 

Readmoney as a Delegate of the Parsi Chief Matri- 

monial Court is not appropriate. He left school only 

a few months ago, and he is not yet twenty-five. He 

cannot be said to possess a sufficient experience of 

life, and he is therefore not qualified to pronounce 

decisions in cases which may come before him as a Delegate. There are many 

gentlemen among P4rsis who by their education, experience and age, are 

thoroughly fit to discharge the duties of a Delegate, and one of them should 


have been selected to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Mr. 
Nasarwadnji Manekj: Petit. 


The Loka Mitra (59) of the 2nd May observes that the resignation of | 
eee Mr. Lape ye omy will bn Pagel ip —. regret by the 

Expresses y ‘or people of this Presidency; an icular those 
ss sa. eile ta the mofussil. He “tl hora rae: the 
Bombay Civil Service in consequence of his having incurred the displeasure 
of Sir Richard Temple. In 1878 he was Collector of Sdtéra, and in 
ra of that ydar instructions were issued to several Collectors to report 
upon the number of deaths which had occurred from famine within their 
respective jurisdictions. Mr. Bosanquet stated that the number of deaths in 
his district exceeded those in other districts, and the reason which he 
assigned was that the arrangements for supplying rations to the famine- 
stricken people were incomplete. This report was a censure on Sir Richard’s 
famine arrangements, and as it was ultimately to go into the hands of the 
Secretary of State, an indirect pressure was brought to bear upon Mr. Bosanquet 
to withdraw it. But he plainly stated that he had reported nothing but the 
truth as he was in duty bound to do. This drew upon him the displeasure of 
the Governor. He again incurred the wrath of Sir Richard. Temple by his 
Opposition to the objectionable Forest Conservancy Act. He dismissed the 
charge of riot brought by Mr. FitzGerald against certain ryots who had suffered 
from the stringency of the forest laws, and who had carried their complaint to 
him. The Government of Bombay disapproved of this decision, and appointed 
another officer to investigate the x In this second enquiry, the prisoners 
were punished, and this proceeding was an indirect insult to Mr. Bosanquet. 
Sir Richard then degraded him from a Coll ectorship to a First Assistant Collector- 
ship on greatly reduced emoluments. Though the Honourable Mr. Ashburner, 
as Acting Governor, soon restored him to his former status, he was not 
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gatisfied and has resigned the service. Thus he has suffered in his anxiety to do 
justice and to benefit poor people. Besides the consolation which he must 
feel in having acted justly, he carries with him the sympathy of the public. 
The same praises Mr. Grant, the Municipal Commissioner of Bombay, for 

| his merciful disposition and impartiality. The credit 

of the diseovery. of the Malabar Hill Reservoir fraud 

is due to him. If he had not courageously discharged 

his duty in this matter, it would not have come to 

light at all. Though he exposed all the faults of Mr. Walton, yet he tried to 

defend him. The people of Bombay owe a deep debt of gratitude to the 

Commissioner for this service, and ought to re-pay it at some future time in an 

appropriate manner. Mr. Grant’s merciful disposition shone very conspicuously 

when he was Collector of Shol4pur. He made great exertions in the cause of 

the famine-stricken people, and not only obtained Government aid for them but 
spent some money from his own pocket for their relief. 


The same observes that Lord Lytton’s administration has been most 


_ disappointing. He passed the unpopular Press Act, 
Observes that Lord ytton’s earried on the murderous Afghan war, imposed the 
administration et Ind’ © unjust license-tax, and itted several oth 
pointed the people of India. unjust license-tax, and comm seve other 
. enormities of lesser importance. Ofcourse it cannot be 
said that he did not adopt any good and praiseworthy measures during his 
four years’ rule. His Minute in the notorious Fuller Case raised great ex- 
tions that India would receive numerous benefits at his hands, but they 
ve not been unfortunately realized. The Delhi Darbar which was held in honor 
of the assumption of the Imperial title by the Queen was a great occurrence, 
but it is to be regretted that ever since imperialism has been on the ascendant. 
Lord Lytton was more anxious to carry out the questionable policy of Lord 
Beaconsfield than to further the interests of the poor millions entrusted to his 
care. At the close of his administration he has been made an Earl, but he will 
not carry with him to his native land the love and gratitude of his Indian 
subjects, he 


; Municipalities. 
The Bombay Chronicle (49) of the 2nd May observes that since the Tulsi 
- and Vehdér Lakes do not yield a sufficient supply of 


Donken whether a palsies water to the city of Bombay, the Municipal authorities 
80 of water will be foun : ° : 
ce ee ee and the rate-payers should consider in time the 


. uestion of the underground sewer which is bein 
paces Bh om the night owl . built for conveying the night-soil into the sea. For 
the sea. the drainage a plentiful supply of water is necessary, 
which both the lakes have failed to give in a year 
which was preceded by an ooo og A heavy fall of rain. If sufficient water is 
not found to work the drain, the latter will give rise to horrible epidemics 
_ which will commit no small havoc among the population of the island. It will 
be better therefore to stop the drainage works before they are much advanced. 


The Bombay Samachar (51) of the 6th May observes that the contractor 
of the Malabar Hill Reservoir committed the impro- 
Disapproves of the settle- prety of using in its constructiun the stones dug 
—- by the Town Council of ont from the spot in place of Sewri or Coorla stones, 
e claim against the contrac- . | 
tor of the Malabar Hil 28 contracted for by him, and thus caused a loss 
Reservoir. of about fifty thousand rupees to the Corporation. 
The claim for this damage has been compounded 
at the suggestion of the Municipal Commissioner and the Solicitor to the 
Corporation, for the sum of rupees fifteen thousand. In the first place, this 
amount is too small, and should not have been accepted. The claim against 
the contractor should have been allowed to be settled by the High Court, in 
which he had already filed a suit against the Corporation. The enquiry, in 
Court would have served the important object of making an investigation into 
the conduct of certain Municipal officers in the matter of the reservoir. Hence 
it is desirable that the decision of the Town Council should be brought on for 
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discussion before a general meeting of the Corporation which ought to settle 
the matter in a way consonant to justice and to the interests of the rate-payers. 
(The Jéme Jamsed (52) of the 6th May expresses similar sentiments.) 
The Wepdr Wartamdn (54) of the 7th May observes that the settlement of 
| the claim against the contractor of the Malabar Hill 
of the settlement Reservoir for using the stone dug out from the spot 
of the claim against the ci «O8 Which the reservoir is built for the sum of ru 
a <> —— fifteen thousand is satisfactory, and Mr. Grant deserves 
2 credit for effecting this compromise. If the claim had 
been ed in the High Court, the Municipal servants would have had to bear 
a great deal of worry and the Corporation a good deal of pecuniary loss. All 
this has been avoided by the settlement made and the rate-payers must be glad. 
The Municipal officers will have now ample time to look after the water-supply, 
about which there has been a great deal of complaint of late. 


The Yajddén Parast (57) of the 2nd May also complains that for the last 

; .._ two weeks the people of Bombay have been suffering 

: —— scarcity from a aoe of water. It isa great shame to the 
= a Municipal authorities that this should be so. It is no 
little discredit to them that after spending a kror and a quarter of rupees on 
two large lakes, the inhabitants of this island should still suffer from an 
insufficient supply. When the Tulsi lake was under construction, a promise 
was given that the supply of water would be increased ; but how far have those 
assurances been realised ? The members of the Town Council and the Corpora- 
“tion are all rich men, and hence they do not suffer so much inconvenience as 
the poor rate-payers do from a short supply, and therefure they do not take 
any notice of the complaints of the public. The rate-payers should call upon 


the Corporation to appoint a Commission to enquire into the causes of this 
unsatisfactory condition of the water-supply. 


Railways. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 2nd May, in a leading article, says among 
other things that it feels constrained to bring to the 
Makes ge pag we notice of Government the cruel manner in which the 
indian Peninsula Railway.  2Uthorities of the G. I. P. Railway are in the habit of 
treating their third class native passengers. Formerly | 

they were carried in brake vans only over the Bhore and Thull Ghaut inclines, 
but now they are conveyed in these detestable carriages all the way from 
Bombay to Poona and Egutpura. In these vans the benches are so close to 
each other that sitting with any comfort is an impossibility. They are also 
absolutely closed to the breeze on one side, and as if these inconveniences were 
not sufficiently disgraceful, they are filled with twice as many passengers as 
they can properly hold. Besides, these vans are attached to the mail trains in 
which people usually travel in order to avoid over-crowding, so that the greatest 


amount of m is inflicted on those who pay an extra charge for quick 
travelling. W Fad no doubt, says the Natwe Opinion, that the authorities of 


the G. I. P. Railway will allege some grounds for the course which they are 

pursuing, but they must remember that native passengers are human beings, 

that they pay for their travelling, and that therefore it would not do not to 
t 


think of their comfort. The natives of India are very meek, and they do not 
know how to assert their rights. If similar cruelties were practised by the 
railway companies in England upon their passengers, the matter would at once 
attract notice. The question would be agitated instantly in Parliament and in 
newspapers, and pressure would be brought to bear upon Government to institute 
enquiries in order to take remedial measures. But unfortunately the case is 
different in India. There are here no local associations of any influence, the 
newspapers have no weight, independent persons who would fight for the public 
good are unknown, and hence the people have no means of getting their 
grievances redressed, unless the Government chooses to step in of its own accord 
and exert its lawful authority. Ifthe Consulting Engineer or the Traffic 
Manager were to see in person the overcrowding which takes place in these 


brake vans, they would at once take action to prevent it, if they have the 
feelings of a human being. 


The Gujardt Mitra (50) of the 2nd Ma observes that since the Samvat~' 3 
year 1907, when the present Nawdb of Jana ae 
manages ascended the Gédi, the State has been mismanaged by g an . 


Condemns the 

tog ae State by several Diwans until the late Mr. Gokalji 
became Minister. He died two years and again — Se 

the affairs of the State have fallen into disorder. Mr. Salo Hindi, the present =§ == 
Minister, is not well educated, and hence is ill qualified for his post. He seems ee 
to place implicit confidence in some of his scheming subordinates. Complaints Z 
against his administration appeared in the Mitra, and thereupon Colonel Barton 
issued stringent orders to effect improvements. But he ought to have 

pointed with the. permission of Government a Commission to find out the 
Ks mings of the administration. Mr. Béudin seems able enough tocarry ~ = 
on the duties of Private to the Nawd4b, and Mr. Narsiprasadis good =i 
as the head of the Judicial Department. Mr. Sdle Hindi has discouraged trade : 
and commerce by increasing the transit duties. He has done this to augment 
the State revenue, but no benefit has accrued. 


The same has heard that Saddéshankar, the brother of M4mal, oppressed =~ 
ae oe — . a + the Wisdwadar mone of the =i 
Complaints against undégad State when he was in charge, and they sent 
ee a petition to the Diwan, se Fr som 5d of their erldy- 
ances, and praying for redress. But since no notice was taken of their com- 
plaint, they have me out-laws. Formerly the Customs Department of the ie 
town of J was well managed ; of late the duties have been increased, the _- 
Kotwali cess has been amalgamated with other duties without the permission 7 
of the State authorities being obtained, and the management of the department ee: 
is entrusted to Mdmal’s brother-in-law; and this has given rise to various - 
complaints. Mamal will do well to contradict the above assertions if they ie: 
are untrue. Seg 


A correspondent of the same observes that in June 1878 the then Subba of =a 
Navséri made certain enquiries into the Mapdrd4 tax 

Requests the Diwan of levied by the Desdéi of Gandevi on the ryots of 
ae relieve at once te Bilimora, but nothing is yet known about the result, 
rity It is now said that the contract given by the Deséi 

for collecting the tax for the current year will expire 

in June next, and that a new contract will be entered into for realizing the tax = 
for the next year. It behoves the Diwan of Baroda to dispose of this case at 


once and to relieve the people of Bilimora from this heavy tax at an early date, 
G. W. KURKARAY, aS 

Reporter on the Native Press, ” | = 

New Secretariat, Bombay, | Be = 

Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, | a 
11th May 1880, - ee 
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issued. In these cases, an estimate, has been made by the Reporter, 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 9th May says :—“ Sir James Fergusson has 

ai te te assumed charge of his high office at a time when the 

Janus Forpeon. Affairs of this Presidency are in a rather critical state. 
His predecessor left the pore generally in ive 

discontent. In spite of the demonstrations of artificial loyalty evoked by Sir 
Richard Temple’s sudden and rather theatrical leave-taking, the fact has never 
been denied that his administration was one of the worst which Bombay has 
yet witnessed. It was disfigured by all those blemishes which have marked 
the personal bearing of Sir Richard Temple. Its activity was restlessness, its 
promises were hollow professions its advice and counsel, other words for silent 
encroachments. Sir Richard’s will was uncontrolled, his action absolute and 
despotic. His whole career has been one of personal ambition. But as respon- 
sible ruler of Bombay, he showed himself most in his true colours. He seldom 
listened to the whispers of conscience or to the voice of independent public 
opinion, and so far did he go in asserting his own will, which was, of course, 
the will of his masters, that 1t would not be wrong to say that his administra- 
tion was most unconstitutional. We have only to glance at some of his high- 
handed proceedings to realise the extent of mischief which Sir Richard Temple 
has done in the short space of three years. His heartless policy in regard to 
the Deccan famine, the Forest Conservancy, the Land Revenue Code Bill, the 
Salt and Abk4ri Acts, and his unreasoning obedience to the will of irresponsible 
bureaucrats will leave an indelible blot upon Sir Richard’s administration of 
this Presidency. It is not only the press and the public of Bombay that con- 
demned Sir Richard Temple’s career, but even the official classes, the Civilians 
themselves were, as a rule, disgusted with the spirit of an administration so 
devoid of principle.. During the respite of a month and a half when Mr. Lionel 
Ashburner was in charge of the Presidency, all classes breathed more freely 
than before. These facts we have stated here, and although we are not among 
those who have denounced the retired Governor as.the murderer of the Afghan 
nation and as a political renegade, our admiration for his talents and industry 
cannot make us connive at the many ruinous results of his administration. 
Under his successor the public of Bombay expect a steady return to constitu- 
tional policy, and there is every reason to believe that we shall not be dis- 
appointed in our expectations. Sir James Fergusson is a Scotchman, and there- 
fore ‘safe’. He is an outsider with no personal interests or prejudices, and there- 
fore capable of forming an unbiassed judgment. In politics he is a Conser- 
vative of the good old stamp, not one of the revolutionists to whose lust of 
power and greed of territory the dearest interests of the Empire have been 
ruthlessly sacrificed. Sir James is, therefere, not likely to agree with the Govern- 
ment of India as well as the India Office as a matter of course, but more likely to 
speak out when there isneed. And what we want at this juncture in a Governor 
of Bombay is a statesman who can distinguish between blind servility and 
manly obedience. Sir James is said to be a Presbyterian by creed: it is hoped 
his Presbyterianism is mellowed by the sympathies of a warm and sociable 
temperament and an experience of life under diverse circumstances. He hasalso 
the reputation of a fairly successful administrator. Want of local experience is 


no doubt a drawback, but we hope that Sir James Fergusson will find in the | 


high officials of State surrounding him wise and faithful counsellors. We also 
hope that the shadow of vulgar absolutism which has so long hung over the 
vision of many a worthy official has already disappeared. We trust that 
under the new régime every responsible official will consult the wishes of the 
people as reflected in the mirror of public opinion. For some time Sir James 
Fergusson may expect to have a rather hard time of it. He will have to undo 
much that has been done and to do what has been left undone. Part of 
his duty may be odious, but if he once for all makes up his mind to be 
guided by real public opinion, he will never find cause to repent. Let His 
Excellency re-assure the public by importing into the Legislative Council some 
really representative strength such as ean be secured under existing circum- 
Stances. As it stands, the Governor’s Council admits of little clement of 


are | 
Gene  edataliy cake intoreets, I But in assuring the 
oe gal were eir interests, His Excellency should 
disregard the advice and opmion of the responsible heads of d 
one is as indispensable a condition of Government as the other. 
again there is the vexatious forest question. ‘The o ion of forest 
under ous menials is becoming a curse to the country. 
beneficent in their aim, these laws are an innovation, and for the time being 
they deprive the poorer hill tribes of their only source of maintenance. Some 
ision ought to be made for these helpless and the working of the 
rest laws ought on no agri dhe be ag to a the 
desperate mountaineers into ou . e question of high, primary and 
practical education requires sapitel eoaaidevation, and the marketable value of 
education should be raised. Many other questions, some of them more import- 
ant than those which we have indicated, will have to be encountered, 
and it is to be sincerely hoped that they will all be solved in time and in the 
ublic opinion. In Sir James Fergusson there is little fear of 
remote and we se jangle rides, of costly and unproductive provincial rail- 
ways entailing the ruin of Native States, of wanton interference in the official 
work of departments, and of imperious dictation to those who think differently 
from the Governor. At any rate the public hope every thing for the best. The 


new Governor enters upon his duties.with the kindest wishes of the people for 
the success of his administration. 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 9th — one of its 8 oe 33 
: it appears a telegram recently pubh in 
Pres a acta Placer that the Government of India have made up 
| their mind to buy the State of Cashmere for ninety 
lacs of rupees, and it is said that the proposal has been abandoned for a time on 
account of a tel from England. The Times of India says that the 
Cashmere question will be the first which will have to be decided by the new 
Viceroy. This has sent a thrill throughout the native community, who have 
become anxious about the future of India under the new Ministry. Lord 
Northbrook’s administration is still remembered with detestation. The English 
a a are always publishing well or ill-founded reports calculated to lower the 
influence of Native Princes and native administrations. The reasons advanced 
for buying back Cashmere are the supposed mismanagement of famine and the 
correspondence with Russia. Both these allegations are false. The 
manner of working the ruin of a Native State 1s somewhat as follows :—In the 
. first place the English press directs its artillery against it. Then comes a 
Government report, and the Native Prince is asked to furnish explanation. 
ga is of pag to be unsatisfactory. The Viceroy then telegraphs 
proposal to 
ment Resolution is then published declaring the Prince incompetent. He is 
therefore deposed and sent into retirement. The Gdikw4d of Baroda and the 
Chief of Sangli were treated exactly in this way. The gravest charge which 
has been brought against the. Méhéréja of Cashmere is that he mismanaged 
famines. Was the famine of 1876-77 well managed? asks the Deccan Star. 
Did not the subjects of the Em die by thousands? Were they not starved ? 
These facts reflect awfully on the shortcomings of the British administration, 
and yet the Government of India has the impudence to come down upon the 
Méhdrdja of Cashmere, and charge him with maladministration and mismanage- 
ment of famine. There has hardly ever been a Viceroy who has not annexed 
one or more Native States. Lord Northbrook virtually annexed Baroda, and 
Lord Lytton has disintegrated Afghanistan. It will fall to the lot of the 
Marquess of Ripon to appropriate Cashmere. 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 10th May, in a leading article says that when 

| Sir John Strachey delivered his last Financial State- 

sroy, cf, thy tionding that there osld be no debels and Ua the’ expendi 
Fy 2 , t there would be no deficit, and 1 
chy — * ture would balance the revenue including even the 
expenses of the Afghan war. This rose-coloured view 
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of State, who of course sanctions it. The Govern- 
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- of Indian finance did not-meet with the of well informed persons on 

Indian politics. They felf amazed at the tions made, but at the same 
time could not bring themselves to believe that Sir John Strachey would 
deliberately publish a false balance-sheet. They had, therefore, to content 
ves with merely expressing their own sentiments. But the astounding 
blunder has after all been discovered, and those who objected to Sir John 
Strachey’s figures and statements have come out triumphant. When the news 


of this enormous deficit reached England, English newspa caine ill 
political parties at once fell foul of Sir John Strachey : ne The thibs 


Standard, the organ of the Conservative party to which Sir John Strachey 
en” pier that he should be removed, and the London Times 
considered his alleged defence to be frivolous. The latter even went so far as 
to say that Sir John had knowingly committed this blunder, and that the 
Viceroy was privy to it. Now admitting this miscalculation to be a mere 
mistake, we believe, says the Indu Prakdsh, that it would never have come to 
light if Lord Beaconsfield had been in power. Whether the was framed 
with the view of helping the Conservative party at the general election, we are 
not prepared to say, but the disclosure of the deficit will certainly throw an 
additional burden on the people of India in their present deplorable condition. 
It remains to be seen how Mr. Gladstone extricates the Indian finances from 
their disordered state. The Bombay Times suggests that the duty on cotton 
levied undér the Cotton Fraud’s Act should be continued, and its proceeds swept 
into the general treasury. This s ion is capital, but we do not see any 
justification for continuing the existenee of the Cotton Fraud’s Department. 

ere are other ways of giving relief to the finances. The salaries of the high- 
est officials in India have been pitched on an enormous scale, and they could 
easily stand considerable reduction. The Ecclesiastical D ent 1s a use- 
less encumbrance on the public purse, and it might be as well abolished. Simi- 
larly, there are other departments where the clipping process can be carried ‘on 
with advantage. If the policy of retrenchment is honestly pursued, the neces- 
sity for imposing additional taxation will be avoided. In conclusion, we are 
strongly of opinion that officials should be severely punished for their misdeeds, 


and that the people should petition Government against the levying of new 
taxes. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 9th May, in a leading article says that during 
eer eae he time of the , om Tg ad Peto after 
Rune m connéc- the assumption of the sovereignty by the Queen, the 
pa Fed gage of the ‘fate of political parties in england did not affect 
Indian affairs. This state of things has however now 

completely changed. During the ascendancy of the Conservatives, India was 
harassed in a variety of ways. Unjust taxes were imposed, public money was 
spent lavishly, fruitful sources of revenue were abandoned in the most reckless 
manner, the public accounts were cooked, sufficient prevision was not exercised. 
to meet famines, cruel wars were entered inte without any adequate cause; 
these are a few of the evils which the late Conservative Mini inflicted on 
India. But the leading men of the Liberal party which was then in opposi- 
tion did not remain sileat. They openly denounced the iniquity of the policy 
which was being pursued towards India, and expressed their commiseration 
about the treatment of the natives. They also declared that if they were in 
power, they would undo what had been ae Now they have an opportunity 
of redeeming their promises, since the recent general election has given the 
Liberals an undisputed majority in the House of Commons. After giving a 
list of the members of the new Cabinet, the writer expresses his satisfaction at 
the appointment of Lord Hartington as of State for India and the 
Marquess of Ripon as Viceroy, and observes that both these noblemen are not 
pledged to any particular views, and therefore are free to do what is right and 
pom The success of the Liberal party has spread joy not only in land 


ut over the whole civilized wor The people of India are sy. 
great things from the new Ministry, and it is said that the inhabitants of Cabal 
are rejoicing at the return of the Liberals to power. The acceptance by Mr. 


Gladstone of the highest office under the Crown at such critical juncture is full 
of good omen for the future for the British Empire. He-is the most eminent 


“heen 


ieee: 


unri . He has ees tes i ~ 
beer ] philanthrapy is well wn. ne advent 
power is calculated to give satisfaction to 


ec 


earnestly 


strongly recommend that the natives of India should not remain inert, but should 
use their utmost endeavour to bring their grievances to the notice of 
Parliament. : See 


The Poona Herald (11) of the 28th April, in a leading article says that 

: are on sess official in npr gg wet severe en 

Complains of the high- hi ecessors, in dealing wi e people. This 

ee, ee of Mr. remark applies to all, from the Governor General 
ay Inspector nm Gown to Police Inspectors. 

Narayan was some time Inspector in 

Poona, and his character was well known ; but his successor Mr. Kyte has not 


been long in showing of what metal he is made. He is even more high-hand- 
ed than hi ecessor. Every year wrestling matches take place in the city 
of Poona, and a large crowd usually assembles to witness them. The same 
assemblage would have collected this year, but Mr. Kyte prevented it on the 
plea’ that it would have ended im a disturbance. During the Shimga holidays 
some street-rows occurred, and from these occurrences Mr. Kyte concluded that 
similar scenes might be enacted at wrestling matches, and hence the prohibition 
which he issued. The justification is utterly absurd. Wrestling matches have 
been held in Poona for years, and yet no rows have been known to happen. 
Besides, it is by no means clear whether Mr. Kyte has any legal authority for 
the course which he took, It would seetit as if the opinion of the officer for 
the time being is to be the law in fature. Last month the police objected to 
the performance of a play in the theatre in Poona, but on remonstrance they 
gave way. It is to be hoped that’ the public will not fail to take action against 
the tyranny of the police. ___. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 9th May, in one of its leading articles alludes to 
the discovery of an astounding deficit in the last 


Makes remarks on the dis- Financial Statement of Sir John Strachey, and observes 
co of the asto 


parade unding de- that the future of India looks extremely gloomy. It 
a John Strachey’s +. of course natural on the part of the ar Ministers 
to pick holes in the doings of their predecessors, and it 
would not have much mattered if the mistake hud been one of an ordinary kind ; 
but this deficit is so enormous that it ought to be thoroughly investigated and 
accounted for. When the Financial Statement was read in the Legislative 
Council at Calcutta in February last, it was stated by Sir John Strachey, who 
draws thousands of rupees per month, and who approves of the partial incidence 
of the license-tax, that there would be a surplus of about forty lacs, including 
the cost of the Afghan war. This statement created astonishment at the time, 
and it was then surmised that Sir John Strachey had taken a somewhat rose- 
coloured view of Indian finance, and had immensely underestimated the cost of 
the Afghan war, in order to exempt the official classes from the operation of the 
license-tax. Whatever may be the truth, Sir John Strachey should be called 
upon to furnish ex tion of this huge blunder, and should not be allowed to 
resign until it has admitted to be satisfactory. It may ap that no 
harm will result in not exacting responsibility from high officials, since the 
consequences of the discovery of this deficit will be felt by the wretched 
inhabitants of India ; but this is a very narrow view to take. We earnestly 
hope, says the Arunodaya, that Mr. Gladstone will meet this deficiency by 
reducing orpoditate, and trust that he will not resort to the expedient of 
increasing the debt or of imposing additional taxation. | 
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such is the case, Government should set itself to reduce the present 
judicial charges by altering the area and jurisdiction of courts which 
established. If it be admitted that the taxation of India has reached its 
limits, then has not the time arrived for setting aside all plans which in a 
an increase of expenditure? The iveness of civil courts is perhaps not ee 
realised by Government, as their cost 1s recovered from those who frequent them, 
but the latter feel its crushing weight. a 
The Jagan Mitra (14) of the 10th May says that the Disarming Act has es. 
been productive of much mischief, but its worst effects a 

Complains that the in- are now felt in the Collectorate of Ratndgiri. In this a 


hapiesa ot, Ss district the monkeys destroy fruit and vege- 


themselves from the Pr wg tables, and the inhabitants are unable to protect them- 


ion of monkeys. selves or their property inst these destructive 
“ animals for want of guns. Until last year those who — 


obtained the permission of the Collector were allowed to 
licenses are not issued. What can be the reason of this strange 
It is to be hoped that the Collector will enquire into this matter, and restore 


the guns which were seized last year. 
The Shiwdj: (27) of the 7th May, in a leading article says that the , oo 
of the Vernacular Press in India was a serious blot on ‘ a | 


Says that efforts should be the late Conservative administration. The liberty of 
lt Ba ag the the press which the people of this country had been 


enjoying for years was taken away from them by Lord 
Lytton in an instant. For this disgraceful act, there was no justification what- 
ever. The native press, as a rule, never indulged in seditious , and if 


any vernacular newspaper was foolish enough to publish any such, it was 
absurd to imagine that it could endanger the stability of the British rule. In 
the first place the natives of India are ey loyal, and hence they are 
extremely unlikely to rise against their rulers by the publication of any writing 


reflecting on Government. Any official who should believe otherwise must be ae 
devoid of common sense. [f politicians who approve of such laws as the Verna- a 
cular Press Act were to come to India in large numbers, the miseries of the 
people will know no bounds. The Government in India has no means of know- 


vernacular are very oppressive. It rests with the officials alone to determine 

whether any writing is seditious or not, and hence they are apt to give notice 
for what may turn out to be a perfectly harmless composition, as happened in 

the case of the Shiwdji about a year ago. If the same language had appeared 

in a book, perhaps the matter would not have ended without the co tion ‘ 
of the printing press. Amidst all these harrowing trials, there is one consola- ae 
tion. Mr. G ne and the Marquess of Hartington, when in opposition, have ee 
both expressed their disapprobation of the Vernacular Press Act, and hence it os 
would not be difficult to induce them to carry out their views, now that they | 
are in power. The Shiwdji, therefore, earnestly hopes that the Poona Sarvajé- ig 
nika Sabhé and those educated natives who are now in Poona will not delay in “a 
convening a meeting to protest against the Vernacular Press Act, and to =  ~=| 
petition Parliament on the subject. The various Associations in India should a 
also be called upon to take similar action. 3 


The Satya Mitra (48) of the 13th May, ina a article says that the 
ay ee i British Government has now so thoroughly established S 
supposed aumowation trae’ its sway over all the Native Princes in India that it a 
mere. will have no difficulty in making them pensioners ; but a 


it is a subject for congratulation that it does not do so, 
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a thing of the past. 

by what has transpired about Cashmere. It is 

that it is the intention of the Government of India to re-purchase the 
territory of Cashmere for the sum of money for which it was sold to the ancestor 
of the t Méhérdja. If this news be correct, the question might be asked 
wh the Nizam should not be allowed to buy the Berars in the same manner. 
If the British Government really holds the fee-simple of all land in India, there 
is no reason why it should even agree to pay seventy lacs of ru The 
annexation of Cashmere would not be a politic measure, and it will certainly 


create dissatisfaction. The natives of India are helpless, and the British Govern- 


ment is strong enough to do anything it pleases ; but if it really cares for good 
name and reputation, it will not perpetrate such injustice. The Liberals 
are in power, and Mr. Gladstone is their leader. It is to be hoped that he will 
give his best consideration to this subject, and will do what is right. 


The Poona Waibhaw (44) of the 11th May says that there has hardly been 

any Governor General of India who has not annexed 

Makes pry A the one or more Native States. Although the policy of 
annexation has not been on the ascendant since the 
close of Lord Dalhousie’s administration, yet Lord Northbrook practically 
annexed the State of Baroda. During Lord n’s timo a portion of Afgha- 
nistan has been added to the dominions of the Empress, and the confiscation of 
the territory of the R4jé of Cashmere is already threatened. It will rest 
with Lord yr or to complete this work. Up to the present time the mis- 
government of the R4jé of Cashmere has been the subject of animadversion 
only in public journals; but it is said that matters have come to such a crisis 
that Government have been obliged to interfere. It is alleged that this decided 
action has been taken on account of the discovery of some correspondence of the 
Méhédréja with the Russian authorities and the late Ameer of Cabul, or it may 
be that the mismanagement of famine may to certain extent be answerable for 
it. There isalso a third conjecture. Lord Lytton’s policy in Afghanistan has 
been a complete failure, particularly in a financial point of view, and it may be 
that His Lordship is thinking of wiping out this blot on his administration 
by the performance of some t deed such as the annexation of a Native 
State. It remains to be seen whether the accession of the Liberal party to 
power will make any difference. ee 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 9th May severely censures Sir John Strachey 
. for committing the mistake which has been recently 


etn A ae SirJohn discovered. He wanted to impose the unpopular 
sient of the Pest ox of Inde. license-tax, and showed that the treasury was empty. 


Bat when the Indian Government and their supporters 
in England wished to continue the Afghan war and to pay its whole cost from 
the Indian revenues, Sir John represented that the finances were in a highly 
satisfactory condition. This miraculous change in the financial position was 
surprising ; but, strange to say, the India Office authorities did not discover its 
unsoundness till the Conservative Ministry was out of power. The Finance 
Minister ought to be held responsible for the grave error which has been 
found out. But it is proposed to present him with a large bonus for giving up 
his claims to the Lieutenant-Governorship of the North-West Provinces, and 
for undertaking the duties of the Financial Member of Council. For having 
involved the country in great financial difficulties, he not only deserves no 
bonus but ought to be visited with severe punishment. 


The same states that a merchant complains that when goods are despatched 

. from any station of the B. B. & C. I. Railway for 

PRs gang that goods are transmission to any station of the Western Rajputana 
the gs nacre State Railway and vice versd, they are kept for some 
the Western Rajpntana State time at the junction station, and are thus delayed in 


y and vice versd. nang their destination. This delay causes losses 
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grain get rotten, and the grain is often wasted. This unsatisfactory state of 

eee toric bee. a. week of a sufficient number of at the terminal 

stations of the two railways to meet the increasing traffic. Even at the 

stations of the State Railway an adequate number of trucks is not be had, and 

large quantities of goods are allowed to be at those stations. This isthe result 

of adopting a narrow guage to connect a broad line. Government 

should take immediate action to remedy the above complaint. 

The Bombay Samdchdr (49) of the 11th May, in alluding to Lord Ripon’s 

: : i Bs a as a deputation of hay he oe eg 

Makes remarks on on educational matters, observes that the despatch of 
Bipon's eduoational policy. =the Court of < 


Directors on the subject of education 
is twenty-five years old, and the policy marked out in it is far behind the 
pro 


gress which education has since made. It is to be hoped that the Marquess 
does not think that it is desirable to make reer movement in this important 
question. Several European officials and a rs believe that it is 
undesirable to give a liberal education to the people of this country, and if 
His Lordship joins their ranks, India will be visited with an awful misfortune. 
Within the last twenty-five years, higher education has done a good deal 
towards the spread of civilization in this country, and it, therefore, requires 
every encouragement from the ruling authorities. — 
The same, in alluding to the explanation given the Government of 
} ms Hd in vm to the deficit “which has been dis- 
, Makes remarks in connec- covered in Sir John Strachey’s budget, observes that 
tion with the discovery of it is not satisfactory. It is alleged that after the 
a deficit in Sir John 
Sg s budget. budget was pacsescine the expenses of the Afghan war 
un y increased, and consequently the esti- 
mates have been exceeded. But it is astonishing that the war expenditure 
should have suddenly grown within four weeks after the delivery of the budget 
to such a large amount as four krors of rupees. Perhaps the increase had 
taken place before the estimates were made up; and this looks probable from 
the surmise made on this subject, both here and in England, that probably the 
estimates were purposely underrated in order to afford help to Lord Beaconsfield’s 
Ministry at the general election. Mr. Gladstone had previously declared 
that the expenses of the Afghan war were underestimated. But Lord Lytton 
contradicted him a few weeks ago, and yet he now admits the blunder. Even 
this admission is not,worth much, inasmuch as the estimates will have to be 
further increased, and the extent of the increase will depend upon the 
result of the enquiries which have been ordered. From the declarations which 
have been made on this subject, it ought not to surprise the public if the deficit 
amounts to about ten krors of rupees. It is likely to reach that figure, since the 
cost of the frontier railway and the expenses incurred in England on account of 
the war have not been included in the general balance-sheet. It is gratifying 
to some extent that Mr. Fawcett thinks that under the difficulties in which 


India is placed, England will share with her the cost of the war. 


The Akhbdre Sowddgar (51) of the 11th May also observes that the explana- 


tion of the Government of India in regard to the 
ca eryations on the expla. deficit that has been discovered in Sir John Strachey’s 
on of the Government of 


India t defi: ast budget is not satisfactory. General Sir Edwin 
in the last arg ” Johnstone, who takes the responsibility of the deficit 


on himself, says that the increase in the war expen- 
diture has occurred because cattle for transport, which it was thought would 
be hired, had to be purchased, six months’ provisions had to be stored before 
the commencement of the hot season, the prices of food went up at 
Réwalpindi and Peshdwar as also in Afghanistan, the price of labor also 
increased, and defensive works had to be thrown up when it was known 
that the army had to ‘remain in the enemy’s country longer than it was believed 
before. But he does not state plainly that he became aware of all these causes 
after the preparation of the budget. It seems unlikely that he would have 
come to know these facts only after the preparation of the budget. ‘The 
explanation increases the enormity of the guilt instead of lessening it. It is 
really a bad policy of the military authorities to go on spending money without 
making provision for the same. 
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The Rast Goftér (52) of the 9th May, in alluding to the case of Mr. Bosanquet, 
a repeats some of the observations made by the 
_ Exproseet ie Bosanquet, L0k@ Mitra (56) of the 2nd instant, and noticed at 
AE some length in the last weekly report, and says. that 
since the Honourable Mr. Ashburner showed praiseworthy courage in restoring 
him to his former position, from which he was degraded by Sir Richard Temple, 
there was no need for his retiring from the service. But since he has thought 
it right to do 80, it is to be regretted that the public has lost this independent 
and impartial Officer. Is it however not wrong, asks the Rédst Goftdr, that a. 
statue should be raised to Sir Richard Temple, who has, by his wilful behaviour, 
deprived the public of the services of more than one officer as good as Mr. 
Bosanquet P 


The same is glad that the Native Princes have refused to respond to 
the call made on them to subscribe to the Temple 

_ Makes remarks ‘in connec- Memorial Fund, and observes that the Indian Mirror 
ales for the starae of Siz Of Calcutta states that the Chief Commissioner of the 
Richard Temple. + Central Provinces has issued orders to the Deputy 
, , . Commissioners under him to collect subscriptions for 

the same p Is this report true? And if so, should not Government 
immediately interpose? Is it mght that subscriptions should be collected by 
order of the’authorities for doing honor to a retired Governor? The friends of 
Sir Richard in Woreestershire made much about the raising of a statue to him 


in India, but his friends here ought to desist from further efforts in regard to 
this nonsense about the statue. : 


_ The same observes that it 1s intended to remove the Lunatic Asylum of 
Colaba to the Byculla Club-house, which is unhealthy 
_ eo pr tac of its being close to the main drain and 
Colaba to the Byculla Club. Other causes. It seems that this arrangement is to 
| be made to enable the members of the Club to get 
funds to erect a new building for themselves near the Church Gate Station, 
where a spot has. been assigned to them by Government. But no spot near 
the statiun should be given for raising a building, as that _ of the Esplanade 
is urgently needed to keep a free ventilation in the thickly populated part of 
the Fort. And the Asylum should not be removed to the chen as the 
locality which is unhealthy to Europeans cannot but prove equally detrimental 
to the health of the lunatics. . In conclusion, the Rdst Goftér hopes that Gov- 
ernment will not fail to pay due attention to the above remarks. 


The same observes that the Raja of Cashmere is charged with two offences. 
It is said that before the last ‘Russo-Turkish war he 
Observes that the Stateof received some secret communications from Russia, 
re map ges Son — which he did not communicate to the British Govern- 
ec ment ; and that he has failed to meetin a proper man- 
: ner the famine crisis in‘his country. It is also stated 
that about one-third of the population died from starvation. Moreover, the 
Residents at his court have complained of general maladministration during 
the last twelve years. In regard to the former charge the R4jé pleads that he 
was not bound to disclose the communications received by him from foreign 
States, and that he did not submit to the Russian or Afghan overtures. Lord 
Lytton had arranged to dispose of this matter by purchasing the State for 
ninety facs of rupees, which was sold in 1846 to Guia ing for seventy-five lacs. 
Whatever the R4jé may ‘think of this offer, it does not seem right that this State 
should be bought and annexed by the British Government. It is true that its 
administration has been unsatisfactory, and that the British Government have 
a right to interfere under the circumstances. The R4jé deserves dethronement 
for this crime ; but instead of putting a stop to the existence of Cashmere as an 
independent State, a new Prince should be placed upon the throne. It is grati- 
fying that Lord Lytton’s designs in regard to this State have been frustrated, 
and that he has been saved from reviving the unjust annexation policy by a 
change of Ministry in England. (The Bombay Chronicle (48) and the Loka 
Mitra (56) of the same date express similar sentiments.) 
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"he same, in a leader headed “ A word to Sir James Fergusson.—II,” 
. observes that the high moral tone of society im Eng- 
Requests His Excellency land is a standing lesson to the natives of India. 

the Gorernes ip: uem Not only are the impartiality, independence, love of 
~~ fair play, liberality and enterprise of Englishmen at 
Lae | Home very commendable, but their social morality 
also is of a high character, as remarked in these columns very often. Formerly 
in India, Englishmen also considered it a great dishonour to their society to 
have even one black sheep among them. But of late very few of them bear in 
mind that they belong to the ruling race, and as such their conduct is closely. 
observed by the natives, and that therefore they ought to preserve a hi 
moral tone. A very large number of them have forgotten this duty. They 
have become proud and overbearing, and they do not care to behave properly 
to their native subjects, and to set them a good example. They are 
to their own race, and observe race distinctions. Stirred by protons they 
sometimes become tyrannical. Intoxication, immorality and other vices have 
increased among them. There does not appear any hindrance to persons of 
loose character moving in society. Sometimes the dishonest or immoral con- 
duct of rich ns is exposed, and yet they get the same respect in society as 
they received before the exposure. They are received by respectable ladies, 
and are invited to Government rps Sir James 29 with the aid of Lad 
Fergusson raise the moral tone of European socie making a distinction 
between the good and the questionable peau. This is desirable on 
account of natives, to whom the ruling race is bound to set a_ better 
example. 


The same cautions the public of Bombay not to commit the same mistake 
of paying public honors to Lord Lytton at his ap- 
Observes that Lord Lytton proaching departure from Bombay, as they made in 
a = By _ pubic ‘the case of Sir Richard Temple. His Lordship’s high 
departure to England. ~« Position, noble descent, and poetic abilities deserve 
every respect and honor from every private indivi- 
dual, but no public bonor should be given to the retiring Viceroy, who should 
be permitted to leave these shores quietly. He discharged ,his duties with 
praiseworthy ability, industry and earnestness, but his good qualities not only 
did not benefit the people, but actually inflicted injury on them. He did 
such harm as none of his predecessors in office did. He faithfully served 
the Prime Minister, and has earned an Earldom; but as regards the people of 
this country he has disappointed them. He converted the civilized English 
rule into that of the barbarous Moguls. At the Delhi gathering assembled to 
hear the proclamation for the assumption of the Imperial title, His Excel- 
—_ belied that important document in some matters, and raised hindrances 
to the fulfilment of the promises given in the proclamation of 1858. Since 
then he gave several promises which have not been fulfilled. He made a faint 
attempt to curtail the liberty of the subject, and to suppress their political 
aspirations. He has involved the country in a terrible war and great financial 
difficulties. He has dissatisfied the Native Princes so much that the feelings of 
even Sir Salar Jung, the stanch friend of the British Government, have been 
hurt. And lastly, he seems to have wished to revive the annexation policy 
by bringing forward the scheme for purchasing the State of Cashmere. 


The Loka Mitra (56) of the 9th May, in alluding to the astounding deficit — 

O1 which has been discovered in Sir John Strachey’s last 
tounding rie Pi ha, Dudget, observes that the Finance Minister estimated 
been discovered in Sir John t ten krors of rupees the cost of the Afghan war, 
Strachey’s last budget. including that of the frontier railways ; but the public 
did not believe in the accuracy of his figures. It 


will undoubtedly be much more, and this belief becomes stronger from the 


report that about a kror of ru are spent every month for supplying war 
materials, &c. Even maki rea = ~ Tae 


: aking every allowance for exaggeration in the last 
report, the expenditure of the Afghan war must come to an enormous amount. 
And yet Sir John Strachey made an attempt to show that the revenues exceeded 
the total expenditure of the current year. The discovery of the enormous 
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ore ised the public. The credit of the discovery is 

due-to the Liberal Ministry, and it is to be hoped that they will find out many 
more errors, and will make a serious effort to improve the financial condition of 
the poor and heavily taxed Indian Empire. But so long as Sir John continues 
to be the Finance Minister, there is no hope of any improvement. He has imposed 
heavy taxes on the people, who will be gled if Sir John Strachey and Lord 
Lytton are re-called. It isa comfort that the people of England have made a 
great noise about this serious error, and it is to be hoped that they will insist 
upon his removal. The Indian subjects of Her Majesty are deeply grateful for 


. 


deficit has not therefore surprised 


this sympathy to them. A really able Minister ought to be appointed in Sir | 
h clade : Some persons recommend the Honourable Mr. Hope to this — 


John’s p 

but he wants sympathy for the people and a desire to advance their in- 
Biche and, hence, the Pal not be glad to see him manage their finances. 
As a Member of the Vi Council he has also disappointed the public. 
(The Yajdén Parast (54) and the Bombay Chronicle (48) of the same date, and 
the Jame Jamsed (50) of the 8th, but received on the 10th, repeat some of the 
above sentiments. The latter two also suggest that England should be called 
upon to pay a portion of the cost of the Afghan war; that the portion of the 
import duty on cotton goods which has been abolished should be re-imposed ; 
that the expenses of administration should be curtailed; and that the duty on 
opium should be increased as recommended by the Bombay Gazette. 


The Samsher Bdhddur (58) of the 7th May, but received on the 10th, states 
that robbers have made their appearance in the 
Complains of the Ayesa. Reighbourhood of the city of Ahmedabad in the 
cont 6 Ee: OF i Daskroi Pargana, and the villagers are much afraid 
ofthem. The Foujdar of the Pargana ought'to take 

preventive measures without delay. 


The Nits Prakésh (62) of the 9th May, but received the 12th, states that 
four mounted robbers, who were well armed, appeared 

Wheten . at pee last Sunday near the village of Radu in the Matar 
a er ES) Taluka, and plundered several persons. After giving 
; some of the details of the plunder, the Niti Prakash 

observes that they are said to be residents of Chuwil ; that they were committing 
robberies in the Gdéikw4d’s country two years ago, and that since then they have 
made their appearance in British territory. The scene of the occurrence of 
last Sunday 1s situated between two police stations which are four miles distant 
from each other. One of them is at the village of Saij in the Dholka Tdluka, 
and the other at Radu in the Matar Taluka. It is strange that the police could 
not keep strict watch on the robbers and prevent them from carrying on 
their nefarious traffic. : 


Municipahiies. 


The Yajdén Parast (54) of the 9th May is glad that the claim against the 
contractor of the Malabar Hill Reservoir has been 

Approves of the settlement etiled for the sum of rupees fifteen thousand. 
rate ae ee umst the con- ‘Though in the contract itself it was agreed that the 
Rasiieeie contractor should use the Sewri stone in the construc- 
tion of the reservoir, yet with the permission of Mr. 

Walton he used the stone dug out of the spot where the reservoir is. It was 
believed that the contractor had by this variation benefited himself to an 
amount between fifty and seventy thousand rupees. But in an enquiry made 
by the Municipal Commissioner and some Engineers, it was found that he had 
received a benefit of only fifteen thousand rupees. The case was then submitted 
for the opinion of the Solicitor to the Corporation, who advised that after 
deducting the last-named amount, the claim of the Contractor for which he had 
filed a suit in the High Court should be allowed. The Commissioner approved 
of this suggestion, and the Town Council has adopted it. The Council has, no 
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as-advised by the Solicitor, since the latter would not have given the advice if 


he was not certain that the claim of the Corporation for a =e. sum would not 
be defended in court. The rate-payers must be glad that the Council has not 
sent the Corporation to court to prosecute an untenable claim, and thus be the 
cause of uselessly throwing away their money. 


Railways. , — 


The Poona Herald (11) of the 28th April says that it is to be regretted 
i a ins tos that Government - st pay any attention fo the 
Complai e misman- shortcomings of the Railway Companies. During the 2 an 
agement of the G.I. P. Rail- 1. + four ‘iat , the tireabinedit to which third and ee 
ae fourth class native passengers have been subiected to a 
at the Railway Station in Poona and ‘elsewhere is something awful to narrate. 1 ee 
Besides, those third class passengers who go by the mail train in order to avoid 
overcrowding, have to suffer most, notwithstanding the payment of an extra 
charge. The brake-vans in which they are conveyed are infinitely worse than 
ordinary third class carriages. The ventilation is imperfect, and passengers are 
hemmed in them like sheep. At the Poona Station passengers find it difficult 
to obtain a ticket, and to add to their miseries European lads, just fresh from 
the orphanage, annoy and insult them in every possible way. Women and 
children cannot be trusted to go alone to the station on account of the indig- 
nities which they have to put up with from the white youthful ticket-collectors x 
and ticket-cutters. Their conduct and language is simply disgraceful. The ~ a 
Station Master at Poona comes to the platform just before the starting of the a 
train, and hence he cannot know what actually happens, or perhaps does not a 


care. Policemen have been often seen in the act of whipping the passengers, Be 
and altogether the scenes enacted are similar to those which have occurred se 
on the East Indian Railway. It would seem that the G. [. P. Railway is “Nos a 


going to follow suit. It is to be hoped that Government will not fail to bring 
the railway authorities to their senses. 


The Poona Waibhaw (44) of 4th May, says that the arrangements at the Re, . ; 
Railway Station in Poona for third and fourth class — 

Complains of the ill-treat- passengers are very unsatisfactory. Of the three 
—, yp Merger third and trains which leave Poona for Bombay, the mail train 


bjected Pe nathorities of 18 00 expensive for poor people, while the train which 
the G. L gs  uagggagy “4 leaves po o’clock in the afternoon reaches Bombay 

at a late hour, and hence is inconvenient. ‘The train 
which starts from Poona at eleven o'clock (a.m.) is convenient in every possible 
way and most persons travel by it, and therefore the crowd of passengers is 
more than usual at this time. But unfortunately the railway authorities, instead 
of exerting themselves to promote the comfort of those passengers from whom 
they derive most of their revenue, do every thing in their power to annoy and 
injure them. The ticket-issuer does not commence his work sufficiently early, = 
and hence most passengers have to remain without tickets, and have to go by ee 
the next train. Besides, cases have happened when the train has started after oe 
the passengers have been admitted on the platform, and in the very act of ae 
getting into the train. Again, the ticket-collectors, the ticket-cutters, and those 
who are employed in weighing luggage, all of whom are young Euro lads, 
illtreat and insult passengers, not excepting women rae | young children. In 
fact the conduct of the se id officials, whose peculiar business it is to attend to 
the wants and comfort of passengers is abominable in the extreme, and it is 
— tobe hoped that Government will take remedial measures without 

y. 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 9th May complains that the third class 
Complains that the third Passengers on the B. B. & C. I. Railway, who went 


class passengers of B. B.&C. to Dikor and Rewdji on the occasion of the Kartik a 
i pron: atta sree, fee ie and Chaitra fairs, experienced great inconveniences at 34 
_ the Dabhoi and Ddkor Stations. There are no good OSs s 


sheds at these places, nor is there an ision for th ly of drinki 
“ee y provision for the supply of drinking water. 
Again, if the number of passengers is lite, ‘eee of them are made to sit in 


14 


ms exposed to the fierce rays of the sun. It is said that when they 
crowds, a whip is used to preserve order among them. . If this 
report be true, it behoves Mr. Duxbury to take measures to prevent such 


cruelty. 


Native States. 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 9th May complains that the Judicial Depart- 

| _ ment of the Junégad State is mismanaged. Last 
Makes renarks _ oe week the brother of Thakor Withalji, a friend of the 
cases of suicide in the Jnége treasurer Ismél Géngji, severely beat his wife, and the 
latter committed suicide by drowning herself in a 

well.- During the current year four other women committed suicide in a 


similar manner, but in none of the abovementioned cases do proper enquiries 
appear to have been made by the Judicial authorities. : 


The Samsher Béhddur (58) of the 7th May, but received on the 10th, 

; observes that a Dafed4r was stationed on the Sidhgiri 

Pirsig = rgb ram Hill, to Usage ve" truth _ the disputes which have 
& O ave xe frequently arisen between the Thakor of P4liténa and 
paige Eon en wet nated the Shréwaks. He gave true evidence, and saved the 
tian | accused servants of the Shréwaks who were charged 
by the Thakor with the crime of murder. This offi- 

cial showed — ity in the matter of the Dheds sent by the Thikor to hold 
a fair on the hill and of the false charge preferred against Lallu Umed. His 
presence on the hill is indispensable to ascertain truth in the disputes which 
might hereafter arise between the Shrawaks and the Chief; but the Political 
Agent has transferred him to some other place. The Shréwaks have, therefore, 


again become afraid of falling victims to the Chief's machinations. 
G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press, 


New Beoretoriat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Natwe Press, 
18th May 1880. 


BOMBAY : PRINTED AT THE COVERNMENT CENTRAL PRES. 


7 PH 15—5 [con 141] — 


-_ 20 =e 


bk Sele ee oi 


: ON 


. 
~ 


- NATIVE 


a 


REPORT 


= > 


_ LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


For the Week ending 22nd May 1880. 


eres Pes se See $$ sen ae 
: oe Number 
No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. of copies 
| ENGLISH. 
*1 | The Indian S D cccccccessesecesseeue| DOMDAY ...000...000 Weekly ...| ~ 800 
*2 33 Deccan WE ging 5sncpeesesédonaseneqnnes «or Do. eee 300 


ANGLO-MARA‘THL 


Dayka Peake haceneeilibne si ansnanes 


Subodha Patrik& ........0.......0000- 


Dm Seaotanhe 


esses 8S ss Ss 


MARA THI. 


brook 
Cee 


rae 


» N 


SSI 
. 


os MED Di atbbe—cverssesssSoeeo 


~ SISKLSLLSBRNRKRVK 


Shiwfji 


y 
wy OE I noi oncoccoeccicces 
» Vengurla Writta TENE RAE NSE BS 
ET fe gt EEE 
» rae ons cnwccacevocsoneeeserese. 
3? 
3? . 


udarshan ...............-. ese eee8O8 cee 


N P22—5 roe te 142) 


aia rte 


The Indu Prak&sh ..........0000......-.| Bombay ....+...00+. 


Hoc: 4 2 ani gealaneataami BD isin sidicuias 


The SESE EES NOP CEE ROPES RMABR cectiiccntixi 
Mitra ee rsoccccccsccscccccscosecs Ratn4giri covecccces 
Sindhu ..................-.....| Ahmednagar ...... 


” bdbbbhedbete4ue6s0eesbeeseeuse Shol4pur sessecece 
» Khandesh Waibhaw ...............| Dhulia ............ 
» Satya NE eG cs sovksckivacuveeiuc: eee cescccece 
Fe FT MOAB icivincnncsisasdanicn anced acseuster sceis 
in mg a sis inne p¥Geibiipiidsene Cecanneh In NINIEanehcusaisidll 
9 Satya REIN, suv: eaniaceasniccnidanen<h MeENNEIE. auiel oa 
”» Hindu Punth......................-..«..| Thana eT eTT roy Pere 


3 Nagar Samfchér ....................| Ahm escees 


Bombay ............ 


Dh4rwar..........2. 


OS" SO” i eee 


Kolhapur ......... 
‘a. wereee 


sbeanwide cea 


ee ional 


th sahetpubaihene 


Nasik. eeteeeresseseae’ 


| Dharwar............ 


5s 


£F 


PP Sess 


FFF 


Pees F 


st. oF 
a ee oes 
bee cekt Beit 


See, 


eee 


eee 


7™ 2 


= 


The Nibandha M6I6...................++++-| Poona........--+--+-| Monthly 


Secembucenecies.<tehacdl WEEE Cc sccvecavie Fortnightly. . 


e 


ANGLO-GUJARA'TL.. 


The Gujarét Mitra ..................05-...| Sarat .......03 22.00. 


7 Surya Prak4sh ai vinsnen dns dgpebsavend Do. SSeccsececceses 
» Hitechchhu .....................2+.--., Ahmedabad ...... 
| »» Bombay Chronicle.....................| Bombay ............ 


GUJARATI. 


The Bombay Samachér..................-.-| Bombay ............ 
Jame he Sow ididhouwssveeusbeeenbas 
Yaidén Parast {anisdnadbpyevascenacnd 
"he eat ue cancil CEEEL re a ree nacpes coset 
yey ont maa he amt 
Nita: y= es Rn an | waive SRG 

aie. seuaacegeesecon ee cd. ~<a occ cecccescceoe 
Gujarat Samachér. .............-....; Sarat: .....2....,..... 
Nydya Ot a ae ane Do. seebbGcebccenen 
Broach Samachér............sse0e....| Broach ............ 
ME i ire c ssc nn cen ss cencl MUUIE ancanecoeceonns 
Dnyan Wardhak ................ Bombay .-.:...<.::. 
A’rya Dharma -Prakésh ta ts Seécc. 


Widys Mitra cae ae oe ow biessohcwaes 


Swatantrat& ........... . Gees 


7 ? . 
@eeseeee@ae @eeeee 
eeeeseseeceesane © 
° 
eseeeeeeeeease @€ 
as 
@eeeeeeeeeee® 


a ss °° . - 
eeeSGeeeeeesce ese Sees eeeoeaseoan se 7 


CANARESE. 


The Chandrodaya .........-.+..sesesereeeee|! 


Hinpusta’‘NI. 
The Kushful Akhbar. ..................... 


oe © & &*re 


The Mofurrobul Kalub. ................. | Kurrachee..--.:... 


. 


- Notes.—The various notices have been collected under different heads , which are printed in italics. . 
‘The names of N pa are printed ip italics, and the nurober of the Newspaper in the list at the 
nee ane eee printed in brackets after themame.---- - 


et ee ®. have ‘not given information as to the number of copies 


*» 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator ) of the 16th May says ‘‘ When the news that a 
eficit had been discovered in the last Indian budget 
| was first telegraphed three weeks ago, there was an 

_ Makes Prag ae 7 unpleasant, though not surprising, sensation in all a 
Sir Joha Strachey’s budget. India that things should have eventually come to pags 2 
| in the manner predicted. Further facts, since elicited, a 
have shown that not only the lus of. £119,000, which Sir John Strachey, — 
like the cunning showman, flourished before the dazzled eyes of the deluded ae 
public was deceitful, but that a serious deficit of £4,000,000 might be expected a 
toacertainty. This bitter truth bas been rather slow in coming, but come it oe 
has at last. In fact, it was inevitable. Like many other important items of Se 
: news, India became first aware of this great hole in her treasury through the: : 
: agency of Baron Reuter in England ; and the English Press has lost no time 
in characterising this huge blunder of our Finance Minister in the terms it so 
justly deserves. Even the chief organ of the Conservatives is obliged to 
denounce the last budget as ‘delusive,’ and to suggest the immediate re-call of - = 
the incapable Minister. ‘To those who have been carefully watching the dis- a 
organised state of affairs in Afghanistan, since the occupation of Cabul in October >) a 
last, it was plain from the very outset that the expenses of the campaign of — 
1879-80 would be immense. Hence, they had confidently looked forward for 
a most desponding budget. But when it was announced with a flourish of 
trumpets that there was a real surplus, after providing for all expenses, the 
farsighted shrugged their shoulders and shook their heads. And we, in common os ae 
with many of our contemporaries, distinctly refused to confide in the coloured — eg 
statement of accounts which was put forward. Of course, this collapse of the — 
Indian budget has furnished sceptics in Indian finance’ with a fresh supply of 
powder and ammunition wherewith to blow up the flimsy structure on which 
Sir John and his master and an admiring press congratulated each other three 
months ago. Well, may the public ask Sir John how his surplus has all of a a 
sudden been converted into a deficit? And well may he reply in the fashion — 
of Talleyrand ‘I held back the Afghan expenses before budget-day, and + ae 
incorporated them therein after budget-day.’ He could show a surplus in 
February, and by raising a fresh loan in June cover the deficit. That seems to 
have been his idea. Unfortunately the trick has been found out, and Sir John 
has now made a shipwreck of his reputation; and the sooner he leaves India ae 
finally, the better. The Despatch of the 4th instant, which again a cruel ‘ irony te 
of fate’ has compelled Lord Lytton to forward to the one nobleman who has 
been the most bitter critic of his administration is so specious in arguments and 
so transparently apologetical in its tone, that it is no wonder the English Press 
has called it ‘puerile.” Never was a State document so humiliating in its 
confession of the incapacity and want of sagacity of ourrulers. The arguments eo 
urged in explanation of the deficit have been so much laid bare, that we do not a. 
know what new points we can suggest. Is it possible to imagine that a great a 
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department of State should have failed in one of its most important functions, SS 
and should have been blind to facts of which every person in India was a 
cognisant ? Sir Edwin Johnson good naturedly takes the whole responsibility 3 
on himself. He has willingly allowed himself to be sacrificed to the exigencies “ae 

of the party that has given him a seat in the Supreme Council. But we must a 
refuse to take Sir Edwin at his word. It is not quite honourable that he should —— 

be allowed to shield the real offenders. The public demands that those who i 


may have inveigled him into issuing instructions to hold back for a while the 


Afghan expenses should be found out. No blame whatsoever can attach to the ae 
Military Accountant’s Department. The Controllers only obeyed the secret | Sa 
orders of their su riors ; and it would be interesting to know what they were. a 
Perhaps when Colonel Gordon takes charge of the Private Secretary’s office a few an 
weeks hence, he will take the trouble to enquire into this mysterious affair. — ae 
It is absurd to believe the Government of India honestly thought, only a few —s 


days before the publication of the budget, that the estimates of war expenses _ ae 
ee oy carefully’ revised, and that they were all that could be desired. BR 
e ask those of our readers who are in any manner conversant with mercantile 
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transactions whether different Military treasuries could have failed, in disregard 
of standing orders, to communicate at the earliest practicable date to the 
Finance De ent at Calcutta the fact of the heavy disbursements made by 
them? Is it possible to conceive that when the finances of India have not 
been in a fourishing condition for the last three years, the Government could 
have been so culpably negligent of its duties as to have made no enquiries and 
_ taken no pains to ascertain with approximation the large payments made by 
the several treasuries up to within a week or so of the publication of the 
financial statement? Now, we question whether any businessman, with a 
in of common sense, can conscientiously: believe that the Government of 
india was kept by its highly-paid and experienced officers in the Military 
Department, in entire ignorance as to the state of matters in the various 
treasuries subordinate to them? No! the unpleasant conviction irresistibly 
comes to the mind that the Government were throughout fully cognisant of the 
hea yments made, but that they must have issued secret instructions to 
the Military De ent to hold k their statements till the budget 
had the Council. It was a stra 
the fact, to delude the British hoes just before the general election. The 
late Under Secretary of State denies that he knew anything of the matter. 
It is possible he may have not been taken into confidence by his superiors 
in Downing Street. But there cannot be a donbt that Lords Beaconsfield 
and Cranhook were in secret communication with Lord Lytton here. It 
would seem to have been pre-arranged that if all should go well, as rigger 
a new loan in June would cover all, the rest being left to the chapter 
of accidents till the next budget-day. As to the plea of rise in prices 
and the purchase of transports and other stores, it may be taken as sheer 
nonsense. It is indeed frivolous for the Government of India to attempt to 
‘insult public intelligence by putting forward an explanation so transparent 
in unreality. The same must be said of the ridiculous plea of prolonged occu- 
pation, as if it were not known that the very 
campaign would necessitate an ogcupation of indefinite duration. Viewing the 
question in every aspect, it is impossible to uit the Government of India of 
a deliberate suppression of facts. There are journalists in India so charitable as 
to let down the delinquents gently. Had this been the first instance of the 
character, we might have shared their view; but knowing as we do, that it has 
been guilty of a number of contradictory statements, that Lord Lytton’s own 
utterances have been falsified by subsequent events, we regret we cannot 
consider this matter of the deficit in any other light but as studied imposition. 
It is a grave political offence, for which every responsible member of the Gov- 
ernment of India ought to be impeached before the bar of the House of 
Commons. We have not the slightest doubt that were a thorough and in- 
dependent investigation to be made into the way in which the Military estimates 
were prepared, the public would be startled by the revelations that might be 
made. Is this the spectacle which a Government that calls itself Christian, a 
Government that calls itself British, presents to the twenty millions of its alien 
subjects? Has it not brought British honour into discredit by such pitiful 
political tricks? For the sake of British justice, for the sake of British honour 
that 1s dear to every native of India, it is n that the Government that 


, and it is of no use blinking 


the Liberal Government are already alive to the gravity of the situation, and 
it speaks volumes in favour of their earnestness that their very first important 
public act has been the appointment of a new Committee of Finance, as 
telegraphed by Reuter. This is as it should be; but it is to be devoutly wished. 
that the gentlemen selected to serve on it will be men of tried abilities and 
independence, and that there will he as few men on it of the Indian Civil and 
Military Services as possible. We want the state of Indian finance investigated 
by the constitutional spectacles of entirely unbiassed men. We are not pleased 
to see Sir Richard Temple’s name on the committee. We ho 


more sell India in order to advance his personal interests. Only the other day 


entirely abolished without delay. We know not what measures he may propose 
as a member of the Committee. He is as dangerousas he is clever; and it is 
impossible to tell what new mines he may spring under the feet of the poor over- 
2RP22—5 [cow 144] | 


nature and circumstances of the 


has been guilty of such conduct should be proscribed. It is indeed a relief that 


pe he may not any - 


he told the electors of East Worcestershire that the cotton duties should be 
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fanctions Will be temporary. What we want at the present juncture is a 


ago | escribed. It is indeed a pity that Mr. Goschen should have allowed 
himself to be relegated to the thorny bed of an ambassador at the capital of the 
Ottoman Empire, when he might have accepted the magnificent Viceroyalty of 
India and the portfolio of Finance Minister, and acquitted himself creditably 
in the re-organisation of the finances of this country.” 


The same, in another article says ‘‘ Lord Lytton’s Government has had a 
hairbreadth escape from committing itself to a political 
Makes pry ~ on the re- crime which would have made it the object of public 
 eccrnaads execration for ages to come. ‘ The re-purchase’ of 
Cashmere was on the tapis and the ‘ Darbdér’ was announced where the Viceroy 
of India was to have opened the question, or rather expressed the desire for his 
actual assumption of the administration of Cashmere, when the accession of the 
Liberal party to power stepped in, and saved Lord Lytton from a — 
obloquy. The first charge against the Mahdrdaja is that he has been foun 
keeping up secret correspondence with Russia. This is a vague suspicion ; but 
the professional annexationist clings to it for dear life whenever he has a scheme 
inhand. In this instance the authorities are said to have in their possession 
convincing proof of the Mahdraja’s guilt. In the absence of such proof before 
us, the most we can say for the authorities is that they may be making a 
mountain of a molehill, as they have too often done before. And even if sub- 
stantial proofs were forthcoming, could they implicate the Maharaja personally. 
He is reputed to be the most loyal of Her Majesty’s feudatories ; and we believe 
he has more sense than to offend so seriously an all powerful and not over- 
scrupulous ally. On the whole, we incline to the belief that this charge is an 
idle rumour. The second charge is general maladministration, and the 
mismanagement during the famine period in aay oa Of administrative 
mismanagement of Cashmere there is not the least doubt, so far as we know. 
But has the paramount power done its duty? Has the British Government 
ever tried to remove the canker of Dewdnism that has so long been eating into 
the vitals of the once happy valley? The ruin of Cashmere is directly due to 
the system of appointing Dewdns which leaves everything in the hands of 
apparently irresponsible men, who, though unrecognized by the paramount 
power, are allowed to meddle with and imperil the interests of the State. If 
the internal affairs of Cashmere are known to be mismanaged, is it known to 
be otherwise with the rest of the feudatory States? We think not. The 
Native States are, with few exceptions, labouring under chronic disorder, 
and those who have any personal experience of the administrative anarchy 
prevailing in these States, wish for some well directed interference on 
the part of the British Government. Granting, Cashmere is at the worst, one 
of these mismanaged States, it does not surely stand in need of absorption. 
The other reason for this new mode of annexation is based on the humanitarian 
point of view. Now, this philanthropic cant is too sickening to be further 
relished. Why cannot the paramount power content itself with giving the 
benefit of its advice to the feudatories? And what guarantee have we, that 
direct British administration will be more beneficial than the old fashioned 
native rule? Actual experiments lead us to think otherwise. The Himdu Patriot 
calls attention to Sétéra, Jhansi and Oude, all of them annexed by a well 
meaning but rapacious ruler on the principle that the happiness of subjects 
requires the violation of treaty engagements and injustice to individual princes. 
This is an objectionable principle on the whole, and ought to be repudiated by 
a righteous Government, more especially in troublesome fimes like these. As 
@ proof of the extreme horror which the national mind of England has for 
annexation, one can see how the Simla authorities have eschewed that obnoxious 
term and i meer it by the euphemistic but none the less sinister term ‘ re- 
purchase.’ Qur Calcutta contemporary denies that Cashmere was ever sold to 


Gulab Singh. But even if it had been sold, that fact in itselfcan no way warrant | 
@ re-purchase. Even if the reigning Prince himself is willing to part with his 
inalienable inheritance, he has no right to do so. He has no right to defraud 
his heirs and successors of what belongs to them to the end of time. Cashmere 


_ pardened ryot, whom he half killed during the last famine. But the Committee’s 


thoroughly trained financier of the qualifications and character we sometime 
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s not belong to the Mahdraja personally ; and he has no right to part with 
| es is not exclusively his own. If he attempts anything of the pongo is not 
only answerable to his heirs, but to his subjects whom he mighf fairly be 
charged with selling to another nation. It is to be hoped that the Mahérdja of 
Cashmere, however weak he may be, has never been guilty, even in thought, 
of this grave political iniquity. And it is also to be ho that the righteous 
Liberal rule will not lend itself to the whispers of incapable statesmen, who, 
unable to make a name by the remy administration of what they already 
possess, have been trymg to prop up their tottering reputation ona policy at 
once unrighteous and impolitic. The annexation of Cashmere under "heikeee 
will be fruitful of in able mischief. And ina generally excited state of the 
public mind, it is madness even to conceive a scheme so repugnant to the 
national feeling. Ifthe present admmistration of Cashmere is unpopular, let 
the paramount power advise the Mahdrdja to change it. If the Mahdrdja is 
personally to blame for any mismanagement of his territory, let him have good 
and trustworthy advisers. Ifhe is guilty of disloyalty, let him suffer for his guilt.. 
But the British Government has absolutely. no right to absorb the ions of 
a weak neighbour, and to inflict cruel injustice upon his heirs and his subjects. 


The Indu Prakash (3) of the 17th May, in a leading article alludes to the 
annexation of Cashmere and to the temporary - 
Makes Spry nese the ponement of this measure on account of the change of 
i inistry in England, and says that the Times of India 

in a recent issue justifies the absorption of that kiigdom into the British domi- 
nions for three reasons. It is alleged that the Mahdrdja of Cashmere did not 
meet the famine crisis in his territory in a proper manner, and hence he is unfit 
asaruler. But we should like to know, says the Indu Prakash, how similar 
calamities were recently dealt with in British India, and whether British admi- 
nistrators were really able to cope with them. Noone will maintain that 
relief operations were always successful, and as a matter of fact thousands of 
people died through sheer starvation. If, therefore, British administrators them- 
selves mismanaged famine affairs, and they were not censured or removed, it is 
absurd to put forth the shortcomings of the Mahdrdja of Cashmere in this very 
as a ground for depriving him of his kmgdom. Again, it is stated that 

the Mahdrdja has for some time been carrying on a clandestine correspondence 
with foreign Governments, and hence it would be a fit punishment to him to 
remove him from his throne. To this we reply that it has not yet been proved 
whether the alleged correspondence has really taken place, and even admitting 
its existence, it 1s not certain whether it 1s prejudicial to the interests of the 
paramount power. If the Mahdrdja’s guilt had been satisfactorily established, 
he would have been dealt with long ago in the same manner as Yakub Khan. 
Besides, the Mahdrdja is an independent Prince, and in no way owes allegiance 
to the British Government. When the Cashmere territory was sold to Gulab 
Sing, the Government of India surrendered all their rights over it. The trans- 
action should be looked upon in the light of an ordinary sale where dominion 
over property ceases the moment the 
The suggestion that the kingdom of Cashmere should be bought for ninety lacs 
of rupees shows that the Mahdrdja’s complicity with the enemies of England is 
by no means a matter of certainty. Besides, the forcible re-purchase would be 
im unison with the policy of Lord Dalhuusie, which has been repeatedly con- 
demned. We are certain the Government of India will not act in this manner, 


but we believe that the suggestion in question will create uneasiness in the 
minds of Native Princes generally. | 


The same alludes to the establishment of a private seminary iD Poona under 
a the presidency of Mr. Vishnu Krishna Chiplunkar, 
p the Poona High Sched! and to its flourishing condition, and observes that it has 
not justified in casting asper- been the means of redacing the attendance in the Gov- 
ions on the teachers in a ernment High School in that city. In accounting for 
fc private school in this unsatisfactory state of things, the Head Master of 
: the latter institution in his annual report has, it is 
said, among other things, stated that Mr. Chiplunkar and his colleagues are 
vagabonds, and therefore are unfit for their duties. We entirely dissent, says 
the Indu Prakash, from Mr. Kunte’s opinion, and consider the accusation 
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altogether inappropriate and unjustifiable. We suspect that Mr. Kunte has 
eee led to eat hi spleen on Mr. Chiplunkar on account of some 101 
supposed to have been cast by the latter in reviewing the former's : 
compositions in a periodical called the Nibandha Mélé. Government officials 
should not on account of private differences condemn the I tace conduct of 
individuals, and Mr. Kunte ought, therefore, to have refrained from giving vent 
to his feelings in the manner he is said to have done. 


The Poona Herald (11) of the 12th May says that it is stated that the 
Educational Inspector of the Central Division has 
Seys that the people hg pom an rege egg report about the High “ee gong 
Sitéra are dissatisfied tira, and the mismanagement is attributed to the 
pay org ofthe Ssttre ead Master. Four years ago that institution was 
found in an unsatisfactory condition, and then the 
under-masters were supposed to be the offenders, and the decline of the school 
was imputed to their inefficiency. The Head Master is now charging them with 
. having brought the High School into its present ruinous condition ; but he is 
really the guilty party. He has great confidence in his own ability and wisdom, 
but this opinion is not shared by the public. It would be well if he were 
removed to some other station. His departure will be welcomed by the in- 
habitants of Sdétéra as well as the pupils in the High School, and it will be the 
means of allaying animosities, of which he is the cause. 


The Subodha Patrika (12) of the 16th May says that when Sir John 
Strachey delivered his last financial statement in 
Makes remarks in connec- (Calcutta in the month of February, it was generally 


tion with the discovery of an . ae : 
cians Aide te Jobe believed that he had in‘ concert with Lord Lytton 


; greatly underrated the cost of the Afghan war, im 
wee cenit” to present a square balance-sheet with the 
ultimate object of creating a good impression on the constituencies at the 
general election in England in favour of the Conservative Government. This 
belief has been verified by subsequent revelations. The deficit is said to 
amount to something like four krors of rupees. It is stated that the minds of 
the English people are much excited at the disclosures made, and they have 
lost all confidence in the financial management of the Government of India. 
It is reported that a committee of enquiry will soon be appointed, and that Sir 
Richard Temple will be one of its members. This news 1s calculated to give 
satisfaction, but it would be well if Sir Richard Temple were not on the committee. 
The natives have no confidence in his veracity. At the same time there is not 
much chance of his doing mischief. He always likes to be on the winning side, 
and hence is not likely to support Lord Lytton and Sir John Strachey, whose 
star is temporarily on the decline. He will most probably endeavour to please 
the party in power by acting with perfect strictness and impartiality, and 
without caring for the frowns of Lord Lytton and Sir John Strachey. The 
enquiry will certainly prove advantageous to India if it ends in the resignation 
of Lord Lytton and his favorite Finance Minister. Their retirement will give 
some relief to the suffering population of India. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 16th May, in a leading article alludes to the 
proposed Medical Registration Scheme, and observes 
ae — af the ec, that the native doctors are wishing for its adoption 
ps "eM -from purely selfish motives. The system of English 
education which at present prevails in India is not 
without its faults. Although it has been established ond doubt that this 
country was at one time the most civilised in the world, and that all the arts and 
sciences flourished here in perfection, and although this fact has been acknow- 
ledged even by Englishmen themselves, yet strange to say educated natives 
ignore this view, and believe that India has been a land of barbarism, and that 
there is nothing in its past history which is worth studying. We would strongly 
advice such men, says the Arwnodaya, to study the Hindu system of medicine, 
and would request them at any rate to refrain from condemning it until they 
have renee 9 Aaa it. Dr. Saccaram Arjun evidently has an overweening 
confidence in own ability and wisdom as appears from his letter to the 
Indu Prakésh on this subject. .He wishes to know the names of those Vaids 
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and Hakims whose treatment has proved successful in cases where native 
doctors have failed to cure. We would cite two instances in answer to his 
challange. A favorite clerk of Mr. Grant, a former Collector of Kol4ba, was 
once suffering fearfully from a venereal disease. He was treated by various 
doctors, but without any benefit to the patient’s health. At last he went in despair 
to a Vaid, who man to cure him in the course of a month. This man is still 
living. Again, some years ago a certain English lady in Poona was so ill that 
the slightest touch used to bring out pys from her y- Several doctors, both 
English and native, after many efforts, gave up her case as hopeless. She was 
ultimately treated by a Vaid named Bapu Mandhale, who completely restored 
her to her former health. This Vaid is still living. We should like to know 
what Dr. Saccaram Arjun has to say about these two instances. It 1s to be 
hoped that Government will not trouble itself about the introduction of this 
scheme into Bombay. 


The Jagan Mitra (14) of the 17th May alludes to the appointment of a 
committee of enquiry into the question of Indian 

, Makes remarks vturent of uance, and says that it is extremely doubtful whether 
ee yg aa any good will result from it. Much needless expense 
Indian finance. -. is incurred in appointing Commissions, but as a matter 
of fact a report is the only outcome of their labours, 

and the people are as far as ever from being benefited in any way. As an 
illustration in point the Famine Commission may be mentioned. The members 
of that Commission travelled all over India, but nothing is yet known as to 
what they have actually accomplished. The appointment of Commissions 
inflicts only additional burden on India, and will only accelerate the ruin of the 
people. It isto be hoped that Sir Richard Temple may not be on this 
committee as is stated. From his long official connection with India he 
entertains certain defined views about the land-revenue and other cognate 
matters, and these are unfortunately prejudicial to the interests of the people of 


India. His return to this country in a new capacity will create dissatisfaction. 


The Kalpataru (18) of the 16th May, in a leading article alludes to the 
discovery of the astounding deficit in Sir John 
Makes remarks in connec- Strachey’s last financial statement, and observes that 
tion with the Paroigs = the natives are extremely anxious to know how 
Tuhe Suachey’s adget. the balance-sheet will be squared. Men of the 
: stamp of Sir John Strachey will undoubtedly advo- 
cate the imposition of a new tax to meet the deficiency, but such a policy will be 
unfeeling in the extreme. We would suggest, says the Kalpataru, that the 
recently abolished duty on cotton goods should be re-imposed, and the license- 
tax should be extended to the professional and official classes. If Government 
were to adopt these two suggestions, it would earn the gratitude of the natives, 
and would establish its reputation for justice and impartiality on a solid basis. 
The English people must remember that they are the guardians of the natives 
of India, and that therefore they must be prepared to suffer a little for those 
from whom they have derived so much wealth. Many persons declared: that 
the accession of the Liberals to power would benefit India, but it remains to be seen 
how far their actions correspond with their professions. We earnestly hope 
that Government will not have recourse to new taxation. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 14th May, in a leading article says that in Native 
ma | eas States the Kiarbhéris are too much pele ce on the 
maiiaidaadane Be > States Caprice of their Chiefs, and are often removed for no 
ne _ fault of their own. The Princes themselves are en- 

ly under the control of dancing women and uneducated men, and the 
Kérbhéris are frequently obliged to act in a subservient manner to these 


creatures, in order to retain their own positions. All the evils in Native States . 


are attributable to this unfortunate state ofthings. To improve their condition, 
it is necessary to give educated Karbhéris to Native Princes and guarantee them 


their appointments for a certain number of years. Educated men are at present: 


unwilling to accept service under them on account of the bad treatment to 

which they are subjected. The system which now preyails of appointing 

Karbhéris with the consent of the Residents is not satisfactory. The Hesidalts 
4pm 22—5 [con 144] ee 


<a 


have often one object in view, while the real interest of the Native State lie in 
another direction. Everybody knows how Mr. Déddbhai Nowroji was treated 
‘by Colonel Phayre. Sir Salar Jung has of late incurred the displeasure of the 
British Government, and for reasons which are easily intelligible. We must 
not forget, says the Shtwdji, why honours are heaped upon Sir T. Madhava Rao, 
and why his star is on the ascendant. It is unnecessary to state the causes b 
which Réo Bahédur Mahadevrao Burve has attained the enormous power whic 
he wields at Kolhaépur. To expect the Native States to improve under managers 
who are dependent for their own positions on the British Residents is utterly 
absurd. In Baroda and in Kolhépur the Residents enjoy the greatest influence. 
The Native States are not likely to advance in the path of progress by engraft- 
ing the British administrative system on them. The disgraceful manner in 
which Sir T. Madhava Rao treated the native guests at the marriage of the 
Gaekwad is well known. Where the foundation is rotten the superstructure 
cannot be stable. Similarly, no good can be accomplished by a Minister who is 
constantly obliged to do the biding of the Resident. We would strongly 
recommend that in each Native State there should be a representative assembly 
com of the most intelligent men jn it, and the appomtment and removal 
of Ministers should be entrusted to this body. If this plan is adopted, the 
Native States will rapidly improve. The personal expenditure of the Chief 
should be limited to a certain sum, and the demands of the State upon the ryots 
should be settled for a long period. | : 


The Gwardt Mitra (45) of the 16th May, in alluding to the explanation 
. | tendered by Sir John Strachey in regard to the deficit 
Criticises the explanations which has been discovered in the last budget, observes 
tan a , gong that the Finance Minister tries to defend himself by 
deficit mandi discovered in Stating that the expenses of the Afghan war unex- 
the last budget. pectedly increased after the preparation of the budget, 
. and that consequently the estimates had to be revised. 
This explanation, however, is only in keeping with Sir John’s indiscretion in 
presenting the budget long before it was due, and in showing therein that the 
revenues exceeded the expenditure. It cannot be said that he produced false 
accounts with an evil intention ; but on considering the condition of India, the 
progress of the Afghan war, the time chosen by him to accelerate the present- 
ation of the budget, and the recent correspondence between the Government of 
India and Lord Hartington, it seems that the Finance Minister probably 
a gona sacrificed the interests of India to the exigencies of English politics. 
e English people disapproved of the war, and if Sir John Strachey had 
shown that India was unable to meet its cost single handed, and that England 
should contribute, they would have demanded that the war should be at once 
brought to anend. T'o avoid this predicament, he showed that the Indian 
treasury was full, and left the consequences of this false representation to 
futurity. The other object in view was perhaps to assist the Conservatives at 
the last elections, by showing that their administration of the Indian Empire 
was successful. Not only do the Times and the Standard support this view, but 
the latter recommends the re-call of Sir John. The defence set up by him is 
considered as puerile; but even taking for granted that the war expenditure 
unexpectedly rose, it was certainly the duty of the Finance Minister to foresee 
the contingency, and provide for it. He has failed to do this, and the publie 
must condemn him for his shortsightedness. It remains to be seen how Lo 
Hartington deals with the problem of Indian finance. | ) 


The Hitechchhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 6th May, but received on the 

ae 16th, has heard that Dr. Bihler, recently issued a 
—_-, a Se order circular to the effect that the salaries of school-masters, 
rr cere Race ease | by in whose school the attendance has declined since the 
N. D. ’- month of March 1879, by more than seven, should 
: . not be paid until further notice, and that they should 
explain the cause of the decline. At the same time they are informed that 
sickness, famine and other general causes will not be accepted as satisfactory 
excuses. If this report be true, the order in question deserves severe criticism. 
It is well known that Sir Richard Temple censured the Educational Department 
for the fall in school attendance ; and this seems to have induced the famsuoton 
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to pass the above absurd order. When the number of boys in existing sehools 
have diminished throughout the whole province, there must be more than one 

eneral cause for this unsatisfactory state of things. .When the Educational 
Hepartment was presided over by Mr. Howard and Mr. Peile, there was a 
_ regular increase in the numbers attending the schools for a succession of years. 
These gentlemen did not blindly trust to the representations of their 
subordinates, but carefully exercised a strict supervision over them. The 
- absence of such supervision‘is the sole cause of the retrograde movement. The 
Deputy Inspectors move slowly from one village to another, and pass their days 
in ease and comfort. This makes the school-masters lazy and inattentive to 
their duties. It would be more appropriate to refuse payment to the Deputy 
Inspectors than to the poor schoul-masters. The latter draw small pay and are 
likely to experience much distress. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samédchdr (49) of the 18th May, in alluding 
to the appointment of Mr. Hope as the probable 
successor of Sir John Strachey, observes that he is 

not qualified to hold the responsible post of Finance 
Minister. He holds the same views on Indian politics 

as Lord Lytton, Sir Richard Temple and Mr. Peile, and his knowledge of 
finance has been acquired from Sir John Strachey. The Anglo-Indian Press has 
condemned his acts on several occasions. The inhabitants of Surat know him 
well. They believe that if he were made Financial Member of Council, the people 
would have more grievances against him than they have had against Sir Richard 

Temple or Sir John Strachey. When Mr. Hope was Collector of Surat, he 

devoted his energies to the replenishing of the local treasury, but never listened 

to the complaints of the poor. He ruined the liquor shop-keepers of Surat, and 
never would allow any claim against Government to be valid. He is clever and 
industrious, but does not possess any of the qualifications of a good Finance 


Disapproves of the appomt- 
ment of Mr. Hope as Finance 
Minister for India. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (49) of the 19th May observes that the report on - 


ar : | the working of the Police of Bombay during the. year 
oo eggs age hag. arse = 1879 is unsatisfactory. It is stated that the number 
working of = of criminal cases this year exceeded that for the 
Bombay during 1879. au 
previous year by seven thousand. The police attribute 
this increase to the advent of famine-stricken people at the Presidency. But 
Government rightly refuses to accept this explanation, and has called upon the 
authorities concerned to furnish some more satisfactory reasons. The increase 
in the number of juvenile thieves shows that the police failed in the year under 
report to exercise proper supervision, and were negligent in the performance of 
their duties. The cause of this unsatisfactory state of things is evident. More 
policemen were to be seen on roads on which the carriages of Europeans passed, 
or where Europeans assembled for sport than in the thickly populated parts of 
Bombay or in the bnsy bazars, and consequently gruwn up or juvenile offenders 
found it easy to enter into shops and houses, and commit thefts. Of the total 
number of cases, the police were not able to discover the perpetrators of more 
than two thousand offences, and they recovered stolen property of less value 
than in the previous year. These facts also point to the conclusion that the 
police are inefficient asa body. It is also to be regretted that of the four 
murders which happened during the year, the police were able to apprehend 
the perpetrator of only one of them. It is desirable that Government should 
devote more attention to the improvement of the efficiency of the police. 


The Jéme Jamsed (50) of the 2ist May approves of the decision of the 
Magistrate of Bangalore, prohibiting Mr. Peter, a 
= Haqesse the Police of Methodist Preacher, from preaching near the Catholic 
Christen omit certain Chapel at that station. The whole body of the 
preaching si elle roads AMdian Missionaries have raised their voice 
. this decision, but if they were to consider it calmly 
they would see that it is quite just, inasmuch as a follower of one religion 
has no right to hurt the feelings of the followers of another. In Bombay some 
Aristian converts act against this sound rule. A convert, who was formerly a 
Pérsi, stands near the Money School, and attacks the Parsi and other religions 
80 as to irritate the feelings of those who believe them. On the Back Bay shore 
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opposite to the Framji Kawasji Fire Temple, Hindus assemble to perform some 
ceremonies, and les & Christian Missionary sR ah and . preaching 
Christianity attacks their religion, and hurts their feelings. A Christian con- 
vert who was formerly a Hindu act similarly. The police ought to prohibit 
these preachers from conducting themselves in this way, and the public ought 
to insist upon the authorities that this is done. If Christian Missionaries wish 
to propagate their religion by preaching, they should do so at their respective 
residences, so that those who may be desirous of hearing them may go there. 


The Rast Goftdr (52) of the 16th May observes that at last a deficit has 
ee _.  actaally been discovered in the Indian Budget, in 
sega on the deficit in ¢onsequence of an underestimate of the expenses of 
st : the han war. Lord Lytton and his Council 
defend themselves by observing that in the last Financial Statement an error 
was committed in the estimate of the war expenditure. The budget showed the 
cost of the war for the new year at about two krors, but four krors will have to 
be added to it ; and the total expenditure which was calculated at five and a 
half krors, will probably exceed ten krors. The deficit, observes the Rédst 
Goftér, has not occurred because of any new undertaking. The estimate was 
published in February last, and the error was discovered two months afterwards. 
The Government of India freely admit these facts. But when it is remembered 
that immediately after the publication of the budget, Mr. Gladstone and others 
doubted its accuracy, and accused the Government of India of having withheld 
a portion of the cost of the Afghan war, and that Lord Lytton and Sir John 
Strachey gave strong replies to the accusation, and ass the public of the 
correctness of the accounts given, it will be seen that the latter have met with 
a disastrous defeat. The Rdst Goftdr supports the last estimate with appro- 
riate extracts from the speeches of Mr. Gladstone, Lord Lytton and Sir John 
trachey. (The Bombay Chronicle (48), and the Loka Mitra (56) of the same 
date express similar sentiments.) — 


The same observes that the deficit in the budget is a dark blot on the 
administration of Lord Lytton, and has destroyed the 
Says that Sir John Strachey character of Sir John Strachey asa politician. The 
should be held responsible h d Farld Soe Tele sdieiiieieads 
for the deficit. ormer has earned an Earldom for ministration 
| ‘ of India, and the latter has, it is said, been presented 
with a bonus of thousand rupees; but this enormous blunder has destroyed 
their reputation. The Press in England and in India have with one voice 
condemned the explanation given by the Government of India as utterly absurd. 
Nobody says that the Viceroy and the Finance Minister purposely pat en false 
accounts. But they have been deceived, and the Indian Empire has had to 
suffer the serious effects of their errors. Both have resigned their offices and 
will leave this country in June next, and there is no use in insisting upon their 
immediate re-call, since their presence is required to ascertain the real condition 
of the accounts and to set them right. In the Government of India’s despatch on 
the subject, the responsibility of the error has been thrown upon Sir Edwin 
Johnson, who accepts it. The public, however, considers Sir John Strachey 
responsible for this grave mistake. As observed by the Bombay Gazette the 
blunder has created astonishment in England, and it is stated that to make 


complete enquiries into the matter, Lord Lytton and Sir John Strachey will 
have to be impeached. } 


The same, in alluding to the explanation tendered by Sir Edwin Johnson 
Aiea ie about the occurrence of the deficit in the last budget, 
Peta deficit to observes that the budget was published only three 
months ago, and the causes of the increased expendi- 
ture cannot have arisen since then. On the other hand each of those causes 
were known to the public before the appearance of the badget, and the Military 
authorities could not have been unaware of them. But these authorities defend 
themselves by stating that they were ignorant of what was going on. This 
eience, however, is disgraceful to the rulers of a large Empire like India. Sir 
win Johnson and the Government of India wish to show that they expected 
that the war would soon terminate, and that they did not know the heav 
demands which had to be met until the money was actually disbursed from the 
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treasury. Ifa merchant had acted in the manner the Government of India is 
said to have done, the Insolvent Court would punish him. It was not ignorance 
put negligence, which has placed the Empire in its present sorrowful plight. 


The same in a leader headed ‘‘ A word to Sir J. Fergusson.—III,” prays His 
Excellency to mix freely in native society. It 
Requests ya ergy ced observes that Sir Philip Wodehouse disliked natives 
the tne mcity. «and shut the doors of Government House against 
them. Sir Richard Temple on the other hand went 
to the other extreme. In ‘his time the Government House was made 
accessible to them, and persons of even low social standing were admitted 
there. Under these circumstances it behoves Sir James to introduce the 
necessary reform in this matter, and to raise the social standing of Euro- 
and natives. it ought also to be remembered that money alone does 

not make a man respectable. There are other acquirements whi 


ich deserve 
honour from Government. If a person has no wealth, but is well educated, 
public spirited, and does service to the public, he ought to get encouragement 
from those in authority. But if a person has money and is destitute of the above 
qualifications, he ought not to be admitted into the society of the highest in the 
land. There ought to be an inflexible rule, but unfortunately nothing of the 
kind has been laid down. Under Sir Bartle Frere’s régime the wealthy alone 
were invited to Government House quite irrespective of the character which they 
bore. Sir Seymoar FitzGerald followed in his footsteps, while Sir Philip 
Wodehouse simply refused to mix with natives. Sir Richard Temple deserves 
credit for introducing a new element, but unfortunately he fixed no limit to 
the respectability of those who received invitations. The Honourable Mr. 
Ashburner deserves no small credit for making the necessary reform during the 
time.he acted as Governor. He discontinued inviting persons of indifferent 
social standing to the parties at Government House, and re-introduced the prac- 
tice of bringing together Europeans and natives. There is much room for 
improvement yet. Euro and natives need to be brought together more 
frequently. A better selection than has been made needs to be made from 
among the native society, and European and native ladies should be brought 
together. It is to be hoped that Sir James will carry out these suggestions. 


The same, in alluding to the investiture of Sardar Sher Ali Khan as the Wali 
_ or P&dshdé of Kandahar, observes that this occurrence 
Disapprovos of the © is an indication that England can create Pédshds in 
oe seein: Afghanistan ; but it is doubtfal whether the policy is 
prudent. Kandahar has been separated from Cabul, and a British nominee has 
been raised to its throne. But will the Afghans allow the dismemberment of 
their country? Will they pay kingly honors to the person who contributed to 
its destruction ? Will Shere Ah Khan be able to maintain peace on the frontier ? 
Will not the Afghans fight among themselves after the evacuation of their 
country by the British troops? Certainly this policy weakens instead of 
strengthening the Indian Empire, and the existing troubles will never cease. 
The petty States of Afghanistan will remain under the British authority, which 
it will, however, be no easy task to maintain. But it seems that Russia will 
easily exercise influence on these petty States, and the objects of carrying on 
the present war will not have been accomplished. 


The Broach Samdchéy (68) of the 8th May states that the pillar-box kept 


_ in Lalabhdi’s Chakl4 in the town of Broach for posting 
_ Requests the Postal antho- letters is too small for the number of letters 
ia Lalubhane Cheuk therein. The Chaklé is the central part of the town 
town of Bronsli. and contains the business premises of merchants 
| and dealers. Sometimes the box is filled with letters, 
and there is no room in it to more, and occasionally mischievous children 
ick out letters from it. It behoves the Postal authorities therefore to place a 
arger pillar-box instead of the present one. 
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3 Municipalities. 

A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 6th May, but . 
ae received on the 16th, observes that the town of Dakor - ~*~ 3 

Pay aoe aa ee is an Indém holding, and realizes for its municipal - a 


of Dékor. wants about seven thousand rupees, which are col- | 
lected by imposing town duties on ghee, sugar, oil, ee 
cloth and other articles. Out of this sum nearly four thousand are spent upon ae 
the municipal establishments, two thousand on a medical dispensary, and the | 
remaining one thousand on roads and lights. The town is visited on certain i 
occasions by pilgrims, and most of the above income is derived from them. x 


The house-tax is heavy, and is felt severely by the house-owners who are ae 
generally mendicants carseat upon the alms given to them by the pilgrims. co 
In Kaira which is a commercial place, a first class house is taxed at three rupees, = 
a second class at one rupee and a half, and a third class at twelve annas, while ie 
* at Dékor a first class house is taxed at ag five, a second class at rupees ee 
three, and a third class at rupees two. Thus the tax is unnecessarily high in 


the case of Dékor. Government levies about nine hundred rupees per annum = 
from this town on account of the Local Fund, but not a pie is spent for its 
benefit. a 


Railways. ee 
A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 17th May, writing from 


eo i a aye ~ the plan of issuing Psa at the a 
Makes comments on ‘he Monm ilway Station is very unsatisfactory. The a 
Bocking Olerk st the Railway mo oLioe Clerk stands st a window, takes the money a: 
from passengers, and then goes inside and counts it at ' Sa 
a place where he is not visible to those who are standing outside. He has thus ee 
an opportunity of cheating. Notwithstanding the payment of the proper fare, — -. 
he hen denies that the full fare has been made. The passengers are obliged a 


to submit to his demands, because he gives out tickets very slowly, and his 


dilatoriness is frequently the cause of the passengers losing the train. There a 
is usually a large crowd at this station on account of its beimg the junction of ae 


two lines, and hence it behoves Government to take remedial measures in the ag 
interest of the travelling public. . 


Native States. 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 16th May says that Mr. Sale Hindi, the Ag 
Dewan of Junagdd, oppresses the subjects of the State. 

Requests the Bombay Gov- He has imposed duty on articles required for charit- 
ernment to appoint Dewans abi purchases, and exempted by a parwana for about 


cat Camber _— sixty years issued by His Highness the Nawab himself. — 

| Thus the Dew4n has shown disrespect to the orders ae 
of his master. This conduct is unpardonable. He ought to be removed from = 
his post, and some other deserving person should be appointed in his place by ee 
the Bombay Government. After mentioning the names of two gentlemen, whom cee 
it considers fit for the post, the Mitra observes that the administration of the 1 
State of Cambay requires improvements. It is still continued on the old model. o 


The present Nawdb is a young man of thirty, and has only recently succeeded i 
to his ancestral Gédi. There is no Dew4n to this State. The brother of the ae 
Nawab agpires to the Dewdnship, but he is not liked by the ryots though he is ge 


hospitable to Europeans. Even if he is fit for the post, it does not seem ee 
right that the brother of the Nawab should be the Dewdén. Another person a 
should therefore be appointed. After giving the names of four individuals, “ 
whom it considers as deserving of the honour, the Mitra requests the Honourable aa 


Mr. Ashburner to impress on the mind of His Exeellency the Governor the ae 
necessity of appointing Dewdns to the abovementioned two States. 7 ee 


@. W. KURKARAY, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, | 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
25th May 1880. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 
The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 24th May, ina communicated article, says that 
: there is no need whatever for the proposed Medical 

es of the propos- Registration scheme. If education continues to 
FP ia Registration sdvance at the present rate, and the masses increase 


” 


in enlightenment, native doctors will in time become 
so numerous that they will by their mere number drive out Vaids from the 
medical profession, and the necessity for the adoption of the Bill in question will 
be avoided. English medical science has not yet attained to perfection. 
English doctors still devote themselves to the widening of the area of their 
science. Various trees and plants possessing medicinal virtues were dis- 
covered by Vaids in India in ancient times, and their knowledge is confined to 
that class only. All this will be lost to the world if the Vaids are forcibly 
debarred from practising. If English medical science is not perfect, and is in 
some respects inferior to the healing art cultivated in India, there is surely no 
reason why native doctors should be so forward in advocating the introduction 
of the Medical Registration scheme. The letter of Dr. Saccaram Arjun on this 
subject which was lately published in the Indu Prakdsh is extremely amusing. 
He is labouring under the delusion that he knows everything about medicines 


which can be known. He has evidently not heard of the adage that the wisest 


man is he who is aware of his own ignorance. Hére the writer mentions the 
ease of a certain lunatic who was cured of his malady by a Vaid when the 
treatment of English and native doctors had proved ineffectual. What would 
this man have done if the proposed law had then been in force? In Bombay 
and its neighbourhood there are a few natives trained in the European system 
of medicine, but what would the innumerable persons in villages do if they are 

rohibited from availing themselves of the assistance of Vaids. It-is to be 
Loped that Government will not concern itself about the passing of this measure 
into law. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 23rd May, in a leading article, makes obser- 


ae vations on Lord Lytton’s administration which have 
_ Says that the administra- heen frequently reported, and remarks that His 
tion of Lord Lytton is 8 fa tn his hich eae a ha he 
eg p in his high position is very much to blame 
| for having allowed himself to be dictated to by his 
superiors in England. His policy has been a disastrous failure and has brought 
nothing but misery on the people of India. During the Turkish war. Lord 
Lytton dispatched an expedition to the Mediterranean on the suggestion of the 
English Cabinet in order to intimidate Russia, but the plan proved ineffectual 
and Russia made a counter move by sending an embassy to Cabul. This 
daring interference in the affairs of India’s next neighbour gave offence to the 
Government of India, which at once declared war against Sher Ali after findin 
some pretext. There was no justification for the course which the British 
Government pursued in this matter, but even admitting that the war was 
undertaken to defend the interests of England, it was simply iniquitous to 
throw its whole cost on India. It is said that this last measure was resolved 


upon in order to prevent the Conservative Government from becoming unpopular — 


in England, but the question of justice to the vast population of India was 
entirely left out of consideration. As the result of this war we may mention, 
says the Native Opinion, that Afghanistan has been dismembered, its inhabit- 
ants have been ruined, and valuable European and native lives have been 
sacrificed, besides the complete derangement of the Indian finances which it 
has brought about. During Lord Lytton’s four years’ tenure of office as 
Governor General incalculable injury has been done to the people of India, and 
the burden of taxation has immensely increased. The vernacular press has 
been gagged, and the natives have been deprived of the right of petitioning. In 
fact imperialism has been the ruling principle of His Lordship’s administration. 
It is to be regretted that Lord Lytton has not made the best use of his official 
position in India. It should be the aim of a Viceroy to make the English rule 


ee fo the natives, and it is to be hoped that Lord Ripon will bear this in 


| 


j ; 


The Suryodaya (6) of the 24th May, in a leading article, alludes to the ~ 
anckabes success of the Liberals at.the recent general election, 
Malan pesoarin ca of the 20d observes that it is extremely doubtful whether 
-—cee * their accession to power will result in any good to 
India. The fate of political parties in Britain does 
not affect the destinies of the British Empire in the same manner as the change. 
of rulers in an oriental kingdom. When Khunderao Gaikawad died and 
Malharrao succeeded him, the friends and adherents of the former were pro- 
scribed, and a radical alteration was made in the administration of the Baroda 
territory. But the case is different in England. The Liberals will not undo 
what their predecessors have done. As an illustration in point we may men- 
tion, says the Suryodaya, that when in opposition the Liberals denounced the 
an war as utterly unjustifiable, and declared that they would immediately 
bring it to a termination if a were in power, that it was unjust to throw its 
_ whole cost on India, and that the policy inaugurated by the Conservative party 
was opposed to sound morality. As long as they had nothing to do with the 
management of public affairs they gave expression to these benevolent views, 
but the moment pei found that they had a chance of coming into power their 
tactics changed, and it seems very unlikely that they will now carry out all 
that they professed in opposition. It would not do for the British Government 
to withdraw from Afghanistan without establishing a stable Government in that 
country, but at the same time we are strongly of opinion that the expenses of 
the Afghan war:should be borne entirely by England. The war in question 
was undertaken in defence of purely English interests, and in order to keep up 
the prestige of Englang, and it is therefore fair that the burden of the cost 
should be met from the English exchequer. If this suggestion is acceded to, 
the Liberals will have done something to give satisfaction to those who have - 
been rejoicing in their success and have been forming all manner of expectations 
from them. : 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 23rd May, in a leading article, says that the 
pe British gre — bd ope ” Ooe to 
_, Makes remarks in connec- ition the new Ministry to the effect that the Verna- 
a Gis Prag Act ond he Tisonlog Act detall be 
abolished, that the Civil Service examination should 
be held simultaneously in England and in India, that the limit of age for the 
entrance examination should be raised to twenty-two years, and that the 
€ of the Afghan war should be shared equally between England and 
India. These five demands are of the utmost oe aghese and if they are all 
granted, the natives of India will always feel deeply grateful to Mr. Gladstone’s 
inistry. It will also be extremely difficult for the new Ministers to reject 
them, since they have pronounced them to be fair and reasonable when in 
opposition. But if the past be any guide to the future, they will not undo 
what their predecessors have done. The utmost that can be expected from 
them is that they will pursue a different course in the future. This in itself isa 
great gain, because it would have been no easy matter to conjecture how far the 
Conservative Ministers would have gone on in their Imperial policy if they had 
been in power. At the same time we cannot understand, says the Arunodaya, 
why the Liberal Government should hesitate to make these concessions. The 
gagging of the Vernacular Press will prevent Government from becoming 
acquainted with the opinions of the natives, and dissatisfaction will increase if 
the latter are not allowed to ventilate their grievances. It is, therefore, for the 
pissy Bas me Government as well as i subjects that this Act should be re- 
mov m the statute book. Again, the Disarming Act is hateful to the le 
and has made the British rule unpopular in the country. It sansa’ tes 
from defending themselves against the attacks of robbers and wild animals, and 
also causes pecuniary losses on a large scale. If it be true that the English 
nation intends to rule this country for the benefit of its inhabitants, it should 
carry on the government in accordance with their wishes, and should at once 
repeal this obnoxious law. By pursuing such a policy, the natives will be 
convinced of the good intentions of their rulers. With respect to the remain- — 
ing demands it is impossible to conceive how they can be rejected. The whole 
cost of the Afghan war should in strict justice be borne by England, and it can- 
not, therefore, refuse to share half of it with India. Similarly, the regulations 
2m P29—5 (con 149] may 


for the Indian Civil Service are so palpably unjust that’ there ought to be no 
hesitation in altering ng yr) wg natives and Europeans on a footing of 
e new Ministry will so shape its policy as 


juality. We earnestly hope that 
Si iaake tesll popdipr io Indie, 


The same, in another article, says that Mr. Gladstone stated a short time 


. ago that the Indian finances were in an extremel 

Makes Ls unsatisfactory condition, and added that if that eal 
eereracnm %- sion should unfortunately continue, the English nation 
would have to take the management into its own hands, and would have to 
become responsible for the debt of India. Now Mr. Gladstone himself is as it 
were from his position the ruler of India, and it remains to be seen what steps 
he takes to effect a financial equilibrium. To find out the mistakes of others is 
easy, but it is difficult to take proper remedial measures when things are going 
wrong. Although it is a notorious fact that the Indian Government is deeply 
in debt, and its subjects have been almost reduced to destitution, yet such a 
declaration in public would be unpalatable to the powers that be. The present 
rulers of India believe that their system of Government is superior to any native 
rule which preceded it, and they denounce any one who dares to take exception 
to this statement. The Poona Sarvajénika Sabha recently stated that the 
agricultural population of the Deccan had been reduced to beggary, but those 
connected with the administration immediately took it to task for givi 
expression to this opinion, and it was urged that the Deccan Ryots’ Relief Bill 
would soon improve the condition of the ryots. But in making use of this 
argument they tacitly acknowledge the fact that the condition of the people is 
one of extreme poverty. Again, if India is not a poor country, then there was 
no necessity last year for the Indian Government to obtain from England a loan 
without interest. It may be contended that India is not in such a hopeless 
condition of insolvency as Turkey ; but it must be remembered that the latter 
brought forth a force of three hundred thousand men fully equipped in its con- 
test with Russia, and this shows that the resources of Turkey are superior to 
those of India. The causes of the perety of the masses in India are to be 
found in the enormous salaries which are drawn by the public functionaries 
here. They have been pitched on a high scale and great reductions in them 
are feasible. Hundreds of Englishmen can be had who are willing to work on 
lower stipends, and besides the number of competent natives has also increased. 
It is said: that a committee of investigation has been appointed to enquire into 
the Indian finances. This step is in the right direction, but if men like Sir 
Richard Temple are on it the labours of the committee will prove valuless. If 
the object of Government be really to reduce ey ange ae then half the mem- 
bers of the committee should be natives, and they should be elected by the 


people. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 21st May, in a leading article, says that the young 

7 of Poona between the ages of fourteen and 

Says that the Head Master eighteen have become very unruly of late. They 

Fe Foon High Schoo! misbehave at public assemblies and resent any 

na — attempt which may be made to keep them quiet. 

They have no respect for their elders. This state of 

things is greatly to be deplored. It has been brought about by the strange 

behaviour of the Head Master of the High School and the bad example which 

he sets to his pupils. Since Mr. Kunte came to Poona in his present capacity, 

the students have become so outrageously self-willed and so impatient of control 

that they have ceased even to respect him. If matters are to take a better 
turn the evil should be attacked at its root. | 


The same of the 23rd May observes that the Rajputéna State Railway was 
SEAN E commenced in the month of September 1877 from the 
Mentions some _ short- 


: : River Sébarmati, and was opened for traffic on 15th 
State Bailway. Mejputéna November 1879. Even after this long delay it is not 
free from some shortcomings which have been 

frequently noticed before. The bridges over the Sarasv4ti and other rivers have 
not been constructed : several station houses on the line are yet in an incom-. 
plete state, and no culverts have been built on streams and rivulets. It seems 
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The same agrees with some of its native contemporaries that the people of 
Bombay should not repeat the mistake which they made 
ey = + ag ape in sw Pee Rs Sir 7 Tae Temple, by giving a con- 
wag Lytton pratulatory address to Lytton on his approach- 
oo. spear ing departure to England. Fie Tacalliany Capote’ 
the License-tax under the plea that funds were 
required for famine purposes. He the Vernacular Press Act, commenced. 
the unjust Afghan war, saddled India with its cost, treated the deputation from 
the Land-owners’ Association with contempt, and committed in the budget a 
mistake of four krors. His Lordship’s administration has been such that it will 
always be remembered with sorrow by the Indian subjects of the Crown. If 
great honour is done to him when he leaves India, the same will be construed 
into an approval of his obnoxious measures. It behoves the natives, therefore, 
to let him go unnoticed. , 
The same observes that it is highly desirable that European officers, from 
_ the Governor downwards, should know that there are 
Warns European oficers in every city and town of India Conservatives and 
po clases of natives. Liberals as there are in England. The Indian Conser- 
vatives are selfish, covetousand servile. Most of them 
are Zaminddrs, Watandars or holders of Indm lands. They flatter Government 
officials for the perpetuation of their own rights. They visit the officials in 
their houses, or invite them to their own residences, or send them presents of 
fruit and sweetmeats or even ask them to dinner. By these means they secure 
the good will of those who are in authority. Their object is always selfish, and 
hardly one is to be found among them who is free from sleaiidied motives. If 
they do not succeed by any of the above expedients, they then endeavour to 
attain the same end by making false representations and by acting the part of 
tale-bearers. In the end they meet with their deserts, as they are despised by 
the people as well as by those whom they try to mislead. The people cannot 
warn the officials against such individuals for fear of being called upon to pro- 
duce proofs in justification. The European officials of Government ought, there- 
fore, to be on their guard in aecepting good offices from natives. The Indian 
Liberals are on the 7 disinterested. They only desire that a good feel- 
ing should exist between the governors and the governed. They are neither 
hypocrites nor flatterers, and do not care to secure the favour of the official 
class. 


The Jéme Jamsed (50) of the 22nd May, in alluding to the suicides fre- 
quently committed by Parsi boys, advises parents to 
“ Lepreyeen the er give their children a moral education at home, and 
Ge oe moral Principles Observes that it is equally desirable that boys, should 
| : be instructed in moral principles in schools also. 
The old school series, such as the “ Children’s Friend,—Lipidhdr4,” contained 
moral lessons which served to give a moraltraining to young boys. Similar lessons 
are not to be met with in the new school series; and this desideratum should 
be supplied by either introducing such lessons into them or by re-iutroducing 
the o d series. The attention of the Director of Public Instruction is requested 
to this subject. ~ 
The same of the 26th May observes that the press and the public will be 
much gratified with the report that Lord Ripon will 
repeal the new Vernacular Press Act as soon as he 
Wale be yebtal a a arrives in India. The vernacular press has never 
cular Preas Act. written seditious matter so as to deserve the punish- 
ment of the deprivation of liberty. Lord Lytton’s 
Government published certain extracts se the native press as a plea for 
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passing the Act in question, but none of them contained sedition. The verna- 
cular 
with 


ress was very much annoyed that the authorities should try to stamp it +s 

false stigma of being seditious; but no protests from the press were ae 

heard, as the Government were determined to have their own way. It, however, — meer. 
hoped to see this law repealed on the assumption of the office ‘4 


of the Prime i 
Minister 7 a gentleman who loved independence. This hope is likely to be : 
realised. Lord Ripon is sure to give his attention for the repeal of the Press — 
Act, but it behoves the vernacular press to pray His Lordship on his landing in ce 
Bombay to give his earliest attention to this matter. ce 
The same observes that some of the Anglo-Indian newspapers have had an a 
evil eye on the State of Cashmere. They wish that a 
Is glad thet Lord Lytton this fruitful and rich Principality should be annexed . 
pyoat acaao “to the British dominions. ey have been therefore ae 
e for some time past in finding out pretexts oye 
for the accomplishment of their a They raised loud complaints that the ) 
Mahérdja was guilty of atrocious negligence during the prevalence of famine in in 
his own territory. Stories about the starvation of the ryots were invented by - 2 ae 
certain newspapers, who circulated a report that Lord Lytton was ready to ey 
buy the State for the sum of ninety lacs, which was double the price for i 
which it was sold to Mahér4ja Gul4bSingh, and in order to make this purchase . 
the Viceroy had invited the present Mah4rdja to Simla. When they learnt the a 
truth, that the Chief was to go to Simla to pay a simple visit to the Viceroy, and | ae 
saw that any neglect in the adoption of measures to mitigate the miseries of © Bs 
: famine was not so serious a crime as to induce Government to deprive the Réja . ae 
of his territory, they invented another story—that the Mahdrija was called to a 
Simla because it was discovered that he was carrying on a secret correspond- , a 
ence with Russia, and about which he gave no intimation to the paramount ae 
power. But he did not commit any such crime, and Lord Lytton did not even 3 
dream of annexing his territory. When they saw that all their writing upon 
this subject was not able to accomplish the object in view, they then promul- Aa 
gated that His Lordship had determined to annex the State and had called the ne 
Mahérdja to Simla with that object, but owing to the change of Ministry in Pe 
England this could not be carried out. It is gratifying that the public is = 
convinced that the Viceroy never entertained any intention to annex the State, 
and that the abovementioned stories were mere inventions of certain Anglo- 
Indian papers. 
The Rédst Goftér (52) = hay’ Ma cneneyes eral the ent fm 
of India state that they apprehended a deficit before — a 
Ph se ao. the the middle of March Sel On comparing dates, it pa 
pee appenes that scarcely two weeks had elapsed since the 
pomionticn of the budget when the error was discovered. This shows that the 
lunder was not new, but was committed in the preparation of the budget itself. 
The estimates were published this year earlier than usual. This haste was 
made to keep up the credit of the late Ministry. There was a probability of — 
the Parliament being dissolved, and the Conservative Ministry were anxious to Ss 
make a good figure before the English public. They wished to show England aa 
that India was able to pay the whole cost of the Afghan war. The Indian | a 
authorities produced a bodent which showed that India possessed-the power of 
meeting its liabilities. ‘hey did not produce wrong accounts purposely, but 5 
committed the error through haste which is attributable to their meplinenes al 
The same notices the mode of keeping the accounts of the Afghan war, and a 
Mal finds fault with it. It condemns the system as defec- cme 
Sa Solider mS “of th, ‘ive and calculated to mislead. With regard to the a 
Afghan war. inability of the Government of India to ascertain the — 
ae total cost with exactness, the Rést Goftér observes that ae 
had it been the first year of the war the mistake would have been pardonable ; 4 a 
but it has continued for three successive years, and yet the Government is not = © .* 
able to furnish accurate accounts, and admits its inability three months after the . 


‘announcement that India was in a position to bear the whole cost. This - | “8% 
negligence is really unpardonable. ) — 
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The same, in alluding to the new loan of three krors and thirteen lacs, 
ee sof raising 4 OUServes that in the last budget Sir John Strache 
i LP ie meet the deficit. eit. Yemarked that India ought not to on & war igh 
wan = borrowed money when public debt was already 

and she was unable to reduce it. But as usual he has changed his views 
within three months after this declaration. ‘The Press Commissioner has 
telegraphed that a loan is to be raised in consequence of the increased cost 
of the war, and will be spent upon remunerative public works to be 
constructed in 1880-81. It seems from this announcement that the Famine. 


Insurance Fund as well as the money set apart for public works has been devoted 


to war purposes, and the loan is, properly speaking, to be raised to meet this 
gap in the treasury. That the credit. of the Indian Empire suffers from raising 
frequent loans is to be seen from the fall in the prices of Government securities. 
They had improved after the assurance given by Sir John rignene oy February 
last, but the announcement of the new loan has depressed the market again. 


The same of the 23rd May, in alluding to the Viceroy’s Despatch to the 
| , of State for India relating to the recently 
peers rag = Vice- ee deficit in yo th Indian Budget, observes that 
roy’s Despatch Secre- ‘there is no necessity whatever for demonstrating that 
rik o aay a the sanguine expectations therein expressed are false. 
deficit. The condition of thefinances cannot be good and hopeful 
2 } when in the place of a balance of four krors of rupees 
there is a deficit of the same amount, and a necessity has arisen for meeting it by 
raising a new loan when the money market is very dull. The attempt made 
by the Viceroy to make the financial position appear satisfactory, shows that 
His Excellency has not yet got rid of the habit of giving incorrect assurances 
by means of rose-coloured pictures; but the people have no confidence in 
them, since they have found that those assurances have often proved illusory. 
When the license-tax was imposed for the first time, His Excellency cleieily 
declared that the whole of its proceeds would be paid to the credit of the Famine 
Insurance Fund, which on no account would be applied to any other than its 
legitimate purpose ; but next year it was diverted to another object, and then 
it was denied that the assurance was ever given. At first the Government of 
India insisted that the official classes should be exempted from the license-tax ; 
next year it was found desirable that the income from this source should be 
increased, and then the Government advocated that those classes should be 
taxed ; but Government again resolved not to tax them and tried to prove that 
it was unjust to do so. Lord Lytton’s Government is going to raise a new loan, 
but three months ago the same Government stated in the budget that it was 
indiscreet for a country as poor as India that a loan should be raised to 
on awar. Now His Excellency has altered his former views and declared in the 
above Despacth that no harm will result in incurring additional debt, since the 
country will have only to pay .the interest on it. This will amount to 
eighteen lacs of rupees annually, and yet His Lordship represents that the 
finances are in as good a condition as they were before. This representation 
seems as deceptive 'as the solemn promise given about the Famine Insurance 
Fund, and hence no faith can be put in its correctness. 


The same remarks that several English papers ask whether, if there had 
Makes remarks about the U2 nochangeof Ministry, the Government of India 
recently discovered deficit, Would have pointed out the astounding deficit in the 
' budget, and whether the Conservative Ministry would 
have revealed it to the public? This question may be answered thus—that even 
if the Indian Government had communicated the blunder to the Home Govern- 
ment, the latter would not have brought it to light so soon. The success of 
Lord Beaconsfield’s Government consisted in conducting the administration in 
secret ; and hence it seems almost certain that he would not have alllowed the 
existence of the deficit to be known beyond his own circle. ‘The very fact of 
Lord Lytton’s writing to the Home Government about the error on the 4th of 
May lends some support to the last conjecture. The Government of India 
admit that before the middle of March they suspected that there was some con- 
fasion in the accounts, and that they immediately ordered enquiries to be made, 
and yet for two months they did not make public the existence of the deficit, 
4PN 29—5 [con 149], 


and until the defeat of the Conservatives at the general election was a foregone 
conclusion, and only brought it out when they there was risk in hold- 
ing silence. It would be unjust to Lord Lytton to say that he intended to keep 
the deficit secret if the late Ministry had continued in office. Such could not 
have been his intention. But it might be observed that Lord Beaconsfield 
himself would not have allowed the error to come to light, and would have 


secretly provided the necessary sum to tide over the difficulty, and would have 
made some provision in the next budget to cover it. 


The Yajdén Parast (54) of the 16th May is glad that Sir Richard Temple 

will be appointed a member of the Commission which 

Approves of the appoint- is about to be sent from England to enquire into the 
ment of Sir —s emple financial condition of India. His great energy and 
On ne oraneial conditicn of bi8 intimate knowledge of the Indian finances will 
India. enable him to do — service on the Commission, 
: and the country will be benefited from his appoint- 
ment. (The Loka Mitra (56) of the same date uses some of the above argu- 
ments and places them in juxtaposition with some of those given in the Rést 
Goftér (52) of the same date, and arrives at the conclusion that no fear need be 
entertained that the interests of India will suffer from Sir Richard Temple, as 


the other members of the Commission will act as a check on him.) 


The same of the 23rd May, in alluding to the Queen’s Speech at the open- 
, peers ee ing of ge ‘Tapered 3 observes that we Indian 
omments on the speech subjects of Her Imperial Majesty are anxio wait- 
pone dhperany oe Sante ig ~ ing to see the end of the Afghan war. They we dis- 
with it and are unable to bear its heavy cost. 
They are‘glad that Her Majesty wishes to. put an end to it, and that the 
Ministry have adopted measures to that effect by ordering the demolition of the 
fortifications raised in Afghanistan and by stopping all works which are in 
course of construction in that country ; but it is to be regretted that the Speech 
did not contain one statement about which India is very anxious. The heavy 
cost of the Afghan war has increased the Indian debt, and hence the people 
here are very desirous of knowing whether England will contribute to the 
expenses of the*war; but this age has not been noticed and great disap- . 
pointment is consequently felt. The silence on this subject shows that England 
will not pay anything; but Her Imperial Maj seems cunvinced that the 
Indian finances are in a bad condition, since it is observed in the Speech that 
recent revelations make it desirable that icular attention should be paid 
to them, and that all information on the subject will be laid before Parliament. 
Why should not then England afford India some relief? The people of India 


would have been overjoyed to hear in the ce Bee that England would pay 
a portion, but the Ministry did not advise Her Majesty to give this assurance, 
and India is sorry to see them act thus with her. 


The same observes that to make up the recently discovered deficit a new 

i ae loan 4 ~— 98 18 iy ee but cone means, 
vs. © omciat and §=6though sm ey may be, ought not to be lost sight 
Ag agp gg Bina of in onde to find fands to fill up the gap in the trea- 
license-tax. sury. The license-tax should be extended to the pro- 
fessional and official classes who have hitherto enjoyed 
immunity from it. There was no hope of this being done during Lord 
Lytton’s time ; but the new Viceroy ought to take this step at the very com- 


mencement of his administration, in order to gratify the people over whom he 
been appointed to rule. 


The Loka Mitra (56) of the 23rd May, inalluding to the memorials forwarded 


- from Calcutta, Poona and Bombay to the new Parlia- 

ey -the Ministry to ment, observes that the justice of the prayers set forth 
tic facme tea more in them has been admitted not only by Mr. Gladstone, 
liament for Calcutta, Poona but by most other members of his Mini in their 
and Bombay. a on Lord Beaconsfield’s administration. Before 
; their accession to office the present Liberal Govern- 

ment raised sanguine hopes in the hearts of the Indian subjects, and the time 
has arrived for satisfying them. The new Ministry ought to fulfil the expectations 
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they have raised, and to free the Indian Empire from the effects of the Conserv- 
ae a wine they themselves condemned as i Jt is true that 
the memorials contain several prayers, and it would be the height of madness 
to expect that all of them would be granted at once ; but there can be no doubt 
Serica tke Gaatoted tae peapls of Yulin ted «gud epaptaniny "Ee 

nservatives i e e 0 ia, and a opportuni 

pone itself to Mr. Gladstone to remove the diseatishnetion caused it. 
It is to be hoped that the Prime Minister will not allow this golden opportunity 
to pass by without doing something. 


The Satya Mitra (63) of the 23rd May observes that during his four years’ 

| Indian administration Lord Lytton has not performed 

A mele single act which has been beneficial either to 
mafia ce Government or to the people, and which will be 
gratefally remembered. His ee important measures have done injury 
to the natives, and have created dissatisfaction and brought a stigma on 
the fair name of the British Government for justice and impartiality. A cruel 
and fearful war with Afghanistan has been carried on by an unwarrantable 
interference in the affairs of that country ; a portion of the import duties on 
cotton goods has been unnecessarily abolished; a gross injustice has been 
perpetrated in imposing the license-tax; great negligence has been shown in 


estimating the cost of the Afghan war; the Famine Insurance Fund has been 
diverted to p other than those for which it was originally levied ; and the 
universally condemned Vernacular Press Act was passed. 


Municipalities. 


The Dnydnodaya (10) of the 27th May alludes to the conflagration at the 
. \ \Manekjee Petit Mil at Colaba and to the damage 
Pier ssn: i, lao which was caused by it and observes that the arrange- 
sahchadiaane Y ments forextinguishing fires in Bombay are lamentably 
Munigipality. : 2. * 
| defective. The Municipal authorities are clearly to 
blame for their shortcomings in this respect. They are sharp enough in 
recovering municipal dues, but do not care to attend to the comforts of the 
people from whom they derive their revenues, nor do they take sufficient 
precautionary measures to avert terrible losses to them. The want of a proper 
supply of water in Bombay, which is felt when fires occur, is simply disgraceful 
to the Municipality of Bombay. 


The Bombay Chronicle (48) of the 23rd May, in alluding to the recent fire 

at Coléba which destroyed the Nasarwdnji Manekji 

aiaeaes Pete on the Petil Mill, observes that the greater portion of the 
Bonbay. brigade ™ blame for the destruction of this building falls upon 
the Municipality. At eight in the evening the first 

alarm was given, but until ten o’clock the work of extinguishing the fire had 
not even commenced. The fire-brigade men had, it is said, no knowledge of 
the disaster until half the building was burnt. It is also asserted that Mr. 
Naén4bh4i Bairdmji first informed the police at M4zgaon of this fire, and request- 
ed them to take the fire-engines at once to the scene of the conflagration, but 
so much delay was made in answering this emergent call, that the engines 
reached their destination long after the arrival of Mr. Ndnébhdi himself. 
Sufficient water was not even then to be had, and when it was obtained the 
iree steam fire-engines commenced work, but the manual engines were found 
to be out of order. Some of the men of the brigade had no idea of working 
together, and therefore their exertions were not effective. At every street-fire 
in Bombay complaints arise about the fire-engines not being in order; about 
the men of the brigade being inefficient ; and about the insufficiency of the 
water-supply ; and it is believed that much damage is caused from these short- 
fomings. It is to be regretted that none of the local Fire Insurance Companies 
have suffered by the late fire. Had they been losers, they would have made an 
effort to recover their losses by the agency of a court of law from the parties by 
whose shortcomings they were caused, and thus the defective arrangements | 
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The Bombay Samdchdr (49) of the 17th May, in noticing the statement 
prepared by the Police Commissioner on the subject 
oe egg a Be of street-fires in Bombay, observes that some of the 
rege _piicshon actA “occurrences should not have been included in this 
are statement, as they were trivial, and the causes of most 
of them should have been carefully ascertained. In the case of some fires it is 
stated that the causes are not known: in others carelessness or accident is men- 
tioned as the immediate cause; whilein others again the causes are said to be unas- 
certainable. Such vague statements are weuthlovs, but careful enquiries would 
have led to better results. Reliable information in this matter can be turned to 
great use, and it is hoped that in future the causes of almost all fires will be 
carefully ascertained, and given in the statement. The Samédchér of the 20th 
observes that complaints are frequently made in the case of street-fires, that 
either the fire-engines did not arrive in time, or that water was not to be had ; 
and hence it was desirable that the above statement the precise time when 
these appliances were available at each fire should have been stuted, but this 
important information is not to be found. It is, however, hoped that the same 
will | be supplied in future reports. 


The same of the 21st May, in alluding to the recent fire which destroyed 
the Colaba Spinning and Weaving Mill, observes that 
Complains that the fire- the fire-engines arrived late on the spot and com- 


i ived late at th : ° a oe 
re gegen agape oe Pe =e working after the whole building was enve- 


Coli} 7 : in flames. They threw the water, which was 
ing ig ynsgieees ag than sufficient, with so little force that they 

could not produce appreciable effect on the fire. Its 
vehemence abated in consequence of the falling down of the roof and the walls 
of the edifice, and most of the fire-engines were engaged in preventing the 
neighbouring buildings from catching fire. This shortcoming has often been 
brought to the notice of the Municipal authorities, but it is to be regretted that 
they have done nothing yet to remove it. Had the engines arrived earlier 
than they did at the scene of the fire and had they thrown the water with suffi- 


cient force, a greater portion of the building would have been saved from 
destruction. 


The Rdst Goftaér (52) of the 23rd May observes that an indignation meet- 
ing of the rate-payers of Bombay is urgently needed, 
Advises the rate-payers of not only to condemn the neglect shown in disposing 
ead castins ag ter of the question of the confusion recently discovered in 
enquiry into the defects of ‘the Municipal Engineer’s Department, but also to 
the Tulsi works. enquire into the defects in the Tulsi works. After 
describing how “effective were the public meetings 
held on former occasions, the Rdst Goftdr remarks that the Engineers raised 
great hopes about the Tulsi water-works, but they have not.been realized. In 
the first year of the opening ofthe works people loudly complain of a short 
supply of water. It looks as if the thirty-five lacs of rapees spent upon the lake 
has been a mere waste, and yet the new drainage works which are to be worked 
with the water supplied from this lake are being vigorously pushed. If the 
supply of water is scanty even for a day the city is likely to be visited by a 
dangerous epidemic. e rate-payers ought not to remain quiet so long as a 
satisfactory explanation about the defects of the Tulsi works is not given and 
the present mismanagement is not removed. | 


The Loka Mitra (56) of the 23rd May, in alluding to the fire which recent- 


_. .. ly destroyed the Ménekji Petit Mill at Colaba, 

PP ne Bess ror ager observes that at first it was suspected that the fire 
true causes of street-fires. was the work of an incendiary; but, latterly, the 
lice have been stating that it gaggeee arose from a 

spark from the chimney of the Sassoon Press, which is in a dangerous 
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m as to have several times set on fire the cotton bales of Messrs. Ralli oe 
Brothers. This reason is, after all, a simple conjecture and the true cause of a 
the fire ought to be ascertamed, since in its absence diverse rumours are cir- ae 


culated among the public. The report on the street fires of last year aa 
prepared by 6 Commissioner of Police does not in most cases give the true a 
causes of the misfortunes. In some cases it is said that the causes were not i 
known ; in others they are not stated with distinctness; and sometimes negli- eS 
gence or accident is mentioned as the immediate cause of the catastrophe. It cs 
is to be that the true causes in the above cases were not ascertained, rt 
since their knowledge would prove of great service in checking the number of 2 
: these misfortanes.- It 1s hoped that the Corporation will pay due attention to 2 
_- this matter as regards future fires. 2 


: : Native States. ~ 


The Gujarat Mitra (45) of the 16th ng | is glad that some horsemen are 
made to patrol the road leading from the Baroda + 

Recommends the establish- Camp to the village of Chhaéni, which was infested by ie 
ment of s police “Se the Gity bands of robbers who frequently plundered travell : a 
ry 3 - It will be better if a police station is located on this 2 
road, as it will be of { use in the apprehension of = 

robbers ‘who may commit thefts in the city. The writer requests the authorities : 
of the State to give due attention to the above suggestion. "S 


G. W. KURKARAY, . a 
: Reporter on the Native Press. ad 
New Secretariat, Bombay, a 


Office of the Reporter on the Natiwe Press, : : 
[st June 1880. | 3 
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Polities and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 30th May says “‘ To administer so vast a 
i country as India, with an immense population, with 

_ Makes remarks im connec: certain elements of danger constantly lurking within 
tion with the t of . ° é ’ 
Lord Ripon as Viceroy: and with wild and lawless races, provoking breaches 
iis : of peace without, is indeed’a task so formidable that 


it might fairly tax the energy and ability of any statesman however powerful in 
aiaetttution aad howover skilled in State craft. Then again, the social ‘and 


economic conditions of her people, deeply imbued with a conservatism which 
has withstood outside influences for centuries past, differ vastly from those of 
Europe. But when to these inherent difficulties are added those of frontier 
wars and periodic famines, of an impoverished exchequer whiich necessitates 
annually a raising of fresh loans, of other minor contingencies, which it is not 
always possible to foretell—difficulties and contingencies which of late have 
been ad ses too frequent—the task of administration indeed assumes the 
most gigantic proportions. A. hard-working and conscientious Viceroy gifted 
with the sagacity of a born statesman would, under such appalling circum- 
stances, vigorously strive to cope with each difficulty as it arises with the advice 
of his experienced Council. But he is again beset, from the very position of 
his office, by another element of danger which has of late years greatly disturbed 
the safe steering of the vessel of State. Subject as he is to the Secretary of 
State for India in England, his actions are aften fettered by the instructions 
which he may receive at any moment from that authority, who alone, by the India 
- Act, is responsible to Parliament, Suchinstructions sometimes depend on the state 
of party politics at Home. And when factions run high, as they did during the 
i of the late Ministry, India is always sacrificed, and her true interests are 
subordinated to those of party exigencies. Woe be to her if at such times she has a 
sea and incapable Viceroy who surrenders his conscience and free action to the 

ecrees of the despotic Mahdrija who may be ruling at Westminister. There 
are so many conflicting interests which require delicate adjustment, that happy 
would be the Viceroy who could at the end of the period of five years lay down 
his office m the pleasing conscientiousness of having governed the country with 
credit to himself, and satisfaction to her people. To implicitly obey, on one 
side, the instructions of an autocratic Secretary of State, and on the other side, to 
carry out a line of policy which his conscience may accuse him of being dia- 
metrically opposed to the true interests of the people over whom he rules, is a 
serious problem extremely difficult of solution. The temptation for a weak 
Viceroy to slavishly obey all Home orders, irrespective of the exigencies of the 
country and her people, with the selfish object of earning rewards and honours, 
is always very great. A pliant Viceroy easily succumbs to such temptation as 
we have unhappily witnessed in the case of Lord Lytton. We are constrained 
to state here that Lord Lytton has been the first Governor General of India 
who has followed, without raising his finger of protest, the behests of a Ministry 
who cared not two straws for India so long as it enabled them to prolong their 
lease of power by sacrificing a revenue of a million sterling, by unrighteously 
provoking a war with a friendly but helpless neighbour, and by sowing the 
seeds of discontent in the hearts of a loyal people by depriving them of a price- 
less boon which the liberal sagacity of statesmen of half a century previous had 
wisely conferred on them. A succession of such Viceroys would create dissatis- 
faction among a loyal and long-suffering people to such a pitch that the 
destructive consequences resulting herdiom could be easier imagined than 
described. It is indeed very impolitic to have a Viceroy of such character. 
He is always tempted, by virtue of the discretionary power conferred on him, 
to set aside constitutional principles and the advice of his experienced colleagues, 
who, by their ripe experience, are in a position to tender clear and just opinions - 
on all matters affecting the welfare of the country. Such a Viceroy is also 
liable to set public opinion at naught. The anrepresented millions may raise 
their feeble voice and may memorialise. against a grievance which may be 
created by an uncalled for piece of legislation precipi ushered into: exist- 
ence, without so much as the semblance, ofa discussion. We repeat the rule of 
such Viceroys would soon become intolerable and dangerous. Imperial Rome lost 
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her finest possessions in Asia for no other reason but the misrule of her various 
proconsuls. We by no means are desirous of instituting a comparison between 
the provincial administration of Rome and theGovernment of India by the British. 
The former had its strong and weak points ; and so has the latter. But the balance 
of good preponderates on the side of our rulers. The worst feature of Roman 
provincial administration was the farming of the imperial taxes and the con- 
sequent unscrupulousness of the officials. ‘That was a grievance unendurable and 
crushing. But we beg to point out that crushing grievances, when they remain 
unredressed long, always end in disaster to rulers of conquered provinces. Such 
are the many dangers Sanetting the path of a Viceroy and Governor General of 
India. The nomination of the Marquis of Ripon seems to have taken all 
England by surprise. He was not in the reckoning for the Viceregal chair. But 
that is no reason why his merits should be underrated. A portion of the English 
Press has spoken of his abilities in the most disparaging terms. But we need 
not heed its one-sided criticism. The i car raised on the appointment of 
the late Earl of Mayo was even worse. He was altogether untried. But here 
we have a Viceroy who has passed a good portion of his time in various capa- 
cities in Parliamentary Guvernment. e has received a fair. amount of 
constitutional training, which ought to be one of the essential qualifications for 
an Indian Viceroyalty. Again, he directed for a time the destinies of India in 
an equally exalted capacity as Secretary of State. We think, therefore, the 
Viceroy comes out with fair credentials. He is not a genius, nor even a 
statesman of the highest order. But we hope and expect that he will rule India 
constitutionally and in the true interests ofher people. We, therefore, welcome 
His Lordship with pleasure, and devoutly wish that by the mercy of Providence 
he may be enabled to rule the country in the spirit of freedom and toleration, 
unmoved by partisan bias, keeping one noble aim in vieW—the aim of doing 
the greatest oe to the greatest number. And if the noble Marquis, when 
laying down his Viceregal sceptre, fulfils the expectations now formed of him by 
the unanimous verdict of India, if he leaves the country altogether for the 
better, both in finance and wise administration, he may rest assured that the 
sons of India will not’fail ever afterwards to remember him with feelings of the 
greatest respect and gratitude, and enlist his name inthe roll of those dis- 


tinguished statesmen who have left their glorious mark in the pages of Indian 
history.” 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 31st May, in a leading article alludes to the 


arrival of the Marquis of Ripon in India, and states 


_ Makes remarks in connec- that His Lordship has been desired by. the Secretary 
7 aba eS of State for India to report on the advisability of 


Linda face. continuing the Vernacular Press Act and the License- 
tax. The former measure was passed during the 

ascendancy of the Earl of Beaconsfield, and at that time Mr. Gladstone and 
Lord Hartington declared their entire disapproval of it. They are now in 
power, and can easily carry out what they professed in opposition, but from the 
mstructions which have been given to Lord Ripon, it seems doubtful whether 
they now entertain their former views. The new Viceroy will have no 
difficulty in showing that the Vernacular Press Act is not required by the 
necessities of India, but at the same time he will have to gather information on 
the subject, from the official hierarchy who are in favour of continuing it, and 
consequently there is great probability, that in submitting his report, his 
judgment is likely to be warped by surrounding influences. It is therefore to 
be hoped that he will deeply consider the subject, and act on his own individual 
responsibility. Here the writer advises all Indian Associations and Editors 
of newspapers not to delay in sending up petitions to the Marquis of Ripon, 
explaining to him the inconveniences caused by the Actin question, and 
observes that if this opportunity of getting rid of the Vernacular Press Act is 
allowed to pass away, another will probably never arise. With respect to the 
cense-tax Act, various objectionable provisions which existed in it when it was — 
first enacted have been fortunately removed, but one capital defect in it yet 
remains. No justification has been shown for the exemption of the official and 
professional classes from its operation, and it is to be hoped that Lord Ripon 
will rectify this mistake. Indeed Lord Lytton’s Government promised to do 
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mething of the kind. There are also other matters deserving of serious 
consideration. The salt-tax is an intolerable burden on the great bulk of 
the population. A careful study of the numerous cases which come. before 

7 I ing of salt will rors the justness of the 
rigour of the forest laws should be relaxed without delay. 
The duty on cotton goods which was only recently abolished should 
re-imposed. This step will give an impetus to the cotton trade of India, and : 
will increase the revenues of the country. Several departments of Government 
which are an encumbrance on the public purse should be abolished, and a real 
effort should be made to reduce expenditure. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 30th a lg a leading article says that there 
ine w= necessi passing the Vernacular Press Act. 

ey Paar Ae as Act, ne Penal e1s sufficiently wide to cover every 
- conceivable case of crime which might arise, and, the 
successful prosecution of a few seditious writers would have deterred others 
from offending in the same manner. But there was no justification whatever 
for gagging the entire vernacular press. The mode in which this feat was 


accomplished savoured somewhat of the despotic rule of the Mogul Emperors. 
The stability of the English Government rests on the ulescence and 


contentment of the people. Although the imperial system of administration is 
now being introduced only in a corner of the British Empire, yet there is 
great danger of its ing over the entire area, and it may ultimately 


endanger the whole fabric, It behoves the Liberal party to consider deeply 
the fearful consequences of this new method of Government, and to give a death 
blow to it while it is still in its infancy. Hundreds of Englishmen every year 
retire to England after spending a considerable portion of their lives in the 
administration of India. These men become thoroughly imbued with the 
imperial notions of Government, and the increase of such men in England may 
affect adversely the destinies of the English Government itself. The wise states- 
men who gave freedom to the vernacular press about fifty years ago did so with 
the intention that vernacular newspapers should be the means of ventilating the 
grievances of natives ; but the recent Act will prevent Government from knowing 
the oppression which is being practised im the country. The vernacular papers 
followed the lead of their English contemporaries. The latter frequently indulg- 
ed in invectives against natives, and even expressed their approbation of the 
high-handed acts of the powers that be. This conduct led writers in native 
newspapers to use strong and condemnatory language towards Government and 
its officers, but they had not the slightest idea of subverting the British rule or 
of encouraging sedition. The English Cabinet has desired Lord Ripon to make 
a report on the contmuance of the Vernacular Press Act; but there is great 
danger of His Lordship being prejudiced in this matter by his surroundings in 
India. If the present Ministry fails to restore the vernacular press to the 
position which it occupied before the passing of the gagging Act, it is clear that 
the natives can never hope to obtain justice. In conclusion, the Native Cpinion 


trusts that Lord Ripon will speedily repeal the Vernacular Press Act, and thus 
endear himself to the millions of the inhabitants of India. ! 


The same in another article alludes to the deficit in the budget, and says 

that the cost of the Afghan war is more likely to 
gr nee te ny of 2 'Wenty krors of mapone than ten krors, as was 
deficit in the Salles estas. estimated. After adverting to the circumstances 
detailed in English ne as to the occurrence 

of the deficit, the writer says that it is evident that the English Cabinet is not 
satisfied with the explanation which has been given by the Government of India; ~ 
otherwise a Commission would not have been appointed. It is doubtful whether 
the labours of the Commission will result in any good. The management of 
the Indian finances has been unsatisfactory during the administration of 
Lord Lytton and Sir John Sc on and the public have lost all confidence in 
their prudence and wisdom. Instead of wasting time in investigating the causes 
of past mistakes, it would be better that measures should be taken to prevent 
the recurrence of the present deplorable state of things. It is a well. known 
Haat that good financial management can only be ensured in a country where 
tax-payers are allowed to have a voice in the disposal of the revenues. : The 


experience of the whole of Europe testifies to this fact. In India one set of 


the taxes, and an entirely different set spend them exactly as they 
ke. The finances of India will never be in a sound condition so long as the 


people are excluded from participating in their management. This question 
deserves serious consideration. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 30th May, in a leading article alludes to a 
lecture recently delivered in Poona by Réo Bahadur 
Makes remarks in connec- Mahddev Govind Ranade, and says that that gentleman 
tion with a lecture on “—? stated that in order to improve the condition of Native 
mee gg rT a States, educated natives should be selected as Ministers 
ae in Poona. with the consent of the Resident or the Political Agent, 
and their appointments should be guaranteed for a 
certain number of years. These suggestions have also received the approval of 
Sir T. Madhava Rao, the Dew4n of Baroda. It is, however, not easy to see how | 
the object in view can be accomplished by such means. Both these gentlemen 
perhaps consider that Native Chiefs and the Ministers appointed by them are 
fools, and that all Political Officers are paragons of wisdom. But even if this be 
so, it does not follow that Political Officers will not allow themselves to be led 
by foolish Rajas. The appointment of Bhau Scindia as Minister to Khanderao 
Gaekw4d, when Colonel Barr was Resident, is.an instance in point. Besides, 
there is no ground for saying that Political Officers are always men of wisdom 
and integrity. Even if this point be conceded for the sake of argument, it is 
not clear how the well being of Native States can be secured. There is also 
another view of the case, which has not been considered by these gentlemen. 
If the power of appointing Ministers is entrusted to the Residents or Political 
Agents, the Native Chiefs will be reduced in importance, and will lose much of 
their influence. They will become mere pensioners on the British Government. 
Such a consummation may recommend itself to Mr. Ranade and the Dewdn of 
Baroda, but it is doubtful whether it will be approved by the people at large. 
As it is, the Political Officers exercise enormous influence for good or for evil in 
Native States, although they have no legal right to interfere. If in addition 
they are entrusted with the power of nominating Ministers, they will become 
practically supreme. Such an end is much to be deplored. In conclusion, the 
Arunodaya says that Mr. Ranade’s intentions are good, but the same cannot be 
said of his suggestions. Improvements in Native States can be best carried out 
by the appointment of local councils properly constituted. 


The Kalpataru (18) of the 30th May reports that Government has granted 
remissions of outstanding balances of the land revenue 
Praises His Excellency the 


Nolector |t2 the extent of five lacs of rupees in the Shol4pur 
of Shope. se *, Collectorate, and observes that this measure is in every 


way to be commended. His Excellency the Governor 
and the Collector of Shol4pur deserve great credit for taking this politic step. 


The cultivators of the District of Shol4pur will never cease to remember with 
gratitude the authors of this humane and generous policy. 


The Shiwdjt (27) of the 28th May, in a leading article states that Sir 
eae James Fergusson has ordered all outstanding balances 
Peg Sir James Fergusson of Jand revenue to be remitted in the districts which 
granting remissions of . : : 
a RSE _ were affected by famine. This measure is very much 
to be commended. During the administration of Sir 
Richard Temple the land revenue was recovered in the most relentless manner. 
The houses and other property of thousands of poor cultivators were sold in 
satisfaction of the demand of Government, and they were left in a state of utter 
destitution. It is to be hoped that His Excellency the Governor will continue 
to discharge the functions appertaining to his high office in the admirable 
manner he has begun. Up to this time we have had, says the Shiwdji, various 
Viceroys and Governors who have commenced their career by doing some 
worstetaars act or initiating some benevolent measure, but as they grew 
familiar with Indian polities, they changed, and subsequently adopted a different — 
policy. We earnestly trust that Sir James F 
wake. It ap from various indications that the present Ministers are 
anxious to act justly towards India. The new Viceroy has been desired to 
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report on the a es continuing the Vernacular Press Act and the 
License-tax, and he has been told to bring the Afghan war to an early 
termination. Important questions affecting the future of the Indian finances 


commencement. en Lord Lytton came to India he showed a great desire 
to do justice, but subsequently he altered his views, and no Governor General 
since the mutiny has done so much mischief. It remains to be seen what policy 
the new Ministers adopt towards India. 


gre also under consideration. If these matters are decided as they ought to be, 
the Liberal Ministry will have laid the natives of India under obligations. 
But it 1s not "wee guess the future from what has happened at the 


The Poona Watbhaw (44) of the Ist June, in a leading article refers to the 
enforcement of the Contagious Diseases Act in Poona, 
Says that the cost of the and to the establishment of a lock hospital in that city 
lock —_— —, ri ae 2 for curing diseased women, and says that it is the 
a ae intention of Government to recover a portion of the 
cost of this measure from the municipal revenues. 
There is no justification whatever for this step. The people are already 
overburdened with taxes, and if the public funds are squandered inthis way, it 
may become necessary to levy additional taxation. This is extremely undesir- 
able, since they are not now in a position to meet even the existing demands of 
Government. Besides, there are very few women of ill fame in Poona in 
proportion to its inhabitants, and the number of diseased women among them is 
extremely small as appears from recent -enquiries. It is therefore not right to 
throw the cost of a new hospital on the entire population of Poona for the sins 
of an extremely minute portion of it. The work of examining and curing 
diseased women might with great advantage be entrusted to the doctors who 
are in charge of the Sassoon Hospital. If it is intended to provide for a couple 
of mendicant European doctors by sanctioning a new hospital, the same object 
can be accomplished in various ways without incurring additional charges. 


The Gujarat Mitra (45) of the 30th May alludes to the instructions 


ns of — -by the Secretary of State for bag to sane 
_ Makes remarks on certain Rinon on the subject of the repeal of the Vernacular 
— i Act, and observes that this conduct does 
not speak well for Mr. Gladstone. It is well known 
that the Premier never makes a public speech on any important political 
question without first making a thorough and close study of it, and never 
defends bad measures. His condemnation of the Vernacular Press Act was made 
after a mature consideration of that unpopular Jaw. Again, times have not 
changed since the Act was passed, and therefore there is no necessity for 
continuing it. The Marquis of Ripon is quite a stranger to India. He is not 
uainted with the manners, customs and disposition of the natives of India, 
and to understand their character after a long time. No good is likely to 
result by asking him to report on the subject. And even supposing that the 
Marquis considers that the Act should not be repealed, will the Premier give up 
his former opinions? In short, the public are not satisfied with the action of 
the English Ministry in this matter. 


A correspondent of the Hiiechchhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 3rd June 
states that a Chowkidér of Amliydrd died in con-— 

_ Disapproves of the deci- sequence of an assault which was made on him by the 
Agia? Mal: Ba gage butler of the Assistant Political Agent of Maki Kantha. 
case of manslaughter. ™* The latter has absconded. The Political Agent made 


an enquiry into the cause. The doctor gave his 
evidence to the effect that the deceased died from some complaint, and the 
butler has been acquitted. One can well imagine how the case would have 
been disposed of had the servant of a native gentleman been the accused. If an 
Officer as scrupulous as Major West had tried the case, he would,not have failed . 
to find out the truth. It is to be regretted that the old times have returned. 
The corpse of the deceased was not even examined at the proper time. This 


case seems similar to cases of diseased spleens which have happened before. 
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A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchér of the 1st June states that the term of 


., office of Mr. Sayad Hasan Edroos, an additional member 
Obes Me “Sayed Fiasan of the Tastieth Coal of Bombay, is about to expire, 
. Bdroos as an additional and it is said that some persons are exerting theirinflu- . 

member of the Bombay Legis- ence to get him re-appointed for another term of two 


ngpeneasy years. If this report be true, it is to be that 
such should be the case. en he was nominated to the Council two years ago 


the whole press of this Presidency unanimously expressed their disapproval of 
the appointment. Again, he has never even once taken an active part in the 
discussion of any measure, and has never given a well considered opinion on 
any question. ‘The writer hopes that Sir James Fergusson will not trust 
simply to the report of the Collector of Surat, but will give due weight to 
public opinion. There are numerous Mahomedan gentlemen in Bombay and 
in Surat who are infinitely better qualified than Mr. Edroos to perform the 
duties of a Legislative Councillor. 


The Jéme Jamsed (50) of the 5th June, in alluding to the gold mines dis- 
covered in Wyanad and other parts of the Madras 
_ Presidency, observes that many companies have been 
formed in England to. work them, and the work of 
gold mining will be soon commenced. It is to be 
regretted that the natives cannot from their ignorance 
7 a and poverty benefit themselves from these sources. It 
is, however, true that by the importation of English capital and the settlement 
. of Englishmen in this country the natives will derive many advantages. Not- 
withstanding, Government should not give away for ever the right of working 
the mines to foreigners. A condition should be made that either the mines 
should revert to the State after a certain number of years, or Government should 
have a share in the profits of the ventures. These mines will prove a great 


help to the country, since the expenditure of Government has considerably 
- increased, while the revenue is in a stationary cofdition. 


The Rdst Goftdér (52) of the 30th May is glad that the complaint it made 
: some time ago that persons of questionable character 
Pig rn ae ot were invited to the assemblies at Government House, 
natives to Government House. 2ttracted the attention of Sir Richard Temple. But 
His Excellency left the settlement of the matter to 
his successor. The Honourable Mr. Ashburner as Acting Governor took it up 
with much praisewortly zeal, and introduced the practice of bringing Europeans 
and natives together, and also invited native ladies. This new system and the 
exclusion of questionable characters made the parties extremely agreeable. 
There is yet room for further improvement, and the Honourable Councillor has 
undertaken to prepare a new list of persons who ought to be invited to these 
parties. ‘To assist him in preparing a list he has appointed a committee com- 
posed of some of the leading members of different castes. With due respect to 
these gentlemen it must be observed that His Excellency the Governor should 
not place much trust in the advice which may be tendered. As far as the Rdst 
Goftdr is informed, there is only one educated and independent native gentleman 
on this committee, viz., Mr. Sorébji Shépurji Bengali. He is respected by all 
classes of the community, but the rest of the committee consists of a few rich 
Shetiis. It was, however, the latter who contributed mainly to bring persons of 
questionable character into Government House. They themselves mix with 
objectionable people: their servants are their friends: their relations or 
connections are confirmed gamblers and men of immoral, character. Persons 
like the notorious Narsi Keshawji are respected in their society. Reckless 
= are the leaders of their castes. They invite the immoral Waishanawa 
Manharajés to their houses, and permit them to mix with their’ families. They 
invite public prostitutes, and allow them to walk in processions with the women 
of their families. They associate with rich persons who publicly kee 
oe eng It is therefore feared that the Shetias alone will not prove safe 
visers. 
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Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchér (49) of the 31st Ma of 

is _, _. the frequent attempts made for obtai ing Gs ed munici- 
Bar 2 franchise for the city of Poona, and regrets that 

0g has not ceded this pri 

By et am ent has not yet cone privilege, 
although the inhabitants are quite fit to be entrusted 
with the custody of the municipal funds. There are several cities and towns 
in this Presidency where the rate-payers are quite competent to manage their 


own affairs. For instance, the rate-payers of Surat can certainly their 
municipal affairs better than the present Municipal Commissioners. are 


sixteen in number, and they have all been selected from a single quarter of the 
city, while the remaining parts are altogether unrepresented. It may be stated 
on the authority of Government records themselves, that the President has 
censured se of the Commissioners for not attending the meetings of the 
Corporation, and sometimes it has happened that a sufficient number of the 
Commissioners have not been present to form a quorum. And yet a recom- 
mendation has been made to the Commissioner of the Division to re-elect them 
for a farther term of three years. It is certain that the citizens of Surat would 
not have re-elected such men if they had a voice in the management of their 
municipal affairs. 
The Loka Mitra (56) of the 30th May, in alluding to the delay that occurs 
in extinguishing fires in Bombay, observes that at a 
Approves of the recommend- recent meeting of the Town Council this shortcoming 
vege y ts dy x oe has been admitted, and it is proposed to adopt 
provement of the fire brigade, Yemedial measures. Sir Frank Souter declared that 
the present establishment of the fire brigade was 
insufficient, and the force should be considerably strengthened. He also 
said that the men should receive a regular trainmg for their work. This 
recommendation is just, and everybody will be glad to see it carried out. Of 
course its adoption. will cause considerable expense, but considering the great 
damage done to Bombay by fires, the cost of improving the fire brigade ought 
not to be grudged. In fn: Poe suggestions for the improvement of the means 
for extinguishing fires, Sir Frank appeared to say that the police have nothing 
to do with the work of quenching fires, and the part which they hitherto per- 
formed was more a matter of courtesy than of duty. If the Police Commissioner 
really holds this opinion, he is welcome to do so; but the people and Government | 
ought to disabuse his mind of the mistake under which he is labouring. One of 
the principal duties of the police consists in extinguishing fires, and it does not 
cease because there is a fire brigade which is however a part of the police, and 
over which the Commissioner of Police should exercise supervision. In 1876 
Sir Frank Souter proposed certain improvements in the fire brigade, but his . 
recommendations have not been adopted. It was his duty to have pressed them 
on the attention of the Corporation on every possible occasion, and to have saved 
the people of Bombay from the severe losses which they have suffered. 


Railways. 


The Daydén Prakash (5) of the 31st May says that the inconveniences 
suffered by third class native passengers on the Great 
a of the Bice inden Rea Railway a ons = — 
waaias nenve ss ~endurable. Complaints on this subject have frequen 
of the G. ‘SE ne appeared in vernacular newspa but it is to vod 
P. Railway, . pers, 
| that the railway authorities and Govern- 
ment have taken no notice of them. Most persons prefer to travel by the mail © 
"fain from Poona on the payment of an extra charge for the sake of comfort and 
convenience, but these passengers are treated even worse than those who go by 
trains. They have to sit in vans which are not so good as those in 
which sheep and other animals are carried. The ventilation in them is most 


im and sometimes ngers have to remain for hours e to the 
fierce rays of the sun. The state of things which has been described above is 


most di 
will direct its 


to the railway authorities, It is to be hoped that Government 
attention to this matter. 
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The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 30th May is glad that Government have ~ 
called for a report from the authorities of the Western 
- Complains that the servants Rainutina State Rail way about the complaint which 
of the Western Rajputdina . x 
State Railway are overworked. ®ppeared recently in a issue of the Mitra, that there 
were very few waggons on this line for the transport 
of goods, &c. Government should either compel those authorities to provide. 
the necessary waggons at once, or if it cannot be conveniently done, to , 
discontinue to receive goods for transmission. In the latter case merchants 
will send their goods in the country carts as they did before, until the defects 
in the rt arrangements are removed. The servants at the stations are - 
over-worked, and are quite discontented. They are made to work day and 
night, and the consequence is that the trains arrive at the stations about half 
an hour later than the appointed time. If such a state of things continues any 
longer, there is fear of frequent accidents taking place, particularly in the rainy 
season. Remedial measures should be promptly adopted. 


Native States. 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 23rd May observes tliat the two principal 
| complaints which have been made against Mr. Kharkar, 
. anes Sees a - the Dewan of Navdnagar, are that he introduced into 
Havdeianet. _ the administration men of his own caste on large 
. : salaries, and secondly that he increased the liabilities 
of the State. This state of things led the subjects of Navanagar to complain 
against the Dew4n, and the Jém has therefore removed him from office. The 
Prince has resolved to appoint Mr. Jaganndth Ichhdram as his Dewin. He is 
well educated, TL and honest. He entered the State’s service on a 
ntee from the British Government. The Jém was about to invest him 
with the clothes of office, but in the meantime Colonel Barton came to know 
what was coming to pass, and he recommended the Prince to pause before 
taking action. If this report be true, it does not seem right that the Political 
Agent should interfere in this matter. The Jaém found that Mr. Kharkar was 
unable to effect improvements in the administration, and therefore resolved to 
remove him and to appoint Mr. Jagannath. This gentleman should therefore 
have a trial for two or three years. Should Colonel Barton oppose this 
arrangement, he would incur a grave responsibility in case the State of 
Navdnagar sbould get into a worse plight. The Mitra is glad to be able to say 
that Colonel Barton is held in high estimation by the public, and it has, therefore, 
ventured to make the above suggestion. _ 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
. Reporter on the Native Press. 


| New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Natwve Press, 
8th June 1880. 
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_ Notes.—The various notices have been collected under different heads, which are printed in italics. 


‘The names of Newspape Ts are printed in italics, and the number of the News r in the list at the 
beginning of the report is printed in brackets after the name. — —" 


“The proptietors of the Newsy pers marked © ha ot informatjon to th umber of gopies 
janie. [in Goese casey an estisnata ow beet wade oy tho Topartae." tide 


| Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 6th June says “ It is ramoured that as soon 
as he heard of the appointment of Mr. Tagore as 


Says that it is rumoured Sessions Judge of Surat, Mr. Hammick, the Assistant 


that no European Civilian is Judge at that station, left his post. It is alleged that 
willing to serve uncer r- Mr. Hammick is unwilling to serve under a native. 
ee , Mr. Tagore is, of course, guilty of bein® ‘a native’ ; 
but we wonder how that fact disqualifies him from being as good a Civilian 
and gentleman as any other member of the Service. It is further stated that 
no other Evropéan Civilian is willing to serve under Mr. Tagore, and the 
authorities are therefore thinking of ing room for a native. If this rumour 
turns out to be correct, we shall thank Mr. Hammick for having been 
the means of giving a new sppeatnent to a native, though the principle is 

tainly objectionable. e shall be glad to hear the above statement 
contradicted.” . : 


~The same says “ Though rather late, the publication of Mr. Déd4bhéi 

- Nowroji’s defence of his shortlived administration at 

Makes remarks on the Baroda will serve a very useful purpose. The 
defence “ sag pe en pamphlet is not so much a defence, as a calm and 
Bere me" taatter-of-fact refutation of the charges brought 
against Mr. Dddabhdi and his colleagues by Colonel 

Phayre, the Resident, and published in a Blue Book relating to Baroda in 1875. 
Mr. Daédébhai seems to have sought the earliest opportunity of refuting these 
vexatious and utterly unfounded accusations ; but more than four years ago 
Lord Salisbury, the then Secretary of State, declined to present the statement 
to Parliament, and. Mr.. Daddbhdi has thus been constrained to publish a vindica- 
tion of the character of his administration. Bearing in mind the nature of the 
task Mr. Dadddbhd4i had undertaken, the intrigues of the old Darbédris, the 
deadly opposition of Colonel Phayre, and the worse than indifference of Sir 
Philip Wodehouse’s Government, no one need wonder why his administration 
failed. We have always thought well of Colonel Phayre’s honesty of purpose ; 
but the gross credulity with which he listened to his creatures, and ‘the 
determined personal opposition which he offered to Mr. Ddadabhdi and his 
colleagues, have resylted unfortunately for all parties, including Colonel Phayre 
himself. Mr. Déd4bh4i and his friends took office under peculiar difficulties. 
The old Dewdn and the old corrupt machinery hampered his progress. To add 
to the complications, the Bombay Government not, only declined to lend to Mr. 
Daéd4bhd4i the services of such of the public servants he had applied for, but 
they did not even recognise his appointment as Dewan of Baroda. The worst 
misfortune of the administration was Colonel Phayre’s opposition. The 
subjects, from Sirdar down to ryot, knew that the Resident was opposed to the 
Parsi Dewan, and they used their knowledge to the worst purpose. Interested 
intrigners kept up popular discontent, and led the Mahdrdja astray. The new 
Ministry gave Malharraw every chance; but when they saw he could not be 
reclaimed, they had no alternative but to resign. Then followed the poison 
panic, the trial and deportation of the unhappy imbecile. The circumstances 
are too painful even to be re-capitulated. Itis grievous to think how, on account 
of the cruel opposition of those whose moral support was the least that Mr. 
Dadabhdi should have expected, a most interesting experiment failed. Mr. 
Dadabhai’s simple narrative needs no comment. As for the worthy gentleman 
himself, such authorities as Sir Bartle Frere and Sir Erskine Perry have 
testified to his ability and zeal to reform the administration of Baroda. If he 


failed, it was because there could be no success under 9 combination of such 
hopelessly adverse circumstances,” rf 


A correspondent of the Mahérashtra Mitra (7) of the 3rd June says that 

Pe Ser eae Rao Bahddur Nérdyan Ganesh Deshpande, the Ka4r- 

remory the Rent © bhdri of Sdngli, has become y hateful to the 
e the Karbhari at . 5 | ete 

Sancli ror Chief of that State,.and it is therefore to be re 

that Government should persist in keeping him there. 


The House of Patwardhan rendered important services to.the British Goyern- 
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the Peishwa was dethroned, and it is not right to ignore the past, 

to show any considération pe ag, Shief. Government lent 

i State during the late famines, and it is said that the 

pande have been retained in order that the re-payment may 

be prompt and punctual. If this be so, the difficulty can be easily got over. 

Government can retain one téluka in its own possession, and appropriate its 

revenues in order to re-pay itself. But there is no justification for thrusting a 

disagreeable person on the Chief. It may be that Government may be keeping 

Biagit under its own ent, in order to make ision for a European 
gentleman. If this be so, the future of Sangli seems and serious. 


Another correspondent of the same says that great dissatisfaction ) 
bes a in the Kolhdépur territory at the manner in which 
Complaint te work. Colonel Parr has been discharging his public duties. 
—* Every body rejoiced when he first came to Kolh4pur, 


because it was well known that he was thorougly acquainted with Maréthi, and 

was particularly diligent in megs hare his work. But recently a change 

appears to have come over him. He has got into the habit of signing papers 

which are placed before him without giving them any consideration, as is evident 

from various cases in which contradictory decisions have been passed, where 

the same principle was involved. The inhabitants of Kolhépur are much to be 
itied. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (8) of the 7th June alludes to the transfer of Mr. 
Kirlosker, the First Assistant Master in the Sdtéra 
Makes remarks in connec- High School, to the Elphinstone High School, and says 


tion with the transler oi, thatit is extraordinary that he should have been sent 


= eh Schoo! to Bombay on a reduced salary. He did his work in 
_ an exemplary manner, and was popular both with his 
upils and the public. Most probably some one has made a false complaint 
about him to the superior authorities of the Educational Department, and the 
latter have acquiesced in the recommendations made, without making a full 
enquiry into the matter. Has any improvement taken place, asks the Bodha 
Sudhdkar, in the Sdtéra High School since changes were made among the 
under-masters some years ago? That institution was in a flourishing condition 
under Messrs. Bhadtawadekar and Ashkhedkar, and it has deteriorated under its 
resent Head Master. If the captain of a ship knows his work well, he will 
ve no difficulty in guiding it even with untrained sailors. 


The same says that formerly there were two Assistants and Apprentices in 

the Civil Hospital at Sdtéra, but now the establish- 

Says that one Hospital ment has been reduced to one Assistant. This is 

oe one much to be regretted. One man is not able to attend 

al at Sétéra. “EF to all the patients who resort to the hospital, and 

hence great delay occurs in giving medicines. It is 

to be hoped that the authorities of the Medical Department will take immediate 
measures to remove the above complaint. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 6th June, in a leading article alludes to the 


iniquitous nature of the Afghan war, to the innumer- 


Makes Bo: Sie. the able lives which have been sacrificed in prosecuting 


: it, to the enormous nditure of public mone 
a sana este whists 1y haa caused and oven to which the saaseen 
of India have been well nigh reduced to beggary, 
and observes that the conduct of the Native Chiefs and Princes in sending up 
their contingents at their own expense to assist the British Government, has 
been most noble and praiseworthy, considering the shameful treatment which 
they have received from the paramount power. The Nizam dispatched his 
troops to the frontier, although some time ago he was told in a high-handed 
manner that he must not on any account re-open the question of the purchase 
of the Berars—a demand which has been admitted to be perfectly just and 
Pee Similarly, Mahérdja Scindia has shown no reluctance in pias aa. | 
- f cpa Government during the Afghan crisis, notwithstanding the 
Pe paramount power to restore to him the Fort of Gwalior, which was taken 
him during € mutiny on the ground that its possession was necessary-to 
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enable Government to keep order-=a plea the equity of which has ceased to be - 
tenable long ago. Here mention is made of the sums of money given by the 
Gaekwad of Baroda and other Native Princes for different popes during the 
current Afghan war, and it is stated that their conduct has most commend- 
able in every respect. Jt may be urged that the Native Princes have acted as 
they have done on account of the superior strength of the British Government 
and for fear of losing their territories by annexation. In this view, therefore, 
their proceedings are not deserving of praise. The Arunodaya altogether 
dissents from this opinion. It is true that the Native Chiefs and Princes fear 
the British Government, but it must be remembered that the latter would never 
have put pressure on them to obtain their aid. And surely such suspicion 
cannot attach to gifts of clothing and to subscriptions given in aid of those who 
fell during the war. Upon the whole the motives of the Chiefs and Princes 
must be allowed to be unexceptionable in the policy which they have pursued, 
and it is therefore to be hoped that the paramount power will always treat them 
with kindness and consideration. 


The same, in another article, alludes to the recently published letters of 
Messrs. Rogers and Wedderburn on Indian adminis- 
Makes remarks on the trative reforms, and observes that although they no- 
recently published letters minally discuss two different subjects, yet their ulti- 
of Messrs. Rogers and , é ‘ 
oo eg mate object is precisely the same. It may be true 
that the natives of India are not versed in the art of 
Government, but it is absurd to say that they do not know how to manage their 
own affairs. They may be ignorant of State craft and may make mistakes in 
conducting themselves towards foreigners; but they can transact their own 
business very easily, as is evident from the fact that they have done so from 
time immemorial. They do not approve of the policy of constructing canals, 
and then recovering the cost by levying a compulsory rate on the cultivators 
who may or may not benefit from them. It would be better if Government 
were once fur all to effect a perpetual settlement of the land revenue. The 
cultivating classes would then of their own accord devote themselves to increasing 
the fertility of the soil by the construction of canals, tanks and wells at their 
own expense. The past history of India testifies to this fact. It is ridiculous 
to allege that the inhabitants of India are not competent to manage their village 
affairs, and that the present system of municipal administration, and that which 
obtains in the Public Works Department is required to be continued in order to 
keep up the prosperity of the country. Much economy will result by entrusting 
the construction of municipal and irrigational works to villagers. Upon the 
whole the — of Messrs. Rogers and Wedderburn are eminently of a 
beneficial tendency, and it is to be hoped that the new Ministry will carry them 


out. 


The same, in its local news, states that a fire occurred at the village of 
Bhingar near Panvel in the Thdna Collectorate, on the 

Bs popebes Boy ayeg hg Ist instant, and about eighty houses were destroyed. 
habitants of the village of ‘There are now only six houses remaining entire in 
Bhingar who have been re- the village. Many cattle were burnt, and the destruc- 


oak o arg Fd ™~ tion of grain and other property was considerable. 


tion. All the inhabitants are agriculturists, and hence this 

calamity has come upon them at an inopportune time. 
The sowing operations will be retarded for want of means, and it 1s to be hoped 
therefore that the worthy Collector of Théna will render all the assistance in 
his power to these unfortunate people. 


A correspondent of the Kalpataru (18) of the 6th June states that a certain 
Complains of the conduct ‘K4rkun whose business it is to examine the raised 
of a certain Kérkun, boundaries of fields arrived at the village of Temburni 
30th __ in the Sholgpur Collectorate on the afternoon of the 
K May, and after alighting from his horse administered slaps to a couple of 
unbis who were near him without any provocation. He then caused about 
NY cultivators to be brought to him, and subjected them to the same ill-treat- 
ogy besides, abused them in filthy language. The conduct of the K4rkun 
will most reprehensible, and it is to be hoped that the authorities concerned 
ni make full enquiries into this occurrence. It is said that the villagers have 
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tition against him. There are two factions in this village, but the one 
-much stronger than the other. The sowk4rs are on the side of the more 
werfal party. Each set is endeavouring to ruin its opponents. It is to be 
foped that the authorities will bring both of them to their senses. . 


The Satya Sadan (20) of the 5th June in its local news complains that the 
steamer which plies between Bombay and Moray 

Bandar does not arrive at the latter place at the 

appointed time, and besides anchors at a distance 

from the Bandar itself, and hence the passengers are 

put to much inconvenience and trouble. An embank- 
ment was built at.a considerable expense at Moray to afford a secure place for 
landing, but it is strange that the Captain of the steamer should not avail himself 
of it, and should deliberately cause annoyance to those whose comfort it is his 
business to study. It is to be hoped that the Collector of Koléba will direct 


his attention to this matter, and see that the Captain brings the steamer close to 
the embankment. 


The Dharwar Writta (25) of the 3rd June says that on the 3lst May the 
Civil Surgeon of Dhirwér wrote to Rée Bahddur 
Says that the person who ‘Trimulraw Vyenkatesh, who is an Honorary Magis- 
peste aged about the trate and visitor of the Dh4rwér Jail, to go to the jail 
Shoald ‘be severely punished. hospital to hold an enquiry on the body of a dead 
isoner, and to have him buried. The R4o Bahddur 
did as desired, but on ineanioe the jail he found that the said man was alive. 
This is a most extraordinary occurrence. It is possible that the Civil Surgeon 
may have made the request in question on the report of an informant, but it 
is odd that the informant hi should have made such a fearful mistake. 
The whole affair ought to be thoroughly investigated, and the man who made 
the report in question should be punished for his gross negligence. 


The Poona Waibhaw (44) of the 8th June, in a leading article says that 


_ the British Government has incurred a grave respon- 
aren Pameene oe fe Die way | by disarming the entire population of India. 


The idea, of disarming the country took possession 
of the minds of the English rulers only after the mutiny, and since then the 
people have had to look up to Government for the protection of their lives and 
property. Strictly speaking it was not the free use of arms and weapons which 
culminated in the mutiny. That catastrophe was brought about by native 
soldiers, who had been trained in the European mode of warfare, and the great 
mass of people had nothing to do with it. It will beseen, therefore, that Govern- 
ment had no reason whatever to doubt the loyalty of its subjects, and hence 
there was no justification for passing the Disarming Act. It is true that for the 
protection of the inhabitants of India, Government maintains a police force in 
each Collectorate, but unfortunately it is not so efficient as it ought to be. In 
the dacoities which happened last year, the police were unable to cope with the 
gangs of dacoits, who then infi the Deccan, and at such a juncture if the 
a had been permitted to keep arms, they would have defended themselves 
without any assistance. But even if the arrangements made by Government 
for the protection of the lives of its subjects were perfect, yet the use of arms 
will enable them to defend themselves against the attacks of wild animals, for 
which no provision whatever has been made. Inthe mountainous districts the 
animals of poor cultivators have often been carried away by tigers and leopards. 
Leaving, however, all these considerations aside, the Waibhaw is unable to see 
any justification for doing away altogether with the forces of Native States, a 
proposal which has been frequently brought forward since the assumption of the 
title of Empress by the Queen of England. The Native Princes are thoroughly 
loyal and devoted to the paramount power, and have never exhibited a spirit of 
opposition to it, and hence there is not a shadow of ground for the interference 
of the British Government in their military affairs. Besides, it is a positive 
advan to allow things to remain as they are. During the Afghan war, the 
armies of Native Princes have been of the greatest service, and it would be most 
unjust to deprive them of the means by which they have been able to show © 
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their loyalty to the ralers of India. It isto be hoped that the new Ministry 


will deeply consider this question before making the Dimrming Act applicable a 
to the whole of India. i 
The same, in another article, says that at the Darbir which was recently "ee 3 : 


held in Poona in honour of the Queen's birth-day, 


Makes remarks in conneo- Mr. Newnham, the Agent for the Deccan Sirdars, is — es ? Og 


a a Me nt peg a reported to have said that he could not understand 7 
annual Darbér in Poona. why the natives of India should rejoice at the acces- eee 

sion of the Liberals to power, since the late Conserv- a 
ative Government had really their welfare at heart. From this it is.evident that ce 
the congratulatory addresses which have been sent by the various associations ae 
in India to the leaders of the Liberal party in England have formed the subject — Se 
of animadversion and ridicule among Englishmen here. Mr. Newnham con- ae 
siders the policy of the Conservative Ministry to have been beneficial to this A 
country, but he does not state in what respects the inhabitants of India have eee 
benefited, for, as a matter of fact, they have had to suffer and are still suffering a 
all manner of evils which came into existence during the continuance of the late Se 
régime. It would also seem that the Englishmen in India think that a change of . 
Government in England would not make any difference whatever to the iIn- _ ae 
habitants of India. If this be so, the action of ot associations, says the Waibhan, vere 
is much to be deplored. Even admitting that the new Ministers will act justly ae 
towards India, it does not follow that they will always continue im the same eam 
course, and if by a turn of fortune the Conservatives should again come into pee 
power, they are apt to look with disfavour on the natives of India on account of a 


their former conduct. 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 6th June observes that if a Government a 
officer receives even a pie for doing any favor to any “ 

Requests Government to individual, ke is considered to have received a bribe ; eS 
prohibit officials from a but strange to say, if a person sends to an official a és oa 
ing invitations to dinners ° “eer . , 
from private individuals. present of fruit worth five rupees, or invites him =e 
. to a dinner which may cost one hundred rupees, ee 

it is not treated as a bribe. This subject has been animadverted upon by the ee 
Mira on several occasions, and is now brought forward in order that the eS 
Marquis of Ripon and Sir James Fergusson may take preventive measures. ss 
There can be no objection whatever to entertain officials who are about to ee 
retire from the service. But it has become a common occurrence to invite ) < ox 
newly arrived officials to dinner. The persons who entertain in this way are Bay. 
y stingy, and have therefore some sinister object or motive in acting 3 

as they do. Such flatterers have proved the cause of ruin to various individual. +e 
It-would be well, therefore, were Government to issue an order that no official at 
should accept an invitation to dinner from any private individual. * 
The same contains a communication, the writer of which has heard that . 
i the British Government is to receive the Gaekwad’s aes 


bend , 
A aoe 


transfer of certain villages.  Mahdls of Okhdémandal, Navséri, Gandevi and ie 
Bilimor4, in exchange for certain villages of the Borsad . | 


Pargana in British territory. If this report be true, the proposal ought to be e Be 
carried out, since the transfers in question will conduce to the better administra- oa 
tion of the Gaekwadi Raj as well as the British territory adjoining it. The - a 
inhabitants of the villages, which are to be exchanged, are not likely to approve oa 
of the proceeding, as they would prefer to remain under their present jurisdic- oe 
tions, in the belief that they are better off as they are and that their condition : 


would deteriorate under altered circumstances, but notwithstanding the ex- 
change ought to be made. The Gaekwad, however, should not be deprived of 
Dwarka, which is a sacred place of the Hindus, who would be dissatisfied if it 
passed into the possession of any other than a Hindu Prince. Many villages of 
tbe other Native States are interwoven with Britieh territory, and the British 
ing will do well to exchange them for British villages of equal value. 

or instance, the seaboard villages of the Sachin State ought by all means to 


o obtained by the British Government, as the sea-faring people of those 
th are are great pirates. It would also be well if in making these transfers 
© british Government were to treat the Native States liberally. 


The Bombay Samdchér (49) of the 10th June makes the following observ- 
is sSiae uy Steins’ on Peed Locals’ inten administration :— 
Criticiecs Lord Lytton'sad- << Fis Excellency has disappointed the people who 
—— had entertained high hopes of him. They have had 
to pass under his rule a bad time such as has not been felt under the 
me of any pri th oy koa He revived the arbitrary rule, from 
_ which the people so heavily, and which ceased only with the advent of 
the British Government. The advice of the Councillors was set aside, and their 
offices were made nominal, while ev ing was done as the Viceroy alone 
willed. Public opinion was di ed, and to suppress it the Vernacular Press 
Act was passed. His financial administration has been a failure. To make 
provision against constantly recurring deficits, heavy taxes were imposed. To 
' please a few ar ao of England, an annual revenue of twenty lacs of 
rupees was sacrificed. A costly war was hurriedly entered into, in order to 
intimidate a neighbouring power. Changes were made in several civil and 
criminal laws, the tendency of which was to curtail the liberty of the subject. 
His Excellency is not himself hard-hearted, but seems to have become so in his 
desire to please his superiors. The people now fervently hope that Lord Ripon 
will not fail to undo the mischief done under the late sisitntenretion. and will 
restore peace and happiness to the people. | 
The Jéme Jamsed (50) of the 11th # age alludes to a min Ber recently 
: ey yl es e London Temes under the signature of 
, Mabe remarks on tedhe 7 r. David Browne, and says that that ‘enliven 
complains that the Indian authorities in England paid 
page ey shillings per ton as freight for g to India the rails required 


for the Kandahar Railway, while the G. [. p. Railway authorities paid only 
twenty-five shillings per ton to carry their own railway material. This over- 
payment has in three months caused a loss of about twenty-five thousand 
pounds to the Indian treasury, and it behoves the Secretary of State to appoint 
a committee to examine the mode of working followed by the commercial 
department of the India Council. Not only ought the suggestion made 
by Mr. Browne, observes the Jéme Jamsed, to be followed, but a committee 


. composed of impartial gentlemen unconnected with Government, should be 
appointed to enquire into every item of expenditure incurred in England on 
account of India. It is stated that for some time past the Home charges have 
reached the large figure of twenty krors of rupees, and that India is unable to 
pay this vast sum, and that‘consequently fresh debt has to be incurred. If in 
the single matter of the transmission of rails for the Kandahar Railway, the 
large sum of twenty-five thousand pounds has been misspent, there is eve 
probability that similar waste takes place in other items of the Indian expend- 
iture. It behoves Lord Hartington, to whom the people of India anxiously 
look to do them justice, to adopt the above suggestions and to effect reductions 
in the over-grown expenses of the Indian Empire. 


The Rast Goftér (52) of the 6th June, in alluding to the charge brought 
by Mr. Fawcett against the late Ministry, that they 


Makes remarks about i . : 
subs Co tee Gc :. withheld from Parliament the news which they had 


: —_ received on 13th March last, about a blunder in the 
jolene teams. aden budget, observes that he had to apologise 
‘ after Mr. Stanhope declared that no such information 
was received on that date. But the day before yesterday despatches relating 
to Indian finance were laid before Parliament, and Reuter’s telegram founded. 
on them states that on 13th March the Conservative Government received such 
& message about the deficit as was described by Mr. Fawcett, If Reuter’s 
representation be correct, and there is no reason for doubting its truth, it is 
desirable that Mr. Stanhope should be called upon to in how he came to 
state that the late Ministers had not received information about the deficit on 
the date mentioned by the Member for Hackney. Though the telegram of the 
13th March did not state the actual amount of the deficit, yet it mentioned that 
& grave error had been made in the calculation of the war expenses, and that it 
had produced uneasiness. This statement was quite enough to put the Home 
authorities on their guard, but they took no notice of the mistake, nor did they 
Parliament of it. They kept silence until 22nd April, when they knew 

4n P 12—6 [con 159] | 


ce ah + a 
Pe i) Ws ee i 3H. 


they had hopes of remaini in pow 

as 8s of remaining 

os te hs eeniation cannot be sustained. (The Bombay Chronicle (48) of the 
same date expresses similar sentiments on the same subject.) 


- The Yajdén Parast (54) of the 6th June, in alluding to a statement which 
appeared in a recent number of the Bombay Gazette, 

t the members of the Imperial Legislative Council 
are of opinion that the Vernacular Press Act should 
not be removed from the statute book, observes that it 
is desirable that the new Viceroy should not absolutely 


_ rely on the advice of his Councillors. The present 
Members of Council were in office when the press law was passed, and it is un- 


reasonable to expect that they would now undo their own work. The Act has 
been justly received with scorn and contempt in every quarter; and though 


selfish officials may approve of it for accomplishing their own ends, yet it cannot ” 


be believed that a Viceroy who has been brought up in the principles of the 

Liberal party, and who he breathed the free atmosphere o England, would 

give his consent to retain the detestable law on the statute book. Lord Ripon 

will, it stage get impartially consider the subject, and will adhere to his own 
vie 


unprejudi ws. 


The same observes that the public remonstrated against the appointment 
Government not 0! the Honourable Mr. Sayad Husein Edroos, when he 
to re-elect the Honourable WaS nominated as an additional Member of the 
Mr. Sayad Husein Edroosasa Bombay Legislative Council two years ago. His term 
Member of the Bombay Legis- of office will expire in July next, but the news re- 
lative Council. : : : ‘ 
ceived from Surat says that he is canvassing to get 
himself re-elected. Being ignorant of the English language, he is not able to 
take an active part in the proceedings of the Council, and has to sit like a 
statue. He has never shown any public spirit or independence of character, and 
he isnot educated. The public would, therefore, be glad if he retired altogether. 
His re-election would elicit unpleasant criticism, and would be considered a 
public scandal. There are better persons in the Mahomedan and Parsi com- 


munities, and it is to be hoped that Government will make a selection from 
among them, | 


The Satya Mitra (63) of the 6th June is glad that the Hindu and Parsi 


. Shetids, who were invited to dinner at Government 

Is that the Hindu 
the Bivsi Shotide did oe a House, ‘did not accept the invitation. They did well 
to the State dinner gem by in informing His Excellency that they were sorry 
to Lord Rinoe yernor that they could not accept the honour of dining with 


the Viceroy on account of religious objections and 


_ customs of old standing. In acting as they did they showed wisdom and fore- 


tees : bad example to the younger generation, whose proneness 
id irreligionsness is becoming more glaring every day. Their conduct may not 


approved by all, but it is sure to meet with the approbation of wise and . 


religious Europeans. 


The Kdside Mumbai (65) of the 9th June, after lamenting the evils resulting 


from drinking spirituous liquors, observes that during 
the past century not a single liquor shop was ever 
kept open all night on the Bhendi Bazér thoro 

in Bombay. Of late, however, they are kept open all 


"aad 
kept 


is il the night in accordance with the provisions contained - 


the licenses. Government has benefited by the issue of such licenses, but 
. people are ruined thereby, and hence it behoves the authorities to consider 
© matter, and take measures to remove the evil, 


The Broach Samdchér (68) of the 10th June observes that the tailors who 


were accused of thieving from the warehouse of 


Says that no o has ° . . : 
bedi made inten aatees Ardesar Jhiné Kd4padié, complained to Mr. K4shin4th, 
of torture neg the oe the Second Class Magistrate Of Broach, that the police 


had tortured them, and the Vakil of the accused 
requested the Magistrate to send them to a doctor 
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has not been yet taken upon the file, and thus the 


conduct of the police has not been brought to light. 
The Swadesh Watsal (71) or the Patriot for the month of Waishdkh Samvat 


1936, is that while the lish le enjo 
_ Makes remarks about the important political rights, the inden sabiccte of the 
ihn Crown none. Both are subjects of Her Im- 
— perial Majesty the Queen, and oaght to be held eligible 
for the enjoyment of the same onc But it is to be regretted 
invidious distinction is made between them. For instance, the people of England, 
by a majority of votes, turned out the Conservative Ministry, and re-instated 
a Liberal Government in its place, although Her Imperial Majesty did not 
approve of the change, whereas the people of India cannot do anything in regard 
to the change of an administration in their own country, which has become 
- ‘hateful to them. The disabilities under which the natives of India labour 
ought to be removed. They are loyal to their rulers, and their loyalty is 
becoming more firm every day. They are rendering material aid to their 
governors in administering the country, and those natives who have been 
nsible offices have discharged their duties satis- 


inted to high and respo 
featorily.. There is no doubt that the British Government have made their 
Indian subjects en than before, but their growing wants and desires 
ought to be satisfied. It is to be hoped that this will be done under the present 


Liberal Ministry. By conceding the mght of representation, a better control 
than at present exists would be exercised in the management of the Indian 
finances, and in the enactment of new laws. 


Municipalities. 


The Hiiechchhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 10th June observes that section 

53 of the District Municipal Act holds the head of a 

Complains against a cer- family responsible for any nuisance which may be 

tain proceeding of the ser- committed by an individual member. Besides, a 
vants of the Ahmedabad Mu- ee re reas 

nisipelite. municipal offence is liable to a fine only, which can 

be recovered by the sale of the moveable property, the 

right to which is vested in the head of the family. In spite of these plain 

directions the servants of the Municipality of Ahmedabad report the names of 

women and children for offences committed by them, and the Honorary Magis- 

trates issue summons or warrants against them. The people complain of these 

illegal i In the time of Mr. Borradaile such practices were common ; 

but it is to be regretted that they have been continued under Mr. Mackenzie. 

It is to be hoped that he will be good enough to put a stop to them. 


The Rdst Gofidr (52) of the 6th June, in alluding to the loud complaint 


by the people of Bombay about the short suppl 
war en ae + the ‘and the dirtiness of Tulsi water, observes that hoe 
sands of poor people use it for drinking and culinary 
perposes, and consequently there is great danger of an epidemic breaking out. 
t behoves the Corporation, therefore, to stop the sup ly from the Tulsi lake 


ri pe pee ere regularly set in, and to issue Vehar water all ~~ the 


Railways. 

The Shiwwdji (27) of the 4th June, in its local news, states that it is glad 
that the authorities of the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway have begun to mend matters a little, but un- 
fortunately the measures which they have taken have 
not proceeded far enough. The new vans for the use 
gers are commodiuus and convenient, but there are 
of them to meet the requirements of the passenger 


of third class native 
hot a sufficient number 
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_. Politics and the Public Administration. 


Native Opinion (4) of the 13th June, m a leading article, says that the 

bo “ts Prec of Act VII. of 1867 has been productive 

of much mischief. The oppression of the police is bad 

enough, but when on the slightest pretext this Act is 

brought into force,.and an additional cess is levied on 

yple, who are already ground down by heavy taxation, their misery knows no 
ds. The Vernacular Press, through which the natives have an opportunity 

of ventilating their grievances, is gagged, and hence the Government does not 
know what is going on in the country. The masses have been reduced to the 
utmost verge of destitution by the rigorous nature of the forest laws. Even 
the condition of the well-to-do people is rapidly deteriorating. The police-rate 
is levied in the most reckless manner, .and in recovering it the utmost tyranny 
is practised. It is a most fortunate circumstance for this Presidency that 
Sir James Fergusson looks at every thing himself, and is sincerely desirous of 

redressing undoubted grievances. Here the writer gives an account of the 
resentation of a petition by the inhabitants of W4i to His Excellency the 
Cceaniite on the subject of the cost of an additional police force which has been 
quartered in their town, and observes that from their past conduct it is clear 
that they have had no complicity with the dacoits. There is, therefore, no 
justification to saddle a community composed of poor and mendicant people 
like the residents of W4i with the payment of seven thousand rupees. His 
Excellency has given an assurance to the petitioners that their case would be 
favorably considered. They have therefore some chance of obtaining relief. 
It is to be hoped that Sir James Fergusson will not only thoroughly enquire 

into this case, but also examine other cases which may be similar to it. 


~ 


The Mahérashira Mitra (7) of the 10th June says-that during the hot 
season when European gentlemen resort to Mahé- 
Complains of the forcible aleshvar much needless cruelty is practised by the 
—eor police in seizing carts. A few days ago a marriage 
uty consisting of men, women and children was coming from Kolhdpur, and 
while near Sd4téra their carts were forcibly seized and carried aWay. Cases 
have happened when carts have been taken to Mahdbaleshvar from a lon 
distance and afterwards sent back without any payment as not being veneinal: 
Sometimes cartmen, their bullocks, and carts are kept waiting for days together, 
and are paid only for the time during which they are actually employed, while 
they get nothing for the period of detention. On the last market day in Sdtéra 
no grain was brought, because the cartmen were apprehensive that their carts 
would be taken away against their consent. In order to put an end to this 
disgraceful state of things, it would be well: if Government were to give a 
contract to some one for the supply of carts during the Mahdbaleshvar season, 


or to augment the rate of payment so as to make the conveyance of baggage 
Temunerative to cartmen. 


The Subodha Patrika (12) of the 13th June, in a leading article, alludes 


ae ae oo soticsment of Lord dagger ane py that 
Makes remarks on - during his four v tenure of oice as vernor 
muntration of Lord Lytton. Gennel he had be le opportunities of doing good, 
but unfortunately he did much mischief. He is a man possessed of many 
accomplishments, and is the clever ‘son of a clever father. He has very few 
equals or superiors even among Englishmen in England. Great expectations © 
were formed of him when he arrived in India, but those were soon dissipated, and 
he has done more harm than any previous Governor General. Every native 
rejoiced when Lord Lytten was on Tuesday last relieved of the cares of office, 
pa — Ahead Bisa his Co engue Sir John Rerochay <a - 
connection with Indi ord Lytton gai tem 

Minute in the notorious Fuller Case, bei beaeen showed of what a ke was 
made by a series of acts unparalleled for their iniquity in the history of India. 
Tn the course of a couple of hours in an insidious manner he deprived the natives 
of the liberty of the Press, which had been granted to them fifty years ago b 

Sit Charles Metcalfe. In the same manner he passed the Disarming Act, a 


,. 


has. deprived the. people of the means of defending themselves inst the 
attacks of robbers and wild animals. In the midst of famine he held a grand 
Darbér at Delhi at a great expense in order to make known the assumption of 
the title of Empress by the Queen. He allowed thousands of people to die of 
hunger. He levied the license-tax ostensibly to. meet famine expenditure and 
then appropriated its proceeds towards the expenses of the Afghan war. Even 
this expedient did not answer. ‘The finances were in a straightened condition, 
and at such a crisis he abolished the import duty on cotton goods to please the 
merchants of Manchester, im order that their sup may be secured for the 
Conservative cause. He treated the members of the East Indian Association 
of Calcutta with indignity. He endeavoured to curtail the right of the subject 
to petition. Several statesmen in England were anxious that England should 

_ share the expenses of the war with India, but Lord Lytton and Sir John 
Strachey prevented this being done by preparing the budget in such a manner 
as to exhibit a surplus, which a few months turned out to be a 
deficit of four millions.. The above is a pretty accurate account of Lord Lytton’s 
administration. From this it is evident that he did not care either for God or 
man. His whole energies were directed to the preservation of power in the 
hands of the Conservative party. He has been the means of retarding the 
progress of India by about twenty-five years. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 13th June, in a leading article, says that it is 

: the opmion of some Englishmen that although the 

Makes remarks on Indian population of India has increased within the last 
populstion. om «thirty years, yet the weight of taxation has not within 
the same period increased in the same ratio. It is a well 

known fact that the increase of population in any country is a pretty fair indica- 
tion of its prosperity ; but this principle is not applicable to India. The case here 
is just the reverse. Elsewhere an augmentation in the number of inhabitants 
has resulted in the opening of new channels of employment for them, but in India 
the sources of ind ie actually diminished, as people have multiplied. 
The Indian Government has become a great commercial concern, which draws 
to itself all the advantages resulting therefrom, and wherever it does not inter- 
fere private English companies step in and appropriate to themselves the 
fits which may accrue. Government complains that the growth of revenue 
not kept pace with the incréase of the people, but it is strange it does not 
occur to the rulers of India to open out new industrial careers for them. If is 
the duty of Government to see that its subjects are not hindered from obtaining 
employment. The masses have become so well aware of their impoverished 
condition that the question of checking population by discouraging marriages 
has been seriously considered. The stamp revenue has sextupled since 1849. Is 
this increase attributable to extended commercial activity and to. the development 
of wealth among the natives of India ? Experience testifies to the contrary. The 
stamp revenue has gone on increasing, although commerce has declined and the 
people have been reduced to destitution. ‘The exports and imports of India are 
no criterion of its prosperity. The advantages derivable from the increase of 
commerce go to benefit Englishmen, who have got the trade of India in their 
own hands. Upon the whole it can be clearly demonstrated that the wealth of : 
India is really diminishing instead of increasing, and hence the load of taxation | e 
18 severely felt. 


The same, in another article, alludes to the debate which took place in the 
aia House of Commons on 4th June, and says that the 
ae quae on the Secretary of State for India, in replying to the various 
is aaa - arguments which were wi es against the sale of 
opium, 18 reported to have said that the condition of the Indian finances was 
so bad that the Government of India was not in a position to part with this 
source of income. The reason given by the Marquis of Hartington was not 
altogether inappropriate, but it is not becoming in the British Government to 
urge the unsatisfactory state of the finances as a ground for forcing aforeign nation 
to & poisonous drug. The expenses of the Indian Government are on » 
ag & vast scale that it cannot of course afford easily to sacrifice the ten krors 
rupees derivable from the trade in opium ; but if the money is acquired in a 
questionable manner, it behoves those in authority to consider seriously the 
¢nP19—6 [con 169] 
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means of doing away with this detestable mode of obtaining revenue. Tho 
use of opium is injurious to the health of human beings, and hence the Chinese 
must be terrible sufferers from its consumption. The Emperor of China is so 
well aware of the deadly nature of opium that he has been endeavouring to 
vent his subjects from using it. This being so, it hardly befits the British 
vernment to carry on trade in that article on the plea of the loss of revenue. 
It might as well imagine that its revenue is instead of sixty krors as it 
is, and then it should set about vigorously to reduce diture. This 
is not beyond the power of the British Government. Even if it is considered 
desirable oe ange nena geo ~ ae be done, and the hpete will 
bear it quietly. But there is no difficulty whatever in diminishing the expenses 
of the Tadian administration. The salaries which are at present drawn by 
officials were pitched on an enormous scale at a time when the Indian 

services were not popular in England, and communication with Europe was 
expensive and precarious. This state of thing has completely altered, and that. 
for the better. By making reductions in this direction Government will have 
carried out the suggestions which have proceeded from natives on this question, 
and besides will be able A aged to withdraw from the traffic in opium. By 


pursuing such a , the British Government will earn everlasting renown, 
and besides Soin tho tiendahip of the Chinese with whom it is not on good terms. 
The Liberals also will have done something to satisfy those who have been 
rejoicing in their success, and besides will have reaped everlasting glory. 
It would be well if the present Viceroy were to follow on the opium ion 
the policy which was pursued by his predecessor with respect to the abolition 
of the duty on cotton goods. 


The same, in another article, gives the substance of the petition of the in- 
Sih,’ weesien shout ge of W4i to the oe in gern on the 
song .* subject of the expense of the additional police quar- 

habitants of es the ™- tered in that town, and says that the prayer of the 


, | petitioners is perfectly just and reasonable, and it 1s 
therefore to be hoped that Sir James Fergusson will carefully consider it and 


grant the relief sought. The population of W4i mostly consists of mendicant 
Brahmans, agriculturists and pensioners, and such persons are usually harmless. 
There were no dacoities in Wadi itself, nor have any of its inhabitants been 
charged with complicity with dacoits. The one individual who was convicted 
of taking part in dacoities and was supposed to be a native of W4i, had no 
house here and was not in any way connected with that locality. In his con- 
feesion he divulged the names of all his accomplices, none of whom are natives 
of W4i. Besides, the memorialists contend, and their contention has on investi- 
gation been found to be true, that during the prevalence of the dacoities, they 
guarded their own homes and also rendered all the assistance in their power to 
the authorities. This being so, there can be no doubt that the people of W4i 
are thoroughly loyal, and had no participation in the nefarious acts of those 
disturbers of the public peace. There is, therefore, no justification for throwing 
on them the cost of the maintenance of an additional police force. The police 
tax is at present levied in the most reckless manner. Sometimes the people 
who have suffered severely from the ravages of the dacoits are called upon to 
bay it. Government has imposed a variety of taxes for the preservation of 
order, and hence there is no reason why a separate tax should be levied to afford 
protection against robbers. The policy of sanctioning fresh imposts for special 
purposes 1s becoming very common. [It is to be hoped that Government will 
grant the prayer of the petitioners. 


The Shiwdji (27) of es = sme alludes to a meeting tmredy held in 

| oona for the se of petition vernment on 

of yells bg ra the subject of ids eae Senebiar and observes that 
municipal franchise. > im proportion to its population Poona has a greater 
. number of educated men than any other city in the 
Fresidency. The citizens of Poona have always exhibited great zeal in perform- 
a Fn of general utility, and. there is no of panes ies among them. 
‘W@oe oona 1s quite ripe for representative institutions, and it would be well 
ati vernment were to entrust the management of municipal affairs to represent- 
ves selected by the rate-payers.' The way in which the municipal affairs of 
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Poona are managed at present is extremely unsatisfactory. The Munici 
Commissioners are selected by the Collector of the District, and it is very mre 
that a man of independent spirit is found among them. They are, as a rule, 
subservient to the European officials. It must also be remembered that the 
demands of the rate-payers of Poona are not at all out-of-the-way. They. onl: 
wish Government to extend to them privileges which are allowed by law and 
which are enjoyed elsewhere. Previous Governors showed narrowness of mind 
in refusing to grant the municipal franchise.to the citizens of Poona, but it is to 
be hoped that Sir James Fergusson will not follow in their wake. 


The Guardt Mitra (45) of the 13th June has heard that recently a 
train on the Rajputdna line was brought to a stand 
Complains that some pea- near the village of Bhindu, and a European and a 
cocks pers rer ees = Parsi stepped out of it and shot some peacocks. If 
Rajmation iste Siaeey. this report be true, these sportsmen have infringed the 
order of Government, and have besides unnecessaril 
hurt the feelings of the Hindus, who do not like to see innocent animals killed. 
Moreover, such conduct is likely to result in an affray. The sportsmen had 
also no right to stop a train in motion for their own convenience. It is said 
that on several occasions trains have been stopped for the sake of sport. It 
behoves Government to enquire into the above charges and adopt prohibitory 
measures. . 


The same says that Sir Jamsetji Jijibh4i, Sir Mangald4s Nathubhdi and the 
- Honourable Maurdrji Gokuldés did right in notaccepting 


Makes remarks about invi- ¢he invitation to the State dinner given by Sir James 
pores 5 Nath ayaty — n to Lord Ripon, on A ea “f igious 
objections. But how was it that they were invited ? 

Very probably the management of the was entrusted by the new Governor 
to some European gentleman who was w uainted with the manners and 
customs of the natives, and if this be so the latter ought to have known that 
orthodox Hindus and P4rsis would not dine with Europeans on account of religious 
scruples. It is possible that the invitations may have been sent in fun, or 
perhaps some of the officers wished to show to His Excellency that the native 
public writers, who complain that Europeans do not mix with natives, are after 
all themselves unwilling to come, and, therefore, do not deserve the honour of an 
invitation. Whatever may be the truth, the gentlemen in question have done 
well in staying away, for had they gone to the dinner they would have set a bad 


example to the generation, a large number of whom are unscrupulous as 
to the nature of the food they eat. 


The same also does not like that the Honourable Mr. Sayad Husein Edroos 
: should be re-elected an additional Member of the 
Makes remarks about the Local islative Council. He does not possess, 
Ms Soyo 4 the oe observes the Mitra, any knowledge of English, nor 
an additional Member of 88 he ever taken a omen in furthering the 
Council. public good, nor has he exhibited any public spirit or 
independence at any time. He had nothing to do in 
quelling the late despicable Surat riots, but even if he did, this of itself would 
not constitute any qualification for a seat in the Legislative Council. Besides, 
the Press obj to his appointment when he was nominated for the first time, 
and he has moreover never taken any active part in the discussions at the 
Council Board. It must also be remembered that he was a witness in the Surat 
Riot Case on the side of the prosecution, which was subsequently proved to have 
been got up solely for vindictive purposes, and it was well established that 
the witnesses on the side of the Crown were tutored. It is, therefore, to be 
hoped that His Excellency the Governor will not re-appoint a person of such 
antecedents to the Legislative Council. 


The Surya Prakdsh (46) of the 12th June, but received on the 14th, congra- 
a at ge tulates the people of Surat upon the appointment pf 


sppiat an Assistant Judge Mr. Satyandrandéth Tagore as District Judge, and 


observes that there will be great delay in the di 


of civil appeals. Mr. Tagore has no Assistant, and he - 


will therefore have to devote a considerable portion of his time in deciding 
SUP 19—6 [con 169} 
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sions cases and criminal appeals. Surat is a and the 
iminal cases in this district alone are sufficient to . the J and his 


ssistant occupied in deciding them for at least three weeks in month. 
bong agore does his work rapidly, yet m the absence of an Assistant 
s whole time will be taken up in the transaction of criminal work, and he will 
idly have any time to to civil appeals. It is well known that dilatori- 
sin the di of civil cases injuriously affects pecuniary transactions, 
1d produces a bad effect on trade commerce. From this evil Surat will 
ffer so long as there ‘is no Assistant Judge, and, hence, it behoves Government 
fill up that appointment without delay. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (49) of the 14th June observes that before the late 

Males ransis shout the Gf the lago Ministry on the quoton of the expense 
. of the i on the question of the 

ae of the Afghan war. On ae tie one occasion he 
werved that it was wrong to make India bear the whole cost which England 
ight herself to pay in strict justice. But when the time arrived for 
it the views which he maintained in opposition, he makes an attempt to 
present that he is unable to do it. In presenting his budget to Parliament 
r. Gladstone observed that the entire charges of the war had not yet been 
certained, and until they were known, he was not in a position to state what 
ortion of them should be met from the English revenues. This declaration 
oes not reveal his real intentions. There is no connection between the amount 
‘the war expenditure and the obligation of England to pay a portion of it. 
‘she admits it, no hesitation ought to be shown in arriving at an intelligible 
cision in the matter. Mr.-G ne says that there will be a surplus of about 
ree hundred and forty thousund pounds, and, owing to its smallness perha 
ssitates to undertake the payment of the expenses of the Afghan war, as thie 
ew liability may necessitate the imposition of additional taxation. But since 
has been proved that the prosecution of the war was more in the interest of 
ngland than of India, and since it has been admitted that England ought to 
sar the whole cost, the question of the condition of the English exchequer 
ight not to interfere in accepting the responsibility of the payment. The 
aramount power ought not to hesitate to perform its duty and to maintain its 
igh character in the eyes of her Indian subjects. (The Akhbdre Sowddgar (51) 
the same date, and the Rdst Goftdr (52), he Loka Mitra (56), and the Bombay 
hroniele (48) of the 13th June express similar sentiments.) 


The same of the 16th June observes that in the days of the East India 

Company the interests of India were carefully attended 
Believes ib po great to. those days many Members of Parliament and 
SO a Englishmen generally advocated the cause of India. 

Those times have gone; and, latterly, the same 
oxiety has not been exhibited, Every one is aware of the policy of the late 
onservative Ministry. In their time Indian budgets which ‘f wed large 
eficits were garried through Parliament with electric speed, and all harsh 
leasures were passed in the same manner. The proposal to abolish a portion 
f the import duties on cotton goods was adopted by an overwhelming majority, 
nd when the proposition for saddling India with the whole cost of the oy 
far was brought up before the same tribunal, it was also approved with loud 
cclamations, notwithstanding the remonstrances of Mr. Fawcett and others. 
though the income-tax in England falls on the well-to-do classes alone, yet 
he increase of a peuny in the pound causes great dissatisfaction, and the tax- 
ayers come out in large numbers to oppose the measure. But in India the 
Cense-tax was imposed after a famine which continued for several years, and the 
oor trading classes were brought under its operation. Loud complaints were 
1ade against this unjust saggy. aig with the exception of two or three 
lembers, no notice of them was taken in Parliament. At last the injustice 
{ the measure became so very obvious that the very persons who were 
strumental in levying it had to propose the exemption of the poorer classes 
t tradesmen. People in England condemn a tax on the necessaries of 
aman life, and yet a heavy duty has heen imposed on an article of so 
niversal a consumption as salt; and yet no one in Parliament advocated 
s reduction, About four krors of rupees are sngually lost in remitting 
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money to England, but it does not seem that Parliament has ever paid any 

serious ‘attention to this subject. It is however @ matter for congratula- 
tion that the English people have at last become aware of the abovemen- 
tioned Indian grievances, and are inclined to view them in their proper 
light, and that the new Ministry and the new Parliament are disposed to do 
justice to India, It is also intended to make an enquiry into the working of 
the Act for the better government of India. These things have improved the 
prospects of India, whose people have a bright future before them. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Khergaum under date the 12th 
Makes remarks in connec. instant, states that cow-pox has recently broken out 
tion with the prevalence of among cattle, and many of them have died and are 
cow-pox. dying from it. The poor farmers who have lost their 
cattle are unable to till their lands. It behoves Government therefore to take 
measures for checking the epidemic. | 
The Bombay Samachar (49) “ the sit: June, Lagialative ee B 4 pending 
before the Supreme islative Council for the 
coaumnet eitiaey sites exemption of mili officers living within the 
living within the precincts of precincts of cities and towns from the payment of 
towns and*cities from the the municipal dues, observes that Lord Lytton’s 
municipal taxes. Government has already passed a law exempting 
military officers living in military cantonments from the municipal taxes, 
and has thereby inflicted a pecuniary loss on several municipal corporations 
which they can ill-afford. The Bill in question is intended to exempt such 
military officers as are compelled to live within the precinct of towns or cities 
in uence of their being unable to find a habitation in military canton- 
ments. Since they enjoy municipal comforts and conveniences in common with 
other inhabitants, there is no reason why they alone should be absolved 
from the municipal burden. It is quite plain and reasonable that if they ought 
not to bear it, the Government ought to do so for them. It is said that if the 
proposed measure becomes law, the Madras Municipality would have to bear an 
annual loss of more than sixty thousand rupees. It is, therefore, to be hoped that 
Lord Ripon will not allow the Bill to become law. 


The Jame Jamsed (50) of the 17th June, in alluding to the high rate at 
which the four and a half per cent. loan has been 
on wat anata im connec allotted, observes that this allotment convincingly 
ia BB Neg proves that the Liberal Ministry possesses great credit 
| in Euro Last year the late Conservative Ministry 
opened a similar loan, and it to be issued at a discount of five per cent., 
while the new loan has been taken up at three per cent. premium. This 
difference can be accounted for from the fact that the public have full con- 
fidence that the Liberal Government will never involve the country in an unneces- 
saty war, and will do its utmost to preserve peace and encourage commerce. 
No sooner did the new Ministry came into office than the French and other 
Euro bankers turned their attention to the purchase of Indian securities, 
and have taken up the whole of the recent loan. The great pliancy of the 
revenues and the advent of the Liberal administration have shown that India can 
get any amount of money at a small rate of interest. She has several times begged 
England to guarantee her loans; and if this request is acceded to, she will be 
able to obtain money on better terms, and will be considerably benefited. Un- 
fortunately for her, England has not yet thought it right to give the guarantee; 
but it is hoped that the day is not distant when this will be done. The Liberal 
Government should preserve the good credit which they at present 
Their resolution to bring the Afghan war to an early termination is really 
praiseworthy. They admit that it is simple justice that England should 
share with India the cost of that war, and intend to make the former pay a 
portion of it.. Had there been a sufficient balance in the English exchequer, 
this share would have been willingly paid; but there being very little s 
money, England cannot afford to pay it immediately. The genie bor. theeubire, 
el me igh yn as the exact cost of the war is known, England will decide 
ion © expenses of the Afghan campaigns she ought to pay. 
After lading to the heavy freight paid for the transport of railway maternal 
_ from England to India, the Jdme Jamsed expresses a hope that Mr. Gladstone’s 
Ministry will prevent the misuse of the Indian revenues. — . 
45 P 19—6 | con 169] 
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“Whe Akbbére Sowdégar ; 51 of the 18th June observes. 
as Re of trnafrring tnd of 

oa to the new and . 

vi percent Town The rich ba: 


them. It is, however, gratifying that the authorities concerned have decided 
sgn. gpa crepes qpoypie Sagem! ame The new four 

, cent. loan paper 6 as y exchangeable as currency: 

and Joupons will be issued for drawing interest. But it is to be regretted that 

the people of India will not receive any advantage from these conveniences, as 

the new loan has been largely taken up by Engli italists. It would be 

well, therefore, if the facilities which are to the holders of the new loan 

are extended to the holders of all old loans ing the same interest. In 


conclusion, the Sowddgar trusts that this suggestion will be adopted. 


The Rast Goftdr (52) of the 13th June observes that the departure of Lord 

Lytton from these shores on the 29th instant will 

Criticises Lord liytton's den the hearts of the people of India.. His ad- 
——— ministration has disappointed the natives. 

sweet words, but his acts were bitter. He contradictory statements and 

often broke his promises. During his tenure of office as Governor General, the 


finances were managed in an unsatisfactory manner, Public Works were 
stopped, the Envoy sent to the Court of Cabul was assassinated, the Afghan 
war was left unfinished, the revenues were misspent, public opinion was 

, the Vernacular Press was the opinions of the Members of 
Council were set aside, and the petitions of the people were unheeded. India 
does not want such a ruler, and will be glad to see him leave these shores. 
Imaginative poets and philosophers are of no use as rulers, who should be men 
of experience and of independence of character. His Lordship governed India 
like the Great Mogal. He gave the civilized and liberal British rule the form 
of the arbi and uncivilized Russian Government. He allowed himself to 
be made a tool in the hands of Lord Beaconsfield. His Lordship has by opening 
the Press Commissioner’s office placed the Press under great obligations, but 
this is the only redeeming point of his administration. (The Loka Mitra (56) 
‘and the Yajdan Parast (54) of the same date, and the Kdside Mumbai (65) of the 
14th, express similar sentiments.) 


The same, in noticing the phlet published by Mr. Dad4bh4i Nowroji 
in defence of the accusations brought against him as 
Daten, Temarks on Mr. Dewdn of Malhdrréw Gaekwad, says that this defence 
os Seas of shows that Colonel Phayre tried his best to obstruct 
Mr. Dédébhai in the improvements which he was 
making in the Baroda State, and thereby inflicted injury not only on him but 
also on all educated natives. With one hand Colonel Phayre distributed a 
translation of the Bible among the people of Baroda, and with the other 
annihilated their political existence. He intentionally thwarted the Dew4n in 
his good work, and then represented to Government that the educated natives 
who composed the ministerial body at Baroda had failed in their duty. Thus 
a slur was cast on the educated natives’by the malicious conduct of a Govern- 
ment officer. The defence of the Dew4n also shows that Colonel Phayre made 
wrong representations to the Bombay Government. 


Railways. 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 13th June publishes a conversation between the 
a Station Master at Poona and a third class native 
of the Station eager nger, in which the former used filthy and obscene 
Poona. , because the latter complained of being 
; : com to travel in a Brake Van. The passenger 
™ question, who was a gentleman of position and respectability, happened to 
a & couple of European friends on the platform, who made enquiries about 
b ° ill-treatment to which he was subjected, and pena f consoled him 
td saying that if the natives were not neglected and maltreated they would not 
now that they were living under a foreign yoke. | 
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The Shiwdji (27) of the 11th June, in its local news, states that the treatment 

ia ot tho min. by the authorition of the @ LP Raley ioc 

: authorities of the G. I. P. way is sl 
management of the G. I. P. , 9 trsspa: ect of jf: 
passengers in third carriages is strictly for- 
pidden, yet this Company in defiance of law sometimes carries nce than 
sixty passengers in them. Those who are convinced of the absolute excellence 
ing Euro should look to the management of the G.-I. P. Railway 
to see that things can be posly i by Europeans. The Station 
Masters choke carriages with passengers without enquiring whether there is 
room for all of them to sit, and besides insult them. Such conduct ought to be 

met with condign punishment. | 
A correspondent of the A’rya Warta (32) of the 12th June says that there 
ae hag le Bh asgate of third class passengers at 
Complame of mimanage- Manmdd Station owing to its being the junction 
ment at the Manméd Station. (+ two lines. The station authorities ought, ihereliine, 
to exercise more than usual vigilance in attending to the convenience of 
passengers, but unfortunately they pursue a different course and do all in their 
power to annoy and ill treat them. ‘The carriages are few in comparison with 
the number of ticket-holders, and hence there is excessive overcrowding, so that 
the operation of sitting becomes one of absolute impossibility. Much 7,» 
also ised when the are in the act of entering the carri ) 
sicanideiadtenk which ben tan described above is a — to the powers 
0 


that be. It is to ke hoped that remedial measures will be adopted without delay. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Ht Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
22nd June 1880. 
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Ett cckaca mendadpaceedics bic mt) : 
various notices ‘have beén collected under different heads, which ate printed in italics. 


ted in and the number of the the list‘at the 
prin Pagal n ‘Newspaper in 


ewspapers marked ® have not given information.as to the number of copie 
cases, an éstimate has been made by the Reporter. 


Politics and. the Public Administration. 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 21st June complains that 
| eee about reg robberies han om edly " ing were 
Complai ” committed in the town of Pen during the past year 

part By ipa urea, °° ‘but the police have not been able to trace even one of 
er them. ‘The town is evidently not well, guarded by 
the police. ‘The writer mentions two recent robberies, and observes that in one 
ease the robbers are said to have shown great audacity in carrying away 
their booty. — 


The Dnydn Prakash (5) of the 24th June observes that Government have 

recently ruled that a Government servant transferred 

from one place to another should travel thirty miles a 

| : day Re join. his new a ae though atin 

: is ahd neither steamer nor mail cart on the way. But this 

| on aera fo. one rule will work harshly in cases in which no horse 

place to another. carriage is obtainable. Ordinary bullock carts cannot 

travel more than twenty miles per day, while a fast 

pedestrian can with great difficulty walk thirty miles in the same ‘period. It 
behoves Government, therefore, to amend the rule. 


- The Maharashtra Mitra (7) of the 17th June 1s grateful to His Excellency 
est the Governor fur condescending to receive personally 

Makes remarks in regard to _ the petition of the people of Wai, praying to be ex- 
the petition of the people - empted from the cost of the punitive police posted in 
Bs. tec cae police. their town, for courteously receiving them and -for 
: suspending the work of wa: ten the cost until further 
orders. Tho Mitra then prays His Excellency not to send the petition to the 
authorities of the Sitéra District for report, as they are likely to be unwilling to 
undo their own work, and to try to prejudice the mind of His Excellency by 
various means. Sir James.should exercise his own. judgment im this matter, 


and remove the undeserved stigma thrown on the character of the inhabitants 
of this town. : 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhdkar (8) of the 16th June, but received 

on the 21st, censures the police of the town of Sdtéra 

Coe eae police of the for failing to detect most of the robberies which have 
Aaingh rébherian. _ been committed in that town during the last four or 
five years. The townspeople have lost much out of 

their valuables by the robberies. The failure to detect the crimes may be 
attributed to want of sympathy with the people on the part of the European 
officers of the police ; to the absence of the apprehension of punishment in the 
case of failure to'detect the crimes on the part of the native officers ; and to the 
excessive work exacted from the police constables of various grades. Though 


~ town is said to be well guarded at present yet robberies occur and are not 
etected. : 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 20th June, after expressing approval of the 


petition, which the people of Poona are about to sub- 
regia fn the }ermeane = of mit to His Excellency the Governor, praying for the 
jure te the aod a ie by concession of the municipal franchise to their city, 
of Bombay. ¥ requests Government to extend to the other cities and 
Sh important towns of this Presidency the: institution of 
tnal by jury. The latter concession was granted to Poona several years ago, 
and has been found to work satisfactorily. Its extension to other B tree will 
prove beneficial, as the people are already accustomed to trials with the aid of 
ree _ Since a provision has been made in the Deccan Ryot’s Relief Act 
or the decision of some cases by a Panch or arbitrators, it seems that Govern- 
ment approve of the old and time-honored custom which existed in this country 
in former. days. It is, therefore, hoped. that Government will not hesitate to 
extend the institution of trial by jury to the rest of the Presidency. . 
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i ran iy advanced by several of its con and noticed 
rag geen ie at some in some of previous weekly 
summaries. | 
The Khandesh Watbhaw (19) of the 18th June, but received on the 22nd, 
| is glad that Government have obtained some American 
Government to cotton seed for the purpose of introducing. it into 
send some American cotton ¢h; But all the seed is to be sent to the 
str ict, as Government are of opinion that 
| it will not produce a good crop in any other district, 
and believe that no other district than Dhérwér contains the saw-gins: required 
to clean the pri But Government should be pleased to send some of the 
seed. to the desh District also for the following reasons :—Formerly Gov- 
ernment introduced the Dh4rwir cotton seed into this district, and for many 
years saw-gins were worked, and the cotton produced fetched five rupees more 
than cotton of other kinds produced in the district. Some of the cotton-growers 
can use these saw-gins, while others can provide themselves with new gins as 
they can be easily made. The Chamber of Commerce, to which the question of . 
sending some American cotton seed to Khandesh was referred for opinion, says 
that this district cannot produce good cotton from the Dhférwér seed. This 
assertion is only partially true, as the deterioration of the cotton from the 
Dhérwir seed has caused not by the bad soil of Khandesh, but by the 
mixture of the Berar and thé Gawrdni seeds with the Dhérw4r seed which has 
been made in spite of the efforts of the Cotton Frauds Department to prevent 
it. The black soil along the banks of the T4pti is better suited than the soil of 
Dhérwar for the uction of the American cotton. Again, there is a cotton 
mill in the Khéndesh District, which turns out better cloth than is produced by 
any of the mills in Bombay, because the cotton used by it is not pressed into 
- If thjs mill gets the cotton produced in the district from the American 
seed, it will produce still better cloth, and rich people will then be induced to 
erect more mills in this district. For these reasons it behoves the Collector of 


Khandesh to obtain from Government some American seed and to distribute it 
to the ryots. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 18th June, but received on the 21st, is grateful to 
Pee . __ His Excellency the Governor for ordering the remission 
‘diate ones nat © iss8° of the arrears of the land revenue for the three famine 
of lands sold by auction or Years, and observes that the ryots, whose lands have 
bought by Government in — sold by auction to other parties or bought by 
ee of land Government for the nominal price of one anna, in 

we ep yee. liquidation of the outstanding assessment, ought to get 
their holdings back. Government have issued orders on the latter point, but 
some of the Mémlatdérs entertain doubts. It behoves Government, therefore, to 
remove these doubts by issuing distinct orders, 


The Din Bandhu (33) of oe 20th June states, HA the wathenity of 4 

correspondent, that the ryots of Ganapati’s Wazar in 

ss ry rt the Junnar Téluks, of the Poona Collectorate, are very 

as masters of village schools, 92xi0us to get a vernacular school in their village. 

: They say that a school has been opened on three 

occasions, but the scheming Brahmins induced the cultivating classes by various 

misrepresentations not to send their children to school, and, consequently, the 

institution er. Bi Bandhu mentions ie various false repens and 

| id to have been circulated by scheming Brahmins, in order to 

ent the children of cultivators from learning to read and write, and requests 
¢rnment to appoint others than Brahmins as masters of village schools. 

‘The Poona Waibhaw (44) of the 22nd June observes that though the 

Abyssinian ‘expedition, which consisted of ten thou- 

relic sone and lasted for cael months eet 

much fighting, cost fourteen krors of rupees, yet the 

war with Afghanistan, which has employed sixty 

thousand men for the last eighteen months against 


rho frequently makes sudden attacks on them, is represented to 
ty seven krors. This representation is evidently so erroneous as to 
lief that it is purposely made to mislead: It therefore behoves 
istry to ascertain the real cost of the war, and to induce England 
to pay @ portion of it. If this is done, the new Government will realize to some 
extent the sanguine hopes entertained by the people of India that it would 
secure their happiness. | 
The same observes that the European officers of Government who make 
selections for the appointment of Municipal Commis- 
sioners cannot, from their being foreigners and livi 
apart from the bulk of the populations of cities an 
i towns, make such good selections as the natives can 
make. The result of the existing system is that really good and efficient 
ns are not nominated as Commissioners, the work of the Corporations is 
not done in compliance with the wishes of the people, and complaints against 
the municipal management lead Government to infer that the people are not 
able to conduct the institutions properly. But if the municipal franchise is 
granted to e Corporation, Government will be soon convineed that the 
natives possess the requisite abilities to manage the affairs of their municipa- 
lities well. Government ought, therefore, to grant the prayer of the people of 
Poona, and extend the municipal franchise to their city. 
The same repeats the old complaint that many annoying laws have bee 
: enacted, and observes that if the Medical Registration 
PP sradhorgehe n Mf eg Scheme as prayed for by certain European practitioners 
eee is passed into a law, it will be of the similar kind. 
F ais sional a then sachor bs its desire rs a bo 
or checking mendicancy passed. gars have considerably multi- 
plied of late and eamewaked the country. Their number may A irly be 
estimated at twenty per cent. of the population. It is highly desirable, 
therefore, that this evil should be effectually removed by a legal enactment. 
Manu, the renowned and re Hindu Lawgiver, has laid down what 
persons only should be allowed to beg, and he may be safely followed. 


A correspondent of the same states that during the last twenty days mad 

. foxes have bitten some thirty inhabitants of the village 

appeered ie ae ne "#ve of Kelshi in the Dépoli Téluka of the Ratndgiri Dis- 

Kelshi in the Dépoli Taluka ‘trict. Two policemen have been appointed to destroy 

of the Ratnégiri Collectorate. the beasts, but cannot dq the work expeditiously. 

; The people dare not walk into the streets without 

ying clubs with them,.and the rabid animals sometimes attack them in spite 

of the clubs. The writer laments that the people have been deprived of their 

fire-arms and other weapons, and observes that had they had any they would 
have effectually protected themselves. | | 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 20th June enters into details to show that 
Cameliahie’: tak while the produce of a date-tree in the Surat District 
tes fn wan Sy nt annually realizes two rupees, the tax on it, together 
trees in the Surat District, With the municipal and imperial duties levied on the 
__ ,  toddy drawn from it, come to the same amount, and 
little or no profit is left to the owner. Before the imposition of the tax on 
—_ trees, Government sold the annual contract for keeping country liquor shops 
or rupees fifty-six thousand ; but since then it realizes about seventy thousand 
Phy ap per annum. ‘Though Government are thus benefited, yet the owners of 
© trees suffer a loss, as they get no return for the capital laid out, and will be 
completely ruined, if the present state of things continues to exist. Last year 
they represented their grievance to the Customs Commissioner, but did not get 
oe This year they have made a similar representation to*the Collector, 
- ey ely get the same reply. Under these circumstances they will 
obliged to cut down the trees. te behoves Government, therefore, either to ~ 
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remove altogether the tax imposed on these trees, or to lessen its rate. The 
ee between the tax levied on the trees growing within a distance of 
needs tee om the fort and that on the trees beyond that limit, is great, and 

to be lessened in order to distribute equal justice to the owners of both. 
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a tho Hitechchhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 17th 


dabad of tt Jane, but 
21st, states that the postal delivery 
deliver 


bearing packets to theis poe i 
ve 
long aiver 


earing packets are delivered gwnors have distributed the . 
Abend — fator than letters. OF angels of them Gui sion of diay, 


they stated that the former were given to them 
for delivery after the distribution of the latter. If this statement be true, the 
' Post Master will be good enough to give the peons paid and unpaid packets at 
the same time, as the latter almost invariably contain important communications, 
and a delay in their delivery might cause a loss to their owners. | 


The same observes that complaints are heard from all parts of India that 
3 _ the Assessors of the license-tax over-assess the people, 


ins that the and that some of the appellate authorities do not grant 
ot the Kheda and tho Abme- the redress which the “Th 


: appellants are entitled to. The 
daled oeerthe icsmseter, people of the Kheda and the Ahmedabad Districts 


| ve made of late loud complaints upon this subject. 
The Hitechchhu has received 2 communication from some six residents of the 
Sos sagem ge ag Sens ame pgp Téluka. They say that the 

miatdér has levied a heavy tax upon them ever since the commencement of 
the license-tax. They appealed against this over-assessment, but could get no 
redress. They mentioned in their petitions of appeal that they were ready to 
show their account books, but no notice was taken of this statement. On peti- 
tioning the Mémlatdér on this subject he said that they must pay the assessed 
amount as they had hidden under ground a great deal of their wealth. If this 
representation be true, it is 2 great pity that it should be so. Up to lately the 
people of Ahmedabad had not the least hope of redress in such matters on 
account of Mr. Borradaile’s misrule. _But since Mr. Mackenzie is now the Collector, 
it 1s to be hoped that the over-assessed people will get due redress. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (49) of the 22nd June writing 
from Kaéthiawdr, in alluding to the- report that the 
Hecommends that the British Indian Government cannot get a sufficient 
Haiput and some other tribes number of recruits for the army, recommends that the 
listed as soldiers for the Rajputs, Ka&this, Jats, Pemeyanas, Waghars, Mers, 
British Indian army. A’yars, Rabdris, &c., inhabiting that province, should 
yars biting that p 
be induced to enter the military service. They belong 
to the old military classes of the country, a strong constitution, and are 
adepts in the use of weapons. Some of them have, in the absence of an honest 
occupation, taken to robbery, and disturbed the peace of the province. If the 
various advantages of entering the military service of the British Government 
are perp J explained to them, they will willingly enlist for the army, and 
will not only enjoy happiness but will prove of great service to the country. 
The attempt made at present to get recruits has produced on the minds of these 
ignorant people the and stupid impression that the recruits will be soon 
despatched to take a part in the Afghan war. This false suspicion should be 
removed by the authorities, by explaining to them that new recruits will not do 
for immediate active service, and that the Afghan campaign will be soon over. 


_ The Bombay Samdchér (49) of the 23rd June says that the Amrit Bazar 

Rintanein: Ge Patrika of Calcutta states that in the rene & train 
enquire into Geta s pe which left Allahabad for Jabalpur on the 24th May 
report that a proper enquiry ast, a Mr. t made an indecent attack on a 
probes made intotheaceusa- Pdrsi lady who was sitting with her two yo 
Sargeant children in the com ent next to that in which he 
an indecent attack on a Pars; S2t- The lady complained about the attack to the 
lady. railway station authorities at Jabalpur, who made him 
pe over to the police and recovered from him the price 
th the gas ne of the carriage window which he had broken in the scuffle with 

@ la i: e vier made enquiries into the charge of indecent attack, and 

ore Ma 


eee interview to the accused from the bench itself, made him sit by his 
side, and decided, without hearing the police or the complainant, that there 
was no charge against the accused. After this decision the accused was allowed 
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yor Nover, the Assistant Commissioner. This Officer granted | 
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- ¢o leave the court. The complainant left Ja 
‘more particalars about the case, so that the may make due $ upon 
it, the accused may be brought before a criminal court to receive the 
deserved punishment. Government will be kind enough to ascertain the truth 
as to the scene alleged to have taken place in Major Nover’s court, and to inform 
» the public of the same. The Samdchér observes, in its issue of the 24th, that 
this case is said to have been brought to the knowledge of the Supreme Gov- 
ernment, and the authorities concerned are making enquiries into it. (The 
Akhbdre Sowddgar (51) of the 24th June makes similar observations. ) 


A correspondent of the same observes that he has seen more than once that 
nieve : the parties in a case are alone admitted into the court 
Complains that the public rooms of the District Magistrates of Ahmedabad and 

are not admitted into the when a case is about to be 


~ Of some other 
courts of certain District 1 ard, while. the public are prohibited from entering 
a the courts. Whyisthisso? Is not the court of the 
District Magistrate a public court? (A correspondent of the Jéme Jamsed (50) 
of the same date asks the same question.) _ 


The Bombay Samdchar (49) of the 26th J une observes that the people of 


this Presidency, particularly the poorer classes, suffer 
Prays for the repeal of the reat distress from the new forest law. The latter 
avers have lost their ee em means of livelihood, and have 
come to the verge of starvation. Formerly the village cattle used to graze in 
Government lands free of charge ; but now their owners must buy grass to feed 
them. Many of the ryots being too poor to do this, they have ceased to keep 
cattle: Formerly the ryots used to get fuel from Government forests without 
any tax; but now they have to buy it from their small means. Several of 
them, therefore, commit thefts from the forests, and Government is obliged to 
keep a larger establishment than was entertained before to guard the preserves. 
It is also said that bribery prevails among the persons appointed to guard the 
forests. It is feared that in the end Government will be a loser in this matter. 


For these reasons it behoves His Excellency the Governor to repeal the forest 


law atonce. (The Shiwdji (27) of the 18th June, but received on the 2lst, 
expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Rast Goftér (52) of the 20th June, in a leader, headed, ‘Lord 
Lytton’s sayings and doings,” observes that the most 

leed eee ak nguishing trait in his Lordship’s character is to 
nisiiidiees — "8 indly. His aim wasto turn the British rule 
into the barbarous Mogld4i, and he, therefore, spoke 

kind words, sang the praises of the people, and made large promises. The 
following instances show that the late Viceroy has failed to 1 the promises 
and to carry out the professions made by him. I.—His famous Fuller Minute 


showed that he entertained great solicitude for the interests of the peo 
it evinced some si 


Makes a few criticisms on 


le; but 

signs of a secret desire to curtail the independence of the High 

Fag i people entertained great hopes in connection with the assumption 
the : 


title by the Queen, and large numbers of them repaired from all 
parts of the country to the Delhi assemblage. But afterwards all this proved 
to be a hollow farce. No new rights were given; but, on the contrary, His 
Lordship announced on that auspicious oceasion his intention to pursue that 
policy which would curtail some of the precious rights granted in Her Majesty’s 
previous proclamation. 111.—His Lordship highly praised at that assemblage 
the loyalty of the people, and yet showed that he entertained a suspicion of them 
by passing the Arms Act soon after. IV.—On the same occasion he showered 
— on the editors of the native press and called them useful interpreters to 
overnment, but next year he the Act for keeping the entire-mative 
press under police surveillance. V.—His Lordship lavished kind words 
on Native Princes, but hurt the feelings of Sir Salar J ung, the most loyal 
and faithful .of noblemen, and appointed as co-regent with him his old 
°pponent, who hindered him in the administration. Lord Lytton showed 
great affection for Scindia and Holkar, but their feelings have been hurt by 
his administrative policy. His Lordship’s intention to bu up Cashmere 
has only recently come to light. VI.—That at the time of the Delhi assemblage 
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Tis Lordship was in Bombay, and gave it as his opinion that the import 
rad on cotton goods was nether in ‘the interests of the native daill-otpnelte 
nor to the prejudice of the English mill-owners; but next year the question 
of the ition. of the duty again came forward, and then His Lordship 
observed that the duty was detrimental to the interests of the latter. VII.—At 
Madras His Lordship showed great pathy for the famine-stricken, but 

to have funds raised in England for their relief, and tried to check: the 
stream of England’s magnificent charity in the very first year of the famine. 
VIlI.—His Lordship gave a promise to the students of the Calcutta University 
that the high posts of the Covenanted Civil Service would be kept open for them, 
but afterwards he sent a secret despatch to England, recommending that the 
competitive examinations should be entirely closed to the natives. The Rést 
Goftér makes remarks in the same strain on a few other acts of His Lordship’s 
administration. . 
The same observes that India is very fortunate in that the new loan has 
been taken up by French bankers at a premium of 
os Pave hie 3+, per cent, The British administration has secured 
oak pokes. mm" to her the enjoyment of good credit not only in the 
, - country itself as well as in England, but in other 
countries also. Though there has been a large deficit in the Indian treasury, 
yet nations of Europe have so much confidence in her financial administra- 
tion that they vie with each other to buy the Indian loans. Several advan 
have accrued to her from the French bankers taking up the new loan. 
The Indian money market is undepressed, and the Government securities 
are in as much demand as they were before. Government has earned a profit 
of ten lacs of rupees, and it is hoped that silver will rise in value, and loss in 
exchange will diminish. The attention of France will also now be directed to 
Indian affairs. 
The same, in alluding to the report that Abdul Rahman desires that 
Kandahar should be made over to him with the rest of 

_ Observes that Kandahar is the Afghan kingdom, observes that if his demand is not 
reg Bd pemage J — complied with, there is a probability of his declaring 
if he becomes the ruler of War with the British Government; and in that case 
Afghanistan. | all hope of cessation of the Afghan hostilities will be 

. deferred for the present. The Liberal Ministry well 
understand that they have been placed in a difficult position by the late Govern- 
ment, and to get out of it they have declared that no British force will be 
stationed at Kandahar after the settlement of Afghan affairs. If this is done, 
Sher Alli, the ruler of Kandahar, will find himself left alone to defend his small 
State. Ifhe be powerful he will keep it, otherwise he will lose it. Its evacua- 
tion by the British forces ought, therefore, to serve as an inducement to Abdul 
to accept the sovereignty over the rest of the country. It would be a fortunate 
thing if he agreed to the terms offered by the English. However, the British 
Government should not feel any regret, if, after the return of British troops to 
India, an internal war were to break out between the rulers of Afghanistan and 
of Kandahar, and if the latter place should fall into the hands of Abdul Rahman. 


_ The Loka Mitra (56) of the beg June observes pig if ~ report which 
“Be 2 red in a recent issue of the Indu Prakdsh (3) 
mt. ~ i aa ings apace es, that Sir James Fergusson wishes to sod 
point @ native to the vacas; @ Rative gentleman to the vacant Joint Judgeship of 
post of Jomt Judge of Nisik. the Nasik District, then the people of this Presidency 
: are very grateful to His ) seared Sir Richard 

Temple had informed the Supreme Government that there was no necessity to 
give this place to a native. The late Governor’s acts did injustice to the natives. 
He appointed a European to one of the J udgeships in the High Court which 
was reserved for the natives. He nominated a European to the chair of mathe- 
matics in the Deccan College, which was held for a long time by a native. He 
= abont to appoint a European to a Magistrate’s place in the Bombay Police 
ae long held by a native. Sir James ought to endeavour to remove the ill 
4 or Boa the various acts of injustice committed by his immediate predecessor 
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‘he same advises the people of Bombay not to present a congratulatyry ‘atula $. 
bone: | - ebdeaie to Laed Lalite, icine be arrives here on his 
_ Observes that the peopleof way home. Several acts of His Lordship’s régime 
Bombay should not preses* have been detrimental to the interests of the people, 
* at‘his approach. Dd, hence, it is not meet to present him with an 
ing departure. | address. ‘The mistake committed at the departure of 
Sir Richard Temple should not be repeated in the case 
of His Lordship, who should be allowed to leave these shores without any 
attempt to make a public demonstration. Lord Lytton seems to possess m&ny 
good qualities as a bai gentleman, and those who are under obligations to 
His Lordship will do well to pay him their respects. 
The same, in alluding to the report that.no trace is to be found of the three 
thousand ponies sent to the front, observes that the 
. Lord Ripon to grooms who were in charge of them ought to give 
enquire how the three some account as to what became of them. But it is 


—ad — surprising that no information seems to have been 


ig obtained from them, and the disappearance of the 

nies seems to have been accepted as a fact which needs no further enquiry. 
It ‘is to be hoped that if there be room for it, Lord Ripun will order further 
investigation into their disappearance, and about the 56,000 rupees worth of 
potatoes which were found to be rotten when they reached Cabul, and will 


put-a stop to the mismanagement, for which the Afghan expedition has become 
so very notorious. 


The same, in noticing the hesitation shown by Abdul Rahman im accept- 

: ing the offer of the kingdom of Afghanistan made to 

Suspects that ag om him by the British Government, suspects that he is 

—— ra “=” acting under Russian inspiration. A war is about to 

take place between Russia and China, and British 

interests are likely to be involved, if hostilities break out. The English Gov- 

ernment will, therefore, interfere in that war ; and if it does so, Russia will not 

be able to carry out some of her schemes. To avoid this contingency, she is 

likely to incite Abdul Rahman to keep the British engaged in war with him, 
and He very probably instigated him to conduct himself as he now does. 


The Nydya Prakash (67) of the 14th June, but received on the 21st, observes. 
that Sir Richard Temple’s Government has inflicted 
Prays Government tocease on Surat a yearly fine of eighteen thousand rupees for 
ee the fine imposed on extra police, as a punishment. for the riot which 
wn of Surat for extra o: 
solies. occurred there in 1878. The people of Surat are gentle 
: 2c: and mild, and not likely to disturb the peace. Mr. 
Chadwick, an honest and straightforward European Member of the Surat 
Municipality, has borne testimony to this fact. The riot of 1878 occurred in 
—— of the negligent conduct of the local authorities. The depression 
of trade has made the people unable to bear the burden of the fine, which was 
at first imposed for one year only, but has been continued for more than two 
years. It is therefore hoped that Sir James Fergusson’s Government will 
kindly cease to levy the fine. The Nydya Prakdsh exhorts also the people of 
Surat to memorialize Government on the subject. 


rt . 
te 


Municipalities. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 20th June observes that the rate-payers of 


Bombay loudly complain that they get a short su 
By , mat agi of putrid water from the Tulsi lake, and ne 
issued from the Telsi lake censures Dr, Blaney for trying to defend the officers 

of the Water-works Department. He says that. the 

short supply is due to waste on the part of the inhabitants. He also states 
that about sixty gallons per head per day were supplied from this lake. But 
he cannot be in possession of reliable statistics in support of this assertion. It is 
true to some extent that the water was wasted ; but the waste was committed by 
certain large mills and rich house-holders without paying for it. For instance, 
the tank of the Fleming Mill was always full to the brim during the two or 
three years prior to its winding up, and it is alleged that the water was not 
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ens? - adequately paid for. The Chairman of the Town Council also states that “the 


> 


pressure of the Tulsi (water) was not originally calculated upon at the present 
rate,” and that the lake has no influshing pl These sleet e that 
the Tulsi scheme has been a failure from the beginning. In conclusion, the 

observes that ‘the public have been of opinion that all the present 
complaint about water might soon subside if certain ‘ dead-rats’ which are said 
to lie in some corner or other of the Water-works Department are feretted out 
from their holes whence they have been emitting all the foul exhalations of 


corruption, ” and exhorts the Town Councillors to exert themselves to remove 
the above complaints. 


The Dnydn Prakash (5) of the 21st June, in alluding to the call made on 
: _. .., the Municipality of Poona to pay a portion of the cost 
ans wd ge ga: aoe of the maintenance of the lock hospital at that station, 
,- paguoorepr gk acim ». Observes that the Contagious Diseases Act was intro- 
pital at that station. duced into Poona in about 1871, and after an attempt 
to bring all the prostitutes of the city under its provi- 
sions, it was decided by the authorities that the Act should be held applicable to 
such of them alone as were accessible to European soldiers. This arrangement 
continued until Sir Richard Temple desired that all prostitutes should be 
brought under the provisions of the Act ; and since then numerous women, who 
donot admit European soldiers, are made to visit the lock hospital, the cost of 
which has increased to about thirteen thousand rupees per annum. Since the 
Act is applied to this city for the benefit of the European soldiers alone; leads 
the poliee to tyrannize over and annoy the poor classes ; makes the prostitutes 
more shameless than they are; and does not in the opinion of European savants 
check the spread of venerial diseases, the Municipality ought to pay no share of 
the cost of the hospital. Major Moore, who was appointed on special duty, has 
plainly stated that venerial diseases, among the European soldiers at Poona 
have not been, nor are likely to be, checked by this Act. The civil population of 
the city is not therefore likely to be benaiibed by it. 


A correspundent of the Kalpataru (18) of the 20th June states that since 


__ the Municipality of Ind4pur has imposed town duties, 
of the Munitpal Corporation ™most of the dealers have ceased to bring their goods 
of Indépur. . to the market of that town. The result is that the 

once flourishing market is no longer so, and new 
markets have been opened in Nimbgaon, Wangi, Akluj and other surrounding 
villages. Since the Municipal Corporations of some towns were abolished, 
because they ruined the trade of those towns, is it not right to abolish the 
Municipality of Ind4pur for having produced a similar result ? Again, there is 
a Government order that the municipalities whose income does not come up to 
rupees two thousand per annum should be closed. Why then is the Municipality 
of Indépur, whose annual income is rupees thirteen hundred only, not abolished ? 
If Government consider these questions properly they will arrive at no other 
conclusion than that it should be put an end to at once. 


The Bombay Saméchér, (49) of the 22nd June once more observes that the 
Dtennintediis a new drains will not work satisfactorily. Night-soil 
ans the nce with the POoSssesses the property of sticking to a surface and 
new drains. drying soon. It is very hard to displace it after it 
_ has once dried which it is hkely to do. Once stuck 

to a surface no quantity of water will be able to wash it off. But even granting 
that a good flow of water will carry it away, there is not sufficient water in 
Bombay to do it. The Vehar and the Tulsi lakes together cannot supply sufficient 
water for the ordinary uses of the population, and, therefore, cannot be expected 
to furnish any appreciable quantity to keep the drains in a working condition. 
in, €ven supposing that a sufficient supply will be found, the people will not 

use it with due care to keep the drains clean. Under these circumstances it is 


not discreet to connect the privies with the drains, which may be well used for 


carrying away the waste water only. The connection of the privies with the 
rains will in all likelihood give rise to some epidemic. 
oN P 26—6 Loon 175] 
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The Indvan Spectator (1) of the 20th June complains that the G. I. P. % 
7s | Railway Company very frequently do not provide. . - 
Complains that adequate adequate accommodation for the third class passen- | e .. 
og gee —— cs 4608S, many of whom are left at several stations, after CO) 
Saipan of a's. p. having duly paid their fare, to await the arrival of =. —- 7 


Railway, &c. subsequent trains. Had the natives not been patient ==§8 —~= cr 
' under such trials as these, the Company would have 2 ee 
had to pay a large amount of og! in the shape of s. However, it a 
does not behove the Company the less to remove this standing grievance at a i 
once. The Company have also employed on the Poona line several Eurasian els 
lads, on good salaries, who treat the native passengers with superciliousness. nn 
There is no good reason why they alone should be employed, and not the 
natives, who can be engaged for less pay and do their work as efficiently as the 
Eurasians do. | : ) 
The Guardt Mitra (45) of the 20th June states that on the night of the a ane 
15th instant two firemen of a goods train of the B. B. a 
Alleges that the B. B. and &(C.1. Railway slept on the rails at the Anand Station, = § 


C. I. Railway exacts unreason- ‘ : 
oli biiity sora: frome delivery, and were run over by another train. One of them 


‘ng, died instantly, and the other has been seriously hurt. age 
—n nee ee Fe in bellaved ak Gis ind baud io ho petals at a a 
, heavy work which is exacted from drivers, firemen and guards. The first two ae 


are made to work for twenty-five to forty hours, and the last for fifteen to ae 
twenty hours at a time. ‘The consequence of this over exertion is that they — 
cannot do their work carefully and commit serious blunders. It behoves — 
Government, therefore, to lay down a rule as to the amount of work to be a 
exacted from railway servants, and to obtain compensation for the families of an 
the deceased firemen, if it be proved that they were made to do unreasonably aa 
heavy work. a 

Native States. | a 

A correspondent of the Samsher Bahddur (58) of the 18th June, but received | 3 + 


ae i 5. a - es om on office of ~ Thanedér 
gpa tae FRc of Bhoiké is located in a building situated in a piece — 
 esring the Thanedar of Of waste land, and no room is ee apart for aaiiee . an 
- and their pleaders to sit in until their turn comes to 3 
appear before him. They have, therefore, to wait in an open place exposed to 
the sun in the fair season and to the rain in the monsoons. A sanadi Vakil of fas 
Limbdi went into the yard of the office, and, thereupon, a peon questioned him re 
as to “~y he came in without first obtaining the permission of the Thdnedér to Re ee 
doso. Persons desirous to present petitions to this officer cannot get access to 
him soon. Captain Nutt, the Assistant Political Agent in charge of Jhdléwér, 
is requested to remove the above complaints. 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, | a CF 
Assistant Reporter on the Native Press. 2 ae : 
New Secretariat, Bombay, “F 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
29th June 1880. 
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the name. . 
of the Newspapers chars © hate. not given 
| jeound, Jn these cases, an estimate has been made by the Reporter. 


& - : ; "Notes —'The varioys notices haye been collected under different heads, which ; are printed in italics. 
pers are printed in ‘alow and the number of the ‘Newspaper in the list at the 


sndormninlo as to the number of copies 


condemns the ad- for declaring the Afghan war, ing the hea 
ministration of Lord expenses of that war to India, passing the Verna- 
_ @ular Press Act, repealing a portion of the import 
duties on cotton , increasing the salt-tax, violating the solemn promises 


government © their.country. He committed several other acts of an ually 
unstatesmanlike character. He has bequeathed many woes which it would be 


disloyalty and sedition, - He tried to curtail the powers of the Indian High 
Courts. Under his administration ‘‘ abuses have been allowed to multiply, 
erying evils have not been hunted down, a wretched poverty-stricken peasan- 


: ost. appalling tyranny, a reign of lawless law and violent contradictions. 
Words vans solemnly uttered only to be forgotten. Promises were made only 
to be broken.” ss : 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 22nd June opens with the following para. :— 
) “The Russians are coming, they are coming they say 
Makes remarks on the’ in a very short time to India. When they saw they 
. hago en bee ciently wearied and exhausted the English in 
46m | =e Afghanistan, and that they have now been sufficiently 
weakened, the Russians want to get at them. This has caused great alarm. 
The Chinese war with Russia will unhinge all the hopes of peace. Russia has 
been threatening us long, and we hope tins-all does not turn out to be the tale 
of the Shepherd Boy. But the English Government is too cautious and will 
not go to sleep. But at any rate events have to a certain extent spread feelings 
of alarm.” . eS : 7 
The same, jn alluding to the war which has broken out between Russia 
and China, concludes the notice with the following 
Suspects that Abdul Rahman observations: —“‘ The opening of hostilities with China 
tg, oar Sa already begun to operate upon the movements of 
Abdul Rahman, and this confirms the report that 
Abdul Rahman js acting under Russian influence. ‘lhe scisiaidintaas of a 
contemporary even goes the length of ascertaining that. Abdul Rahman crossed 
the Oxus at the direct connivance of Ryssig. If, theréfore, Abdul Rahman is 
only a tool in the hands of Russia, and this we need not doubt, if the report of a 
Russian Agent accompanying him is to be believed, we ask was the Afghan 
war undertaken only to further the interests of Russia? The responsible 
authorities will only be in a fix to answer.” 


The same, in commenting upon the Educational Despatch of 1854, observes 

fs that the tenor of the despatch is to encourage Mission- 
Edna nay marks on the ary labor in India, and as an indirect means to 
pepe ne 2a me carry out this object, the despatch has provided for 
grants-in-aid to Missionary’ Schools. After quoting the opinions of Lord 
Ellenborough and Sir R. Cler , condemning the policy of encouraging Mission- 
ary lahor, the Star observes ‘that the whole drift of the despatch, which the 
Marguis of Ripon wishes to stick to, is encouragement of ean tir Lia ools, 
pil good, 


and since such encouragement is calculated to work more mischief 
we hope Lord Ripon, in the interests of Empire, gives up all plan of pinning his 
faith to the opinions of interested parties, in whom self-interest predominates, 
and who, therefore, may he said to he blinded to the interests of the Empire.” 
The Indu Prakdésh (3) of the 28th June, in alluding to the re-introduction. 
~ of the Contagious Diseases Act into Bombay: from Ist 
September next, observes that this law was one 
before hrought into force, but as.it was found that it 
had caused much oppression, Government were 
obliged to suspend its operation. It appears from the 


Disapproves of thé re-in- 
troduction of the Contagious 


/ 


ee 


ree ee ere 


law 


the subject that @ similar law is in force in the civilized countries 
ir Ric 


gubject, the authorities would give up their intention to re-introduce the Act. 
The Doctor observes that some diseases such as miscarriage, barrenness, and 
leprosy have become hereditary in some families from the unchecked dissemin- 
ation of the venerial diseases. But this argument may be answered by the 
remark that very few families suffer from the diseases mentioned by him. That 
the progeny of the natives of India is weaker than that of Europeans is not justly 
attributable to the unchecked spread of the venerial diseases among the former. 
Its real cause is their poverty-stricken condition. There is no guarantee 
that after a prostitute is once cured of a venerial disease, she will not catch it 
again from the man who visits her, and will not communicate it to other men 
in the interval which must elapse before she is next examined and cured. 
Again, Government will have to make some provision for maintaining the children 
of prostitutes during the time their mothers are confined in the lock hospital. 
For these reasons Government should not revive the Act, but if they are deter- 
mined to bring it into force, it is hoped that some arrangement like the one 
mentioned below will be made. All the prostitutes should be compelled to 
reside in a particular quarter of the city, and the lock hospital should be opened 
in its close neighbourhood. - The Doctor should examine every intending visitor 
and should permit such persons only to visit them as do not saffer from a 
venerial disease. Under this arrangement persons of confirmedly loose character 
only will go about whoring, contagious diseases will be checked, and public 
morals will improve. : | 
A correspondent of the same complains that at Mdlvan and in the sur- 
. ‘rounding country the rustics who go to the town 


Co a that forced market are fo to do the work of coolies whenever 
oe ~h — a luggage of some of the Government officials is to 


be removed from one place to another. The profes- 
sional labourers in the-towns are ever ready to work if they are paid handsomely, 
and yet the poor farmers are forced to work for nothing. If this is not slavery, 
which the British Government so justly abhors, what can it be P 


The Suryodaya (6) of the 28th June observes that sometimes the unneces- 


: interference of the Political officers at native 
tail de rermment to cur” courts with the internal administration of the States 
eihinin eh enting cade, creates misunderstanding between the Princes and 


the paramount Government. The Princes are ignorant - 


of the existing state of things, and consequently the Political officers generally 
succeed in Proving the complaints made by ail against those Princes, and the 
States are thereby ruined. The Naw4b of Oude was, it is said, deposed and 
Malhérréo Gdekwid met with misfortunes for the same reason. 
instances may be added. Cashmere was threatened a few days ago with a similar 
fate through the unn interference of Mr. Henvey, the Political Officer at 
the Court of Shrinagar. r giving a hogs octeaet from the Times of India of 
the 30th May last, in which it is shown that the alleged incident that some 
famine-stricken persons were drowned at Cashmere, was an invention of some 
enemies of the Police maepenten Genera] of that State, the Suryodaya censures 
the Politieal Officer for believing the story related to him by a convict and for 
steps in the matter, and prays the British Government to curtail the 
powers with which Political officers at native courts are vested, so that such 
pag bd misunderstanding may not arise between the paramount Government 
e , 


Many other 


Native Princes. 

The Jagan Mitra (14) of the 28th June is glad to hear that it is Proposed 
ie ate te ae to abolish the office of the — of Kolhépur, 
Political Suprirenace «2 and to appoint in his place a Political Superintendent, 

| 18 to ° : 
be appointed at Kolhapur, Who is to work under the control of the Collector of 
Belgaum. The Mitra observes that an appeal lies to 
2NP3—7 [con 181) | | : 
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the Bombay Government against the decisions of the Political Agent, but little: 
attention is paid to:the appeals, and most'of his decisions are confirmed. The 
result.is that the appellants are dissatisfied with the decisions of Government. 


It isthe misfortune of the people of this State that though it has been under the — 
control of the Political Agent for several years past, yet its administration is 


not conducted in the same way as the territory under the direct sway of the 
British Government. Some years ago there was a Political Superintendent 
at Kolhépur, who was under the control of the Collector of Belgaum ; and 
this arrangement worked satisfactorily. Unless the same system is reverted to, 
the people of the State will never be happy. 


The Shubha Suchak (17) . the 18th June re > Fangio vs pon scam 
t the appointments of Sub-Ju under the 

Brags" wae gered Ryots’ Relief Act need not have been made so soon. 
the Deccan Ryots’ Relief Act Itis said that since the enactment of this law very 
should not have been made fow guits have been filed, and this report cannot 
een ee be altogether groundless. There is no doubt that the 
Sowkars believe that the Act is antagonistic to their interests, and are averse to 
making advances to the ryots without first taking into their possession the 
mortgaged property. This must have lessened the number of pecuniary 
transactions between the two. Moreover, the aathority given to the Village’ 
Munsiffs to decide cases, in which the amount of claim 1s less than ten rupees, 
may have also contributed to lessen the number of suits. Under these circum- 
stances it would have been better had such of the Magistrates as have not much 
work to do, been made to go oh circuit in the districts, and to decide cases on 
the spot. This arrangement would have to some extent removed the necessity 
of opening new courts. It is also said that Mr. Pollen, the Special Judge, enter- 
tains the same opinion. 

The Dhérwér Writta (25) of the 17th and 24th June does not think that 
Mr. Palliser, the Executive Engineer for Irrigation, 
Finds fault with Mr. Belgaum and Dhérwar, deserves the great praise 
ae 8 work pe the Execu- bestowed on him by a correspondent of the Bombay 
Belesast eal Badewde gaiom Gazette of the 8th June for being active and pains- 

taking in the discharge of his duties. Mr. Palliser 

was transferred to Dhérwir in 1875, and was entrusted, till the end of 1876, 
with the work of iring tanks. In 1877 famine a gn and then the 
Desdi’s tank at Dambal, the Medleri tank and the Gokd4k canal were com- 
menced. .But the plans and estimates for those works were prepared before his 
appointment, and he had a large establishment under him. He does not 
therefore deserve much credit in regard tothem. The work of repairing the 
Médnwikop tank was commenced before his arrival at Dhérwdr, but is not yet 
finished. The sum of about seventeen thousand rupees spent upon it, is said to 
be a waste of money, and it is rumoured that the Revenue officers are maki 
secret enquiries in connection with the tank. He used to visit the tank once a 
week, and yet the abovementioned result has followed. Moreover, not even 
one of the three abovementioned works is completed and brought into use. 
Last year Sir Richard Temple visited um, and, at the request of the 
Municipality of that town, directed him to draw up a scheme for supplying it 
with water; but nothing is known as to his having prepared the requisite plans 
and estimates, He did not treat his subordinates well, as those whom he 
condemned as unfit have been found by other officers to be quite competent. 


The same of the 17th June observes that the Collector of Dhérwér has 
Cacia Sorte yaent ne of the Kaérkun SS: Senet 
| a Karkun’s acheri, who drew ru irty-five 

= — =p Tike month, and who has been recently pemnaotad. to another 

toa University graduate -«- KArkun of the same department ; but how did the Com- 

| ee missioner, S. D., sanction the arena in spite of 
the Government order, that places of pred’ bake rupees should be reserved for 
University graduates ? The arrangement mes the more objectionable, since 
the Phcenenees of another person than a graduate to a thirty-five rupees’ place 
in the Bidi Téluka Kacheri, was recently cancelled by the Commissioner, who 
insisted also that a graduate should be appointed in the Dhérwér Téluka 


Kacheri. It seems that the Government order is not powerful enough to 
overrule the wishes of the officials. - | 

Nagar Saméchdér (26) of the 26th June, but received on the 29th, 

sh sa i observes that the gh oe ~~ —s of the 

Complains that the Fourth Ahm High School is said to iven to 

poe Seek Ber shin eating his students severely, and some of ‘hein have 


saaty consequently ceased to attend the institution. Last 

‘ Wednesday he beat a student with a cane so severely 

as to leave marks on his person. e latter is said to have shown the marks to 

Mr. Candy, the First Assistant Collector, and to have lodged a complaint 

against the Master. (The Nydya Sindhu (16) of the 28th June observes that 

the Assistant Master is not in the habit of punishing his students severely as 
mentioned by the Samédchér.) 


The Dnydn Sagar (29) of the 28th June has received complaints from 

} several residents of the Kolhdpur District, that they 
Complains that lettersand do not get their letters and ne rs punctually 
newspapers gee received through the post. The postal authorities of the district 
srasey Fx aioe are requested to enquire into the matter and remove 
the complaint. 


The A’rya Warta (82) of the 26th June, but received on the 28th, prays for 

| ig the repeal of the forest law for reasons similar to those 

ao eg pn ee given by the Bombay Samdchdr (49) of the same date, 
and noticed at some length m the last weekly 
summary. The A’rya Warta severely censures Sir Richard Temple for enacting 
the law and for not repealing it even after the protests from the Native Press, 
and the production of evidence that it has inflicted distress on. the poor 
classes. if this law had not been enacted, the persons who followed Wdasudew 
Fadke and created disturbances in the Deccan would not have joined him. It 
is strange that no attention has been paid to the statements made by Hari 
Rémoshi at his trial in the Sessions Court. Sir Richard has met with his deserts 
for the hard-heartedness he showed in this matter. It is, however, gratify- 
ing to find that since his departure to England severe punishments are not 
inflicted for offences against the forest law, as was done during his 
administration. conclusion, the A’rya Warta hopes that the Liberal Gov- 
ernment, whom the poverty-stricken people of India look to for the abatement of 


rs 2 grievances and the improvement of their condition, will not fail to repeal 
e law. : 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 27th June has heard that the pay of the 

: Taldtis of the Broach District has been withheld, as 

Observes that the Collector the ryots have delayed to make boundary marks to 

nae rir hag Sg their fields according to the recent orders. If this 

Liu report be true, observes the Mitra, the Collector has 

not done right in punishing the Talatis, since the 

farmers have had no leisure as yet to dig out the stems of the cotton plant, and 

could not, therefore, find time to make the boundary marks. The former do 

not, moreover, possess any authority to fine or imprison the ryots,in order to 

compel them to do the work at once. If the Taldtis are y guilty of =~ 
fault they should be fined, but their whole pay should not be withheld » 28 it wi 

be difficult for them to maintain themselves until they get it. The attention 

of the Commissioner N. D. and the Collector is requested to this subject. 


The same has heard that about ten thousand bags of grain are lying at the 
| Unjha Station of the Rajputéna State Railway for 


Complains that the Raj - conveyance to other stations. There are not sufficient 
to cary al ta wray, is wable waggons, and goods are sometimes d ed by 


nger trains. The railway authorities have some- 
times plainly stated that they cannot receive more 
goods. The authorities of the railway station at Ahm are said to have one 


_ day closed the station and to have told the dealers that they were unable to 
receive more 


. these reports be true, Government must either supply a 
sufficient number of waggons to the railway, or notify that the railway oh not 
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ive any goods for transmission, but will passengers - Some of the 
estas bvthig thle goods in country carts to Ahmedabed fone Wisnagar and 
Mesiné on account of the abovementioned shortcoming of the railway. It will 
be well if the ment of this line is made over to the authorities of the 
B. B. and ©. I. Railway, as they will, it is expected, soon remove the difficulty. 
The same observes that Sir Richard Temple’s Government has ruled that 

: a University graduate, wishing to be employed in the 

Complains that the rules for Revenue Department, should be first employed as a 


vied a soa the comand serpent > ay pect 
-, the Reven salary of rupees thirty-five, and shoul promo 
ae sicittly carciad out. to the first Karkun’s post in the same office after one 


aeeguats year’s service. The meaning of this rule is that 
whenever the abovementioned places are vacant, they should be reserved for 
graduates. But some Collectors fill up the vacancies by appointing to them 
Kirkuns who receive a smaller salary, and dispose of their places by giving 
promotion by grades until the last pee is vacant. For instance, the post of 
the firs; Kérkun in the Téluka Kacheri of Viramgaum in the Ahmedabad 
District fell vacant twice during the last four months, and ought to have been 
reserved fora graduate. But it was filled up, and the post of first Kirkun to 
the Mahdlkari of Mords4, worth rupees thirty, was so reserved. This arrange- 
ment seems to have been made through a mistake on the part of the Collector, 
since a graduate already in the service as a treasurer cannot well take up a 
post, the salary of which is less than what he receives. It is, therefore, hoped 
that if it be an error, the Collector will be pleased. to correct it. 


The same and some other papers of this week make, on the case of indecent 
| attack said to have been made by a Mr. Sargeant on 
Makes remarks on the g Parsi ladi travelling on the G. I. P. Railway, 
ay pyre e attack ae remarks similar to those made by the Bombay 
= — Samdchdér (49) of the 23rd June, and noticed at some 
Zi length in the last weekly summary. 


The Bombay Chronicle (48) of the 27th June, in noticing the statement 


| made by the Government of India, that the old tanks 
Requests Government to ofthe Ajmere and Mairwara irrigation works were 
ag a mee gh Bt ' remunerative, while they were managed by the 
Tahashils, but have not been so since their manage- 
Works Department. > P > 
ment has gone into the hands of the Public Works 
Department, observes that it has previously shown that the establishments 
employed by the latter department receive exorbitant salaries and the projects 
it brings forward are costly, and hence the works executed by it do not realize 
the interest of the large sums spent upon them. This condition of the Public 
Works acts-as a check upon their increase, and the ryots and the State are not 
duly benefited. It behoves the authorities, therefore, to make every effort to 
reform this important department of the administration, | 


The Bombay Samdchdr (49) of the 30th June observes that most people 
complain that the new forest law has destroyed the 
Plier noms boy the new means of livelihood of poor people, and recommend 
at onde. oe ae that it ought to he repealed at once; but the Bombay 
Gazette tries to show that it is very advantageous to 
the country, and recommends that it should not he touched. The Gazette remarks 
that it is highly desirable that the forest conservancy should be well attended 
to. Nobody ew the desirability of doing this if there be need for it. But 
everyhody requires that the forests should be preserved without inflicting 
on poor people. The new forest law has not succeeded in achieving 
this result, and it is on this account that it is so much detested. The Gazette 
disbelieves that the law has caused distress to the people, but does not give 
aly reasons for the dishelief. ‘Those who disapprove of the law have, however, 
furnished many instances of the distress. Phe Gazette also states that tho 
Government of America have experienced the disadvantages of not attending 
to the forest conservancy of that country, and will shortly adopt strict measures 
in this matter. But this ~ beag-a is not to the point. Even if they pass a 
elr 


law for the conservancy of their forests it will not he so annoying to the poor 


Ninth 


as the law of this Presidency has been. It is therefore hoped that His Excellency 
the Governor will not adopt the recommendation made by the Gazette. 


The same of the Ist July, in alluding to the annual Conference of the 
a iy K4rbhéris of the different States of Kathidwdr held by 
Recommends at mopor., the Political Agent of that province to decide ques- 
i tions relating to the Educational fund and the Trunk 


well, therefore, if other important questions relating to 
these States, such as robbery of the post, opium, salt, railway, police, disputes 
between any two States, &c., are brought before the same assembly, and their 
decisions are made binding upon the parties concerned. This arrangement is 
sure to become advantageous to Government as well as to the Native States. 


The same of the 3rd July observes that the Secretary of State for India 
- : has instructed the Indian authorities to bring into 
ee ie —- force the -repealed Cotton Frauds’ Act in a form 


Frauds’ Act. different from the one in which it existed, and it will 
shortly appear in its new garb. The only alteration 
will be that the duties disc y the late Cotton Fraud’s Department will 


be entrusted to the Customs Department. Thus the annoyance experienced 
by the cotton dealers from the late Cotton Frauds’ Act will be revived, and 
the only benefit will be that a small reduction will be made in the State 
expenditure. But the —— is why is a hinderance raised to the cotton 
trade only ? Many articles are exported from India, and there is no law other 
than the Penal e to prevent frauds being committed in them. It 1s as 
much the interest of the cotton merchants as of the dealers in other articles to 
prevent fraud, and they should not, therefore, be interfered with. The originators 
of the Cotton Frauds’ Act were the cotton manufacturers of Manchester, but 
they themselves make use of a great deal of China clay in manufacturing their 
cloth, the demand for which has considerably lessened on account of this fraud ; 
but it has never d6ccurred to the present Secretary of State for India nor to his 
predecessors in office to check the adulteration. Besides cloth, many English 
goods and even articles of human food and drink are adulterated, but there is 
no special law to prohibit the frauds, apparently for the reason that Englishmen 
do not like Government to interfere with trade unnecessarily, as dishonesty in 
trade soon meets with its deserts. If the Indian authorities leave the trade of 
this country unshackled, there is no fear of its suffering from the absence of 
Government interference. : 
The Jame Jamsed (50) of the 30th June observes that the tricks which 
Russia is said to have played with Afghanistan, and 
1p livia ho Magi Press which misled the late Sher. Alli to declare war with 
aboot Tal whine Por the British Government, raise the supposition that 
Russia has an eye on India. But as the latter 


peared in the Moscow Ga 
ay } a large military force, has strong natural 
frontiers and is ap 


proached by difficult roads only, she despises any intention 
. on the part of Russia to invade her. However, since the foe is powerful, it 
behoves India to be evér on the alert and to closely watch his movements. 
Russia has begun to instruct her army in Indian affairs and Indian 
and it was said at one time that Russian spies were in the country. The. 
Moscow Gazette has, it seems, a correspondent at Calcutta, who has supplied to 
that paper false information that the people of India are very meok.and that the 
Government ize over them, cad kare imposed such heavy taxes that they 
are and are ready to raise a rebellion. The object of this false 


disaffi report 
is apparently to create an ul-feeling ageiont England. It, therefore, behoves 
the English Press to contradict the ood at once. | | 
The Rast Goftér (52) of the 27th June, in alluding to the re-introduction 
ee a ra of the Contagious Diseases Act into Bombay from Ist 
duction of the Cnntipions September next, observes that this law is condemned 
Diseases Act into Bombay. not only by nents Boe in this country, but 
| those m Europe also. e e of Bomba 
have ney . a1 = pe 3 peop’ . of 
er asked for it, and a petition got up under the leadership of su 
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ae as the Lord Bishop, Professor Wordsworth, and Réo Saheb 
Wish Nérdéyan Mandlik, praying for the non-application of the Act, has 
been submitted to Government as well as to the Municipality. The application 
of the law will become more tyrannical and objectionable on account of the 
arrangements made by Government to put it into force. The police is instructed 
to carry out its provisions strictly. The subordinate police officers have been 
vested with high powers which they will exercise over the unfortunate women, 
end the objectionable law has consequently the ——— of an engine of 
oppression. The law proved a failure in Calcutta and Madras, and will become 
an instrument of oppression in Bombay. It behoves the leaders of the people 
therefore to make a protest against the application of the Act, and the Corpor- 
ation to refuse to bear a share of the cost of its enforcement. (The Loka Mitra (56) 
of the same date expresses somewhat similar sentiments. ) 


The Yajddn Parast (54) of the 27th June, in alluding to the report that 
a teal ed ai Pala ont of ee ee recommended ha the 
Observes of State to aboli e Legislative Councils 
——— of tne ey of the Bombay and the Madras Presidencies, observes 
should ae cnilaked that if they are abolished, the duty of enacting laws 
_ for those. Presidencies will devolve on the Supreme 
Legislature ; but this arrangement will not prove beneficial to the people. It 
is both proper and advantageous that a law should be passed for a Presidency 
after the legislators have gained in the Presidency itself a knowledge of its 
wants and desires. It is true that at times the official members of the. Bombay 
Council have overruled the opinions of their non-official fellow Councillors on 
account of the small number of the latter, and have carried out their own views. 
They also made great haste in passing the License-tax Act of 1878 in spite of the 
petition made against the measure by some influential persons. Their conduct 
was condemned by the people, who considered the Council as a mere farce 
and desired its abolition. Again, an official member is sometimes obliged to vote 
in favor of a measure against his own conscience, simply because Government 
wish that it should be enacted. An instance of this kind occurred at the 
poseing of the Cotton Fraud’s Amendment Act of 1877. Though the Honourable 
r. Rogers disapproved of the measure, he gave his vote in its support. These 
defects of the Council should be removed, but the institution itself should not 
be abolished. ‘The cost incurred on its account may also, if required, be 
curtailed. 
The Broach Samdchér (68) ofthe 23rd June, but received on the 26th, 
Sinn tae ives great credit - —_ Sdéheb erg brags * the denise 
fp ae nspector of Broach, for increasing the efficiency o 
pores Re the police of that town in detecting robberies, but 
observes that it is complained that the policemen, 
particularly those.of the Wejalpor quarter, torture accused persons to extoit 
confessions from them. It behoves the Inspector, therefore, to ascertain 
whether there is any truth in this complaint, and to remove it if true. 


The same has heard that one day last week some policemen beat some 
Bhils in the police station of Wejalpor in the town 

Pes the Police Inspec- of Broach, and the latter cried aloud with pain. The 
‘aiatheas se Keon tte Wife of one of the accused persons could not bear to 
Weijalpor ph beat some near the cries of her husband, and, therefore, tried to 
Bhil prisoners last week. effect a forcible entry into the station. A policeman 
| kicked her out and beat her severely. A Parsi 


gentieman, who was passing by, threatened that he would bear witness to 


he ill-treatment, and saved the unfortunate woman from further beating. It 
behoves the Police Inspector to enquire into the truth of this report. 


‘TheWidyd Mitra (73) for the months of May and June last is glad that at last 

_ the public opinion of England, which had been dazzled 

Psa ay Conservative by the imperialistic policy of Lord Beaconsfield’s 
| Government, has been able to see that that policy was 
re ee to the good name and interests of the country. His Lordship’s adminis- 
seca befitted the arbi Government of Russia more than the constitutional 
vernment of England. e Conservative party has been always more partial 
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10 
to the interests of the Government than to those of the people, ever ready to 


ndergo large expenses for the sake of imperialistic grandeur, and always pre- 

A to run into wars which might have been avoided by using tthe 
ight. His Lordship’s Government was a failure in the end, simply because 

his policy was wilful imperialism. The Mitra then enters into details, and in 
strong terms denounces the attitude and conduct Pai gray in the Eastern 
eee: and expresses approval of the policy ad by Mr. Gladstone in 


matter. 
Municipalities. — 


A correspondent of the Jagan Mitra (14) of the 28th June is grateful 
to Mr. A. T. Crawford for his numerous Municipal 
Requests the Municipality reforms while he was Collector of the Ratn 


- dgiri 
pater yy a District, but observes that there is no macadamized 


road from the Méndvi or the Customs House of that 
oe town to the edge of the sea-shore. It is cruel to 
make the bullocks pull heavily through the loose sandy soil. It behoves 


the Municipality, therefore, to make a road at this spot in order to lessen the 
suffering of the dumb animals. ) . 


The Shiwdji (27)- of the 25th June, but received on the 28th, is glad that 
of the refasalof ‘© Municipality of Poona has refused to pay a 

proves . : 2 
the Poona Municipality to portion of the e for the maintenance of the 
bear a portion of the cost of lock hospital at that station. The reasons given 
the lock hospital at that for the approval of the refusal are similar to those 


ugh ’ advanced by the Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 21st idem, 
and noticed at some length in the last weekly summary. 


Railways. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 27th June observes that the third and fourth 
class passengers of the G.I. P. Railway are its best 
Describes the indifference customers, and the Company ought to devote parti- 
of the G. 1 P. Hailway cularattention tomaking them comfortable, but nothing 
authorities to the comfort of 2s “er ; 
the third and fourth class Of the kind isdone. There is insufficient accommoda- 
passengers. tion and the carriages are sometimes over-crowded. 
No urinaries are attached to them, and as they are 
locked from outside, the passengegs are prevented from getting down at the 
stations on the lines, even if there be sufficient time to } so. The work of 
examining tickets at several stations was formerly performed by natives who 
were paid about twenty rupees each. The same work is now done by Eurasian 
lads who receive more than forty-five rupees each, and who treat the passengers 
with superciliousness. The waiting-rooms set apart for this class of passengers 
provide insufficient accommodation. It is said that the Company gives contracts 
for the right to sell.fruit and other eatables at the several stations, and realizes 
a good sum of money ; but the passengers get those things dear, and are not’ 
allowed to get down at most stations to drink water. The system of putting 
the third class passengers travelling between Poona and Bombay into brake vans 
during a portion of the journey was highly inconvenient to them and injurious 
to their health; but it has been recently discontinued in consequence of the 
loud complaint raised against it by the Press. ‘The meconveniences which 


passengers are put to at the Poona station are too many to relate. There is 
insufficient accommodation in the waiting-room, and many suffer in the 
eral rush made to the ticket-window to secure tickets. Female passengers 
i not venture to go into this crowd to secure tickets. The Company should 
thie, appointed two men to issue tickets at two different places in order to save 
annoyance, but it has not doneso. The passen both males and females, 
th =r Sg railing, where they have 


eee ee 


11 
left behind to await the starting of the next train, though they have duly paid 


their fare. This ent sometimes leads to some members of a famil 
elas loft behind, and hence those who 


go forward suffer much inconvenience 

and annoyance. The third train arrives at Bombay at midnight, and the 
gers suffer much vexation before they feel comfortable for the night. 

The above grievances have been several times brought to the notice of the 
railway authorities and the Government officials, but no redress has been 
received. In conclusion, the Opinion prays their Excellencies the Governor 
and the Viceroy te send some officer to travel incognito by one of the third class 
carriages at the Poona station, and to ascertain the truth of the above complaints. 
(The Suryodaya (6) of the 28th Jpne repeats some of the above grievances, and 
prays for 


The Gujardét Mitra (45) of the 27th June observes that there is a good deal 


of nger traffic at the Bulsér Station of the B. B. 

the B. B. &. C. I. pe G. I. Railway. Close to the station yard are the 

_ Railway Company to build shed for the locomotive engines and a coal depét, 
= ~._- @nd at the end of the southern platform of the station 
2 the public are allowed to pass over the line without 

any hinderanee such asa gate or a “tgs At short intervals the engines go 
into and out of the engine-shed, and hence there is a probability of.a serious 
accident happening at this part of the thoroughfare. It behoves the Railway 
Company, therefore, either to post a gateman or to build an overbridge at this 


spot for the safety of the public, 
The Jéme Jamsed (50) of the 28th June observes that though there was this 


- he aoe year some improvement in trade and commerce, yet 
Fg . a ote. it seems from the traffic return of the G. I. P. Railway, 
Eley Sending the 24th April last, that the Company has 


earned in the last five months, in which the trade was - 


as brisk as usual, an income less than what it earned in the preceding year. 
The reduction still continues, and there is little hope of any improvement 
taking place soon. The cause of this loss appears to be that the ordinary 
bullock carts have entered into competition with the railway, and large quanti- 
ties of goods are carried by them over the ghdts. The rivalry may he 


attributed to the heavy rates charged by the railway for the conveyance of 


. A few years ago Mr. Danvers, the Director General of the Indian 

nteed Railways, visited this country, and recommended that the traffic rates 
should be reduced. On adopting his recommendation there was an improvement 
in the traffic until recently. During the famine numerous cattle died, and the 
traffic was almost exclusively monopolized by the railway. The bullock carts 
have again entered into competition with it, and this shows that the railway 
traffic rates are still heavy. The railway authorities will probably say that the 
rates are already so low that no further reduction can be conveniently made in 
them. But no weight ought to be given to their assertion, since no railway 
ever reduces its charges unless it is compelled by competition to do so, and if it 
cannot well make the reduction, there must be something wrong in -its manage- 


ment. (The Bombay Chronicle (48) of the 27th June expresses somewhat 
similar sentiments. ) | 


ATMARAM Y. PATKER, 
Assistant Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
6th July 1880. 
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~ Notes.—The various ‘notices have been collected under different heads, which are printed i in italics. 
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beginning qf the a e report | ee te a “ ' tor aoe 


of the Newspapers ‘marked ° have ‘not given’ information ag to the number of gopies 
lise tasehitn optzate bas tens taide by Ceo Nepean. Fee 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 4th July says that ‘‘ If Prince Bismarck 
Complains of the mane f another time he forces the Falk laws on an unwi 
Spb eal populace, at a third time laysan embargo on trade b 
sie prohibitive duties; in fact governs the Se 
the hammer of Thor in one hand and the axe of Odin in the other, the observer 
will not be slow to find parallel instances of such arbitrary power exercised 
by an Indian Viceroy. He may observe a Governor General overriding his 
Sopreme Legislative Council by passing an odious Vernacular Press Act within 
_ the short space of two hours of its first reading, enhancing a duty by one stroke 

of his pen cent. per cent. on a necessary of life, summarily depriving the highest 

~ courts of their legitimate jurisdiction—in fact governing the country very much 
after the fashion of the autoerats of Europe, ess of those serious con- 
sequenees which now and then overtake such despotic potentates. He will find 
that the Government seldom leaves the people to themselves. It must needs 
Jook after their interests and watch their welfare with even more than paternal 
solicitude. ‘The commonest affairs of their daily-life must be regulated even 
as the great colossus of blood and iron regulates those of the Germans.” 


The same says “ Thus the privileges of self-government are niggardl 

| ¢ _ accorded in fo breath and are so whittled wkd 

ED sodeogeel po aauray 4g Pos 7, narrowed > another, pa a gue of that, 
ir at least, in the more civilized and progressive 
en Presidency towns, Municipal institutions better 
not exist. The State reserves to itself so many powers of interference and 
annoyance of worry and trouble, that if the Municipalities at all work under 
such disadvantages, it is entirely owing to an animated public spirit among the 
citizens. ‘ Bludgeon’ clauses of a most vexatious character are introduced, 
which might at any moment be put into effect and paralyze their action. Each 
Presidency: will be able to show on its statute book no insignificant number 
of acts, supposed to have been passed for the welfare of the people, but in reality 
for tightening the hold of Government on the people and repressing their 
nascent aspirations. It would indeed be impossible to point out elsewhere a model 
of the sort of paternal or ‘ Ma-bap’ Government which exists in British India. 
Look at the License-tax Act which has exempted the official and professional 
classes from its operations ; the Irrigation Act which has hung like a mill-stone 
round the neck of an impoverished peasantry in varioys parts of the country ; 
the salt-tax which has sorely added to the miseries of thousands of people 
already ground down. Have not all these Acts been ostensibly passed with 
the intention of aweliorating the condition of the country and the people? 
But is there a doubt of their excessive harshness in their practical working? 
These are only partly iniquitous. The Revenue Jurisdiction Act is a sample of 
the thorough iniquity of the ‘Ma-bap’ Government. The State proclaims that 
in the eye of law all are equal—from the peasant to the highest officer in the 
Jand. Nay, the State itself ought to abide by the decisions of the law. But 
what has happened in practice ? ‘The moment that in some greatland revenye 
or abk4ri case the highest tribunals have justly given a decision against the 
State, the Legislative Department of the Government of India is put into motion 
fo neutralise the judgment of the court. Cases of a nature which have been 
adversely decided are forthwith placed by arbitrary legislation without the pale 
of the jurisdiction ot ordinary courts.” | 


The same says that ‘The Bill to exempt military servants of the Govern- 
Complains of the proposed ent and the property of the Government from taxa- 
Bill to exempt Government tion introdaced in the Coyncil during the last days 
Nien) Tom Municipal tax- of the Viceroyalty of Lord Lytton is so fraught with 


_ _ evil consequences, and so disereditably mean in its. 
Gpltet that the sooner Lord Ripon, for his own reputation and that of his 
.. vernment, withdraws it, the better, The injustice of the proposed measure 

48 80 Obviously fi 


t that naturally enough the Mr ni¢ipalities of the three 


ve lost no time in meworializing the Government against 


Presidency towns 


. aa. 


at one time overawes the Imperial Parliament, at 
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;ts introduction—a course which would lower its character for honesty and tend 
to shake the confidence of the people in the equity of itsrule. The Act is, no 
doubt, the natural outcome of a Government that has worked upon the inno- 
cence of a vast public, both here and in England, by the mismanagement of its 
fi As the drowning man catches at straw, so the Government, desperate 
with a deficit of four millions and upwards staring it in the face, catches at a 
few paltry lacshere and there, as if such pickings and savings could go-to 
‘ yeduce or to wipe off the heavy deficit. The aim of all legislation is to palli 
the evils of society. Can the Government of India point out what evils have 
arisen to necessitate passing this selfish measure? But it would seem that 
the Government is running apace with legislative measures of a character 
odious to the le at large and unjust in their very nature. The love of 
exercising power has been found to be so universal, that no class of men who 
have possessed authority has been able to avoid abusing it. Unfortunately this 
has been found to be but too true in India. ~ The Government has failed to 
recognise its limits ; and the result is that it has inflicted on its subjects great 
burdens and great injuries.” 


The Jndu Prakdsh (3) of the 5th July complains that while steam-ferries 
are allowed to carry a larger or a smaller number of 
Complains of the injustice- passengers according to their tonnage, a similar 
pa = cee + hese. a a not been —_— in the case of country 
Sandan aly. Graft, which, irrespective of their tonnage, cannot carry 
_ — more than thirty passengers. This is meanifoatly un- 
just to the latter. Even when a vessel can conveniently carry one hundred or 
two hundred passengers, the Magi fines the owner if there is an excess of 
one or two over the sanctioned number. This acts oppressively against the 
owners of country craft, and poor people are precluded from taking advantage of 
the lower rates of passage-money. It is to be hoped that Government will do 
justice by altering the existing regulations. 
A correspondent of the Native Opinion (4) of the 4th July writing from 
= __ Chiphin, in the Ratnagiri Collectorate, speaks in 
criss the Mamledir of enlogistic terms of the new Mimledér Réo Séheb 
. Parshurdém Ball4l Situt for his exertions in securing 
for that town good roads with suitable side drains and for the many other 
Municipal reforms he has introduced to improve the public health. The 


Mémledér is also reported to, have successfully checked the cattle-disease so 
common in the Chiplin Taluka, : 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 8th July, in describing the Right Reverend 
the Lord Bishop of Bombay’s evening party given to 


Urges the necessity of native gentlemen in Poona on the 5th instant, re- 
greater social joices at this hopeful sign of the growing interest — 


intercourse 
= the rulers and the ‘hich some Englishmen have of late begun to take 
- jm coming into closer contact with the natives of this 
eountry. It will incredse-mutual Jove and sympathy, and Englishmen will in 
this way come to know the real wants and wishes of their fellow-subjects much 
better than by any other means. That the natives will only be too glad to 
avail themselves of such opportunities of mixing with Englishmen is obvious 
from the ready response which the gentry of Poona gave to the invitation of 
the Lord Bishop as well as from the suecess which attended two similar social 
enerings held on previous occasions, the one at Surat under the auspices 
w Mr. Birdwood and the other at Ahmednagar under the auspices of Mr. 
edderburn. But unless Englishmen take the initiative, they cannot expect their 
ess-favoured brethren to do much in this direction. Opportunities must be 
— and confidence created. The ad vantage will be mutual—the natives 
: pegin to appreciate the benefits of assoeiating with eivilized people, and 
“es shmen will become acquainted with the real condition as well as the 
cellngs and wishes of those over whom they rule. When Englishmen no 
jpcr Consider it degrading to mix with the natives of this country, then on! 
pis " Present indifference between the two races disappear. The nob 
Pie of the Lord Bishup is worthy of imitation by Europeans in this country. 
2NP10—7 [cox 184] — | 
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_ The same is sorry to learn‘that the place of the Mardthi Translator is to be 
Been ag pore ae Ry It is intended ms “es the Epeepe. of 
_ Somplai eduction the Poona TrainingCollege with the Translator’sduties, 
. oP mado ™® but it is doubtful whether he will be able to do justice 
— to this additional work,'which, if faithfully performed, 


ought to require not less than three hours aday. The interests of Maréthi 


literature will suffer. If reduction in éxpenditure isthe object of this arrange- 
ment, why not do it in other directions and ‘lop off some of the superfluous 
Judgeships of the High Court of Bombay, or the big and sinecure posts of the 
Commanders-in-Chief?” Government thinks of giving relief to the ryots, and 
yet at the same time it creates a new establishment of about five thousand 
rupees per month. It1is high time to protest against this penny-wise and 
pound-foolish policy which effects retrenchments m one department only to 
increase the expenditure in another. If reduction in the Imperial expenditure 
is really desirable, it must be done in the proper direction. If no care be taken 


by Government to remedy this defect soon and “in time” the Prakdsh augurs _ 


no good to the natives of India. 


The Suryodaya (6) of the 5th July says that about two and a half years 
Adc eels to Oe oO Sir John Strachey, then Finance Minister, ex- 


Military Department. ressed his convictions that the sum of seventeen 


res of ru t for Military purposes is a heavy 
item of expenditure in the case of such a poor country as india. The femy 
Commission appointed to inquire into Indian Military finance has moreover 
given its opinion that there is great room for reduction in that department. If 
this suggestion be carried out, there would be no need of retaining the obnoxi- 
ous license-tax levied for the p of providing against famine. If the 
authorities are themselves emrvinesa that reduction is possible in the Military 
Department, and that it is also necessary to have a Famine Insurance Fund, why 
should they not take up the matter in right earnest ? Why saddle poor India 
with unnecessary and vexatious taxation?’ When Sir John expressed himself 
in the above manner the total revenue amounted to 49 krores. Seventeen krores 
out of this sum, or about one-third of the whole, was spent on the army, 
which is exactly the amount realized from the two most important sources of 
Indian revenue—the opium and salt monopolies. With this heavy expenditure 
on the army, can India be reckoned even as a third-rate power among the 
nations? No! Considering the Indian forces alone, it is difficult to assign it 
any place among Military powers; not to mention that it is one of the poorest 
countries on the face of the earth. Canada is, like India, in the possession of 
England and is governed by a Viceroy nominated by the Queen. It is a 
smaller but comparatively richer country than India, and its Military expendi- 
ture does not amount to more than one-twenty-fifth of the revenue. Why this 
great anomaly in the case of two possessions of the same Queen? This is a 
question which it is painful to answer. Belgium, which is threatened on both 
sides by France and Germany, spends only ith of its income for Military pur- 
poses, Spain devotes 3th, Portugal 4th, Austria ith, France 3th, and Germany 
voth. Turkey, which astonished the whole world by the glories it achieved on 
the battle-field three years ago, spends on its army and navy not more than 
oth of its total revenue. That power, with its three krores and seventy-seven 
lacs of Military expenditure, is able to frighten the whole of Europe ; whereas 
India, with its 17 krores devoted to that purpose, is afraid of the savage 
Afghans! It is only England and Russia that are extravagant in their Milita 
expenditure ; but there is nothing to be wondered at in this, as they are both 
aggressive powers, the one keeping up a powerful navy and the other always 
engaged in war. If India be placed in the same category with those countries 
_ of Europe, which are under the necessity of keeping up a large and efficient 
Military force, and its expenses regulated PATE Te 

sufficient for. expenditure on the army. A saving of 8 krores will thus be 
effected, which might be reserved as a Famine Insurance Fund. ‘The Duke of 


Argyle, when he was in India, once said that he was very anxious to see that — 


the public money was not wasted, as the country was so poor. Did he ever 
direct his attention to its extravagant Military expenditure ? | 


, 9 krores would be quite 
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The same says that the Contagious Diseases Act is really intended for the 
a benefit of sailors and soldiers and should not be made 
‘ous Di yon eats applicable to all the public women in the town. It is 
Or ee outrageous to female modesty even in the case of those 
women, and it is extraordinary that such Acts against the liberty of women 
should be passed under the benign sway of Her Imperial Majesty. It is need- 
less to repeat the evil consequences which will t when the working of the 
Act is left in the hands of constables getting <— rupees per month. Are the 
unfortunate women, for whom this Act is intended, so many horses belonging 
to the Commissariat Department which are branded on their backs for recogni- 
tion and public notice? When the Act was first introduced into Bombay, it is 
reported that even the hard hearts of the doctors, who conducted the examina- 
tion of the women, melted into pity. From a financial point of view, the 
expense of keeping up the necessary establishments will have to be borne by 
the Municipal and it will be so much additional burden on the rate-payers 
without any gtrn ik yan J advantage. From no point of view can this 
wee of = Richard Temple be defended as being conducive to the welfare 
of the people. 


The same complains of the Agriculturists’ Act as being destructive of that 
Ooinsbclet Gh thc ais mutual liberty of action between man and man which 
tecistil hak, [or 6 os essential, especially in the case of the im- 
poverished agricultural population of this country. 
Hitherto the ryot could mortgage his land whenever he was under the necessity 
of doing so; but now he has no other recourse but to sell it. He could 
supply himself at any time with new bullocks, ploughs and other implements 
_ at the expense of the Sowkér on the credit of the produce of his land; and the 
latter was eager to help him in time of need, because he was sure of being 
re-paid with interest sooner or Jater. By the new Act all these transactions are 
practically put a stop to. Instead of debarring the ryot from entering into 
negotiations with the Sowkdrs, it would be better if Government were to remove 
his ignorance and to teach him his rights, It is ‘also doubtful whether the deci- 
sions of the arbitration courts will be practically beneficial to him. The means 
of redress should be left in hishands. Up to the present moment the Act has 
had no other effect than the creation of a Special Judge on 2,000 rupees per 
month and his establishment, together with twelve Sub-Judges. 


The Dnydén Chakshu (9) of the 7th July considers it a great hardship that 
aii idles i the owners <i ear cig SNe A 92 were 
= Cantonment limits should have been asked to furnish 
cairate” Centonment Me- them with tiled roofs at this time of the year. The 
case of a butcher is mentioned, who put a new thatch 
to his house but could not comply with the requisition of this order in time 
on account of his poverty. He was not only fined Rs. 2 in consequence by 
Colonel T. E. Briton, the Cantonment Magistrate, but was also ordered to re- 
move the thatch within twenty-four hours. He besought the Magistrate to 
allow him to keep it for the present, as it was raining hard and his children 
would die of cold if they were exposed to it ; but his entreaties were to no pur- 
pose. The Chakshu, therefore, requests the Cantonment Magistrate to relax the 
“ve during the present rainy season, as it is calculated to go very hard against 
© poor. 


The Arunodaya (18) of the 4th July is dissatisfied with the working of the 
mer ve . Forest Law.. The stringency of some of its provisions 
of the the working was somewhat relaxed immediately after the retire- 
orest Law. 
ment of Sir Richard Temple, and from the general 
feeling of the authorities themselves on this subject. there seemed to be every 
probability that the law would not be cunial out as rigorously as was feared 
inthe beginning. But the Arunodaya was induced to revert to this subject 
by the appearance of a long article in a late issue of the Bombay Gazette, cen- 
suring the contemplated relaxation in the execution of the law and urging upon 
the powers that be, not to make any alterations in it, as it was one of the most 
important measures passed by the Temple Government. No one objects to the 
principles of the Forest Law, as the necessity of preserving our forests is.so 
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patent to all; but, what the Arwnodaya objects to, is the cruel and oppressive 
_ manner in which it is made to work. If some of its objectionable clauses 
-_ ‘were removed and certain concessions made, it would be regarded as a blessing - 
instead of a curse. For instance, it has been the immemorial practice of the 7 
ryots.in the Konkan to supply their fields with ash-manure every year, for which 3 
purpose they make use of the neighbouring jungles, and it is necessary to make 4 
a provision in the law to that effect. The universal poverty of the agricultural — “2 
classes in India precludes them from introducing all those refined methods and 
appliances in the cultivation of the soil, which are so common in E ae 
is necessary that they should be able to get cheap timber to enable them to 
build their cottages, and that they should be able to supply themselves with 
‘the leaves of trees which my put together and use as plates, and certain wild 
vegetables and roots which they use as food, when oppressed with hunger. If — 
provision is made in the law to enable the poor and needy ryots to supply 
their wants in these and other particulars without additional expense and 
trouble, there is no reason why it should not give complete satisfaction to all. 
But what can be said of a Government which adopts hasty measures, which, 
however good and beneficial in themselves, prove oppressive in their execution, 
on account of their not being adapted to the circumstances in which the ryots 
are placed. The Arunodaya, therefore, prays Government to modify the pro- - 
visions of the law. ) | 


The same fears from the steady annual increase in the Abkéri returns of 
the Khéndesh Zilla that the use of intoxicating liquors 
an oo an” a Pa is gradually becoming a national vice in India, as the 
paar. ’ use of opium has become in China. A time may 
come, when it will be necessary to endeavour to 
rescue this paages from the vice of drunkenness, just as similar attempts are 
being made on behalf of the Chinese. But who will come to save the people 
of this country from degradation? In the case of the Chinese they have their 
Emperor, who is becoming conscious of the fact that the use of opium by his 
ee tse is calculated to impoverish and to degenerate them.. It is in his hands 
to diminish the consumption of opium in his country by checking the import- 
ation of that commodity. The rulers of this country, however, are kind enough 
to supply the natives with their home-brewed liquors. Will they ever imagine 
that the country is being impoverished thereby? Certainly not. On the 
contrary all the money spent on this account flows to their own home, and the 
liquor traffic may one day be expected to become a fruitful source of income to 
the Indian Government in place of the revenue derived from opium. Who 
therefore, the Arunodaya repeats, will step forward to save this country from 
uttermoral degradation, when the natives have once become confirmed drunkards, 
as they will assuredly do in a very short period under existing circumstances. 
It is a matter for rejoicing that the Weitieh Govesiusans is at present engaged 
in devising measures to put a stop to the immoral opium trade, and it is to be 
hoped that by the will of Providence their attention will be drawn to this other 
equally vicious traffic so injurious to public health and morals. 


The same applauds Mr. Ganesh Wadsudew Joshi for his endeavours to 
Seti aks lace ameliorate the condition of the agricultural classes. 
village schools. © ~~ Government professes to devote a portion of the one- 
anna local cess to the education of the children of 

those classes, but nothing of the kind is practically done. Mr. Joshi is at 
present in communication with Government on this subject. He contends that 
even if the education so imparted should consist of nothing more than reading, 
writing and a little arithmetic, the agricultural population will begin to under- 
stand what Government is doing on their behalf, and will be able to take care 
of their own interests. If one-third of the Local Funds devoted at present to 
educational purposes, should not suffice to meet the charges of village schools, 
Mr. J oshi suggests that one-half should be so used. Under the former Govern- 
ment it was the practice to set apart 7 per cent. of the revenue derived in each 
village for the benefit of the inhabitants of that village, which among other 
7 Pa included the charges for a little school. But itis now understood that 
; vernment has taken upon itself the management of such schools, and instead 

of devoting any portion of the land revenue as of old, has inflicted an additional 


— 
burden in the form of the Local Cess Sol to provide for the. education of — 


the ee me and yet there is no 
that 


| school. It is to be hoped 
vernment will mend their mistake as early as possible. 


The Belgaum Samdchér (15) of the 5th July, in an article on the war be- 
ig ko pete Fe tween Russia and China, regrets that modern Euro 


whole °F civilization should appear to have a tendency to lead 
— a ahead uae to the destruction of life and property. Each nation 


3 - is vying with another in devising more and more 
refined instruments of destruction in the shape of rifles, guns and such like. 
Wars seem to be undertaken without any regard to the principles of political 
morality. ‘The Samdchér feels sure that things have come to such a pass in 
Europe, that a general conflagration may reasonably be expected within the 
next two or three years. : 


The Nydya Sindhu 06) of the 28th ; une rs of the 5th July reviews the 
inistration of Lord Lytton in two long articles. 
3 hi, BE ay the There is no officer on Es “Whole face of the earth 
policy of Lytton. : . : 
_ occupying such a high and responsible post as the 
Viceroy of India. The population of India is about one-fifth of the total 
number of the inhabitants of the globe, and consists of men of diverse races and 
creeds, speaking different languages. No man in the world has such vast powers 
and so many opportunities of anger. a large portion of mankind. It is 
therefore but natural that people should expect great things from so great a 
ruler ; nor did Lord Lytton deceive them in their expectations in the beginning 
of his administration. By his famous Faller Minute he vindicated the majesty 
of the law before which all men stand on an equal footing in matters of civil 
right. This was regarded as an earnest of what might be expected from a ruler, 
who had just sworn to remain loyal to the throne and never to forget justice, 
truth, and his Maker in ruling over his subjects. The news, however, was soon 


received from England that Her Majesty intended to assume the title of 


Empress of India, and it was resolved that the Viceroy should proclaim this fact 
at Delhi before the assembled Princes, Chiefs and Nobles of India. It is 
needless to describe the grand Darbar that was held on that occasion, as it is so 
fresh in everybody’s memory. Whether it was that the sight of that scene: 


impossible to be seen in Europe or elsewhere, and the honour done to His 
_ Lordship as the representative of Her Imperial Majesty by the assembled 


Princes, Chiefs and Nobles, the highest European and native officers, and the 
representatives of foreign nations, whether all theseinfluencescontributed to evoke 
that sense of pride and self-importance which is sure to arise in the human breast 
under similar circumstances, or whether it was that people had had no opportunties 
of perceiving of what metal His Lordship was made; one fact is certain that thence- 
forth he assumed the purple and his policy was attended with evil consequences. 
In accordance with the promise he had made to the people of Manchester before 
his coming to India, he abolished the import duty on cotton goods and increased 
the salt-tax. By raising the price of that necessary article of consumption 
and placing it beyond the reach of the masses, it may be said that he sowed 
the seeds of disease in this country. While thousands of people were dying 
of hunger in the Bombay and Madras Presidencies, he held a grand Darbdr at 
Delhi to announce to the assembled multitude that he had now become the 
representative of an Empress. It is of course admitted that His Lordship was 
only acting under orders from the Home authorities; but who will deny that 
it was an ill-advised step to inform people that they would thenceforth be 
governed in right imperial fashion, utterly regardless of the time and the 
circumstances in which they were placed? It was like wounding a man in the 
seat of pain. It would have been an act of grace if His Lordship had explained 
to the Home authorities the unsuitableness of the occasion and postponed the 
ceremony for some time. This, however, was not done, and people will never 
forget the wound thus inflicted. In taking measures to stop the ravages of the 
famine, His Lordship allowed himself to become a tool in the hands of Councillors 
like Sir J ohn Strachey and Sir Richard Temple, and gave his assent to the | 
one-pound ration proposed by the latter. He at the same time hesitated to 
aa advantage of the sympathy of the people of England, and the result was 

t six millions of people are said to have died of starvation in the two Presi- 
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dencies. There are two other noteworthy facts in connection with the famine, 
which cannot be overlooked. Not only were no remissions of land revenue 
made in the affected districts, but outstanding balances were ordered 
_ to be recovered. Moreover, to provide for famines in future years, it was 
resolved to create a Famine Insurance Fund, and an odious tax, so arranged 
that it falls heavily on the working classes and exempts all those who can 
y, was levied for this purpose. Although the public had His Lordship’s 
Fistinct assurance at the time, that the tax was intended to provide for famine 
expenditure only, he did not hesitate to appropriate its proceeds towards the 
of the Afghan war. In a couple of hours and in an insidious manner 
he deprived the natives of the liberty of the Press ted to them fifty years 
ago by such wise and far-seeing statesmen as Sir les Metcalfe, Macaulay, 
and others. He the Disarming Act by which the people are deprived 
of the means of a themselves from wild beasts. He also tried to 
rive them of the right to pétition by treating the members of the East 
ian Association of Calcutta with great indignity. During the late 
Russo-Turkish war, contrary to all precedent, he sent the Indian forces to 
the Mediterranean to ftighten the Russians. That power naturally felt 
nettled by this insult, and tried to create a re-action in Afghanistan. 
Thereupon Lord Lytton received instructions from Home to ereate an oppor- 
tunity for war against the Afghans. .When this was done, and when the 
British nation was not unwilling to bear a portion of the cost of that unjust 
war, as it was undertaken more to maintain the national prestige than for the 
interests of India, Lord Lytton and Sir John Strachey prepared the Budget 
in such a manner as to exhibit a surplus, which, however, soon turned out to 
be a deficit of four millions, To meet this deficit, the Indian Government 
is obliged to raise a loan of 313 laes of rupees, ‘The. Afghan war is ae one 
on, and while the poor inhabitants of that country are being mercilessly 
butchered, the lives of many Indian and British soldiers have been sacrifieed in 
vain, and Indian money needlessly squandered. Such is a brief outline of Lord 
Lytton’s administration, extending over a period of four years only. It is 
greatly to be regretted that His Lordship let slip such a splendid opportunity 
of doing good, as will never be his again, and that he should have left nothing 


p vam im except the undying memory of such acts as have been narrated 
above, 


The Shubha Suchak (17) of the 2nd July, in a leader on the punitive 
police lately stationed in several parts of the Presi- 
. | Refers to the petition of dency, praises His Excellency the new Governor of 
tie jPeole of Wai on the Bombay for his having graciously listened to the com- 
Shed tiatien. *"  plaint of the inhabitants of W4i on this subject and 
for his having promised to think over the matter. 
The object of the establishment of punitive posts is evidently to punish such of 
the villages as contributed to swell the number of dacoits during the late 
period of trouble, but in doing so hundreds of innocent persons have been 
" made to snffer for the misconduct of one, and Government becomes liable to be 
with injustice. The real causes of the late dacoities were the general 
poverty of the people, consequent on famine and want of employment, and the- 
suspension of the old rule which required the headman of the village to keep a 
register of attendance in the case of suspicious characters like the Mangs and 
Ramoshis. They did not originate in the deliberate desire to rob and plunder. 
How can Government properly ask people that have already suffered at the 
hands of the dacoits, to pay be these punitive posts established in times of . 
ana It could not be expected, however, that the Government of Sir Richard 
ape would be influenced by any such considerations. There is no wonder 
h at « punjtive post is established-at W4i, when it is perceived that the same 
‘as been done in the Ndsik Zilla in all the villages along the railway line, 
fice 44 because there were several robberies at some of the Company’s stations 
Pe the famine. The new Governor appears to be a merciful ruler. The 
Ah ws therefore advises the natives to establish branch assogiations at all the 
with ge Zilla stations in connection with the Sarvajanika Sabha of Poona 
wishars object of keeping that body always well informed of thé wants and 
dena” the subject population, and of getting all kinds of grievances re- 
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The Khdndesh Watbhaw FY, 9) of the 2nd July, in a leader on the different 
Seseeiehs Sant desta a ae : es be punishment nadeas hb yood tale ls in ea gro 
boished, #24 modern times, considers it a thi tt 
eee cruel and barbarous punishments to by the 
ancients, such as that of burning’alive, have become obsolete and that refined 
instruments of punishment like the guillotine have been invented. But it is to 
be-hoped that sooner or later Government will enact a law abolishing capital 
punishment altogether. ita 


The same complains of a certain Subordinate Judge in the Khdndesh 
: _  Qilla, who is attacked by some disease, and who is 
eae 4 Seige. certain consequently now so much reduced in health that the 
bailiff has to help him in and out of his carriage. It 
appears that this enfeebled state of health has affected his mind also, and he is 
in the habit of losing his temper every now and then in serve © his subor- 
dinates. “The Waibhaw fears that this state of things cannot last long, and 
advises the said Judge to go away on leave for some time for the benefit of his 
health, otherwise it will become the duty of that paper to expose his name in 
print. - 
The Hitechchhu (22) of the 4th July pathetically describes the pitiful con- 
= re dition to which the agricultural population of the 
: ea a see Sa Be Kald4dgi Zilla has been reduced by the late famine, 
Kalade igi tak. oe upon the Collector of that district to repre- 
sent the case of the ryots to Government with a view 
to secure remissions of outstanding balances of land revenue. His Excellency 
the new Governor of Bombay is merciful and just, his reply to the petition of | 
the inhabitants of W4i is re-assuring, and he has asked for returns showing 
arrears of land revenue due in the Dhdrwar Districts. The Shol4pur and Kalddgi 
Collectorates suffered most during the late famine, and His Excellency Sir 
James Fergusson has already conferred a blessing on the former by exempting it 
from the payment of arrears ; but as the Kalddgi Zilla if possible suffered much 
more than Shol4pur, it behoves the Collector to put the case strongly before 
Government and to secure similar concessions for the dumb millions entrusted 
to his charge. 
The Nagar Samdchar (26) of the 3rd July repeats its remarks published 
in last week’s summary on the harsh treatment of his 
Repeats its remarks on the pupils by Mr. Winayakraw Choukar, Fourth Assistant 
ror ai my — ; Master in the Ahmednagar High School. -It appears 
nagar High School. ~ that this Master one day beat a boy named Govind 
ears Gopal Dewa “like a t,” and the Editor of the 
Samdchdr asserts that the marks on the boy’s person were seen the same day 
not only by himself but also by many respectable citizens as well as by Mr. 
Candy, the First Assistant Collector. If the Editor of the Nydya Sindhu (16), 
who took upon himself to defend Mr. Choukar, had personally seen those marks 
he would have been convinced of the truth of the Samdchdr’s remarks on the 
— 45 the punishment which the said Master is in the habit of inflicting on 
. pup a : 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 2nd July refers to a petition to His Excellency the 
Governor, made by eighteen men of the Koli caste, who 

» navion the Government have been recently punished by the Sessions Judge 
a ger an inquiry into the of Poona, some wit transportation for life and others 
made against a es : a % for different terms of years, on account of their con- 
nection with dacoits, ‘The Shiwdyt does not concern 
itself with the character of the punishment inflicted; but it learns that the 
petition makes mention of the cruel treatment to which the relatives of the 
accused were subjected by the police authorities for the purpose of forcing them 
to give evidence. It is stated in the petition, that these relatives were made to 
stand in the sun the whole day, that they were exposed to the piercing cold of 
the night and pails of cold water poured on their heads, and that some of 
their women were outraged. These accusations are chiefly levelled inst a 
certain police officer who is in high favor with the authorities, and who won 
the title of Réo Bahddur, Under these circumstances it would be very difficult 
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to corroborate these statements, as no evidence would probably be forthcoming 
on account of the position of the accused. Still it would be well if Government 
were to appoint a competent and impartial officer to conduct a minute inquiry 
into these alle ations. If the police were once allowed to do with wot 
such horrible things as are mentioned above, they would practice inconcei 
tyranny, and no one would feel himself safe. e authorities themselves have 
. owned that the Rumpa rebellion arose from police tyranny, and if the allegations 
made in the said petition be true, it is not at all improbable that we may have 
similar riots in the Poona District one of these days. It is therefore the duty 
of Government to investigate the matter without any delay, and to meet the 
guilty party with condign 5 gunmen if it wishes to preserve its reputation 

justice and to prevent the possibility of the occurrence of riots in these parts 
similar to those in the Rumpa districts. It is further recommended that if the 
police be found guilty, the petitioners should be pardoned on the original 
charges for their having helped the cause of justice. 


The Satya Mitra (43) of the 10th July learns that in the province of 
; engal the introduction of the Arms Act has resulted 
Complains of the conse- in serious casualties and loss of life. The agricul- 
ee tural population has abandoned tillage in the Sunder- 
bunds, and fertile spots have n turned into jungles. The number of 
wild animals is on the increase, and the ryots are thereby precluded from 
working in their fields even during broad daylight. Such is the result of 
preventing people from having arms in their possession. Who can say that the 
inhabitants of many other parts of the country may not be suffering like those 
of the Sunderbunds at the present day? It is to nt gn that the authorities 
concerned will explain these things to Government, and get permission for the 
poor agriculturists to carry the necessary arms as before. 


The same observes that ‘‘ ever since the descent of the Arabs into the plains 
of the Panjaub in 711, the Mahomedans plundered 
India for nearly 800 years. Other Western nations 
then began slowly to follow in their footsteps under 
the pretence of trade and commerce. How long will 

this last? Will the wealth of India be exhausted if this state of things - 

continues? It will be a Jong time before things come to such a pass, because 
this country is like the fabled cow of plenty. Is it not so?” 


The Poona Waibhaw (44) of the 15th June, in describing the career of Lord 
Lytton as Viceroy, says that his administration dates 
PR ego “ole ot Lord 2£0m the time when that of his predecessor in office 
Lytton. = culminated in the Baroda affair. It was attended 
: with hopeful signs in its infancy ; but, true to its native 
instincts, it soon developed itself into ‘‘ having long ears, kicking and biting.” 
The Fuller Minute and the high promises made at first to the natives gave 
some satisfaction, but as His Lordship fell into daily routine he soon became a 
man, so much so that his actions began to point him out as an enemy 
of the people. Unmindful of the interests of this country, he lent a willing ear 
to the unmeaning cry raised by the Manchester traders, and abolished the im- 
port duty on cotton goods. He belied the wishes of the British Government to 
give equal liberty of action to all its subjects, by introducing the invidious 
Native Press Act, and thus brought a dark stigma on the good name of England. 
He commenced a useless war with Afghanistan, which is attended with heavy 
losses to this country, and which has resulted in nothing but dishonour. In 
order to meet the heavy expenses of this war, and to hide from public view 
the magnitude of what he had undertaken, he stopped many important ‘public 
works, and thereby deprived hundreds of poor people of the means of livelihood. 
_ It was — his administration, as luck would have it, that famine stepped in 
and thousands of people died for want of food on account of the impolitic 
ei dee: made by His Lordship to check its ravages. Again, it was during ~ 
= administration that the solemn — was played at Delhi, which deprived | 
hn ty ative Princes and Chiefs of their ancient independence ; but we cannot lay 
es ‘ to His Lordship on this account, as he was only acting under orders from 
be upreme Government. As all these acts concerned the natives, it is not to 
be wondered at that he should have fallen out of their good graces ; but though 


Fears that the country is 
becoming impoverished under 
foreign rule. 


2: : 


it is an established rule that what goes the grain in the case of natives, 
is rogers | beneficial to the interests of Europeans, it is a noteworthy fact 
that he did not succeed in ingratiating himself with his own countrymen. 
During the Afghan war, when the English newspapers attempted to post their 

ial correspondents at the seat of war, His tris prevented them from 
doing 80. It also appears that British mercantile interests have to a certain 
extent suffered at his hands. On the whole, therefore, his administration was 
disliked by Europeans as well as by natives. When Lord Lytton landed 
on these shores, it had been already predicted that as he was a nominee 
of Lord Salisbury he would be found incompetent to wield the helms of Gov- 
ernment. That prediction has proved to be true, and his inglorious career is 
fortunately at an end. There can be no doubt that the administration of his 
successor will naturally stand out in somewhat bold relief on account of the 
darkness of the back-ground, but it is further hoped that-as Lord Ripon is of a 
religious turn of mind, he will try to secure the happiness of the people and to 
throw a veil over the stain brought on the good name of the British Government 
by the administration of Lord Lytton. 


The same of the 6th July, in an article on the connection of India with the 
=) shiey war between Russia and China, expresses its 
ects that India is the belief that this country is the real cause of the war. 
pscoatdh tars car Aiag It is no secret that Russia covets India, and in order 
to bring about the desired consummation, she is trying 
to extend her influence over the adjoining countries before she actually invades 
it. The late war with the Turks was evidently undertaken by that power to 
establish her .supremacy in the Black Sea, and she has partly succeeded in 
securing that end. Now she has fallen out with the Chinese for the possession 
. of Kuldja, being fully aware that the British Government will not permit that 
vince to be taken possession of by their enemy, and that they will, therefore, 
in all probability, lend their assistance to the Chinese. This will have the 
effect of partly diverting the attention of the Indian Government from Afghan- 
istan, which may lead to greater complications in that country favourable to 
Russian interests. This seems to be the object of the present war. So that 
although it is going On between two foreign powers, and is at a great distance 
from this country, its ulterior object is no other than the possession of this un- 
fortunate country. | 


The same, in alluding hi the Afghan war, says that as all the news received 

: m that country comes through the Government 
a rq vw’ channel, there is of course no room for doubt about 
se | - . its correctness. At the same time it is most perplex- 
ing that contradictory reports should be received at different times. One 
week it is stated that Abdul Rahman is marching on Cabul with the force of a 


: ae but next week he is reported as coming there in the form ofa gentle lamb. 
@ 1s at one time a friend and at another a foe. These contradictory reports 
only serve to keep people more and more in the dark as to the sa state of 
things now prevailing at Cabul. One fact, however, is certain that the British 
forces in Afghani are as it were made to dance attendance upon them by 
the Afghans. If a report is received that a certain tribe has revolted in a cer- 
tain village, our troops immediately march in that direction. If it is reported 
that Abdul Rahman is marching on Cabul, they are immediately concentrated 
in that town. On the whole it a pears that the Afghans have given our forces 
= country the appearance of a madman in the street. The Government is 
pe os better informed than the public, but there seems to be some hesitation 
a oa part of the authorities themselves to put faith in all these reports. If 
r were not the case, what was the necessity of Lord Ripon’s calling back Mr. 
at pel Griffin from the seat of war? However, when that Officer personally 
Caen to the Viceroy the exact state of things, it is to be hoped that 
a will adopt a definite policy to set the minds of the people at rest 
the a ake to this grave and difficult question. (The Poona Watbhaw (44) of 

June expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 
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The Bombay Samdchdr (49) of the 5th July observes that it was the inten- | 
3 tion of Lord Beaconsfield’s Government to occupy a 
certain portion of Afghanistan, and to extend the 
British Indian frontier on that side. The Liberal 
party disapproved of this scheme, and condemned the 
eclaration and prosecution of the Afghan war. 
After the success of the latter they too have approved 
: of the plan and anxiously wish to carry it out; but 
this change in their policy does not well for them. — However, there is still 
time enough to give up the scheme, if they like. They have made every pre- 
tion to evacuate Afghanistan and are waiting only to find a suitable 
person to a oe the Amirship; but all the candidates wish that the whole 
of Afghanistan which was in the possession of the late Sher Ali should be made 
over to the Amir to be elected. The British authorities, on the other hand, 
wish to retain Kandahar, Kurrum and some other provinces. It appears from 
the news received ‘from the front that if Government give up the proposal to 
retain any of the abovementioned provinces, war will end and 
vail at once. And it is desirable on more than one account that Government 
should do this. If the Afghan provinces are retained by the English, they will 
have to station a large army for their protection, the annual cost of which has 
been estimated by Sir Wilham Mansfield at about three krores of rupees. But 
the late eamente. Lord Lawrence and his Councillors, Sir Stafford Northcote, 
the then Seeretary of State, and the Ministry of that time rightly declared that 
India was not able to bear the unnecessary additional burden. Indian 
finance has gone down since ; the annual loss in exchange is about four krores 
of rupees ; two krores are required for the famine fund ; during the last. decade 
about thirty krores were spent upon war and famine; six krores are required for 
the same purposes during the current year; and there is no probability what- 
ever of there being a reduction i any of these funds. There is also no hope 
‘that the Afghan provinces will produce enough to pay for their occupation by 
the British Government. It behoves the Liberal Government, therefore, to 
consider the above facts duly before finally adopting the scheme-of the late 
- Ministry. If they hold fast to it in spite of this warning, they will injure the 
interests of India. ; 
The Jdme Jamsed (50) of the 5th July observes that it is gratifying that 
the new loan of three and a half krores of rapees has — 


Tas desirable for the benefit of the people of this coun 
a Sis iptis chovid-ons Sadion Captal. Isio uo lox 
gratifying therefore that the Indian authorities will soon open a new loan consist- 
ing of debentures of small amounts. The Indian bankers are anxiously waiting 
for it, and will soon take it up by paying a good premium. But it must be re- 
membered that it will be taken up by the people at the Presidency and in other 
cities, and not by the Mofussil Gipulahions who are very poor and have scarcely 
any capital to invest. | 

The Rast Goftdr (52) of the 4th July, in alluding to the victory said to have 

n gained by the Chinese over the Russian army in 

hel deh the success of Central Asia, observes that Russia is an old enemy of 
in their contest <o : , , - 

with Russia in Central Asia, the British Indian Empire. She has been threatening 

| England and wishing the conquest of India for a long 

time. Disappointed in preserving order at home, she is ambitious to make 

conquests abroad. She does not allow India to remain quiet. She meddles 

with the latter’s neighbours and puts her into anxiety and trouble. The welfare 

and prosperity of India depend entirely on the British administration, and 


oo the natives heseech the Almighty to punish Russia at the hands of the 
ese. | 


The same, in criticising the Bill to exempt Ssovecamest: panel: from 

Municipal taxation, observes that after it is passed 
an oves of the Bill to into a law, the Government buildings or pruperly 

pt Government property : ° . ; uy, hs 
from Municipal taxation. speaking, Government itself will enjoy Municipal 
| comforts and conveniences, which are provided 
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at the cost of the prope. without paying anything for the same. This is | 


unjust, and a complaint has been rightly raised against the Bill. Itis hoped that 
a ieeeentiol new Viceroy will not ‘low this selfish measure to be on 
The Rdst Goftér notices also the memorial which is being -perpared by the 
Bombay Corporation, praying that their me BT: should be exempted from 
the proposed law, and expresses its approval of the diverse arguments put forth 


in it. Government are exhorted not to shirk their duty of paying Municipal 
taxes, and to set a good example to their subjects. (The Bombay Chronicle 


(48) and the Yajdén Parast (54) of the same date express similar sentiments.) 
The Loka Mitra (56), in alluding to the telegram from England that the 
- Foreign Secretary to the Porte has recommended to 
the Sultan to exercise his influence as the Khalif with 
the Mahomedans of India and Central Asia to induce 
them to request their respective Governments, England 
and Russia, to become more conciliatory towards 
Turkey, observes that the recommendation made to the 
Sultan is appropriate, and no objection can be taken if 
he adopts it. The sympathy of the Mahomedans ufother 
countries for the Porte increases in proportion to the 


difficulties in which it is involved. It has ever commanded the r 


respect of the 
Faithful as- the most powerful Mahomedan kingdom. In former days the 


deference was nominal, as they only knew that the ‘‘Istamboul Empire” was 
large and powerful. Since the late Turko-Russian war a large portion of them 
have become acquainted with the real position and condition of the Porte, and 
take a pride in its rise, and consider it their duty to assist it in its adversity. 
The sympathy shown by the Indian Mahomedans for the Turkish cause in that 
war is well-known. They started subscriptions for the benefit of the wounded 


Turkish soldiers, and prayed the British Government to show pathy to the 


sym 
Porte. And these steps on their part proved that they honoured and loved the 


kingdom which represented their religious head. If then the Sultan makes 
them the request recommended by his Foreign Secretary, it seems almost certain 
that they will gladly comply with it. The same cannot be asserted of the 
Mahomedans of Central Asia. They are divided amongst themselves and ‘are 
not acquainted with the real condition of Turkey. Buta prayer to the European 
powers to act leniently with Turkey is not likely to be granted. They are so 
much taken up with the desire to advance their own interests as to leave no 

likelihood of their being induced by the petition to protect those of the Porte. 
The Indian Mahomedans have once seen the result of such a petition, and 
therefore ought to know best how to act under similar circumstances. How- 
ever, hope is ever alive,-and if the Sultan appeals to them they should not 
scruple to act accordingly. 


The Yajdén Parast (54) ij the 4th July condemns the administration of 

| , Lord Lytton in terms similar to those used by many 

iene le rd Lytton’s of its contemporaries, and noticed at some length in 
some of the previous weekly summaries. 


The Kaside Mumbai (65) of the 7th July observes that it cannot be approved 


that the European powers should teach Greece, which 

agonal Re guatinns on at one time did not exist as a separate power, to 
over r 1 ; 1 

heii wreneee 3;, Oppose Turkey. Their union to exercise pressure 

prerinnes Beg oiaha over the Porte is only creating laughter at their 


: : expense, but they are likely to succeed in the end in 
“arrying out their object. They dictate to the Sultan as if he was their weak 
Pir rceg b and order him to give away portions of his empire. Neither the 

a nor his Mahomedan subjects are likely to submit quietly to the ordor 
which will bring shame on them and show them as weak, and he will find 
himself com elled to make an armed resistance. But the present times are 
» and it cannot be foreseen what will occur. 


The Nydya Prakdésh (67) of the 5th July, after praising Emperor Akbar 


Makes sundry of . a8 the only Mahomedan ruler of India who ruled 


on the British Indi ~ justly and impartially, observes that, from the earl 
nistration. ee days of British rule to the close of the late East India 


Company’s Government, the people were happy; 
7NP10—7 [con 184], : 
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mi r taxes were abolished, the followers of different religions were treated 
ake, ard equal rights and education given to all. After the Indian 
mutiny of 1857, the income-tax was imposed and the salt duty has been in- 
creased to ten times its former rate. The latter tax is worse than the jajiyd or 
the poll-tax which was imposed under the Mahomedan Governments, since its 

en indirectly makes the poor people fall easy victims to cholera. The 
Governors of the several Presidencies under the present Government enjoy 
the same status as he Subhas did in Emperor Akbar’s reign. The latter asked 
permission of their aaster to invade foreign gg ea ge former do nothing 
of the kind and invide any foreign province they like and squander the vast 
resources Of the empire. Some officers attempt to break the promises given 
by Her Imperial Majesty on the assumption of direct rule. The Christian 
ionaries publicly make improper criticisms on the Hindu religion ; Christian 
Churches are maintained from the Indian revenues; and even the travelling 
expenses of the Bishops are disbursed from the Indian Exeliequer. Higher 
education is discouraged, and an invidious distinction is made between 
European and Native graduates. A European Assistant Judge is not allowed 
toserve under a Native District Judge as has happened in the case of Mr. 
Satyendranéth Tagore. When he was at Ahmedabad, Mr. Walker, and when 
he came to Surat, Mr. Hammick, were removed that they might not have to 
serve under him. At first the country was defended by foreign forces, but 
afterwards Emperor Akbar’s policy came to be approved of, and a native army 
has been raised, and the tributary Native Princes have been given military 
titles. If Kolis, Bhils, J4ts, K4this and other castes are enlisted in the army, 
they will cease to commit plunder and will prove of great service in expeditions 
to a foreign country, 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Dnaydn Prakdsh (5) of the 5th July, writing from 


. Jalgaum makes two suggestions to the Municipali 
Ps 3 a ee Tales to the of that town. ].— Although the town is now tation 
sete : = water —_. S por’ — two bi ag distant, it 
would be better if poor people were isupplied with it from the public pi 
free of charge, than that it should be wasted on the gardens. The wants of the 
ple should be attended to first and the gardens looked after next. 
.—Another wish of the people of Jalgaum is that there should be some public 
privies outside the town, as very few private houses have them. But instead of 
attending to these matters of prime importance, the general committee has lately 
been passing certain resolutions about erecting raised platforms in the market- 
place and making a horse allowance of Rs. 20 per month to the Chairman to 
enable him to ride through the town, : 


The Kalpataru (18) of the 4th July complains of the predominance of the 
official element in most of the town municipalities. 
Complains of the undue The officials are generally men who are constantly 
Re aceagreggrd of ms oficial transferred from place to place and who therefore take 
lities. parle sco alee permanent interest in the welfare of the people. 
The non-official members are selected by Government, 
and they are generally incompetent men who nod their heads to everything 
that is proposed by the President, without any consideration of the importance 
of the measure proposed. The result is that the true interests of the people are 
neglected. Even if the President lives in a remote corner of the town, one 
may see a fine road leading straight up to his bangrer and always duly 
re , with rows of shady trees on both sides and plenty of street-lam 
But the roads of ordinary traffic in the town, used daily by thousands of people, 
are full ofholes filled with 
rae be seen flowing through the lanes along with the rain-water and emitting 
f odours.- How the official element tries to secure its influence in the 
Moe of the committee may be briefly illustrated by two examples. The 
at te Committee at Dholka in the Ahmedabad Zilla consists of 5 official and 
non-official members. On a late occasion the President thereof wished to 
‘Y 8 new house-tax in that town, and although 8 of the non-official members 
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mud shoe-deep, while, in some parts, pools of night-soil 
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opposed the measure, he carried his point in spite of their. protestations. They 
consequently resigned. Another instance is of the Municipality of Indépu 
in the Poona Zilla, against which the inhabitants of that town have rded 


_g petition to Government, in which they state that when it was proposed to 


levy @ house-tax in that town, some of the members were opposed to it, but the 
Collector of Poona ruled that they should be made to 


ep who would gre in their assent to the measure. When the officials 
are good men, having the welfare of the people at heart, little inconvenience is 
felt the incompetency of the non-offi 


members ; but when the former are 
_ fall of prejudice, obstinate, proud, or ready to listen to ‘the insinuations of mean 
persons, ns, and the latter incompetent and worthless, there is no _— to what 


pass things might come at any time. * 


A correspondent of the Satya Sadan (20) of the ard J uly says that he 
sl * ' Municipal went to the town of Rohen on some business, and 
sank of agi up at the public dharmashdld (traveller's 
charmashélds for other por- bangalow natives); but when he entered the 


place he found it full o dirt, and the only room on one 


poses. 

side was locked. On it quiry he learnt that the Municipality had placed some of 
its dead stock there, and therefore the place was locked. As such places are 
specially built for the convenience and comfort of travellers, it is a question 
whether the Municipal officers have any right to make use of them for other 


pape 


A correspondent of the Satya Shodhak (23) of the 4th J ee i says that the 
Municipality of Ratndgiri has not made proper 

Complains that proper ar- ments for the removal of the night-soil. 
ee om eee 4 . People have to pay a bhangi rate, but there seems to be 
Rainigiz po: aii ae pervision. There is no fixed spot for 
ht-soil, and the result is that it is 


thrown wherever it is found vatlices todo so. Conservancy of the health 


|. of the town’ should be the first duty of the Municipality. 


The Poona Waibhaw (44) of the 6th July thinks that true municipal reform 
Cinta! ‘ot tan Poems is im ess the nomination of the non-official 
Municipality. members is placed i in the hands of the people. The 
instance of “the Poona Municipality is given, which 

seems to take delight in doing everything that is calculated to put the inhabit- 
ants of Poona to as much inconvenience as possible. ‘That city Aa become quite 
an eye-sore to the authorities ever since the time when Vasudev Fadke’s 
—— came to ngnt, t, and it would appear as if the Municipal authorities had 
taken their clue from the higher powers and have resolved to do all they can 
to annoy the Beal of Poa o adduce particular instances, that august 


body is now in patting into repair roads which require no 


engaged 
penne at all, to the utter neglect of the most important public thoroughfares 
are 


daily-ysed by thousands of table pedestrians. In some places 
the side-draind! are left half opened, and a ning seems to have been made 
to remove the mud to the sides of the streets, but for some reason or other 
these works have been left uncompleted. | 


The Gujardt-Mitra (45) of the 4th J uly complains that the Municipality of 
Surat does not pay due attention to the conveniences 
i mare of the roads and comforts of the residents of the suburbs of the 
fall of m | town. ror insineee Pg Pam of these, loeslities = 
not y repaired gutters of the roads o 
Bhagwén Néiks and Lebdi lan aa hee Sees cleaned and th the earth dug out from 
them has been spread over the yoads. The recent rains have co vigenr “gece 
nas. Toes ee make it very inconvenient to 
them. oud ene on the sides of these roads have been also injured, 


and their o- owners sin bive put to some to get them repaired. Several 
SST eects ea apne | 
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| Railways. 
The Hetechchhu (22) of the 4th July, in a long article, enumerates the 


| a ievances of third and fourth class passengers on the 

Prays for an inquiry into (QI. P. Railway. The sentiments are a repetition of 
the (a third and those expressed by the Native Opinion (4) of the 27th 
ray LP. auiee! . June, and published in the last weekl roy A The 
| Hitechchhu concludes with an appeal to the Sarvanja- 

nik Sabh4 of Poona totake the case of these railway grievances into serious 
consideration with a view to getting them redressed. It also prays their 
Excellencies the Viceroy and the Governor of Bombay to conduct secret en- 


uiries into this matter, if they should have any doubts as to the correctness of 
the Hitechchhu’s remarks. 


A correspondent of the Gujardé Mitra (45) of the 4th July states that the 
=. Chaénod and the Badharpur lines of the B. B. & C. L. 
Makes some complaints Railway start at Dabhoi. At Chanod fairs are held 
against the B. B. and ©, L , . d 
Railway. on every full moon, at the time of an eclipse, and on 
some other days, and numerous pilgrims and dealers 
repair to it by the railway. The Railway authorities ought to provide a 
sufficient number of carriages on these days; but it is not done, and some 
passengers are put into open waggons where they are e tothe sun. Five 
passenger carriages are supplied to the ur line, but they are removed 
to the od line on the above-mentioned days, and the passengers of the 
former line are also made to sit in open waggons. At the junction station of 
Dabhoi there is only one bench on the platform which cannot accommodate 
more than ten passengers, and hence it is desirable that more benches should be 
vided. The trains do not arrive at Dabhoi, Badharpur and Chanod at the 
ours mentioned in the time-table. The Railway authorities are requested to 
enquire into and remove the above grievances. 


Native States. 


The Din Bandhu (33) of the 4th July, in a long article on the feeding of 
ee five lacs of Brahmins by His Highness Scindia 
rr +: age High- on the occasion of the birth of a second son, urges 
charity. , ' upon the attention of that Chief the impolicy of ignor- 
ing the stern facts of the present day and of being 
guided by influences which have lost their importance and become things of 
the past. If His Highness should only look about him, he would perceive the 
lamentable effects of the late famine—an indigent peasantry driven from their 
homes by penury and want, casting a longing look upon what once was theirs, 
their lands mortgaged to hun 7 or their desert homes fallen into 
decay, themselves reduced to the last stage of destitution! Oh, how God will 
bless that man with children and wealth, who will rescue these poor creatures 
from their low and fallen condition! The Bandhu humbly prays to His 
Highness that he should not become utterly forgetful of the country and the 
family in which he was born, as well as those whom he considers ‘as his 
relatives and friends. It will redound greatly to His Highness’ fame if he will 
commemorate this auspicious occasion by doing some signal good to the 
Mardtha people, whose brave forefathers by the grace of God were instrumental 
in raising him to the lofty pedestal he now occupies. The religious books say 
that charity must be bestowed on persons deserving of it. the feeding of 
Brahmins constituted merit, there was enough of it in the days of the Peshwas, 
ant the natives of India would not have become what they are. If the same 
rite lacs of rupees had been devoted by His Highness to ameliorating the con- 
: ition of the peasantry, what immense good it would have done to the country ? 
oe conclusion, the Bhudhu prays that His Highness may be induced to do some- 


‘hing for the education of th se8 i 
in this Presidency. n of the masses in the way of opening boarding-schools 
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A-correspondent of the Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 4th J uly complains that 

e _. there is only one shop for selling salt in the town of 

Complains in Jandged 2 Junégad, which contains a population of twenty-five 

wo boned. | thousand gouls. Of late the shop-keeper shuts the 

, gies early 7 bm np -and, eps id = 

oor people cannot get this necessary of life in the evening. The writer also 
av that this condiment is sold dear. 


The Jéme Jamsed (50) of the 6th July observes that the appointment of 

Major Mant as Consulting Engineer to the Baroda State 

Objects to the appoint- is not satisfactory. It is trae that he is an able man 

ment of Major Mant as Con- ond will be useful to that State, but there are many 
sulting Engineer to the ° ‘ ‘ ° 

Baroda State. native Engineers, who are as able as he is, and if one 

of them were appointed, he would give satisfaction to 

the authorities of the State. The natives have a claim for employment in the 

Native States, and it is unjustifiable to employ foreigners, so long as the former 

are fit for the duties required of them. 


The Rést Goftér (52) of the 4th July, in alluding to the dismissal of Mr. 
Nérd4yanr4w Khdrkar from the Diwdnship of the 
Jisapproves of the appoint- Nawanagar State, observes that nobody in Kathiawar 
ae as: Ja Devin of 'C0ms to be sorry for it. The Chief as well as the 
he Hawiadene Sate, people of that State have been dissatisfied with his 
mismanagement. The States of the province have fallen 
victims to the intrigues of the Nagars, and it is said that Nawdnagar’s ruin has 
been hastened by its being made the scene of Mardthachicanery. It is surpris- 
ing that Mr. Kharkar was considered eligible for the post of Diwin and was 
appointed to it. The Jdém has dismissed him, but does not seem to have 
fared better by the appointment of the new Diwdn, whose nomination is 
also objectionable. The late Diwdn was a favourite of the Political Agent who 
will be displeased with his dismissal. It is said that the nomination of the 
Diwdn solely rests with the Jam, but to remove the Agent’s displeasure he 
submitted to that officer the names of four persons from among whom he (the 
Jim) wished to appoint one as his Diw4n. But Colonel Barton suggested the 
appointment of Mr. Maganbhdi Baépubhdi, a person of his own selection, and the 
Chief has nominated him in order to please the Agent. The new Diwd4n was 
formerly a clerk in the Rdjasthdnik Court on a monthly salary of rupees one 
hundred and fifty, and then became a Daftardér and afterwards a Deputy 
Assistant Political Agent of Gholewar on a salary of rupees two hundred per 
month. He has thus been suddenly promoted to the Diwdnship, the monthly 
salary of which post is fifteen hundred rupees. Perhaps he may be able to 
perform the duties of his new office, but since he is not known to the public, it 
seems that he has obtained the Diwdnship by his influence with the Agent. The 
question is why do British officers select obscure persons for the Diwdnships of 
Native States? Is there not one among the numerous well-known and educated, 
natives who is able to discharge the duties of a Diwan? The improvement 
of a Native State. solely depends on its Diwdn, but the Political officers seem 
determined not to appoint educated and known persons to that post. Colonel 
_Phayre was the cause of Mr. Déddbhd4i Nowroji’s failure at Baroda. To 
appoint an obscure person as a Diwan is to accomplish the ruin of the Native 
State to which he is appointed. Nawdnagar has been unfortunate as regards 
its Diwdns. Messrs. Bhagwanji, Popat Welji and Néréyanrdw Kharkar were 
great intriguers. They were the nominees of the British Government, and so 
is the new Diwin. (The Bombay. Chronicle (48), the Yajddn Parast (54), and 
the Gujardt Mitra (45) of the same date express somewhat similar sentiments.) 


A correspondent of the Samsher Bahadur (58) of the 2nd July, but received 
on the 6th, observes that Bhoika is a small village in 
Complains that the Thane- which there is neither a dharamshal4 nor any other 


dar of Bhoika does not 
receive and dispose of peti- 


tions soon. 


convenience for astranger. The office ofthe Thadnedér - 
of this place is situated in a locality in which there 
is no other building than the office room. The 
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Ps | D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
: Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


|... New Secretariat, Bombay, - 
“Office Of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
13th July 1880, 
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« - NATIVE PAPERS. 
For the Week ending 17th July 1880. 
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No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition, of copies 
Mara 'THI—continued. | 
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Bogen The various notices haye been collegted under different yore which are printed i in itglica, 


‘The names of Newspapers are printed in italics, 
beginaing of the report is printed in brackets after the name. 


woh elarasie 


and the nuinber of the Newspaper. in the list at the 


Newspapers marked * have mot the of 
cekten Sonat eatienibiete se tare information as tot ee gopies 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator () of the t1th July says :—“ On the 3rd of July 1880, 
India saw the last of her poet-Viceroy, and with 
Makes a. ie lord him, it is to be hoped, the last of Brummagem im- 
—* ialism. For three years and upwards Lord Lytton 
enjoyed the sweets of office with keen relish. en came reverses, a series of 
administrative blunders and the results of such blunders; worst of all, his blind 
perseverance in the same erratie eourse. And those who watched his career 
with any interest, could see at a glance that a reputation was being slowly des- 
troyed by wanton defiance of public opinion and a complete surrender of con- 
science to superiors. The public, both here and in England, keenly resented 
this attitude of the Viceroy, but the resentment soon gave way to something 
worse—total indifference. Though aathor of some striking innovations in the 
domestic as well as foreign poliey of India, Lord Lytton has failed to stamp his 

individuality on the annals of og b And at this day there is hardl 
a respectable politician who would take the trouble of criticising the despicable 
result of Lord Lytton’s personal rule, On this gloomy oceasion we are reminded > 
of a hope expressed by the Englishman of Calcutta at the time Lord Lytton’s 
_ appointment was announced, that what he lacked in experience he would make 
up by the sympathies of his temperament. But these sympathies, warm and 
deep in themselves, have never had free play. In fact, his talents, inclina- 
tions and training peculiarly unfitted him for the Viceroyalty of India. But 
he came out more as an irresponsible agent of the Tories, than as an independent 
ruler. And throughout his eareer he has obeyed his masters with a constancy 
worthy of a far better cause. In so doing he has betrayed the interests of an 
empire and set a disastrous precedent to his successors, that of allowing India 
to be governed from a distanee by:men whose knowledge of the actual require- 
ments of the country is miserable, compared with their responsibility. His 
t’s faney was flattered by the glurious programme to be worked out under 
fis direction ; and rather than abandon the idea, he preferred to sacrifice every- 
thing dear to honour to its realization. No wonder, then, he has proved a 
mistake and a failure. And with this galling knowledge and midst the scornful 
unconcern of a nation has returned the disappointed Earl of Lytton, the victim 
of a mistaken sense of duty. Jn gloomy silence sets the sun of spurious imperial- 
- ism; so also may set the few straggling satellites left behind, that have so long 

oppressed the destinies of India with their baleful influence,” 


The same states that ‘‘ Men are known by their measures. The Contagious 
° Diseases Act is one of those measures which may 
Piss to oe Pees —_ or mar official page reall .™ 2 agora 
4rdaged --¥ of the Act is due to Sir Ric emple. Its ver 
Aires Pg — peg arbitrary features and its. utter inutility for 
“2 good have been vigorously pointed out by press and 
public alike. Sir James, therefore, would be wanting not only in aptitude but 
force of character, if, simply out of sentimental respect for his predecessor, he 
Should fail to prevent the mischief which the re-introduction of so obnoxious and 
immoral a piece of legislation is sure to entail on the city. He has a splendid 
opportunity before bim to signalize the career on which he has just entered. 
Will he not earn for himself a reputation for genuine statesmanship by blotting 
out from the statute-book of the Presidency an Act to which the sense of the. 
public is so strongly opposed, and which has been unanimously condemned by 
the wisest and most experienced of social philosophers.” | 


The same says “ The flight of the Thékore of Gondul and the Nawab of 
sor a. Sdvdnir from the R4jkumér College seems to have 
Of te marks onthe flight caused greater consternation in K4thigwdr than could 
kumar College. ~~ have been expected. Native States especially look 

me upon the incident as being very ominous. But it is 
to be hoped that the school-boy adventure will be soon forgotten as it deserves 
to be. Amongst the causes suggested are,.(1) the love of the princely pupils - 
for some mad frolic; (2) zulum practised on them by some master or masters as 
alleged by the truants themselves. In either case, we believe, they must needs — 


ar a 


Pare a 


4 


have taken their personal attendants into confidence. Brought up as Native 
Chiefs are, it is so to expect that even after a course of training under 
Mr. Macnaghten, these two Princes could have planned and prosecuted the 
flight themselves. Then, as to the charge of restraint on personal freedom, we 
are inclined to dismiss it without a thought. Mr. Macnaghten is certainly a 
strict disciplinarian ; but those who have had opportunity of looking into his 
| ent of the College and his personal bearing towards the pupils,- may 
eonsider the charge as the outcome of arrant ingratitude. If the truth were 
to be told, the pupils were till recently left so much to themselves and their 
home companions, that this temple of Minerva is said to have, in one or two 
eases, offered seope for the orgies of the Paphian goddess! The charge of - 
extortion is more serious, though not less plausible. It requires to be strictly 
Jooked into, and the least shadow of suspicion ought to determine the autho- 
rities. It would be 9 great pity should this escapade encourage Kéthidwér 
Chiefs in their opposition to the wishes of the Government to educate the future 
generation of rulers, and to prepare them for their heavy responsibilities. The 
suggestion by some of our contemporaries, that the pupils should be removed to 
- gmore healthy climate, that is from under the immediate neighbourhood of 
the Politieal Agency, we take it, is unwise. The only eligible situation on 
giving up R4jkot would be Aboo, which woyld be going farther and faring 
worse. Would the nts trust the pupils so far? Besides, what is to become 
_ of the magnificent little R4jkot College with its brand new Bh4vnagar wing ? ” 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 12th July, referring to the late petition of 

| _ the inhabitants of Wai, praying His Excellency the 
re we thar Governor of Bombay to free them from the burden of 
_ the Taney. pe paying for the punitive police stationed in that town, 
: is sorry to learn that it has béen rejected. When it 
was first proposed to establish punitive posts in some parts ofthe Presidency, 
no objection was raised at the time on the ground of the emergency of the 
occasion; but it was distinctly understood that only some of them would be 
retained, and the greater number removed as soon as peace was restored. 
When the petition was presented to His Excellency by the people of Wai, he 


seemed to be favorably impressed, and promised to give it due consideration. — 


It appears, however, that the Collector of Sétéra, who was asked to express his 
opinion as to the advisabilily of complying with the wishes of the petitioners, 
sent in a report to the effect that the statements made by them were untrue. 
His Excellency was guided by this report, and did not consider it necessary to 
ask the people of W4i for an explanation. The Jndu has not seen the reply 
received by them, but knows that the statements in their petition were not false. 
It, therefore, advises the inhabitants of W4i to’ forward a fresh petition to His 
Excellency the Viceroy, together with a copy of the Collector’s report. He is 
evidently a man of strong convictions, as evinced by his change of faith for the 
sake of principle. It is not many days since His Excellency objected to a 
clause in the Vaccination Bill, which provided that people objecting to compul.- 
sory vaccination should be fined or imprisoned. He is humane and just; it is 
therefore proper that the inhabitants of W4i should lay their grievances before 
‘him. (The Mahérashtra Mitra (7) of the 15th July and the Satya Sadan (20) 
of the 10th July express similar sentiments.) | 


Advises His Excellency the tj : . : 
Governor of Babe aga he tion with the dacoits, and prayed His Excellency the 


flepend too much on the 
statements of the officials. 


@ Head of the Government. It is not a sign of a and 
ment, that the innocent should suffer with the guilty. His 
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Excellency is therefore advised to give up such ideas, and to see that no 
injustice 18 done to any one on any account. It is not an uncommon thir 

with the police to practise torture on innocent persons and to force them to 
confess to crimes which they have not really committed ; but Government does 
not wilfully tolerate such injustice. Again, when martial law is proclaimed in a 
country, many innocent persons suffer in various ways; but it is not proper 
that such a state of things should prevail in times of peace. If the people of 


Wii pay the usual taxes for the grasp of themselves and their property, 
why ehould they be asked to suffer r the crimes of those with whom they had 
no connection? It is not right that His Excellency should depend entirely 
upon the report of the Collector of Sétdéra. It is this practice of the higher 
authorities depending upon the information supplied them by their subordinates 
that is a blot on the British Indian administration, and that prevents the 
ievances of the people from reaching the ears of the authorities. As the 
establishment of a punitive at W4i must have been determined upon on 
the recommendation of the Collector of Satéra, it would be very difficult for him 
to undo his work, as it would be tantamount to a confession of his error of 
judgment. If it is clearly shown that the people of W4i had no connection with | 
the dacoits, it is obvious that the new tax is unjust and illegal. If the report of 
the Collector should be unfavorable to the petitioners, it behoves His Excelleney 
to ask for an explanation from the latter, and then to pronounce his independent 
opinion on the merits of the case. Pe 


The Méharashtra Mitra (7) of the 15th July complains of some of the newly 
appointed Conciliators and Village Munsifs as being 
Says thatsome of thenewly ignorant of law, and believes that the ryots are suffer- 
appomted Conciliators and ing at their hands instead of being benefited by them. 
rg Munsifs are mcompe- Tow can it be ex that men, who are as little 
ae acquainted with law as the headman of a village, will 
beable to disc the duties of Subordinate Judges? The Mitra advises 
Mr. Pollen, whose business it is to inquire into such matters, to go personally 
to-each village and make inquiries among the people. — 


A correspondent of the same, giving a humorous account of Lord and Lady 


7 Lytton’s departure from India, expresses his fervent 

i that the a yo se _ ye | a mag se oT call upon = 

should punish Lo ip, when he reaches England, to account for 

a = Sd ee ts deficit, and that they will inflict such a punishment 

on him for his maladministration of India as will 

serve as a warning to all his successors. (The Shiwdjt (27) of the 9th July 
expresses a similar wish.) 


The Bodha Sudhdékar (8) of the 14th July is glad to hear that Government 

| have resolved to enlist Méngs, Ramoshis and men of 

and’ fa,{0 hear that Mings similar other castes and to train them to police duties. 
Melodeo saloasin: ms “= This cannot but be attended with the best of results. 
ren These classes of people are notoriously addicted to 

the habit of stealing and committing robberies and dacoities. This habit has 
become second nature with them, and hardly a case of robbery or dacoity will 
be found in which these men are not concerned, or at least of which they are 
not the originators and leaders. Thus when these men are themselves entrusted 
with police duties, they will have little or no inducement to engage in their 
former avocation, the number of robberies and dacoities will be on the decrease, 
and they will be better suited to trace all-cases of such crimes than the Mardthé 
cocoa now employed. At present our police, drawn chiefly from the 
aréth4 population, has no means of getting a clue to the whereabouts of the 
culprit, who generally belongs to one of the above-mentioned castes. The 
social system of the Hindus keeps the different castes of men aloof from one 
another, as if they were so many distinct nationalities. The Mardthds have no 
connection whatever with the criminal classes; hence the great difficulties 
which our police have to encounter in successfully tracing any case to its 
legitimate source. But when policemen are selected from among those who 
have a natural ropensity to rob and plunder, there will be no such difficulties, 
On account of the constant intercourse prevailing between men of the same 


6 


caste, there will be every facility for making inquiries and getting correct 


information. There is besides ample precedent for the course of action now 
intended. During the days of the Peshwd4s the Ramoshis were the ians 
of the villages. Whenever there was a robbery, these men were asked to find 
out the guilty persons, and they generally succeeded in doing so; and for 
protecting the villages, they received grants of land from Government and 
enjoyed certain rights and privileges. : 
The Dnydén Chakshu (9) of the 14th July says, that from the most reliable 
= _ information now received, it appears that the deficit 
Expects toe anne in aan in the Indian Budget amounts in all to 12 krores of 
phe Se cis aides ~ Yupees. This news has shaken the credit of the Gov- 
ernment to a considerable extent, and the minds of 
merchants and bankers are sorely perplexed. Some of the English newspapers 
‘have expressed their opinion, that there must be some mistake in the telegram 
which brought this information, but this does not appear probable. It is now 
quite certain that Indian finance has been for a long time in a most unsatisfac- 
tory state, and that the deficit was never pointed out by the Indian Government, 
because they were bent on undertaking the Afghan war. Ifthe British public 
had been aware of the real condition of Indian finance, they would never have 
iven their consent to that war. It is most extraordinary that Lord Lytton 
should have lent himself to any such course of action. It is equally strange 
that Sir John Strachey should have asked for a bonus of Rs. 20,000 for his 
having presided over Indian finance. The course of action, which this country 

expects the British nation to adupt in this crisis, is obvious—to meet the guilt 
ies with such a severe punishment, as will serve as a warning to all setecsd 

ng financiers. (The Shiwdj1 (27) of the 9th July expresses a similar wish.) 


The same repeats the sentiments expressed by the Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 

. 5th July, and noticed in the last weekly summary, 

j mee of “ — about the injustice —, to the owners of country 

one fo owners Of country craft, who are constrained to carry 30 passengers only, 

opdiadl cine gua ““"Y irrespective of the tonnage of the vessel. While 

—— steam-ferries are at liberty to take as many passengers 

as they can conveniently carry, the Magistrate is ready to inflict punishment 

on the owner of a ship if there should be an excess of one or two passengers on 

board over the sanctioned number, although it may be fitted to carry six or 

seven times asmany. The rates of passage-money are necessarily lower on 

these vessels, but poor people are precluded from taking advantage of them by 
the nature of the present regulations. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 11th July denies the statement made in official 
circles that Indian finance would have been in a 
cb ancegee ays the og satisfactory condition, were it not for the unexpected 
a ‘goose nditure incurred in consequence of the late famine 
and the Afghan war. The statement would be considered correct, if it were found 
that Indian finance was in a satisfactory condition from 1872 to 1878, during 
which years there was no perturbing influence. It is but reasonable to expect 
that as those five years were years of peace, and as the revenue uf the countr 
was then progressively increasing, there ought to have been ag clear balance | 
after deducting the net expenditure, or at least there ought to have been no 
occasion for incurring debt. But what can be said of financiers who could 
not do-as much as make the two ends meet during such peaceful times? 
Contrary to all reasonable expectation, they had the audacity to increase the 


national debt by Rs. 25,00,00,000 during those five years, or to about 5 krores 


annually! To this it may perhaps be said that this loan was necessitated by 
certain irrigation works which were undertaken for special reasons, and which, 
as they would pay from year to year, would be no burden on the public 
exchequer. But asa matter of fact it will be perceived from the accounts 
published by Government themselves, that only 20 krores were:so devoted, and 
that an additional krore was spent every year for ordinary pa ! Is this 


® sign of the care and attention bestowed on the management of ndian finance ? | 


As regards the i 


but Government have also to spend a large sum of money fur repairs and for 
3 NP 17—7 [con 199] 


irrigation works, it is found that they are not only not paying, 


ae tick deriae ton Josrs co eciguline’ wetdns whch Lave aly tered 
lacs were spent during ten years on irrigation w whi e only serv 
to add an annual burden of Rs. 6,70,000 to the public pret also 
Rs. 14,65,20,000 were t during the same period on State Railways, the 
annual income from which amounts to about Rs. 8,80,000. After deducting the 
expenditure from this sum and paying 44 per cent. interest on the borrowed 
capital, Government secures for itself not more than 4 per cent! If the same 
system be continued for some years more, the payment of the interest on the 
national debt will form a very heavy item of expenditure in Indian finance. 
‘When — the Indian Government free the country from this unnecessary 
burden ! 


The same paper as Pt tO) of the 13 Ag Bd Pag same date, the 
wryodaya (6) of the 13t , the Satya Mitra (43) 

Comment on the Afghan of the 13th July, and the Deinledtina (10) of the ie 
ns _ July discuss the Afghan question, and show great 
anxiety for the growing difficulties of the situation. They all agree, however, 
that as India is unable to meet the heavy charges forthat war, the Indian 
Government should seat either Abdul Rahaman or Ayub Khan on the throne of 
Cabul; and withdraw from the country as early as possible. 


The Jagan Mitra (14) of the 12th July says that it is the duty of Govern- 
| ment to keep itself well informed of the grievances of 
a the subject-population and to try to redress them. If 
— the Government should not endeavour to make the 
people happy and contented, the latter will not like it. This will be destructive 
of mutual love and sympathy ; nay, it may even lead to dislike and hatred. To 
prevent these unpleasant consequences, the Government should always be 
anxious to know the wants and wishes of the people. The Native Press is a 
very important channel of information in this ; but since the introduc--. 
tion of the Press Act, Government has virtually suppressed the expression of 
honest and independent opinion on the part of the natives. 


The Nydya Sindhu (16) of the 13th July, in discussing the merits of the 
(nenliine 4S Wits alana "tas guvenes of ches were Peed by Bevel 

tly the reverse of what were e vern- 

ges 7 se sank” Really speaking, the ryots are as totems 
7 connected with the money-lenders as with the Govern- 

ment, and that connection has been brought about by the Govenment itself by 
the nature of the settlement of the land revenue and by the way in which that 
revenue is collected. But while no change has been made in these directions, the 
Government is anxious to break the negotiations between the ryots and the 
money-lenders! Is not this a suicidal policy ? It is true that the money-lenders 
will be sufferers by the new Act, but there can be no question that the ryots 
will suffer much more by their being made — which will in the long run 
result in heavy losses to the Government. Experience shows that these are 
not mere suppositions. When it was first proposed to introduce the new Act, 
ple foresaw the uences, but no attention was gy: to their opinion. 

. Wedderburn of the Indian Civil Service has clearly demonstrated” the 
necessity of allowing the ryots to deal with the money-lenders, as long az no 
changes are made in the existing system of collecting land revenue. Unlessa 
permanent settlement is made as regards the assessments, and unless that amount 


is taken in kind, there can be no hope of improving the condition of the ryots — 
in this country. 


legislate for 
land . 


how is it that there were no 


the 
orests entirely their own. They drove their cattle to them 


which did not lay any claims to the ownership of the forests? In those days 
ryots considered the kc 
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to ptaze, supplied themselves with fuel and timber, brought to market various 
tinds of medicinal shrubs and vegetable-dyes, such as the flowers of dhdyati 
and palas, shikekdt, hirde, behede, dnvalkdtht, &c., and subsisted on wild fruit, 
such as karvand, toran, &c. -It is @ fact universally known that the soil on the 
borders of the Konkan and up the Ghats is not very fertile, and requires great 
labor. The produce is so small that it does not last the husbandmen more than 
four or five months in the year after the payment of rent to Government. If 
any body doubts this statement, let him visit the districts of Solsen, Témb- 
-ymahél, Patankhoren and Kadambkhoren, and see for himself how many husband- 
men there can afford to eat their bread twice during the day. To prevent such 
people from om ig | use of the public forests 1s to starve them to death ; because 
when their stock of grain is exhausted, they have no other recourse left except 
to starve or to commit theft m the neighbouring forests and to undergo aun) 
ment, Then again it is a well known fact that the soil in the Konkan and up 
the Ghéts does not yield _ crops unless it is burnt. This compels the 
ryots to resort to the neig poaiang, Ares to supply themselves with: 
‘dried leaves, &c. But the Forest Law prevents them from removing even a 
single twig without incurring heavy penalties. What are they to do? 
There is some jungle left them for this sal ey but it is quite insuffi- 
_.gient If the fields are not properly supplied with ash-manure, they 
yield scanty she gh but Government 
on that account! A ments should be made for supplying this great 
want of the ryots. It also seems strange that Government should grow 
so avaricious as to make the forests a source of revenue and prevent poor 
people from taking away the fruit, vegetable-dyes and medicinal plants and 
shrubs. The subordinate officials of the Forest Department point out various 
sources of revenue to Government in the shape of such produce, in order to show 
their own competency and to get promotion; but it is not becoming to a 
paternal Government to allow its subjects to starve for the sake of money. 
Again, in the new arrangements that are being made in connection with the 
Forest Law, many private lands are being merged in the forests. In the first 
place the quantity of arable soil in the Konkan and on the Ghats is insufficient 
to meet the requirements of the population; and if Government also deprives 
them of a part of it, the people will be thrown out of employment, and will have 
nothing left. Men of experience have owned that the late robberies and 
dacoities were the results of famine and the strict enforcement of the Forest 
Law; and there can be no question that these crimes will only be on the 
increase, if the Government perseveres in its present course of extending 
its forests. Mr. Caird, one of the members of the Famine Commission, has 
made similar statements in his report. He maintains that the land reserved 
for forests in the Bombay Presidency is already more than enough. If such is 
the case, where is the necessity of extending them still further? Government 
may derive some little benefit by doing so, but it will sooner or later come 
to know that that is nothing before the hardships and sufferings of the people. 
(A correspondent of the same, writing from Madhen in the Jdoli Taluka, 
pathetically describes at great length the condition of the ryots in that district, 


consequent upon the introduction of the Forest Law, and expresses exactly. 


similar sentiments.) 


The Khandesh Waibhaw (19) of the 9th July is delighted to hear that Sir 
John Strachey is going to resign his office as Finance 


W ad ote ° ° ° : 
9 — vot a li ohn Minister, and that Mr. Evelyn Baring is ay TO to 


re- ° : e 

eultsd Visas sf Gana. the post; but it does not understand why change 
: iii! should take place in November next. The native 

public expected that Sir John Strachey’s (9 cys would be accepted, and 

that his successor would take charge of the Indian fimances, without any delay, 


as was the case with the Vice office. If Sir John had any sense of self- 
respect, he would certainly not have remained in India any longer even for a 
single moment. By being allowed to complete his period of service, and to 


remain in office as long as he likes, not only has he not been punished for his 
mismanagement of the Indian finances, but he has also lost nothing in the 
shape of pay or pension! On considering Sir John’s case, one cannot but 
perceive that the big Indian officials have no idea of responsibility, nor any 
4n P 17—7 [con 199] : 
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: of justice or truthfulness. It is trul fstonishing ing that when a Vice: 
sdopis 8 mistaken policy in ruling oved Wis subjects, and when a Finanes | 


Minister commits blunders which result in a loss of of rupees to this country, 
in a fearful increase in its national debt, and in the probability of imcreased 


taxation, these responsible officers should suffer nothing thereby, and be 
allowed to go scot-free. No native Government would have tolorated such 2 
thing for a single moment. As Sir John Strachey has now lost the confidence 
of Indian as well as the British public, his friends and relatives 
have taken upon themselves to defend him, and have only added fuel to the 
fre. His brother, General Richard Strachey, has publicly asked pardon 
on his behalf, and has utterly failed in attempting to defend him by 
adducing childish and futile ents in his favour. He says that the 
methods of keeping accounts in India and England are entirely di t from 
one another ; but does it follow from this that the rules of ari ic are also 
different in the two countries? Can two and two ever make five? What- 
ever may be the mode of keeping accounts in India, an officer who understands 
his nsibilities and his duties will never commit such a huge blunder as 
that which has been brought home to the present Finance Minister ; and if any 
should do so, he ean on no account be oned for it. The ordinary duties of 
a financier in times of peace consist of mere routine work. It is only in times — 
of war and famine that he has. scope to display his ability and his talents. 
There were several Finance Ministers before the days of Sir John Strachey, and 
then there was no deficit. Jt would appear as if the present Finance Minister 
went on showing 2 surplus year by year when there was actually a deficit, and 
that it thus went on accumulating to its present amount. Taking all these 
facts into consideration, the conduct of Government in hesitating to dismiss 
such an unworthy officer appears exceedingly unnatural and strange. Would 
a native officer jn the position of Sir John Strachey have been treated with the 
same leniency ? 7 


The Satya Sadan (20) of the 10th July is glad to see that the com- 
oi ems munication between Bombay and Alibég is now 
dom met spprech the Hoty FTO and Dharaatar ‘harbours; bot there are 
jn Moren harbour. , MS, UU cre are 
a certain difficulties in the way of the Alibég com- 
munity enjoying all the comforts and conveniences intended for them by 
Government; In the first place the road leading to the Moren harbour is 
not propery repaired, and one is thoroughly shaken up in the bullock-cart 
before he reaches it. Secondly, the dharmashdldé there has an exceedingly 
damp floor, and as the steamer does not come into the harbour at an 
appointed time, one is obliged sometimes to pass three or four hours on it. 
Lhere is a room on one side with a bench in it, but a policeman, whois station- 
ed there, prevents people from entering it. In order that people may not be 
put to any inconvenience in getting on board the steamer, a jetty been 
constructed at great expense, and a large sum of money is spent annually on its 
repairs; but for reasons best known to the captain, the steamer stops at some 
disfance from the harbour, and one has to sit in a boat before he reaches it. 
All this puts one to great trouble in these rainy days, especially if accom- 
age by one’s family. It will perhaps be said that after all it is much better 
n the old way of coming to Bombay ; but this argument does not stand, 
when it is remembered ‘that lacs out of the public money have heen nt on 
the erection of the jetty and the making of roads, &c. ts it not right that they 
should e a fair return in the shape of additional comforts and conveniences ? 
What is the use of the jetty if the steamer cannot approach it? The Sadan 
prays Government to inquire why it is so, a ) 


The Hitechchhu (22) of the 11th July, referring to the war between Russia 
Dilterer Oia taaar wie and China, believes that the possession of India is the 


cause of the war, and expresses sentiments similar to 
Rosle sat Oe” between those expressed by the Paine Waibhaw (44) of the 
| ae 15th July, noticed in the last weekly summary. 
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The Satya Shodhak (23) of the 11th July says that it is a favourable si 
ae eS for the agricultural classes of this country that public | 


nme .* attention is now directed to their welfare. The 
ee to thenotice attention of the authorities was drawn to this subject 


some time ago, and. in order to free the ryots from 
their indebtedness and to reduce their dependence upon the money-lenders, the 
Deccan Agricultural Relief Act was lately passed. But it is to be feared that, 
while the working of this Act will necessitate an expenditure of one lac of 
rupees annually, it is sure to prove unsatisfactory in the end, because it does 
not strike at the root of the evil. There can be no two opinions on this 
subject. All the evils which the peasant population is at present suffering from, 
are due to their poverty consequent on their ignorance, for which there is only 
one remedy, and that is education. Mr. Ganesh Wdsudew Joshi, the founder 
of the Sdérvajanik Sabh4 of Poona, and the well-known public benefactor, has 
published @ memorandum on this subject, in which he says that education 
is the only panacea for all the evils which the agricultural classes of this coun 
are at present suffering from. If the children of those classes be taught to read, 
write, and to cast accounts, their condition is sure to improve'in the course of 
time. A school should be opened for this p in each village, and a 
training school at each tdluka station. The additional expense should be 
met from the Local Funds, which are really intended for the benefit of the 
agricultural classes, from whom they are collected. It would, therefore, be only 
doing justice if a portion of those funds be devoted to the education of those 
classes. It is rather hard upon the poor ryots that they should be asked to 
pay the one-anna local cess, without deriving any advantage from it. The 
greater of that cess is at present spent upon the erection of large and 
beautiful public buildings on the European model, in making roads, in laying 
out beautiful gardens, and in similar other costly works. Some Collectors have 
gone the length of borrowing large sums of money for this purpose by mort- 
gaging the proceeds of the Local Funds for the next 30 or 40 years! All these 
works, however, are of little use to the indigent ryots. The Local Funds amount 
to about 35 lacs, and two-thirds of this sum are spent on such works as are 
mentioned above, while the remaining one-third is devoted to educational 
eurponst It is, however, just that at least one-half of this sum should be so 
evoted. In the days of the Peshwas the ryots were required to pay a cess 
of 7 per cent. under the head of ‘ Village expenditure,” which, unlike the 
Famine Insurance Fund, was actually spent for the purpose for which it was 
intended, including among other things the charges for alittle village school. 
The management of this fund was left in the hands of the headman of the 
village assisted by some of the principal inhabitants; but when the present 
Government came to power, it included this fund in the other sources of 
public revenue, and promised to take upon itself the task of providing for the 
education of the ryots. But these promises.were never fulfilled and a number 
of schools were opened, which were unsuited to their limited requirements. To 
this may be attributed the present deplorable ignorance of those people. The 
remedy for this state of things suggested by Mr. Joshi, seems to be the best 
and the most economical. Instead of spending an additional lac for the working 
of the Act, which, at the best, is doubtful of success, it would be better if the 
Viceroy were to direct his serious attention to the proposals made by Mr. Joshi, 


which is calculated to improve the condition of the ryots without any additional 


expenditure from the public revenue. It appears that in accordance with Mr. 
oshi’s suggestions, a new school for the children of peasants is opened in the 
village of Bh4mburd4 in the Poona Collectorate; but it is to be hoped that 


Mr. Joshi’s proposals will receive a larger share of attention on the part of the 
Government. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 9th July, referring to the evening party lately 


Urges the necessity of great- given by the Lord Bishop of Bombay to the gentry 


cal ; of Poona, expresses sentiments similar to those of the 

‘fhe rulers wl oes betwen Dnyén Prakdsh (5) of the 8th July, noticed in the last 
weekly summary. (The Dnydnodaya (10) of the 

J5th July expresses similar sentiments, ) 
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The Vengurla Writta (31) of the Ist and of the 8th J go ger two long 


; articles on the management of Indian finances 
Comments on eee — : by Sir John Strachey. It says that God is just, and 


admin ise a since He has entrusted the Government of this coun 
3 oo ont Gic Joka Piendhey. to the British nation, it follows that they must ie 
capable of conducting the duties of such a 
It also follows that He is always watchful to see whether those to whose care 
He has committed such heavy responsibilities, are conducting themselves 
properly or not. But it is natural for man, when he is filled with pride and self- 
importance on account of his high authority, to forget his Maker and to arrogate 
to himself all the powers derived from Him. Nor was Lord Lytton an exception 
to the rule. When he first came to India he was filled with large and liberal 
views of the rights of man, but when he was firmly seated on the Vice 
chair he soon became a changed man, and after the Darbdér at Delhi he 
became a thorough Mogul Emperor. The same man, who had just written the 
Fuller Minute, did not scruple to curtail the liberty of the Native Press. Again, 
‘when it was proposed by Sir John Strachey to introduce the license-tax, His 
Lordship assured the public that the proceeds of that tax would not be devoted 
to any other purpose except alleviating the distress* consequent on famine. It 
is now useless to enumerate the numerous Acts passed during His Lordship’s 
short administration. One great failing in Lord Lytton was that he was guided 
by the advice of evil Councillors, the result of which was the deficit lately 
discovered in the Indian Budget. The more one thinks about it, the more is one 
inclined to believe that it was not an accidental error. When the Budget was 
laid before the Council by Sir John, the natives never suspected that there could 
have been anything like a manipulation of the accounts, because they have no 
hand in the government of the country, and their knowledge of the ins and outs 
of the Viceregal Council is necessarily very limited ; but the British public were 
not slow in bringing the error to light as soon as they became aware of it. 
In spite of his mismanagement of the finances, however, Sir John Strachey had 
the hardihood not only to ask fora bonus of Rs. 50,000 as a reward for his having 
presided over them, but actually to accept it! It would appear asif it is a 
- principle with some Englishmen to carry as much Indian money to England 

as possible whether acquired by honourable or dishonourable means! Some 
consolation, however, may be derived from the fact that the British public is 
aroused to a sense of righteous indignation at the wrongs done to this country 
by her Finance Minister, and the English newspapers are suggesting various 
modes of punishment, each after his own fashion. The Standard suggests that 
Sir John Strachey should be dismissed from his post and should be re-called to 
England. Some papers suggest that he should be impeached and tried before 
Parliament ; others that a heavy fine should be inflicted on him. 


The Satya Mitra (43) of the 17th July says that it is nothing but childish 


folly on the part of many people in England who are 

, Considers the religious ob- agitating to get the appointment of Lord Ripon 

— : atin wh Lord ¢ancelled, because he does not belong to the establish- 

Ys a gy “vam ed Church. Ifa Viceroy or a Governor confers some 

| boon on the British nation, they will never inquire 

about his religious persuasion! Did they ever show so much anxiety about the 

welfare of the Hindus, as they are now showing on account of the Viceroy’s 

being a Roman Catholic? If the agitators in England acted from disinterested 

motives and had the good of this country at heart, they would not have been 
engaged in carrying on such a useless discussion. 


The Poona Waibhaw (44) of the 13th J uly says thatas Turkey and Greece 
. are busily engaged in making preparations for war, 
. Thinksthat England should jt is not improbable that the other European powers, 
rar bette? in the impending especially England, will be constrained to join the 
ower and ° . J . 
Greece. one or the other. On an independent consideration 
-. of the question it seems proper that England should 
Turkey, with which power. it is intimately connected in several 
will 


from the usual policy of the British Ministers, it is conjectured that they 
prevent their country being drawn into the war as much as possible. Nor 


as 
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does this con) appear to be wrong, inasmuch as they haye already ex- 

7 ves in strong terms to the Sultdén, that if he should not act 
according to their suggestions, they will become a party to the conference of 
the other European powers for wowing Eyed government to the people of 
Turkey. As that country is an independent power, the Waibhaw is not aware 
whether it is in accordance with the teachings of Christianity for the other 
powers to combine together to accomplish its destruction; but if such is the 
¢ase, why do not the great powers combine together to exercise their goodness 
and humanity im rescuing other nations from the misgovernment and oppres- 
sion of certain Christian powers? No! That is not possible ; because these have 
not yet fallen so low as Turkey! Not to of the other powers of Europe, 
it was the duty of England, which boasts of its justice, to act ing to its 
previous promise, and to assist Turkey in its hour of need. Instead of doing 
anything of the kind, however, it is the first to withdraw itself from all connec- 
tion with that country ! 


The same deplores the present condition of Kurope, which, while it has 
| undoubtedly reached a very high stage of civilization, 
PF soe bey the whole of is armed to the teeth and ready to burst into a general 
urope soon be m a . } - ot os 
state of war. conflagration. It ~—— that European ci tion 
has now reached its climax and is now tending to its 
own destruction. Whenever there was any international question to be decided, 
it was hitherto the ice with the six powers to meet together in 
common council for the purpose of settling it, but this wholesome rule seems to 
be set aside in these days, and the said_powers are engaged in falling out with 
one another. It is difficult to foresee the consequences of such a suicidal 
licy, but there can be no doubt that it will lead to a serious loss of human 
ife. Since the late Franco-Prussian war those two countries have been in i 
their forces to an enormous extent, and are become deadly enemies of each 
other. This has necessitated the neighbouring powers’ increasing their arma- 
ments in proportion, and the result is, that the whole of Europe is now armed | 
. to the teeth, and does not know where tv put forth its energies. Russia has 
already set an example by putting down Turkey, and is now engaged in sub- 
duing the Chinese. In the case of Turkey, the other five great powers lately 
held a conference at Berlin to decide the fate of that country. As it was 
intended to sever some of its richest and best provinces, it was necessary that 
the representatives of that power should have been invited to the conference. 
As this was, however, not done, Turkey feels doubly nettled by this insult, and 
is making warlike preparations. Although England is not much concerned in 
the impending war, it is the banker of many of the other powers, and may be 
induced to side with one of the two parties. If this should happen, there is no 
knowing how far the conflagration may spread. 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 11th July contains a communication, the 
; writer of which states that one Govind Joth4 took a 
ae that injustice has contract for one year for the sale of opinm in the Go 
oe ve eg con- Téluka. He observed the agreement for about eight 
—_ - . months, at the end of which period he fell sick and 
3 his partner and servant misappropriated the profits 
of the business. He could not, therefore, observe the contract any more. 
Government, therefore, sold his movable and immovable property by auction to 
re-imburse themselves for the opium, valued at about Rs. 1,500, which he did 
not buy from them. But in doing so they have done injustice to him, inas- 
much as they ought to have recovered from him only the “7 and not the 
value of the opium which has remained in their possession. He tried to g 
justice in this matter, but did not succeed. He is now dead, and none of hi 
a are able to seek redress which Government ought to grant in justice to 
emselves, | 


The Bombay Samdchdr (49) of the 15th July, in noticing the report 

Mal submitted by the Famine Commission, observes that 
mith of ee it is stated in that document that in the two famine 
mission,  :—syears of 1877 and 1878 about 52,50,000 ns died 
m starvation. But had the measures for the relief 
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of the famine-stricken been ado with due care, the mortality would not 
have been so large.. There is no doubt the suggestions and the recommend- 
ations made by the Commission, will, if adopted, greatly mitigate distress ; 
but it must be remembered that every administrative measure is not carried 
out in this country with as much care and caution as is the case in England in 
such cases. Good arrangements frequently miscarry on account of the faults 
of individual officers, and in place of the expected benefit, loss ensues. The 
Supreme Government have, for mstance, set the bad example of diverting the 
_ Famine Insurance Fund to the Afghan war. It is not, therefore, astonishing 
if some of their officers are encouraged by the above example to act similarly. 
It is, therefore, highly necessary that every famine measure should be 
and strictly carried out. 


losses. Government haye increased their 

income from liquor by raising the duty levied on it, 

, but have not, it seems, adopted any measures to check 

the vice of drinking. The poor people who use country liquors have been the 

principal sufferers from the increase in the duty. They have to pay a high 

rice for a small quantity of drink. The liquor-sellers also suffer an indirect 

oss. Perhaps it may not be considered advisable to make any reduction in the 

duty at present, but their grievances ought to be removed at the earliest 
opportunity. 


The Akhbére Sowddgar (51) of the 15th July, in alluding to the proposal 
-made by Lord Stanley af Alderley that vail should 
Supports Lord Staniey’s be a court of appeal in England for Indian grievances, 
wa fee Tat : of appeal and that it should be composed of five members, &c., 
aa oY" observes that in some cases the interests of the State 
: are involved. For instance, disputes arise between 
the Government officials and the Native Princes about territorial boundaries or 
land revenue. Appeals on the decision of local anthorities made to the Privy 
Council are believed not to receive impartial consideration from it, as the Secre- 
tary of State for India influence with it. The necessity of having an 
impartial court, which no connection whatever with Government, has lo 
been felt, and nobody can deny.the desirability of supplying this want. co 
Stanley of Alderley has ably broached this subject, and to strengthen his hands 
and obtain the important concession at once, the people of India should join in 
the demand. Bombay should give up her usual lethargy and take the lead in 
this matter, and then the other cities and towns will soon follow her. 


The Yajdén Parast (54) of the 11th July, in alluding to the determination of 

| Turkey not to submit to the decree of the International 

Conference of Berlin to cede certain places to Greece 

without making an armed opposition, observes that 

she cannot be much blamed for arriving at this reso- 

lution. The Conference has thought it fit to compel 

her to fulfil some of the conditions of the Berlin Treaty, 

which she has left unfulfilled; but has neglected to 

take due notice of the acts which Russia has committed in contravention to 

that treaty. For instance, the latter has not given up the forts on the shore of 

the Danube, and has built a fort at the Port of Batoum, and placed heavy pieces 

of artillery on it. It is, therefore, an injustice to Turkey that she should be 

required to fulfil her part of the treaty, while Russia should escape scot-free. 

| The former has, therefore, only done justice to her own bravery, patriotism, 

and self-respect by determining to make an armed opposition to anything like 
compulsion to submit to the dictates of the conference instead of mutel 
succumbing to the injustice, There is much room for reform in the Turkis 


Empire; but it wil] be accomplished not by threats but by affording her 


: 
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‘he Loka Mitra (56) of the 11th July, in alluding to the disappearance of 


| e young Thakore of Gondal and the young Naw4b 
‘Makes remarks on the dis- of SAvdnir from the Réjkumér College and their return 


appearance of two to it, observes that they have that the cause of 
rom epcuiii~seiaa te their absconding was the strict discipline of the College 


| and the harsh conduct of some of their teachers. It is 
true that young Princes are much indulged at home, and are likely to consider 
the College discipline as very strict. But the discipline of an institution like the 
R4jkumér College should be such as should not be considered very strict by the 
royal students who should bina. | submit to it. It should also be ascertained 
which of the teachers of the two Princes acted harshly towards them, and if the 
charge be proved against them, they should be removed from their situations, The 
fact that the Princes left the College without being observed by any of the 
and superintendents, speaks of laxity in the supervision, and this 
efect ought to be removed without delay, so that the College may bear a good 
name among the Chiefs of the province. ‘The Political Agent seems to have taken 
wise steps in this matter from the commencement, and it is, therefore, to be 
hoped that he will duly carry out the above suggestions. (The Samsher 
Bahddur (58) of the 9th Jaly and the Rést Goftar (52) of the 11th July make 
similar suggestions.) ~ : . 
The same, in alluding to thereported advance of Ayub Khén upon Kandé4hér, 
| | asks the question, what can be his object in marching 
mane Bc Be ype upon this city ? Does he wish to become the Amir 
Khon on Kandahar. Of Cabul? But he cannot aspire to that high office, 
as he must be well aware that it involves great risk 
and responsibility at present, and that claimants more powerful than he, viz., 
Abdul Rahman and Musé are already trying forit. Nor does it look probable that 
he intends to conquer Kandshér in order to annex it fo Herat. It seems probable 
that his present movements are made at the instigation of Abdul Rahman and 
the Russians. Though Abdul outwardly assumes a friendly ap nce, he has 
incited the Afghans to rise against the British, and this conduct on his part 
raises the supposition that he has made Ayub Khan his tool. TheRussians may 
have given consent to this arrangement, in order to keep the English en 
in Afghanistén, while they themselves are occupied with the Chinese. The 
British Government have made Kanddhér the central depét of their operations, 
and are staying there in peace and are unwilling to evacuate it. Under these 
circumstances it seems likely that Abdul may have wished to give them trouble 
through the instrumentality of Ayub Khan, in order to induce them to evacuate 
it through di But neither Abdul nor Ayub will succeed in his aims. 
The British will have to undergo a little trouble to drive away Ayub; but 
there is no doubt that they will succeed in doing this. His advance on 
Kandéhér is the result of the objectionable policy of separating that city from 
Afghdnistén and keeping possession of it, which the late Ministry commenced, and 
to which the present Ministry have adhered. 


The Broach Samdchér (68) of the 8th July, but received on the 12th, states 

that a few days ago the Naik of the party of police- 

Observes that the pollen men in charge of the jail at that station outraged a 

Orewa oomged a female female prisoner. The culprit is said to have been 

soll Tees Gk cat, nak | by reduction of his rank. If this report be 

true, it is to be regretted that he has not been dismissed 

from the service or punished more severely as he deserved, in order to serve as 
an example to others. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (67) of the 12th July observes that Her Imperial 
Majesty the Queen promised in the proclamation for 


2 eae the assumption of direct rule over India, that the lives, 


Ahmedabad. roperty and re a * of Her Indian subjects would 

. duly protected. If any Government officer acts 
against this promise, is he not guilty of having shown disrespect to the royal 
Commands? The Ahmedabad Samdchér (59) states that the Shrawaks of 


Sénand had collected and preserved fish in the tank of that town ; but the 
Assistant Collector in charge of the District had some fish caught by means of 
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nets, and sent some to the Collector‘and the Judge of Ahmedabad as a present 
Ifthis statement be true, the Assistant has shown di for the royal pro- 


clamation, since the Shrawaks preserved the fish at their own cost as an act 


of humanity, and their feelings have been hurt by his conduct. To whom. 


can the people go for redress since he has sent presents of the fish to the 
Collector and the Ju 


contrary to the above-mentioned proclamation to poison dogs which are not 
rabid, in the presence of persons who have religious objections to take animal 
life. The authorities of Ahmedabad seem to have even gone beyond the above- 
mentioned objectionable act. It is stated that a dog ran into the warehouse 
of a Bania merchant in Sénkdi Sheri in Ahmedabad, but the dog-killers 
followed the animal into the building, and administered poison to it there. It 
seems that the Penal Code has no authority over officials, and is binding on the 
subjects only. If the latter do any uct against any particular religion, or effect: 
a forcible entry into a building, they are ? goes under the Code; but if the 
former do the same they are not punished. | 


The same, in alluding to the statement made by the Secretary of State for 


India in the House of Commons, that the estimated | 


Makes remarks the deficit for 1880-81 is three krores of rupees, observes 
wins dobcit of. thre that it remains to be seen how this deficit will be 
| made up. _ The license-tax and the salt-duty have 
already considerably annoyed the people. Though the Indian revenue has 
increased almost annually, and has rsen from fifteen krores of rupees to 
sixty-five krores, yet the deficits are frequent, regretfully observes the Mitra. 
There are many reasons for this unsatisfactory state of things. For instance, 
the high pay and allowances given to the Convenanted Civil ts, loss from 
exchange, the cost of the army kept in England on account of India, the 
re wip Hill College, the Military and Civil Pension lists, and the cost of the 
Afghan war—all these have contributed to empty the exchequer. 


The same prays Government to throw out the Bill to exempt Government 
roperty. from Municipal taxation. The reasons 
: ves of the Bill to briefly given are the same as those, which appeared in 


 exempt.Government property the Hast Goftar (52) of the 4th instant, and werenoticed. 


from Municipal taxation. at some length in the summary for the week ending 


10th July. 


The A'rya Dharma Prakdsh (72) for the month of A'shadh, Samwat year 


xe anes aes statement rate me gem Pog sore 
, Makes remarks In couneo- whic aken place in the public debt of India duri 

— oe See eae - the last forty years, and observes that in 1840 the 
cost of the civil administration of the country was 

six krores; the military expenses have risen in the same period from nine and a 
quarter krores to seventeen krores, and so on; and the total expenses of the empire 
have risen from twenty-two to sixty-three krores! The revenues have also 
increased from twenty to sixty-four krores and three quarters. The public 
debt as shown in the above statement has also adeally increased, and has 
attained the large amount of one thousand four hundred and twenty millions of 
rupees. There has been no territorial extension or grave political occurrence 
within this period -to justify the enormous increase in the revenues, expenses 
and the public debt. The exorbitant expenses incurred in connection with the 
political events in India or in England have’been thrown on the Indian exchequer, 
and new taxes were on several of these occasions levied to meet the contingencies. 
But the expenses have been always greater than the revenues. The English 
authorities in India have spent the funds extravagantly, but would not 
realize the awful financial difficulties into which the country has been thrown. 
The provident and far-sighted lish statesmen, however, saw the danger 
and ordered large reductions in the expenses. But the order was left to 
be carried out by persons whose interests would suffer, if they strictly gave 
effect to it ; and lake a reduction of about fifteen lacs of rupees only was made. 
So long as the Indian authorities do not see that the welfare of England depends 
to a considerable extent on the welfare of India, they will make slight reductions 
in the expenses in compliance with the orders of the Home Government, while, 


dge? This seems like the Mogul rule! Again, it is 
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on the other hand, they will obtain its sanction to new liabilities. A material 
reduction can be made if the exorbitant salaries and allowances paid to 
 Buropean Civilians are duly curtailed, and natives are appointed to posts to 
' which they can be nominated without any political objections. 


The Widyé Mitra (78) for the month of July 1880 contains “ A short - 
a review of Lord Beaconsfield’s administration, No. 3.” 
verely administrati The Mitra severely censures His Lordship for obtain- 
een ima ion of Cyprus by contracting a secret 
treaty with Turkey, for failing to challenge Russia for meddling with Afghdn- 
istan, and for declaring the Afghén war on the plea of securing to India a 


The Mitra censures him also for having adopted in England and India wilful 
imperialism, and is glad that the misguided Englishmen have at last seen and 


Municipalities. 


The: Dnydén Prakdsh (5) of the 15th July contends that the Municipal 


ee election franchise should be conferred on the people of 
P _ ys > § oe wpe Poona. It is now an admitted fact that the present 
Prana. : Y system, according to which the non-official members 
3 are elected by the Government, is attended with evil 
consequences. From the appointments hitherto made it does not appear that the 
Zilla authorities are actuated by any strong desire to see that proper persons 
are so elected, nor can it be reasonably expected that they should have the 
welfare of the people at heart to the same extent as those people themselves. 
The Collectors are generally men who are imperfectly acquainted with the true 
condition of the ryots, and are constrained to depend very much upon the 
information obtained from their subordinates and occasional visitors. The © 
result is, that sometimes the most incompetent and worthless men are nominated 
as Municipal Commissioners. These visitors generally consist of men who are 
rich and have nothing to do, and whose sole occupation therefore consists of 
ying visits to the officials, of inviting them to their own houses, to do them 
onour, and of flattering them by giving expression to such views as they 
would like. It is, therefore, difficult to find any town which has really benefited 
from the reforms introduced by its Municipal Committee. The general rule is, 
to nominate rich men as Commissioners without any regard to their qualifica- 
‘ions, which results in neglect of the true interest of the public. All sense of 
duty and responsibility is lost in the adoration paid to the presiding deity. 
Another serious consequence of the present system of nomination is, that if an 
independent member dares at any time to represent the true condition of the 
people, he falls ont of the good graces of the authorities, and is made to resign 
in favour of some worthless favourite. It is true that the person so displaced 
does not care much for the loss of his appointment, but the baneful effect of the 
system is obvious. Not a man remains on the committee who would take upon 
himself to speak on behalf of the ryots. It becomes the fashion to consent to 
every measure proposed by the President, and the true interests of the people 
are thus lost sight of. These remarks are applicable not only to the small 
towns in the mofussil, but also to large towns like Poona. The Municipality 
of the last-mentioned town has up to this time done so many absurd things as not 
-e to incur displeasure but also the greatest contempt on the part of the people 
(of Poona. The want of care and vigilance during the months of December 
and J anuary last, when the city was attacked by cholera, the resolution not 
to use the site of the Budhwér WAdé for such a public and important purpose 
a8 that of erecting u building for the Native General Library, the neglect of 
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the filters which make the canal water drinkable, are only a few instances of the 
utter want of eare and to the public welfare shown by this Municipality. 
The main cause of the dislike shown bY the natives-to these institutions con- 
stituted as they are at present is, that the nomination of the non-official members 
is placed in the hands of the Zilla authorities. This is the root of the evil. It 


seems just and reasonable that as the Municipal funds are derived from the. 


tax-payers, the management of these funds ought to be entrusted to men in 
sae tney have perfect confidence, and who are nominated by them. It is 
clear, therefore, that true municipal reform is impossible, unless the elective 
franchise is conferred on the people. Itis of course not contended that every 
city in India which has a Municipality, is in a position to undertake the 
responsibilities involved in the electoral franchise; but there can be no 
question that the City of Poona is in a position to understand its rights and 
. privileges. This ancient city was the seat of the former Government for 

‘nearly a hundred years, and it still enjoys that importance under the present 

for some months —. the year. The income of the arom oom has 
gone on increasing from Rs. 15,000 to Rs. 1,75,000 during the last twenty-five 
years, which means that each rate-payer pays about seven or eight rupees 
for municipal purposes. A city which can afford to pay -such heavy taxation 
without grumbling, evidently understands fully its duties and its responsibi- 
-_Jities. The intelligence of the inhabitants of Poona and their love of undertaking 
works of public utility are too well-known to require mentioning. There are 
a great many wealthy and educated people in this city, as well as the descend- 
ants of ancient and illustrious families. ‘The system of appointing the people 
as jurors in criminal cases was introduced into this city 15 years ago, and 
Government is fully aware of the satisfactory manner in which it has been 
working. fxperience has also. shown that the electoral franchise conferred by 
Government on cities like Lahore, Lucknow, Kurrachee, Allahabad, &c., not to 
mention Bombay, Madras and Calcutta, has done immense good in those cities, 
and there can be no reason why it should not do the same in Poona. It is to 
be hoped that Government will favourably consider the petition of the inhabit- 
ants of that city on this subject. 


The Dnydn Bodhak (38) of the 12th July complains that the Municipality 
of Dharwad has existed for several years, but has done 
Advises the people of nothing worthy of notice. On the other hand it 
Ditents send a petition is in contemplation to increase the house-tax to an 
cuir he Dookedll tartans enormous extent. It appears that the owners of 
in the house-tax. houses have been asked to give an estimate of the cost 
of building their houses, together with the price of the 
land on which they are built, supposing that had to be done over again; and 
the proposed tax is based on these estimates, which have been in some cases 
altered if suspected of being incorrect.. Do the Municipal authorities suppose 
that a house will always fetch as much if sold as it cost at first? The late 
Revenue Commissioner the Honourable Mr. Hope had carefully considered the 
question, and resolved that the house-tax should never exceed Rs. 6 in any case. 
If that tax is determined on the cost of building a house, it will act as a 
preventive against people erecting large and handsome dwellings; nay, they 
may even consider it advantageous to sell their houses to the Municipality and 
to become its tenants. Is this municipal reform? Where was the necessity of 
making changes in the present house-tax ? If it is contended that the money 
is required to meet the increased expenditure, what works of public utility has 
the Municipality ever undertaken to justify such a step? It does not care 
to supply the people even with ordinary street-lamps or to repair the side-drains 
ofthe streets! The annual income of the Dhérwar panes a amounts at 
present to Rs. 18,000, out of which Rs. 6,000 are spent on works of public 
utility, and Rs. 12,000 on keeping up the n establishment! What 
gross mismanagement is this? Are there are no intelligent members on the 
committee to advise that body how to manage its finances? In conclusion, the 
Bodhak advises the people of Dh4rwar to forward a petition to Government to 
prevent the new house-tax from coming into force. 
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5) of the 11th July publishes a peice to the 
unicipality of Surat dated the 5th instant, from 


hfare 
e 
of their quarter, and soliciting that the work be done 
_ atonce, as it gets very inconvenient for foot-passengers 
as well as vehicles during the monsoon. The Mitra observes that since the 

ns who know their privileges and pray for concessions do not get them, 
there is no chance whatever of persons ignorant of their rights being encouraged 
to ask for them. | 


| Native States. 


The Dnydn Sdgar (29) of the 12th July; in along article, advises the Native 
States to do their utmost to furnish employment to 
ae — a the hundreds of educated youths that are yearly 
drempard iis center. ' turned adrift upon the world. It is no doubt highly 
satisfactory to reflect on the immense good that 
the Government is doing to this country by educating its sons. . There are 
hundreds of schools and colleges scattered over the country, and graduates have 
become so.cheap that they are willing to take up any duties on a small salary. 
It is daily becoming more and more difficult for the educated classes to secure 
the means of livelihood ; because while education is extending, the. trades and 
fessions are dying out. The Native States, however, are in a position to 
come to the help of the people in this respect, by encouraging the manufacture 
of paper and other similar articles on European principles.. It is not contended 
that all the States with their limited resources are in a position to do so, but 
where there is will there is way, and if the several States take up the question 
and unite their reasources, there can be no doubt that they can do immense 
good to the country and to themselves by fostering native industry, and 
introducing Various manufactures so as to give encouragement to trade and 
commerce, and to furnish employment to the educated classes. His Highness 
Holkar has been doing something ‘in this direction in the shape of cotton 
mills, State Railways and similar works; but it is to be hoped that Chiefs and 
Jahigird4rs in the Southern Mardéthé Country like Jamkhindikar, Ghitge, 
Ké4galkar and others will set an example to the rest by opening such works as 
are mentioned above. (A correspondent of the Suryodaya (6) of the 12th July, 
referring to the feeding of one lac of Brahmins by His Highness Sindia, 
gives somewhat similar advice to His Highness.) 


A correspondent of the Hetechchhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 8th July, but 
_  Yeceived on the 12th, in alluding to the murder of 
Phcrape pag a E, Sardarsing Harising in the precinets of the town of 
very small. Sddra, observes that for nine days after the date of the 
murder the police could not discover the corpse. At 
last the father of the deceased came and madea search and then the corpse was 
found. The number of policemen in the whole of the Sddra District is small, 
and, consequently, the perpetrators of serious crimes remain undetected. For 
mstance, there are eight policemen and a chowdri for the bazar at Sadra, and 
they are entrusted with multifarious duties, as the execution of the decrees of 
civil courts, serving summonses &c., &c. There is no Superintendent of Police 
to see that the police perform their duties properly, and that the perpetrator of 
- dacoities, murders and other serious crimes do not escape. The same writer 
states that within the year which has elapsed since the death of Himatsingji, 
the Guardian of the young Thikore of Pethdpur, appointed three Karbhéris one 
after another to manage the small State. The Karbhdri is merely nominal. 
The real manager of the State is Chanji Dabhi, a Hajuri of the late Thakore, 
who enjoys the confidence of the Guardian. 
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~ Politics and the Public Administration. . 


‘The Deccan Star (2) of the 18th July ‘says*: “We are no alarmists, lot 


us not be misunderstood. We only testify to what we 
Comments onthe deficit. = have witnessed during the last few years. To such of 


: ents ithe be, yy to tax us with exaggeration and party bias, as are 
disposed to tax us with disloyal feelings, as are disposed_to say that we view 
the paternal Government from quite a different point, as think that we attribute 
the foulest of intentions to our benign rulers, we recommend a glance at. the 
financial position of our country. The loud talk of economy and of bright 
financial p ts tends to produce the very danger that is feared. After the 
so-called fertilizing and blessed rule of centuries, our rulefs are handing us 
down to the mercy of an unthinking, lavish and imprudent man. Daring the 
past few years we haveobserved that England 1s playing the magnifico abroad, and. 
pulling out a long purse. With all her talk of economy, the chief of which is to 
devise how best she may afford to be extravagant, she is after all steering the 
hip clear on a hard we § The ardent love of glory, which, we have observed, is 
so very wonderfully working within her, has after all run this vast empire to 
brankruptcy, and we now hear the deficit has enormously swollen. The 
telegraphic. news brought to us during the week has spread the alarm, and we 
now see that the Afghan war has completely broken our backs. History bears 
testimony to the fact that according as glory is cultivated by princes, it 
roduces the greatest good or the greatest evil. The history of Lewis, King of 
rance, has clearly proved for us that a sovereign, who makes extent of territory 
an index of his power is soon deluded into a fondness for vain glory, and then 
upon unjust principles forms projects of invasion, rapine, murder and all the 
thousand and one evils of an unjust war. Under such a sovereign sciences and 
arts are encouraged in the most generous manner, while at the same time 
tyranny is practised as if, as Addison puts it ‘men of higher faculties were to be 
bribed to permit the massacre of the rest of the world.’ Such has been our 
experience of the paternal Government, which they say is a Godsend. Our 
benign rulers have been constantly plundering us of our riches,—riches in men 
and money; and they still are eager to invade. Our benign rulers have 
waxed rich at Home on the spoils they have carried and carry away from India, 
and asthe author we have quoted at the beginning remarks, have as it were 
made of theft a trade. This is the popular belief, and we extremely regret this 
belief is based upon facts. The only fault we can find with our fellowmen is, 
‘that in believing this they have committed the great blunder of going from 
panes to generals, for thouzh we cannot even for a moment doubt that such 
been the case with the late Governor General and his financial Minister, 
we cannot induce ourselves to believe that this has always been or will always 
be the case. From what we read a few months ago there is hope that some 
steps will be taken to wipe off the ever memorable scandal of Lytton cum 
Strachey administration, and that under the new Ministry we shall not at least 
he worse off, for last Friday’s telegraphic news has revived the hope that the 
moral conscience of the English nation will soon compel our benign rulers to 
take up a greater portion, if not the whole, of the cost of the Afghan war, 
which only may be said to have been the cause of the deficit.” 


The Indu Prakash (3) of the 19th July writes a long article on the deficit, 

a _ and wonders that it should have amounted to as much 

Per: sate dh. will as fifteen krores without having been discovered. “As 
© ex- : 

penses of the Afghan war.  Yegards the two responsible officers of Government, on 

whom the public naturally throws the greatest blame, 

Lord Lytton declares that he was entirely guided by the statements of the 

Finance Minister, while the latter has already received a reward of Rs. 50,000 

for his exceptional ability! Sir John Strachey in his Minute on the subject of 

the deficit, ascribes it to his ignorance of the actual expenditure on the Afghan 

war, on account of the present defective system of keeping accounts in the 

Military Department! Lord Hartington has, however, informed the India Gov- 


> 


* The article is headed with the following couplet :— 
“* A plundering race, still eager to invade, 
On spoil they live and make of theft a trade,” 
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ernment that the causes of the deficit pointed out by them are unsatisfactory 
and unreliable. He has also exp his surprise as to how the Indian Gov- ~ 
ernment could come to the conclusion that they had no room to doubt the 
correctness of the estimates of the Military Controller, when the total estimates 
for 1880-81 were so low as to be insufficient to meet the remaining charges of 
the preceding year. On the whole it cannot be denied that the explanation 
offered by the Indian authorities is wholly unsatisfactory. One of the English 
newspapers has plainly expressed its opinion that the Indian Government must 
have depended upon the sure return of the Conservatives again to power in the 
late elections, and upon the consequent facility of making up the defieit by 
some means or other without noise or trouble. One fact, however, is certain, 
that the Afghan war is the chief cause of the deficit, and it is a gratifying 
circumstance that the Secretary for India has expressed himself in Parliament 
_ to the effect that as the expenses of that war have far exceeded the original 
estimates, England should bear a considerable portion of the amount. (The 
Poona Watbhaw (44) of the 20th, the Suryodaya (6) of the 19th, the Khdndesh 
Waibhaw (19) of the 16th, the Rést Goftar (52) of the 18th, the Loka Mitra (56) 
of the 18th, and the Bombay Chronicle (48) of the 18th July, express somewhat 
similar sentiments.) — | 


A correspondent of the same, writing from the District of Kanara, says 
: _ that since the Government has directed its attention 
- yr of the working to making the Forest Department a source’ of revenue, 
orest Law in the th ° ° ° 
Kinara Zilla. e ryots are put to great difficulty in supplying 
: | } themselves with firewood and timber. In 1872, the 
Conservatur of Forests.and the Collector of Kanara obtained permission of 
Government for the ryots to supply themselves with some of the materials 
required for husbandry from the siiclales forests free of charge, but to pay a 
fee for the timber they might require. The present authorities of Kdénara, 
however, have changed this order. They have now formed a depét of timber 
at Shirsi, and compel all purchasers of that article to = it there only. The 
duty on firewood is doubled. The Kdjrd seed is collected and sold by Govern- 
ment, the proceeds of which during the last year, deducting charges for 
establishment, amounted to Rs. 40 only in two talukas! The ryots, however, 
are debarred from making use of the wood of that tree for making ploughs, and 
of its leaves for purposes of manure. There are many other difficulties of the 
same nature put in the way of the poor ryots without any advantage to Govern- 
ment. But the subordinate officials of the Forest Department take no heed of 
these, and try to secure their own promotion by pointing out to Government 
petty sources of revenue. If the Conservator of Forests would direet his 
attention to diminishing the working expenses of his department, it will be 
advantageous both to Government and to the people. There are at present 
seven forest officers in the seven tdélukas of the Kdnara Zilla, whose salaries 
and allowances absorb about Rs. 42,000 annually. In addition to this, the 
Conservator and his staff have a monthly extra allowance of Rs. 1,200. 
The Revenue Department performs four times as much work as the Forest 
Department, and yet it is conducted by three officers only. Why should the 
latter department require so many officers, when the same work was formerly 
done by one or two men? As regards the income, it is steadily diminishing 
since 1877, and now amounts to two and a half lacs only. If the present ex- 
penditure be reduced by about Rs. 25,000 by diminishing the number of 
officers, and the ryots allowed to get firewood free of charge as before, it will 
confer a blessing on the latter without any loss to the public revenue. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 22nd July, writing from 
Pre Kira a Chandori in the Niphédd Taluka of the Nasik Zilla, 
post office at Chidori jori'in the CO™Plains that people are put to great inconvenience 
Niaik Zilla, on account of there being no post office, nor even a 
box for posting letters, at Chandori. The Jahdgirddr 

of that pene, Mr. Hingne, several times applied for one to the head of the 
Postal Department, but it seems that no notice was taken of the application. 
At peseaet the inhabitants of Chéndori have to go by boat across the river to 
Sdéykhedé in order to post their letters, which, in addition to inconvenience and 


trouble, puts them to an expense of half an anna, whereas the post-card on 
2NP24—7 (con 211] eee et 
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which the letter is written is worth only a quarter of an anna! The postal rules 
allow the opening of a new post office at any place, provided the expense of 
.. keeping up the necessary establishment is not greater than the receipts.) Why 

should the Postal authorities hesitate to comply with the wishes of the people 
of Chéndori, when it is quite certain that there will be no difficulty on that 
head? Orifthere should be any doubt as regards the receipts, cannot the 
authorities afford at least to keep a box at Chéndori for Lem letters? The 
writer prays the Government to instruct the Postal authorities to supply the 
want of the people of Chandori. 


The Suryodaya (6) of the 19th July complains of the working of the Forest 

; w very much in the same strain as has been notic- 

— seca ho workmg ed in some of the previous weekly summaries, and 

eu ee describes how a husbandman, who was a native of 

Nigad in the Mahdéd Téluka, and who was ignorant of the new law, went into 

the neighbouring jungle-to collect materials for purposes of manure, and 

committed suicide oy hanging himself from a tree on account of his inability to 
pay the fine inflicted. : ‘ 


The same rejoices to see that His Excellency the new Viceroy is possessed 
of a high sense of justice and humanity, as shown b 


Is glad to see that His i. conduct in connection with the Vaccination Bill, 


Excellency the new Viceroy 


ye: and hopes that His Excellency will be always guided 
——" by similar considerations during his government of 
this country. 
oe ee ee The same is of opinion that as no definite ch 
Khin should be seated on have been proved against Y4kub Khén, he should be 
the throne of Cabul. seated on the throne of Cabul. 


The same is of opinion that there should be a post office at Surdpur in the 
eh: Niz4m’s territory. The writer is not aware if it is © 
a neg he Pty wee anty of the Nizéim or the Indian Government ; 
re ome but as there is much communication between British 


territory and the Nizdm’s, merchants are put to great inconvenience on account 
of the want of-a post office at Surdpur. 


The Dnydn Chakshu (9) of the 2ist July, in a long leader on the propriety 

of enlisting Mangs and Ramoshis as policemen, ex- 

Is glad to hear that Gov- Dresses its joy at hearing that Government intend 
ernment intend to enlist do; d : ae 

Mings and Ramoshis as 01Ng 80, an say sentiments similar to those | 

policemen, of the Bodha § ar (8) noticed in the. last weekly 

summary. 


The Subodha Patnkd (12) of the 18th July alludes to the agitation going 
: on in England on account of the nomination of Lord 
, 1s astonished at the agita- Ripon to the Viceregal chair. It is astonished and 
bom in Sngiand on account sorry to hear that Mr. Gladstone is become unpopular 
en oe ° page account, and doubts whether man teal 
members would have been returned to Parliament if 
the feeling of the nation had been at the time of the elections what it now is. 
The cause of all this agitation and change of feeling is the fear that Lord Ripon 
may give an undue encouragement to the Roman Catholic religion in India! 
While the bigoted rulers of this country exhibit so much paternal care and 
solicitude for the interests of two or three lacs of Protestants out of a subject 
popalenion of twenty-five krores, does it ever occur to them what harm they are 
og to the Hindu and Mahomedan religions, on account of the difference of 
their own religion from those of the governed races? Do not the people of 
India believe in their own religions as the Protestants do in theirs? Howsoever 
the English may pride themselves on their superiority over the French in 
other matters, there can be no question that they can derive a useful lesson 
from them as regards their notions of religious freedom and equality. (The 
Native Opinion (4) of the 18th July expresses the same astonishment at the 
agitation in England as the Subodha Patrika.) 
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The Arunodaya (13) of the 18th July says that Government hesitate to 


| opt a permanent settlement of land revenue in the 
eek pants in the Deccan, because they hope under the present 


system 
occ, to increase the rates according as the fertility of the 


land increases ; but in reality the country is suffering 
from distress without any counterbalancing advantage to Government. Under 
the present system, Government is obliged to maintain an e ive and 


xpensi 
mms ris Asc oedema like the Survey Department, and has also to keep up a 
larger esta 


required. On account of the uncertain tenure, the ryots take no permanent 
~ gnterest in the soil, which is thereby becoming 

The increased poverty of the ryots leads to crimes like robberies and dacoities, 
which result in increased anxiety and expense on the part of the Government. 
Besides, there can be no question that increased gg must end in disloyalty. 
All these deplorable consequences, however, will be obviated by a permanent 
settlement. Another very important advantage that will accrue from the intro- 
duction of the proposed measure is, that the present indifference of people to agri- 
cultural matters will disappear, and there will be no fear of the land becoming 
unproductive and useless, as seems most probable under existing circumstances. 


The Belgaum Samdchdr (15) of the 19th July describes the Right Reverend 

the Lord Bishop of Bombay’s evening party to the 

Urges the necessity of a ts Poona, and says that Englishmen, especially 
greater ae a ae the Missionaries, thoro hy appreciated the advantages 
ea of mixing with the natives of this country, but that 
| for some reason or other things have of late taken 
quite a different turn, and the gulf between the two races is becoming wider 


and wider. The noble example of the Lord Bishop is worthy of imitation by 
Europeans in this country. | 


The Shubha Suchak (17) of the 16th July is sorry to hear that the petition 


ae _ Of the inhabitants of W4i has been rejected by His 
aoe the ge eye Excelleney the Governor of Bombay on account of the 
forward another petition to objections brought forward by the Collector of Sétéra, 
the Viceroy on the sabject of . 7 
punitive posta, and advises the people to forward the same to the 
: Viceroy with the Collector's report. (The Satya 
Shodhak (23) of the 18th July expresses somewhat similar sentiments. The 
Shiwdjt (27) of the 16th July, the Poona Waibhaw (44) of the 20th July, and the 


MO (13) of the 18th July, express their sorrow that the petition has been 
rejected.) 


The same is anxious for the result of the war between Russia and China, 


ae and wishes that the former would meet with a crushing 

| Ba poured om ag 3 Ret ype defeat, so as to check its aggressive movements in the 

the hands of the Chinese. ‘direction of India, and to prevent difficulties in the 

_ way of the opium trade between India and China. 

(The Shiwdji (27) of the 16th July, the Hitechchhu (22) of the 18th July, the 

Satya Mitra (43) of the 20th July, and the Arunodaya (18) of the 18th July, also 
express a similar anxiety about the consequences of the war.) 


The same, in a long article on the petitions latel y presented to the new 
ae © Parliament by the Sdrvajanika Sabha of Poona, the 
of the Indian Anns Petitions British India Association of Calcutta, and the Bombay 
the British Parliament. Branch of the Kast India Association, says that they 
are worthy of the attention of that august assembly. 

The writer agrees, however, with the Times of India in disapproving of the 
congratulations of the first of these Associations to the Liberal party for their 
success in the late elections, As the fate of this country is in the hands of both 
the English political parties, it is not advisable for the natives to side with 
either of them. All the three petitions go into the grievances of the subject- 
population and pray for redress. One of the most important 


d points eee 
rete, consideration of the British nation, is the state of Indian finance. 
o 


ugh the revenue of this country has been steadily increasing for the last | 
twenty years, the expenditure is rising at a quicker rate so much so that 
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hment under the Revenue Department than would otherwise be | 


more and more un uctive. 
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Government has not only been obliged to have recourse to such obnoxious and 
‘offensive taxes as the income-tax and the license-tax, but also to raise a loan 
of lacs of rupees during the last five years to make the two ends meet; and yet 
after all there is a heavy deficit! This shows that Indian finance is in a 
deplorable condition. The petitioners have therefore rightly suggested that a 
Royal Commission should be appointed to examine the state of Indian finance 
from the time that the Crown assumed the sovereignty of India up to the present 
day. Itis urgently necessary for the good government of this country, that 
her finances should be‘placed on a proper footing, and the burden of taxation 
diminished as much as possible. Another important suggestion is that the 
land assessment should be as low as possible, and that there should be a perma- 
nent settlement of land revenue. The settlement of that revenue for a fixed 
term of from one to thirty years only, is attended with evil consequences in the 
Bombay and Madras Presidencies. At the time of re-assessment after the 
expiration of the stated period, the Revenue offieers are invariably tempted to 
increase the rates to an enormous extent. For instance, in the Poona and 
Sholépur Zillas, the rates were lately doubled, quadrupled, and in some cases in- 
creased to six times the original amount! When the Bombay Government became 
aware of this fact, it ruled that whenever re-assessment was made, the rates should 
on no account be increased by more than one and a quarter times the amount 
originally fixed. This ruling seems to be intended for the good of the ryots, but 
it should be remembered that as the re-assessment is made after every twenty 
years, the amount increases to no small extent after four or five such assessments. 
This does not hold out any inducement to the ryot to sink additional capital 
in the soil in order to increase its productiveness. If he should neglect the soil, 
he becomes a loser in every respect. In the two sister Presidencies where this 
system of land revenue prevails, the ryots ure reduced to such an abject con- 
dition, that Government some time ago thought it necessary to resort to partial 
legislation for their supposed benefit. The Bengal Presidency, on the other 
hand, which enjoys the benefit of a permanent settlement, presents the sight of 
a thriving agricultural population. Sir Ashley Eden, the present Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, has said, that when he first came to this country he found 
the peasantry of Bengal almost in a state of complete nudity and living from 
hand to mouth with the greatest difficulty, but now that the system of per- 
manent settlement has been working for several years in that province, he finds 
that their circumstances are very much improved. As the Government is now 
fully alive to the advantages of the system adopted in Bengal, it is to be hoped 
that the Imperial Parliament will grant the petition of the British Indian Associa- 
tion, and make the ryots happy and contented, on which the stability of British 
rule in India depends. Another important point commended to the attention 
of the Parliament is the necessity of abolishing such vexatious measures as 
the Press Act, the License-tax and the Arms’ Act. With regard to these three 
measures of the late Government, the Liberal leaders now in power have 
expressed themselves on various occasions, and it is to be hoped that they will 
not now fail to fulfil their former promises. 


The Khdndesh Watbhaw (19) of the 16th July is glad to hear that the 
following sums have been paid to Government for the 
Is of opinion that Govern- support of the families of those who were killed at the 
io 4 ae oS time of the attack on the Cabul Residency in 1879 :— 
the Afghan war. Ss”:*~*«éiRS-«:10,000 by His Highness Géikawéd, Rs. 5,000 by 
His Highness Holkar, Rs. 1,00,000 by the R4ja4 of 
Balrémpur, Rs. 1,00,000 by the Naw4b of R4émpur4, and Re. 400 by the T4luk- 
dir of Sing4pur. It is well known that the Government accepted this charit- 
able fund with great alacrity, but it is not known how it has been used. The 
Waibhaw is of opinion that the fund should not only be devoted to helping the 
families of those who died in 1879, but also of those who have died in battle in 
the present Afghan war. | 


The same says that on account of the scanty fall of rain in that district, 


Prays Government to in. the supply of fodder has fallen short and the ryots ~ 
struct the Collector of Khan. find it very difficult to feed their oxen. The Waibhaw 


desh to allow the wp totake therefore prays the Government to instruct the Collec- 
away the a the Anjan tor of that district to ‘allow people to take away the 
tress Troms: leaves of the Anjan tree from the public forests, as in 

times of scarcity they supply the place of fodder to 
some extent, and serve to keep the cattle alive. 


The Satya Sadan (20) of the 17th July, in reviewing an article in the 
‘Deutsche Rundschau headed ‘‘ Russia and England in 
Discusses the Afghan ques- Contra] Asia,” says that “ England has by its policy 
r : alienated its natural allies Persia, Afghanistan and the 
Porte. The question is to know whether Afghanistan will be the bulwark of 
India against the Asiatic Russian empire, or an advanced post of Russia agai 
India. If England wae to somes its dominant position in Cabul, it must 
keep &@ garrison in it, and occu © positions necessary to maintain a free 
communication with that city. This will cost much, but is the only means to 
protect India efficaciously. From the correspondence discovered in Cabul, it 
appeared plain that the Russians have lost much of their prestige after their 
enormous defeats by the Turkomans, which probably encouraged the Chinese 
to invade their territories. - Should the present contest with China terminate 
disastrously for the Russians, it is quite possible that a conflagration may 
break out in their Central Asia possessions, which they will find it hard to 
quench. In that case they will remain quiet for some years, In the next move 
of Russia, the conduct of Persia will be of importance, and if England should 
gain its alliance as well as that of the Tarcomans, great advantages will ensue. 
The Austro-Germanic eastern policy whieh has roused the anger of Russia, 
ought to be strongly supported by England, as much will depend upon the 
manner in which English statesmen aré prepared to act with reference to that 


policy.” 


The Satya Shodhak (28) of the 18th July, in a long article describes the 
object of Lord Stanley of Alderley’s proposal that 
Approves of the Right there should be a court of appeal in India constituted 


Honourable Lord Stanley of * ° . ° 
Aldeley’s peopensd that there of independent men, to which the natives of this 


ald country may appeal against the decisions of the 
for India, wth sng ep ll dae Indian Government. It is true that they can at 


present appeal to the Privy Council in England in all 
such cases; but the expense of going to that country and doubts of success 
preclude the natives from taking advantage of it. A Council, similar to the 
one now proposed, is working satisfactorily in Canada, and there is no reason 
why it shania not do the same in this country. The Shodhak fervently hopes 
that Lord Stanley’s proposal will be approved of by Mr. Gladstone’s Govern- 
ment, (The Shiwdji (27) of the 16th July expresses similar sentiments, but 
adds that everything will depend upon what men are selected for the proposed 
court. The Poona Waibhaw (44) of the 20th July also expresses similar 
sentiments, but adds that half the number of the Judges ve be natives, 
otherwise the payment of their salaries may become a useless burden to the 
country. The Native Opinion (4) of the 18th July, and the Dnydn Prakash 
(5) of the 22nd July, express somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 16th July disapproves of Sir John Strachey’s 


Is not satisfied with Sir arguments brought forward by him in his own 
John Strachey’s arguments in defence, and advises a strict enquiry into the causes 
his own defence. of the deficit. | 


The A'rya Warta (32) of the 17th July fears that the impending war 
Bs ee neve hie! Med ar Rf er 4 to | *§ a 
general conflagration in the whole of Europe, and is 

ot neal sorry that the boasted civilization of that ‘Continent 
4 | should bear such poisonous fruits as increased arma- 

ments, mutual mistrust, and unjust wars. (The Hitechchhu (22) of the 18th July, 
and the Jagan Mitra (14) of the 19th July, express the same anxiety.) | 
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The Din Bandhu (33) of the 18th July prays Government to devote 
as & greater * perp to cama a ts — ots. The 
ys: Go ity of a country depends on the productiveness 
oll eae opeoretaammat g par fo the education and loyalty of its inhabit- 


ants. The means of increasing the gtane wap een of 
Oo 


the soil are in the hands of the ryots, and as these classes ple form the 


bulk of the population of India, if the Government desires to 2 the greatest 


to the greatest number, it should endeavour to withdraw them from 
ignorance and to keep them contented. In addition to this, it should be 
remembered that the materials for the army and the police are drawn from the 
game agricultural population. It therefore becomes the duty of Government 
to devote its attention to the amelioration of the condition of the ryots of this 
country, and for this purpose it should adopt measures for educating them. 
Some time ago when it was found that the education imparted in Government 
schools did not reach the masses, the wise legislators of this country resolved 
to take the one-anna cess from the agricultural classes for the purpose of giving 


“education to their children free of charge; but as the advisers of Government 


generally consist of men belonging to the higher classes, who try their utmost 
to keep the ryots in ignorance, the classes from whom these funds were 


collected and for whose benefit they were intended, never profited by them. 


This shows that the present Government is as much a dupe in the hands of 
self-interested persons as was the case with the Mardtha Government. It will 
perhaps be argued that there are Government schools in the slag van towns 
and villages, but of what use are they to the ryots who are plunged in 
poverty and ignorance? It is urgently necessary that some special arrange- 
ment should be made, by which the sons of agriculturists may derive useful 
education under teachers belonging, if possible, to their own class, and free of 
all charges as regards fees and books. 

The Satya Mitra (43) of the 24th July describes the duties of a wise and 

| Government, and says that the British Govern- 
Ab swing the Government ment must consider themselves very fortunate in 

y the welfare of the |: eg taser esr yer eae Sk a ts 
people. aving such a loyal and submissive subject-popuilation 


as that of India, and should try to find out the cause — 


of the growing ‘abbow 4 of the people, and redress all kinds of. grievances. It 
will be entirely the fault of the authorities themselves if the people ever grow 
discontented with British rule. 


The Poona Waibhaw (44) of the 20th July says that the natives are 
constantly in the habit of complaining that the 


Is glad to see that His indifference between the rulers and the ruled is owing 
Saber? tA bes ttragaada to the absence of social intercourse between them. 


The late Governor was aman of great industry, but 
interco ae >. 
and ges aa eceieam he was constantly running about from place rag A Sg 
but the present administration promises differently. 
Since the arrival of Sir James Fergusson to Poona, he has afforded ample 
opportunities for the natives to mix with Europeans, and has also declared him- 
self pleased on each of these occasions. It is, therefore, satisfactory to perceive 
aad ye ae will have no grounds for complaint on that head; but it is to be 


: ed that words will not be belied by deeds, as was the case under the last 
régime. 


The Gujarat Mitra (45) of the 18th J uly censures the Municipality of Surat - 


for adopting the Government order No. 1680, dated 


. Disapproves of the order the 15th ultimo, which lays down that when a pauper 
dinneal) oe wernment forthe dies within Municipal limits, the Corporation should 
piaibies ~ SS eine of es the 5 expense for the disposal of his 
cipal limits. remains, but that if the deceased happens to possess 
kes any property, the cr gro should be defrayed from 
it, and the remaining property, if any, should be made over to Government. 
This order is apparently unjust. When the Municipality undergoes expense 


for the disposal of the corpses of paupers, it ought also to receive ‘the property 


left by them. If this be not allowed, the Corporation should be at least 


permitted to re-imburse itself from the property of a deceased pauper for the 
cost undergone by it for the disposal of the remains of another pauper. 


ae 
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The same states that a convict, whose period of imprisonment has expired, 
| is released from jail and left to take care of himself. 

The relations of well-to-do tim ired convicts 
receive them at the door of the jail, and take them 
home ; but poor convicts do not get any such assist- 

| ance, and have to find their way home, as best as 

{hey can. Confirmedly bad characters, such as professional thieves and robbers, 

do not experience much difficulty, as they soon provide themselves with what 

they require. But the case is different with persons who have by some 

misfortune fallen into the clutches of the law. They are ashamed to beg their 

way to their distant homes, and experience much distress before reaching them. 

The Mitra mentions a case in which two time-expired convicts narrowly 
escaped being drowned in crossing the River P4r on their way home, and were 

saved from untimely death by a charitable person, who gave them some food 

and clothing and sent them home. The Mitra, therefore, prays Government to 

afford some help to poor time-expired convicts to reach their distant homes. 


The same observes that the Bombay High Court has recently ruled that a 

: stamp paper worth ten rupees should be used in cases of 
suits for removing attachment from a property illegally 
attached, irrespective of the value of that property. 
This rule is unobjectionable as re the property, 
but is not so as re the fee of the plaintiff’s pleader. 
The court allows him a fee calculated on the amount, 
. for which a stamp paper worth ten rupees ordinarily 
suffices for a plaint. The pleader does not accept these terms, and makes a 
special agreement with his client for his fee, which 1s certainly a larger amount 
than the legal fee, and the plaintiff loses the excess .amount even when he 
succeeds in getting the attachment removed. This loss ought, justly speaking, 
to fall on the defendant, who ought not to have attached the property. It 
behoves the High Court, therefore, to rule that the pleader’s fee in such cases 
should be calculated on the value of the property under attachment. 


The Hitechchhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 15th July censures the police of 


‘Prays the Bombay High 
Cnet 6 re: ae grid 
as regards the pleader’s 
in suits for removing attach- 
ment from property illegally 
ttached. 


2 that city for permitting the car of the idol of Jagan- 

Asks the police of Ahmeda- néth to be paraded through its streets. Some acci- 

= to prohibit the car of dents occurred on the last occasion, but no measures 
Jagannath from being h : 

throngh the streets of that ad been taken to prevent their recurrence, and 

city. 2 - the result was that at the last procession a young 

Bréhmin boy was crushed to death under the wheels 

of the car. It behoves the police, therefore, to prohibit the recurrence of 


similar accidents in future. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (49) of the 19th July, in alluding to the discussion 

S in the Viceregal Legislative Council on the Com- 

wae Ros: Excellency the pulsory Vaccination Bill for Bengal, prays His 
y to instruct the Bom- “ a 

bay Government to alter the xcellency the Viceroy to alter the penal provision 

penal provision in the Bom- jn the Bombay Compulsory Vaccination Act to six 

red Conpaiors yoczation months’ simple imprisonment, as has been done in 

intiiecaiaehd om" Bengal. The Honourable Mr. Gibbs observed at the 

: discussion that everybody in Bombay approved of 

the law, including of course its provision for inflicting imprisonment with hard 

labor. The Honourable Member has probably made the assertion from his 

own experience of the small circle in which he moved; but had he looked 

beyond it, he would have seen that many persons disapproved of the law and 

its penal provision. It is hoped, therefore, that Lord Ripon will instruct the 

Bombay Government to make the necessary alteration in the law. 


The same of the 20th July, in alluding to the telegram of the 15th instant, 
which stated that the Secretary of State for India said 


Makes remarks on a recent 


telegram from England that 
the British 
awaits further information 
before deciding what portion 
of the Afghan war expendi- 
_ should be paid by Eng- 


Government. 


that, as the expenditure incurred for the Afghan war 
exceeded the estimates largely, the British Government 
thought that England should bear a substantial portion 
of the war expenses, observes that this news ought not to 


raise a strong hope of India being assisted by England 


in this matter, since Lord Hartington further remarked 
that, as the Indian Government considered the con- 
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dition of the finances as not unsatisfactory, Government would po ne any 
definite proposal until they got full information on the subject. But Mr. Gladstone 


ought not to have forgotten that he and Mr. Fawcett have only a short time ago 
exposed the worthlessness of the assertion made by the late Ministry that Indian 
finance was in a satisfactory condition. It seems strange that the Indian 
Government should consider the condition of the finance as not unsatisfactory, 
and that Mr. Gladstone should think it right to defer the question of the pay- 
ment of the share by England. If Lord Lytton’s Government has made the 
above assertion, itis not a little surprising that the Premier should rely on it, 
but if, on the other hand, the same has proceeded from Lord Ripon’s adminis- 
tration, it is certainly a most unfortunate circumstance, since in that case there 


would be little hope of India being benefited by his rule. 


The same of the 21st July observes that, under the direct rule of the 
British Crown in India, which has continued for the 
Observes that the condition last twenty-three years, the public debt has increased 
of Indian finance was better +) more than double the amount at which it stood when 
under the late East India Sees 
Company's rule than it i¢ now. the late East India Company’made over the country 
to the Crown after administering it for one hundred 
years. The amount of the taxes levied under the existing administration is 
also double the amount realized by the defunct Company. The annual 
remittances to England on account of Home charges amounted to five krores of 
rupees in the Company’s time, whereas nig BH now increased to about 
twenty krores. On comparing the financial condition of the Indian Exchequer 
under the two administrations, it plainly appears that the late Company’s rule 
was more beneficial than the present inistration. The advocates of the 
latter say that it is more beneficial than the former, inasmuch as it has 
introduced into the country railways, telegraph, and other improvements which 
did not exist under the Company’s rule. But these improvements were not in 
existence then, and the Company cannot be blamed for not introducing what 
are recent inventions. Again, those improvements have been provided for not 
from the revenues of the country, but by raising loans ; and even after deducting 
their cost, the public debt is still very large. After making due allowance for 
the changes which have occurred in the last twenty-three years, the administra- 
tive expenses are still enormous. For these reasons the people praise the late 
Company’s rule. The question then is what should be done to improve the 
existing state of things? And the reply is, that the people should memorialize 
Government and Parliament, praying them to pay greater attention to the 


ae and the financial condition of the country than has been hitherto 
done. 


The same of the 23rd July, in alluding to the telegram that Abdul Rahman 

; has accepted British terms, and that he will be 

Makes remarks onthe news appointed a argc that this news does not 

2° assure the public that peace will be at once restored 

ty ier ee Aichinisten. Abdul and his father were great 

) rivals of the late Shere Ali and Yakub Khan, and each 

of them has a y ofhisown. The partizans of Yakub Khén are stronger than 
those of Abdul, and their leader has not been yet publicly convicted of an 

crime. And even if he be convicted and his right to the throne disallowed, 

the question as to why his son Mus4 Khan should not be placed upon the throne, 

remains open. If the Afghans fight among themselves for the Amirship after 

Abdul Rahman has been made Amir, and the British forces have returned to 

India, it might be considered that the Afghan war has ended; but if Yaékub’s 

party oppose Abdul’s ascending the throne, the British forces will have to 

fight with it. Its leaders are Mahomed Jan and Muské Alam, who fought very 


hard with General Sir Frederick Roberts in December last. Abdul Rahman is — 


not yet known to have been completely successful in gaining over to his side 
the tribes who fought under them on that occasion. Most of the Afghans 
might forget party-feelings, but would not put up with the division of their 
Country. Most of them will, therefore, be dissatisfied with Abdul Rahman for 
his having accepted British terms, and may not assist him. 


age tine Be aR ; 
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- The same contains a communication, the writer of which observes that it is 
dete apni said that the Principal of the Réjkumér College is 
eye ° wpa! — about to revive the circular order dated 9th Septem- 
Ent de llege. meee ber 1879. The order directs that henceforward a 
“4; student will be permitted to keep two servants, viz., a 
P4swén and a cook, and that for two brothers three servants should be kept. 
There is no need of a sudent keeping a Muséheb of his own, as the Coll 
Muséhebs will perform the necessary work. A tutor will also be allowed for 
each student. When this order was first promulgated it elicited a good deal of 
criticism, and, consequently, the Principal wisely suspended it, Its revival is 
sure to resuscitate the opposition. The Princes are affectionately treated by, 
and are attached to, their respective servants, and it -would not be right to 
dispense with the services of the latter, as their dismissal would be distasteful to 
- the Princes as well as to their parents. For each Prince there ought to be a 
3 nal attendant, a cook, a Paswin, and a watchman to watch at night. There 
is no doubt that Mr. Macnaughten treated his students most affectionately, and 
all the well conducted Princes were much attached to him. 


The same of the 24th J uly, in alluding to the reply given by the Secretary 
| of State for India, to the deputation of the natives of 
Criticises the reply of the India residing m England, which prayed for the im- 


ead of ge ye mediate re of the Vernacular Press Act, observes 


. ‘, residing in that there is little hope of the suspension of the Act. 
Seed. 5 Lord Hartington observed that the working of the 


Act must be carefully observed before deciding on its 
repeal, and that Lord Ripon himself was against its immediate repeal. But 
these statements show that the objections advanced before by the Liberal party 
against this law were brought forward without carefully examining its working, 
and were used simply to gain a victory over the Conservative Ministry ; and the 
Native Press must simply regret to see that Lord Ripon also advises a delay in 
this matter. There is little use in waiting to see the further working of the 
Act. The Liberal Ministry have found and asserted that the reasons advanced 
by Lord Lytton’s Government for curbing the liberty of the Native Press were 
not sufficient to take that unpleasant step, and that an important night of the 
British Indian subjects has been unnecessarily encroached upon. The deter- 
mination of the Liberal Ministry to wait for further enquiry, therefore, means 
that they have forgotten what they said before against this law. They will 
never be able to know what can take place in the absence of the law so long as 
it is in existence. If they rely upon the grounds advanced by Lord Lytton’s 
administration for enacting the measure, then alone they would be right in 
keeping it in existence ; but under such a supposition it would appear that their 
attacks upon it were false. The last conclusion would lead to another that if 
their attacks on one measure of the Conservative administration were false, 
their denunciations of other measures of the same administration were probably 
of a similar description, : 


The Jéme Jamsed (50) of the 19th July, in alluding to the rumour that the 
| _.- Government is meditating the resuscitation of local 
peta wh a Soe European Regiments in India, observes that one 
local Epropean army in Of the causes of the unnecessarily heavy expenses 
India. incurred by this country is the absence of a local 
European army and the supply of European troops 
from time to time from England. This arrangement costs India 9 great 
deal of money on account of their frequent removal and the maintenance of 9 
y fleet for their transport. Some persons oppose the proposal on the ground 
that the British army frequently moves about, and its discipline improves by its 
being engaged in some war or another, while the local Indian army will not be 
able to get the training received by the army in England, and will ever remain 
inferior to it. Butthis much is certain that India is far away from Europe, and 
there is no fear of the former being invaded by any European potentate. The 
local European army will have only to guard the country and to take a part in 
preventing any invasion from Central Asia, or in making an expedition into any 
of the countries on that side. The Gurkhés, Sikhs and other native soldiers 
have shown in the present Afghan campaign that they are as well disciplined 
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therefore, be supposed to turn out inferior to the. army of nd. And if 
India is ever involved in a war with a European power, and needs a well disci- 
plined English army, England can supply her with the same. The second 
objection the revival of the local European army is that such a 
force will not be able to render thaterial help to England in a war with any 
of the continental powers. Lord Hartington has answered this objection by 
observing that the interests of India should be consulted before all. Moreover, 

rience has already shown that the Indian army is quite able to fight with 
those of Europe. In the present Afghan war the Gurkhas have distinguished 
themselves for their bravery. ‘The native regiments sent to Malta on the 
occasion of the then impending war with Russia, have elicited praise from the 
- Duke of Cambridge for their discipline and fitness to oppose the Russian soldiers. 


The local European army intended to be revived will not, therefore, it seems, — 


prove inferior to the army of England. 


The Yajdén Parast (54) of the 18th July is glad that the Educational 
authorities of this Presidency have decided to teach 
Makes remarks on the in- drawing in Anglo-Vernacular and High Schools, but is 
troduction of the study of sorry to see that the study is made optional, and that 
drawing in Government fos of f aya | dof steht : 
schools. _ @ fee of four annas in the former and of eight annas in 
the latter schools is to be levied for this purpose. 
This arrangement is unsatisfactory. ‘The study of drawing should be made 
compulsory, and one of the subjects in which a student should pass at the 
Matriculation Examination, in order to make proficiency in it a pecessary 
accomplishment among natives. Drawing and music are taught in every school 
in England, and at least the former ought to be made a subject of study in 
every Indian school. The system of levying a special fee for teaching drawi 
is objectionable inasmuch as the ordinary school-fee is already heavy, | 
many parents would not like to have their children taught drawing, as they 
will have. to pay the extra fee, and thus the subject may not become an item 
_of general study. : 


The same, in alluding to the pressure which is being exercised upon Turke 
) to cede certain provinces to Greece in accordance with 
Bicone - ape a the re gr of the Berlin eer, observes that 
ee ee Y Eng is the foremost advocate of Greece, and 
Gini enaalinn. with the "France and Italy lend ey to the advocacy. But 
she should maturely consider the result of the step she 
has taken in sending her own men-of-war accompanied by those of the other 
two powers into the Turkish waters, in order to fnghten Turkey into a compli- 
ance with the demand, since important English interests are intermixed with 
those of the Porte, and they will be injured to some extent by this step. Ifshe 
desists from taking such a step and leaves the Porte and Greece to settle their 
differences between themselves, she will not be involved in unnecessary res- 
nsibilities. The English Ministry ought, therefore, to find out the way of 
onourably getting out of the Turkish dilemma. 


The Loka Mitra (56) of the 18th July is glad that Mr. Ganesh Wasudew 


Joshi, a Pleader of the District Court of Poona, is 


Disapproves of the practice trying to show the authorities that it is not only 


of putting handcuffs on ac- improper but also illegal to put handcuffs on an 


convicted. they are eccused person before he is convicted. This attempt 


) on the part of Mr. Joshi is praiseworthy, and ought 
to be encouraged and assisted by every native gentleman. It is very common 
with the police to apprehend persons on mere suspicion and to put handcuffs on 
them. In many cases the accused persons are found on trial to be innocent 


of the charges brought against them, and are accordingly released, but they © 


have had to bear the great indignity of submitting to the handcuffs. If Mr. 
Joshi succeeds in his attempt, he will confer a great boon on the natives. 


The Samsher Baihddur (58) of the 16th July observes that it was only a 

2 short time ago that Russia weakened Turkey, and now 
sttiinde Gf antec the the English and the French have undertaken to give 
France towards Tarkey. the Porte a similar treatment. But it does not become 
these great powers to act thus with the weak Maho. 


rageous as their European comrades. A local European force cannot, 


. ; 
ee 
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edan kingdom ; they ought to fight with one who is as powerful as they are, 
ae their present paces foe Brows & The y 


a mgt “yee them. ; se) do not Bho to 
e possession of the Turkish empire, but to deprive it of Montenegro, Romania 
= some other provinces. This i however, tantamount to accomplishing its 
complete ruin. It is an injustice to the Porte that it should be pressed to fulfil 
its part of the Berlin Treaty, while powerful Russia should be allowed to 
defer evacuating certain Turkish forts. English and French men-of-war are 
despatched to threaten Constantinople, but Turkey is mobilizing her forces, 
and it remains to be seen what comes out of this squabble. 


The sdme observes that though Government have strictly warned its 
servants against running into debt, yet some of their 
Requests Government to European officers, particularly those in the Political 
revive the order warmrg Department, are steeped in debt. This indebtedness 
a sguns* sometimes gives rise to rumours that a certain officer 
oe did a certain thing at the recommendation of a 
certain native gentleman. It is said that some officers, who are so upright as 
never to accept a bribe however large, are steeped in debt, and some natives 
take advantage of their indebtedness. It behoves Government, therefore, to 
make an enquiry into the truth of this report, and to revive its order against 
indebtedness. Government officials get large salaries and ought not to fall 
into debt. ; 


The Kairéd Wartamdan (60) of the 14th July, but received on the 20th, 


| _. states that a part of the side embankment of the 

Ma 3 the a ng Chanwédd tank near that town recently fell down, and - 

nae i ie, aa ces ' the water has run out of it. A large quantity of rice 

is cultivated in the neighbourhood of this tank, but 

the absence of water in it will prevent its being grown this year. It behoves 

the Collector therefore to repair the embankment at once to prevent the owners 
of the fields suffering a Joss. 


The Broach Wartamdn (61) of the 15th July has heard that a shoemaker, 
who was a native ¥ the Deccan, mee = his death 
Requests the police to as- by being run over by a waggon at the Railway station 
_— = aad ened of Broach through the carelessness of soto samme 
Railway Station. who were shunting some carriages at the time. It 
: ~ behoves the police therefore to ascertain the truth in 

this matter. | 


The same of the 22nd July states that the ground from under the wall of 
= thesfort at Broach has been washed ype j in some 
Requests that certain parts places, and, consequently, those parts of the wall 


Br ee atte, fo", st threaten to fall down any of these days, It behoves 


threaten to fall down the authorities, therefore, to pull them down, in order 
to save valuable property and human lives from being 
destroyed by their sudden fall, 


The Satya Mitra (63) of the 18th June observes that Kanddhér is half way 
ee _ ‘between Peshawar and Cdbul, and a railway has 
adviawe. me 2 io z, been constructed up toit. Its salubrious climate suits 
at all risks. 3 the European and the native armies, and it is well 
; situated for opening and carrying on a commercial 
intercourse between India and the Afghan country. The tribes living around 
it are not particularly inimical to the British Government, which can keep an - 
effective wateh from that place on Russian chicaneries at Herat and in the rest 
of Afghanistan. It is also certain that it is not so dangerous to hold this city 
as it was to send an ambassador to the Court of Cabul. It is true that for the 
first four or five years it will be an expensive affair to hold Kanddshér, but 
afterwards the increase in trade and in the friendship of the tribes around it 
will make it a paying con pee 
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The Kdeide Mumbai (65) of the 21st July, after alluding to certain events 
which have recently occurred in Afghanistan, observes 

' Makes 5 regs onsome of that it is stated that next month the British forces 
nee events in Aighanis- will evacuate that country after making Saf , 
Kurrum and some other places independent of the 


~~ galer of Cabul and appointing some Sardars to ruloover them. But considering 


the general conduct of the Afghans and the defection of the infantry of the 
Wali of Kandéhér, it seems that those places will not be able to preserve their 
independence after the British forces have evacuated Cabul. . The British 
 -guthorities in Afghanistan ought to take great precautions to prevent the 
Afghans from committing the same treachery as they did in 1840. 


Municipalities. 


The Daydn Prakdsh (5) of the 19th July disapproves of the conduct of Mr. 


J. A. Crawford, 2nd Assistant Collector of Ahmedabad, 


Complains of the conduct and Vice-President of the Municipality of Dholka, in 
| Sta prt vce Fre- connection with the municipal affairs of the latter 


town. It ap that at a meeting of the general 

: committee held on the 3rd of March last, at which 

four official and six non-official members were present, Mr. Crawford, who 
ided on the occasion, proposed to levy three new taxes on the people of 
Dholka, consisting of a rate on privies, a rate on sewers, and a house-rate. As 
he explained the necessity of the first two of these taxes, the committee 
understood him to speak of those two only, and all the official and two of the 


non-official Commissioners gave in their assent to the proposed measures. On - 


the 4th of March there was another meeting, at which the same Commissioners 
and about 2,000 citizens were present. The Vice-President opened the 
proceedings by informing the people that two of the new taxes had been 
approved of by the Commissioners, and proposed certain modes of levying them. 
He, moreover, proposed that the house-rate should also be considered. There- 
upon the non-official members said that they had not given their assent to any 
of the rates on the previous occasion, nor had sufficient reasons been shown for 
levying a house-tax. Mr. Crawford thereupon dismissed the people, and 
informed the Commissioners that he would obtain the sanction of Government 
for the three taxes. A third meeting was called without any success. In the 

meantime the people of Dholka sent in a petition to the President, complaining 
of the new taxes, to which they received a reply that he did not wish to inter- 
fere with the matter. Mr. Crawford, moreover, issued another proclamation, 
informing the people that it was resolved to levy the three new taxes, although 
the souditial Gommimissicaaes had not given in their assent! Thereupon the 
latter resigned. What is the use of having a municipal body, if the Vice- 
President can do anything, éven if it is contrary to the wishes of that body? 
It cannot be doubted fhat the conduct of Mr. Crawford was improper, illegal, 
and overbearing, and if such conduct should be tolerated by Government, the 
object with which municipalities were first established in this country will be 
entirely frustrated. 


A correspondent of the Satya Shodhak (23) of the 18th July, writing from 

_  Réajdpur, complains of the Municipality of that town. 

zope to oe serra It appears that R4japur is situated between two rivers 
pality. ti ~ on two sides, and some hills on the third, and is of a 
é triangular shape. As the town is lable to temporary 
inundations when there is a heavy rainfal in the higher districts, it is supplied 
with paved streets so that the rain-water may not remain long, and that there 
may be no mud. The present Municipality, however, has thought fit to spread 
sand and loose soil over the pavement, the consequence of which is that people 
are put to great inconvenience, both in summer and during the rains. In sum- 
mer the dust flies about by the force of the wind and gets into the eyes of the 
passers-by as well as spoils the goods and merchandise exposed for sale in the 
shops, while in the rains the streets become very muddy, especially as the loose 
soil from the hill-side is washed into them and prevented from moving towards 
the rivers. The writer prays the Vice-President to put a stop to the. unneces- 


te expense of metalling the roads and to let the original pavement remain as 
as. 
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The A'rya Warta (32) of the 17th July strongly protests against the proposal 
of Mr. Kuverj id the Deputy Collector of Théna, to 
Yo — of undertake all the duties of the Thana mapicipesy 
the Dep oot tn, himself, and points out the evil consequences whi 
athe Masidipality cf thet Will result if such a proposal were agreed to by Gov- 
town himself. - ernment. (The Jagan Mitra (14) of the 19th July 
expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


Railways. 


The Dnydn Sagdr (29) of the 19th July is glad to-hear that by the late 
treaty between the Indian and the Portuguese Gov- 


Proposes that there should ernments, it is resolved to construct a railway from 
no ate ee : 
a saaulins Hubli with ively to thetwo Governments. From the late gee a 


1V 
Sholépar, undertaken for that purpose, it appears that the 
, road is to pass through Dharwad and Nandgad, and 


to terminate at Hubli. As Belgaum is very near Nandgad and is the seat of : 


‘ considerable trade, Government in all probability will construct a branch line to 
that station, and if that line be continued to Kolh4épur and passing through 
Kurundwéd, Sangli, Miraj, and Pandharpur, should be joined to the main line 
at Sholépur,it will give a new impetus to the trade of the Southern Mardétha 
Country. The expense will be considerably reduced if the several Native States 
just mentioned were asked to contribute to it for portions of the line passing 
through their respective territories. Some time ago a similar project was in 
contemplation, and it was conjectured that a line would be constructed between 
Shol4pur and Hubli by way of Bijépur and Kalddgi. Even the Chiefs, through 
whose territories the line was to pass, had expressed their willingness to con- 
tribute to the expense. It is, arabe, to be hoped that Government will take 
the matter aguin into their serious consideration. As the Niz4m State Railway 


and the Indore State Railway are accomplished facts, and the income derived — 


from them goes to those States respectively, we may similarly have a Kolhapur, 
Séngli, Miraj and Kurundwdd State Railway, which will me a profitable 
concern to those States, and which will serve to develope the trade of the 
Southern Mardéthé Country. Moreover, as the country is level and has hardly 
any ghats, the proposed line cannot require much outlay. If a branch line be 
constructed from Hubli to Belgaum, it will have to be continued only as far as 


Nip4ni to a distance of about sixty miles. It will then pass through the K4gal,. 


Kolhépur and Patwardhan territories up to Sholdpur itself. If the Native 
States concerned should combine to assist Government in this matter, there 
will be very little difficulty in the way of the necessary outlay, 


" Native States, 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 18th July says: ‘‘It has been surmised in 
, Many quarters that the administration of Sir T. 
aiontle cane T. Ma- Madhawrdw at Baroda is whitewashed with all the 


appearances of a civilized government, while in reality 
it has many flaws concealed under it. While the lavish expenditure of the late 


Prince is checked, the treasury is being drained and fat appointments filled up 
with greedy men not sons of the soil. Places are created for men, men are not 
sought for places. A friend from Baroda informs us in a private letter that 
only lately a fat appointment was created for the employment of the son of 
& very influential officer, for which no need was felt. The employé was serving 
asa candidate and trying to secure a post for himself. The new servant, 
to the great surprise of all, was paid nearly Rs. 2,000 for his candidature for 
one year, an innovation, no doubt, without a precedent ; even under the British 
rule where the officers are accused of being indifferent to the financial condition 
of the country. But if our own men are so unkind to the Treasuries of Native 
States, what lesson can be usefully taken from their rule?” 
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Goa to Hubli at an expense of 70 and 30° lacs respect- 
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A eorrespondent of the Dnydn Prakésh (5) of the 22nd July, writing from : 
2] - aise | Baroda, is sorry to hear that the rumour that ae 
___ Advises the sppdintment of Bah4dur ev Govind Rénadé was going to - 
| a Joint aatee in the Baroda appointed by ‘the Baroda Government to decide 4 
— ; cases of ap has turned out to be untrue. The . 
writer also advises the Divén to appoint an additional Judge in the Baroda -. = 
_ High Court, so that decision may arrived at by the joint opinion. of the - 
two Judges. At present supe inst the decisions of the Judge are made to 3 
- the Divadn, but he pays little attention to them for want of time. People, there- 4 
fore, do not get that justice in the end, which they are sure to receive at the - 7 
_ hands of learned gentlemen like Réo Bahddur Mahédev Govind Rénadé. s 
D. R. TARKHADKAR, 4 
Acting Reporter on the Native : “3 
: New Secretariat, Bombay, 3 
Office of the Reporter on the Natwe Press, : 3 
27th July 1880. : 
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The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 26th July, commenting on the deficit, says 
“If Sir John Strachey’s elaborate defence makes one 
Wishes that Sir John thing more clear than another, it is that the blame of 
Strachey's services should be the error does not rest with the system at all. The 
— “y fault is that of the army of highly paid Accountants 
ais Shs and heads of departments who have shown themselves 
“anworthy of the salt they have eaten, the greatest offender being Sir John 
Strachey himself. He has by his Minute showed incontestably that he is utter- 
‘ly unfitted to hold the post of the responsible office of the Finance Minister of 
India. As we-said before, the sooner his services are dispensed with, the 
. $5.08 it will be for the country, for until then the country cannot breathe freely, 
to be sure.” 7 


A correspondent of the same, after alluding to the different kinds of new 
see a ae ante the ameppeen of ro Government 

. ns Of the Deccan 9 I the Crown, complains of the oppressive 
Agricultarists’ Relief Act. —_ features of the Deccan Agricultarists’ Relief Act. By 
this Act the ryot is obliged to sell all his property, even if he has to incur a 
debt of rupees ten only. He must, moreover, purchase a stamp-paper worth 
eight annas, and pay four annas for registration. If the money-lender should 
also take a premium of five per cent. over and above the stipulated interest, 
the borrower gets eight rupees and twelve annas only for the sum of ten rupees 
which he intends borrowing. As Arbitration Courts are now established, and 
there is little hkelihood of false documents being prepared, what is the use of 
registration? It is true that Government has appointed Village Registrars to 
prevent the preparation of false documents, but as these men are generally 
young and inexperienced, and as no security is taken from them, it will be 
found that many of them will become parties to frauds of various kinds. 
Complaints are also received from various quarters of the delay in registration, 
owing to the assumption of self-importance on the part of the young Registrars. 
The new Act has only served two purposes—increasing the sale of stamp-paper 
of the value of annas eight and upwards, and giving importance to the Village 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 25th July?commenting on Sir John Strachey’s 
defence of himself, says that “It would appear from 
Comments on Sir John the letter of the Government of India to the present 
Birachey’s defence of himself. Secretary of State for India, dated the lst of June last, 
that they think lightly of the effects of this blunder. ‘There is no reason’ 
they say * to suppose that the failure to estimate its cost aright has led to any 
increase in the actual expenditure on the war, or that that failure will cause an 
addition to the public burdens, which a better forecast would have enabled us 
to avoid,’ But is it indeed true that no addition to the public burden will be 
made by this failure? Has not Government suffered from the abolishing of 
import duties which might have been still in existence, or from the non-extension 
of the license-tax to the official classes, though the late Secretary of State 
condemned that objectionable feature of the tax? Lastly, are there no effects 
beyond these ? Was it nothing that the Home Goyernment was induced to 
make, on their representations, positive assertions, on which at the best, the 
Government of India had no proper reasons to rely? The documents now 
published show how willing the Government of India was to believe in sanguine 
statements. This predisposition on their part is sufficient, as pointed out in an 
article on Indian Finance in the June number of the Nineteenth Century, to 
explain how the blunder arose. It is interesting to observe how every one of 
the members of the Viceregal Council, in his apparent anxiety to take the 
whole responsibility on himself, tries to push the whole blame on to the shoulders 
of others and to the system of keeping military accounts, which, being an 
manimate and abstract object, cannot speak for itself. Sach a blunder in any 
Other country would have caused the members of the Government to be 
arraigned before the bar of the nation. But here Sir John Strachey is still 
holding on to his big pay, and it is this reason why it has been possible in India 
that such a blunder should occur.” 
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The same, while congratulating this country on the approaching close of 
e Afghan war, is peo to see that nothing of 
bat importance has been gained by it. It has cost this 
country about twenty krores of rupees without esta- 
blishing friendly relations between the British 


Government and Afghdnistén. It is true that some signal military successes 
were gained, but they have not impressed the enemy with a high sense of 
British power. On the.other hand, it was found n ary to enter into negotia- 
tions with Abdul Rahmén, a protégé-of the Russian Government. The acquisi- 
tion of the new province cannot be said to have strengthened the Indian 
Empire. If it should not be ceded to the new Amir of Ca4bul, it will only 
entail additional expense for the maintenance of a permanent force. Russian 
influence in Afghdnistén is in no way shaken, inasmuch as there is no 

rantee that the new Amir will not receive another mission from the enemy 
of England. It will, therefore, be perceived that instead of doing any good, the 
war has only done much harm to this country. 


A correspondent of the same says “‘ Mr. Wedderburn has laid before the 
public a very valuable scheme of revenue settlement 
Advocates & permanen* for the Deccan, which, I make no doubt, every. think- 
a9 aN omen ated ing man well acquainted with the real condition of 
the Deccan peasantry, will not fail to acknowledge © 
as a measure calculated to benefit alike the rulers and the ruled. The measure 
will doubtless secure three important ends, namely, (1) for the cultivator, a 
reduced responsibility, complete security of tenure, aud a stimulus to improve- 
ment ; (2) for the capitalist, a lucrative and honourable employmentfor his money; 
and, (3) for the State, a secure and increasing revenue; and if these ends be 
accomplished, I think nothing more remains to be done. To me the problem 
of improving the condition of the ryots dues not appear to be in any way a 
difficult one. Give them a light and permanent assessment, and grant remissions 
when failures of rain or other calamities demand them. It is true that by this 
system Government will have to suffer some pecuniary loss, but this can be 
made up in good years by other taxation. If Government has liberally given 
up cotton duties that the ryots may get cheaper clothing, I do not see why they 
should not give up a portion of their land revenue, when the measure is evidently 
calculated to effect a permanent improvement in the condition of the ryots. 
I am fully persuaded that any scheme, however elaborate, which has nut these 
two elements, that is, permanent settlement and remission in time of need, for 
its foundation, will prove a miserable failure in the end.” (The Subodha 
Patriké (12) of the 25th July expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Suryodaya (6) of the 26th July, referring to the question often raised 

as to why the natives should be anxious to enter the 

Discusses the question why public service, asks what other line is open to them 

natives should be anxious to to earn their livelihood? As regards trade, it is 
enter the service of Govern- seailie dul 

aah eady dying out for want of encouragement and 

support. The writer is of opinion, therefore, that it 


is a good thing that natives should be eager to secure places, however humble, 


under the Governmént ; because, they serve thereby to retain so much wealth 


in the country, which would otherwise flow to England. If the Government 
should not get efficient natives for employment in the lower branches of the 
— service, it will find no difficulty in importing as much labour from 
ngland as it can possibly require. For example, we find that the Railway 
Companies prefer to employ their favourite European and Eurasian lads on 
salaries of from sixty to seventy-five rupees per month for doing the simple 
work of cutting passengers’ tickets, which may just as well be done by an 
ordinary Koli or Mabdr on rupees five. In the same way Government may 
any of these days take it into their heads to employ European constables 
on Rs. 100 instead of native policemen on Rs. 6 or Rs. 8. if | there should 
be no native candidates for hte like those of school-masters, post-masters, 
clerks, shirasted4rs, munsiffs, mdmlatd4rs, &c., Government, will only be: 
too glad to import ship-loads of English lads, and pay them handsomely too 
ito the bargain. All they have to do is just to increase taxation in order to 
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raise the necessary revenue. In that case natives will not only be without the 
means of livelihood, but will also have to poy heavy taxes, while the national 


wealth will fow unchecked to the land of the rulers. 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhdkar (8) of the 21st July complains 
| nae a of the inefficiency of the Police of Sétéré. Of the 
pager wee ee of Sétérg. BUndreds of cases of theft and robbery that are con- 
a, ee stantly heard of in that city even during broad day- 
light, very few are ever traced to their legitimate source. It is now about two 
years since the perpetration of a foul murder in the streets of Sdétér4, but no 
clue to the whereabouts of the murderer has yet been obtained! Of the stolen 
property not even two annas in the rupee are ever recovered through the 
instrumentality of the police; whereas at the téluké stations it usually happens 
that at least twelve annas are so recovered. This is owing not so much to 
laziness as to ame poagaich The Sudhdkar, therefore, hopes that the Govern- 


ment will be pl to re-model the police of Sdtér4 and place it on an entirely 
new footing. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 25th J iy Sota a long article on the a working 
Opiate he weeks of the Forest Law, and re the case of a husband- 
ot rm vas Tie ~~ man, who committed suicide on account of his inability 
: to pay the fine inflicted on him by the Forest Depart- 
ment for having attempted to remove dried leaves and other materials of 
manure from the jungles. This case was noticed in the last weekly summary, but 
the Arunodaya mentions the man as belonging toa village in the Panvel Téluk4 
and not in the Mah4d Téluké as mentioned by the Suryodaya (6). The writer 
mentions this case as being one of those in which the Forest Officers unjustly file 
suits against persons, although the Honourable Mr. Ashburner’s Government has 
lately ruled that the ryots may be allowed to help themselves with materials 
of manure from the public lands. If the suicide is owing to a mistake on the 
part of the authorities in instituting a prosecution contrary to Mr. Ashburner’s 
ruling, it behoves the Government to go minutely into this case with a view to 
prevent the recurrence of similar cases of oppression. There are so many cases 
pe car | up of late on account of the rigorous enforcement of the forest, abkéri, 
and salt regulations by over-zealous officers, that the public mind is filled with 
much misgiving and anxiety. It is to be hoped, therefore, that Government will 
instruct the officers concerned not to strain the standing regulations to a point 


at which they will become the instruments of oppression instead of conducing 
to the welfare of the people. 


The same is astonished to learn from the letter of a correspondent of the 


Englishman that whenever the furniture of Political 
ce 33 apa m eonnec- Agents and other high officers is sold by auction in 
of the farses, | caine this country on their retirement, the Native Princes 
officers. and Chiefs invariably buy it at an exorbitant price. 


Two of the horses belonging to Lord Lytton were 
lately bought by natives for Rs. 610 and 420 respectively, when they were 
really not worth more than Rs. 250 each. The writer does not understand 
if there is any mystery involved in this fact, but if the Princes and Chiefs 
—— that by buying the furniture of big officials, they will become as great 
as they are, they are entirely mistaken. Sir Richard Temple once publicly 
declared at Baroda that the natives can never hope to become as good statesmen 
and administrators as Englishmen. ‘There is therefore only one way left them 
of satisfying their wishes, and that is to die and to be re-born in England ! 


The same protests against the introduction of the Contagious Diseases’ Act 
in the Island of Bombay. The sentiments are similar 


daca PS ee te con- to those of the other papers noticed in previous 


summaries. 


The Belgaum Samdchdr (15) of the 26th July, alluding to the deplorable state 
Aa of ignorance to which the agricultural population of 
village schools or heng,¢ this country has sunk, remarks that it is entirely 


owing to their poverty and to the unsuitability of the 


Government schools to their actual requirements. If new schools be opened for 
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the benefit of the ryots, where they will be taught what they actually 
require, one great difficulty will have been removed in the way of improving 
their condition. | 


The Nydya Sindhu (16) of the 26th July, in a long article on the working of 
the Forest Law, points out the following consequences 
Complains of the working resulting from its introduction: 1.—People cannot 
of the Forest Law. now supply themselves with firewood free of charge 
as before. 2.—Bhils, Kolis, Rimoshis and other classes of men cannot earn 
their livelihood by subsisting on the wild produce.of the jungles. 3.—These 
ple therefore have now no other recourse left but to rob and plunder. 
4.—The number of cattle in the country is on the decrease, because the Vanjfris, 
who used to lead a nomadic life and to tend herds of cattle on the slopes of the 
ghéts during the rainy season when they abound in pasturage, cannot afford 
to purchase grass according to the provisions of the new law. 5.—Cattle are 
consequently become very dear, and it is very difficult for the poor ryot to 
supply himself with oxen to draw the plough. 6.—Materials for manure are 
become dear and.are difficult to obtain. 7.—The husbandman can no longer 
drive his oxen to graze in the forests, but must buy the grass growing there, mow 
it himself, and bring 1t home. 


The Shubha Suchak (17) of the 23rd July in a long article comments on the 
See : Disarming Act. The loyalty of the natives of this 
; reg on the Disarm- country is now so well established that the rulers have 
= expressed themselves to that effect on many public 
occasions. His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales was so struck with the 
loyal sentiments and good feeling of the natives, that he informed HerjImperial 
Majesty of that fact on his return to England, who expressed her satisfaction in 
her speech at the time of the opening of Parliament. If the British Govern- 
ment is really assured of the loyalty of the natives, where is the necessity of 

ing an Act which is indicative of distrust? This creates a suspicion that 
the feelings of the rulers with regard to the natives are different from what they 
appear to be. The unfortunate consequences of the Disarming Act were fully 
realized by the people during the late dacoities, when whole villages were 
robbed | plundered by a handful of armed men even during broad day-light ! 
What could the poor people do in the absence of the most ordinary means of 
defence? In this way an inconceivable amount of valuable property was lost 
without any hope of recovery. This would never have happened if the people 
had had arms. No private property would have been lost, there would have been 
few cases of dacoities, and Government would not have been put to any trouble 
or anxiety on their account. But the worst is yet tocome. The desire of the 
Government to preserve and extend the forests has resulted in a great increase 
in the number of wild animals; and reports are received on all sides of the 
increasing loss of life among the ryots in the neighbourhood of the forests at the 
hands of wild beasts, as well as the destruction of valuable cattle. In the first 
place the poor ryot is precluded from entering the forests to help himself with 
firewood, wild fruit, vegetable-dyes, materials for manure, &c., and if at the 
same time the wild beasts should attack him, destroy his cattle, or do injury to 
his crops, it is very difficult to conceive how he will be able to carry on and pay 
the enhanced assessments against such overwhelming odds. 


The Khandesh Waibhaw (19) of the 23rd July, in a long article on the new 
Cotton Frauds’ Act, says that that Act is entirely 

PW ig cr @ - new unnecessary. Trade should be left unshackled and 
, _ free of all restraints or encouragement on the part of 
the Government. It should be left to the trader to bring good or bad commoditiés 
to the market, as he does not compel the customer to buy any in particular. 
The quality of the article brought to market will naturally be regulated by the 
price offered. Something may be said in favour of Government interference 
in the case of articles of Aod, as it isa question affecting the public health; but 
there is no such palliating feature in the case of such restrictive measures as the 
Cotton Frauds’ Act. Has the dealer in cotton no interest in the quality of the 
article he offers for sale? He and the customer will naturally adjust their 


transactions in such a way as to suit the convenience of both of them ; and there 
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particular reason for Government taking upon itself the unpleasant 


seems to be no he u 
task of mediating between the two parties like an commission t. 


me time ago a committee was appointed to inquire into the necessity of the 

| saa Frands’ Act, who clearly euland their opinion that there was no such ~ 

necessity. However, the present Act is in accordance with instructions 

received from the Secretary of State for India, and it is to be seen how it 

will work without the assistance of the Cotton Inspectors, whoee places are 
abolished. | . 

The Satya Sadan (20) of the 24th July, commenting on the late petitions 

ss os \ , the Tndien Toca the British Parliament, 

expresses sentiments similar to those of the Shubha — 

Suchak (17), noticed in the last weekly summary. 


The Ndsik Writta (21) of the 24th July, describes the evening party given 
by Mr. Ramsay, the Collector of Nasik, to the native 

bow oe evening party gentry of that aga apc oe wy. Xv considers 
iven oe rg maga L it a hopeful sign of the times that Englishmen should 
Collctor_of wa Ot” cultivate Sak lek sk. thy. dives of thee 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 23rd July, commenting on the deficit, disapproves 
: of the line of defence adopted by Sir John Strachey, 
and expects the British nation to inflict severe panes 
ment on him. - The sentiments are similar to those 
of the Indu Prakdsh (3) noticed in the last weekly 
. The paper also suggests that England 
should pay a large portion of the expenditure incurred 
on the Afghén war, and in order to improve the condition of Indian finance, it 
makes the following proposals: 1.—That the import duty on cotton goods 
should be levied as before. 2.—That the license tax should be extended to 
_ the official and professional classes, and the amount levied on the trading classes 
should be diminished. 3.—That the salaries of the a wi Officials should 
be reduced by a small percentage. 4.—Some of the useless Departments should 
be abolished. 5.—That some educated natives should be appointed in the 
several Legislative Councils. The Shétwaji believes that the conduct of Sir 
John Strachey is calculated to destroy the public confidence in the Indian 
authorities, and therefore advises the people to try to secure representation in 
the Legislative Councils. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (49) of the 26th July, in alluding to the public 

and formal recognition of Abdul Rahmdn as Ameer 

_, Doubts whether Abdul of Cabul on the of the British Government, 

oo digs a ome observes that the whole of Afghdnistén, including the 

the Afghans. leaders of the party of Ydkub Khan, are said to be 

pleased with the arrangement, but it cannot, for the 
reasons given in detail last. week, participate in this good news. The report, 

that all the Afghdn Sardars, including Mahomad Jan, have accepted Abdul as the 

Ameer, requires confirmation before being accepted as a fact. Perhaps they show 

that they are pleased with the arrangement; but everybody knows that the 
promises of the Afghans ought not to be much depended upon. They are so 

very expert in concealing their real motives, in submitting to circumstances for 

a time, and in turning round on the first opportunity, that even British generals 

and politicians could not with all their precautiors hitherto deal with them 

successfully. Moreover, the rivalry of other parties with Abdul Rahmén, and his 

having accepted the kingdom after its division into two parts and some other 

facts, go against the supposition that he is accepted with satisfaction. After the 

death of Dost Maho Abdul’s father Afzulla Khan, drove away Sher Alli and 

ascended the throne of Cébul. During the short time he reigned in that city, 

Abdul practised so much oppression that his tyrannical deeds are still sung in 


plaintive tones by A women. His long connection with the Russians also 
stands him. The Afghdns detest Russian interference as much as they 


itish intervention. They will not therefore put much faith in the © 


Ameer, who wus living within Russian territories for ten years as a pensioner 


A 


ly eee 


of that Government. Under these circumstances it is doubtful whether Abdul 
will gain the complete confidence of his new subjects. 7 


A correspondent of the same gives with some detail the reasons which 
ben auic> have induced the P4rsis to pray for exemption from 
Describes the annoyance the provisions of the Administrator General’s Act. He 
and estar ap ree ani by says that Mr. Macpherson, the District Judge of - 
ee Cada Act. Surat, for the first time applied the Act to the Paérsis, 
| | and issued orders to attach the pro of deceased 
persons. On the death of a Pérsi the police make a report to the District Court, 
and a notice is immediately sorved upon the relations of the deceased, some- 
times even before the funeral procession leaves the house. The Paérsis, living 
in the district ata long distance from the head station, experience great 
annoyance and much inconvenience in consequence of the notice. According 
to the Parsi religion, ceremonies for the deceased have to be ormed daily 
for one month, while the notice must be complied with within n days from 
the date on which itis served. The poor Parsi villager must leave aside his 
avocation and proceed to the head station without minding the severities of the 
seasons such as heavy rain and the flooding of rivers on his way. There he 
has to put up with some distant relative or maintain himself on the charity of 
a co-religidnist, and. engage a pleader to afford him help in the transaction of 
the court-business, which may fosaealty extend over a long period. If there 
be only one male member in the family of the deceased, he must either attend 
to the performance of the ceremonies for the deceased, or comply with the 
notice; and if he neglects to do the latter, he must suffer a pecuniary loss. 
Sometimes he has to undergo all this annoyance for some worthless pro 
left by the deceased. One of the District Judges required two witnesses to 
swear that the nt Cm was heir to the deceased, even when no other person 
opposed the application, and hence the applicant had to bring with him 
two of his relations from his village to make the necessary declaration. _There 
have been cases in which the relations of the deceased made over his little 
roperty, such as a cot or a box, to the police as unclaimed, in order to avoid the 
bother and inconvenience of getting a certificate under the Act. The writer is 
exceedingly glad that the above-mentioned Bill will relieve the Pérsis from all 
is annoyance and inconvenience. (The Loka Mitra (56) of the 25th July 
expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The same of the 28th July, in alluding to the telegram which stated that 

the Deputy Collector of Hyderabad, in Sind, who is 

Requests Government to a native, was whipped on a public road by a European 

take due notice of the atiack Engineer, observes that this statement has not been 

pie aS Depely Collector of contradicted since, nor has anything further been 

Hyderabad, in Sind. heard about the occurrence. Under these circum- 

stances it seems probable that the affair has been 

hushed up either by means of a private apology to the Deputy Collector, or by 

compelling him to hold silence by getting some high officer to induce him to do 

80. It behoves Government however to inflict due punishment on the offending 

Kuropean, for having insulted so high an officer as the Deputy Collector, as it 

1s very desirable that this case should serve as an example, in order to dissuade 
other persons from acting rashly in a similar manner. 


The same of the 29th July, in alluding to the annual exhibition to be held 
| at Simla of native industrial art throughout India, 
Is glad that an annual observes that native fine art has of late been disappear- 

exhibition is to be held at’ ing. Some beautiful specimens of native workman- 
Simla of native industrial 4 . . 

art throughout India. ship are occasionally seen, and then the question 

naturally grises, why does not the native art industry 

prosper? The reply to this question is, that sufficient encouragement is not 

given to it either by Government or by the wealthy classes of thiscountry. It is 

gratifying, therefore, that a committee of European gentlemen is formed at Simla 

to hold an annual exhibition of native industrial art. It would be well, however, 

if a few native gentlemen were added to the committee, as they would prove 

of great use in carrying out the object of that body. Industrial exhibitions 

are annually held at Poona and some other places. Encouragement ought to 
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‘be given by Government and wealthy 


9 


persons to the multiplication of such 
exhibitions ; and if this is done, native industrial art will receive due encourage- 
ment, and will gradually improve. 


The same of the 31st July approves of the Bill to regulate the importation, 

: on and transport of petroleum and other oils 

Saggests an addition tothe ofa like nature, but observes that a section or two 

Bill for the importer ngs should be introduced into the Bill to prohibit the 

oe scien “importation of kerosine lamps of bad glass and weak 

oe eee make which are sold in large numbers. The fragile 

lamps frequently break and set the oil alight, leading to serious accidents. 

There should therefore be a provision that lights of thick glass and safe pattern 
will alone be allowed to be imported. : 


A correspondent of the same states that the present contractors of the distillery 

i 7 of country spirits at Walsd4d have reduced by half the 

Complains that the agents salaries which the agents received from the old con- 
of the Oa s a tractors, and that these agents measure out less liquor 
anu a "to poor customers, or mix water with the spirits, or 
ape commit other frauds to indemnify themselves for the 
loss sustained by them. It behoves the authorities concerned to adopt due — 
measures to check these frauds. 


The Jéme Jamsed Sad fed the 26th July, in alluding to the remark made by © 

rd Hartington in his reply to the deputation of the 
Observes ag sa Br natives of India now in Thao. that Lord Ripon 
co himself deprecated the hasty repeal of the Vernacular 
| Press Act, observes that Mr. Gladstone and his party 
expressed themselves very favourably on this subject when not in office. . The 
success of the Liberal Ministry therefore raised hopes in the Editors of the 
Native Press that the time for the repeal of the law had approached. The 
Jéme Jamsed thereupon warned them not to feel sure that the new Ministry 
would rescind it, unless pressed to do so, and therefore advised them to send 
ina memorial. The Editors failed to adopt this advice, and as the result of 
their negligence they have to remain under the control of the distasteful Act for 
some time longer. It is difficult to perceive what is meant by saying that no 
haste should be made in repealing a law which has been condemned by the 
whole civilized world. The movement on the part of the Editors should not 
be delayed any more, since, if the law is allowed to remain in existence under 
the Liberal Ministry, there will be no hope of its repeal under the Conservative 
administration, and it will ever remain on the statute-book. (The Rést Goftér 


os 


(52), the Loka Mitra (56), and the Yajdén Parast (54) of the 25th July express 


similar sentiments.) 


The same observes that the people of India are glad that the present 
. administration is prepared to make England pay a 
Is glad that England is portion of the Afghén war expenses. At the pre- 
née ages y po wegen sentation of the English budget to Parliament, Mr. 
expenditure. gum 8 Gladstone said that, as there was a little balance in 
hand and as the total cost of the Afghd4n war was not 
known, the question of the payment by England of a share of that cost had to 
be necessarily deferred until the expenses were ascertained. This statement 
raised the fear that the Premier wished to evade the question of payment. But 
it is highly gratifying that he has firmly stuck to his promise. The war has 
ended, its cost has been ascertained, and the share of the expenses which 
England will pay, will be declared in Parliament. In the current year though 
a loan of 34 krores was opened and was taken up at a good premium, yet it was 
feared that another loan would have to be raised, as the deficit was very large ; 
but that fear has now disappeared. England should give half of the 15 krores 
of rupees which have been spent upon the war, or should pay at least as much 
as will cover the deficit. By doing this, the Ministry will be enabled to 
out next year their promise to abolish the license-tax and to confer several 
other benefits on India, and the same will preserve the good name of England, | 
and gladden the hearts of the Indian subjects of the Crown. 
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aad 


, ought to be 
ul Rahmdn, 


treacherous - 

responsibilities of treaty engagemen 
| their promises; and henee to make a treaty with them 
is to provide for the declaration uf another war. Though they dislike the 
British, yet they detest the Russians, and there is no fear of their going over 
to the latter. Hiss wih bene advantage whatever in ing a treaty with 
Abdul Rahmd4n, as there is no guarantee that he will continue to hold the 
Amirship after the withdrawal of British troops from CAbul. He is resolute 
but —— On his way to Cabul he desolated Kohistén and oppressed the 
people. This is not the way to establish one’s power in a new ki m. He 
is habitually tyrannical, as he ised much oppression on the people of Cébul 
when his father was a ruler of it sixteen years ago, which is still remembered 
and s He has issued a ion that he will rule 


anoy the confidence of the people, nor will he be supported the Sardars 


ere is still a strong party him, and it is not certain that those who 
have come over to his side stand by him long. It is not at all likely that 


the party of Yékub Khan, who have so long and stanchly fought in their interests, 
will give up their claims in favor of Abdul. Their joining him just now may 
be attributed to their common desire to get the British to evacuate istin. 


' There are fears of Abdul himself becoming treacherous to the Briti He is 


perfidious by nature ; he alone has been anxious to accept sovereignty over the 
province of Cébul ; he showed undue approval of the British policy of dividing 


the Afghin kingdom; he carried on secret correspondence with the Sardars, 


and they have therefore forgotten their enmity to him, and have joined him, while 
Ayub Khan has been marching from Herat on Kandahér; all these occurrences 
raise @ grave suspicion about the good faith of Abdul. He is moreover a 
protégé of the Russian Government. The British Government ought therefore 
to be on their guard, lest he should find an opportunity to play the same part 
as the treacherous Akbar Khan played in 1842. . No treaty engagements should 
therefore be contracted with the new Ameer until the British army safely 
returns to India, and complete peace is restored in Afghdnistdn. 


The same, in alluding to the preparations made to evacuate Cébul and to the 
.., expected attack on Kandahar by Ayub Khan, observes 
an a = goad that General Burrows is waiting to receive the Afghan 
British. 7 forces on this side of the Helmund River, and will soon 
: dispose of them. But the British Government are 
involved in this new war on account of the objectionable policy of the late 
Ministry of dividing Afghénistén into two , and thus making it weaker 
than it-was before. Columns were despatched to Cabul and to Kandéhér at one 
and the same time with one object, and they ought to return together. But 
the force at the former place is to return, while that at the latter city is to be 
involved ina war! However, it is gratifying to learn from the Bombay Gazette 
that neither Lord Ripon nor the new Ministry have come to any decision as 
yet about Kandéhér. They are considering whether that city should be kept 
under British control or not. The wisest course appears to be that it should 
be evacuated along with Cabul. 


The same, in alluding to the new list of the Justices of the Peace for the 

and of Bombay, observes that there is nothing 

Mier hig onthe new to criticise as the European Justices. 
Pinks aa ame of the Among the Native Justices there are some educated 
Island of : re ° : 

Bombay. and public spirited persons, and Sir James Fergusson’s 
| ees Government deserves to be congratulated upon for the 
happy selection. There are many other deserving persons who ought to be 
selected hereafter. But there are some names in the new list which ought not 
to be there. Two or three of the new nominees are young men who have 


just left school, and whose only qualification is, that they are kinsmen to influential 
ouP3l—7 [con 215] - . 
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ich persons. It is hoped that Sir James will not allow a similar scandal to 
part in fature. (The Yajdén Parast (54) of the same date expresses somewhat 
similar sentiments.) | 


The Loka Mitra (56) of the 25th July approves of the Bill for the due 
; be preservation of game in this Presidency, but observes 
Makes a on the that the proposed Game Law will not prove of much 
lala peg eng =o aga use. Of late most of the huntsmen or sportsmen are 
game ‘ Europeans. Manly sports have mostly disap 
from among the natives, because they have become poor, and the Arms’ 
Act and the Forest Law as well as the heavy duty upon small arms and 
ammunitions have raised great hindrances in the way of their possessing 
weapons and taking to hunting. Europeans do not experience any of the above 
difficulties.. Most of them are Government servants, and the law raises few 
hindrances in their way. They have therefore almost monopolized the sports 
of the field. They follow sport in the Mofussil with more freedom than they 
do in the neighbourhood of cities. It is said that when a European is about to 
go out for sport, he sends forward some men to prohibit native sportsmen from 
encroaching upon the grounds in which he is going to hunt. People are sometimes 
prohibited from taking water from the tanks in which some European is about 
to angle. It is therefore hoped that the proposed law will be so framed that 
game will be any preserved, that European sportsmen will not be allowed 
undue liberty as they enjoy at present, and that no new difficulties will be 
thrown in the way of native sportsmen. (The Bombay Chronicle (48) of the 
same date approves of the Bill.) 


The Kdside Mumbai (65) of the 23rd July, in alluding to the pressure 

| which is being exercised on the Sultén of Turkey by 

Is sorry that England takes the great powers to act according to the Treaty of 
a leading eg = er 4 Berlin,. observes that the Sultén rightly considers that 
nad y Mead seen ' England is the cause of involving the Porte in its 
: present difficulties, since the new Ministry took a 

leading part in convening the Berlin Conference. The present conduct of the 
great powers towards him shows that he justly entertained the fear that they 
would encroach upon his aseeey, and checked them by forming an alliance 
with England. The former Sultans created the Empire by their valour, 
and it would be a great wonder if their present descendant permitted its being 
broken up by his own weakness, and he therefore does right in showing that he 
is not imbecile. The Mahomedan religion is attacked on every side, and the 
writer, as one of its followers, is glad that the brave among the Faithful are 
trying their utmost to remove the danger, but it is to be regretted that the 
Sultén is making warlike preparations against the British Government. For 
the last ee years the English have evinced great friendship and 
pathy for the Ottoman Empire, and Sultén Abdul Majid heartily responded 

to those feelings. It does not therefore become Mr. Gladstone to act as he has 
done towards the Porte which has been weakened by the late Russo-Turkish 


war. - The writer prays the Almightly therefore to restore the former friendship 
between the two Empires. 


Municipalriies. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakash (5) of the 26th July writing from 
ae Thand4, is so re — na aw pusane that the 
to the management management of the Municipality of that town is to be 
of the Théné Municipality entrusted to the De uty Collector assisted by one 
g entrusted to one indivi- “ee : : 
dual. Commissioner only, has proved correct. It is now 
ruled, that there is to be no managing committee, and 
that Mr. Kawasji will undertake the whole responsibility of Municipal affairs 
in Thén4. The cause ascribed for this change is the indifference of the 
Municipal Commissioners and the consequent difficulty of conducting business. 
But the srenation is, why did the Government not choose other Commissioners, 
if the old were so neglectful of their duty? As Municipal institutions are 
intended by Government to teach the people how to manage their own public 
affairs, that object is entirely setvetel by the unprecedented course of action 


> oe It is, therefore, to be hoped that the Collector of Thané will 
Py Tae cader chisged ani ephoint new Conislaioners. 3 


uly, ing from 
ph Deh eers.! 


which 1s not 


cs excited in consequence, and have selected another soak 
for the same on their own account. ‘The writer prays the Government 
to inquire inte the matter to prevent unpleasant consequences, 


; 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (22) of the 25th July complains of the 


ested a8 the ecndind ~" s he had occasion to notice at a 
of pg er belonging toll-gate about halfa mile distant from the town of 


Mudhol | Mudhol on the road to Kalédgi. Ita rs that the 
“= ale toll-collector stationed there is in the abit of detain- 
ing travellers unnecessarily for a long time and of giving them every kind of 
trouble and annoyance. If one wishes to lodge a complaint against him by 
seeing the K4rbhé4ri of the State in person, he cannot do so, because the latter 1s 
generally inaccessible to strangers and poor persons. 


The Dnyén Sagar (29) of the 26th July, alluding to the state of health of 
His Highness the Mah4r4j4 of Kolh4pur, makes the 
certain i j i >: ]l— 
in tomes with te boi following suggestions: 1.—To remove the fears and 
; ant by his being taken to strange and out-of-the-wa 

aii tec sith ta Mitbalechves oud the Wise to 
should be allowed to remain at Kolh4pur in the midst of his relations and 
friends. 2.—All the attendants and servants now with him should not be 
changed as is contemplated. 3.—He should be placed under the care of an 
experienced tutor like Mr. Yashvantrév Vdsudey Athavle, Mr. Hammick, or 
‘Mr. Krishnar4v Bhik4ji Gokhle. All these gentlemen are well-known to His 
Highness and are much liked by him, If these suggestions should be adopted, 
there can be no doubt that His acl will be restored to health and vigour in 
&@ very eh time. (The Natiwe Qpinion (4) of the 25th July expresses similar 

sentiments. | ) 


D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
Srd August 1880. 
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_, Notes.—The various. notices have been collected under different heads, which are printed in italics., 


De] ‘inted_in italics, and the ‘nuinber of the Newspaper in the list at the 
printed i | after the name. : 


proprietors of the Newspapers marked © have not given ‘information as to the umber of copies 
In these cases, am estimate has been made by the Reporter. ; : 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


- The Indian Spectator (1) of the 1st August, referring to the present condi- 
ee me tion of the agricultural classes, says—‘ We believe — 
pry seated “= our rulers are anxious that the condition of the masses 

to should improve; but they have no practical sym- 
pathy ry and aid to offer. They are sorry the ryot is sinking lower and lower in 
the slough of indebtedness, and his country decimated periodically by famine 
and fever. ‘They cheerfully spend millions when perhaps it is too late to save 
life, whereas they taunt the people for their extravagance and withhold even 
temporary relief at a time when the cultivator most needs it. What is the use 
of the loudest professions of sympathy when there is hesitation to lend a helpi 
hand? The p ag? | of the cultivator means prosperity of the State, i 
yet. the authorities will not shake themselves free of their penny-wise-and-pound- 
ish policy in time. We agree with the Amrita Bazar Patrika, that if the 
ryot is to be raised from his miserable status, the Government must afford him 
facilities for realising a good crop and for meeting the State demand in full 
without starving hinself and family. And if, through eauses over which he 
has ne control, the ryot is unable to meet such demand, then the Government 
must refrain from playing the part of the greedy sowkar whom it is a fashion 
to denounee in official) documents. The relations betwéen the ryot and the 
State are of mutual interest, and it rests more with the State than with the ryot 
to see that the latter is not reduced to poverty or driven to the exorbitant 
money-lender. The State must save the ryot, in short, even from himself, if he 
js so far ‘ gone,’ in order to make him a usefyl, contented, paying animal.” 


The same, alluding to the reply of the Secretary of State for India to the 
deputation of Native gentlemen residing in London, 
care utaly og ferrig says—‘‘ Our present Secretary of State is discover- 
tion of Indian gentleman. ing a vein of cool assurance which 1s mortifying to 
| natives of this country. His Lordship’s reply to the 
deputation of Indian gentlemen who recently waited upon him seems to have 
disappointed the Native Press; more especially his expression of opinion as to 
the repeal of the Press Act. ‘This attitude of the Liberals might well surprise 
those who have so long remained lulled in a pleasurable state of mind by their 
forecast of policy when fighting for office; but a moment’s reflection might 
show, that with all their disappointing vacillations, the present Mini cannot 
be accused of bad faith. It is true that the Liberal leaders are pledged to a 
repeal of several of the legislative measures which the late Government has 
bequeathed to India; but it does not follow, because of this tacit pledge, that 
these obnoxious enactments are to be at once swept off the face of the 
statute-book. So far as we ean judge, the days of the ‘Black Act’ are 
numbered ; but we ask if a strictly constitutional Government can, all at once, 
set aside accomplished facts. We ask if such hasty repeal of even an iniquitous 
piece of legislation .would not be as arbitrary as its introduction. It is evident 
that our present rulers are determined to act conscientiously. We do not see 
what power on earth is to prevent them undoing the- mischief done by their 
predecessors. We believe they are as conscious now as they were before of the 
ntter inutility of the Press Act; but it may be well to remember, that they 
have yet to work in harmony with most of the warm advocates of the Act,” 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 1st August, commenting on the reply of the 
Secretary of State for India to the address of the 

Makes remarks on Lord deputation of Indian gentlemen residing in London, 
Foire a one byt the says—* We are sorry that the Secretary of State 
on, — should haye lost an opportunity of creating greater 
‘ confidence in the native mind by abolishing these Acts 
which he and his coadjutors had condemned and with reason. We fail to 
understand why His Lordship should be induced to treat the request of the 
deputation in the manner he di »” (The Dharwar Writta (25) of the 29th and 
the Khdandesh Waibhaw (19) of the 30th July express similar sentiments.) 
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dent of the Dnydn Prakash (5) of the 2nd August, writing ingfrom == 
Belgaum, complains of the new Postal regulations by a 
which ordinary postage stamps are to be used in 
the case of all correspondence in connection with ~ 
those departments which are maintained from the ~~ . 
Local Funds. Hitherto service stamps were advan- 
ate tageously used in such cases; but by the new ruling,‘ 
where @ one-anna service stamp was enough for a packet weighing ten tolds, 
ten annas must be spent on ordinary postage stamps, in fact as many annas 
must be spent as the packet weighs in toldés and so on. This will no doubt 
increase hs tania of the Postal department, but it will be so much loss to the 
Local Funds, which will consequently suffer toa large extent. The writer, 
therefore, strongly deprecates the measure. 


The Suryodaya (6) of the 2nd August is sorry to hear of the discomfiture 
nie of General Burrows’ column and fervently hopes that 
gma on the Afghén the British forces will triumph over their enemies and 
soon return to India. (The Satya Shodhak (23) of 
the Ist August expresses similar sentiments. The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 2nd 
August expresses great anxiety in connection with the prolongation of the 
Afghin war.) 
The same is of opinion that there is great room for reduction in the 
. Judicial Department. It is a well known fact that 
ap edad Devecweaeh. ™ the High Court of Bombay has now very little work 
to do, and that some of the Judges are literally 
without work. Cannot some of these places be abolished? The British Gov- 
ernment have lately passed a resolution for the purpose of effecting reduction in 
several departments of the Indian publicservice, but whenone of the Judges retired 
soon after and when everybody expected that the place would be abolished, a 
new Judge was instantly appointed on the same salary! There are seven or 
eight Judges in the High Court getting from three to five thousand rupees per. | 
month ; and if some of these places be abolished, a great saving would be effect- 
ed without any detriment to the cause of justice. Then again it is generally — 
supposed that the Judges are paid handsomely in order that there may be little 
or no room for bribery and corruption ; but without reflecting on the character 
of the present Judges, it may be safely asserted that more depends upon the 
innate disposition of individuals than upon their salaries. There are thoroughly 
upright men even in the humblest spheres of life who will not touch a single 
ple, even if it were to prevent their starving, while one may find an officer 
getting thonsands of rupees per month perverting justice for a trivial consider- 
ation! On the whole there can be no doubt that there is great room for 
retrenchment in the Judicial Department. 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhdkar (8) of the 4th August is of opinion 

that, however necessary it may have been during the 

Is of opinion that it is no late dacoities to prevent people from walking in the 

longer necessary to prevent streets of Sétéra after 10 o'clock ut night, there seems 
people from walking in the . : 

streets of Sitéra during the +0 be no such necessity now that complete peace is 

night. restored. The prohibition only serves as an impedi- 

ment in the way of tradesmen and other men of busi- 

ness, who are oe obliged to close their shops at an early hour. The writer 


ttn prays the Government to remove the obstacle, as has been done in 
oona. 


The Subodha Patrikd See of the 1st August, in advocating a permanent 

aa settlement of land-revenue in the Deccan, says—‘‘ No 
coe ee A anc revenue settlement can be deemed sound unless it 
inthe Deccan. gives facilities to Janded proprietors for effecting im- 
| provements in the land. The present policy 1s to 
tax improvements on some pretext or other. It is true the Revenue Survey 
Act does not authorize such taxes, but the Survey Officers to whom the working 
. of the Act is entrusted set the restricting provision of the Act at defiance and so 
it remains a dead letter. Any scheme, therefore, which is likely to encourage 
land-owners to improve their land, and to increase at the same time the land- 
revenue, cannot but be acceptable to all except, perhaps, the sharp Revenue 
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that the wealth of the people is the wealth of the State, conducts 

in ® manner often injurious to the interests of both and thus not 

atly makes the British Government appear greedy and unjust in the 
eyes of the ryot.” : 

The Arunodaya (13) of the 1st August refers to the great mortality in the North- 
West Provinces during the last year in consequence 
of fever. It appears that the average rate of mortality 
in those provinces is always a high one, being about 
700,540 annually, owing to the prevalence of malari- 
ous fever in some of the zillas ; but last year it rose to 
the unprecedented figure of 1,616,208! The popula-— 

tion of the North-West Provinces amounts to four krors of human beings, of 
whom 75 per cent., that is about 30,000,000 persons, were attacked by fever last 
year ! This applies to those Provinces in general ; but in two of the zillas, 
namely, Alighar and Bélmashar, it appears that 95 per cent were laid up with 
fever, 2 circumstance which the Civil Surgeon considers as unprecedented. 
The attention of the Government being aroused to this fact, Dr. Lethbridge 
was specially appointed to investigate the true cause, and gave it as his opinion 
that the heavy mortality was owing to the insufficient quantity of food consumed 
by the people, which induced a weak state of health and made them liable to 
attacks of fever. This information was galling to the self-sufficient Govern-. 
ment who flatter themselves that under their benign rule the people are becom- 
ing rich and happy. They therefore appointed Dr. Lyon to conduct the same 
inquiry, who however agreed with Dr. Lethbridge. e reports of Colonel 
Hay and Dr. Sounder, as well as that of the Sanitary Commissioner, Dr. Plank, 
confirmed the views of Dr. Lethbridge and Dr. Lyon. - It has been, therefore, 
clearly established that the so-called malaria is nothing less than what the 
Germans gall famine-sickness. If poverty and the consequent insufficiency of 
food are the causes of the disease, 1t behoves the Government to devote their 
earnest attention to taking proper steps to improve the condition of the people. 
The opinion of the anthorities that the people of India are now-a-days much 
better off than before 1s of course entirely erroneous, but it is to be hoped that 
Government does not wish that its subjects should become impoverished and 
die of famine-sickness. 
The same understands that the rainfall on the Ghauts this year is insufficient 
for the purposes of cultivation. Sowing operations 
i ge that mage 13 ie ata stand-still in = Ahmednagar Collectorate, 
sufficion ys... andthe same may be said of Khdndesh and parts of 
wally the Bombey Presi- tho Nasik Culloaeniie, There has been very little 
rain in Berdr and in the neighbourhood of Pc 
This shows that the prospects of this year are assumibg a serious appearance, 


and it therefore behoves the authorities to be well prepared to meet the crisis, 
should it really come. | 


The same understands that the Pioneer objects to the Government 
as Resolution of 1878 to admit natives to the Civil 
a ottiaeen “be oe of Service of India, on the grounds that it is unjust to 
| serye ° 
under native Civil Servants. compel Europeans to serve under the natives and that 
| Englishmen will not be found willing to do so. 
In reply to the statement of the Secretary of State for India that there is no 
reason why Englishmen should be unwilling to serve under the natives of India 
when they do so in the other free countries of Asia, the Pioneer rejoins that this 
18 a conquered country, and therefore Englishmen do not like to serve under 
those whom they have conquered. The Aruaodaya thinks, however, that 
Englishmen will do well to free themselves from sach notions, as they are the 
result of a haughty spirit which cannot but be attended with evil consequences. 
_ India may have been won by the sword, but those who won it and those from 
whom it was won are dead and gone, and it is not advisable that the present 
nerations of the two races should re each other in any such light. 
letent of invoking feelings of dislike and hatred it would be beneficial to the 
interests of both if they consider themselves as one nation and live together in 
amity and peace. It 1s, however, somewhat re-assuring that the Government 
has not yet begun to entertain such extreme views as those of the Pioneer. 
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Is of opinion that Kandahar The same is of opinion that Kandéhér should be 


should be ceded to the Amir ceded to the new Amur of K4bul and that then there 


of Kébul. will be no further difficulty. 


The Nydya Sindhu (16) of the 2nd August complains of the working of the 
Ciinishainie of Ve . Forest Law. It says that by this law the ryots are 
atthe Forest law. working precluded from driving their cattle to graze in the 
public forests and from supplying themselves with 

articles of manure. _ These are great difficulties placed in the way of the ryots’ 
earning their livelihood, inasmuch as they cannot afford to pay for grass and 
manure. Jesides it is extremely doubtful whether Government, will profit much 
by the sale of the grass growing in the jungles. If such should be the case, is 
it not strange that it should put the ryots to unnecessary trouble and incon- 
venience for the sake of a paltry income? If the cattle belonging to the ryots 
be prevented from grazing in the jungles, the growth of grass will be encouraged 
to such an extent that there will always be fears of conflagrations in which the 
trees along with the grass cannot but be destroyed. This will only be an 
obstacle in the way of forest conservancy. Then, again, as to firewood, it is 
easy to buy it in cities and towns, but in villages the ‘buying and selling of 
firewood are entirely unknown nor are there any shops for the purpose, and if 
there were any, the poor villagers cannot afford to pay forit. The husband- 
men usually manage somehow or other to supply themselves with the materials 
for a fire from their own fields; but those who have no fields of their own nor 
the means to pay, must either commit theft in the jungles or eat uncooked food ! 
Some days ago it was reported in the Bombay Gazette that the imhabitants of a 
certain village murdered a policeman, stationed to guard the adjoining jungle, 
on account of his oppressive conduct; and no wonder, for there is always a 
limit to human endurance. It is therefore hoped that Government will take 


these facts into their serious.eonsideration in settling the question of forest 
conservancy, : 


The Shubha Suchak (17) of the 30th J uly, commenting on the Afghan war, 


i says that as that war was undertaken more to main- 
expenses do gre ta dhe tain British prestige in Afghdnistén than to promote 


the interests of India, it is incumbent on the British 


Government to take upon themselves the cost of that war. 


The Dhérwéd Writia (25) of the 29th July is sorry to hear of the Kushki 
eave _ Nékhud disaster and wonders that General Burrows 
ea ens on the Afghén should not have been able to ascertain the strength 
of Ayub Khdn’s forces and that he should have allowed 
himself to be outwitted by that General, (The Bodha Sudhdkar (8) of the 4th 
August expresses similar sentiments.) 


The Poona Waibhae (44) of the 8rd August is glad to perceive that His 

Is glad that His Excellency Excellency the new Governor of Bombay is disposed 

Sir James Fergusson listens t0-listen personally to the grievances of the people, as 

to the grievances of the in the ease of the deputation of the non-official mem- 
prope. bers of the Dholka Municipality. 


The same, referring to the Afgh4én war, is glad to hear that that war is 
—— _ drawing to a close. It appears, however, that the 
wa en 0m the Afghén conditions of peace proposed by the British are almost 
. all of them favourable to the Afghdéns. That hard 
condition, for which thousands of lives have been sacrificed: and millions of 
rupees spent from the Indian treasury—the admission of an English Resident 
at the Court of K4bul—has been abandoned. Promises of money have also been 
made to the new Amir, which imply that an annual allowance of twelve lacs, 
(such as was made to the late Shere Alli) or of a similar sum will be made b 
the British Government. Abdul Rahmén is also told that he will be defende: 
m foreign attacks if necessary. He is only asked in return not to receive 
an Embassy from any other nation save the British. All this shows that the 
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the Afgh4ns is remarkably great. Tho former have a powerful and well-disci- . © = 
med army under the ablest commanders and an inexhaustible treasury ; while vy 


e latter are a handful of men untrained and undisciplined as well as without 
a tecognized master. In spite of such overwhelming odds, however, we find 


them securing a treaty favourable to their own interests. This is not the 
result of petitions forwarded to England, of bribes given to high officials, or of 
lengthy speeches or articles in newspapers, but of true patriotism and of per- 
sistency in united action. In this last respect the Afghdns may be said to 
have set a noble example even to civilized nations. It is true that they are a 
savage and treacherous people, but these very failings have been the cause of 
their salvation! Anyhow, it must be considered as a blessing that the war 
has ended, for which the Liberal Ministry now in power must be heartily con- 
gratulated. 

The same is glad to hear that Lord Ripon has. - 
instructed the Press Commissioner to supply official 
news not only to certain English newspapers as before, 
but also to all the newspapers conducted by natives 
which are wholly or partly in English. 


The Guwardt Mitra (45) of the Ist August states that Dwdrkdprasdd 
) Rdmpraséd, a third class constable of the Surat police, 
Obemrees gh om ee was once before sent to jail for some cole but on 
constable of the ce punishment of imprisonment was on ap commu 
aioe aes eee cama to a fine of rupees thirty. He has been now fined by 
the District Magistrate of Breach in the sum of three 
hundred rupees for criminal breach of trust. Notwithstanding these convictions 
he is still retained in service. Certainly this is a bad precedent. (The Deshi 
Mitra (57) of the Sth August expresses similar sentiments in its usual jocular 
style.) 3 
The Hitechchhu (47) of Ahmed4bdd of the 22nd July, but received on the 
31st, in alluding to the sentence of death passed upon 
Praises the Honourable Mr. the sailor Nairne for the murder of a policeman at 
White for impartially dispos- (Calcutta, observes that the Honourable Mr. White 
ing of the case of the sailor d , ° ° : 
Nairne tried for the murder eserves great credit for paying no attention to the 
of a policeman. improper recommendation of the jury to show mercy 
to the convict, and for impartially dispensing justice 
in the case. Notwithstanding the just disposal of the case, several Sone 
of Calcutta and many in other parts of India have exhibited their selfishness 
and partiality to their race, by showing a desire to submit a memorial to 
Government to show mercy to the accused, and by raising subscriptions on his 
behalf. The European doctors are probably sorry that in this case they had 
no opportunity to state that the spleen of the policeman was diseased. The 
reader can judge for himself how shameful and despicable it is to try to defend 
a culprit a mercilessly butchered a native as if he was asheep. Mr. Sinclair, 
the Assistant Collector of Ahmedabad, also deserves great credit for having 
inflicted a fine of five hundred rupees on a Captain of Artillery at Ahmedabad, 
who whipped the Mukhi of the vitae of Wastral for delaying to supply grass. 
In this case a sentence of imprisonment should have a passed ; but Mr. 
Sinclair fined the Captain instead, because if he was imprisoned he would not be 
able to perform his dutiesjor the time being. However the fine is heavier than 
what people thought would be inflicted, and the Magistrate deserves praise for 
ha ng acted in the manner he did. Unless there are Judges in India as im- 
as the Honourable Mr. White and Mr. Sinclair, the liberty of the natives 
will not be protected from the encroachments of Europeans. 


The Bombay Samdchir (49) of the 2nd August is glad that a patriotic fund 
Seiis oie Ciecial for the relief of the soldiers wounded and of the 
should decline to nacne mt families of those killed in the Afghén war has been 
scriptions from the zaminddérs started, and that subscriptions are pouring in. It is 
a py to the fund for the gratifying that three lacs of rupees have been hitherto 
and bap ce nagy = subscribed principally by several rdjds and zamindars. - 
killed in the Afoh; — Bat out of this amount more than sixty-two thousand 
’ . have been contributed by the zaminddrs of Behar, and 
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‘O'Donnell, a member of the Bengal Covenanted Civil Service, states in a 
-. ook recently published by him, that they mercilessly screw out exorbitant rents 
from their ryots so as almost to deprive them of the means of livelihood. 
he burden of the large presents made by these heartless zaminddrs must ulti- 


mately fall on their ryots and must make them the worge for it. Government 
ought, therefore, to decline to receive contributions from such persons, and. 
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to show them thereby that their merciless conduct towards their ryots is dis- 7 
A correspondent of the same of the 6th August observes that there are eee 
many native Justices of the Peace for the Presidency | Ce 
aot Bo tome, a there are sn for the Mofussil. In the i . | a 

make some /us of = place there is no good reason why some respectable . » Fae 
cote aon Lane + alc of the. Mofussil should seb receive at the a 
ee hands of Government the honour of the office of a ee 
Justice of the Peace when the same is liberally bestowed upon the people of Bombay. 
in, though there are in the Mofussil many European officers who are Justices ee 

of the Peace, the people derive little or no benefit from them in certain matters. a 
For instance, in the case of life-certificates, Government loans, wills, &c., it is aS 


required that these documents should be attested by- an officer ofa certain 


standing to make them admissible. The European Justices and the native a 
officers are not necessarily acquainted with the bulk of the people, and conse- a 
quently hesitate to attest such documents. In such cases people are obliged : ae 
to find out somebody who knows them as well as some Government officer to oe 
assure him that the transaction is a bond fide one. Much difficulty is experi- ao 
enced in finding out such mediators, who will not be required if some of the native s 
residents of the Mofussil are made Justices of the Peace. It is therefore hoped Be 
that Sir James Fergusson’s Government will bestow the honourable office on 2 
some of the respectable Mofussilites. gs 
The Akhbére Sowdagar (51) of the 6th August admits the necessity of an Be 
enactment to control the importation, possession and +e 

Criticises the Bill to regu- transport of petroleum and other oils of a like nature, a 
tate oes Petes, Ut observes that the Bill now lying before the local Be 
tdi bind Saar ofie of ae like Legislative Council is so very harsh as almost to eg 
nature. frustrate the good object in view. It requires the oils o 
to be divided into three classes, and so strong a ee 

eontrol is put upon them that the third or lowest class oil will probably be Bs 
‘not imported at all. There are many clauses of the Bill which create many a: 
hindrances and difficulties in the way of dealers in these oils. Every shop- & 
keeper will be compelled to keep only a small stock in his shop; but had the eae: 


great consumption been properly considered, it would have been seen that it a 
was not right to insist upon this condition. The Bill also requires that every - i 
dealer in these oils should obtain a license; but this will increase their price | 
and prevent their being hawked through the streets as is done at present. 
Many other difficulties have been also raised, which will only tend to check the 
trade. It is gratifying, therefore, that they have attracted the attention of the 


local Chamber of Commerce, which will, it is hoped, succeed in inducing Gov- 
erpment to remove them. : 


The Rdst Goftdér (52) of the Ist August describes the arrangements made a 


for the collection and distribution of the patriotic 


. Exhoristhe people of Bom- fund raised by several rajas and noblemen of Be a 
bay to contribute to the fund and the North-West Provinces for the relief of the Px 
for the relief of the. soldiers 


wounded and of the families 80ldiers wounded and of the families of those killed in : 7 

of those killed in the Afghin the Afghén war, and exhorts the people of Bombay to 2% 

war. | contribute to it largely. The Bombayites are ia 

reputed for their liberality, and they should not fail Se 

to call a public meeting to contribute to the charitable and patriotic fund. It 52 

will be well if the Honourable Mr. Gibbs is placed on the Committee for the oe 
management of the fund. ae 

The Loka Mitra (56) of the 1st August observes that of late instances of co” 

: _ Buropeans assaulting natives have increased, and the pee 

0 | oa 

ma Boss t of late in- yecent occurence of three or four such instances, viz. ts a 

: . peans assault- ; ’ ? a 

ing natives have increased, the murder of a policeman at Calcutta by a European 

_ eet sailor, the whipping of the Deputy Collector of a 

oe yderabad in Sind by a European, and the indecent attack made by a Euro- 3 
C4 NP 7—8 [oon 228) Ee a 
wares ae a. | | | | — + 42 yh 7 é : 


< 
: ~ 
‘ 


ave spread uneasiness among the native population. The decision passed in 
the fret case has. been received by the people with satisfaction as it was quite 
+, accordance with justice. In the third case, an attempt was made to hush it 
‘up, but the authorities concerned are said to be engaged in making a strict 
enquiry into it. But nothing further has been heard about the whipping of the 
Deputy Collector. ‘These instances prove that a large number of Europeans 
have Nasce self-conceited on account of their arrogance and _ recklessness. 
They believe that because the opposite party is a native they have a right to 
‘assault him, and there is no risk in making the assault, and this wrong belief 
leads them soon to forget themselves. They do not get due punishment for 
their reckless acts and are thereby encouraged to repeat them. Their country- 
men try every means in their power to protect them from receiving the deserved 
punishment ; but their self-conceit is injurious alike to the interests of the ralers 
and the ruled, and is likely to affect mutual esteem, and therefore ought to be 


removed. This can be done by inflicting due punishment on every European 
who commits an assault. 


The same observes that several instances have occurred of British Generals 


engaged in the Afghd4n war under-estimating the 

Makes + ecm “{ Bor the strength of the enemy and arraying a small force 
Spe of Kushkhi Nékhud. ®gainstan overwhelming number. In consequence of 
ee this mistake General Macpherson’s force in Kohistén, 

General Roberts’ at Sherpur, General Stewart’s army when confronted by the 
Ghd4zis, and General Jenkins’ men at Charasiab, were placed in great difficulties. 
But by good fortune and the grace of God they came out unscathed. General 
Burrows’ Brigade was unfortunate in not meeting with similar good fortune 
when labouring under like difficulties on account of the same mistake. It is 
true that the calculations of the British officers at Kandahdr were upset by the 
sudden mutiny and desertion of Sher Alli’s infantry ; but this does not palliate 
the mistake, which was pointed out before-hand from many quarters. This is 
the first defeat of British soldiers at the hands of an Afghdn General who was 
never expected to be able to inflict it. This unfortunate circumstance has 


raised fresh hindrances in carrying out the good intentions of the Ministry who | 


deserve great sympathy. | 
The same in alluding to General Burrows’ signal defeat at Kushkhi N&ékbad, 
observes that the news of this reverse is likely to 
PB ce A the reten- have a bad effect on the Afghdns, and to give rise to 
a third war with them. The British authorities have 
always represented that the Kanddhér side of the Afghan country is peaceful 
and safe, and have separated it from the rest of the kingdom and appointed 
a nominee of their own to rule it in order to keep it under their control. The 
late Ministry gave birth to this policy and the present has adhered to it; but 
sagacious politicians and public writers have prstioial that it is a bad policy 
which will produce evil results hereafter. This prediction has been partially 
substantiated by the reverse met with by General Burrows’ Brigade. The defeat 
of the British force may also be attributed to the defective military arrange- 
ment of leaving a small force at Kandéhdr. The reverse is to be greatly re- 
gretted, but the handful of British and native soldiers who fought at Kushkhi 


Naékhud deserve praise for the great valour-they showed in fighting with an 
overwhelming number of the enemy. 


The Samsher Bahadur (58) of the 23rd July, but received on the 31st, 


severely censures Lord Lyttoh for spending about 
Is o_ that England is twenty krors of rupees on the an war including 
int * i es say-ee the Kandahér railway. His Lordship first announced 


in war. that the war had cost three and a half krors only ; 
: but subsequently the amount increased to five krors 
and has gradually risen to twenty ! Even this amount cannot be said to 


be the total cost of the war, as hostilities still continue. Though the British 
Government are desirous of putting a stop to the war, yet there is great pro- 
bability of hostilities continuing and of the cost of the war increasing still. It 
Sere gratifying that the Secretary of State for India has announced that 
e 


othe eo of ” Ministry to make England pay . substantial share 


“ee iS nl ee 
Tao ee 


san on 8 native lady in a train somewhere between Alléhdbéd and Bombay, 


e - 
+ ee ee 


il e: > td = ‘oo 
s Se ee Se ue > aye 
he TR. a. ey as ’ * *. 
f “ © 
i gis og Be, % 2 * 4 “ 
* he. ta" _—* 


z 
@ & _ - es 
a * ** ; 


a * ar 
é ~ e | . ” “a , 
ay ts * 
, = - 
- ° - ~*~ . 
— ° = *. 
a” ms a q » ae = “ae a MS 
z = ~ os “ : @.. > 
, ‘ " : 
Ca . * 
b *~- é ; 
7 a * z . _ *: pe - “4 
. ae a - : - ~ ” v 
~~ - er 4 + : _ 
, — + + 


& " 


2 # ¢ Se = a FP 
+ <a tng nae ee 
* > 7 a 2 is 8 ra - 2 a, 
ae” - wy m 
yh Pe .o 
¥ ~ = > : q oF si , “t - 
Mi, rns he 3 gp " m~- ~ 
, » » # » . - : -- 
ly al . A en P 
a 5 ‘a “ "oe 
‘ : ee < : £ Z 
. 


Of Fy ee. = ~, 
. te : - we = ‘ . 
‘ sf Pe Sees 


S 
‘. af ; 
‘iy 4 : 
7 
‘2.85. 
os 5 aes 


= 


vr? 3 § am ” le aa 
. " x : tek te ea 
Y y > + . 4 ~ 7 # » * e \ Ky 7 
is + a ; = ; wa ee ee 
», ’ \, x ‘ % "4 podiertas 2 . < jong 
ae A ee ee om : ; 4.3) ae 
> a" ee oe ¥ . oh ge ‘e < oe, ee an 
P _ > ° And s Jo 2 » * a £ aid 
oe ‘ee -. owe oe x : ! j ‘ * $ é ts ee oe ee 
« - £ 2 . nie . im eo » Be ig en 
> “ : 4 Se et ee 
: . Fs 
oS» ete P ; ; < 295 =; : 
a ' F% ag 


advantageous to commence hostilities. But His Lordship imperi et SSS 
pe the good advice, and the results of his head-strong polie are that Yndin ee - 
has spent about twenty krors on the war, the Government have incurred the 
blame of breaking their promise and diverting the famine relief fund, and 
dissatisfaction has been created throughout the whole Indian Empire. But 
Lords Beaconsfield and Lytton have resigned their officesand the reinsof governs 
ment have passed into the hands of an experienced and prudent Ministry; anditis * ~~ 
therefore sanguinely that the war will soon end and the monthly cost . . ~ 
of ten lacs of rupees for the army in Afghdnistan will be incurred no more.  . 
Whether Abdul Rahman accepts the Amirship or not, it behoves the British 
Government to evacuate the country and to leave the Afghan chiefs to settle 
among themselves their respective claims to the throne. The railway to 
Kandéhér should be completed and an army should be stationed at that city. 
This arrangement will make all "og of the Afghén country accessible to the 
British at all times, and there will be no cause for anxiety as to who sits un the ae 
Afghan throne. | 3 7 


The same of the 30th July, in alluding to the reply given by Lord Hartington - = 
oe to the deputation of the natives of India now in ae 
Censures the Ministry for England which prayed for the immediate repeal of oa 

ee ee oe i the Vernacular Press Act and the Arms Act, observes 
ae ee tn of the that Mr. Gladstone himeelf raised loud complaints 
late administration. eet eae oppressive character of the Conservative 

ministration, and gave promises that on his ac- 
cession to office he would yep gg amal e pe ee er pemagegee He -. [8 
stanchly advocated the repeal of the Press Act, which is regarded as a stigma ao 
on the British probs ree a0 licy. He also promised to admit natives of a 
India to the Covenanted Civil Service of their country. These and other os 
promises on his part raised high hopes in the minds of the people of India, but ee 
it is feared that he will not fulfil his promises. The above-mentioned reply 
from the Secretary of State for India shows that the Liberals will follow in the ; 
footsteps of the Conservatives, and proves that the former made the promises — - ae 
simply to oust the latter and to get the administration of the country into their ea 
own hes (The Yajdién Parast (54) of the 1st August expresses somewhat a 
similar sentiments.) 


The Nit Prakdsh (62) of the 24th July, but received on the 31st, states —— 
that the River Watrak has encroached on the northern ae 
Requests Government to side of the town of Kaira and now threatens to make SS 
rotect the town of Kaira on encroachment on its fortification. Probably the 
the encroachment of the : ; : 7 
Wakesk vices. next flood in the river will do great damage to the 
works. The Peshw& Government built a century | 
and a half ago a dam of masonry work as a protection to the town. This has —— 
been destroyed through lapse of time and the town lies exposed to danger | ae 
from the floods in the river. For the last three or four years the people as well a 
as the Niti Prakdsh have been praying Government to build a dam, but it ai 
seems that no attention has been paid to their prayers. It is hoped that no <a 


further delay will occur in protecting the lives and property of the townsmen 
from this danger. | 


The Kdside Mumbai (65) of the 6th August observes that by carrying on = © 4 
Malet veeses Ga Cas the Afghén war for the last two years with the object = = = 
rent events in Afghénistan, Of subduing the refractory Afghdns, nothing has been = 
‘gained beyond enriching those people with Indian © = =) 

money. ‘Those fanatics are not awed by the presence of British troops, and ee 
while they receive presents from the British Government, soon re-appear as 
enemies. It however speaks highly of their valour that though there is no Amir 
at their head they have not lost their courage and are fighting against the 
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pointed out the inutility of declaring the Af, war, bu 


good adv: ed ; and it is now seen that though a 

of the country was conquered, a large number of the 

several were hung, yet they are not cowed down and still o 

with great vigour. After alluding to the late reverse suffered by General 
Burrows’ Brigade at Kushkhi Naékhud and to some other events, the Kasid warns 
the Afghans that they will not be able to withstand British arms and valour for 
a long time, and will only ruin themselves and their country by making a 
stand against them. 


The Broach Samdchdr (68) of the 29th July, but received on the 2nd 
August, is sorry that one of the High Court Judges 
“acts to the decision of has decided in the case of Motlibdi versus the “ Times 
the Bombay High Court in of India,” that Pdrsi widows are not Pardgnashins and 
Se ae eatin” tat Sould appear in court to give evidence. This deci- 
wit bir ma should appear 8100 may be in accordance with the law, but is agai 
in court to give evidence. _ - P&rsi public opinion. The rich Pérsi widows of 
‘ Bombay may go out for pleasure, but as a rule Pérsi 
widows not ee do not leave their houses during the day, but do not join even 
in marriage and other festivities in their own houses. In the above-mentioned 
ease Sir J ji Jijibh4i and Messrs. Soraébji Shdpurji Beng4h and Nawroji 
Fardunji stated the same thing, and yet the court has refused to respect the 
custom, In civil cases there ought to be no objection to taking the evidence of 
the widows through an agent appointed by the court. In conclusion, the 
Samachar exhorts the leaders of the Parsi community to protest against the 
court’s decision and to get it altered. 


* The Nydya Prakash (67) of the 26th July, but received on the 31st, 


observes that 1 document has been published with the 

Severely ensures Lord permission of the House of Commons, which shows 
~ a that in order to make the cost of the Afghin war 
OTe eS " “** appear less than what it actually was, Lord Lytton 


charged the expense of the telegraph at the front to the 


account of Indian Telegraphs, that of the transport train through the Panjaub to 

the Postal account, and that of the frontier railways to the Indian State Railways, 

The late Viceroy several times requested Lord Cranbrook to sanction the above 

— , but the latter rightly refused to comply. The conduct of Lord 
4ytton is howeyer no Jess than a breach of the public trust. 


Municipalities, 


The Arwnodaya (13) of the Ist August is sorry to learn that the Thina 

_. Mnunicipality is going to raise a loan for the purpose 
pality not becatins Manici- of erecting @ spacious and handsome building for the 
erecting a market-place, town market. In the first place it is not advisable to 
| | borrow and then to pay the interest from year to year, 


but if money is to be borrowed, why not spend it on water-works to get an 
additional supply of that necessary of life ? 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 30th July is dissatisfied with the management of 
the Dholk4 and Nasik municipalities and makes the 
following general suggestions :—1. In places where 
it is ible, the election of the non-official members 
should be entrusted to the citizens. 2. In places 
where that is not possible, the management of muni- 
cipal affairs should be placed in the hands of officers 


_ other than those belonging to the Revenue Depart- 
ment, because the latter are able to practice oppression in their capacity of 
magistrates which other officers cannot do. The | 


to assist the revenue officers in annoying the public. The case of the mdmlatdér 
of Nasik in hig capacity of chairman of the municipality is an instance to the 
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police also are always anxious — 
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He seems to have practised much oppression with the aid of the police 


‘ eompelling the venders of vegetables to Se these articles for sale in: a 
particular place only. Cannot the Deputy Educational Inspectors be appointed 
chairmen of the municipalities? These officers are educated men, have to 
travel about the district, and are ex-officio municipal members. If they are 
jnvested with some additional powers, they will be able to conduct the duties 
of the office in a satisfactory manner. 


-_gavocates municipal elee- The same in another article advocates munici- 
tion franchise for the city of pal election franchise for the city of Poona. 
Poona. | 
The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 1st August observes that the municipality 

of Surat has not done right in appointing two Parsi 
Disapproves of the appoint- pensioners of Government as municipal inspectors. 
ae ee ete ye Lhey areaged morethan 55 years each, and itisdoubtful 
Government a6 Sspoctors by whether they will be able to perform the laborious 
the Surat municipality. ag B é 

work of visiting the different toll-gates, and to keep 

an effectual check over the toll-collectors. Could not some of the other servants 
of the ro oe re have been promoted to these places? ‘T'o protect the 
municipality from loss through the dishonesty of the inspectors they should 
be made to give substantial security. The Mitra hopes that the above 
recommendation will be adopted if the arrangement for employing the 
pensioners has not been finally made. 


The Hitechchhu (47) of the 22nd July, but received on the 31st, observes 
' that the Collector of Ahmedabad has. resolved to 
Disapproves of erences employ as the Health Officer of that city a European 
eppointment of a European soentleman who has not passed any medical examina- 
Oren of Akmedated. tion, on a salary of 250 th, which is to 
Officer of Ahmedabad. ; ary Or rupees per monta, waicn 18 
. be inereased to rupees 300 hereafter. A native medi- 
cal practitioner quite eligible for the post might have been found even in the 
city itself; but his being a native has been it seems considered his disability, 
and there befhg no other post to which the European can be appointed, he has 
been quartered on this city. Even for the post of municipal inspector nobody 
in Ahmedabad was considered qualified and a stranger has been appointed to 
that place. Mr. Sheppard wished to appoint to the Secretaryship of the Nadidd 
municipality a person who was not a native of that town, but the Municipal 
Commissioners objected to the proposal and appointed one of the natives. 
There is no hope whatever of a similar praiseworthy step being taken by the 
wise Commissioners of Ahmedabad. 


Native States. 


A eorrespondent of the Native Opinion (4) of the 1st August writes in 
; eulogistic terms of the Kérbhari of the Sangli State, 
Wishes that the services Rdo Bahddur N. J. he ge and is sorry to hear 


Siac be a argm or te that he is to be transferred elsewhere. According to 
dispensed with. ™ the writer, that gentleman has made numerous reforms | 

: in the State of Sdngli during the last four years ; his 
removal therefore will be an irreparable loss to the State. It is therefore hoped 
that the Chief of Sangli will be induced to retain his services for a longer 


period. 


A correspondent of the Dnyén Prakdsh (5) of the 5th August, wating from 
Kolhdpur, expresses the deep sorrow felt by the le 
Highs mie health - “a of that town for the manner in which the Mahiréié is 
Kolh4pur. 3 prevented from visiting his native place. It appears 
. 7 that all his personal attendants have been removed 
and new ones substituted, so that he is in the midst of people who are utter 
strangers to him. His Highness the late Mahér4j4 Rajéram died in a strange 
lard and it seems as if his successor is to share the same fate. Anyhow it is a 
mournful fact that although Kolhdpur is a native State, it has had no native 
ruler for the last forty years nor does there appear any probability of its having 
any for a long time to come. 
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“the same says that there is a perfect mania raging in the minds of the 
| present administrators of Kolh4pur for spending all the 
ee thi a om public money in erecting costly buildings. Ten lacs 

ee Kolhieet of rupees are to be spent on the erection of a new 

: palace. As this sum will have to be raised on loan, the 
interest will amount to Rs. 40,000 annually. There is to be also a new hospital 
at an expense of two lacs. One building is in the course of erection for the 

Native General Library, which will cost about Rs. 25,000, and there is another 

for the Girls’ School. : 


The Dhdérwar Writta (25) is glad to hear that the Bombay Government has 

Is glad to hear that the take upon himself the responsibility of administering 

Chief of Sine iephes the affairs of his own State, and that the Chief has 
answered in the affirmative. 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 1st August gives the substance of two com- 
i eae eieebiliah genre from a nt On yp to ye veracity 
it cannot however vouch, an uests Government 
ee enquire into the we ar and ascertain the 
truth, as well as to adopt the necessary measures for their removal if they are 
substantiated. ‘The writer states that the Chief of Udepur is young me acts 
under the advice of his friend Mr. Shé4mald4s. A great deal of oppression is 
practised on the ryots. A duty of 63 per cent. is levied on imports and the 
R4j4 has opened banks and cloth-shops in hisown name. This has dissatisfied the 
traders of the State who have lost all their business. Bricklayers, carpenters, 
and other artizans are forced to work for the R4ja, and if any of them goes for 
other work he is beaten and taken away from it. Many of them have therefore 
left the State. Several clerks in the service of the State openly receive bribes. 
A new tax has been imposed on the agriculturists who have combined: not to 
pay it. They went in a body to the Raj4 and prayed exemption from the 
new tax, but their prayer was not granted. They then appealed to the Political 
Agent who told them that he would not interfere in the matter. They intend 
to go to Mount Abu to appeal to the higher authorities. All the farmers of 
Me have sworn not to cultivate their fields until the new tax is removed, 
and hence sowing operations are at a stand-still The grain dealers have in- 


creased the prices of food grains, and it is feared that there will be a famine 
this year in the State. : | 


The Hitechchhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 22nd July, but received on the 


3lst, observes that it was believed that the adminis- 
the improper con- tration which followed the deposition of Malhdérrdév 
Keg, OF the Naib Subbé of Gdekwdd would relieve the subjects of the Gdekwadi 
“a State from the oppression and misrule from which they 
| suffered during the short reign of that prince, but it 
seems that they have as yet received no such relief. The Hitechchhu has 
published at times instances of oppression and misrule, and the following is one 
more. One Néran Hirdchand, a Bania of Ahmedabad, was charged with some 
offence by his enemies in the court of the Second Class Macistrate of Dehegaum, 
Mr. Dhondu Rdmkrishna, but was released on bail. Thereupon the accused 
appealed to the Subhé of Kadi who cancelled the bail-bond. He then 
guve notice to the Magistrate to pay him compensation for causelessly and 
maliciously annoying him. The Ndib Subhé of Kadi has either at the insti- 
gation of Mr. Dhondu Raémkrishna or for some other reason, executed the bail- 
bond and recovered the penalty of five hundred rupees from the bail. If the 
above be true, the conduct of the Ndib Subh4 has been most improper, and 
ows that courts of justice in the State are a mere farce. In conclusion the 
Hitechchhu requests the authorities of the State to enquire into the matter and 
redress the grievance if it be real. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (47) of the 22nd July, but received on 

the 31st, states that the Thakor of Amliydra is said to 

a pagans _ the Thakor be ever confined to his zendénd and does not redress 
perly “chem ia eat ed the grievances of his subjects. The petitions submit- 
subjects. ted to him are disposed of without any regard to 
justice by his wife, and some of the dissatisfied 


asked the Chief of Sangh whether he is willing to 
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‘abdri caste and gave it to another 
and the poor woman has come to Sidra 


to appeal to the 
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’ Notes.—The varions notices have been collected under different heads, which are poeey in italics. 


: The names of News papers are printed in italics, and the of the Ne paper ii the list at the 
being te rrp ort is printed in brackets after the name. moennes af ine. Bs 


The proprietors of the Ne rs marked ® hav t a as iar oil - 
En these cases, an estimate hes beon made by th Reporte. informetion as to the number of capt 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 8th August, commenting on the situation 
ic bititatee in Afghdnistén, says: ‘‘ So far as troops are concern- 

Comments on the Afg ed there is not the slighest fear of another reverse. 
ae But the Government of India must now take every 
precaution to give the eommand of the entire Khandahfr field-force to -some 
eapable General. For, from the telegrams that have poured in from all quarters 
during the last week, there cannot now be two opinions as to the Kushk-i- 
Nékhud catastrophe being entirely brought about by bad Generalship. 
Whether that Generalship was directed by wire from Simla or Khandahér, we 
would not for the present inquire. There will be time enough by and by to 
find out who has erred and brought dishonor on British arms in the second 
Afghén campal But there is urgent need now of sagacious and capable 
Generals and a thoroughly trustworthy staff of intelligent officers. * * * 
The situation in Afghdnistén, then, is so far hopeful. . Barring untoward events, 
there is every probability that by the end of September we may fairly see all 
the country round Khandahér pacified ; and the eapital itself occupied perma- 
nently, we hope, by the British. Events march so rapidly, that it is impossible 
to say how far the calculations of to-day may be upset by the morrow. The 
political kaleidoscope is a ticklish one in reference to Afghanistén, owing to 
the many inherent elements of difficulties to be met with. Ifall should go 
well ; if the Ameer proves a strong and capable, and above all, faithfal ruler; 
if the diverse faetions are dismembered ; if the unruly tribes on the frontier 
are kept in eheck ; if the new frontier is determined on purely strategic points ; 
and if Khandahér is permanently oceupied with the railway completed up to 
that city, the futyre safety of India may be loaked upon with tolerable certainty. 
For all these reasons, ind in order to give India a long spell of peace and quiet, 
of flourishing commerce prosperous agriculture, we sincerely hope that the 


vigorous aetion now taken by the Government of Lord Ripon may be soon 
crowned with success.” 


The same, referring to the late case of murder at Calcutta, in which the 

- murderer, George Nairns, confessed that he was 

ap rertns e Nene heensing confused with drink when he committed the crime, 
peta siedd says that Government is guilty in licensing liquor- 
shops so freely and increasingly every year all over the country without running 
the least risk itself. It aseribes such crimes to ‘‘ the deliberate negligence of 


Government, without possible chance of loss or detriment to them, but with a 


full knowledge and consciousness that that negligence constantly does, and ever 


will to the end of time, cause criminality of the most hideous kind, suffering, 
death and misery.” 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 8th August, writing on the Afghdn re agg +8 

, We are not at all sanguine that even r the 

Pry mments on the Afgh&>  evacution of Cabul and th scaly retribution for Ayub 
ae Khdn’s treachery, a determinate solution of this long 
war will be drrived at, and that peace and tranquillity will reign in the country 
after these arrangements are once set on foot. We only express our sympathy 
with the present determination of Government, because it will free us from any 


further scathing pressure of the war expenses, which have already amounted to 


about 20 millions on account of Sir John Strachey’s financial falsehood and 
Juggleries and the Viceroy’s consummate untruthfulness. We only wish that our 

vernment will soon end this mischievous war, whatever may be the future 
‘results, and make a graceful retreat, leaving the rectification of the scientific 


rontier to Satan’s followers, and we are sure a great incubus of an oppressive 
and mischievous nature will have been lifted from our hearts.” 


The Indu Prakdésh (3) of the 9th August writes a long article. on the 
Complain duadia proposed introduction of the Contageous Diseases 
ct. , 


Diseases tageous Act in the Island of Bombay, and deprecates the 
__ measure on grounds similar to those adopted by the 
and noticed in previous summaries. 


other papers, 


4 


The same, commenting on the Afghan war expenditure, says : “‘ The increased 


expenditure, which the continuance of the war . 


Isgledtohearthat England = yenders n , makes the claim of India to relief 
will share with India the ¢ 4. British a 
seen of the Afghén war. m the British equer more and more pronounced, 
a A and we are satisfied that the British Parliament will 
do justice to our country, not solely on the ground of the weak and impoverished 
state of her finance, but on the principle of justice and fair-play. It is satis- 
factory to find that English public opinion heartily acquiesces in the view taken 
by the present Ministry.” 
The same says: ‘‘ What is this talk about the threat said to have been directed 
against the Chief of Vinchur for signing a recent 
Refers to the lett’ wf nt memorial of the Sérvajénik Sabha? Who could the 
= ag °" amiable official be that has sent this threat ? Surely 
it cannot have been the Government of Bombay or 
under its instruction. If the threat has been sent by some official on his 
own responsibility and to gratify his own caprices, the sooner he is punished 
the better for this piece of audacity and impertinence, which cannot harm him 
but the reputation of the Government, in whose name he may have played the 
dirty game of bullying a Native Chief for what no sensible man can complain 
of as Feloyal. The Uhief should certainly request Government to be saved 
from indignity on the part of the individaal official that may have thus trifled 
with him.” (The Suryodaya (6) of the 9th August and many other papers express 
somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 8th August, referring to the poverty of the 
| ryots, says: ‘‘ Those who reproach the ryots with 
mised = ee " improvident habits and with their consequent readi- 
as 1 ness to fall victims to money-lenders, whose slaves 
they become, will perhaps judge less harshly if they consider that a large 
portion of Ireland, a country subject for centuries to civilising influences, has 
no savings to fall back upon in time of scarcity, and is at present suffering 
from the scourge of famine, which can only be mitigated by contributions of 
food and money sent from other countries. Heavy taxes unmercifally levied 
by the lendierds and by the Government, whether the season is good or bad, 
are the chief reason of this misery in Ireland as well as in Indid, and the 
improvident habits of the people only the second. * * * We expect wonders from 
a correct system of universal primary education, of which the people not even of 
the smallest hamlet ought to be deprived. People will not only learn to till 
their fields better, to take care of their health, but also of their pockets. Instead 
of wasting sums of money upon mere tamdshds, they will invest them in Savings 
Banks, and learn to appreciate the substance of prosperity more than the shadow 
of it, to which they have been hitherto accustomed to sacrifice so mach.” (The 
Din Bandhu (33) of the 8th, the Shubha Suchak (17) of the 6th, and the Belgaum 
Samachdr (15) of the 9th August advocate the same measures.) 


The same deseribes the grievances of the people in connection with the Forest 
Sere Department. This Department is now become as op- 
hi plams of the Forest pressive as was the Jnéin Commission about thirty years 
ago. There was so much discontent then on account of 
the unjust and oppressive proceedings of that Commission, that the Government 
was constrained to abolish it ; but the Forest Departm2nt is now become a similar 
instrument of oppression and tyranny, and is calculated to produce such injurious 
effects on agriculture and the minor occupations of life that it deserves to share 
the fate of the Ingém Commission. It is much to be regretted that Government 
should be led astray by the tempting reports of certain forest officers, and 
should commit itself to a suicidal policy, which places at stake the best interests 
of the empire for the sake of a paltry immediate income. The subject of forest 
conservancy is not a new one. About thirty years ago Government appointed 
Dr. Gibson as Conservator of Forests for the purpose of inquiring into the 
vested interests and rights of the people in connection with the public forests. 
In those days the Forest Department was not an expensive one; but soon 
after some self-sufficient officer by his tempting reports induced Govern- 
ment to increase it to its present proportions. To this the idea of the pre- 
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5 


vention of drought by forest conservancy has been lately superadded. Bat 


even granting that that theory is correct, there is the immemorial and tradi- 
tional practice of the natives of this country of planting large groves of m 

trees and of preserving large trees by the road-side, near wells, and on the 
banks of rivers, as well as in the fields, which helps the cause of forest conser- 
vancy to as great an extent as can be desired. Mr. Caird of the Famine 
Commission, moreover, has expressed himself to the effect that there is already 
more than enough of land devoted to forests. If such is the case, where is the 
necessity of the new law? The misery and hardships it has brought home 
to the ryots are indescribable. 1.—Instead of considering themselves as repre- 
sentatives of the people, and feeling that the interests of the people are the interests 
of Government, the forest officers are unjustly encroaching on the vested rights 


of inimdérs, jah4girdérs, and other owners of landed property. 2.—Private 


lands are being merged in the public forests. 3.—The ryots cannot supply 
themselves with fire-wood free of charge as before ; it is, therefore, become very 
difficult for them to get it. 4.—Bhils, Kolis, Maéngs, Mahdrs, and other classes 
_ of people cannot earn their livelihood by selling firbwood from the public lands. 
5.—The rich and the poor suffer alike from the dearth of that article in villages, 
tuwns and cities. 6.—Poor people are precluded from subsisting on the wild 
produce of the jungle. 7.—They are also prevented from bringing into market 
medicinal barks and roots, which are now sold by auction. 8.—The income 
derived by Government from these sources is very small compared with the 
difficulties put in the way of the ryots. 9.— People cannot drive their cattle 
to graze in the public lands. 10.—When it was possible for the ryots to drive 
their cattle to graze in the public forests, they could afford to keep a large 
number of them almost without any expense, could get a large supply of eattle- 
manure and could sell the animals when their means were stinted. But now 
it is difficult for them to keep a sufficient number of oxen even for the purposes 
of ploughing. 11.—Those animals are thereby becoming more and more 
scarce and dear. 12.—Timber is become very dear. These are some of the 
evil consequences of the Forests Law, and it behoves the Government to 

itself against being misguided by the statements of self-interested officials, as it 
is not they but the Government who will have to suffer from those consequences. 
The severity of the law leads to thefts in the jungles. The subordinate 
officials apprehend poor persons on suspicion, and get them punished. The 
punishment too for such thefts is inordinately heavy. It is a matter worthy of 
minute enquiry as to how the watchman, who has to watch over an area of ten 
or twenty miles, is able to attend to his duties and to secure witnesses in each 
case, and how the guilt is proved. It is also believed that the m4mlatdérs and 
other magistrates are constrained to inflict punishment in all cases in connection 
with the Forest Department, otherwise it goes very hurd with them. It is also 
rumoured that the officers of the Revenue Department, whether highor low, suffer 
much annoyance at the hands of the forest officers. There was no hope of 
redress d the Government of Sir Richard Temple, but it now behoves their 
Excellencies Sir James Fergusson and Lord Ripon to devote their attention to 


such grievances, and to adopt measures for removing this dark stain from Her 
Majesty’s Government. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 9th August reports another case of attack 
ona young Parsi girl while travelling by rail. It 


Reports a new case of out- h 3i ladi h 
oe T pears that three Pérsi ladies sat together at 
a Bg git while Neemuch in a second class compartment of the mail 


train coming to Bombay. Two of them got out at the 
_ Chandni Station ; but the third, who was a girl of 14, remained in the same 
compartment, as she had to come down to Bombay. A few moments after the 
train had started, some guard came in, outraged her and did her considerable 
personal injury. On reaching Lalbég she got out, asked for some tea, and 
informed the Station Master of what had occurred. As there was no time, 
however, he telegraphed to the Railway authorities at Bhusdéval to make an 
inquiry when the train should reach that station. Nothing has yet transpired 
as regards the result of the inquiry. (This case is similarly reported by many. 


other papers, but they seem all of them to have copied it from some paper 


(Su Sin ?) published very likely at Barhanpur and not received by this office.) 
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The Subodha Patriké (12) of the 8th August says : “ Pray, may we inquire 


what has become of the contemplated appointment of 
dgeship of Thana ? 


flying about. Now, however, for a considerable time 
there has been a perfect lull in the matter so to , and it appears that Mr. 
Aston, who had been appointed to act as Joint Judge, and Bap leave before 
all these rumours began to fly about, has returned from his leave, and taken 
charge of the post. What does this indicate? Are we to understand that 
Government do not intend to appoint any native to the place, or that they 
cannot find a competent man for it? The latter alternative, we must say, we 
do entirely refuse to believe. There is one gentleman now in the service of 
Government in a high and responsible judicial post, whom all opinions worthy of 
respect point to as the man. We need not mention the name, but we think it 
is not too much to say that the whole of the native community will hail with 
delight that gentleman’s appointment, not merely as a well deserved recognition 
of his rare abilities, but also as indicating a genuine desire on the part of the 
Government to give a fair trial to the new scheme. We submit, there is very 
great ground for saying at present, that the appoimtments hitherto made are not 
indicative of any such desire. We have known thoughtfal men—some of them 
Europeans—who considered one of the appointments as indicative rather of a 
desire to bring the scheme into ridicule and contempt. It behoves the Govern- 
ment we think to see that nothing is done to give any room for such criticism 
of their views and intentions.” | 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 8th August comments on the alterations made 


Ps in the Cotton Frauds Act. by the of State 
ion Path heb” mw for India, and is of opinion that it should have been 


abolished altogether. ‘The sentiments are somewhat 
similar to those of the Khandesh Waibhaw (19), noticed in the weekly summary 
ending 31st of July. 


The same, commenting on the proposed Game Law, is of opinion that the 
, arguments brought forward in support of the measure 
a on the proposed sre utterly worthless, and that it will only serve to 
throw additional difficulties in the way of thousands 
of people, who subsist on the wild produce of the jungle and on wild animals 
and birds. There is no ground whatever for the notion that the number of 
birds is on the decrease in this country, but if the law is intended to afford 
greater facility to European shikaris to secure game, cannot that object be 
gained by preserving a certain portion of land in each Zilla as hunting-ground 
just as we have reserved forests? “Besides, if the Government is so very tender- 
meg in the case of wild beasts and birds, why is it - > in the ee of 
cattle, which are necessary for agricultural purposes, or w oes it not close 
slaughter-houses like the one at Van dren? (The Dnydn "Chakshu (9) of the 
1ith August expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Nydya Sindhu (16) of the 9th August 
wee Lord Stanley of supports Lord Stanley of Alderley’s proposal that 
should Yee Onort of Appeat there should be a Court of Appeal fur Indian griev- 
for Indian grievances. ances in India itself, and hopes that Mr. Gladstone’s 
Government will approve of it. 


The Kalpataru (18) of the 8th August, referring to the Agricultural Class 
which is about to be opened in connection with the 
i 1s of opinion that instruc- High School at Shol4pur, proposes that instruction 
oenner Cie ee in agriculture should be given in the Vernacalar, 
giventhrongh the Vernacular. #24 not in English as is contemplated. For 
| . this purpose it proposes that the masters of the 
Government schools at the Zilla station should be first trained in the new 
subject, and that they should be sent to the tdluka stations to instruct the 
téluka and village masters by rotation. In this way when the village school- 
masters are become acquainted with the subject, it will facilitate the instruction 
of the ryots in this necessary subject. 
3NP 14—8 [con 262] 
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The Shiwajt (27) of the 6th August expresses its dissatisfaction at the 


3 evasive answer given by Lord Hartington to the 
Comments on Lord Tiare, deputation of Indian gentlemen in connection with 
pork fos Ogg a the Vernacular Press Act and the Arms Act. If His 

Lordship was opposed to these Acts when he was not 
in power, what has made him change his opinions? How can he expect the 
authorities in India to consent to abolish the Acts passed by them? Besides, 


there is no knowing how the Press Act may be abused by tyrannical officers. 


The Vengurla Writta (31) of the 5th August 
heeeaihn: gemeenent : advocates a permanent settlement of land revenue for 
— er the Deccan for reasons mentioned by several other 


papers, and noticed in previous summaries. 


The A’rya Waria (32) of the 7th August expresses its deep sorrow for the 
i ae a late Kushk-1-Ndkhud disaster. This sentiment is 
ohh t Rikbod pode shared by almost all the other vernacular papers. 


The Poona Waibhaw (44) of the 10th August expresses its astonishment 

at the numerous cases of escape of convicts that 

Is astonished atthe numer- have occurred of late in the Poona jails, especially 

ous cases of the escape of the late escape of four prisoners from the city Faras- 
prisoners from the Poona 


jails khdna, which is so much shrouded with mystery as to 
demand a minute inquiry. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from a arle in the Ddpoli Taluka of 
_ the Ratndgiri Zilla complains of the delay in the dis- 
cing re hy dey — tribution of letters that takes place in that and the 
The tnishievarting eo neighbouring three villages on account of there being 
no delivery peon. The Post Master himself has to 

deliver the letters at the four villages, and is therefore unable to do it in time. 


The Gwardt Mitra (45) . the os —— ary sag a have 
ae issued an order that, out of the rupees tendered for 
oo ig be cdl ye = payment at the Surat treasury, be that are filed at 
cost of the person presenting the edges or are bored should be cut into pieces and 
them for payment at the returned to their owners. But the treasurer cuts and 
— ' yeturns even such rupees as are worn out from their 
being long in circulation. This conduct of his is objectionable, inasmuch as the 
Joss on account of a worn ouf rupee ought not to fall on a private individual who 
gets only twelve annas for the cut coin. It has made the people anxious 
about the coin they possess, and has induced them to buy currency notes in the 
bazar and to tender them for payment at the treasury. The consequence is that a 
Jarge number of these notes is collected in the treasury, and it has become 
difficult to get any in the bdzir. It behoves Government, therefore, to prohibit 
the destruction of worn out rupees at the cost of the persons tendering them, 
. but to receive them and get them melted at the Mint. 


The Surya Prakash (46) of the 7th August observes that the people of 


the Surat and the Broach Districts are so unfortunate 
Complains that the Sessions ag not to get expeditious justice in civil and criminal . 
frases and the civil and ¢ases, No Assistant Judge remains long at Surat, 
criminal a for the ‘ : : Pha a 
Surat and Broach Districts 924 this gives rise to the complaint. The two 
are decided very slowly. districts are very large, and there are consequently 
He cee so many Sessions cases and criminal appeals that the 
District Judge is occupied for the whole month ir nents the former only. 


The civil appeals are numerous, and hence how slow the dispensation of 


ustice by the District Judge alone must be can be better conceived than described. 
his complaint is one of old standing, and it is to be regretted that it has not 
yet received due attention from Government, After alluding to the petition 
made to Government by the people of Broach against the temporary arrangement 
to hold the Sessions Court for that district at Surat, the Surya Prakash hopes 
that Government will dissever the judicial connection of the two districts, and 
will give an appropriate judicial establishment to each, 


\ 


> 
e s 


The Bombay Samdchér (49) of the 12th August contains a communication 
7 to the effect that, for some time past the police officers 
,Oegacta fo i Erenanee te oe — it a seahasied ie ake @case in 
yo ee My which the acc is a en e police is 
cen bogs ol "y being heard in the peti any of thee’ wikigiaienken or 
_at the Sessions, one of them should be present to 
watch the case; that certain police officers make signs to tutored witnesses 
to suggest replies to questions put to them while under examination ; and 
that several innocent persons have suffered punishment from the police having 
concocted evidence against them. It seems that the presence of police officers 
in court impedes the proper dispensation of justice. It behoves Government 
therefore to prevent them from unnecessarily appearing in court under the 
circumstances mentioned above. 


So the road from 2re.not kept under proper supervision, and fritter away 


> ence their time. It behoves the Executive Engineer of 
moodabad to Kaira. ginee 
wr the district therefore to complete the repairs as soon 
as possible. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (49) of the 13th August observes that the arrange- 
ments recently made in regard to Cabul excite great 
that the public surprise. The Afghin war was undertaken and has 
ae been prosecuted with the sole object that Russia 
aaa the probable treachery Should not be able to exercise any influence on Afghén 
of Abdul Rahman. politics. There is no telling how long the protracted, 
| costly and destructive war will continue, and what 
will be its result; and yet the throne has been given to Abdul Rahman, who 
was a pensioner of the Russian Government for twelve long years, after his 
defeat at Ghuzni at the hands of Y4kub Khaén! It is true that Abdul has been 
able to re-gain his ancestral throne simply through the favour shown to him b 
the British Government. ‘hus he is under obligations to the English as ok 
as to the Russians. If he becomes ungrateful to the latter he may some day act 
similarly towards the former also. The moral of this is that he is not entitled 
to the confidence of the English, whether or not he becomes ungrateful to the 
Russians. Hence, it is not a little surprising that the throne of Cébul should 
have been given to him. He has also received a large amount of money and a 
large quantity of arms and ammunitions including the strong battery posted on 
the Bala Hissar. These concessions have been made to him at a time when the 
British army has been divided into columns, which have separated from each ~ 
other and have to pass through the midst of the Afghan tribes, on whose good 
will not only their safe passage but even the supply of their food depends. 
If Abdul Rahmén should change sides at this critical time, the British forces 
will suffer heavy losses. Of course the British Government must have 
duly considered all the above-mentioned points and provided against such 
contingencies ; but it is to be much regretted that the public have been kept in 
the dark in regard to the precautions taken against them. 


The same of the 14th August observes that as a recommendation was pee 

Pe from every quarter to Sir James Fergusson to re 
Rarriticises the new Forest the Forest Law introduced by Sir Richard Temple, 
— several persons hoped that His Excellency would do 
80; but in framing the new rules he has shown greater severity than his 
immediate predecessor in office. The Forest Law prohibits the cutting of wood 
without permission, but does not interfere with the conveyance of the wood 80 
cut, which may be taken to the place of destination by any road. The new 
rules on the other hand require that the wood shall be taken away by a parti- 
cular road under the supervision of Government officers ; and that persons who 
wish to carry it elsewhere, or from one village to another, shall take out a 
parwand to do so on payment of a certain fee. A person will be allowed once 
in every twenty-four hours to take away, without such parwdnd, such a load of 
fuel as he can carry on his head. Under these rules no person can send his 
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ov wnen ii p.cart from. ome, vitage to another without paying the fee for a 
coreded to do so. This adds to the already numerous inconveniences inflicted 
‘by the Forest Law. Will the framers and the enforcers of the law consider it 
complete, if they make an addition to it that nobody is to keep more than a 
certain quantity of wood in his house or to keep up the household fire longer 
than for a certain number of hours without first obtaming a parwdnd to do so? 
The Akhbdre Sowddgar (51) of the 9th August observes that though the 
blot of disloyalty thrown on the Indian people by the 
Wishes the repeal or ih, mutiny of 1857 has been completely washed away, 
Hamer rg ee Englishmen believe that some marks of it are 
rms ° ° ; 
still left, and consequently, some stringent laws were 
enacted by the Conservative Ministry. The Liberals condemned these laws when 
they were out of office, but now hesitate to repeal them. These unpleasant 
measures are made to depend for their existence on the decision of the Viceroy, 
who should therefore be prayed to repeal them soon. (The Deshi Mitra (57) 
of the 12th August condemns the hesitation shown by Mr. Gladstone to repeal 
the Vernacular Press Act, the Arms’ Act, and the License-tax, to re-impose the 
abolished import duties on cotton goods, to make England pay a portion of the 
Afghén war expenses, and to facilitate the admission of the natives to the 
Covenanted Civil Service of their country.) 


The same of the 11th August, in alluding to the telegram that the Secretary 
of State for India has refused to attach interest 

pg vom the refusal coupons to Indian transfer loans, observes that since 
of the of State for coupons have been attached to the new four and a 
regard to Indian transfer half per cent, loan, there is no good reason why a 


loans, similar convenience should not be made in regard to 
the older loans, as requested by the ing firms of 
this country. Nor has the Secretary given any reason for the re It will 


not be wrong to say that one of the causes of the new four and a half per cent. 
fetching a higher premium than was expected, was the issue of the coupons and 
the creation of the same convenience in regard to older loans will attract to them 
more public attention and raise their price. This result will be beneficial to 
Government as well as to the people. It behoyes the Secretary of State therefore 
to re-consider the prayer of the bankers. 


The Yajdén Parast (54) of the 8th A 
Exhorts the people of this exhorts the people of Bombay to contribute liberally 
eo © to the fund started in Bengal to give aid to the soldiers 
a started 9 Sounded and the families of those killed in the 
: Afghan war. 


The same, in noticing the Bill to regulate the importation, prea ond 
Cond the Bill to ‘ansport of petroleum and other oils of a like nature, 
regulate the importation, condemns it for reasons similar to those given by 
possession and transport of the Akhbdre Sowddgar (51) of the 6th instant, and 
etroleum and other oils ofa noticed at some length in the summary for the week 
me Beare. ending 7th August, 


The Loka Mitra (56) of the 8th August observes that the success of Ayub 
Khén over General Burrows’ brigade at Kushk-i- 

Observes that Abdul Ndkhud has produced on the Cébulis the very effect 
aes mee a Ld be which it was feared would be produced, and it seems 
Afghanistén. probable that the strong party of Mahomed Jan will 
i | join Ayub, If Abdul Rahman remains loyal to the 
British Government, there is nothing to fear from any other Afgh4n Sardérs. 
But his actions do not appear to be satisfactory. News has been received this 
week that he has grown suspicious of the British Government. Notwithstand- 
ing the success gained by Ayub at Kushk-i-Nd&khud, Government did not delay 
mm placing Abdul on the throne; and last Monday a Darbér was to be held at 
Cébul for performing the ceremony of enthronement, which however did not 
take orgs as he refused to come to it.- The reason he gave for the refusal was 
that he himself was willing to come, but his Sarddrs were unwilling that he 


should do so, This excuse Jooks childish at first sight; but ought to be taken 
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an indication of the crafty disposition of the Afghins. Government have 
aaaa Abdul Rahmén the Amir of Afghdnistén not only without the least 
advantage to themselves, but after giving him pecuniary and other assistance ; 
and yet he has no faith in their honesty. When he shows such want of confi- 
dence, why should the British Government place any confidence in him? 
Even if the statement of Abdul be accepted as true, he cannot be of any use to 
Government since he is solely guided by his Sardérs. He will never caré for 
British interests. If Government have made him the Amir simply to enable 
themselves to evacuate C4bul, it is well; but if it is desired he should 
preserve peace in the country and on the frontier, he will not be able to fulfil 
the expectation. After General Roberts leaves Cabul for Khandahér, the 
remaining army at the former place will also leave for India; but one cannot 
say what the condition of Cébul will then be. If Abdul has secured the aid of 
Mahomed Jan and other Sardirs, there will be nothing amiss; but if he has 
failed to do this, there will be an immediate revolt against his authority.. The 
army which is on its way back to India will also very likely meet with opposi- 
tion from the tribes on the way, since they are said to have already risen. On 
the whole, Afghan affairs appear to have assumed a fearful aspect at the present 


moment. 


The Samsher Béhddur (58) of the 6th August is afraid that Abdul Rahmén, 
ma ia — ord Pew of Cébul, = not remain loyal to the 
my British Government very long. He was a pensioner 
rome i i ™ of the Russian “alee! May fifteen aie and is 
| under deep obligations to it, and cannot be expected 
to be loyal to the British. If Yaékub Khan has been deposed for complicity in 
the murder of the British Envoy and his suite, the nght to the throne belongs to 
his son Musé Khén. Why has he not beenenthroned? If Government believe 
that his party is weak and that of Abdul Rahmén is strong, that belief is a 
mistaken one. Until the Afghdén question is decided in accordance with the 
wishes of the people, peace will not reign in that country. 


The Kdside Mumba: (65) of the 9th August, in alluding to the statement 
made by the Standard that the Pek Islém newspaper 
Defends the Pek Islam of Constantinople, printed in the Turkish and Urdu 
he of Constantinople languages, is published with the object that the Sultén 
st it by the Standard’ Of Turkey should be ized as the Khalifi 
against it by the Standard. or lurkey sho recogn as tne not 
only of India, but also of all Mahomedans, observes 
that since the first appearance of that paper, several European powers and news- 
paper writers look upon it with suspicion without due cause. Several issues of that 
paper have been seen by the Kdsid, but nothing against the British Government 
was found in any of them. In one of its numbers, it recommended that the 
Sultén should be considered a Khalifé. But all Musalmans already recognize him 
as such, because he is the guardian of all the sacred places of Islamism ; and 
that was the very reason which induced the Mahomedans to raise subscriptions 
in connection with the late Russo-Turkish war. The Kédsid then quotes some 
extracts from the Standard and the reply given to-them by the Jaridé Rajgdr 
newspaper, and observes that the Pek Isldém is published to give replies to 
European papers which make false attacks upon, and raise false complaints 
against, the Turkish Empire with the object of accomplishing its ru. The 
Kdsid also gives the substance of the sentiments expressed by the Pek Isldm, as 
to the Sultan being held in great reverence by Mahomedans in general. 


The same observes that the latest telegrams announce that the Afghaén 
one tribes have risen against the British forces on every 
the safety of oe agg for side. General Phayre from one side and General 
ae Roberts from the other are marching with large 
armies to punish Ayub Khin. No intelligence has been received of the present 
condition of Khandahér nor about the doings of Ayub, the latest telegram merely 
stating that he is gone in the direction of Kokeran. But this news is given 
out to show that he is imprudent and makes slow progress, and to assure the — 
ple that he has not invested Khandahér and is not bent upon more mischief. 
The British force at C4bul is reparing to leave that city, and itis said that 
it will be able to relieve Khandahér. But nothing is known as to General 
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Primrose’s safety, and it cannot be conceived how an army which will be 
fatigued by its long and rapid marches will be able to defeat the select army 
of Ayub Khién, which is intoxicated with its recent success, and to effect the | 
release of Khandahér. When it is remembered that the Giljhdis, the Pathdns 
and other Afghd4n tribes have formed a union, and that they will probably attack 

Generals Roberts and Phayre, and will impede their progress, it cannot but be 
believed that'Ayub’s strong army will defeat the frightened Khandahdr force: 
Howsoever assuring be the rumours, there is no doubt that much carnage will 
be caused and great loss inflicted. The strength of General Primrose’s force is 
small compared with the large army of Ayub, and the public are therefore 
anxious to know the actual condition of the invested city. Splendid descriptions 
are given of the armies marching for its relief, and great hopes are entértained 
about them ; but no conjecture can be made as to how the invested city will 
be able to defend itself against Ayub’s attacks. On their way to Khandahér the 
relieving forces will have to cross rivers, will find a difficulty in getting provi- 
sions, and will have to withstand the intermittent attacks of the Afghan tribes ; 
and all these considerations raise great fears about the safety of the invested 
city. 


The Gujardti (77) of the 8th August, in a leader headed “ Our Chit Chat 
Club,” gives the conversation which took place at a 

_ _ Makes strong criticism on meeting of the Club on the policy of the Government. 
the rey of he, Sahore ws The following are some of the noticeable observations 
i rote “ made by the members :—Katanl4l observes that he 
already predicted at a former meeting that the 

Native Press expected great benefits from the Liberal administration, but were 
sure to be disappointed. Pirozsh4 supports the above observation, and remarks 
that the English will ever utter sweet words, but will neyer confer any benefits 
on the people of India. Shdmrdw says that when the Liberals were out of office 
they made large promises, but it was only an expedient to get into office. Mr. 
Gladstone vehemently denounced the Vernacular Press Act, but now he supports 
it. Jt is a great shame that Lord Hartington should have refused the prayer 
of the deputation of the natives of India now in England. It is probable that 
Lord Ripon will never plainly express his opinion about the Press Act; but is 
the Secretary of State for India bound to abide by his decision? Perozshd 
interposes that Lord Hartington and his partizans played the game simply to 
cheat the people, and that they never seriously intended to fulfil their promises, 
The party out of office opposes the measures of its political antagonists, but 
follows in their footsteps when it comes to power. Ratanldé] adds that the - 
Liberals do not confer any benefits on India, because they have no desire to do 
so. Shamraw observes that the discussions held in England on Indian affairs 
are quite useless. Lord Hartington may ask why Lord Ripon has refused to 
give his consent to repeal the Vernacular Press Act, why he has not consented 
to annul the Arms’ Act, and how he intends to settle the Civil Service question? 
But it is all humbug, dissimulation and deceit—they have no sympathy for 
India. The Liberals are more deceitful than the Conservatives. The latter 
perform their acts in a straightforward way ; the former give promises and then 
turn round. Both the parties are however of the same stamp. They are 
Britons—not Indians. They have therefore no sympathy for India, and are 
ever prepared to secure their own country’s interests. Verily they will do 
nothing. The people of India are fools, knowing the consequences, to make 
frequent demands for the concession of new rights, They should remember 
that they will never secure their rights by means of petitions. It is quite 
certain that those rights cannot be secured without physical strength. Allibdébd 
observes that gunpowder will enable them to get all their privileges. Perozsh4 
replies to the last speaker that he is wrong. The A’ryas are given to contem- 


plation and the achievement of superhuman powers by a practice of religious 
_ Susterities. It has been their habit from of old to endure their sufferings 
without grumbling. But when those sufferings become too many to bear, 
their superhuman power, which has been® acquired by them by means of 
religious austerities, manifests itself and puts down the evil howsoever great. 
Natives should not care for what the Liberals do. It is well known that they 
Will do no good, but itis a great shame that they make promises and then 


12 
break thom. Mitra asks the meeting to come to a conclusion as to what 


they think the Liberals will do for India. Sh4mrév replies that in his opinion 
the Liberals and the Conservatives in England fight with each other on Indian 
questions only as amanceuvre, They pp forage England by these means, but 
will do no good to India. Neither the Li nor the Conservatives will ever 
benefit her. She will not get her rights and will have always to mourn for their 
loss. She will be ruined under the administration of the one as well as the 
other. Neither of them is her benefactor. Pirozshd4 seconds Shimrdv and asks 
the meeting to break up, and it accordingly disperses. 


The Kushful Akhbédr (79) of the 12th August, quotes an article from 
a paper called the Samdchdr, and says that it is 
the translation of an English article from the Daily 
Telegraph orsomeother Englishnewspaper. Itdiscusses 
the question of the Greek frontier and the decision of 
the Berlin Conference. It is said that most of the 
great powers of Europe will join together to compel 
Turkey to abide by the decision of the Conference. 
But Germany and Austria are not likely to join the other powers against 
Turkey ; and * if the British Government make any move in that direction 
and join the other powers, the Mussulmans of India, being dissatisfied with the 
British, will turn round, and the Russians will probably jom Turkey and excite 
the Mussalmans of other countries to rise.” 
Municipaliives. 
The Bombay Samachar (49) of the 11th August contains a communication, 
me nae the writer of age prone Ro “y call made by Gov- 
ves reasons for ‘me re- ernment on the Municipality of Bombay to a 
pangs Pol. J Bomiey. moiety of the expenses of working the " Oalsalen 
| Diseases Act,. and observes that venereal diseases. 
are, in the opinion of renowned medical practitioners, hard to get rid of and 
_Femain for life when once contracted. ‘They are hereditary and ap even 
to the fourth generation of the person attacked. They also hasten death, and 
some Insurance Companies refuse to insure the lives of persons who suffer from 
them, while other Companies demand a high rate of premjum. They moreover 
make female patients liable to frequent miscarriages. The above-mentioned 
and other fearful results of these diseases may be proved by statistics. The 
Contagious Diseases Act will be beneficial not only to soldiers and sailors but 
also to the civil population. Though the members of the Corporation may be 
divided as to the payment of the cost of working the Act, they are unanimous 
as to the desirability of applying the Act to the city. The Town Council 
admitted the necessity of the application so far back as 1877; and Government 
intend to adopt the recommendations made by the Select Committee of the 
Council for the working of the Act. Every precaution will be taken not 
to hurt the feelings of the natives, and to prevent the persons entrusted 
to carry it out from misusing their authority. Some persons recommend 
that the working of the Act should be made self-supporting ; but this will 
not be done unti} the authorities are quite certain of the benefits expected to 
follow from it, ‘The Municipal Act requires the Corporation to attend carefully 
to the health of the city, and that body concerns itself much jn preventing 
cholera, small-pox and fever epidemics. It ought not therefore to hesitate to 
pay a sete of the cost of working the Contagious Diseases Act. Some persons 
observe that prostitutes should not be compelled to register their names, as that 
would amount to recognizing their immoral profession, and that it should be left 
to them to visit the hospitals if they like to do so. But the experience of other 
cities and towns proves that half measures like the above will never succeed, 
and that the Act is indispensable to check the diseases successfully. The autho- 
rities are of opinion that the diseases are spreading rapidly among the people, 
and that they therefore need an early check. 
A correspondent of the Rast Goftdr (52) of the 8th August observes that 
Sidi oe the Tulsi lake is situated on higher ground than the 
soon pets a lake Vehdr lake, and the springs of the former must run 
into the latter, From the Vehdr lake a small river 
GuP14—8 [con 262} 
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runs out, which gga water to the mills and the fields in Sd4shti. The result 
of this is that as the quantity of water in the Vehér lessens the Tulsi springs 
empty themselves into it until the latter lake itself is emptied. It behoves the 
Municipal authorities therefore to repair first the Vehar so as fo allow no water 
to run out of it before they repair the Tulsi lake. 7 


Railways. 


The Mahdrdshtra Mitra (7) of the 5th August advocates the construction of a 

_  Yailroad from Hubli to Poona vid Dhérwér, Belgaum, 

agi pigs tg T4sgaum, Kolhdpar and Sétéra. The sentiments are 
Pat cid somewhat similar to those of the Dnyan Sdgar (29), 


noticed in the weekly summary ending 24th July. © 


Native Siates. 


The Dnydnodaya (10) of the 12th August understands that the authorities 
at Indore lately punished with imprisonment for 200 

_ Complains of the conduct days a pupil of the Rev. R. M. O’Neil, for his having 
of the Indore authorities. = soid Christian books in the market-place of that city. 
This may have been done in imitation of the Cantonment Magistrate of 
Bangalore, but it is exactly like the zulum of the Moguls. It is not proper that 


such zulum should be practised by the wise ruler of the State, His Highness 
Tukojirav. | 


The Hitechechhu (22) of the 8th August is sorry to hear that His Highness 

___ the Mah&r4jé of Kolhapur is placed in Poona under 

Pca os Soo ee the ianship of Professor Cox, who is an entire - 

See. arsis of stranger to him, that heh thizers or friend 

Kolhépur. ger m, that he has no sympathizers or friends 

with him, that he is guarded by British soldiers, and 

that no one has access tohim. It would have been better if Mr. Hammick had 

been chogen instead of Professor Cox, as that gentleman has His Highness’ 

entire confidence. Cannot His Highness’ mother be allowed to live with him 

in order to look after his health? The minds of the people of Kalddgi are 

sorely perplexed as to the intentions of Government with regard to His 

Highness. It is therefore to be hoped that the Bombay Government or the 
Government of India will direct their serious attention to this subject. 


The Shiwd;t (27) of the 6th August alludes to the health of His Highness 

a | the Mahdrdj4 of Kolhapur now residing in Poona, and 

sey yy: Fag trer. advises the Government to adopt the suggestion made 

Mahéraié of a by the Dnydn Sdgar (29) noticed in the weekly 

is pur . 

; summary ending 31st July. The Kolhépur dynasty 

is dear to all the inhabitants of Mahérdshtra, and it is therefore to be hoped 

that no unpleasant associations are attached tothe treatment of His Highness, 
especially when the unhappy fate of his predecessor is remembered. 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 8th August states that the village of 
Datrdéna of the Jundgad State is under the manage- 
: conte the Divén of ment of Mr. Ismdlbhdi, and his servants are said to 
compat ; oe = give so much annoyance to the villagers as to have 
Datrina. People of induced them to send a petition to the Divdn, 
| ' praying him to remove the village from his man 

ment, and representing that if this be not done, some persons will lose their 
ves. The Jundgad correspondent states that the reason of their making the 
petition is that some servants of the Manager make indecent attacks on the 
women of the village, and commit’ other wilful acts. If this representation be 
true, the Divén ought to take away the management of the village from Mr. 
Ismélbh4i at once, and entrust it to somebody else. If he fails to do this, and 
evil consequences arise hereafter such as those hinted at by the villagers, he will 
be responsible for them, ? | 
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The same states that one Wishwandth, who was in the employment of 
a the Navénagar State, was dismissed from service for 
writing against the management of the State to 
the Hitechchhu newspaper of Ahmedéb4d. After his 
dismissal a strong article making reflections on the 
Darbér appeared, whereupon he was apprehended on 
| suspicion of his being the author of it. After one 
day’s imprisonment he was made to give security for one thousand koris that 
he fers not remain any more in any part of the State. The punishment of 
banishment is apparently very severe, and he is sure to get justice if he appeals 
to the Government of India. 


The same states that of late robberies are frequent in the village of 

; .. Gabheni in the Gdekwddi territory. The robbers 
Complains that robberies s . 

are become frequent in the YFecently made their appearance in two places, but 

of Gabheni in the succeeded in one only. It behoves the authorities of 

Naveéri Mahal of the Gaek- ¢),¢ Navséri Mahal to find out the culprits and to try 


wie State. to prevent the perpetration of any more robberies, 


The Hitechchhu (47) of Ahmedébéd of the 12th August states that 
Aske the Divin of Baroda ‘<#lyanrayji Mahérdj of Srijidwar filed in the court of 
to enquire as to how the the City Judge of Baroda, a suit for Rs. 25,64,000 
recovery of the stamp ex- against Lakshimiji Mahdrdj ofGowardhanndth’s Mandir, 
penses ina certain case willbe or temple in Baroda, but tho claim has been non-suited. 
made. The plaintiff resides in a foreign territory, and yet 
no precautions were taken for the recovery of the costs of the suit. e 
e on account of stamp-paper alone amount to rupees one lac and twenty- 
five thousand ! How will the Gdekwddi authorities now recover them? It is 
hoped that Sir T. Madhav Rav will enquire into this matter, and publish the 
result of his enquiries. 


D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
- Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
17th August 1880. 
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ing on military reforms, 
of retaining the present numeri- 
gth of British troops in India, but asks the 
- question ‘* Whether the cost of maintaining such an 
army on the present scale of pay and ration isnot ruinous? Whether it is not 
the anomalous expenditure of maintaining a soldier at something like the appall- 
ing figure of £90 or £100 per annum that absorbs so much of Indian revenue ? 
The pertinent question has over and over again been asked, how is it that a 
European soldier who cost India £36 or thereabouts in 1856, or two years 
before India passed from the hands of the East India Company to the Crown, 
now costs as much as £100 or almost three times as much? Admitting that the 
cost of feeding, &c., has increased during the interval, is it fair, even then, that 
the European soldier should cost so much? Compared with the statistics of 
armies on the European continent, it will be found that the ratio is something 
like 5 to 1 on an average. The cost of maintaining a soldier in the German 
army does not go, we believe, beyond £20. This is the figure, but we speak 
under eorrection. Here, then, is the pruning knife absolutely necessary. 
Surely, we do not want our soldiers to be pampered in luxury. By all means, 
seeviie all the necessaries and even some of the luxuries for which humanit 
generally hankers. We by no means wish to see the brave British soldier ill 
clad ed, ill fed; but people suspect that he is overfed, if not overdressed. We 
ean well understand the anxiety of the Government to nurse this soldier and 
humourhim. Recruits are not to be had so easily as before. Other occupations 
of life are better remunerated and attendant with fewer dangers. The market 
for recruits being thus limited, it becomes a necessity for the State to offer 
additional inducements in the shape of bounty, pay and ration. Here is the 
secret of the abnormal cost. But even after taking into consideration the more 
liberal inducements now granted, there is we believe enough of extravagance. 
Commissariat expenses in India are, as a rule, crushing, and we believe that for 
every rupee that the Governnient pays to the contractor, it only gets back an 
equivalent of half the value, We also believe that compared with the scanty 
food rations supplied tv the native army, the British soldier is most luxuriously 
maintained. Both are subject to the same discipline; and it is a question 
whether the white should be brought up so as to become in time of peace some- 
thing like a fat eapon. We are humbly of opinion that the European soldier 
can be maintained in a state of excellent efficiency at the rate of £50 or £55 at 
the most, by a system of wise economy. The saving in the cost alone would 
give India something like three krores of rupees. Next, in point of details, is 
the question of transports. The embarkation and debarkation of British troops 
alone eost over a million sterling. Itisa question whether there is wisdom in 
_ ¥wporting and exporting troops every year,” 
The same says; ‘‘The St. Petersburg press is elamouring for Bussia’s 
| right to co-operate with England regarding the 
Is of opinion that Rassia settlement of the Afghdn difficulty; and we are of 
pampye taken = aiehin opinion that such co-operation would be about the 
diffcalty. ung best plan, With Russia we can come to some intelli- 
gible joint engagements; and we can find means, both 
by our ships and our troops, to keep her to her terms by pressure exerted in 
Europe itself. We think, therefore, that the only prospect of arriving at some 
salisiactory settlement of the existing chaotic state of affairs in Afghgnistdn, 
which would promise a chance of permanence, lies in our taking Russia into 
consultation and partnership in the business, in an avowed and intelligible 
manner ; for, we may depend upon it, that unless we do so, she will persevere 


in her clandestine interference, which will altogether preclyde our ever settling - 


the difficulty single-handed.” 


- 


Fhe Deccan Star (2) of the 15th August considers the conduct of Govern- 
ment highly culpable in taking the Deccan Sirddrs to 

agaist the conduct task for having joined the Poona Sérwajanik Sabha. 
‘* Such a direct want of confidence in the integrity of 
its independent Chiefs, was neyer expected to be 


vith the Sirwajanik Sabhé.. 
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manifested. In the first place, so long as the Sabhé has not been proved to be 
3 body of a dangerous or seditious kind, there is not the slightest reason for 
Government to ask the Chiefs why they have joined it and become its support-~ 
ers. All rulers, whether great or , have the good of their people at heart ; 
and if they happily find that an able body of a perfectly indelible character 
has undertaken to put the just grievances and requirements of the people 
directly before Government, what can be more welcome to them than to accept 
the membership of such a body ? Secondly, if there was anything disagreeable 
in the Sabha’s conduct, it was the duty of Aakash to warn its feudatories 
long before this time not to join it, instead of sleeping quietly over the matter 
for full ten years, and acknowledging the Sabha’s services on several momentous 
occasions, and then becoming suddenly wide awake and remembering its own long 
forgotten. duty. To say that this was owing to mere oversight would be alto- 
fi futile ; for, what sane man will believe that Government would not have 
availed itself of such brilliant opportunities to pounce upon its poor victims, 
the independent Chiefs, for joining unfair leagues? The very fact of the thing 
being unquestionably allowed to go on, is an overwhelming argument to prove 
that it is highly reprehensible on the part of Government to have taken this 
most mischievous oy a step clearly indicative of an utter want of confidence 
in the much-vaunted loyalty of its native subjects and princes. We did not 
witness this even in the iron régime of Sir Richard Temple, much less did we 
expect it during the administration of one, who was just out here from England. 
We have no words to characterise in appropriate terms this utterly culpable 
action of Government, obtrusive in principle and mischievous in effect.” 


The Indu Prakdsh(8) of the 16th a in along article on the koa ca 

mentions the following consequences resulting from 
_Commenta cn the Atghim it:—1. The faithful ally of the British, Amir Sher 

Ali, is no more. 2. A feeling of permanent hosti- 
lity towards the British has been created in the minds of the Afghans. 
3. The idea of a#* scientific frontier” to keep off Russian influence from 
Afghaénistén has been abandoned. 4. An acknowledged protégé of the Russian 
Government is seated on the throne of Cébul. 5. To secure these objects 
Indian money has been squandered in the most reckless manner. 


The same complains nl the new rules of forest conservancy, and says that 
they surpass the old rules in severity. It is difficult 
of Pas cst assed rules to say what will become of the ryots, if Government 
continues to enact severe laws in connection with the 

salt they eat, and the firewood wherewith they have to cook their food. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 15th August expresses its entire approval 
Makes remarks in connec. 0! the memorial of the Indian Association of Calcutta, 
tion with the memorial of praying His Excellency the Viceroy to abolish the 
the Indian Association of Vernacular Press Act and to extend the operation of 
— bage aig of the License-tax to the official and professional 
aed the Loe foe classes. It also hopes that the Bombay Association, 
: the Poona Sarwajanik Sabha, and other Associations 
will do their duty on this important occasion. It is necessary that Lord Ripon 
and the British Parliament should be once more informed of the wishes of the 
people. It is the duty of the subjects to inform the Government of their 
grievances, and that of the latter to listen to und redress them. Let the natives 
therefore do their duty, and it is to be hoped that Her Majesty’s Government 
will not be behind in attending to theirs. - 


The same, commenting on the new rules of forest conservancy, says that 
Ciiiiltdies itt nats ates OR the Bombay Gazetie is afraid that they are 
of forest duinuevancy. . calculated to obstruct traffic in wood. That even that 
paper should be. opposed to the new rules, may be 
taken as a fair index of their oppressive character. Natives entertained high 
hopes that Sir James Fergusson would mitigate the crying evil of the Forest 
Law, but there is every likelihood of the new Governor only serving to re-call 
the memory of the old. It is truly painful that the Government should increase 
the severity of a law which is already complained of as being too severe. It 
*ppears as if Government is become a kind of weather-cock which is moved by the 
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People are already becoming thin and si on account of 
the dearth of such a necessary of life as salt; and if they should be unable to get 
firewood, they will have to eat uncooked food, and the rate of mortality will 
undoubtedly increase. | 


The same, referring to the meeting which is to be held in Bombay under 
the auspices of His Excellency the Governor, says that 


“ 08 9 of official opinion. It is difficult to conceive how the public grievances 
ny be redres 


Makes remarks in con- <«sypporting the. families of those who are wounded 
ae the Mibtary ond killed in war from charitable funds is a sentiment 


| entirely European. The native sentiment on the 
point is, that it is the Government that should support such helpless families 
from its own funds. To appeal to the public for such a purpose isa dishonour 
in the native eye.” | ) 


A correspondent of the same says that there are 104 villages in the Man- 
i gaum Tdluka of the KolAbé Zill4, the inhabitants of 
Describes the oe of which live chiefly by agriculture. Their means of 
A x NR a ~~ livelihood are therefore very precarious and uncertain, 
and depend upon the fall of rain at the proper season. 
The scanty fall of rain in 1&79-80 has had an injurious effect on the crops; 
nevertheless people have managed to pull on as best they could up to this time. 
But it is difficult to describe their suffering during the last fortnight. Everybody 
is filled with the deepest anxiety about the future. The supply of corn in the 
district is almost consumed. Some grain-dealers of Goregaum had in stock about 
400 khandis of old and rotten rice unfit even for beasts, which however was 
eagerly bought up at Rs. 30 per khandi. This will convey an idea of the 
gravity of the situation. It is therefore hoped that Government will be pleased 
to help the ryots from the Famine Insurance Fund in this hour of need. 


Another correspondent of the same, writing from Kumtéin the Kanara 
Zill4, complains of the oppressive manner in which 

Complains of the unjust the license-tax is levied in that district. The 
manner m wien the Heense- authorities there seem tu be in the habit of fixing the 
Zils. amount of the tax in each case without any regard to 
the means of the tax-payer. It is true that the figures 

do no harm on paper, but the consequences of this illegal proceeding are most 
serious. Although the tax is not intended to be levied on zamindars, the 
authorities of Kinara have been doing so for the last two years in the case of 
those petty land-holders, whose income is below Rs. 100 per.annum, and who 
eke out their slender resources by doing a little business. It may perhaps be 
asked why people do not appeal to the zill4 authorities. But it should be 
remembered that poor people cannot afford to undergo the expense which has 
to be incurred for such a purpose; nor have they any inducement to do so, 
_ because it invariably happens that those authorities act in concert with the 
taluka officers, and increase the amount of the tax in all cases of appeal, instead 
of reducing it! This is the reason why no appeals are made. For the benefit 
of poor people, Government has lately ruled that the tax is not to be levied from 
those whose annual income is below Rs. 500. This ruling is to come into 
effect this year, but the authorities of Kanara have paid no heed to it, and in 
_ order to make up the same proceeds from the tax ‘as before, petty land-holders 
and other persons who do not come within the terms of the law, are obliged 
to pay their share as before. From this it is quite clear that persons whose 
income is really below Rs. 100, are considered to be worth Rs. 500 or upwards 
a year, and are taxed accordingly! All this oppression is practised by these 
officers simply to get credit from Government for their personal qualifications. 
The bitter fruit of this conduct was perceived on the 29th of J aly tak when a 
native of Kumté named Dimu committed suicide by drowning himself in the 
pablic tank, because he had been informed the preceding day that he would 
ave to pay Rs. 15 per annum on account.of the tax. At that time he said to 
many of his friends—‘“ I have to pay the license-tax. ‘Ihe Municipal house- 
— 1s doubled. I was fined for not observing one of the rules of the municipa- 
he, It is difficult for me to live in this town any more. I must either leave 
al place, or go on a piigrimage, or commit suicide.” He cliose the last 
ternative. It has been ately proclaimed in the town by the President of the 
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Municipality that the house-rate is henceforth doubled. Dému had been fined 
two days before he died for having transgressed one of the municipal rules. 
He earned his livelihood by selling betel-leaves, tobacco, and such other 
articles, and the total stock in his shop could not be worth more than about 
thirty rupees. He was against incurring debt, because he considered it dis- 
reputable to do so. The writer also states that much oppression is practised in 
that district by the officers of the Forest Department. 


A correspondent of the Suryodaya (6) of the 16th August, writing from 

: Murbdd, says that it is the practice of the Collectors 

Gives reasons way cme wr and other high officers, when they visit v1 schools, 

——" eee to inquire how many children of the agricultural class 

” attend the school, and, when they are told that there 

are very few or none of that class, to get dissatisfied with the institution. They 

never seem to reflect that the ryots are in an impoverished condition, and live 

from hand to mouth with the greatest difficulty ; and that they cannot, there- 

fore, ok gam to send their children to school, when they can employ them 
y 


more 


The Mahdrdshra Mitra (7) of the 12th August states that there has been 
— no rain this year throughout the district of Satara, and 
a the opening of ; that the ryots in the Man, Khétar and Khén4pur 
peor Re Mesrredl egy Tdélukas are suffering from great distress, as the 
the Satara Collectorate, ey , 

) sprouts of the bajri crops have all dried up for want 


of rain. It is therefore urgently necessary that relief works should be opened 
in the said talukas. - 


The same, commenting on the Afgh4én war, advises Government, instead 

, Of bringing out troops from England, to abolish the 

ae on the Afghan Arms Act and to permit the natives to fight with the 

Afghéns. The writer is fully convinced that the loyal 
Hindus will defeat the enemy and come out successful. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (8) of the 11th August supports Lord Stanley of 
Supports Lord Stanley’s Alderley’s proposal that there should be a court of 
proposal = appeal for Indian grievances in India. 


Complains of the want of The same complains of the want of rain in the 
rain in the Satara District. Sétéra District. 


The Jajan Mitra (14) of the 16th August makes a strong protest against 
ee the tendency of recent legislation, the sole object of 
Py te onine conemen which seems to be to increase the revenue by every 
possible means to the utter neglect of the true interests 
of the people. The result is that the ryots are become impoverished and weak. 
Poverty leads to crime, and it may be safely asserted that justice, morality and 
religion, as well ds good customs and habits, are rapidly disappearing from the 
country. The true condition of the ryots of the present day may be compared 
to that of the pillars of an ancient buildin g, which appear smooth and polished 
on the outside but which are inwardly eaten through and through by white 
ants. It is their incomparable loyalty and submissiveness alone that support 
the fabric of the State. The conduct of the Government is truly inconceivable. 
uppose a man keeps a cow for its milk, but does not choose to supply it 
with fodder and water, how long can he expect it to provide him with it? 
The tendency of all the acts of the Government seems to be to drain the resourc- 
es of the country regardless of all consequences. Falsehood and imperialism 
have become rampant, and all that glitters is merely tinsel. Commissions of 
inquiry are sewpentiy appointed, but to no purpose. A time has come when 
the country must sink irretrievabl , unless the Government adopts measures to 
Improve the condition of the ryots. All the recent measures of Government 
ve only ruined the people, a were much better off before their enactment. 
‘re was great dearth about twelve years ago for about four or five years 
gra but, strange as it may seem, even poor people did not suffer much at 
at time. But times are changed and the absence of rain even for one year 
bs ihe thousands to the gates of death. If the Government should devote as 
nen attention to improving the condition of the ryots as it does to increasing 
° revenue, it will find a thousand ways in which it can secure that end. 
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he aum Saméchdr (15) of the 16th August is sorry to see that the 
ee _ — legislative measures lately adopted in this country as 
Comments on the proposed i+ Wore vie with one another in being more and more 
Game Law. op ive, and have the effect of increasing the 
burdens of poor people and lessening those of the well-to-do classes. The 
neral tendeney of most of these enactments is to raise as much money from 
the people as possible. It is true that a draft of each of the proposed Bills 
ss first published in the Government Gazette, but it is done only asa matter of 
form, as not a single instance can be pointed out of Government having with- 
drawn any Bill in deference to public opinion. In the case of the proposed 
Game Law, it is difficult to perceive the grounds on which the Government was 
led to believe that the number of birds is on the decrease in this country. But 
even granting that such is the case, it is difficult to say whether greater evil 
will arise from that decrease or from the proposed law. It is a well-known 
fact, that thousands of people in this country subsist on the produce of the 
jungle, and on birds and wild beasts. In the -face of this fact and of the hard- 


ships entailed by the Forest Law, is it proper to go the length of precluding | 


such classes of men from obtaining the means of livelihood? If things go on 

in the same way, we shall in all probability hear of the Honourable Mr. 

Ashburner next proposing a legal enactment to preserve the fish in the 
neighbouring seas. | 

The same fears that the — _ th is ae all ar <ul Deccan 

; _  exeept the Konkan, and that grain as well as oTass 

__ Fears rea opt onncag 3 for oda are become scipnins anid that there ia ara 

— sign of the misery and hardships of 1877 and 1878 

recurring this year also. But it is to be feared that people are no longer able 

to meet any such erisis in the face as they were in those years, on. account of 


increased poverty. 


The Shubha Suchak (17) of the 13th August 


prays Government to abolish the Vernacular Press 
Act. 


The same in a long artiele complains of the forest regulations, and enumer- 

os ae ates the evils resylting from them. The sentiments 

seo ed ae are similar to those of several other papers noticed in 
previous summaries, 


States that the raimfalt is The same states that the ryots of Sdétéra are in 
scanty in the Sétéra District. great anxiety on account of the scanty rainfall. 
The Kalpataru (18) of the 15th August is of opinion that the Deccan 
sia Agriculturists Relief Act is not only not calculated to 
Pager Sai tg the con- benefit the ryots, but is actyally- productive of much 
| ue distress. The people of the Ahmednagar Zillé have 
already petitioned Government on this sybject. As long as wholesome measures 
are not adopted for ameliorating the condition of the ryots, they must remain 
wd pond This necessitates their dealing with the money-lenders. It is 
eless to > gat for the purpose of putting a stop to those dealings until the 
condition of the ryots is improved by means of proper measures; and when 
that is done, there will be no necessity for such Acts as the Relief Act. How 
can Government expect the means of the ryots to improve by preventing them 


from borrowing money? It is therefore hoped that Government will direct 
their attention to this aubielt ried ere 


The same states that little or no rain has fallen this year in several parts 


Prays Government io 
abolish the Press Act. 


Des ae of the Deccan, and that the minds of people are sorely 
the eae of Indigo ie perplexed in co uence. They were only just 
for want of rain. recovering from the effects of the droughts of 1877 and. 


1878, when the phantom of another famine is already 
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‘their doors. The worst district in this respect is the Téluka of Indépur. It 
See catat district that was first affected by famine in 1877. Many of the 
‘habitants migrated at that time and whole villages were abandoned. When 
the famine was partly over, and there was hope of gathering some crops, the rats 
completed the work of destruction. The In oar Téluka may in fact be said 
to be suffering from the effects of famine for five or six years running. It is 
now reported that the people are slowly abandoning the villages. If there 
should be no rain this year, the population of Ind4par will in all probability go 
down to one-tenth of what it was before. It behoves the Government, there- 
fore, to adopt measures for the mitigation of suffering in that district as well as 
to prepare itself'to meet the coming crisis. 


The same states that there are several Baluchis to be seen lately in the 
States that several Baluchis City of Shol4pur. It is not known whether they have 
are to be seen lately inthe come for the purposes of trade, but the police are 


city of Sholapur. engaged in making enquiries. 

States that there has been _ The Khandesh Waibhaw (19) of the 13th August 
no rain in the Khandesh dis- states that there has been no rain in the district, and 
trict. that fodder is become scarce. 


The Satya Sadan (20) of the 14th August, in a long article, describes the 

s condition of the ryots, and advocates the extension of 

stag 8 the extension of ‘primary education for the benefit of those classes. 

praery coer The writer is of opinion that a larger portion of the 
Local Funds should be devoted to educational purposes, and that new 

schools should be opened, where the sons of agriculturists should be admitted 

free of charge, and where the instruction should consist of reading, writing, 

keeping accounts, and agriculture. The sentiments are similar to those of 

several other papers noticed in previous summaries. (The Dina Bandhu (33) 

of the 15th August expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Hitechchhu (22) of the 15th August states that there is no rain in the 
States that there isno rain Kaiddgi District. The crops are dried up, and the 


in the Kaladgi District. ryots are consequently in great anxiety. 
Stetes that a new kind of The Satya Shodhak (23) of the 15th August 


cattle-disease | is spreading states that a new kind of cattle-disease is spreading 
eta eo” fast in the neighbourhood of Ratndgiri. 


The Shiwdjt (27) of the 13th August comments on the jealousy displayed 

by Englishmen, whenever a native rises to the same 

Fle» ng sak 6g ovey. rank with themselves in the public service or when 
salen to aa | they have to serve under him. It is their practice 
in such cases to try their utmost to bring the native 

into disrepute and, as they are men in power, they generally succeed in their 


object, whether by fair means or foul. For instance, four or five native gentle- ° 


men some time ago rose temporarily from the grade of Assistant Engineers to 
that of Executive Engineers; but in almost all these cases some charges were 
brought against them, and they were removed from office. What the natives 
greatly deplore is, that no explanation is ever asked from them, but Govern- 


ment frame their resolutions in accordance with the wishes of their own country- 
men, 


The Dnydn Sdgar (29) of the 16th August states that there are no signs 


. Of rain in the Kolhdpur District. The crops are 
mn pm Be vidng Ado m dried up, and the minds of the ryots are sorely per- 


plexed. Corn is become dear, and there is a great deal 
of sickness in the town. | 


The Satya Mitra (43) of the 21st August states that no sooner has the Salt 


Mal ' Department in the district of Goa come into the hands 
salt monopoly ~™ ‘bof the Indian Government than that article is become 


so dear that poor people have to go without it. . This 


will certainly lead to diseases of various kinds, Former y one basketful of 
salt could be had for three pies, but now one can get only a handful of it for 
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Virer 


dot ies: The same is the case all over India. The economical policy of 


nt is praiseworthy no doubt; but it is such, that, while a large 
aris’ is , the sudihehte is double that amount. Such mismanage- 
soeilt cannot but fill the minds of the people with the greatest anxiety. 


‘ardt Mitra (45) of the 15th August, in a leader headed “ The result 

ne ‘ike “al the Afghén 3 wa observes rye bine pysces 
Observes that the Aighan with the Afghdns have ceased, and the t of carry- 
war has not ngs speed ing + lag is, that we have gained nothing. 
beneficial Afghénist4én continues to be ruled by an Afghén ruler 
and the Afghans are as friendly to the British Government now as they 
were before the hostilities. But we have lost hundreds of brave soldiers, have 
spent about twenty-five krores of rupees on the war, have made no treaty 
cpagements with the new ruler, have withdrawn our demand as regards 
keeping an English envoy at the court of Cabul, and have aya to give 
the Ameer a large annual subsidy. It is true that the Indian Government 
have occupied certain , but their on is of little value in the opinion 
of such an experidnend Violtoy as Lord Northbrook. This result of the war 
has not weakened Russia. Though the Afghéns have lost a large number of 
their soldiers and guns and other weapons, yet it cannot be said that they will 
think no more of invading India. The anxiety on this head is the same as 
before, and Russia may be said to be benefited by the English and the Afghéns 


being weakened by the late war. Nearly seventy-five thousand Indian soldiers | 


are in the Afghdén country, and their safe return to India will be con- 
sidered the greatest benefit. 


The same observes that the people blame the Viceroy or the Governors of the - 


Presidencies for passing particular measures, but they 
Regrets that certain un- alone do not deserve censure. They are frequentl 


2 renagebyben por changed, and the new comers are guided by their 


led Councillors ; but their only fault is, that they do not _ 


pay due attention to public opinion, and eg, yen 
allow themselves to be blindly led by their advisers. Though the Liberal 


administration has begun, and Lord Ripon and Sir James Fe 
Liberals, yet they are guided by their respective Conservative Councillors ; and 
the measures of the former administration, which were condemned by the 
Liberals, have not been repealed. The distasteful Vernacular Press Act and 
the Arms Act are still in existence, no portion of the Afghén war expenses has 
yet been paid by England, and the abolished import duties on cotton goods 
have not been re-imposed. After alluding to the remarks made by the 
Honourable Mr. Graham at a meeting of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 
advocating the propriety of abolishing the import duties on cotton goods, the 
Mitra prophesies that after the conclusion of the Afghan war and the replenish- 
ment of the Indian treasury by the unpopular income-tax, an attempt will be 


made to abolish the remaining ixnport duties on cotton goods by introducing a 
Bill into the Legislative Council. 


The Bombay Chronicle (48) of the 15th August, alluding to the reply of 


the Secretary of State for India to the deputation of 

oe a leq «the Natives. of India now in England, observes that 
the reply seems to indicate that the Indian Press- 
gagging Act will remain in force for some time more. The Liberal administra- 
tion appear to await on Lord Ripon’s decision with regard to repealing the Act; 
but, unfortunately for India, His Lordship is swayed by his Council and it 
should be borne in mind that those who passed the law will never give their 
opinion in favor of its re This Act is like a sword hanging over the heads 


of the Editors of the Native Press, suspended by a slender thread. So long as it 


remains in existence, no person, however loyal he may be, will be able to make 
legitimate criticism 


to strengthen the bonds between the governors and the governed. In other 


words, no newspaper will be able to discharge its duties properly. 


existence of this law, is detrimental to the interests of the governors pa 
the governed, and should be at once put a stop to. 
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“She same, alluding to the report that the total cost of the Afghén. war will ° 


: = amount to about twenty-five krores of rupees, expresses 
: ahope that England will not, in justice to herself and 
to India, fail to bear her substantial share. The main 
reason why the Conservative Government wished that 
India alone should bear the entire cost of the war was, 
that they thought that the English tax-payers would 
not be sorry to see others bear their burden, and coated upon their support by 
keeping them pleased by throwing the whole cost on India. Their calculation 
was not wholly wrong. There is no sufficient reason, moreover, for supposing 
that the present administration will not accept, and act upon the same calcula- 
tion. It behoves the natives of India therefore to memorialise Parliament on 
this subject. 
The Bombay Samachar (49) of the 20th August, alluding to the introdue- 
te on the re. [00 of the revised Indian budget into the House of 
ge todos Wadeek Commons, observes that it is to be regretted that 
Sir John Strachey should have comwmitted a huge 
blander in estimating the cost of the Afgh4n war, that those expenses have 
amounted to 18 krores, and that there is a deficit of 7 krores.. It is also to 
be tted that the Famine Insurance Fund has disappeared altogether, and 
that the license-tax, which was imposed specially for creating that fund, is not 
to be repealed for the present. The people of India were sanguine that the 
Liberal Ministry would abolish the Vernacular Press Act and the License-tax, 
but they have been disappointed in both these respects. The Liberals have shown 
within a short time of their coming to office that they are not prepared to 
out the promises they made. It would not be surprising if the Conservatives 
should reproach them for this conduct, or if the people of India should consider 
that they have been disappointed by the new Ministry. The Indians have now 
only to wait to see what will be done in regard to the payment of a portion of 
the cost of the Afghén war by England. ‘The delay in announcing that sum 
is not quite unreasonable ; but itis to bé hoped that the Ministry will take good 
care not to disappoint the Indians in this matter also. 


The same observes that the British force, which has evacuated Cd4bnl and 
is returning to India, has arrived safely at Gunda- 
Is afraid that Abdul muck, but it has as yet to pass through the long and 
Hakata will not be a intricate roads of the Khyber Pass. Until it safely 
gli aaa AfghAnis- reaches Peshawar, no congratulation should be 
expressed regarding its safety, or about the honesty - 
of Abdul Rahmdn. No sooner did it evacuate Cdbul than the budmdshes 
plundered the merchants and others, and took revenge upon those against 
whom they had a grudge. This shows that bad people in that city entertain 
very little fear of the new Amir, and there is therefore much doubt about his 
being able to preserve peace. If he be unable to do so, he will not be able to 
exercise due authority over the tribes, and in that case General Stewart’s force 
will meet with opposition on its way home. Under such circumstances the 
Amir’s army will not probably remain under due control, and if it should not 
do so, it is hard to say what new complications will arise in Afghdnistdn. 


The Jdéme Jamsed (50) of the 18th August, in noticing the removal of the 
Dien = names of certain native gentlemen from the list of the 
a oe oe sou Justices of the Peace for the Island of Bombay, ob- 
Bomonjiand Dosébhai Framji Serves that two of them, Messrs. Bomonji Framji 
fom the list of the Justices and Dosdbhdi Framji, are brothers and were once 
of pa saece for the Island wealthy merchants. In their better days they did 
many disinterested and charitable acts. They con- 
tmbuted to the increase of the local trade, set up several persons in trade, and 
, a employment to many. They were so honest and straightforward in their 
dealings, that the mercantile community of Bombay was sorry to see their 
altered circumstances. They are not less respected now than they were before, _ - 
and enjoy great confidence among the Parsi commana y are the 
managers of several religious and charitable funds to which they contributed. 
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largely when they were in prosperous circumstances, It seems that through 

- misrepresentation on the part of somebody, Government have been induced 

-emove their names from the list of Justices, and the public are sorry for it. 
The Loka Mitra (56) of the 15th August observes that Lord Lytton, in 


reply to an address presented to him at Knebworth, 


a 
to 


Criticises the remark made said that it only needed perseverance for a few — 
by Lord Lytton Sonesrmne, im the policy which a succession of wise Englishmen 
India bade i him at ad framed for the Government of India, in order to 
eth. give India strength and influence to become one of 

the t powers of the world; but the tel which 


has brought this inte igence does not state to what policy and to what English- 
men His Lordship alluded. But it may not be wrong to surmise that he meant 
that that policy was the one adopted by Lord Beaconsfield and his Conservative 
Government, which is well known by the designation of Imperialism. Lord 
Lytton was not only a warm admirer but also a close follower of that policy, 
and therefore his praise of it need not surprise anybody. It would be unnatural 
to him to condemn the very administration under which he became 
Viceroy, and whose lines of policy he adopted. But the statesmen, whom 
His Lordship praises, were found wanting in foresight, and the wise people 
of England have removed them from office for this very reason. The policy 


which he supported has been found to be defective, and to have inflicted great . 


losses on India. The new administration has seen it right to replace it by 3 
better one. Does His Lordship mean to say that the evil effects of imperia- 
lism on this country are not sufficient, and that it should be continued ? 


The same and the Yajddn Parast (54) of the 15th August, alluding to the 


Expresses fears of Abdul 


Relesia’s provi irenchan- Afghanistan and the evacuation of Cabul by the Bri- 
ous. 


tish forces at this critical juncture, expresses fears of 
: Abdul Rahmdn’s proving treacherous. The ents 
advanced in sup 
Samachar (49) of the 13th instant, and noticed at some length in the summary 
for the week ending the 14th idem. 


The Yajdén Parast (54) of the 15th August, alluding to the statement made 
by the Civil and Military Gazette that a newspaper 
seahae the Governmen “sia 2 Pe pevates at Constantinople in the Turkish and Urdu 
newspaper in theTurkishand “anguages, is distributed in India with the object of 
exciting the Mahomedans of this country, observes 
that the greater portion of the Mahomedan population 
of this country is ignorant, fanatical, and easily excit- 
able, and hence the alleged object of the paper to draw 
aoe their sympathy to the Sultan by exciting their religious 
prejudices is rather dangerous. This paper can have no effect whatever on 
educated and well-informed Mahomedaas, but will easily mislead their ignorant 
co-religionists. If Government have not already ascertained the real character 
of the paper, it behoves them to do so, and if it be found to be of a dangerous 
sort, to prohibit its circulation. 

The Samsher Béhddur (58) of the 13th August observes that it is to be 
regretted that the Political Agent of Kéthidwdr should 
impose a new burden of one lac and twenty thousand 
rupees on the Native Princes and Chiefs of that 
province. Their Karbhdris attended with great 
pleasure the Réjasthdnic Sabhé held annually at 
Rajkot by the Agent, but have returned discon- 
solate in consequence of the new burden. The 


Complains that the Politi- 


cal Agent of Kathiawar has 
mmposed a new annual burden 
2 one lac and twenty 

usand on the Native 
Princes ani Chiefs of the 
Province. 


_ Imperial Government is misled by the outward 
appearance of Native Princes and Chiefs into the belief that they are in 


prosperous circumstances; but really s 
many have mortgaged some of their vi 
to pay an annual tribute to the 

therefore, why the Political 


ing they are steeped in debt, and 
res to their creditors. They have also 


on all the Princes and Chiefs alike. 


‘complications which have recently arisen in Southern . 


port of these fears are similar to those put forth by the Bombay . 


wie rea Sea is inexplionhy 
Agent has im the new burden on them. It is © 
oe be regretted that this burden is not for a single year, but is annual, and 
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Afghanis- 


Ayub has been wounded and is not likely to lay 


siege to that city. Most of the tribes between Kandahér and Quetta have risen. 


the British, and should other tribes in the direction of Khelite Giljhai 
also rise, the whole country will be excited. If Ayub fails to besiege Kandahar 
just now, it is very likely that it is bacause his Cdébuli and Herdti forces are 
quarrelling amongst themselves, and his previous conduct betokens that he will 
soon settle ant Pp and will do something great. He has a large army under 
him, and is hi such a resolute character as to be likely to accomplish a great 
deal with its aid. Had the British Government given him the Amirship, which 
was held by his late father and by his brother in captivity, he would have 
restored lasting peace in the country, and would have proved of great use to 
them hereafter. He would have preserved British interests in Afghdnistdn, 
and would not have been partial to the Russians as is Abdul Rahman. 


The same, alluding to the Mahomedan riots in Bombay caused -by Mr. 
Jalbhoy’s book six years ago, observes that Mulla 
Requesta the Commis- Najmudin, the head Mulla of the Bohords, has written 
sioner of Police, peace ae in Arabic three articles in the book, entitled “ Ayanul 
* Avanal Marist” Se Mayé4rif,” and has published the work through Miya 
Séheb Sarafalli. Even if the ancestors of the Mallé4 
were to appear as the Messiah they will not be able to prove that some of the state- 
ments made in this work aretrue. Does he mean by publishing it to exeite the 
passions of the Mahomedans? If it gets into the hands of ignorant Mahomed- 
ans it is sure to produce such an effect: It is said that the Police of Bombay 
have obtained a copy of the book. Why do they not prosecute Mulla Najmudin, 
Miya Saheb Sarafalli, and the printer of the book, before a magistrate? It is 
alleged by Mulla Sarafalli that the book has not been published, but copies of 
it are in the hands of different persons, and it must therefore be considered to 
have been published. The attention of the Commissioner of Police is requested 
to the above. 


Railways, 


The Indu Prakash (3) of the 16th August suggests the construction of a 

Suggests the construction Yrailroad from Belgaum to Shol4pur. The sentiments 

of a railroad from Belgaum are similar to those of the Dnydn Sdgar noticed in 
fo Eholipar. the weekly summary ending the 24th July. 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 15th August, alluding to the recent accident 
: to two of the arches of the old railway bridge on the 
Makes remarks on the River Narbada, observes.that it is reported to have 
eon per sgh Page happened at the very spot at which a similar mishap 
a" | “* occurred in 1878, and this is the fourth time of the 
, bridge being carried away by high floods. And yet 
the new bridge is being byilt by the side of the old one. In addition to the 
unsafety of the spot, the new bridge is being constructed of the same materials 
as were used in the construction of the railway bridge over the river Tay, which 
was carried away in July Jast. Hence there are fears of its not proving sufficiently 
strong to resist the strain of the floods. The spot where it is under construction 
to give up that spot, and to take the railway line from Ankleshwar in the 
direction of the east, until it eomes to the river-side where the bank is very 
high, and to construct a bridge at that spot. This will lengthen the line a 
ttle, but will remove all danger of the bridge being carried away by the floods, 
and of heavy losses befajling the Company. 


Native States, | 
The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 16th August writes a long article on the 
as treatment of His Highness the Maharaja of Kolhapur, 
-frestment 


the Mahérajé of Kolhapur. take His Highness’ case into serious consideration. 


upon the reports received from the Kanddhér side that 


is unsafe for any bridge however strong it may be. It will be better therefore © 


and prays His Excellency Sir James Fergusson to 
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"+ \nitifal condition, he will receive the thanks not only 
nis subjects, but of the whole thinking population of Mahérdshtra. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 15th A in a long article on the same 
subject says: “If the Mahdrdjé is taken to Kolhdpur 
Makes remarks on the same and placed in some healthy climate in its vicinity under 
subject. _ the best medical treatment with his parents and near 
relations to take care of him, under the supervision of such men as Mr. Yashvantrév 
Vasudev Athale, his former tutor, and Mr. Hammick, once the Assistant 
Political Agent of Kolhépur, men for whom His Highness still continues to 
entertain feelings of the highest respect, and who always treated the R4jé with. 
tal affection—if, we say, things are so arranged, we do not despair of 
seeing the R4jé improve. We are assured that such is the opinion of each 
and every.man of sense and judgment in the State of Kolhipur—of each and 
every thoughtful subject of the King. The false step taken by the present 
Government, we may ascribe to the want of sufficient knowledge on the = 
of Sir James Fergusson of the true nature of the Mahdrdjd’s case. The 
best way of enlightening His Excellency on the subject is, we think, that the 
subjects of the Mahdr4jé should joi in memorializing the Government to 
ce His Highness in the situation which they may deem most likely to contri- 
ute to his speedy -artye i They should set aside their petty fears for a while, 
and unite in an object, the ment of which they have a legitimate right 
to demand. They ought to remember that any further delay will only end in 
the ruin of their future sovereign, unless they are pre to give him up. 
Now or never!” (A correspondent of the same, writing from Hyderabed, 
Deccan, expresses similar sentiments.) 


The Subodha Patriké (12) of the 15th August expresses similar senti- 
ments. The Belgaum Samdchér (15) of the 16th 


Poa ae on August has a long and strong article on the same 
subject. 


D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
24th August 1880. 
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 Notes.—The varions notices mare been collected under different ais: which are printed 1 in italics. ‘ 
. The names of Ne inted in list at the 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 22nd August, writing on military reforms, 
i iain fein Se. In our last number we took occasion to show 
aon 12s Military Depart- What a costly machine the European soldier is, and 
ment and the offitering of the how far he may be made, with due regard to efficiency, 
Native Army with Native Jess expensive than he is at present. We also pointed 
‘Officers. out that any reform in the military organization of 
India which did not lay the axe to the very root of extravagance ia expenditure 
would be a sham; that in faet the soldier should certainly cost us less than 
£100. We then estimated that he could be efficiently maintained at from £50 
to £55 per annum, basing our calculation on the average cost of a German 
soldier, for it is now universally admitted that in point of efficiency and 
economy, the German army of all armies in Europe is the best. In an inter- 
esting paper 6n the ‘Sources of German Discontent’ in the July number of the 
Contemporary Review, Dr. Karl Hillebrand mentions that ‘the truth is, that 
we Germans are spending annually eighteen millions for military purposes 
while France spends thirty, England even thirty-two millions. In other words, 
the expenses of our army and fleet amount to one-fifth, whereas those of the 
Westerns Powers consume one-fourth of the national revenue.’ The Germans 
have a powerful and efficient army of 4,30,000; and the French of 5,00,000. 
It would seem then that the English is the most expensive system in the world 
especially when England cannot count more than 1,25,000 soldiers, inclusive of 
those serving in India. The contrast in expenditure thus viewed is appalling. 
Jf Englishmen were to boast that their army is better than that of either the 
Germans or the French, in point of efficiency or skill, very few people would 
we believe be willing to believe them. The fact is, England is obliged to 
humour her soldier ; and this humouring is at the root of all the mischief. But 
however extravagant England may be in the maintenance of her soldier, she is 
rich enough to bear her burden without a groan. It is however a different 
matter when she saddles India, an admittedly poor country notwithstanding 
all the blatant talk of optimists like Messrs. J. M. Maclean, Lee-Warner, Dr. 
Hunter and others, with an expenditure on the same extravagant scale. We 
repeat that £55 are enough to maintain a British soldier in India; but for the 
e of argument we will even concede a point and go so far as to place it at 
so much as £70 or 75. ‘That ought to be the highest scale of the maintenance 
of an English soldier per annum. Based on this average there would still be 
A saving of a million and a half sterling under this one head only.” 


The Decean Star (2) of the 22nd August, referring to the reply of the 
Secretary of State for India to the deputation of Indian 

woes agg pe tage gentlemen, says: ‘‘ We have always maintained and 
Tadian depeietick ~ we still do the same that we expect but very little 
from our governors su long as we cannot force them 

to grant. us what we now solicit for. We are far backwards in point of social 
progress, and, before we haye gathered sufficient strength at home, it is foolish to 
ask our rulers for anything they withheld from us. If any attempts ure to be 
made at raising the Indian nation, all such attempts should be directed at 
making an Indian nation first, and when we succeed in doing so, we shall not 
be required to wait upon Marquises and Dukes—the rights we ask for will come 
of themselves. Let them refuse, let them withhold, let them make Indian 
questions party questions until they can no longer do so. As Dr. Hunter has 
wisely remarked they cannot now check the growth of the tree they have so 
~ beneficently planted. Give time and the tree will of itself burst the glass top. 
What we should, we think, at present dois to silently wait, for there is nothing 
80 valuable in adversity as patience, and if anything does us any good it is 
hence alone that will do it. Theirs is to talk, onrs is to show them that we 
ave come to that pitch when we can discriminate truth from falsehood, when 
fi can know that a certain promise has been broken and that there is a 
oe from such and such a rule constitutionally laid down. Let them fully 
th erstand that it is their show of benignity and professions of philanthropy 
at are goading us, and that atime will come when deputations will without 


4 


‘on always return with success. ‘In conclusion we have but one thing to 
ry our i and it is this: do what you say or say nothing ; for, if 
(as only did not rave, your conduct towards us might be put up with.” 


same, alluding to the public meeting lately held in Bombay under the 
siscsinab ng eae of His Excellency the Governor for the pur- 
Makes remarks on the late nose of raising subscriptions in support of the families 
- ofthe soldiers who were killed in the Afghdn war, 
s: “ Looking at the question from a utilitarian 
point of view we cannot induce ourselves to say that such a movement ought 
so liberally to be sympathized with ; and secondly, we do not know why the 
public should sympathize in this movement now. We remember that certain 
Native Princes offered sums of money for the Afgh4n expenses but these were 
refused by Government. Sympathizing with the families of those who die in 
the Afgh4n war is sympathizing with the war itself; and since the war was 
"quite unjustifiable, we see no reason why we should sympathize with it. If it 
is a human sympathy alone directed towards the relief of fellow-beings, we 
think such bigh-flowing liberality may usefully flow in another direction alto- 
gether. Government first chooses to kill so many soldiers and then asks us to 
sympathize with the distress of their families. In such a case Government ought 
to make provision for those families on its own account, and not fall back on 
public support. A sensible public, we are sure, will not and ought not to 
sym m4 99 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 23rd August, intending to take a review of the 


oe Pe report of net ye Commission, writes its intro- 
remarks on there- ductory article on that subject in its present issue. 
Le [eee he walher says that he has heady salted out on a 
former occasion the difficulties which the Commissioners 
must have encountered in becoming acquainted with the real nature of the 
famine while making their observations from the mail-cart and from the railway- 
train. Another great difficulty in their way was tbe unsatisfactory character of the 
last census returns and the consequent want of proper data on which to base their 
conclusions with regard to the famine from the number of births and deaths during 
the year. In fact there is no means of knowing the actual number of deaths re- 
sulting from famine. The Sanitary Commissioners in the Presidencies of Bomba 
and Madras, where the famine chiefly raged, are entrusted with the duty of 
registering the births and deaths, but as they have no executive power, they have 
to rely in this respect on the information supplied by the Patils and Kulkarnis 
belonging to the Revenue Department. ‘This information is necessarily incor- 
rect, because, firstly, on account of the people’s ignorance of the benefits of regis- 
tration, no one cares to inform those officers of the births and deaths taking 
place in the villages ; secondly, those officers frequently leave their villages to 
attend the Mémlatddr’s kacheri at the taluké station; and thirdly, they have 
sometimes each of them three or four villages in their charge. Even a single 
mistake in each village will amount to so gross an error in summing up the 
total for the Presidency as to upset all trustworthy calculation. Results based 
on such statistics therefore rest on too unstable a foundation to command 
public confidence. They have on the other hand a most pernicious effect in 
furnishing Government officers with opportunities of drawing unjustifiable 
conclusions as regards the real state of things. Another great difficulty in the 
way of the Commissioners was that of obtaining a correct knowledge of the 
actual produce of the soil, the assessments, the nature of the crops, the state of 
the market and such other things. If their information on these points was 
on the reports of Government officers, it need hardly be stated how 
ineomplete It must have been, when it is remembered that those officers are 
invariably in the habit of taking a distorted view of every thing relating to this 
ey in spite of what they may see or hear. Remembering therefore the 
Pe cotnated of the information at the command of the Commissioners, it will - 
m8 me obvious that their conclusions cannot be free from error; nevertheless, 
y are not to be entirely ignored on that account. 
2 NP 28—8 [cow 362] 
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The same, referring to the late Town Hall meeting, says that every thing 
rst | in connection with it was satisfactory and praise- 
Makes remarks in Relief worthy, butit is to be wondered that none of the worthy 
tion with the ey citizens of Bombay came forward, when three years 
— ago the whole of the vernacular press suggested over 
and over again that a public meeting should be held to raise funds for the poor 
ryots suffering from the effects of a terrible famine. Withr to the present 
fand, the writer suggests that the families of the camp-followers should be 
helped from it equally with those of the soldiers and sepoys who died in the 
Afghén war, and that no official pressure should be used in the Mofussil and in 
Native States in collecting funds for such a purpose. | 


The same reports that two wild beasts of the nahar (?) kind are doing 

terrible havoc in one of the villages of the Idar 
Makes remarks ontheArms State, They have during the last six months des- 
troyed about sixty men from that village. This has 
struck, t-terror among the rest. It is also rumoured that one of the 
eects bee been lately killed, but the other is still at large. Such are the 


* 


results of the Arms Act. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 22nd August, referring to the Bombay 
Military Relief Fund, says: “ It greatly redounds to 

Makes remarks on the the credit and generosity of the native public that 
Mijitery Beliet Punt. they should so liberaliy and sympathetically respond 
to the appeal made to them, although they have and can have no sympathy 
with the present war, which is aggressive and in no sense of the word patriotic, 
and although further they have grounds to feel that the Government which 
now appeals to their charity did not think fit to consult their wishes before 
undertaking the war. The publie sees that, whatever the causes, the distress 
is real and must be relieved, and it is in that view alone of charity and 


philanthrophy that people forget for a time the injuries inflicted on them by 
being plunged into this iniquitous war.” : 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 23rd August suggests 
that great improvement can be effected in the distri- 

Is of opinion that Sub- bution of justice in this country by transferring the 
oe cen enone "ok powers of First Class Magistrates from the Mimlatdars, 
First Class Ms strain. - Head Karkuns and Mahdalkaris to all or most of the 
Subordinate Judges for the following reasons :— 

1.—The Madmlatddérs and others have a great deal of other work todo. They 
have to attend to revenue matters, municipal work, supplying the wants of all 
the high officials, and several other things, which require constant vigilance 
and attention. These over-worked officers have really speaking no rest 
throughout the year. It is for Government to consider whether such men can 
attend carefully and in time to such an important duty as that of deciding 
criminal eases. The truth of this remark will become obvious, if inquiries are 
made at the tdéluka stations as to how long it takes the Mamlatddr to decide 
@ case received from the Foujddr, and how long the accused has to remain in 
the hands of the police before his fate isdecided. All the Subordinate J udges— 
especially those of the four southern districts—have little work to do, and it will 
therefore be prudent to give them the powers of Magistrates. 2.—The Mamlatdars 
and others are required to travel about in their respective districts, which puts the 
accused parties, the witnesses, and the Pleaders in the criminal cases to creat 
trouble; whereas all the Subordinate Judges, except those of the four southern 
districts, have their courtsat their head quartersonly, and even those of thesouthern 
istricts never remove them to more than three or four places during the year. 
3.—Under existing circumstances it is difficult for the accused to secure the 
assistance of Pleaders. In this Presidency there is one Mdmlatddér and one 
Head K4rkun at each téluka station, and in addition to these there are in some 
Cases one or more Mahdlkaris. Wherever there is a M4mlatdér or some other 
Subordinate Magistrate, there is no Subordinate Judge. In some cases there is 


one Subordinate Jud : 
Mimlatdér’s udge for two or three tdlukas; and in others we have the 


7 and the Subordinate Judge’s offices in two different parts of the same 
uka. Under these circumstances it is difficult for the accused to secure the 


are, besides, not so well 
cannot — 
ways 


In some 
rel to moan that the Muktydr may “ assist” the accused, that is tutor him 
up, but cannot ead for him before the Magistrate, because in the same article 
it is farther that Barristers and Pleaders may “defend” the accused. 
4—The Mamlatdér’s knowledge of the law is limited. It is well known that 
the Subordinate Judges have to pass an examination and to read the Hi 
Court Reports and other books of law; whereas the M4mlatdérs have simply 
to read the Penal Code, the Criminal Procedure, and the Law of Evidence. 
It is extremely doubtful how much they know of this last subject. These 
remarks are literally applicable to most Mdmlatddrs and to the Head K4rkuns 
and Mahdlkaris. It is moreover desirable that the law should be carried 
out by those whose whole attention is devoted to it rather than by those whose 
minds are distracted by other multifarious work. 5.—There is great room 
for bribery and corruption under the present system. The Mdmlatdérs, Head 
K4rkuns and Mahdlkaris have to travel about in the district, and naturally 
become acquainted with most of the people in it. There is consequently 
always great fear of friendly pressure being brought to bear upon them. The 
Head K4rkuns and the Ma is, moreover, do not get more than from Rs. 50 
to Rs. 75 per month. To invest such men with the powers of Second Class 
. Magi } is tantamount to encouraging corruption. The Subordinate J 

have less connection with the people and are well paid. They have therefore 
much less inducement to go astray. 6.—The opinions of three high officers are 
favorable to the Subordinate Judges. Sir Richard Temple, in his Minute on 
the Deccan Agriculturists Relief Bill has endorsed a favorable opinion on the 
learning, —— and uprightness of the Subordinate Judges of this Pre- 
sidency. It is well known that the Honourable Mr. Tucker was of opinion 
that the Magisterial powers should be taken from the M4mlatdars and conferred 
on the Subordinate Judges. The Honourable Mr. Hope expressed himself on 
the occasion of passing that Bill to the effect that, at least in the Deccan, the 
Subordinate J ntined dhoald be invested with the powers of Magistrates. 7.—The 
criminal records in the Mamlatdérs kacheris are not properly examined. It is 
true that the Collectors and other revenue officers visit the said kacheris once 
a year for that purpose, but they generally never go beyond making inquiries 
about revenue matters. 8.—It is advantageous that justice in civil as well as 
criminal matters should be administered by one and the same officer. As the 


High Court Ju the District Judges, and the Assistant Judges perform both 
the duties, it will be beneficial to the integrity of the Judicial Department (which 


ought to be a separate department by itself) if the Subordinate Ju be 
entrusted with diilee duties. 9—The otal measure will be wel 
to Government from an economical point of view. At present, those of the 
M4mlatdirs, who are invested with the power of a First Class Magistrate, are 
paid an extra allowance of Rs. 100 for that purpose. This need not be done 
in the case of the Subordinate Judges. 10.—It will lead to great convenience. 
All the criminal cases occurring in the many télukas where the Mamlatdérs are 
not invested with the powers of First Class Magistrates, are at present sent to the 
Division Magistrate, who generally holds his court at the Zilla station during the 
monsoon. -Accused persons and witnesses have consequently sometimes to be 
sent to a distance of as much as 150 miles. All these reasons weigh heavily in 
favour of the Subordinate J udges being invested with the powers of First 

Magistrates. Some are of opinion that if the Mdmlatdérs and others be 
ye es of magisterial powers, there will be some difficulty in the way of 


= og the revenue. But these fears are entirely groundless; and if perhaps 


vernment should insist upon it, will it not suffice if the Mémlatd4rs alone 


are invested with the powers of Third Class Magistrates and the Head Karkuns 
and Mahdlkaris be deprived of those powers altogether ? 3 
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the Suryodaya (8) of the 29rd Atigust days that the word “humanity ” is 
| The eine assuming & strange Y enification in these days. If we 
Makes remarks on the laté suppose that the present Afghén war is theresultof afeel- 


| aa ae as oon i ing of humanity towards India, we find that thousands 


of our countrymen are falling victims to it in Afghén- 
pe Asm be aida, 5, foneral Robetts is evidently actuated by the 

fedling when he addresses his mento prépare themselves for the fatigues 
v2 loog march fot the relief of their somaeads and to save thé senses a 
Government; nor tan it be denied that our enemy Ayub Khén is actuated by the. 
game feeling when he advises his men to the sanie effect. But this noble feeling 
assumes strange shapes; when it compels a Government, instead of using its 

to 


‘timate funds, to levy a tax for the purpose of defraying the expenses of 
Py ive ach gl relieve the sufferings of the families of the fallen by 


.ollecting subscriptions from the le; or lastly, to measur’ out a tation of 
* 24 “a 40 tnlas of food, and thoreby cause the destruction of millions of 
human beings. The writer was induced to miake these reflections by the late 
meeting held in Bombay for the purpose of diaplaying the same feeling. As 
the Government is so anxious that its subjects should be possessed of this noble 
feeling, it is of course itself not wanting in it, but the humanity displayed by 
Government on the occasion of the late famine, when it measured out 40 tolas 
of food to those who were dying of hunger appears to be of a widely: different 
character from that displayed on this occasion. However, another occasion for 
the display of this feeling seems to be at hand, as the kharif crops are destroyed 
almost all over the ghauts on account of the absence of rain and the radi crops are 
in similar danger. In the Konkan only one crop is raised during the year, 
and the fierce heat of the sun during the day and the starry and clear nights 
at this time of the year forebode nothing good. ff the necessity should arise 


(which God forbid !) it is to be. seen in what shape this feeling of humanity 


manifests itself on the part of Government. 


The Subodha Patrikd (12) of the 22nd August, referring to the Military 
Relief Fund, suggests that the subscriptions should be 
ee eee ne Relig oivided between the Native and European objects of 
sesh mary ever relief by each donor himself if he pleases. This plan 
was adopted when the relief fund was raised only a 
few months ago for the sufferers by the Vengurla disaster, and the Patrikd 
thinks it an extremely fair one. ‘‘ We have heard it suggested that the distri- 
bution between the Native and European sufferers, which may be made by the 
Committee or whoever else has authority in the matter, may, perhaps, not be 
satisfactory to all parties.” | 
The Arunodaya (13) of the 22nd A complains that, while this country 
has the sea on three sides and affords every facility 
Makes reflections on the for the production of abundant and cheap salt, people 
salt monopoly. cannot get enough of it to eat, and are consequently 
becoming day by day more and more sickly and 
infirm. It is greatly to be regretted that, in the face of these facts, Govern- 
ment is now engaged in adopting measures to check the production of salt in 
this country as much as possible, and importing large quantities of it from Great 
Britain. It is difficult to conceive what this will lead to. The following table 


will show what quantities of salt are imported into this country annually, and 
how much it thereby suffers :— 


Quantity imported in Tons. Original Cost. Selling Price. 
Rs. Rs. 
Se = 227,610 71,58,920 3,25,10,810 
SESS i 306,839 91,39,150 3,39,44,040 
1878 i ei 276,847 12,87,080 3,35,84,280 
= ia ses 279,246 83,53,540 3,42,25,800 
a“ aoe a 277,085 75,57,710 3,32,65,610 
on ae é: 365,252 50,09,340 $,07,72,770 
in a 298,776 _-2,94,81,630 


$ 


The above table reveals the painful fact that, while there is no difficulty in this 
7 country in the way of producing an unlimited supply of cheap salt, thousands of 
fons © 


that article are imported in exchange for of rupees, which is so much 
annual drain on the resources of this country. Most of this salt is consumed in 
Bengal, as the restrictive measures for its production have been adopted in that 
Presidency for a great many years; but there are signs that Bombay will soon 
share the same fate, as hundreds of salt-pans are being closed here by the strong 
hand of the law. As all this is done by Government itself, it is difficult to 
understand its professions of studying the welfare of the country. 


The same, referring to the speech of Lord Hartington at the time of the 
presentation of the Indian Budget to Parliament, 
_ Makes hen tadzam Budget makes the following observations. It is now indis- 
agora putable that the total of the Afzh4n war expenses will 
amount to more than twenty krores of rupees. The proceeds of the Go a 
levied ostensibly for famine purposes, have been spent on the same war, and 
there is no hope of recovering them. There is every probability of that tax 
not being extended to the official and professional classes as it should have been. 
It is also strange that His Lordship should declare his inability to effect any 
reduction in the civil departments, which are becoming so much expensive 
day by day that they have already brought the country to the verge of bank- 
ruptey. It is equally difficult to understand what His Lordship means by 
stating that the amount of the deficit will not be added to the national debt. 
If the civil expenses are not to.be reduced, the license-tax not to be extended 
to the other classes, and no trouble to be given to the over-worked Military 
Department, how is the sum to be made up? Is it intended to levy any additional 
tax from the people? (The Khdndesh Waibhaw (19) of the 20th August makes 
somewhat similar remarks.) 


The same complains that the inhabitants of the town of Navdpur in the 
Pimpalner Tdluka of the Khéndesh Zilla are put to 
great inconvenience on aceount of there being no post 
office in that town. It is true that there is a box for 

sting letters, but the delivery peon has to come down every time from 
Pimpalner, which he does at long intervals. Inward letters therefore are not 
received in proper time. It is to be hoped, therefore, that the Post Master 
General will grant the prayer of the inhabitants. 


The same, referring to the punishment lately inflicted by ‘the Indore 
| authorities on a servant of the Missionaries for having 


aang ag swe wet sold Christian books in the market place of that city, 
race ag ae a ee and to its subsequent reversal in deference to the 
| wishes of the Resident, says it would be well if 
Government were to legislate for the purpose of ensuring eomplete immunity to 
the Missionaries under all circumstances at the hands of natives of all grades 

and descriptions. | | 
The same refers to the questioh whether Bangalore should be abandoned 
as a military station after the retarn of Mysore to its 
Ps + eg Mahd4r4j4, and remarks that Government is of course — 
military station. ° at liberty to do what it chooses; but if justice is to 
be done, it is not proper that any part of the territory 

should be retained. 


The Nydya Sindhu (16) of the 23rd August makes remarks on the p 
i i sis of the season, and advises Government Ld take proper 
sas coming Steps in time, as the people are now wholly unable to 
on meet the Tnpendion ras as they were in 1877 and 
1878. ; 


The Shubha Buchak (17) of the 20th August says that Indian finance is in 

_ @ deplorably bad state inasmuch as the Government is 

ae on the Govern- hopelessly involved in debt, In spite of this however, 
of a heary duty on Exjixt, Lord Lytton did not hesitate to abolish the import 
liquors, duty on cotton goods for the benefit of his countrymen 
and against the wishes of his Councillors! While 
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post office at Nayapur. 
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the public are loudly crying for reduction in expenditure, schemes are ey 
drawn up for that purpose from time-to time, but nothing is practically done. 
If it be urged that there is no room for reduction, the Press has frequently 
snted out several useless departments, the expenditure on which can be 
conveniently curtailed. The salaries of the highly paid officials can also be 
reduced by a small percentage with great advantage. In fact if the Govern- 
ment is bent on reduction, it can do it in a thousand ways. As regards 
increasing the revenue on the other hand, Lord Mayo once distinctly declared 
‘his opinion that the limit of taxation had been reached even in his time. Lord 
Lytton and his advisers nevertheless considered persons with an annual income 
of Rs. 100 as being well circumstanced, and levied the license-tax on them 
accordingly! The proceeds of that tax, solemnly promised to be reserved to 
meet the demands of future famines and’ to save human life, were appropriated 
for a very different purpose. The public expects the new Government to re- 
impose the duty on cotton goods, but it is extremely doubtful whether even the 
new Viceroy will do it. It has been the practice of all the European nations 
(including England) to encourage home manufactures by levying heavy duties 
on imported goods and even by punishing people who used them, When home 
eer “tees are thus encouraged, it invariably happens that the income of 
Government increases in the long run. If the ten per cent. duty be therefore 
again re-imposed, native industry will receive some encouragement and the 
national wealth will increase. But will Englishmen ever doit? The national 
debt has during the last twenty years increased by upwards of forty krores, the 
ent of the interest on which shackles this country to no small extent, and 
if Government should go on spending money by incurring debt in this manner, 
it is difficult to foresee the results of such a policy. The writer suggests that 
a heavy duty should be levied on imported English liquors, and that the duty 
on country liquors should be considerably increased. This will serve the double 
purpose of increasing the State revenue and ehecking the vice of drunkenness 
which is making rapid strides in this country along with western civilization. 
Europeans in this country will no doubt object to the duty on English liquors, 
but it should be remembered that their salaries are large enough to enable 
them to pay the duty, and that it will be no small gain if the vice is checked to 
some extent among them also. | 


The same rejoices that England is going to pay the greater part of the 
Comments on the Govern. 29040 war expenditure, but is sorry to see Sir John 
ment, and expresses a hope Strachey still maintaining that the finances of India 
that the natives will be are in a sound condition in the face of a heavy deficit 
allowed to havea hand in the and of the new loan of 313 lacs of rupees. He is able 
—— of the Indian to do so, because he is aware that anything can be 
done in India with impunity. Huge blunders may be 

made, people may be put to any amount of trouble by means of heavy and 
oppressive taxes, the State revenue may be tampered with to any extent by 
raising money for one purpose and devoting it to another, the Government of 
the country may be conducted by borrowing money to any extent, in fact any 
thing can be done in this country with perfect safety. Would such a state 
of things be tolerated in England even for a single moment? The Hindus 
are extremely sorry that in the face of the present impoverished state of the 
country, there are not yet wanting selfish officials to misguide the British 
publie by telling them that Indian finanee is in a healthy eondition, that the 
natives are not diseontented with the taxes, that the mode of administration is 
liked by them, that the inereased poverty of the people as described by the 
Native Press is imaginary, and sueh other things. All this is done by the 
Indian officials simply from selfish motives to the utter disregard of the welfare 
— country. True reform is impossible unless the natives have a voice in 
the Supreme Leaitlative Council and in the management of the revenue. It 


is fortunate that honest, thoughtful, and experienced politicians like Sir D. 
Wedderburn, who have the of this lg at saad, ee laid down their 
_ before the British Government that the natives should have a hand in 
pee management of Indian revenue. It is perhaps equally fortunate that the 
nfused state of the finances has been brought to light at such a time. The 
°Pportunity is certainly favourable, but it must be seen what comes out of it. 
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he Kalpataru (18) of the 22nd August approves of the petition of the 

a vor ke Indian Association of Calcutta to Ae Excellency 

"Advocates the ieee the Viceroy, and advocates the extension of the 

the license-tax to license-tax to the official and the professional 
get ) | classes. 


The Satya Sadan (20) of the ‘s iy i writes a long article advocati 
| the repeal of the Press Act. (The Nydya Sindhu (16 
Tang ey i ee of the 23rd August makes similar remarks.) 


«ns of the want of The same complains of the want of rain in the 
main in'the Alibég District. Alibég District. 


The Nasik Writta (21) of the21st August reports that slight shocks of earth- 

quake are being felt in the villages in the neighbourhood 

Reports that an age ee of Saptashring and Mulher in the Kalvan Téluka of the 

is being felt © Sik Zilla, Nésik Zilla. Loud sounds like thunder are heard 

pia among the Kem hills, and the principal of these hills 
is supposed to be dividing itself into two at the top. 


The Vengurla Writta (31) of the 19th August says that, while the real 
causes of the peverty of the ryots are the heavy as- 

Makes remarks on the secsments and the manner in which they are exacted, 
eee Billet yong —" Government has devoted its attention to what is after 
all a minor cause—the greediness of the money-lenders 

—and has not only passed a legislative measure to save the ryots from it, but 
has also appointed Village Munsifs in four of the Zillas to diminish the expenses 
of litigation, and Village Registrars to facilitate the writing out of documents in 
behalf of the ryots. But this is like applying medicine to one part of the body 
when it is seaihy injured in another. The only result of the recent measures is 
to place difficulties in the way of the ryots’ borrowing money for the purposes 
of cultivation and of the payment of the Government assessment. This results 
in their inability to meet the demands of Government, who are consequently 
obliged to sell their lands by auction, and, as no purchasers are forthcoming, to 
retain them. A great deal of land is thus fast accumulating in the hands 


of Government. 


The A’ryé Warta (32) of the 21st August writes a long article on the 

consequences of the Forest Law and the stig. | of 
the new rules of forest conservancy. People had 
great expectations from the accession of the Liberals 
to power, but there is little chance of their being ever realised. 


; | 
The Vasait Samdchdr (35) of the 22nd August says that it is a well known 

fact that hundreds of people died during the late 
BP ge fe the one pound famine on account of the insufficient quantity of the 

ration supplied by Government, and that several English 
newspapers have lately stated that the application of the one pound ration theo 
to the gaols in Bengal is actually attended with increased mortality. 
insufficient food is the cause of that increase, who is to be held responsible for 
s0 many untimely deaths, and what should be his punishment ? 


The Poona Waibhaw (44) of the 24th August is of opinion that it is now 
high time fur Government to prepare itself for another 
famine. People have waited with anxious expectation 
up to this time, but there are yet no signs of rain. In 
: several districts sowing operations have not yet been 
begun, in others the seed is rotten in the ground, and in others the tender 
sprouts are burnt by the sun’s heat. In the first place the ryots, always poor, 

ve been completely impoverished by the late famine, and baat A. the 
Government has thought fit to legislate for the purpose of preventing them from 
borrowing. There is consequently no one to take pity on them except God; 
but even _He shows His wrath by sending droughts. The Ind4pur and 
Bhimthadi Télukas of Poona Zilla especially are the worst circumstanced in this 
en A correspondent from the first of these td4lukas informs the writer 

t the ryots in that district generally subsist at this time of the year on the 
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Makes remarks on the 
Forest Law. 


Advises Government to 
prepare itself for the comin 
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eaves of the sweet-potato plant, of phaecolis aconitifolius, and of phascolus 
mungo ; but as they cannot get éven those, it is difficult to understand how 
they will be able to pull on. Although 4 still sells at 13 sers the rupee, 
there is no knowing when it may rise still higher, and to the ryots it is just 
the samie whether it sells at 13 or 10 sers. py mend y do we hear of the increase 
of petty thefts in that district, and there is reason to suppose that they will 
gradually develope into larger proportions. ‘Last time too these thefts later on 
assumed the shape of dacoities, and yet Sir Richard Temiple’s Government 
declared that there was no dearth and no famine! And when the crisis came, 
+ tuned its attention to the stippression of the dacoities and_ satisfied the 
starving ryots with a miserable ration of 40 tolas per head. However, it is 
better that Government should on this occasion open relief works beforehand to 
prevent the people’s attention from being drawn to the commission of crime: 
In thé Inddpur and Bhimthadi Télukas it may at first be enough to conduct 
the present canal works on a larger scale: | | 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 22nd August states that the road from near 

—. .. . the temple of little Behechurdji; outside the Wari4wi 

Requests the Local Fund Goats o the town of Surat, to the temple of big 
Committee of the Surat A 4 ° bist ° 

District to repair the road Behechuréji, is covered with a great deal of mud, which 

from the Wariawi Gate of the produces no small annoyance and inconvenience to 

town to the temple of great foot passengers. Almost every year the same com- 

Behechréji. plaint is made about this road, but it is never attended 

to. It behoves the Local Fund authorities therefore to repair the road as early 

as possible. 


The same -observes that there has been no Assistant Judge at 
Surat since the appointment of Mr. Tagore as the 
Requests Government to Judge of that district. There is much judicial work 

x lg ndge at -this station, and though the Judge works hard 

with the object of getting through it soon, he cannot 
finish it single-handed. He is now engaged in disposing of cases of three 
years standing, and new cases are falling into arrears. It behoves Government 


therefore to appoint an Assistant Judge at that station. 


The Bombay Chronicle (48), of the 22nd August, in alluding to the remark 

_, made by Lord Hartington at the introduction of the 

Olneenes nt: oe Fi sity revised Indian budget into Parliament, that any 
pes arth be curtailed, Changes in the civil branch of the Government would 
| not, he thought, effect a saving of expenditure, and 
that, after the strain of the Afgh4n war, the army required considerate and 
generous treatment, observes, that the army certainly needs generous treatment, 
but the lavish civil expenses require to be curtailed. For several years past 
sagacious statesmen have shown that the extravagant expenses of the Indian 
administration have impoverished the country and should therefore be clipped. 
The Liberals themselves have advocated this course, and yet when the time has 
arrived to do what they pleaded for, it is not right for Lord Hartington to 
express the above-mentioned sentiment. In conclusion, the Chronicle exhorts 


the natives to take contitutional measures to induce the Ministry to curtail 
the civil expenses of the Government. 


The same, in alluding to the remark made by His Excellency the Governor 

ioe in his speech at the late Town Hall meeting that 
Bap eg yg criticism which did not wait for facts and ede to 
ernor that criticism which #SSume that there was cause for censure, should be 
=~ ~ wait for facts and deprecated, observes that the remark is quite appro- 
oe ce ys ‘here priate. But Government should place confidence in 
‘<a °° we a ar and should timely make them acquainted 
2 with all administrative acts and measures. If this 
18 done, there will be no occasion whatever for public writers to draw on their 
PRE dae » and if any of them erred they would meet with public condemna- 
ae Even if the object of Government in performing a certain act be good, 
yet uf the mode of doing it be objectionable, the public writers will not wait to 


see the results of that act before they protest against it, for itis beneficial to 
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si “Government as well as to the people that they should do so and get the méasure 2 


altered at the earliest opportunity. The Chronicle fully approves of the remain- 
ing sentiments of the speech. , : 
The Bombay Samdchdr (49) of the 23rd August observes that though 


the straitened condition of Indian finance has 
Wishes that the Cooper's compelled the authorities to suspend almost all 


Hill College should be si public works, yet the Cooper’s Hill College has not 
ot Se wok oe only remained in existence, but also sends out new 


Engineers every year as before. Last month a large 
hatch of students was declared eligible for employment in India. When such 
a strict check is exercised over the construction of public works as to prohibit 
local Governments from undertaking works which would cost more than two 
thousand and five hundred rupees without first obtaining the sanction of the 
Supreme Government, and when a large number of Engineers already in service 
are without work, it is inexplicable how Government will be able to find 
employment for the new Engineers when they arrive in this country under 
the usual covenant. Lord Northbrook presided at the distribution of prizes 
in the College, and in his speech delivered on that occasion observed that 
the natives of India envy the Cooper’s Hill Collegemen, as by their appoint- 
ment the former have lost an opportunity of entering into the higher grades 
of the service, but that the latter should not envy the former. The advice 
given by His Lordship was uncalled for and unnecessary. There is not a 
single reason for the European Engineers to envy the natives. They are 
taught at the cost of India and are sent out under a certain condition, the 
higher and well paid posts of the service are reserved for them, and they are 
generally placed over the heads of the natives. If His Lordship was certain 
that the natives envied them, he should have mentioned the reason of it. By 
the establishment of the Cooper’s Hill College the natives have been prevented 
from getting the higher posts in the service, and for good reasons complain against 
the injustice done to them. His Lordship cannot be ignorant of those reasons, 
and should have mentioned them on the occasion, since they would have enabled 
the people of England to know whether the grievance of the natives was just. 
His silence on this point was therefore an injustice to them. His Lordship’s 
other advice to the students was that they should economically spend the fands 
which would be placed at their disposal for the construction of public works. 
If His Lordship has tendered this advice from his own experience of the works, 
it is really valuable. He should have also advised them to be affable to the 
natives, advice which is invaluable to every European servant of the Indian 
Government. 


_ The same of the 24th August, in alluding to the statement made by the 
‘Observes that treaty Secretary of State for India in the House of Commons, 


e€n- 


gagements should have been that no information had been received of arrangements 


entered into with Abdul having been made for the reception of a Native Agent 
a before evacuating at the Court of Cabul and that he believed that it was 
3 not intended to appoint one, observes that it is riot 
plainly stated whether it is the Ministry or the Government of India that do not 
intend to depute an Agent, and whether that intention is temporary only. If no 
Agent is ever to be appointed, it will certainly be a retrograde movement, since 
such an arrangement was never objected to by any person before the declara- 
tion of the hostilities, and was satisfactory in every way. Such a result as this 
of the expensive and long continued war will be undesirable, and hence it is to 
be hoped that the idea of appointing an envoy is given up for the present 
only. If the authorities have defe making terms with Abdul Rahman, they 
have placed in him more confidence than was necessary, or have been induced to 
take this unwise measure in their great solicitude to evacuate Cabul and to bring 
the hostilities to an early close. Whatever assurances the new Amir may have 
given to the British authorities, it is doubtful whether the authorities will be 
able to make satisfactory engagements with him after he finds himself firmly 
placed upon the throne, and after the whole of the British army has evacuated 
the country and returned to India. It is true that hostilities should be 
brought to an early conclusion ; but certainly not in a way which will make 
future peace ancertain, or produce other disappointing resale: 
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: e game, alluding to the movement which is being made some 

- = Europeans to obtain the sanction of adi Boor to 
‘Bequests Government ne the use of some convenient spot on the Back Bay for 
to give any per’ © hath. the of sea-bathing, observes that though 
| “a Bombay is surrounded by the sea on all sides, the 
Back Bay foreshore is the only spot where its inhabitants can take a quiet walk, 
and breathe the cool, fresh and invigorating westerly breeze; and preg 
numerous European and native ladies and gentlemen daily make use of it. To ete 
give any part of this shore either to Europeans or natives for the purpose of sea- alae 
bathing is to create inconvenience to all and to make an undesirable encroach- ee 
ment on decency. The applicants for the bath are aware of these objections, 


and try to assure Government that they will take care to insist upon the bathers cee 
xerrtag Bech and adopting other precautions in order to prevent decency being ee 
outraged or other inconveniences arising.- But it is almost impossible to carry oo 
out these assurances satisfactorily. It behoves Government therefore not to ae 


comply with the applicants’ and to inform them that the authorities will 
gladly provide them with a convenient spot on any other shore than that of Back 
Bay which they may select for a sea bath. 


The same of the 26th August, in alluding to the sortie lately made by the Jae 

besieged garrison of Kandahar and to its result, a 

a woos of Observes that in this skirmish no less than seven eg 
- = the siege officers and one hundred and eighty soldiers are said a 
to have been killed. It is not known however whether ‘a 


both European and native soldiers are included in the number given here ; and a 
if the former alone are meant, the number of the sepoys killed must also be very aan 
large. Considering the number and rank of the officers killed, the loss is great ‘Te 
oul} highly deplorable, and it is particularly so when it is compared to the slight 
losses suffered in the battles fought at Chardsiéb, Ghuzni, Sherpur, &c. When- 


ever the British and the Afghan forces were compared with one another, it was 38 a 
asserted that even if the former were one-fourth of the latter, they would gain a aoe 


decisive victory over the Afghans. General Primrose commands a force half as 
much as is possessed by- Ayub Khan, and yet the General’s force suffered a heavy 
loss in the sortie! Is it because Ayub is a consummate general while General 
Primrose’s strategy is defective? If the English General is competent, then 
the army commanded by him is wanting in courage ; and if it be not so, Ayub 
must be a great sce And if he is so, then he owes his Generalship to the ea 
instructions received by him from Russian Generals. The last supposition is oe 
not altogether unfounded. There was a probability of Ayub’s getting the aid vaca = 
of Rugsian officers while he was at Herat. His artillery was well worked in - age 
the battle fought at Kushki Ndékhud and inflicted great damage on General 2 
Burrows’ force. One-third of the number of his guns are Armstrongs. Most of a 
his soldiers are armed with breech-loaders, which are said to have committed 
great havoc among the British force which made the above-mentioned sortie. 
It is a very important question as to whence Ayub has been able to get the im- 
proved European weapons? The reply to this must be that either Russian 
officers have aepplied them, or he has imported them by way of Central Asia. If 
all this be true, he should not be considered an ordinary foe, and great care > Se 
should be taken to defeat and destroy his foree before he leaves Khandahar and ie 
retires to Herat. This is desirable not only for the relief of Khandahar but also {= 

for the preservation of peace in Afghanistan. 


The same of the 28th August observes that Ayub Khan should not be 


"ania allowed to escape to Herat. It is extremely doubtful ae 

; not _ ae Eble whether what "he has been able to do ‘as been ao 
escape to Herat. achieved by him unassisted. It seems that he has me 
machine _.. _ obtained the assistance of the Russians. After the . 
havin * os British Envoy and suite, there were many indications of their gem 
"A § & hand in Cabul politics, but it is inexplicable why the Briti ee 
ernment have not exposed their interference to the public gaze. The a 


nee may entertain any opinion they like on this subject, but the public 
polities stave suspicion that the Russians are at the bottom of the Afghdn 
eae even of the present day, the latest indications of which are Ayub’s 


ents and the great strength ofhis army. He has shown great gen ip pee. a 
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4. not allowing the British to get full information about his army before the 
by Me of Kushki Nékhud ; by effectivel a artillery; by saabing dalekée 
attack on the army ; by pursuing the 1 ying British force up to the very walls 
of Khandahar; by laying a strong siege to that fort; and by his successful 
repulse of the sortie made upon the village of Dehakhaja by the besieged. 
He must not therefore be considered as an ordinary enemy, and should not be 
age f th is glad that though Mr. Sayad Idroos of Surat 
ndent of the same is O : of 

ca brought a great deal of Tolasaie to bear on the Gov- 
Disapproves of the appoint- ernment to re-elect him for a further term as a member 
ment of Mr. Allishéh ok the Of the local Legislative Council, Government did not 
additional memir uci, Yield to it. He was in the Council for two years and 
local Legietast a half but did not prove of the least use. The vacancy 
has been filled up by the appointment of Mr. Allishéh, the elder son of His 
Highness Agé Khén. But itis said that he knows not English, Mardthi, 
Gujarati or Urdu, and therefore can be of little use for the honourable post of a 
Councillor. The public would have been glad if a competent Mahomedan 
gentleman of Bombay or of Gujarét had been appointed. It is to be regretted 
that though the Honourable Mr. Ashburner is old in the service of Government 
and is well acquainted as to who are fit for the 
the Council, he should have allowed the appointment of Mr. Allishéh to be made. 


The Jéme Jamsed (50) of the 23rd August, alluding to the deficiency of rain 
in the Deccan and the Southern Mardthé Country, 
Exhoris Breage om to observes that ag rahi crop threatens to be doomed to 
ascertain agricultural destruction, and ‘sufficient grass has not yet grown. 
> sesgrcer . _ power ‘2 if it rains within the next three or fur dark, the 
threatened with a famine. Pp ts will change for the better, but there are no 
such indications. And even if it rains, the crop will 
not be much benefited, though it may be saved from total destruction. These 
signs of an approaching famine make it desirable that Government should 
at once take the n steps to arrange for relief measures which may be 
required hereafter. They should at once collect information as to the quantity 
of rain which has fallen in each of the Deccan districts and the present condition 
of jhe crops and their probable outturn, and should decide without delay what 
relief measures should be adopted if those districts are not blessed by a timely 
fall of ram. Government should take particular care that the people of the 
Deccan are not exposed to the great distress which befel them in the last famine 
through carelessness in adopting relief measures in time. The experience gained 
in former famines and the valuable report of the Famine Commission ought to 
render good service to Government in this matter. It is true that there 1s still 
a month before the conclusion of the rainy season, and a good rainfall might 
improve prospects ; but the experience gained in the last famine ought to show that 
it is dangerous to make any delay in collecting the above-mentioned information 
and in settling upon the plans to be followed in case of necessity. It redounds 
greatly to the credit of the Poona Sdrvajanik Sabhé4 that it should have taken 
steps to collect the above-mentioned information. (The Bombay Samdchdr (49) 
of the 27th August makes somewhat similar observations. ) 


In alluding to the statement made by Lord Hartington when introducing 
ery eee erN the revised Indian budget into the House of Commons 
loan is raised by India sho that the Indian Government can raise a loan, if 
will not be able to meet fully necessary, to pay off the deficit of nine krores of 
the deficit which has arisen rupees which has arisen in connection with the Afghén 
war expenses, but that it was not intended to add 
permanently to the debt of India, the Rast Goftdr (52) 
of the 22nd August, asks, if the public debt is not to be inc , how is 
the deficit to be met ?_ The new loan of three krores issued with coupons will be 
devoted to meet a portion of the deficit which will then be reduced to six krores. 
If England pays the balance of 33 krores reserved by Mr. Gladstone to assist 
mae the deficit will be brought down to 22 krores. Tt cannot be believed that 
gland will allow a new tax to be im on herself to pay off the last-named 
“mount, and hence it is feared that India will have to raise again a fresh loan 
to meet it, and thus her public debt will increase. 
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“The (52) of the 22nd August alluding to the remark made by 
; —_— , ee Native Opinion (4) to the effect that the people 
Observes that there is believe that it is the duty of Government alone to 
nothing wrong in wiere provide the Military Relief Fund, and that to ask the 
Military Relief ah ss Aa assistance of the public in this matter lowers it in their 
subecripHon- eyes, observes that this sentiment is antiquated, and. 
considering the present times is worthless. The British Government and its 
subjects are not separate from each other ; the subjects are the rulers. Though 
the people of India have not been fortunate enough to enjoy much liberty, yet 
the very constitution of the Government which rules over them is a popular 
one. Hence it is advantageous to them that Government should give them a 
share in the administration and should ask from them more aid. Persons 
who depend upon their allegiance to selfish and arbit rulers may consider 
themselves as different from the rulers, and the work of raising a Military Relief 
Fund as appertaining to the latter; but people who enjoy liberty and hope to 
t a due share in the Government of their country must consider it a great 
advantage that they are not distinct from their rulers. In conclusion, the Rést 
Goftér quotes the words of the Honourable Mr. Gop4irdéo Hari Deshmukh to the 
same effect. . 


The same observes 


that the Legislative Councils of this country are so 
constituted that wise people consider them a farce, 
and the Councillors have gradually lost their influence. 
Sir Richard Temple showed what kind of farce the. 


ves of the appoimt- 
ment of Messrs) Graham, 
Gopélrso Hari Deshmukh, 
and Murarji Gokuldas, but 


disapproves of the nomination 
of Mr. Sassoon and the talked 
of appointment of His High- 
ness Ag& Khan’s eldest son, 


local legislature was, by making appointments of unfit 
native members. He almost destroyed the indepen- 
dent element of the Council, and nominated Mr. Sayad 
Idroos of Surat, who was very courteous to Europeans 


as additional members of the yt was quite ignorant of the English language. It 
local Legislative Council. seems that Sir James Fergusson wishes to make some 
improvement in this important matter. The nominations of Messers. Graham 


and Gopdlriv Hari Deshmukh and the re-election of the Honourable Mr. 
Murdrji Gokuldds are really satisfactory. ‘They are able men and will be of 


great use to the Council. The appointment of Mr. Sassoon is, however, unsatis- 
factory, and the talked-of nomination of His Highness Ag4 Khan’s eldest son is 
still more objectionable, since ‘he is quite unfit to discharge the responsible 


duties of the honourable post. It is therefore hoped that he will not be 
appointed to the Council. 


The same, in alluding to the subscriptions of ten thousand rupees each paid 
aes aus e by berg of Bhdévnagar sarge ae ¢ 
! e por Jun to the Military. Relief Fund, observes that 
sauve Princes and Chicis the amend of this fact by His Excellency the 
Governor at the last Tuesday’s public meeting elicited 
great applause from the public. The Princes of Upper 
7 India were also forward in opening this fund. Their 
conduct proves that notwithstanding the increase of dissatisfaction and uneasi- 
ness among them from several acts of the authorities, they are heartily loyal and 
are ever ready to render due aid to Government on emergencies. But care 
must be taken that their great earnestness in this praiseworthy matter does not 
outstep the bounds of due discretion. If rich Princes like the Géekw4d or the 
Thakor of Bhavnagar who have amassed large balances in their respective 
treasuries owing to the security afforded by the ount Government, subscribe 
large amounts to the fund, there is nothing objectionable ; but most of the other 
Princes and Chiefs are very poor, and recover from their heavily taxed subjects 
the money they spend in renderin g services to the paramount Government. 
They therefore deserve to be exempted from contributing to the Relief Fund. 
The Yajdén Parast (54) of the 22nd August, alluding to the recent striking 
6 out of the names of certain native gentlemen from the 
tho Justices ot tacts, Jist of list of the Justices of the Peace for the Island of Bom- 
Bombay still ibis ania bay, observes that Government are right in removing 
names which ought not to be {rom the list the names of sueh persons as have been 
there, | exposed for their improper conduct in some court of 


law, or have been found wanting in moral principles 


Aha 


16 


«ae by doing 80, the hi ition of the Justices is maintaimed in the public 
areas 8 eas sedge Mga names in this lst which ought act ts be 
there. Some worthless persons and some who have been condemned in courts 
of law for having committed frauds still bear the honourable office of Justices of 
the Peace which they do not deserve. If Government make a proper scrutiny 
of the list they will soon discover these persons, and their names should then be 


The same, alluding to the work entitled “ Ainul Mérif,” recently published 

by some Bohris, and to whose publication the Mahome- 

Suspects that the mionng dans of some other sects take an objection, observes 

es of the work entitled that the entire book consists of five hundred : 

‘ pia ey ian ol but certain of it (which are mentioned) 

seal wie. amounting to about 111 are wanting in the copies — 

published. It is a very important question what the 

missing contained, and why they have been removed from the book. 

The authorities can decide whether they contained any religious matter. But 

there is a suspicion that they contained political matter, since if it was not so, 
there was no reason to remove them. 


The Gujarati (77) of the 22nd August observes that in 1878 a war was 
declared with Afghanistén without good reasons for 
Observes that the British doing so. The British Government had no right to 
have not — gained gery send a political mission to Cabul, and the step was 
inhinwal Y tantamount to a forcible entry into a neighbour's 
house against his wishes. But Lord Beaconsfield 
wished to secure a “‘ scientific frontier”, and consequently war had to be waged 
against the Afghins. After the first war the Treaty of Gundamuk required that 
a British Envoy should be stationed at Cabul. Sir Louis Cavagnari was. 
murdered in Bala Hisar and then the Afghéns commenced the second war to 
secure their independence. Mahomed Jan and other Afghdn Chiefs made a 
strong opposition, and so much harassed the British forces as to induce the Indian 
Government to evacuate Cabul and to leave them alone. Butit was not done and 
Abdul Rahmén was made the Amir of Afgh4nistén and the third war was com- 
menced. Now the time has arrived not to insist upon any of the former conditions, 
to evacuate Cabul, and to return to India; and there can be nothing more shame- 
ful than this. Afghdnistén was not friendly to the British Government and 
will never be so, and the latter is obliged to abstain from making unjust demands. 
Not only has nothing been gained by the Afghdn war, but a large number of 
men have been killed and a great deal of money has been lost; and as to fear 
and peril, they are the same as they were before the hostilities were commenced. 
Cabul has been evacuated and the British army is returning to India. Four 
laes of rupees have been given to Abdul Rahman and more sums are promised. 
Is this because the British causelessly made a war with the Afghdns? The 
artillery in Bala Hisar and the fortifications raised by the British have been 
made over to him. Will not the Afghdén make use of them against the British 
on some future occasion? It seems that due discretion has not been exercised 
mm making Abdul Rahmdn the Amir of Afghdnistén. The Russians have great 
influence with him. They assisted him a great deal and he would not be 
ungrateful to them. If the British authorities properly consider the connection 
they have formed with him, they will find that the peril continues as it was 
before. The Afghans have gained and the British have lost by the war. The 
latter have only brought dishonour on themselves. , 


Native Siates. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 23rd August writing 
Refers to His Highness the from Kolhd4pur says that the people of that town are 
Maharaja of Kolhapur. greatly distressed to hear of the failing health of His 
tones Highness the Mahdrd4jé and of the way in which he is _ | 
ial oo They suggest three courses for the improvement of His Highness’ 
aa (1) he should be placed for some time under the care of his grandfather 
pu Séheb Nimbélkar ; (2) he should be allowed to live in the midst of his 
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family at Kolhdpur; or (3) some members of his family should be allowed to live 

with him where he now is. There is no reason why he should be guarded by 
- British soldiers. It is not only calculated to fill His Highness’ mind with fear 
and anxiety, but to upset his health altogether when he compares his position to 
that of Malh4rrév Gaekw4d or of Amir Yakub Khaén. If this should happen 
the sorrow of his relations and of the people of Kolh4pur need not be described. 
Such is the tide of public opinion in that town. If the Government should 
come to their relief at such a time, it will remove all kinds of suspicions from 
the minds of the people and give general satisfaction. 


A correspondent of the Suryodoya (6) of the 23rd August says that Réo 
senna oi Maia Jashbhdi, the Divan vf the Bhuj 
-Com| 4 tate, n deprived of his office by the Political 
of Msi Bho} oo Agent Major estes on account of aut difference 
— . between the two. It appears that Government is at 
present engaged in depriving all the Native States of the right of producing 
salt and opium. The Divan expressed himself on this subject to the effect that 
as the Prince was 2 minor, and as there would be a loss of two lacs to the State 
revenue if the rights asked for by the Agent were given up, he could not con- 
sent to it, and that Government were at liberty to do what they liked. He was 
therefore removed from office to get over the difficulty. 


The Dnydnodaya (10) of the 19th August says: “The sad condition of 

: ae the young R4j4 of Kolhapur is again exciting the 

” eam to the Maharaja of Compassionate attention of all classes of the com- 

oe munity, though naturally the Hindus feel most deeply 

on the subject. No one appears to understand either the cause of the unfortunate 

Prince’s malady, or to be able to suggest an appropriate remedy. Evidently 
the public does not know the whole truth about it yet.” 


The Din Bandhu (33) =? the 22nd = His Hee = the Mahiérdjé of 
, Kolhapur, says that, why His Highness has been made 
B. Si ot Ko 6 = to lead the life of a prisoner is a mystery which as 
exe et remains unsolved. The writer cannot conceive 
the object of Government in taking such a serious step. Should His Excellenc 


Sir James Fergusson make better arrangements for improving the health of the 
Prince, the public will certainly esteem it a great favour. He should have 
agreeable companions to whom he can talk freely and open his heart without 
reserve, and who could be better companions than his parents, relations and 
friends? Keeping him any more under the guardianship of strangers with a 
strict watch of two sergeants-at-arms day and night about his person will surely 
aggravate the distress of the young Prince. 


Complains of the conduct 


D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, | 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
31st August 1880. 
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| Politics and the Public Administration. 


‘an Spectator (1) of the 29th August, referring to the late article 
man aS Me Times to the effect that India ought to be able 
Comments on an article in to pay for the Afgh4n war without any assistance 
e London Times that India from England, says—‘‘The Times very innocently 
ought to be re a re i asks, ‘What sufficient advantages do we receive 
whole cost of “ from India in return? The advantages we confer 
are obvious enough, but so too are the sacrifices we make in conferring them.’ 
Now, we say, it.is fallacious to say that India reaps all the advantages and 
England only undergoes so many sacrifices in retaining the country. If the 
sacrifices are so many, if India is a strain on England, if she disables her from 
moving freely in Europe, why does not England, leave India to her fate ? be 4 
not let the a ong | be governed by her own people? In that case we sha 
vn hear the Philistine Times ventilating its affected benevolence and 
humanity. It will then say, to go bag and baggage out of India can never be, 
that anarchy will be her fate and that England cannot afford to show that 
miserable sight to the wondering gaze of the rest of the civilized world. But 
in spite of the Times, we do say that England reaps more than her due for all 
the sacrifices she undergoes for India. In the first place, are not so many of 
her song, who would otherwise have remained unprovided or miserably pro- 
vided for, now handsomely paid out of the Indian revenues ? How many have 
found an opening in the civil and military services; how many in railways 
and other great public works ; how many merchants find employment here for 
their capital ? And do they not all retire to their country after a sojourn of 
20 or 25 years on pensions and profits? Is there not a drain of 20 millions 
sterling upon India every year in savings and profits, which would have other- 
wise remained in the country ? However strongly the attempt may be made 
to controvert the statement, the fact will ever remain that India has been 
poorer by many millions since the advent of the British in India. So it is all 
nonsense to of the obligations being the ‘other way.’ There is not a 
tyro in Indian politics who knows not that such is thecase. If what is asserted 
in the English papers be true, that the Zimes is now an Avatdr of Whiggism— 
a Whiggism which is opposed to taxing the British pockets for payment of the 
Afghan war expenses—then, this key being found, the motive of the article 
stands plain! Then, we say, the Times could not have acted more ignobly, 
forgetting its manly instincts and noble traditions. ” 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 29th August, referring to the proposed revision 
on ae : of the rules for a admission of University graduates 
ers to the revisionof into the Revenue Department, says—“ If the previous 
ped vaiag tg ne ene rules are revised in the true spirit of benefiting our 
é alumni and encouraging higher education which is the 
Ge watchword of our Government, we think the Com- 
mission will have done their duty conscientiously and with a thorough earnest- 
ness of purpose. Since revision of the rules is to take place now, we would 
suggest the following three points for the Commissioners’ consideration :—(1) To 
exclude L.C.Es. and L.Ms. from the words ‘ graduates of the University of 
Bombay,’ and to confine them to B.As. and M.As. only—L.C.Es. and L.Ms. 
being professional men, need not be mentioned in the rules. (2) Instead 
of making graduates begin on Rs. 35, they should first be required to pass the 
Lower Standard or 3rd Class Magistrate’s examination and then be appvinted 
as Head Karktins, and after serving as such for 6 months, should be required 
to appear for the Higher Standard examination, as in the previous ruling. The 
pest period of probation, consisting of 18 months, 1s not necessary to obtain the 
; ev lonae required for that examination. It is simply a waste of time. (3) If 
is cannot be done, it is necessary to remove the cunditivn of ejectment from 
employment in case of not passing the Lower Standard examination within 18 
months, to induce people to join the service.” 
Reseias ai? _ The Indu Prakash (3) of the 30th Au states 
- aon Abaco ores that a new kind of cattle-plague is doing See aces in 
{pearance in the District of thedistrict of Barhénpur. At Chéndui a vanjdri (carrier 
hanpur. _ Of grain) lost sixty bullocks by this disease. 
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ative Opinion (4) of the 29th August, writing on the Bombay Mili- 
| si 2 Relief Fund, says that every thing in connection 
Makes remarks on the with it is highly satisfactory; but it cannot help ex- 

‘tary Relief Fund. aM ; ) : 
Miltary pressing its astonishment at the conduct, during the 
late famine, of the Government as well as of those gentlemen who opened their 
liberally at the late Town Hall meeting or sent letters of condolence 
m the msofaesil: How is it that the Government as well as the leaders of 
native society are now suddenly filled with pity for the ten or fifteen thousand 
soldiers who died or were disabled on the battle-field, while they felt no such 
- emotion, nor was any public — S called, when thousands of people were 
dying of starvation at their very doors? It is natural that the Government 
officials, who are foreigners, should not sympathize with the sufferings of the 
natives of this country ; but it is shameful on the part of the leading natives not 
to feel for their own coun en, nor to have called a public meeting for the 
purpose of raising subscriptions, and to be servilely subservient to the wishes of 
the authorities. Is it proper that they should show so much anxiety for the 


families of a handful of soldiers who died in an unjust war, when they paid no. 


heed to the sufferings of the millions of agriculturists who devote their lives to 
providing society with the necessariés oflife? It is not implied that they should 
not give any such assistance in relief of the families of those who died in battle, but 
it is necessary that every thing should be done in proper season. Itis a dark 
stain on the Temple Government that they should not have called a public meet- 
ing during the famine, but that fact ought not to have deterred the natives from 
doing their duty, and consequently their keeping themselves in tlie background 
on a real occasion for exercising their sympathy and charity, and coming forward. 
now at the bidding of the Government, is saloclated to deprive them of the claims 
of being called men. Again it is the duty of Government (which was duly 
performed by former Governments) to provide for the families of those who die 
in its service, and it is said that the present Government has got rules to the 
same effect. A fund was, therefore, required in relief of the ag eng 
only ; but strange to say, no mention was made of these in the Town Hall 
meeting except by the Honourable Mr. Mahammad Alli Rogay, whose words, 
however, passed unheeded. As these men were not Government servants but 
were pressed into the service to suit the exigencies of the occasion, Government 
cannot legally render them any assistance, and it is, therefore, hoped that the 
committee appointed for the purpose will take their case into proper considera- 
tion. Another important matter for consideration is that the relative amounts 
of the fund to be devoted to the relief of the British and the native soldiers, 
should be fixed beforehand. There is every fear of the greater part of the 
money being spent on the British soldiers; and the Honourable Mr. Ashburner’s 
speech on the occasion of the meeting lends support to such a fear. He said 
that the committee in arranging for the management of the funds will have to 
remember that the rules of Government make due provision for the support of 
the families of sepoys, but not of those of the British soldiers. It is, therefore, 
the ne of the committee to inform the outside public as regards the rules 
refe to and to distribute the funds accordingly. There is no necessity for 
doing anything to help the families of the European officers, because they draw 
handsome salaries and Government is sure to do its duty in their case. In fact 
the fund cannot be understood to be for any other purpose than for the relief 
of the poor only. Mr. Ashburner’s speech requires elucidation. Some people 
are of opinion that the sums subscribed for by the Europeans should be devoted 
to the relief of the British soldiers, and those paid by the natives to that of the 
ne H and camp-followers. It is also suggested that either the subscribers 
should clearly state their intentions or the committee should ask them to do so. 
= short the funds should be spent in such a manner as would be approved of 
y the people and no selfish motives should prevail. (The Din Bandhu (33) 
th the 29th August regrets that “our millionaires should not have extended 
err liberal hands in a similar manner towards the relief of the famine-stricken 
people who died from starvation during the late famine.” The Poona Waibhaw 
(44) expresses similar sentiments.) 

The same fears that there is every likelihood of another famine overtaking the 
Fears that there will be Deccan including Berar this year also and the minds 
snother famine this year. of people are filled with deep anxiety. Itis necessary 
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“that Government should adopt immediate measures for the preservation of 
‘gman life by opening relief-works and poor-houses. It is well that the Poona 
Sarva janik bha is engaged in collecting information on the subject. The 
writer advises the Government not to allow its attention to be wholly ab- 
sorbed by tlie Afghdn war.. (The Loka Mitra (56) of the 29th August makes 


somewhat similar remarks. ) 


Advocates & petmaiient A correspondent of the same writes a long article 
ssttlement of land reveniie in in support of Mr. Wedderburn’s scheme for a perma- 
the Deccan. nent settlement of land revenue in the Deccan. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 30th August, writing 

: _._, from Miraj, complains of the want of rain in that 

: ee —_— of district, All the crops are dried up, éxcept those pro- 

rain in the Mira] Siw’. duced in the black soil, which will hold out for a 
fortnight more. Grain is become dear and fodder is scarce. 


The Suryodaya (6) of the 30th August reports that several districts of the 

: _ Deccan, including Nasik, Khéndesh, Nagar, Shold4pur 

mings tee mn pag pros: and Poona, are suffering from want of rain, and that 
saci there is every probability of the horrors of the late 
famine repeating themselves once more. Generally speaking no drought is ever 
felt in the Konkan, but this year even that province is suffering in the same 
manner as the higher districts over the ghats, as is evident from the fact that 
500 khandies of old and rotten rice were lately eagerly bought up at Goregaon. 
The new Karbhiri of the Janjira State has bought up 100 khandis of grain. for 
the use of poor people in anticipation of the famine. Relief-works have been 
already opened at Maéngaon, while sowing operations have not yet been begun 
in the Bassein, Mahim, and Ddéhdnu tdlukas. Such is the state of things in the 
Konkan. The state of most of the districts of the Deccan is still worse. Indépur 
and other districts, which were once the granaries of Mahdrashtra, are now 
deficient even in the leaves of trees! Tradition says that if the day of new 
moon happens to be a Saturday, a Sunday ora Tuesday and the moon is on 
that day in her fifteenth asterism and the third yoga,* every living thing will be 
destroyed. Such a coincidence is to happen in the month of A’svin (October— 
November). The next new moon, besides, comes on a Saturday and goes by 
the name of the Famine New Moon. The writer, therefore, advises the Govern- 
ment not to allow its attention to be absorbed by the war, but to watch the 
enemy nearer home. The ryots are now wholly unable to cope with the crisis. 
Moreover the License-tax is levied expressly to meet such a contingency. It is, 
therefore, to be hoped that Government will not allow itself to be guided by the 
niggardly policy adopted during the late famine, but‘will with a liberal hand 
assist the ryots in their hour of need. (The Poona Waibhaw (44) of the 31st 
August, the Dnydn Chakshu (9) of the 1st September, the Bodha Sudhékar (8) 


of the 1st September, and the Satya Mitra (43) of the 2nd September express 
similar sentiments. ) | 
The Subodha Patrikd (12) of the 29th August, referring to Mr. Wedder- 
nities . burn’s scheme, observes that as the present system of 
settlement of landsevenue i, 28h assessment does not allow of the cultivator’s 
the Deccan. leaving a single inch of his land uncultivated, “ the 
h _ Only possible alternative seems to be that the land 
ould be allowed to lie fallow at regular intervals. Even iu countries, where 
ee manuring is perfectly understood and resorted to, the necessity of 
th Ows 18 not ignored. In India, where, as has been already shown, it is‘not in 
es power of the impoverished cultivators to manure their lands sufficiently, 
en pre td of i the land fallow at intervals becomes an telianendabhs 
the tion for its profitable cultivation. The rigidity of the cash assessment and 
fhe re principle of it will not admit the allowing land to lie fallow. Even if 
af tivation of the land to its fullest extent does not give a yield more than 


ent to make both ends meet, can we reasonably expect that the ryot should © 


on rs -- yr: his land fallow? Unless Government step in and make some 
on for fallows in the Survey Act, the exhaustion of the land cannot be 


* The twenty-seventh part of & ci ipti i 
: : circle d 
lating the longtitudes of measured on the plane of the ecliptic an used in calcu 


the exhaustion of the soil -will be prevented. Under the proposed tenure the 
demand of the State is simply confined to the produce of a field and not based 
on the extent of the land in the ryot’s possession. But this implies a breadth of 
view of the commonwealth which we are afraid has no chance of being enter- 
tained, much less carried out, in these days of sharp revenue officers, reckless 
Gnanciers, and irresponsible administrators.” 
The Arunodaya (13) of the 29th August, referring to the letter on Burmese 
: irs from a correspondent of the Bombay Gazette 
published in one of its late issues, wonders that such 
indications of the annexation policy inaugurated by 
Lord Dalhonsie should be seen even under the present Liberal administration. 
It was all very well in the days of Lord Lytton to raise a cry in the English 
newspapers on the cruelty of the King of Burmah and on the mismanagement 
of famine in the Cashmere territory ; but it is somewhat astonishing that a 
similar cry should be kept up under the present Government. The letter 
.geferred to states, that since the late Kushki-Ndkhud disaster the King of 
Burmah is somewhat elated by the hopes of recovering by force of arms the lost 
vince of Lower Burmah from the Indian Government, and that he, therefore, 
ai not desire to enter into any treaty engagements with them until they 
have restored to him his two brothers who are now prisoners in their hands at 
Calcutta. It is also stated that good people in Barmah are doing their utmost 
to get the country transferred to the British, and that the report that the latter 
have sent in certain proposals to the King is not true. All these statements 
appear strange to the Arunodaya. Similar statements about the cruelty of the 
King were made some time ago by most of the English newspapers, but were 
roved to be false by a telegram from Burmah received by a mercantile firm in 
Donte and it is not unlikely that the present reports have been similarly 
concocted with some evil intention. Even if it is granted that the King of 
Burmah is somewhat of a eruel monarch in the eyes of some Englishmen, does 
it follow that his kingdom should therefore be annexed? It is of course admittted 
that, as he is a neighbour, there should be some treaty engagements between him 
and the Indian Government, but that is just what he has been for some time 
trying to bring about. He even sent an envoy to India for that purpose, but 
was told that the Government had no time to enter into any negotiations for 
the present. He further informed the Indian Government that he was sorry 
that they should have withdrawn their ambassador from his court and requested 
them to send one. These facts clearly show that it is his intention to keep on 
friendly terms with his powerful neighbours. Is there any foundation for stat- 
ing that he is unwilling to enter into any negotiations until his brothers are 
given up? | 

The same states, that sinee 1867 the eivil expenditure in this country has 

i i risen from Rs. 10,82,23,090 to Rs. 13,48,80,000, 
management of ye 4, 2nd that on Public Works from Rs. 60,24,620 to 
revenue. | Rs. 3,31,20,000. During the same period the revenue 

from eustoms has increased from Rs. 2,03,00,000 to 
Rs. 2,37,14,460, and that from salt from Rs. 7,04,94,470 to Rs. 8,40,01,440. This 
shows that the expenditure is increasing in proportion to the income, This 
fact is greatly to be deplored, because it is reasonable to expect that the in- 
creased revenue should be devoted to paying off the national debt and to ereat- 
ng a surplus. It is extremely strange that the Government should adopt 
a policy which will always keep them.in debt and under the necessity of 
increasing the revenue. 

The same complains of the insufficient rainfall in the Thana Collectorate, 
sagan of the want of and states that the total quantity of rain in that 
teat rene Sl. district up to date has been 61 inches only. 

The NV yaya Sindhu (1 2) of the 30th August writes a long article on the 

Comments I'orest Law and the new rules lately passed-by the 
Law. m Me Fat Koccnt Conference held at Poona. TT he Ratimente 


are similar to those of many other papers noticed in 
preyious summaries. ; 


‘ieee as , ts ee cucnppeait of eee | of rain in the 
eguag OF Ahmednagar Ahm i and states t there is a lar 
a pcs number of beggars in the town. - 

ru (18) of the 29th August in a long article discusses the 
7” Kaipaters 0) advantages to India from a Tiel administration. 
It is easier to say a thing thantodoit. This maxim 
is fully eainsangeeon by a anaes 7% oe Liberal 
ni owin power. When they were not in office they were lou 
— cae ie to India by sueh oppressive measures of the Conieeeetine 
‘Government as the License-tax and the Press Act, and by the Afghdn war; 
but now that they are in power, they are trying to shirk their duties in a 
thousand ways. The war is still going on and is assumnng a threatening 
aspect, not to speak of the waste of Indian money on its account. The License- 
tax must remain on account of the extravagance of the Government, and the 
Press Act, which has suppressed all honest criticism of the doings of the local 
officers, is a fixture. On the whole it does not seem likely that the country will 
be profited by the Liberal administration any more than by the Conservative. 


The same reports that the télukas of Malsiras, Séngola, Karméla and 
ie ites Madha are severely suffering from the want of rain, 
the Sholépar district and that the to aes Ho rain in the Shold4pur 


_ ge the 27th instant was 


are suffering from absence of Zilla during the week endi 
rain. 17 cents only. 


The same reports that some a 98 servant of the railway company has 

st omen ber assaulted and done great personal injury to a distin- 

re eager oth servant guished merchant of Sholdpur as well as to the driver 

on @ distinguished merchant of his tonga. If other people had not interfered it 
of Sholépur and his servant. would have resulted in murder. 


The Khandesh Wa:bhaw (19) of the 27th August reports that the total 

_ quantity of rain in that zilla up to date is 6°74 

Reports that sufficient ram inches only. In the Sinkhed and other tdlukas 

a “ee eased sowing operations have not been begun and in other 

: parts the crops are dried up. Prices of grain are 
rapidly rising and the cattle are suffering from want of fodder. 


The Nasik Writta (21) of the 28th August reports 
Bg ago i ™ that there is no rain in the Nasik Zilla and that the 
. bdjrt crops are withering. 


A eorrespondent of the Satya Shodhak (23) of the 29th Au writi 
from Sangameshvar, reports that the ernfall ge 
i sing ed _— date in that district is insufficient for the purposes of 
sinus Mine. &" cultivation, that the ndchni crop is already destroyed, 
and that corn is become very dear especially at 


Devarukh. 
The Dharwar Writta (25) of the 26th August 


anette nag of complains of the want of rain in the Dhdrwér Zilla 


and advises the opening of relief-works in that district. 
The Shiwaji (27) of the 27th August, writing on the state of the Deccan > 


ryots, is sorry that they should be in such a deplor- 
able condition. Considering the amount of work they 
do in the fields, it is but just that they should get 
sufficient food and decent clothes; but as a matter of fact it is found that the 
are half starved and have no clothing except a small rag to cover their naked- 
ness. Should this be the condition of the descendants of those brave and 
stalwart soldiers who planted the Mardthé flag on inaccessible forts and con- 
uered the Moguls and the Nizam? They are inured to toil, but a process of 
slow starvation has given them a gaunt and sickly appearance; they have 
sunken eyes and sunken cheeks, and are reduced to mere skeletons. The cause 
of all this change is poverty, which is irremediable by such enactments as the 
Agricultarists’ Relief Act. Nor can it be said that that poverty is owing to 
prodigal habits on the part of the ryots. Such a supposition only betrays 


_Makes remarks on the con- 
dition of the ryote. 
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ignorance of their habits and mode of life. The true cause of that po is 
not far to seek—it is the insofficient quantity of land in the possession of the 
| In any business undertaken for the purposes of life it is necessary that 


the -scumstanees. ‘The small lands in the possession of the ryots do not 
pt them with more than what ean maintain them for about four months in 
rad year. How can they maintain themselves on one or two or even ten acres 
ofland ? It seems that a family of five or six individuals ought to have at 
least fifteen acresof land. Very few of the ryots possess as much, and those 
that do are never indebt. The true cause of this indebtedness, therefore, is the 
-asufieient quantity of land in the possession of each individual. If this want 
is supplied, or even if the existing lands are not allowed to be divided between 
the children on the death of the father, as is the prevailing practice, the true 
remedy will have been adopted to cure the disease. The law of primogeniture 
must first be introduced. When it is once established that the land belongs to 


the eldest surviving son, the other eldren who now remain idle and do nothing 


to augment or even to keep up the common stock, will naturally seek other 


means of livelihood and will relieve the land from the burden of having to 


too many members of the family. The greater the number of wealthy 
jand-holders in a-country, the greater is the strength of the Government. 


A correspondent of the same, writing on the prospects of the season, says 
that the crops are in good condition from Poona up 
Describes the state of the 


to Kapur-ohol, a distance of about twenty-four miles 
hid. y from Poona to Kar- othe. road to Sétéra. From that place up to the 


Niré bridge the rainfall is moderate and the crops are 
not in danger; but from that bridge up to Sdtdra there is no rain and the crops 
are dried up. ‘The cattle of these parts are suffering severely, as there is very 
little fodder to be had, and of about two hundred rivulets between the Nira and 
Sdtéra not more than fifteen have any water left in them. The people too are 
slowly leaving the villages. From Sdtara to Karhdd the richness of the soil 
has sustained the standing erops, but if it should not rain soon, they too will 
be lost. ‘ It is therefore hoped that Government will adopt measures to mitigate 
the snfferings of the people from the approaching famine. 


The Dayén Sdgar (29) of the 30th August, commenting on the prospects of 

_ the season, advises the construction of a railroad from 

of erates, the constraction Hubli to Sholépur with the assistance of the Native 
railroad from Hybli to — -e 

Sholépur. States through whose territories it may pass, as the 

) best mode of affording relief to the ryots of the South- 

ern Mardthé Country. The sentiments are a repetition of those expressed by 


the same paper on.a former occasion and noticed in the weekly summary ending 
the 22nd of August, 2 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Gajendragad, complains that 
EA, es there is no good road from Kalddgi to that town nor 
ia Kelidgi to Goes. is there an adequate supply of water in its neighbour- 
dragad. hood. It is, therefore, hoped that the Collector of 
Ralidas will direct his attention to these wants of the 

people, 


The Vengurla Writta (31) of the 26th August supports the movement for 
Advocates a permanent 2 permanent settlement of land revenue in the Deccan 


settlement of land revenue in and describes the evil consequences of the Agricul- 
oo Deen, turists’ Relief Act. 

The Aryawarta (32) of the 28th August, in a long article on the Afghén 
Comments onthe Afchan 2! 8#ys that nothing has been gained by that war 
war. boas . except a great loss of life and of twenty crores, of 


_Tupees, not to mention the permanent burden on the 
Indian exchequer of retaining the conquered provinces. 


sncome resulting from it minus the expenditure should suffice to keep one in | 
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te A ae De i“ » ihe at 
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- he game complains of the want of rain in the Khéndesh district. The 
: til, kapashi, and jodri crops are lost, and the bdjri 

Makes remarks on crop will share the same fate if no rain should fall in 
prospects of the season. the course of the next few days. The sufferings of 


the cattle cannot be described. There is every fear of a famine and prices are 
already rising. 


A correspondent of the same complains that the 
Complains that the dhar- dharmashdld at Bhusdwul is in very bad condition 


malhlit, * — “™ . and that travellers are put to much inconvenience in 
ae consequence. 


The Jalgaon Samachar (34) of the 29th August reports that a new kind of 

a cattle-disease has app at Paélaghi in the Erandol 

Reports that anew kindof ‘T4Juka of the Khandesh Zilla, which destroys cattle 
egg Ka Cre gery the at the rate of seven or eight per day. One day some 
Khindesh Zilla. Mahdrs took out the heart of a she-buffalo that died 
of this disease and hung it on a peg in their house, 


but it took fire of itself and burnt away. : 


The Gujardt Miira (45) of the 29th August states that latterly whenever 
people went to the Savings Bank at Surat to deposit 
Observes that the Govern- a sum and paid the amount in eash, such rupees as 
eur about — gs oA were found to have become light from long use, or 
ee ae proc sity made were 2 little clipped at the edges, were cut into pieces 
in regard to them. and returned to the owner who thus suffered a loss 
for no fault of his. The Mitra protested against this 
proceeding of the bank authorities, and Government have thereupon ruled that 
twenty rupees only of the above description should be accepted from a person 
who is going to'deposit five hundred rupees in the bank. This ruling 1s evi- 
dently not sufficient to remove the injustice complained of. Why should not 
. all the rupees which have lost in weight from long use or have been a little 
clipped at the edges be received by the bank? All such rupees are genuine 
coin whieh ought not to be refused or destroyed at the risk of the depositor. 


The same, in alluding to the circular order issued under date the 30th 
‘Cbiieta we the cirealar order J uly last by the Educational Inspector, N. D., instruct- 
issued by the Educational ing masters of Government schools to admit the 
Inspector, N. D., for the ad- children of Dheds, Bhangis, and other outeastes when 
Dheds, Ms the see ~~ they apply for admission into the schools, observes 
RCS —. ov that though Government know perfectly well that the 

: : higher elasses of the Hindus as well as P4rsis cannot 
associate with Bhangis, and the former not even with Dheds and other low 
castes, the above-mentioned order has nevertheless been issued. It, therefore, 
means either that Government have ignored the solemn promise given by Her 
: Majesty the Queen in 1859 on the occasion of her assumption of the direct rule 

of this country, that nothing will be done to hurt the religious feelings of any 
subject of the realm, and have, therefore, adopted such arbitrary measures, or 
that they do not wish to give education to their subjects any more and want to 
close the schools. It is true that Dheds, Bhangis, and other low eastes are as much 
ne beings as other men are, and no objection need be taken to touch them ; 
te since they follow dirty occupations, the mind so much revolts from touching 
th m, that persone following similar occupations are kept aloof even among 
= cl societies of Europe. In India the custom of not touching ~ 
wae is of old standing and is not likely to be soon abolished. The circular 
wae is sure to drive away children of the higher classes from ‘the schools. 
. meyer it may be observed that much objection may not be taken to the 
he gy of the order to institutions maintained from the imperial fund ; but 
Dheds € sopnot be said about the schools supported from the local funds. 
this notte: gis and other low castes do not contribute to this fund, and hence 
rie ce tions maintained from it ought to be exempted from the application 
order. ‘Trul speaking the order ought to be abolished and new schools 


for the children of heds, Bhangis, &c., should, if necessary, be opened. 
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The Hitechchhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 26th August, but received on 
: | the 30th, observes that it appears that Lord Lytton 
Prays the Government of and Sir John Strachey were as unreasonable in the . 
™ collection of the tyrannical license-tax as they were in 
regard to calculating the expenses of the Afghdén war. 
That tax is said to be nominally levied in proportion to income. _ It is believed 
however that it was first determined that a certain revenue should be raised 
from it, and orders were issued to the subordinate Governments to realize so 
much from their respective jurisdictions ; the latter instructed each of the 
Collectors under them to collect so much from the zillas under their respective 
control, and the last ordered the md4mlatdérs to produce a certain amount from 
each of the villages in their charge. ‘Though the H: etechchhu 1s unable to assert 
that this has occurred in other zillas, yet it has received information from a 
reliable source that the remark applies at least to the Ahmedabad Zilla. If this 
be true, the manner in which the tax is levied cannot be held to be legal. 
It would not be out of place to state that to enable the authorities to practise 
this oppression successfully an appeal against over-assessment is not allowed 
by the law beyond the Collector of the district. The people have been much 
‘oppressed in the name of this tax, and the public have to thank Lord Lytton 
and Sir John Strachey for it. They levied it under the false plea of providing 
for future famines, but it was really for the purpose of enabling the Government 
to carry on the Afghan war. The reason why the professional and the official 
classes were exempted from it seems to be no other than partiality to Euro 
and the desire that the oppression should not be exposed. It 1s hoped, there- 
fore, that Lord Ripon will relieve the ryots from the tax and earn their heart- 
felt gratitude. 


The same observes that the Gujardt Mitra (45) frequently prays Govern- 
ment to appoint an Assistant Judge at Surat in order 
Observes that Surat does to afford due convenience to the people of that dis- 


ot get an Assistant Judge : : ; 
ae ee Taaete, tho Des, trict, but that it forgets thatto give a Euro 


; ; Assistant to Mr. Tagore, who is a native, would be 
ee derogatory to Go sania as well as to the officer 
who would be so appointed. When Mr. Tagore was District Judge at Ahmed- 
abad he had no assistant, and the people of the district suffered much in- 
convenience thereby. The Mitra requests Government to appoint a native to 
the Assistant’s post if no European can be found. Here again the Mitra in | 
the opinion of the writer forgets that the posts reserved for the covenanted — 
civilians are not to be given away to natives frequently but at long intervals 


only. It should, therefore, discontinue troubling Government any more in this 
matter. 


The same observes that the tickets issued to 


se ge go se Hekate passengers on the Rajputana State Railway line are 


Dailwer line shseld le ucieh, printed in English only, and consequently people 
ed in English and Gujarati,  ©Xperience some inconvenience. It will be well, 
therefore, to print them both in English and Gujarati. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (49) of the 30th August, in alluding to the Bill 


A ‘ drawn up by the Honourable Mr. Stokes of the 
Pproves the Bill to ; =i as ‘ . = 
extend the jurisdiction of the Viceregal Legislative Council, to extend the juris- 


S - diction of the Presidency Small Cause Courts, observes 
a Seanraaig oo that the proposal to extend the jurisdiction to two 
; thousand rupees appears unobjectionable, since there 
is no doubt that parties find it more easy and convenient to prosecute claims 
in the Small Cause Court than in the High Court, and claims for two 
thousand rupees may be held as small causes considering the importance of the 
: residence towns. At present if one of the parties toa suit in the Small Cause 
ing 18 dissatisfied with the decision of a judge, the appeal is heard by a full 

a9 of the court, and its decision is held final, unless it is found necessary to 
7 er the case to the High Court on account of any difficult and intricate question 
of law. The honourable framer of the Bill wishes to preserve this procedure 
rr regards the present pecuniary jurisdiction of the court, ‘but pro that 

oo on suits for sums above one thousand rupees should be made a 


: Pp 
able directly to the High Court, This proposal should also be adopted, since it 


ieee 
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es all objections to the extended jurisdiction. The third proposal of thé 
honourable member is that the Small Cause Court should have jurisdiction to 
dispose of claims to immoveable property and testamentary rights of the valué 
of rupees two thousand and under, as well as applications for insolvency by 


others than merchants when the liabilities of the insolvent are under that — 


amount. This proposal is also unobjectionable, as it will relieve parties from 
much of the expense and trouble of prosecuting their claims in the High Court. 
But in these cases also the decisions of the original court should be made appeal- 
able to the High Court, since there is a probability of sonie claims being found 
very intricate. : 
The same of the 31st August, in alluding to the notification in the Calcutta 
. Government Gazette that two scholarships of £200 a 
Prars Government tomake year each have been opened for the jribenten of the 
efforts on a a to Calcutta University at the Royal Agricultural College 
give the people of tis coun oe Cirencester, observes that the measure deserves to 
try scientific agricultural z a ‘ ms . 
odacitiohs. be hailed with joy. But considering the large extent 
of the Indian Empire and the great importance of the 
subject, the two scholarships are a very small provision. India is mainly an 
apriculttiral country and a large proportion of its population is engaged in the 
cultivation of the soil. However, its produce has considerably decreased, and the 
r ryots suffer great distress from the small returns. It is highly desirable, 
therefure, that the Indian art of agriculture should be so improved as to enable 
the soil to yield more profit than is obtained at present. On an enquiry into 
the cause of the great improvement which has taken place in the agriculture of 
Europe and America, it seems that the extensive efforts made on those con- 
tinents to give the rising generation of farmers a scientific knowledge of agri- 
culture have brought about this desirable result. On both continents there are 
numerous agricultural schools and colleges attended by a large number of 
students. In India also a similar effort ought to be made, as the single agricul- 
tural colleze at Madras, the three or four agricultural classes in Gujarat, and the 
two scholarships mentioned above, are quite insufficient to cause a rapid spread 
of scientific agricultural knowledge in this Presidency. It behoves Government, 
therefore, to open an agricultural college for each province, an agricultural 
school for each zilla, and a similar class in each téluka town. 


The same of the 1st September observes that the long break in the mon- 

Req | soon threatens to usher famine into the Deccan if more 
uests Government to . . . 34 oh: . a al 

communicate to the public 0d plentiful rain does not visit that province in the 

the relief meastires they in- course of the next week. The result of the labours 


tend to adopt against the of the Famine Commissioners who visited most parts - 


threatened famine in the of the country and made minute enquiries at a heavy 


pecuniary cost, ought to prove of great service to the 

Bombay Government in devising means to check the threatened calamity. But 
uothing is as yet authoritativel y communicated to the public as to what Gov- 
ernment are doing in regard to this grave subject. Perhaps they have com- 
menced to take steps against the coming evil, in accordance with the 
advice of the Famine Commission; and if they have done so, they shouldbe 
kind enough to take the public into their confidence. By their doing so the 
common people will get some consolation, while experienced persons will get 
an opportunity to point out the excellence or the defects of the proposed 
- oa During the last Deccan famine the opinions of several officers of 
Overnment in regard to relief-works or measures were found objectionable. 


r James Fergusson has no experience whatever of Indian famines, and hence 


ryare are fears that the defective relief measures adopted then will be repeated 
a also. If the measures that are to be adopted are at once published, 
xcellency will have an opportunity of knowing the sentiments of experi- 


— persons in regard to them, and to form an independent opinion of his 


The same of the 2nd September, in alluding to the Game Bill iaipemeeed 
Disapproves of into the local Legislative Council by the Honourable 
Bill. oe om Mr. Ashburner, observes that poor people have a 
natural right to the produce of the forests whether it 


belongs to the vegetable or the animal kin gdom. God has made the things of | 


NOOO LAA RA A SIE AG CEE NTE LESTE PONE: RBI IEE OP PR LNT TSS 
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for the use of man, and the public have a right to them ; rich persons 
ne ought to leave them to dir ate unfortunate brethren who have no 
means of livelihood. The poor people of this Presidency enjoyed this natural 
right up to a recent date. Hitherto Government asserted their seigneurial 
rights to the more valuable products of the forests and allowed the poor people 
to appropriate without hindrance of uny kind the less costly productions. e 
new Forest Act has deprived them of even that right and consequently of their 
only means of subsistence. They gathered or cut fuel in the forests, retained 
what they required for personal use and sold the remaining, earning thereby 
a few pice or about two shers of grain every day. There was no prohibition 
against driving the cattle into the forests to graze, and consequently some poor 
ple kept herds of cattle and thereby eked out their means of subsistence. 
The Forest Act has deprived them of these rights. Several of them subsist upon 
the game of the forest and the proposed game law threatens to deprive them 
even of this means of livelihood. The Honourable Messrs. Morarji Goculdds 
and Gop4lrév Hari Deshmukh opposed the measure on the same ground, but 
the European and other native members supported it ; and this creates the fear 
of its being ultimately passed into a law. The Abkdri Act has also caused 
no little inconvenience to the poor people by prohibiting them from drawing 
toddy from the trees growing-on their own lands. Hitherto they maintained 
_ themselves by these three means, two of which have been already taken away, 
and the third also threatens to share the same fate. It behoves the legislators 
_ therefore to consider how such people will be able to maintain themselves if the 
Game Bill is passed into a law. (The Akhbdre Sowddgar (51) of the same date 
similar sentiments, and observes that the proposed measure is intended 
to ea the trouble which European sportsmen undergo in hunting game, but 
it will inflict great distress on poor people. The Honourable Mr. Ashburner 
observed in support of the Bill that it will enable the Europeans and the 
natives to come closer to one another. The European sportsmen require the 
aid of the people living in the forests or of agriculturists to find out game 
for them; but it is inexplicable how their coming together will be beneficial 
to the public. Properly speaking the ryots are annoyed by the appearance 
of parties of European sportsmen and wish they would not come, since quarrels 
frequently occur between the two.) 


A correspondent of the same states that several grain-dealers (of Bombay ?) 
_ refuse to receive sound — of 1835 bearing the 
Staten that the Mirwéri efigy of King William |V. They say that the 
money-lenders refuse to re- M ° ; 

ceive rupees of 1835. érwdéri money-lenders do not receive such ru 


from them, and consequently they are obliged not to 
accept them. The writer hopes that the reason of this conduct of the money- 
lenders will be explained by somebody. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (49) of the 3rd September is glad that the present 

Pa Sa rae Government of India support the proposal made by 
PP ester Are reed ao Lord Lytton’s administration to reduce the salaries 
tionaries. “g of several high functionaries, such as the Gov- 
ernors and the Commanders-in-Chief of the Bombay 

and Madras Presidencies. There is more need now than there was two 
years ago, when the suvject was first broached, of making reduction in the 
above-mentioned and several other items. The present time is the best fitted 
for it, since the burden of the cost of the Afgh4n war presses so hardly upon the 
ances, that there is no way to meet the liabilities without effecting large 
uctions in the exorbitant State expenditure. Some persons advocate the 
abolition of certain departments and others the reduction of the salaries of several 
~ high y paid functionaries. Government should come at once to some conclusion 
on this subject which will not mar the interests of the State. They should also 


not forget to effect reduction in other items of expenditure which can be well 
subjected to a process of clipping. 


The same of the 4th September observes that while many experienced 
Criticises the bar native gentlemen consider that the proposed Game 


Bill will e detrim iol te He ieee See 
vanced prov e én 
—< = Bil byt they oad pa of the population of this Presidency, the 


onourable Mr. Ashburner thinks that they will 
derive many advantages from it. He says that the 
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Pill will effect an increase in the produce of grain, inasmuch as it will augment 
the number of birds who feed upon the eggs of insects which injure the young 
ts. In support of this statement he says that in several countries of 
aa and America the birds were destroyed in a wholesale manner and, 
consequently, the number of insects which injured the young plants in the fields 
-ncreased so much, that the people were obliged to import birds from other 
countries and to naturalize them in their own coantry. All this may be true, 
observes the Samachar, but that does not prove the necessity of the Game Bill 
*n this Presidency. Not only do game birds but many other kinds of birds 
also feed upon the eggs of insects, and the former are a very small portion of 
the entire number. The circumstance mentioned in connection with Europe 
and America arose from the fact of not only game birds, but a very large 
‘number of almost all other birds having been destroyed. Again, the honour- 
able gentleman has not proved that the absence of the game law has decreased 
the number of birds and increased that of the insects; that the latter make a 
eonsiderable havoc of the crops, and that the ryots complain about it. Truly 
ing the birds feed upon small insects as well as upon the grain in the 
felds and inflict no little damage on the cultivators. The increase in the 
number of birds which would result from the game law is likely to be injur- 
ious to the crops. The honourable gentleman alluded to the increase which 
had taken place last year in the number of rats in the Deccan, in support of the 
Game Bill; but the Honourable Mr. Gopdlr4v Hari gave him an appropriate 
reply. Though a kror and sixty lacs of the rats were destroyed by order of 
Government they injured the crops to no small extent. Was it in those 
districts in particular where these rats appeared in largé numbers that the Euro- 
pean and native sportsmen had destroyed the game? There are no grounds for 
any such assertion. The truth, however, is that scarcity of water had driven 
the animals which destroy rats from that | ga of the country. ‘The nuisance of 
the rats was an wocommon occurrence and cannot be mentioned in support of 
the Bill. The Honourable Mr. Ashburner has not given any proof in support 
of his second assertion that the Bill will create good feeling between the 
Europeans and the natives. On the other hand, it has been hitherto seen that 
incidents occur in connection with the pursuit of game which create an estrange- 
ment between the two. Disturbances frequently occur between European 
sportsmen and the villagers, and the game law is likely to increase their 
er The increase in the mee created by the law ages grr more 
rtsmen, who in their anxiety to secure game would trespass on 
te seenadl and more quarrels would « Mc between them and the villagers. 
Excellency the Governor alluded to the law of trespass as a remedy for 
this evil, but the ignorant peasantry is not likely to be benefited by it any 
more than by many other laws of the country. : 


The Jéme Jamsed (50) of the 3 lst August observes that the welcome news 


will soon arrive that General Roberts’ force has relieved 


Observes that Kandshar . . 
should be made over to Abdul Kandahar. Ayub has already raised the selge he had 


Ral <b ageae laid to that city, and is likely to retire to Herat 
General Bs at ~ ag *f by without confronting the Genseal’s army. It would 

eae not be a good thing to permit the Durdni Chief to 
acy 2 yaa since the British Govern vore® do not wish to annex Kanda- 
iar 6 indian Empire ; and there is a probability of his attacking and taking 
it after the British forces have snd it, and of he succeeds in doing so 
he is sure to march upon Cabul and give trouble to Abdul Rahman. e 
new Amir has given more than one proof of his loyalty to the British Govern- 
ment, and deserves to be presented with Kandahar. If this is done he will not 
fail to fight with Ayub and prevent that city falling into his hands, as well as 
to close his rival’s career, and to secure to himself the ion of Herat also. 


This will strengthen the Amir and confirm him in his loyalty to the British — 
Overnment. 


The same of the 2nd September observes that the Indu Prakdsh (3) is not 
® justified in making the remark that as His Excel- 

prclioves that His Excellency lency Sir James Fergusson is quite new to his work 
rwillduly consi- he will depend upon the advice of his Councillors to 
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. Bird- fill up the vacancy which will be created by the re- 

and Mr. Nagem i: tirement of Colonel Barton, the Political Agent of 
ew _ Kéathidwdr; and as both the Councillors are revenue 
officers they will recommend Mr. Nugent and not Mr. 
Birdwood for the place. On a consideration of the way in which Sir James 


_ has hitherto performed the duties of his office, it does not seem likely that he 


will blindly follow the advice of his Councillors, whereas it is quite probable that 
he will form an independent opinion of his own, and will adopt their advice if 
he thinks it right to do so. Again, it is not right to say that because the two 
Councillors are revenue officers they will recommend Mr. Nugent because he 
belongs to the same branch of the service. The vacancy should be filled up by 
an experienced officer who will allow the Native Chiefs under his control to 
administer their respective States independently, unless a wrong use is made by. 
them of their independence. Colonel Barton deserves great credit for having 
done the same, but he did not take any trouble to set them right when any of them 
erred. Though this led to mismanagement on the part of some of them, yet the 
i ence which was allowed them has benefited the province of K4thidwar 
a great deal and has endeared the Colonel to the Chiefs. The native Press re- 
commend Mr. Birdwood as he is an experienced officer and one who will balance 
the‘scales of justice more evenly than Colonel Barton has done, and will not 
fail to benefit the province a great deal more. On the other hand, if Mr. Nugent 


_ be fit for the place and has better claims to it than Mr. Birdwood, he will be 


ted to the vacancy ; but it cannot be justly said that because the Coun- 
alll are revenue Officers they recommend him, and that Sir James has adopted 
their recommendation without forming an independent opinion of his own. 


The Rast Goftar (52) of the 29th August is surprised to find the Chief 
Justice showing so much ignorance about the Parsi 
Observes that Chief Justice dress after thirty years’ experience. The ugly shape 

Sir Michael Westropp ought of the old Parsi turban is a common subject of 
re. to have taken 3 0 ser © derision, and one-fourth of that community wear a 
Sallciatiemn &: father , turban of an improved shape called the feté. The 
round tarban. latter fashion was introduced by the late 

‘i : ps ig who — a a Sultan : ig 
Turkey the special right of wearing the feié or a small turban befitting a mu 
The original yo pe prpagse foc and a shawl tied around it, At first 
the family of Mull4 Firoz and afterwards his disciples began to wear it, 
and now it is adopted by numerous Parsis, including the high priest of the 
Kadmi Parsis. The original fefdé has been deprived of its great weight, changed 
to a light cap, and of late some of them are made of Europe felt; but for that 
reason they cannot be said to be European hats. They are fetds or small 


‘turbans, and since one-fourth of the Parsi community wear them they are the 


head-dress in vogue. For many years past people wearing them have been going 
into courts of law and no objection need now be taken egainst them. (The 
Loka Mitra (56) of the same date expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The same objects to the appointment of Mr. Aga Ali Shah as an additional 

member of the local Legislative Council. He 
Rn itiy theappoint- no qualifications for becoming a legislator. He re- 
additional’ neck «quires an interpreter to explain to him in Persian 

member of the ee 4 

Legislative- Council. what is saidin English. Heis merely a good horseman 
he; _ but has no political or other experiences. He is the 
rar apparent to the Pir of the Khojé caste, but seeing how arbitrarily the Pir 
= ts that caste, the English Government are not likely to attach mach import- 
ina that position. A legislator’s office is one of great responsibility, and 
wie © proper discharge of its duties only an educated, experien and 


eligibi rson, who is acquainted with the wants and wishes of the people, is . 
fit to e. It is to be regretted that His Excellency the Governor has thought 


confer such a responsible office on the A The Yajddn Parast 
va. ( e ajdan arTas (54) 
of the same date expresses somewhat similar sentimen ts.) 


The Yajdén Parast (54) of the 29th A observes that Lord Hartington 
Prays Government io pamly stated at the introduction of the revised Indian 
extend the license-tax to the OUdget into Parliament, that the license-tax could not 
Professions as well. be abolished on agcount of the heavy expenses of the 
Afghén war. Since this unpleasant tax is to be levied 


eae z 


+n fature it is hoped that the Viceroy will remove the injustice which has been 
is being committed in regard to it. It is imposed upon the trading 
classes only, while the well-to-do professional classes are exempted from its 
sneidence. Lord Lytton’s Government became unpopular in consequence of 
this flagrant injustice, and intended at one time to remove it, but did not do so. 
It is hoped that the present administration will not fail to impose this burden 


equally on all classes. 
The Satya Mitra (63) of the 29th August condemns such of the rising 
generation of the Parsis as imitate European dress, 
of bart nay — and denounces the new and fashionable feédé or pe 
Chief w hat as improper. The Mitra expresses approval of 
Bombey 2 Pye ghd» Sir M. Wanttoun's order and sontaps to His Lordship 
mone the gratitude of the discerning portion of the Parsi 

- community for the same. 


The Kaside Mumbai (65) of the 25th August, but received on the 30th, 
states that at the end of e 500 of the book entitled 


Makes remarks in connec- “ Ainul Marif,” published by Miy4 Saheb Saraf Alli 
tion with the book gap with the approval of Najmuddin, the head Mulla of 
ge be haga Pu Ma. the Bohrds, it is stated that the work is registered ; 
homedans. but though three months have elapsed since its pub- 

lication, no copies of it have yet been delivered to the 
Collector as required by the law, nor has it been registered, for, had it been, 
it would have appeared in the Government Catalogue of Books. It is 
surprising that Najmmaddin being the Hddi and Peshkdr should have expressed 
his approval of some portions of the book. After making an extract 
from the first page the Kdside asks if the Mulla Saheb has not approved 
of the book who can be the writer of the extract? The author plainly 
 gtates that the three lines have been written by Al Mahomed Abdul Kadar 
Najmuddin with his own hand, Itis to be regretted that the book may one’ 
day give rise to some serious occurrence. Under Section 10 of Act IX. of 1878 
the author, the printer, and the publisher of the book are liable to punishment. 
After quoting the section, the Kdside continues, that for the public — 
Government ought to take at once proper steps in regard to this wor 
and that if the help of the Government Solicitor is given to the Kdside 
it is ready to prosecute the author who has endangered the public peace. 
Six months ago the editor of the Késide sent for Miy4 Saheb Saraf Alli and 
pointed out to him the dangerous character of the book, but the latter denied 
that it was so. It is certain that the said Saraf Alli would have done 
better had he not published the stinking matter which is so very offensive to 
_ the Khojds, Moguls, Sunis, and other Mahomedans. Since the Kdside com- 
menced to notice the book, some Bohrds came to its office to bribe it, promising 
at the same time to suppress the book, but it did not succumb to the induce- 
ment. There was a report that all the copies have been taken charge of by a 
Borah who has seen Sir Frank Souter to give him the necessary explanation ; 
but the police has nothing to do with the offence given to the Mahomedans. 
Every Mussalman has a right to get the writer of the book to give an expla- 
nation in a court of law, and steps are being taken in this direction. 


Municipalities. 


The Kaira Wurtamdn (60) of the 25th August, but received on the 30th, 
i ee states that the embankment of the River Watrak in 
of Kaira -uncipality that town is so much dilapidated that it is likely to be 

to repair the em- 
bankment of theriver Watrak. Washed away one of these days, and wonders why the 
Municipality does not repair it. If it gives way, the 


river is sure to encroach upon the town and inflict at dam It behoves 
the Corporation therefore to repair it soon. e = 


Native States. 


The Hitechchhu (47 ) of Ahmedabad of the 26th August, but received on the 
ee Ee 30th, observes that there is much forest land in the I'dar 
in regard to the Sur = State, and if due attention is paid to it, it will bri 
Vr the State of . : ) vie. 
dar. in a large income. There are numerous date-trees 


but not a pie is realized from them. If the people are 


r oy per a ae | eh le <a 
at: 


taught to draw todd and to use it, large quantities of liquor can be extracted, 
and: PT keds aetie saved for export to the surrounding districts. The 
Hitechchhu condemns the system practised in this State of levying transit duties 
-, several places, and observes that the rates of these duties are not properly 
notified for the information of those from whom they are levied. The atten- 
tion of the Assistant Political Agent in charge of the State is requested to the 


above. 


The Jame Jamsed (50) of the 3rd September, alluding to the disagreement 
which bas occurred between the Political Agent of 
Disapproves of the removal (Cutch and Rao Bahddur Manibhdi Jasbhai, the Divan 
of Réo, Bahédor ha ea on of that State, and which has resulted in the latter’s 
Jasbhéi from the P being sent back to his substantive post of Personal 
f Cutch. Be 
Assistant to the Governor General’s Agent at Baroda, 
observes that the people of the State are sorry that the Div4an has been removed, 
because he had introduced several improvements into the administration, rendered 
protection tothe subjects, and exerted himself to spread education and 
revive the arts and industries, and because it was expected that by his long 
remaining at the helm of the State he would increase its prosperity. Since he 
has been sent back to his old place, fit seems that he has not been guilty of 
carelessness or any grave Offence, but it is not right to remove a popular Divan 
such as he is from his office. Perhaps Government have removed him because 
they thought that it would be detrimental to their own interests to allow him to 
continue in his place, but by his removal they have done him great injustice. 
He has rendered invaluable services to Government and enjoys their confidence, 
and hence it does not seem proper that he should be so treated. Itis, however, 
to be hoped that Government will fill up the vacancy by the appointment of a 
deserving person who will carry out the improvements introduced by the late 
Diwan. 
The Guardti (77) of the 29th August states that a few days ago a resident 
of Navanagar wrote a letter to a frend of his at 
States that a resident of Jundgad severely criticising the conduct of the Jam, 
pavaneger bas beon banished his favourite Raghav Khavds, and his courtesans. 
‘cio ‘ue the write, of Lhe letter got into the hands of the Chief, who 
picion of being the writer of © sour £0 A . :.. 
a rewspaper communication, became very angry, and criminally prosecuted 
and sentenced the writer to two years’ imprisoment. 
The inquiry was conducted with closed doors and hence nothing is known 
as to its details. The Political Agent has made no enquiries into this matter, 
nor has the department ascertained how the letter went into the 
hands of the Jam. The unfortunate author of the letter was, however, 
kept in prisen for eight months and was then set at liberty. Recently some- 
thing against Raghav Khavds appeared in a newspaper, whereupon the writer 
of the above-mentioned letter was apprehended and imprisoned for a day and 
has been banished from the State without any inquiry. This punishment is 
apparently very severe. So long as Raghav Khavds remains at Navdnagar and 


the Jam is ruled by his courtesans, the administration of that State will never 
improve. : 


D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
7th September 1880. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 5th September, referring to Sir John 
: Strachey’s being retained in office, says—“ It would 
Wonders why Sir é pai seem that our Indian Viceroys, Governors and other 
Stracheys i, ~C=~tséChigh officers of State presume to think they are ‘ mortal 
os a gods,’ at least in this country so long as they hold 
the reins of their respective high offices. They may declare unrighteous wars, 
‘eook’ financial budgets, manipulate important State dotuments for public 
information, perpetrate glaring jobberies, waste public monies by millions on 
worthless projects, impose upon the people heavy and ill-regulated taxes, and 
et they may not be called upon to give an account of their misconduct. * * * 
the public denounce any officer, his brothers in office are ready to buckle 
on their armour to defend him. Never could defence of a fallen brother be 
more heroic. The delinquent is generally made out to be a martyr. And 
for this martyrdom he is baroneted or coroneted! What a code of morality! 
How anxiously would the manager of a public company, sentenced to undergo 
penal servitude for a term of years, wish to exchange his lot for that of his more 
fortunate companion in crime who receives the thanks of his Government for 
deceiving the public and at times is promoted and honoured in the bargain! 
Here is the Finance Minister, Sir John Strachey, who, after having been 
whitewashed by Lord Lytton, his aiderand abettor, is allowed to retain his 
seat in the Council and draw his salary of Rs. 7,000 per mensem. It is often 
asked why such an official delinquent is not removed at once from State 
employment ?- Nay more, it is asked by competent critics why he is not brought 
to trial? Surely, if India has, by the voluntary resignation of Lord Lytton, 
got rid of what they call a political assassin, what is there to deter her, by her 
public voice, from taking leave of a financial mountebank? But herein we 
despair of the Government of the country. Where unrighteous acts, involving 
disastrous consequences to the country, are allowed to be perpetrated with 
impunity, nay even made to shine as deeds of great public virtue, it is hopeless 
to expect anything good. The people may cry, but they only cry to deaf walls. 
Not until the British Government has received a severe lesson in the art of 
governing India shall the voice of the people be heard. In fact, the more we 
think over the actions of high officials in high places, the more have we reason 
to regret the present position of the people of India. Political morality seems 
to be at a discount. Political insincerity is quoted at a high premium, an 
insincerity which was never before practised to greater perfection than by the 
late Viceroy. It would seem that the road now-a-days to climb to honours and 
preferments lies through the practice of crime rather than by the practice of 
public virtue. Officials raise their towering fortunes on the broad basis of 
misdemeanour. Perhaps we have to thank the age for this discomforting 
situation. Meanwhile let India mourn her lot. Let her weep until one greater 
than Burke shall hereafter rise in the British Parliament and rudely awake the 
blind Britons to the enormous iniquity of the crimes their deputed servants in 
high places in India have perpetrated, are perpetrating, and may perpetrate, 
for goodness knows how long yet.” 


The same, referring to the nomination of Aga Alli Shah to the Legislative 
Council, says— What claim has Aga Alli Shah toa 
Be _ oe nomi- seat in the Legislative Council? What public services 
seat in the oe ,, ashe performed? What part has he taken in the civic 
Council. affairs of the community at large ? We will go further 
: and ask, what part he is supposed to have taken 
a the welfare of the entire Mahomedan community of Bombay? The public 
% . nothing of him beyond his belonging to a family which is said to derive 
= escent from the Chief of the Assassins. Further, that he is a good shot. 
ied we can have nothing to say personally against the Aga, but we do want 
sg od whether he can in any sense be said to be a representative man. He 
ate y the eldest son of the religious head of a portion of the Mahomedan com- 
to nity. He has had no education to speak of. Can sucha man be expected 
jo Loa the interests of the community at large? Can he even represent his 
Aga sie han ? We think not. We cannot help saying that the amiable 
Bh turn out only a china-piece, an ornamental statue in the Council-hall ; 
that, therefore, the Goverhment of Sir James Fergusson has put an insult on 


‘ ; 


aide 


ay 

i « 
ea oe we 

m7 re 


a 


swublic intelligence of the Presidency by a nomination so utterly unsuitable. 

= ag are rea to be found advanced, liberally educated Mahomedans 
-, Bombay. Why is not Mr. Rogay or Mr. Tayabji or Mr. Saydni appointed. 
Fach has made his mark in Bombay; each has made himself useful more or 
less. The abilities of each are unquestionable. Then why has the Government 
displeased the public by nominating the Aga? If we grant, for argument’s 
sake, that Messrs. Tayabji and Saydni are not possessed of sufficient means for 
the support of their dignity, we are sure there is no such pretext for the omis- 
sion of Mr. Rogay. The ouncil has for a long time past been degenerating 
as a legislative body ; but we expected better from the antecedents of Sir 
James. We were disposed to believe that if former Governors, not trained to 
constitutional government, made the Council an official body, powerful enough 
to swamp the minority of non-official members, His Excellency, at least, would 
have struck out a new path and raised the dignity of that legislative body. 
But it seems the farce has been re-enacted. Ifso, why is the institution not 
abolished ? It would be far better, as Sir James said, that the Government 
should legislate in secrecy, as they already earry on all other work of adminis- 
tration in a hole and corner fashion. That would be more manly and more 
honest.” (The Subodha Patrika (12) of the 5th September and the Indu Prakash 
(3) of the 6th express somewhat similar sentiments. ) 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 6th September, writing on the introduction of 
‘the Contagious Diseases Aet into Bombay, makes the 

3 Pay cn =.” following suggestions in connection with it. 1.—That 
7 the working of the Act‘should-be left in the hands of 

a special police appointed for the purpose, whose dress and numbers ought to be 
different from those of the ordinary policemen, and the women should be informed 
of this fact. 2.—That the Registration Offices should not be in respectable 
quarters but in secluded parts of the city. 3.—That those offices should be 
sufficiently large to accommodate the unfortunate women who have at present 
to remain outside in the sun. In order to adopt these suggestions a larger 
outlay on the part of Government will no doubt be required; but that ought 
to be no consideration, inasmuch as Government is determined to enforce 
the Act at atime when its resources are greatly crippled and when the Corpo- 
ration has stoutly opposed the measure. The English papers are mistaken 
in supposing that the women themselves have no objection to it, because of the 
four thousand public women residing in Bombay according to the last census 
returns, only five or six hundred presented themselves the other day for regis- 
tration. Now although it may be assumed for the sake of argument that half 
the number consists of either singers by profession or are kept, it is evident 
that upwards of one thousand women at least have left Bombay through 
fear of the Act. This shows how unwilling the women themselves are to submit 


fo such oppression. It only remains to be seen what benefits the Act confers 
on the community at large. ; 


A correspondent of the Native Opinion (4) of the 5th September, writing 
ilies sk from Kumta in the Kénara Zilla, gives particular 
is-ehi-aie ries — co instances of the unjust manner in which the License 
levied in the Kanara Zilla Tax is levied in that district, besides the case of a man 
who committed suicide on that account as noticed in 

the weekly summary ending the 22nd of August. 1.—A wretched itinerant 
vendor of sweetmeats named Timappa, who has a large family to support and 
Whose anqual income cannot amount even to Rs. 100, paid a tax of Rs. 2 last 
bess but this year it has been increased to Rs. 10. 2.—Another sweetmeat- 
rn a Reese Anant, whose annual income is about Rs. 150 and who paid Rs. 3 
: - and 1879, is made to pay Rs. 15 this year. 3.—A lantern-maker who 
: rmerty paid Rs. 3 only, is now asked to pay Rs. 10. Ali these individuals 


"i has land or any other source of income to fall back upon, and yet the rate 
oo we yctiiaoay in their case when it is well known that their business has in 


hi proved this year more than in past years. In 1878 a Gujar who 
8 livelihood by selling nails and other small articles made of iron, was 


earn 
a to pay Rs. 60 for his license ; but as he was unable to do so, he had to 


©. 18 property for the payment of the tax. On appealing to the higher 
authorities the amount was lessened by Rs. 50, but the trouble he had to under- 


for this Tc. eannot be described. It is quite clear that Government 
oo sot inten that the tax should be levied in sigh an oppressive manner. It 

«, therefore hoped that Government will be pleased to take away the power of 

fixing the amount of the tax from the present officers and appoint independent 
arbitrators for that’ purpose. Moreover as the expense of making an appeal is 
at present greater than the amount of the tax, it is also hoped that Government 
will adopt measures for reducing it as far as possible. 


7 The Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 6th September 

Complains that ‘wild i reports that wild hegs are doing great damage to the 
an pews J Cds tales crops in the Ind4pur Tdéluka, and that the people are 
the sd that the grain suffering much from the forcible seizure of carts by 


traffic is affected by the for- the police, because it has prevented the importa- 
cible seizure of ballock-carts. si) of corn. 


The Suryodaya (6) of the 6th September, referring to the report on the 
gaols of the Bengal Presidency lately published by 
“Refers to he 9 gag Government, is extremely sorry to read of the hea 
lity in the Bengal p mortality pfevailing in those gaols of late, and hopes 
that the Supreme Government will adopt speedy measures of reform in their 
management. : 
The Subodha Pairikéd (12) of the 5th September, writing on the introduc-. 
tion of the C. D. Actin Bombay, complains that the 
_ Makes remarks in connee- present sites for the registration. of the women, 
tion with the ©. D. Act m ops ae ; : 
Bombay. especially the one near the Girgaon Police Station, 
are unsuitable and should be changed, as they cause 
t inconvenience to the passers by and to the inmates of the’ houses in those 
localities. (The Native Opinion (4) of the same date makes similar remarks.) 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 5th September, referring to the first reading 
ete eee - re) “m for — of — is of opinion 
; ’ that legislation for that purpose is re unnecessary, 
| ee ee the Government far it, oertala tracts of lead 
should be reserved for the purpose of hunting, just as there are reserved forests. 
if the Bill is intended for the eonvenience of the shikaris, as it undoubtedly 
is, there 1s no necessity for interfering with hundreds of poor people who 
subsist on the wild animals and birds in the jungles. Where again was the neces- 
sity of bringing forward such childish and futile arguments as those urged by 
the Honourable Mr. Ashburner? Why not say plainly that it is intended for 
the convenienee of the shikaris? It is not true that the Government officers do 
not get meat while travelling in the district ; because asa matter of fact no sooner 
is it known that a certain officer is coming, than the télaka and village authori- 
ties keep everything in readiness for the reception of the local magnates, so - 
much so that even the attendant servants a policemen feed themselves on 
fowls in the name of their master. So also it is strange to say that hunting 
enables the officers to eultivate friendship with the ryots; because, although the 
villagers are sent forward to beat the bush, the officer hardly ever has any ocea- 
sion to converse much less to eultivate good feeling with them and in the case 
of shooting birds the villagers are not required. The Honourable Mr. Murarji’s 
speech was considerate and thoughtful, and he therefore deserves the thanks of 
the community for having diseharged his duty in a straightforward and manly 
way. The Honourable Mr. Deshmukh supported Mr. Murarji, but the other 
members did not oppose the Bill. (The Subodha Patrikdé (12) of the 5th Sep- 
tember does not approve of the attempt made by the Honourable Mr. Ashburner 
to show that the Bill is intended for the public welfare when it is really meant 
for the skikaris.) | 


The same, commenting on His Excellency the ith seed speech at the 
Cent meeting held in Poona for collecting subscriptions 
on Se Mites . 65 ch Military Relief Fund, says that His rpm ae 
cee reply to the utterances of the native Press on the 
aS pnuality of Government to provide for the families of those who died in 
ny eo War, 1s not satisfactory. As itis necessary to provide for the families 
ra ose who die in battlein the service of Government, that duty falls upon - 
people if the Government should be incapable of attending to it, but it is 


6 


certainly not creditable to Government to confess its inability to discharge such 
a duty. When the administration of public affairs is entrusted to a sovereign 
and the public revenues placed in his hands for that purpose, it is his duty not 
to allow the expenditure to exceed that sum on any grounds whatever. en 
the Government undertook the war, it at the same time took upon itself the 
task of providing for the families of those who might die. If it cannot afford 
- 49 do that it must curtail its expenditure. Then, again, His Excellency’s remark 
that the public may have soon to subscribe again for the coming famine is 
entirely uncalled for. When an oppressive tax is levied while there is no 
famine, especially to provide against such a contingency, the public cannot be 
asked, nor will they be willing to subscribe for any such purpose if a famine should 
really come. As long as it has not been shown that the Afghén war was under- 
‘taken in the interest of this country, there is no reason why the people should 
contribute towards its expenses. It would have been otherwise if it had been 
an unforeseen contingency. However it is hoped that the public will not be 
backward in assisting the Government, as the finances are in an unsatisfactory 
state, and for the sake of encouraging warlike habits among the soldiers. 
Although, as the people of England are as much interested in this war as the 
natives on account of the large number of British soldiers engaged in it, the 
question naturally arises, is a Military Relief Fund being raised in that country 
in the same manner as it is here ? 


The same, commenting on Sir D. Wedderburn’s statement that the increased 
: poverty of India is owing to the increase of popula- 
Makes of — - in consequent on the prevention of infanticide, satt, 
ital war, and famine, makes the following observations. 
Infanticide was practised by the higher classes of Rajputs only, and that too in the 
days of the Mahomedan Government. The prevention of that crime, however, 
as well as that of satz have had a very bad effect on the public health and 
morals by increasing the number of females over that of the males, which is 
exactly the reverse of what it was before. ‘The prevention of wars has also had. 
very bad effects on this country. It has smothered such noble qualities as 
valour, patriotism, self-respect and energy, as well as all the aspirations of life. 
The result is that we have a large, spiritless, and impotent population who lead 
a cat and dog life and who serve no other purpose than that of multiplying 
themselves. But as isthe seed so isthe fruit. As regards famines, they have be- 
come a recognized institution under the present Government, and as to plague and 
pestilence, which used formerly to recur every twenty years, they are now 
me as common as cough and cold. The Indian revenue is assumed by Sir 
D. Wedderburn to be 20 krors, whereas it is really three times that amount an d 
the tax per head is therefore proportionately greater ; but that will give only 
the amount of direct taxation. To it must be added the 20 krors of rupees 
which are annually sent to England on account of this country being its 
dependency, and about 100 krors which also flow annually to the land of the 
rulers through commercial channels. It should also be remembered that this 
country suffers much from its inhabitants being thrown out of employment as 
all trade is carried on by foreigners. All these considerations will show that 
the taxes paid at present by the natives are beyond their means, and that they 
have little chance of improving their condition even if they should wish it. 


The same learns from reliable sources that fodder is become scarce in some 

parts of the Khdndesh district, and that the people 

My appa a thereof are making arrangements for the importation of 
Khandesh Zilla. + that article from Shéhdpur and other railway statio 

Pp ys ns 

in the Thana Collectorate. It therefore behoves the 


hovernment on this occasion to help the people by allowing them to take away 
© green grass from the jungles free of charge. 


The Kalpataru (18) bs cen Sth September reports the case of H. H. 

Ref angdbai, queen of the ex-Gaikavad, who is at present 
the pos _ bate na at Sholépur in the greatest distress. She . not ° 
month] : allowed to live with her husband at Madras and the 
secbiill y Las wri of Rs. 500 which she received from Government has been 
: ad beat dt wn. She has therefore no resources to fall back upon and is in 
culty as regards her means of livelihood. She has moreove 
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her daughter Térébéi with her who is now of a marriageable age. She has 
therefore telegraphed to the Viceroy to allow her to live with her husband or to 
eontinue her pension, as well as to provide her with the marriage expenses of 
her daughter. The Kalpataru considers the conduct of Government in this 
matter as highly reprehensible and heartless in the extreme. 


The same complains of the oppression practised. 

nae kore peel by the Sholdpur police in cities ryots yee the 
Pholipur and sent to the service of Government and sending them to the frontier 
frontieras cart-driversagamst 4s cart-drivers. About 100 people have recently been 
their will. so sent against their will. es 


The Khandesh Watbhaw (19) of the 3rd September states that not more 
than six or seven inches of rain have fallen in that 

Makes remarks on the Pe Zilla, that the crops are withering, and that the cattle 
<0 mat — a are suffering severely from the want of fodder and 
water. The writer asks the Government to allow the 

ryots at such a time to take away the leaves of the anjan trees from the jungles 


as they supply the place of fodder to some extent. 


The Ndsik Vritta (21) of the 4th September says that although rain may 

| save the rabi crops, yet the kharif crops are lost to a 

oo the prospects Jarce extent all over Mahdrdshtra. Although therefore 
. no such famine may occur this year as in 1877 

and 1878, there is necessarily a great deal of suffering which requires measures 
of relief to be adopted promptly and intime. (The Shiwaji (27) of the 3rd and 
_ the Satya Shodhak (23) of the 5th September make somewhat similar remarks.) 


A correspondent of the same prays the Government in modifying the rules 

for the admission of graduates into the Revenue 

Makes suggestions with Department to take pity on those who entered the 

regard to the rules for the service of Government before the promulgation of the 
admission of graduates into . : a 

the Revenue Department. said rules, and while permitting the graduates to 

appear for the higher and lower standard examina- 

tions at any time they like, to order those examinations to be held in the 


vernacular language prevailing in each district. 


The same reports that two cases of dacoity have recently occurred, one in 


ints “te p the Nandgaon Tdluka and the other somewhere 
duccity, between the limits of the Nasik and Khéndesh Zillas. 


The dacoits are said to number about 50 armed men. 


The Arydvdrta (32) of the 4th September says that it is now perfectly 
Mok | evident that the hopes entertained by the natives of 
preg _ a Vernacuh, ctting some of the measures of the late Government 
Press Act. repealed at the hands of the Liberal ministry are 
oe doomed to disappointment. Itis now quite certain 
that India will not be benefited by one sty any more than by the other. 
With regard to the Press Act the natives are left by Parliament to the tender 
mercies of the Viceroy ; but what answer has His Excellency recently given 
to the inhabitants of Bengal who prayed for the repeal of the Act ? e said 
that he agreed with the petitioners, but that if the Press Act be repealed, 
another severer law will have to be enacted. It is as much as to say that he 
wished and at the same time did not wish to repeal the Act. Thisreminds the 
writer of the fable of the frogs praying to Jupiter for a new king. 


_ Reports that cattle-plague The same reports that cattle-plague is causing 


is doing t h : . 
| oe avoc in the “og havoc in the Amalner Tdluka of the Khdndesh 


The Din Bandhu (33) of the 5th September writes a long article on the 
Ps Parke the Verna. evils resulting from the Vernacular Press Act, and 


prays His Excellency the Viceroy to repeal the Act. 
A correspondent of the Puna Vaibhaw (44) of the 3lst August states that 
Reports an act of while his family was coming in a hired bullock-cart 
sion on the part of esate from W4i to Poona along the Katraj Ghat, the cart was 
seized by the police and the women and children were 
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eee to get down along with their luggage and left in the road, although 
re a Lief Saher of the family withthem. It is evident that this was 


done by the police simply to get credit for their activity, as Government could 
not possibly have ord them to seize the carts under such conditions. It is 


hoped that Government will prevent the police from practising such oppression. 


The Puna Vaibhav (44) of the 7th September complains of the oppression 
practised by the Poona Police in seizing labourers and 
others against their will for the purpose of sending 
them to the frontier as cart-drivers, and hopes that 
Government will issue instructions to the pbdlice not 
to seize persons in this way. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Londvli, complains that there is 

no school for children at that station, although there 

Complains that there 1s m0 is q mixed population of about 2,000 people. There 

school at Lonavit, are upwards of 100 children there who would attend a 
school if there were one. 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 5th September, in again alluding to the order 
., issued by the Educational Inspector, N. D., to the 
Onco more expresses in. Schoolmasters of his division to admit into the schools 
pen the Educational the children-of the Dhed and Bhangi castes, observes 
Inspector, N. D., for thead- that Government may have been induced to issue 
= - et eg ee the order for one of two reasons,—either —. 
— ment wish to lessen the State expenditure by closing 
wrceocemmeanans the educational institutions, by oe do not wish to 
give education to the natives any longer since the latter have become wiser 
by education and ask for concessions which Government are not willing to 
make. But it should be remembered that the order shows a disregard for 
the sacred promise of Her Majesty the Queen. Government, however, do not 
seem to care for the feelings of the public. If they are tired of giving education 
to the natives, they had better avow their object publicly and close the schools, 
leaving it to the people to provide for their own education. Perhaps Govern- 
ment are under the impression that because the higher classes of the Hindus 
freely mix with the Dheds and the Bhangis in the railway carriages, and 
drink the water served in the hospitals by the latter, no objection would 
be raised to the admission of their children into Government schools; but 
it must not be forgotten that people do not view in the same light what the 
do of their own accord and what they are compelled by othersto do. Thoug 
at the large dinner parties of the higher classes of the Gujard4ti Hindus the 
Dheds sometimes touch the people during dinner, they will not fail to raise a 
loud complaint against the above-mentioned order. It is much to be regretted 


ins of the oppres- 
gion of the Poona Police in 
e @ 


that the objectionable step has been taken when the Liberals are in the ascendant 


in Parliament, and when the Viceroy and the Governor of Bombay also belong 
to the Liberal party, who it was hoped would confer many benefits on India. 


The same observes that since such of the rupees presented for payment into 
the Government treasuries us have lost in weight 

Requests Government to 
on a pac won edges, are cut into pieces and returned to their owners, 
being long in circulation or Persons desiring to make payments into the treasuries 
which are clipped attheedges. get the old coin exchanged in the bazar for new rupees 
by paying a discount to certain individuals who re- 
ceive the old coin and again put it into circulation. It is also said that rupees 
powering the eiligy of King William IV. are not received in payment at the 
mbay treasury. It is not right that Government coin should be subjected to 
such treatment and that the public should be made to bear a loss. For its own 


rei Government should receive all old coin as it is tendered and get it coined 


The Bombay Samdchér (49) of the 6th, the Hitechchhu (47) of Ahmedabad 


Objects to the order issued of the 2nd, the Samsher Bahddur (58) of the 3rd, the , 


ty the Educational Inspector, Surya Prakdsh (46) of the 4th, the Loka Mitra (56) 
“ ed admit the children and the Gujardiit (77) of the 5th, and the Akhbdre 
as a ee and other Sowddgar (51) of the 8th September, disapprove of the 
schools, Government order issued by the Educational. Inspector, N. D., 

directing school-masters to admit the children of 


from being long in circulation, or are clipped at the 
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Dheds, Bhangis, and other low castes into Government schools. The reasons 
advaneed by these papers in support of the disapproval are similar to those 
put forth by the Gujarat Mitra (45) of the 29th August and 5th September, 
and mehr | at some length in the last and the present weekly summaries. 


The Jdme Jamsed (50) of the 6th September observes that though Mr. 
Tagore, the District Judge of Surat,- works hard 
Requests Government fo he cannot get through the business of the Court, and 
appoint without delay ®" any cases have fallen into arrears and are not likel 
Assistant Judge at Surat. rd agit: Mi 
| to be soon disposed of. This result is owing to his 
being required to perform the work of two officers. He isa native, and more 
than one European civilian has, it is said, refused to work under him as assist- 
ant judge because they think that it is derogatory to their social position to do 
so. This excuse looks strange. Many natives hold high posts and have 
Europeans under them. For instance, European district officers have worked 
under the native judges of the Bengal and the Bombay High Courts. Again 
European barristers and solicitors do not consider it derogatory to their position 
to plead before the native judges. It seems, therefore, that the plea brought 
forward by the European civilians in the case of Mr. Tagore is an idle excuse 
put forth to dissuade Government from giving high posts to natives, and it is 
very strange that Government should act upon it. It behoves Sir James 
Fergusson’s Government to appoint without delay an assistant judge for Surat, 
and to compel the civilian who may be appointed to that post to take eharge 
and perform the duties of the office, since there is nothing derogatory in serving 
under a native official. : , 


The same of the 9th September observes that those who wish that Kandahar 
should be annexed to British India say that if it be 
Observes thatthe British -evacuated the Afghdns will kill those who have been 
Commences ~~ cog loyal to the British Government, and that it is so well 
— "situated that by its occupation the British authorities 
: _ will be able to watch the course of events in Central 
Asia, and to notiee Russian intrigues in the direction of Herat. But the 
first reason is not a strong one. The English will not simply evacuate Kan- 
dahar, but will make it over to somebody on whom the responsibility ‘of 
proteeting the persons who have been loyal to them will be thrown. Abdul 
Rahman has been able to preserve peace in the country between Cabul and 
Ghazni, and has prevented the returning British army from being molested in 
any way. He has shown that he is capable of doing what was expected of him. 
He has also proved that he is the strongest person in Afghanistan, and the time 
for contracting a treaty with him has approached. If Kandahar is made over to 
him he will retain it in the interests of the British Government, and there will 
be no further trouble. If he be unable to take it over at once, the British army 
should be detained there until he is able to do so. If, on the other hand, the 
British retain possession of the city, a large foree will have to be stationed there 
at great expense which the Indian treasury is unable to bear. The making it 
over to the new Amir will also confirm the policy announced by the British 
Government that they would not annex Afghanistan, and will prove to the 
Afgh4ns that the British Government fulfil the promises they make. (The 
dtkbare Sowdagar (51) of the 8th September expresses similar sentiments.) 


The Rast Goftér (52) of the 6th September, in alluding to the objection 
alleged to be taken by the Mahomedans of Bombay 

~ Bomisttests the Police of to the publication of the book entitled “ Ainul Marif,” 
sons “PRR go —— io ©«Ssued by Miyé Sharafali, a Borah, observes that not 
for exciting the Mahomedang 2% Single Mahomedan has complained of it, but one 
agaist the Borahs or two designing Borahs themselves have sown the 
eee seeds of the panie which led their commanity to 
. leve that the Mahomedans would make an attack on them, and to shut up 
rot shops on two Fridays. No Mahomedan seems to have made any attempt 
excite his co-religionists against the Borahs; but one or two of the latter 
_— » who bear enmity to their head priest, gave birth to the ramour that 
© book had exasperated the Mahomedans, and have laid a complaint before 


k 
police. They have made the Késide Mumbai (65), a worthless newspaper 


gy oe 
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of Bombay, their organ, which has been tryitig to excite the Mahomedans 
‘nst the Borahs. It compared Miyéd Sharafalli’s book to Mr. Jalbhoy’s work 
ablished in 1874, and reminded the Mahomedans that the latter gave rise to 
7 tie disturbances. The object of this reminder by that worthless pa 
would seem to be that it wants to excite the Mahomedans against the Borahs, but 
it is gratifying to find that the Mahomedans have exercised their good judgment 
and have refused to be misled by others. The police however ought to place 
the Borah agitators and the Editor of the Kdaside Mumbai before the Magistrate 
for attempting to excite the Mahomedans. 


The same, in alluding to Lord Hartington’s reply to the deputation from the 
Patriotic Association presenting a memorial for the 
Observes that — annexation of Kandahar, observes that the answer 
er shows great wisdom and foresight on the part of the 
Secretary of State. The Rast Goftdr has from the first disapproved of the proposal 
to annex that city, and it is gratifying that the Ministry have at last come to 
the same wise conclusion. Since the terrible defeat at Kushkhi Nakhud persons 
who favour the proposal for annexation press its acceptance; but, as the 
Rast Goftér has already observed before, the signal reverse has proved the 
necessity of not annexing that city, and shown what risks would be incurred by it. 
The evacuation of Kandahar will necessitate giving up the expensive Kandahar 
railway. It has already cost about four krors of rupees, and yet it is far from 
being completed. It did not prove of much use to General Phayre’s Column, as 
that officer had to leave the line and travel through the Bolan Pass. One of 
Reuter’s telegrams falsely states that Sir Robert Sandeman has reported that the 
railway as far as Sibi has already realized its cost ; but even the Bombay Gazette, 
which supported the construction of this line, does not believe it. 


The same, in alluding to the Game Preservation Bill pending in the 
Bombay Legislative Council, observes that its object 

ng the Game Pre- 5, to prevent the extinction of the game animals in 
Gujarat, Khdndesh, the Deccan and other parts of 

this Presidency, and this has been clearly explained by the Honourable Mr. 
Ashburner. Formerly, when travelling in the Mofussil was comparatively 
_ difficult, the destruction of these animals for the purposes of food was limited ; 
but owing to the extension of railways their destruction has so much increased 
by the frequent inroads of the shikdris that, as represented by the honourable 
framer of the measure, the game animals and birds would become extinct 
within a few years if their destruction was not checked in time. He has 
suggested proper means to accomplish this object by proposing in the Bill that 
all game birds and animals used as food should be protected during the breeding 
season only. It is certainly a very humane arrangement to protect the animals 
at the time when they breed and tend their young ones, and the cruelty now 
practised by the shik4ris in this matter ought to be prevented. The honourable 
gentleman also showed that the game animals and birds were valuable 
auxiliaries to the agriculturists, since they are of great service in destroying 
insects which injure the young plants. In France, Germany, and America, the 
destruction of game animals was not checked in time, and hence they have 
me extinct ; and insects which injure the fields have so much increased 
that the people of those countries have found it necessary to import game 
birds and animals from foreign countries and to rear them in their own. 
He also stated that though during the last two years Government destroyed - 
numerous rats in the Deccan, the latter inflicted great injury on the crops in 
Consequence of the game animals and birds having left that part of the country 
on account of the famine. After alluding in terms of approval to. the remarks 
made by him, that the proposed measure would be serviceable to the Mofussil 
uel, who are almost invariably hearty followers of the pleasures of the 
; ri and would increase good feeling between the European shikdris and the 
hace the Rast Goftér observes that the honourable gentleman sincerely and 
pero: | wishes that such a feeling between the two should increase, 
Esene y works in that direction; and hence has quite naturally brought that 
if 1 Support of the measure. The opposition raised by the Honourable 
essrs. Murdrji Gokuld4s and Gopdlrav Hari Deshmukh was unfortunately 
mistaken and not founded on facts. The former gentleman observed that the 


ll 


ative shikéris kill game in certain months of the year only ; and the honours 


framer of the Bill replied that the European shikéris follow game all 
Sireamtent the year and need to be checked. The Rast Goftdr observes in 
conclusion that for these reasons the Game Preservation Bill ought to be 


- into alaw. (The ps a Mitra (45) of the same date expresses its approval of 


the Bill for some of e above-mentioned reasons.) 


The same, in alluding to the remark made by His Excellency the Governor 

saul an <silah @ at the first meeting of the Legislative Council, that 
ar teat ey the Governor he regarded the Council as offering a valuable oppor- 
that the non-official members tunity to the non-official members to represent the 
of the Legislative Councilare feelings of the people, and that they had been selected 
as far as possible with a view to their representative 
character, observes that, with due deference to His 
Excellency, this remark cannot be held applicable to all the non-officials. The 
public have always considered the Council a simple farce on account of the 
nomination of some of the Councillors. In the first place, the constitution of 
the Council is such as to make the presence of the non-official members useless 
in consequence of the overwhelming number of the official members. This 
defect is sometimes aggravated by the appointment of persons who are nch but 
illiterate, sensible but uneducated, respectable but ornamental, influential 
because rich and subservient, as non-official members of the Council. The 
nomination of the Honourable Mr. Alli Shah is of this kind, since he is wanting 
in education, information, and other qualifications required to make an efficient 
Councillor. He is-the son of His Higliness the Agd Khan, the head Pir of the 
Khojds, but that cannot be considered a recognizable qualification. (The Yajdén 
Parast (54) of the same date expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Sameher Bahddur (58) of the 20th August, but received on the 30th, 
mange ees contains a communication on writer Pees states 
ee ee ee that the policemen stationed at Pankorndki in 
= ree ar. city of Ahmedabad, who mount guard near the 
three gates, exact small presents of fruit from the 

fruit-sellers and of other articles from the petty dealers who sit near the gates 
on every Friday when a market is held there. He also states that some police- 
men are said not to execute the warrants they obtain against certain persons 
and in the mean time levy a black mail upon them. This is done until the 


persons annoyed cannot afford to pay mure, and then the warrants are executed 
without any good results. 


The same observes that about twenty krors of rupees have been spent upon 
iin Oe _ this war and numerous brave soldiers have been killed, 
“ake aa. ova and the already heavily taxed people have been 
“wa “© made to pay the cost of the war and to suffer greater 
hardships than they bore before. The war was 

undertaken not to conquer Afghanistan, but to assert British prestige and to 
bring the late Sher Alli to his senses; but the hostilities were lengthened 
and the vacant Afgh4n throne has been given to Abdul Rahman who lived 
for a long time under Russian protection. His previous conduct with the 
British Government does not entitle him to their confidence, and yet an annual 
subsidy has been promised and a present of four lacs of rupees and of some arms 
has been made to him. However the present peace, it is feared, will not last 


long. 


The same of the 27th August, but received on the 30th, contains a 
Prilsin ican .. €ommunication the writer of which states that he sent 
against the Police — > through the post to the address of the Superintendent 
abad. of Police a copy of the article which appeared about 
a _. the police not having shown a certain warrant to a 
be whom it was issued, as well as a copy of the Gujardt Mitra (45) 
jg } aban i the same subject, but nothing appears to have been done by 
a . he City Police Inspector of Ahmedabad will do well not to 
pT Feed cron policemen always in the same part of the city. The policemen 
dsé’s Chakl4, Khas Bazdr, and Pankornékdé go about asking subscriptions 


for the Tabut they make, and obtain from shopkeepers contributions in kind to 


> ‘ >» Ss 
-: ¥< tig Wis he ‘ 
P § : ‘ Te OP > say =, ae. eT ee ilies ig Bl tae 
pe, me : i Lyi ae Pe * 2 5 at in Ne at 4 ” Oe i 7; a 
el ie Hila i i bt : : 


ne 


get 2) - Vd Sa 


12 


make a feast in connection with it. If any body refuses to do so, the policemen 
threaten him with revenge and do not fail to persecute him for trifling reasons. 
The writer gives an instance in which the place of a Chief Constable was 
about two years ago refused to an experienced person already in the service of 
Government who applied for it, and was conferred on an illiterate young man 
who had no knowledge of the law and was not in the service of Government ; 
‘and observes that unless the higher posts in the police are given to educated 
ns of respectable families no improvement will be effected in this important 
ch of the administration. ) 


The same, in a leader headed “‘ What should be done for the stability of 


. the Government,” —v es the adminisration of 
Makes diverse observations the country being in the hands of the civilians, the 

on the administration of the 1. cive a laren, while the military officers rd 
~~ are so very useful for the defence of the country are 
not so well paid. Though the Indian army is small as compared with the 
armies of other nations, it has been suggested that the strength of the militar 

force should be reduced. This may be attributed to the partiality of the eivil- 
ians to their own class. Since the greatness of a kingdom depends upon the 
strength of its military force, it is desirable that the Indian army should be 
increased. ‘T’o do this the pay of the civilians should be reduced, most of whom 
have lighter work to perform. Some civil offices have been created without 
any consideration of the little work which has to be performed. Hence more 
than one office may be amalgamated and placed under the control of a single 
officer. The authorities, who only care to get their pay, do not seriously con- 
sider the real condition of the country and of its finance. The higher officers 
being desirous to get their salaries without hindrance of any kind, make reports 
that the country is prosperous and the people are satisfied, though people 
die of starvation in consequence of the absence of any remunerative work. 
The real state of things will only become known when the peuple have become 
too poor to be able to pay the taxes. The revenues are not sufficient to meet 
the expenses and the public debt is increased by raising new loans, and yet the 
authorities do not curtail the expenditure. The debt has so much increased that 
the payment of its interest alone forms a heavy item of expenditure. The only 
anchor of hope for the Hindus is the British Parliament, but to bring to its 


knowledge the real condition of the country there is need of a representative 


of India in that august assembly ; and the people ought to pray the present 


ee who are so favourably inclined, to obtain that concession from 
nogland. ) 


The Kdside Mumbai (65) of the 6th September observes that the defeat of 


Sirdar Ayub Khan by General Roberts does not pro- 
ee that Ayub Khan perly indicate the schemes of the brave Afghan 
om very probably escaped to General who a short time ago threw the British Gov- 
Abdul Rahman. ° ernment into fear andanxiety. The very fact that the 


British General has captured Ayub’s twenty-seven 
cannon and ten thousand soldiers is in itself a great mystery. The Afghd4n 


innon 8 
Pars is not such a raw and unwary General as to allow himself to be easil 
efea 


ted, and perhaps he has purposely done this as a dodge in order to allow 
himself to succeed in the object he hasin view. It would not be improbable if 
it turns out that the guns and men captured by the victorious British General 
are worthless and purposely left behind by Ayub to fall into the hands of his 
enemy. Ayub’s chief aim is to disappoint his and his father’s enemy Abdul 
Rahman in regard to the throne of Cabul, and probably he has given slip to the — 


British forces which ing hi 
ofthe mine tae ot ee ee 


L . Carry on a war against the new Amir. If he has really done 
-. will soon be able to saath hataaiii of Cabul. Abdul Rateune has. 
a amnenee with the Cabulese, who ip ok espouse the cause of Sher -Alli’s 
Kh an “naif away the new Amir. If this happens, and should either Ayub 
Cabul usi Khan, or one of the other Afghan Generals obtain possession of the 

enn the a Government will not possess any influence in the 

end the : 

unsatisfactory baa war carried on at a heavy pecuniary cost will produce 
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- The Nyaya Prakdsh (67) of the 6th September observes that on the assump- 
tion of the direct rule of India in 1859 by Her Majesty 
Prefers Sei inistra. 22 Queen, it was proclaimed that the religions, 
plaints against the a¢ manners, and customs of the Indian subjects would 
— on no account be interfered with; but the following 
‘nstances show that this proclamation was withdrawn on the assumption of the 
imperial title by Her Majesty in 1877. 1I.—The natives are not allowed to appear 
-1 Government schools, offices, and darbérs with native shoeson. II.—Dogs are 
poisoned on holidays and other days in front of the houses of the natives who 
are much offended at the sight. III.—The Educational Department has issued 
an order that the children of Dheds and Bhangis should be admitted into 
Government schools, though it is well-known that Hindus and Parsis object to 
touch those classes. Such conduct is equivalent to an infringement of the 
Royal roclamation. The Government schools are maintained at the cost of 
the public, and it is a great tyranny to compel children to act against their 
own religions. It behoves His Excellency the Governor to remove the above- 
mentioned complaints, particularly the third. 


The same observes that the Nasik Writta (21) reports that Mr. Anné Saheb 
; . Vinchurkar, a Decean Sirdar, who is a member of the 
Disapproves of the a Poona Sdrvajanik Sabha, was recently asked b 
said to be asked by Govern J : : nee y vy 
ment to Mr. Ann& Séheb Government to state his connection with the Associa- 
Vincharkur as to what con- tion. It is well known that this Association rendered 
nection he has ry the Poona valuable help to Government in the late famine, in 
ver framing the Deccan Ryots’ Relief Act, and in several 
other matters, and there ought to be no objection to a well-wisher of this country 
becoming a member. But the question put to Mr. Annd Saheb Vinchurkar is 
likely to dissuade other Sird4rs and Native Chiefs and Princes from giving help 
to works of public utility, such as libraries, colleges and public associations. 
It behoves Government therefore to encourage these grandees to join legal 
public societies and associations. 


The Broach Samdchar (68) of the 2nd September observes that it is to be 

: regretted that recently Sir Michael Westropp should 

rage gga ge — have ordered a Parsi who had appeared in the High 
Westropp. “ ‘ Court with a fetd either to take it off or to leave 
the Court. Pdrsis consider it a sin and a mark’ of 

disrespect to others to sit or walk bareheaded in public, and consequently 


it is not proper’ to insist upon their removing their turbans or hats or any 
other head dress. 


The Dunidddd (78) of the 17th August; but received on the 30th, states 
Oumphiie that Sed’ Gei under the head “local,” that since Government have 
issoldat Nadiid. Ss tt Ken into their own hands the retail sale of opium, 
bad stuff is sold in the market which injures the health 
of its consumers. Though this complaint has frequently appeared in the papers 
no attention has been hitherto paid to it by the authorities. It behoves the 
Collector of Kaira to remove the cause of this complaint. 


The same complains that a good deal of gambling 
of ganbiin (eats good desl is carried on near the Ahmedabadi gate of the town of 
Nadiad. Nadidd, which gives-rise to other offences against the 

law. The police ought to suppress this dangerous vice. 
= | 


Most of the papers of this week, in giving such short accounts as have 

Ex reached Bombay of the engagement of General Roberts’ 

defeat of _ joy at the forces with Ayub Khan and of the signal defeat of the 
yub Khan by ont Lage yr ; 

General Roberts, latter, heartily rejoice over the great success obtained 


on the brave English our British arms over Ayub and bestow great prai 
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Municipalities. 


rrespondent of the Native Opinion (4) of the 5th September, writing 
aye from Karta i in the Ké4nara Zilla, sviaglains that the 

Complains that the Presi- house-rate has been lately doubled by the President 
dent of the Kumta = of the Municipality of that town. It appears that 
pality has pote: tame a that body was hitherto in the habit of levying a duty 
ee on the cotton which comes into the town from the 
ghéts on its way to Bombay. But as it is prevented from doing so any more 
by a recent Resolution of Government, in which it is laid down that the Munici- 
pality has no right to levy any duty on goods which are not consumed in the 
city itself, it has adopted the above-mentioned method of recouping itself for the 
loss of income inflicted by the said Resolution. As the inhabitants, however, find 
+t dificult even to pay the old house-rate, the Municipality in their behalf 
appealed to the President not to double it; but as he did not listen to their 
prayers, the people have forwarded a petition to His Excellency the Governor 
praying lim to prevent the house-rate from being doubled as they are unable 


to pay 1t. 
A letter in the Shiwaji (27) of the 3rd September signed by eleven inhabit- 
ae a ants of the rp apie ay ene the condition of 
Wishes _—r «the le of that district. 1.—Things went on v 

oe — wal ieee from 1818 to 1848 and the land prchancea | 
. was fixed with great tact and discretion. Remissions 
of land revenue were invariably made in times of need. The terrible famine 
of 1876-77, 1877-78, 1878-79, and 1879-80 resulted in the accumulation of large 
arrears from the payment of which, however, His Excellency Sir James Fergusson 
has fortunately freed the ryots to the extent of about eight lacs of rupees in the 
Poona and Sholépur Zillas. 2.—In 1849 Municipalities were for the first time 
established at the large centres of population and educated men and pensioned | 
servants of Government were appointed Commissioners for the management of 
the affairs of the towns. This led to immense improvement in those places. 
3.—During the last twelve years similar Municipal Committees have been also 
established at the tdéluka stations, but as the members consist of ignorant men 
they cannot manage small incomes even to the extent of fifteen hundred rupees. 
Much of this money is squandered in paying clerks and peons and in buying 
furniture and stationery. Persons who ought to be taxed four rupees each for the 

house-rate are iseed only half that sum, whereas poor people who cannot 
even one rupee are made to pay four or five times as much, and in default of 
payment their pots, perhaps not worth more than three rupees, are sold for one- 
sixth of that sum by way of punishment. A heavy duty is levied on goods 
catried on their heads by poor people, who have no beasts of burden—half ananna 
or three-fourths of an anna being so charged for fuel and dry grass, one-fourth 
for a bundle of green grass, and half an anna for each earthen vessel containing 
ghee. Twelve annas, one rupee and four annas, or one and a half rupee have to 
be paid per acre to Government annually as rent on garden land, in addition to 
which the Municipality takes six rupees per acre on such land. If people bring 
stone from their own lands to build houses, they have to pay a heavy duty for 
it. There is also a wheel-tax on the carts which the ryots require to carry 
manure and to bring the produce to the market. The house-rate is sometimes 
exacted twice in the same year from the tenant as well as the landlord. When 
the local cess was first levied, the ryots were distinctly given to understand — 
that no other tax would be levied on the land, and yet the Municipality 
unjustly takes four or five times the cess from the ryots in connection with the 
garden land in their possession. 4.—The above remarks apply specially to the 
Indépur Taluka, the people of which applied twice to the Vice-President of the 
Hcmmnittee toredress their wrongs but he paid no heed to their petition. Thereupon 
ey forwarded a petition to His Excellency the Governor on the 27th of July last, 
a sent the Second Assistant Collector of Poona to make particular inquiries. 
to 70's have already informed him of all their grievances, As Municipal 
fc are levied not for Imperial purposes but for the good of the inhabitants 
Me emselves, it is but reasonable to expect that they should not be made the 
2 pruments ofoppression. The Municipal members, however, are igrorant men 
© take a delight in oppressing their fellow-townsmen.. 5.—The present 
“tason is one of great hardship, inasmuch as not more than half an inch 


-“ 
. Fa 
. : a’ # oy. » 
P fag! Ores 
” * wm, 
%, oF 
; ee ba 
” . ** “ 
4 o X 
ee ee 
' ie 


‘ofrain fell in the téluka up to 17th August and the kharff crops are not 
et sown. The ryots cannot get cheap corn, as none comes to the Ind4pur 
Y akeh on account of the Municipal duty. _That market is almost annihilated. 
All the traffic has transferred itself to Vangi, eight miles from Indapur, where 
there is no Municipality. Similarly the market of Bhingavan has increased for 
the same reason. 6.—The Indépur Téluka is always subject-to famine and if 
the Municipality thereof be abolished corn will flow to. the market and business 
will increase. ‘The Municipal income is only two thousand rupees. As Gov- 
ernment are pleased to abolish the Municipalities of other télukas affected by 
famine, such as Maédha, Séngol4, and Malsiras, it is hoped that they will confer 
the same boon on Indépur. 7.—The people of that téluka have been praying 
Government for the last ten years to rescue them from the clutches of the 
Municipality ; it is therefore earnestly hoped that the new Governor will be 
pleased to give ear to their prayer, and thus obtain their blessing. 


< A correspondent of the Poona Waibhaw (44) of 
Complains of the Lonévii +h. 7th September complains of the utter mism 
— ment of municipal affairs in the town of Londvli. 


_ A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (47) of the 2nd September states that 

__ the, Municipality of Dakor does not discharge its 

Prefers several Rests ager duties properly. The roads of that town are strewed 

- the Municipelty of with rotten food and human ordure, the public urina- 

ries are not properly cleaned, and the people are 

allowed to commit nuisances in other places than the urinaries; the dust-bins 

are not properly cleaned, and the stone-steps of the Gomti Tank are not kept 
clean. 

Railways. 


A correspondent of the sames complains that on the. occasion of the recent 

fair at Dakor the B. B. and C. I. Railway carriages 

Complains that the railway which brought and carried back pilgrims were much 

a ll gpg or overcrowded. About one lac of persons visited the 

ps Reena fair, but the Railway Company did not provide a 

sufficient number of carriages for their accommodation. 

At the Dékor station the passengers had to wait in the sun or rain for the 

arrival and departure of trains. ‘T'he writer hopes that similar mismanagement 
will not be allowed in future by the authorities concerned. 


Native Siéates. 


The Shubha Suchak (17) of the 3rd September writes a long and strong 
article on the treatment of His Highness the Maharaja 
of Kolh4pur and prays Government to adopt any of 
the wholesome measures recommended by the Native 


3 Press, The sentiments are similar to those of the 
other papers noticed in previous summaries. 


The Gujarat Mitra (45) of the 5th September laments, like the Jdme 

Jamsed (50) of the 3rd instant, that R4éo Béhddur 

ace 2 pray ghey cm Manibhdi Jasbhd4i has been compelled by Government 

. anda inet ae Dine to resign the post of Divin of Cutch and to return 

ship of Catch. to his substantive appointment as Native Assistant to. 

the Governor General’s 

. = Masco eviews fo the gerd which he administered for oe last few 
Jats, and, according to the report which has appeared in the public pap 

ge the cause of the resignation, he seems to hats been compelled to Fn geo 

fa office because he protected the interests of the State. Thus honesty and 

oe have caused his resignation. (The Samsher Béhddur (58) of the 3rd 

ptember expresses similar sentiments.) 


The Jéme Jamsed (50) of the 8th September, in alluding to the resignation 


Refers to the treatment of 
His Highness the Maharaja 
of Kolhapur. 


of the Divdnship of Cutch by Réo Béhédur Manibhéi 


tion with “ausrks in conneo. Jusbhéi, observes that the Divan has been removed 


Rao Béhédor Manag of by Government from his office not because he was 
bhai. : ai guilty of any fault, but because he and the Political 


-oms of the State could not pull together. But 
the subjects of the Rao are dissatisfied with his removal, ‘hie he “ introduced 


Agent at Baroda. He had © 
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several improvements into the administration and rendered effective protection 
to the people; they therefore expected that he would in the course of time effect 

ter improvements and increase the prosperity of the State. ‘The Council of 

ney formed in accordance with the wishes of the late R4o conducted the 
administration in the native fashion, and satisfied the people ; but it is said 
that Captain Reeves wished to administer the State according to his own wishes. 
The Political Agent may be able to conduct the administration well by keeping 
the Council of Regency in subordination to him ; but this will not carry out the 
wishes of the late Chief expressed in his last will to which the paramount 
Government are desirous of giving effect. The British mode of administration 
being different from the native system and very expensive, is not liked by 
the subjects of the native States. They prefer a few improvements with light 
taxes to many improvements with heavy rates. Since the native Council of 
Regency has administered the State to the satisfaction of the people and the 
paramount Government, it should not be interfered with. 


The Samsher Béhddur (58) of the 27th August complains that the funds of the 
Bhavnagar State Railway are being wasted by Govern- 
Observes that the labourers ment unnecessarily employing highly paid officials. 
employed on the ogg Only the earthworks of the line have been comple 
ary crac, ome are ©” and the more expensive work of building bridges, 
' stations, &c., still remains to be done; and yet the 
eurrent cost has so much increased that the States of Bhadvnagar and Gondal, at 
whose expense the line is being constructed, cannot supply funds in time. The 
consequence of this has been that the labourers employed on the line are not paid 
punctually, and complain loudly against this senvenlla . The two States have 
requested Government to suspend the works until they pay the instalment next 
year, but the latter wish that the works should be vigorously pushed on. 


The same observes that Bhdusangji, a relation of the Jam of Navdnagar, 

is scheming and crafty, and administers the State 

_Ohserves that Mr. Magan- just ashe likes. Mr. Khdrkar, the late Divdn, acted 
so ha ag mip — fa independently of him, and was therefore disliked and 
reap 5 ~ Sa m8 was removed by him. Bhdusangji then obtained the 
appointment of Mr. Maganlal, the present Divén, whom 

he has made a simple puppet. Mr. Maganlal is of litile use in his present office 
and the sooner he vacates it the better. The Divdn of this State ought to be 
one who has full powers to act as he likes; and until it gets one of this kind 
with full support of the paramount Government neither its condition generally 


nor that of its treasury in particular will ever improve. 


D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, - 
14th September 1880. Z 
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Notes.—'The various notices have been collected under dilleias heads, which are printed 3 in sien 


The names of Newspapers are printed in italics, and the nuiber of the Newspaper in the list at the 
beginning of the report is printed in brackets after the name. 
__ Tae proprietors of the Newspapers marked * have not given information as to the number of copies 
issued. these cases, an estimate has been made by the Reporter. 


3 
Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 12th September, commenting on the 
present condition of British India, says: “The 
Makes remarks on i Pre. suffrages of the British nation have lately returned 
sent condition NS . to Parliament a new Ministry whose liberal instincts 
zeman and antecedents, and whose stern political integrity 
are, we hope, a sufficient guarantee that the interests of the empire will be more 
conscientiously and honestly looked after. We have enough faith in the present 
Secretary of State fer India and the present Viceroy to warrant us in thinking 
that before long they will be able to introduce altogether a new spirit of reform 
and a healthy one, conducive to the happiness of the people in the adminis- 
tration of India. But before they take a new departure in the mode of govern- 
ing the country, it is much to be wished, as being really expedient, that our 
rulers take a calm and comprehensive survey of the present condition of the 


empire. If.they are earnestly bent on a radical, and at the same time genuine 
reform, they not, we are sure, lose sight of the many crying grievances of 


the people at large. Not only must they pass in review the present condition 
of the finances of the country, the iniquity of some of the taxes now levied, both 
imperial and provincial, the scandalously extravagant expenditure on particular 
departments of the State, the necessity of admission of the natives to a liberal 
share in the administration, the developement of the reproductive- resources of 
the country ; not only we say they must consider all these grave questions 
which have been awaiting reform for years past, but must take a patient and 
careful survey of the social and economic conditions of the country and its 
people; how far the impoverished peasantry can be restored to a state of com- 
parative prosperity ; how far the settlement of the land revenue should be 
re-considered by the light of many a recent occurrence and the report of the 
Famine Commission ; how far it is possible to go back to the primitive ways of 
the people ; how far the system of village community and punchdyet should be 
restored ; how far the question of food stores and prevention of famines should 
be touched ; how the public debt should be consolidated ; and in what manner 
metallic and paper currency should be improved. In fact, they must be pre- 
pared to look in the face the stern necessity of a complete reform in all the 
more important departments of the State. ” 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 12th September says: “ Though reductions in 

i aa dian expenditure are contemplated by politicians 
State exp meatal is theory, the really practical way of doing the work 
seriously would be, in the opinion of all the well- 
wishers of India, to promote the native element in the administration. We 
repeated and reiterated these cries at the ears of the late imperial Government, 
but it was determined to be deaf to our just demands. The Liberal Government, 
however, it seems, is thinking of taking the glory upon itself by giving the 
Natives an adequate share in the administration of their country. But it must 
be admitted that to effect an adequate saving in the imperial expenditure, the 
runing scythe must be laid at big-salaried posts. No amount of small 
oppings oft would bring about the desired result ; some of the superfluous Judges 
in the High Courts, the sinecure posts of the Commanders-in-Chief and their 
staff must be reduced, and even the appointment of Lieutenant-Governors for 
Bombay and Madras would have to be considered. In this manner the heavy 
expenses of the Councils will be almost saved; and instead of 12 lacs of rupees 
spent on two Governors, their Councils, and the Commanders-in-Chief, we should 
ve to spend something less than three lacs to maintain one Lieutenant-Gov- 


ernor, and one Lieutenant-Commander-in-Chief at Bombay and Madras.” (The 
English is not alte 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 12th September, commenting on the Game 
Makes remarks on the Preservation Bill, says: “As to the Game Preserv- 
Game Preservation Bill. ation Bill itself we have very little to say for or 
Weise _ against it. It is a measure beneath serious notice. 
Bill s A. 8 on principle to hasty and uncalled-for legislation. We trust the 
a se to the Select Committee will not earn the reproach of being hasty 
uncalled-for. If the shikdri community choose to be merciful to their 
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victims through self-interest or with a higher purpose, it scarcely concerns the 
eral public to thwart them. There is only one danger of which we are 
rather apprehensive in regard to the practical working of the Bill when it 
becomes an Act. An enforcement of the Act may starve the petty professional 
shikdris in one season and yield the power of wanton intsusion to others in 
another. ‘These are not such very remote contingencies as those unacquainted 
with the actual condition of the masses in out-of-the-way towns and villages 
may imagine.” 

The Indu Prakash 8) of the 13th September entirely disapproves of the 
Bill, because it is not likely to be of any public use, and is intended for the 
benefit of a part of the community only. ‘The argument that it will promote 
good feeling between the two races is worthless, because those with whom the 
shikdris come into contact do not by any means represent the people. There 
are no grounds adduced to show that game birds are on the decrease. 
Whether the rapid growth of rats and mice during the late famine was owing 
to the extinction of any wild beast, is an open question. That extinction is at 
any rate not inadvisable, inasmuch as the people of this country live chiefly 
by agriculture and the fields are likely to suffer from the increase of wild 
animals and birds. The Bill is also calculated to deprive the kaikddis and 
other low caste people uf the means of livelihood if the immemorial right of 
hunting in the forests be taken away from them. The only object of the Bill 
seems to be to assist the shikdris ; but if game should abound everywhere, these 
worthies will not scruple to trample upon private rights, and the ryots are too 
ignorant to take advantage of the Penal Code. The -Indu gives instances of 
trespass in his English article on the same subject. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 12th September, referring to the same, says: 
‘If the Bill were intended to protect game, whatever that may mean, we should 
say that it is sufficiently protected by our present forest laws and the Penal 
Code. Even the principle of De minimis, &c., is often set at naught in the 
administration of these laws. We shall give some instances.* ** We shall be 
prepared to give His Excellency the President a whole basketful of instances 
showing a perversity of administration of the most elementary principles of 
law in matters which to the ordinary people appear as simple as things could 
possibly be. But when these new-fledged departments are created, their 
myrmidons are not satisfied until they make them too hot for Her Majesty’s 
subjects.” (English unaltered.) 


_ The Dnydn Prakdsh (7) of the 9th September, commenting on the same 
Bill, disapproves of the argument brought forward by the Honourable Mr. 
Askburner in its support. ‘The writer has a very strong suspicion that the 
Government has some ulterior object in view in resorting to legislation on such 
a subject. The Forest Department was similarly established apparently for a 
very good purpose, but has been administered in such a way that the rights 
and privileges enjoyed by the ryots from times immemorial have been trampled 
under foot to secure a large revenue. The Bill is likely to become an instru- 
ment of oppression in the hands of the forest officers. The writer especially 
objects to the provision contained in the last section, authorising Government 
to make rules from time to time in connection with the subject; and ho 
that the working of the Act will not be entrusted to the Forest Department. 


the Bill. 


The Arunodaya (20) of the 12th September disapproves of the Bill, and 
remarks that it will establish the ownership of Government in the birds and 


wild beasts of the forests which h needed as everything else now 
see a ich was very much n as everything 


The Bombay Samdchér (47) of the 18th September observes that the Select 
Criticises the Game Pro. Committee has made the Game Preservation Bill more 
servation Bill as one stringent than the original draft. The latter 
by the Select Committee. made it penal for a person to kill game, while the 
purchase : Select Committee has added that those who would 
or use them as food should also be punished. -The mofussil police 


The Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 14th instant expresses its disapproval of — 
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_ gorks in a way quite different from the mode in which the city police works, 
‘and consequently when the former hears that a person has illegally killed game , 
it will apprehend him as well as the person who has used it, and thus more 
than one person will be punished for small game, such as a hare or some other 
gmall animal. Among the instruments eee Br from being used to kill 
game, dogs are included ; but it.must be observed that though villagers do not 
use dogs for hunting, yet they keep them to watch their houses, crops, cattle, 
&c., and sometimes these dogs kill game, and should they do so their owners 
will get into trouble. After a few instances of this kind have occurred the 
villagers will give up keeping dogs to watch their property and suffer divers 
losses. The improved draft also lays down that if a person is discovered making 

reparations to kill game he will be punished. The mofassil police will very 
fikely apprehend on this charge a person who may carry a gun or take his 
dogs with him for any other purpose than to kill game. The Select Committee 
has also included the fish in the rivers among the game, which will deprive 
fishermen of their means of livelihood. It must however be observed that the 
Committee has done a praiseworthy act in reducing the amount of the fine for 
killing game mentioned in the original draft. Poor and indigent persons are 
more likely to commit offences against the Bill than rich persons, and it was 
indispensable that the amount should be reduced; but the imprisonment for . 
two months in lieu of the fine when it is not recoverable isa severe punishment, 
considering the nature of the offence for which it is inflicted. It has been 
promised that the law will be duly promulgated by publishing it in the 
wovernment Gazette ; and perhaps the district authorities will notify it in their 
offices, but they will not be able to bring its existence to the knowledge of 
persons living in the jungles; and as observed by the Honourable Mr. Murdrji they 
will become aware of it after they have been once or twice punished for the 
offence. In conclusion, the Samdchir observes that though game animals have 
been killed without restraint of any kind from time immemorial up to date, it 
has not been found that the number of any of them has lessened or that their 
species are becoming extinct. Neither have the rich nor the poor natives made 
at any time a complaint on this subject, or asked Government to pass a game 
preservation law. It is inexplicable therefore why the proposed measure 
should be enacted and new inconveniences thereby created. 


The Yajdén Parast (52) of the 12th September contains a communication, 

the writer of which observes that the opposition raised 

Bert 7 Saeed ht opposi- by the Native Press to the Game Preservation Bill is 
to ee ee worthless. Theugh the remarks passed by them are 
is worthless. made with due sincerity, they have been misled by 
the supposed pity they feel for poor people. The 
object of Government in getting the measure passed is to benefit the very 
classes who maintain themselves on game. For some time past it has been 
seen that the number of game animals has decreased considerably, and this 
decrease portends evil not only to the people who feed upon game but also to 
agriculturists. The shikdris visit many parts of Gujarét and the Deccan at all 
times of the year in pursuit of game, and kill them even in those seasons in 
which they produce and tend their young ones. This reckless course is sure 
eventually torender them extinct, to the greatdanger of agriculture as well as of 
those who maintain themselves on the produce of the chase. The Bill prohibits 


the destraction of the animals in those seasons only in which they produce and 
tend their young ones. 


The Loka Mitra (54) of the 12th September, in again alluding to the Game 
EE Preservation Bill, observes that it has already shown 
the Game Preservation , that though the object of the Bill to prohibit the 

; __ inconsiderate destruction of game animals is ve 
praiseworthy, yet it is doubtful whether it will be carried out by the 
d a measure by which the European shikdris will be benefited, but the 
“reel ‘uh will suffer many inconveniences. If game animals have 
whites rgely reduced in number, it is principally due to European sportsmen 
ies" av is larger than that of the native shikdris. The former 
y Government officials, and therefore have no reluctance to kill 
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umber of game animals and in any locality. In the neighbourhood 
of their encampments they kill game in such large numbers as to make 
them scarce for some time. As a rule very few natives are sportsmen, and even 
they are not allowed to hunt when European shikérts make their appearance, 
and the poor villagers who, maintain themselves on game are thereby put to 

t inconvenience. The Bill prevents all sportsmen from killing game 
Seine certain seasons; but it will not, it is feared, be able to cause any 
hindrance to the powerful European officials. The poor natives alone will be 
checked, and the number of game animals will consequently increase a little, but 
will be soon réduced by the European sportsmen. Those who have any 

ience of the wilful and mischievous conduct of mofussil officials 
will alone be able to comprehend the truth of the above assertions. In short, 
howsoever good the object of the Bill may be, the measure will create conveniences 
to European sportsmen and inconveniences to poor native shikdris. (The 
Gujardti (64) of the same date also disapproves of the Bill, principally for the 
reason that it would cause great inconvenience to poor people who live upon 
the produce of the chase.) 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 13th September, commenting on the Bill 
introduced into the Supreme Legislative Council for 
ae mY on the er ea increasing the powers of the Presidency Small Cause 
organ pate ag Courts, says that the Bill proposes to extend the 
pecuniary jurisdiction of these Courts up to Rs. 2,000 
instead of half that sum as heretofore. This will increase the work of the Judges 
of those Courts, and, as no appeals on their decisions are admissible, there is every 
reason to fear that justice will not be properly administered. If it be pro 
to make suits for Rs. 1,000 and upwards appealable to the High Courts, the work © 
of the appellate side will be unnecessarily increased. It is nevertheless neces- 
that such suits should be made appealable; but as they are at present 
disposed of by the High Courts themselves, where is the necessity for the 
proposed measure ? There is, however, one redeeming feature of the Bill which 
is likely to be productive of great good, namely, the transference of insolvency 
cases to the Small Cause Courts. This will certainly be a step in the nght 
direction, as it will save much expense to the applicants, and will greatl 
facilitate the disposal of those unimportant cases. The work of the Hig 
Courts will thereby be diminished, and there will be room for reduction in the 
number of the High Court Judges. If that should be the ultimate object of the 


Bill, it is well ; otherwise it is no use simply increasing the work of the Small 
Cause Courts. 


A correspondent of the Native Opinion (4) of the 12th September, refer- 
ring to the condition of the ryots, says that in this 
Presidency they consist mostly of Mardthds, Kunbis, 
Kolis and Thdakurs, and that they are reduced to 
such a state of destitution, that they cannot get 
sufficient food to eat and oxen to draw the plough. As to keeping cows and 
she-buffaloes for the sake of their milk it is entirely out of the question. They 
generally hire bullocks from the money-lenders by stipulating to give them in 
return half the produce of the fields. When the sowing season arrives they are 
to be found at the money-lenders’ houses to borrow seed, which they obtain at 
_ aligh premium. The causes of this condition of things are the heavy assess- 
ments and the forest rules. Before the enactment of those rules the ryots 
supplied themselves with materials for manure from the public forests. As the 
public lands were open to the ryots’ cattle to graze, cattle abounded, and there 
was plenty of that kind of manure to be obtained in consequence. This 
- the productive power of the soil. Fuel and wood for erect- 
ae huts were also obtained from the public lands. The ryots could sustain 

emselves when necessary on the wild produce of the jungle. Twigs and 
oe of trees are now allowed to be taken away for the purpose of manure 

mA when they fall down of themselves, which generally happens after the 
; per time for manuring the land. The number of cattle is steadily on the 


Comments on the state of 
pr ke and on the forest 


sine on account of want of fodder, and the insufficiency of cattle-manure 
other kinds of manures lead to a gradual barrenness of the soil. Thdkurs, 


Ritkaris, Kolis and others do not own cattle ; they therefore sought mountain 


; 
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s. cut down and burnt the branches of trees, broke up the ground by 
means of scythes and sowed coix barbata, raggy, panicum frumentaccum and 
other kinds of grain, which yielded a plentiful crop. They also brought to the 
market from the public forests, firewood, the leaves of the teak tree, the 
hauhinia tomentosa and the diospyros glutinosa, the fruit of a tree called 

r, gums, creepers and various kinds of barks. During the rains they 
‘ved on the integument of the stock of the wild plantain-tree, the roots of the 
wild and inesculent corinda tree and such wild vegetables as the kavalé. In 
short the classes of people mentioned above lived on the produce of the 
jungles, and the forest rules having deprived them of their means of livelihood, 
“t is but natural that they should take to erga and dacoity, when they find 
that the money-lenders no longer help them with the materials of husbandry. 
Hencé it is that we mostly find that it is men of these classes who are taken up 
by the police for those crimes. In 1879-80 about forty or fifty men of the 
\hékur and K4tkari castes: were found guilty on these charges in the Shéh4pur 
Tijuka. The writer then gives a short history of the rules promulgated from 
time to time by the forest and revenue officers from the days of Dr. Gibson to the 
ing of the forest law, by which the poorer classes were gradually deprived 
of their ancient right to the ownership of the produce of the public forests. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (7) of the 9th September alludes to a petition lately 
| forwarded to the Commissioner, Northern Division, 


Refers to the petition of by the inhabitants of. Mahim and Dahdnu in the 
the inhabitants of Mahimand §='T'héng Zilla, in connection with the forest rules, and 
Dahinu’in connection with 


ins ieveat rales. hopes that Government will treat it with due con- 


sideration. The paper also gives a history of the forest 
restrictions issued from time to time from 1839 to 1877. 


The same of the 16th September, alluding to the same petition, says that 


; oppressive as the forest law is, the new rules lately 

ace yp vag napa passed by the Forest Conference are still worse, be- 

cause they infringe upon vested private rights and are 

calculated to affect injuriously the trade of the country. Those rules seem to 

have been framed to prevent some petty loss accruing to Government on 

account of the previous unsatisfactory arrangements in connection with the 
working of the forest law. 


4 The Bodha Sudhakar (12) of the 15th September 
oe — complains of the forest law, and gives a translation 


of the petition mentioned above. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Sdgar (29) of the 

Says that the Inamdérs of 13th September, writing from A’jrai, says that the 

ra magthig a mach [ndmdars of that t4luka have suffered considerably 

poly of the traffic in ats a in annual income by Government having monopolized 
galls. 


the traffic in country gall nuts. 


_ The same reports the appearance of a tiger at Haruchiw4di four miles from 


A’jari, where he lately destroyed two bullocks, and 
a fon sce tant of considers this as one of the evils resulting from the 
extension of forests. 


The Dnydén Chakshu (8) of the 15th September, referring to the greater 


a destruction of men and cattle from wild beasts since 
tion with the Arma Act —»«- the introduction of the Arms Act and to the recent 


| resolution of His Excellency the Viceroy to allow 
people the possession of arms so far as they are needed for protection from the 
attacks of those animals, says that it is not likely that the executive officers will 
permit the ryots to take advantage of the valuable concession. But those 
worthies should bear in mind that since the establishment of British supremacy 
no single instance can be pointed out of the Hindu nation having attempted to 
subvert the Government. The few risings here and there are deine the out-come 
of the mistaken policy of some madmen for geting their grievances } 
every country and under every Government there will always be a few cross- 


grained individuals of t ID al 
nation to w of that kind, but they do not in any way represent the 
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ea om, le from it that the nation will rise against the Government if they should 


arms. The possession of arms before the mutiny did not lead to any- 
thing serious ; Nor was any resistance made when the people were deprived of 
‘them. The Chakshu therefore hopes that the Viceroy’s wishes will be duly 
earried into effect, and that it will lead to greater protection of the ryots from 
wild beasts and dacoits, to a general feeling of satisfaction on the part of 
the subjects, and to a stronger conviction of their loyalty in the minds of the 
Government officers. 


The Arunodaya (20) of the 12th September is glad to hear that His Excel- 

3 lency the Viceroy has made a modification in the 

Makes remarks on the Arms Act in favour of the ryots, who are at present 

Arms Act. unable to defend themselves or their cattle from the 

attacks of wild beasts. It entertains some doubts, however, whether the executive 

officers will allow the ryots to take advantage of the new proviso, when it is 

remembered that these officers are very fond of placing difficulties in the way 

of those who are at present allowed to possess arms. (The Native Opinion (4) 
of the same date expresses similar sentiments.) 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 13th September, referring to the Deccan 

| Agriculturists Relief Act, says that the meaning of 

Hopes that Government the word “agriculturists” is not clearly understood 
will clearly define a by those to whom the working of the Act has been 
7. o a" ™ entrusted. In article 2 (2) of the said Act, it is laid 
down that by agriculturists are to be understood 
those who obtain their livelihood wholly or for the most part by means of agri- 
culture. But the Indu hears that the authorities in the mofussil simply ask a 
man if he owns any cattle, &c., in which case only he is considered as an agri- 
culturist, In fact-they suppose that he only who actually works on his field 
deserves that name. The result of thisis that oftentimes those who are not 
agriculturists are so considered and vice versd, and the object of the Act is likely 
to be frustrated in this manrer. It is not necessary that the agriculturist 
should be a Kunbi. Many Brdhmins and others in this country own land, but 
as they do not work on it themselves, they generally let it to Kunbis for a certain 
rent. Such persons nevertheless must be considered as agriculturists ac- 
cording to the spirit of the Act. Then again the carpenter, the schoolmaster, 
and the other balutedars or public servants of the village are considered as 
agriculturists, but this is evidently a mistake. The carpenter for instance lives 
on the produce of the village by making ploughs and other agricultural imple- 
tents, but he cannot be regarded as an agriculturist simply because he is paid 
in kind and not in money. The same remark applies to the other balutedars. 
If they own land in addition to the prescribed means of livelihood, it is of 
course another question. It is to be hoped that Government will be pleased to 


Issue 3 circular order giving a clear definition of the word, in order that there 
may be no mistake on that head. 


The Bombay Samdchar (47) of the 14th September notices the release from 
prison by His Excellency the Governor a few days 

Brees haga = lanation ago of Frederick Edwards who was sentenced by 
a cain to hia ae Mr. Dosdbhdi Framji to three months’ imprisonment 
case of Frederick Edwards for theft. The Bombay Gazette states, observes the 
: _ was charged with theft, Samdchdr, that on the receipt of the petition from the 
| be published. prisoner and his father, Government called for an 
explanation from Mr. Dosdbhai, and on its receipt sent a telegraphie order to 
release the prisoner. It is very desirable to know what itis. Since all the 
pepemere of the case including the petition of the prisoner and his father have 
been published, the explanation should, in honour of the sacredness of British 
erty and in fairness to Mr. Dos&bhdi, be also placed before the public. But 
ore its publication an honest person must admit that the particulars of the 


fase Justified the Magistrate in passing the decision he gave. The assertions 


fe 4 by the prisoner and his father in the petition against Mr. Dosdbhdi and 
. ver matters are groundless, and it is inexplicable how Government have 


siven them weight. The Samdchdr then poi 
ints out the untruthfulness of some 
of the statements made in the petition. 
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he Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 13th September disapproves of the step 
Seatac orecemens nn in releasing the boy Edwards 
rom cana from ore the expiration of the pro 
of the "nace a period of cauliieintih. “Tf the false sisbeiaade af 
nay insignificant persons, whose only claim to mercy is 
that they are Eurasians, are enough to influence the authorities to set aside the 
‘adgments of native magistrates, we may safely say that the days are come when 
this time for the people to think no more of justice.” 


The same, referring to the recent resolution of 
age rei baton on the Educational Department in connection with the 
ton ot connection with the admission of the children of Mahdrs and Dheds into 
admission of Mahars and Government schools, hopes that the authorities have 
Dheds into Government not forgotten the fate of the Ch4nd4 High School where 
schools. a similar order was issued some years ago. 


The Arunodaya (20) of the 12th September objects to the same resolution and 
advises the masters and the y™ of the higher castes either to yield without any 
opposition or to leave the Government schools in a body. The writer thinks 
that the resolution must have been made simply to see how far the Hindus 
entertain religious scruples. 

The Gujardi Mitra (44) of the 12th September observes that the circular 

; order issued by the Educational Inspector N. D., to 
o_anpproves of the same admit the children of Bhangis and Dheds into Govern- 

ment schools, trifles with the solemn Royal Procla- 
mation of 1859, assuring the people of India that their religious feelings will be 
respected. Government ought therefore to cancel the order, as it will offend 
the religious feelings of the Hindus. (The Jdme Jamsed (48) of the 16th, the 
Bombay Samdehdr (47) of the 17th, the Deshi Mitra (65), and the Broach 
Samachar (73) of the 9th but received on the 13th, also express similar senti- 
ments. Other observations made by some of the above papers are similar to 
those made in a previous issue of the Gujardt Mitra, and noticed at some length 
in the previous summaries. ) ) 

The Dunidddd (74) of the 14th September states that people loudly 

complain of the order of the Educational In- 


that the school at 
Be sage be: 1Be when spector N. D., to admit the children of Dheds into 


- Seaweatnence of the order to classes of the Hindus have begun to abstain from 


into Government schools. attending the schools. It is said that all the students 
. of the school at Dabhdn have discontinued attendance 
there, and the institution is closed. It behoves Government to open separate 
institutions for the children of the Dheds. (A correspondent of the Jéme Jamsed 
(48) of the 17th September makes similar observations.) 


ii ae The same urges upon the attention of the autho- 
of a ciuar rage tac rities the good that will result from the construction 
of a railway from Poona to Belgaum wid Satéra and 
Kolhapur. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Revdand4, complains that while 
Mr. Peile, the former Director of Public Instruction, 
Is of opinion that the wisely ruled that a proficiency allowance should be 
Ee wubdzamel of the given to deserving masters, that money is now being 
to the vernaenl ne SV" ~=diverted by the Deputy Inspectors to the opening of 
vernacular masters will ; 4 
lower the tone of vernacular UCW schools in accordance with the wishes of the 
schools. - higher authorities. This will have the effect of lower- 
like a ing the tone of the larger vernacular schools. It is 
e breaking a scythe to make nails out of it. If Government wishes to enco 
Primary education, why does it not devote additional funds to that purpose ? 


The Dnydéa Chakshu (8) of ey hope September, alluding to the sum of 
a about 13 of rupees which the British Government 
Pisneer in goumector tye, pay annually to His Highness the Nizam from the 
pS revenue of the Hyder- Yevenue of the Berars after deducting the expenses of 
Assigned Districta. the British force retained in those provinces, and 
replying to the statement of the Pioneer that His 


Government schools, and the children of the higher — 


a per 


| Highness could not have saved so large a sum of money if the provinces had 
been under his management, says that in that case even if the supposition of 
the Pioneer had turned out correct, at least four times that sum would have 
found its way into the pockets of the inhabitants of the Assigned Districts instead 
of taking flight in the direction of the sea. ee 

The Suryodaya (10) of the 13th September, referring to the agricultural 
| scholarships lately founded by the Lieutenant-Gov- 
Refers to the foundationof = grnor of Bengal, does not entirely approve of the 

. ral scholarships by cs ° y ° PP 
Hoverninelit, and scheme. India is essentially an agricultural country, 
ola opening of village and its inhabitants cannot be said to be ignorant of 


gchools for the ryots where the practical methods of increasing the productiveness 


agricultore ~ get oe a of the soil. About forty years ago there used to be 
the primci 


large granaries in all parts of the country and no one 
—_ ever thought of going to England to study agriculture. 
The present dearth is owing to the following causes:—1. The impoverished 

ots have no capital to invest in effecting improvements in the soil. 2. A lar 

portion of the land is now devoted to the production of cotton. 3. Much land 
is also wasted in producing linseed, glue, red sanderswood trees,* &., for 
painting and dyeing steamers, railway waggons, buildings, tables, chairs, &c. 
4, Large quantities of wheat and other kinds of grain are exported to foreign 
countries. 5. The droughts which are now frequent destroy the crops and the 
cattle. Such being the causes of the present scarcity, it is not clear how the 
foundation of one or two scholarships in England will improve the state of 
affairs. If the condition of the ryots 1s really to be improved, village schoois 
should be opened for them 1n all parts of the country where their children may 
receive an elementary knowledge of reading, writing, and casting accounts, 


and a thorough practical training in agriculture. An expensive voyage to 
England will be of little practical value. 


The same says that Indian finance must be considered as being in @ very 

bad condition when it is remembered that while the 

Hopes that the Governor- revenue of the country is progressively increasing the 

ship of Madras will be expenditure is increasing in a greater proportion, and 
changed into a Lieutenant- hale hat th; t h; eo § 

Governarship. elieves that this state of things must end in univer- 

| sal poverty of the people. It requests the Secretary 

of State for India to reduce the Governorship of Madras to a Lieutenant-Gov- 


ernorship, by which there will be a saving of Rs. 2,40,000 per annum. 


A correspondent of the Mahdrashtra Mitra (11) of the 19th September is 


| of opinion that in asking the Chiefs of the Southern 
Refers to the qaéstion put Maratha Country whether the proceedings of the 
| —_ Decean Chiefs as to Sérvajanik Sabhd of Poona have their sanction, the 
connection they have 2: : 
with the P. §. Sabhé. Government has most probably*in view the ve 
laudable object of finding out the importance of that 
assembly. If the Chiefs give an affirmative reply, the importance of the Sabhé 


in the eyes of Government will of course be so much increased. 


The Din Bandhu (14) of the 12th September, alluding to the statue of Sir 
Pe Richard Temple, says: ‘‘ Our contemporary of the 

misanee Reg — Bombay Review styles the statue of Sir Richard 
| Temple ‘ ihe monument of disgrace. A more suitable 


or appropriate epithet cannot be invented.” 
The same, commenting on the C. D. Act, expresses its approval of that 


Refers to the C. D. Act, measure, and hopes that it will be made applicable to 
men as well as women. 


Disa . The same disapproves of the treatment by Gov- 
aa aso pe r ae ernment of the queen of the ex-Gaikawad. (The 
ex-Gaikawad. Dharwad Vritta (31) of the 9th September expresses 

its dissatisfaction on the same account.) 


The Shivdji (17) of the 12th September, alluding to the Military Relief 

_ Refers to the Military Re. “Ud, hopes that Government will instruct their 
lief Fund. 7 officers, especially in the mofussil, not to exert any 
kind of pressure in collecting subscriptions to the 


_* Called Surarji in Marath’, 


~ 
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find. it thinks this advice absolutely necessary, because it is usual for officers 
in this country to raise subscriptions for all. kinds of purposes by exercising 
pressure on the well-to-do natives. : 


The Shubha Suchak (28) of the 10th September 
| Li ee carieabberel advises the Bombay Government to create sigttoultaiia 
scholarships for the people of scholarships for the people of this Presidency similar 
the Bombay Presidency. to those founded by the Bengal Government. 


Complains that the Sessions The same is sorry to see that the business of the 
Judge at Sétara now-a-days court is now-a-days carried on by the Sessions Judge 
eonuucts business. with closed of S4t4ra with closed doors, which was never done 
-_ before. 


The Dayan Sdgar (29) of the 13th September, referring to the late religious 

excitement at Murdédabdd between the Mahomedans 

Setun to religious ©x- ond the Hindus during which a Moulvi wrote a book 

a + against the Hindu religion and a Brahmin wrote 

another in its defence, asks why the Brahmin only was fined Rs. 500 by the 
Magistrate? Why was partiality shown to the Moulvi? 


The Belgawm Samdchdr (30) of the 13th September says that the indebted- 
Says that the indebfed ness of India is not to be wondered at, when it is 
condition of India need not perceived that in the list of sovereigns in debt drawn 
be wondered ate up by the Economist England is placed at the top. 


A correspondent of the same makes the following suggestions in connection 
ote with the approaching local Public Service Certificate 

Maes oon blz Sa, ©xamination:—1. The questions should be drawn 
pane oes Fxamination UP by the Board of Examiners in common council at 
the place of the examination. 2. The superintend- 

ents for each day should be chosen at the very moment of examination. 3. As 
_gsoon as the answer-papers are received, all the examiners should put their 
initials on each paper. 4. The answer-papers should be looked over in the 


High Schoo] and not at home, and the marks should be assigned by common 
consent, 


A correspondent of the Jagan Mitra (34) of the 13th September, writing 


from Gadainglaj, complains that the post office there 
Bg ge = — is shut on Sundays, which causes great inconvenience 
on Sundays. wo ~ to people from the adjoining villages, who generally 


come to the market on those days only, when they 
naturally come at the same time to the post office to purchase postage stamps. 


A correspondent of the Satya Shodhak (35) of 
Complains that road ) y ( ) o 
Ais cect yang the 12th September reports that the road from 
rukh isin a very bad condi- Sangameshvar to Devarukh is in a very bad condi- 


tion and requires immediate attention. 
The same reports that the late Collector of Ratnd4giri, Mr. Elphinstone, 


raised some money from the people of Sanga- 
pies, t- - Nbaronses a meshvar by subscription for the Lani dl of erectin 
var. nme a new building for the Vernacular School No. 2 at 
— that place. The school was at that time in a prosper- 
ous condition, and contained upwards of 100 boys; but no building has yet 
been erected, the number of boys in the school has gone down to 40, the 6th 
standard studies have been stopped, and there is every indication that the 
school will shortly be closed altogether. The writer therefore hopes that a new 


school-house will be built with the subscribed money, and ter enco @- 
ment given to the school. one a 


Another correspondent of the same reports that there was some excite- 
Makes ment at Decksdl and some other villages in connection 
Ass M spcoene te in with the payment for the punitive post on account of 

for the etre ogg the hasty temper of the Mdmlatdér Ramchandra 
Decksil and other villages.  Appaji. The villagers were determined to pay nothing, 


: but the intervention of a mili ensioner named 
Govindray Lad eventuall prevailed. a 8 


: The Surya Prakd. kh (45) of the 11th September, but received on the 14th, 

observes that there are numerous instances of yo 

Wishes that Government children being pecuniarily and otherwise benefi 
would continue ther Pensa. a great deal from their having been the wards of the 
janship of the chief Mir Jum State. It is said that the Chief Mir Julfikaralli has 
pst tee attained his 24th year, and the Government will give 
yp their guardianship of him on 4th October next; but as Mir Bédkaralli 
re recently died, there ‘is nobody to look after the affairs of the young man, 
who will, it is feared, not be able to manage ange whe oni’ G It is therefore 


hoped that Sir James Fergusson’s Government permit the guardianship 
to continue for some time longer. 


The Bombay Samdchar (47) of the 8th September, but received on the 13th, 


after alluding to its having recently substantiated by 


Regrets that Parliament quoting more than one instance the complaint that 
has not adopted the sugges- Parliament does not pay the same attention to the 
tions made by Mr.‘ Otway to 


i ing SPER Indian administration as it did when the late E. I. 
oT Company admicxistered the country, observes that the 
attention of Parliament being drawn to the Afghan war and to the grave financial 
error of Sir John Strachey, and the promise made by the new Ministry to 
inquire into the operation of the Parliamentary Act of 1858 for the better 
administration of India, have raised hopes in certain quarters that Parliament will 
continue to bestow its-full attention on Indian affairs. But the spectacle pre- 
sented at the introduction of the Indian revised budget into Parliament shows 
that most of the members do not yet devote sufficient attention to Indian 
matters. A larger number of the members than usual was present to hear Lord 
Hartington’s speech, but considering the great importance of the subject their 
number was small. They heard the whole speech ; but no sooner did Mr. Otway 
begin the discussion on the budget, the proposition that the State expenditure 
should be reduced a good deal, than several members left the House, showing 
thereby that they considered the suggestion as worthless. Several others also dis- 
appeared after hearing the details of the important suggestion. This proves 
that many members either do not understand what measures are necessary to 
improve the financial condition of India, or that they are not anxious to compel 
the Indian Government to adopt them. Mr. Otway’s suggestions are the only 
means for improving the finance; and not only the people of India but those 
Englishmen who have any Indian experience are also of the same opinion. These 
recommendations are not new, and have been made for some time past. It is 
to be regretted that Parliament should not have approved of them. 


A correspondent of the same states that on several Hindu holidays numer- 


Cia i Oe Hindu males and females bathe almost naked in 
and females should be prohi- the sea at Back Bay to the great disgust of the — 
bited from exposing their per- Who go there for an airing. Many Hindus and others 
“ ig 5 bathing in the sea visit the. spot with the evil motive of enjoying the 
reg yon Hinda hob- disgusting sight. It is hoped therefore that Govern- 

ment will put a stop to such a spectacle. 


September, but received on the i3th, in alluding to 

Mok _ the arrangements which are being made with some of 
es some oO ti ® ° . 

Oe ro ions the Chiefs of Kdthidwdd in regard to salt, observes 


certain Chiefs of Kathiawgq lat it is said that at first the British Government 


to manufacture and sell salt, Intended to confer upon the States of Jundgad, Bhav- 
dar only, the privilege of 


nagar, Navanagar, Dhrangadhra, Morbi, and Porban- 

f manufacturing and selling salt, and now perhaps a 
ew other States may be fortunate enough to get the same privilege. But it is 
cult to understand the principle on which the remaining States of this 

5 are to be excluded from an enjoyment of their natural right in that 
mre Po : € guarantee given by the British Government to all the Chiefs to 
Sate - em from each other’s encroachments ought to save the remaining 
; m suffering a loss in this particular. Nothing is known with regard to 
alee to make the States who obtain the privilege of manufacturing and 
os wh; h t, pay , compensation to those who do not obtain it. The principle 
ch the privilege is be granted to certain States only seems also inexplic- 


7 


The same of the 9th 


*y: 


ie Me Be eS 


. 


1 have to 4 large price for salt which they have hitherto obtained very 
- “ Native Chiefs levy a tax called Bhhadwest on mere laborers, and 
this and some other levies ought to be abolished as a recompense for the new 
heavy tax on salt. It is hoped that the Political Agent will advise the Chiefs 
to make the concession in the case of their obtaining the privilege of manu- 


facturing and selling salt. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 15th September notices the Factories 
Bill pending in the Supreme Legislative Council. 
The observations made in disapproval of the measure 


are the same as those which appeared in a recent issue 
of the Times of India. 


A correspondent of the Jdéme Jamsed (48) of the 17th September states 
ten that the police- that Government having issued orders to the different 
ae take before (the Collectors to engage cart-drivers for service at the 
Collector of that district?) front, the policemen of Surat take before (the Collec- 
persons unwillig to go tothe tor?) persons who are not willing to accept service. 
front as cart-crivers. Dubras and Dheds are the only classes who work 
as labourers in that town. ‘The husband and wife perform the day’s labour 
and go together to a liquor-shop every evening to take their usual dram. 
The policemen go to these shops to find them out, and hence several Dubrds 
have been hiding themselves for some days past. 


The Akhbdre Sowddgar (49) of the 11th September approves of the Bill to 

extend the pecuniary and other jurisdiction of the 

‘Approves of the Bill to Presidency Small Cause Courts. The remarks made 

extend Pn 8 = Pay by the Sowddgar are somewhat similar to those made 

ee ee Courta, Dy the Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 30th August, and 
ncy ; : 

noticed at some length in the sammary for the week 


ending the 4th instant. 


The Deshi Mitra (65) of the 9th September observes in its usual jocular 
style that a native of the Ahmedabad District has 

States that a Mamlatdér dreamt that a mdmlatdér in that zilla receives bribes 
perio yy erie _ as a gratification for selling justice. His kérkuns and 
bribes for selling justice. treasurer also receive illegal gratification. The 
Collector cf Ahmedabad is requested to make the 


necessary inquiries when he next goes on tour into the district. 


The Kdside Mumbai (57) of the 15th September states as a rumour that 
six native princes of India have repaired to Constanti- 
nople, and that they have related their grievances to 


* 


Turkey with tears in their eyes. Their object is to raise a rebellion in India. 


The Nydya Prakésh (66) of the 13th September observes that a Govern- 
ment Resolution ‘notified some time ago that the 

Observes that it is not fair (silver) coin struck previous to 1840 would, if taken to 
n> oi perce _ Should the Government treasury within six months from the 
Iefeiie al Pei —— date of the notification, be exchanged for new coin. 
which have lost in weight ‘ince the expiration of the six months’ period the old 
from being long in circulation. Coin is not received into Government treasuries, nor 
’ are other rupees accepted which have lost in weight 

from being long in circulation. It is not fair that the public should suffer a loss 
for no fault of theirs in regard to the latter.coin, and Government should accept 


it unhesitatingly. As regards the coin older than 1840, if Government wish to 


Disapproves of the Fac- 
tories Bill. 


_ Gives out a rumour. 


“~ z out of circulation they should notify in every village, town and city, that 
in 


will be exchanged for new rupees if it is presented at the treasury say 
ne year from the date of the notification. | 


The Gujardti (64) of the 12th September observes that Government have 
Disa not done well in appointing Mr. Aga Alli Shah as an 
mnt phage ast iar Additional Member of the local Legislative Council. 
as an Additional alae He is neither learned, nor experienced, nor versed in 
local Legislative Counci], Politics, and is an adept only in flattering Government 


officials. He is the religious head of the Persian Shias 


Within o 


The people of Kithidwéd ought to ieceive séme consideration as they 
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es shat $s not a sufficient ground to make him a representative of the public : 
én the Council. Government have done injustice to the public by nominatmg 


him. Since he has been appointed the Mahfrdias of the Gujardti Vaishnavas 
may be nominated to the Council with equal justice. 


(he Dunidddd (74) of the 14th September observes that it has several 
times published the complaint of the people of Nadiad 
that very bad opium is sold in that town, but the 
same has not received due attention from the autho- 
rities of the district. The stuff is bad and is sold dear. The opium contractor 
once brought the bad quality of the drug to the notice of the Collector, who 
wrote to the Customs Commissioner about the same, but received a reply from that’ 
officer that it was not bad. Certainly this is very strange. 


The Svadesh Vatsal (59) for the month of Shkrdwan, Samvat year 1936, in 
: taking a brief notice of the proposal made by Lord 
Supports Lord Stanley of Stanley of Alderley on 11th June last before the East 
Alderley’s —. ate ; India Association, that there should be a court of 
ee aoe. "e appeal in England for Indian grievances, &c., and 
3 = - the discussion which arose on it, observes that in 
some cases of claims against Government a decision is given against the 
plaintiff, and then he has to remain satisfied with the result of the suit even 
when he thinks justice has not been meted out, because there is no higher 
court of appeal, consequently it is very natural for claimants against Govern- 
ment to entertain the fear of risk in prosecuting their claims. All judges are 
not equally gifted with legal acumen, and hence some of them give wrong 
decisions and the unfortunate plaintiff in the cases mentioned above do not get 
justice. It is very desirable therefore that there should be an independent 
court of appeal in India to decide these cases. 


The Indtan Spectator (1) of the 12th September, referring to the Afghan 
. og War, says: “ We are of opinion, in common with the 
oe the retention of whole of the Anglo-Indian Press, that it would be 
ae grievous to leave Kandahar or to allow it to be gov- 


lains that bad opium 
. cae the town of Nadiad. 


erned by a puppet, It will be of the utmost value for future operations, when-_ 


ever India is threatened by the Colossus of the north. Is there to be nothing to 


show for ourtwenty millions sterling? Surely our Government is not so unwise 


as to abandon Kandahar in order that at some distant day when hostilities again 
break out, the people of India should be made to pay another twenty millions 
to take that place. [tis not quite right to presume that the English can take 
it whenever they like. Circumstances may change. The Afghans may prove 
‘more formidable. ‘The city and its approaches may be made more impregnable 


against future invasion. What then? We repeat its absolute possession is the 
-best for the future safety of India,” 


The Deccan Star (2) of the same date says: ‘‘ We have now only these 
uestions before us—to retain Kandahar, to abandon 
> hy a = afriend it altogether, or to set a friend of ours on the throne. 
should Recuensa he Need We are of opinion that the last is the one by far pre- 
of Kandahar. ferable. We only hope that Government will think 
thrice over the matter before it determines to take the 
perilous step of annexing Kandahar.” * The Star chiefly dwells on the additional 
expense that will be thrown on the Indian exchequer by maintaining a perms- 
nent military force in Afghanistan. | 


The Native Opinion (4) of the same date advises Government to hand over 
7m Kandahar to the new Amir and _ thereby to secure the 

Is iG y 
Rade Ae Tenia good will and piers of the Afghans. The 
Amir. retention of the oor ill be attended with heavy 
expenses which England will be unwilling to take 


upon itself, and as for India it is wholly unable to devote a portion of its funds: 


. ay such purpose. (The Arunodaya (20) of the same date, the Dhérwdd 
(31) of the 9th, and the Mahdrashtra Mitra (11) ofthe 16th, express the 
same sentiments as the Native Opinion.) | 
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{he Dayén Prakash (7) of the 13th September says that the thanks of the | 
sda ; Indian subjects are due & the Liberal Ministry for 

{s against the retention of ing brought the Afghan war to a speedy close and 

Kandahar. for having induced the British public to accede to the 

yment of the greater part of the expenses of that war. The royal assurance 

Ph regard to that payment is especially gratifying, because the assistance is to 

be “ substantial ” and it is to be given not as charity but through considerations 

of justice. The reten tion of Kandahar is inadvisable for two reasons—the 

resent state of Indian finance does not admit of any additional burden on the 

Indian exchequer and the presence of British troops in Afghanistan is sure to 
prove an eyesore to the Afghans who will never cease to annoy them. 


The Shivdjt (17) of the 10th September is against the retention of 

eS Kandahar by the Indian Government. It is of opinion 

Is of the same opmuon * that that city should be made over to the Amir. 
or The friendship of the Afghans will be thus secured. 
In order to facilitate the retaking of the city hereafter should complications at 
any time arise 1n connection with Rassia, and to further commercial interests 
in Central Asia, the railway should be eompleted as far as Kandahar, a com- 
mercial treaty being entered into with the Amir. It is not advisable to 
unnecessarily burden the Indian exchequer on the contingency of future Russian 
aggression. The railway will secure all the advantages without any expense or _ 
ick iglileas Ga Tabs The Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 14th instant is 


“wets of opinion that Yakub Khan should be allowed to 
— return to his native country. 


The same, alluding to the proposed treaty between the British Government 
Sy eae and the Shinwédris, hears that the latter = - 
‘Helers rs paid a large sum annually that they may abide 

-* outs gage withthe the terms of the treaty. : The “ies se sae 

much Indian money the Government intends to spend 
in the shape of annual allowances to Afzhan Chiefs. The Amir is promised a 
large allowance, so is the Khan of Kelat, and now it is rumoured that the 
Shinwaris are to be similarly rewarded. The Hindus must no doubt be very 
thankfui for the war which has conferred on them this great blessing! Under 
the native governments it was customary to exact tribute from a conquered 
enemy, bat the policy of the present Government seems to be Baber the 
Opposite. 


The Khdndesh Vaibhav (40) of the 10th September, writing on the Afghan 
war, hopes that Kandahar will not be retained by 
the British Government, as that step in all probability 


will necessitate their interference in the internal 
affairs of Afghanistan from time to time. 


The Bombay Chronicle (43) of the 12th September observes he as 
remarked by Lord Hartington, if the Afghan kingdom 

Pits mt ome ee oo is weakened by the retention of Kandahar by -the 
el Cots British Government, then only it should be evacuated ; 
| but if nothing of the kind occurs then it should be 
retained. The whole of Afghanistan should not be evacuated, as the Afghans 
will in case of evacuation brag that it was given up through fear, the people of 
Central Asia will believe that this step was taken as the British were. harassed 
by the Afghans, and the Russians will announce to their Asiatic provinces that 
we English were weak and therefore evacuated the Afghan country. It is also 
esirable that Government should retain Kandahar in order to strengthen the 
a frontier and to know and check in time the intrigues of the Russians, 
ie Persians and the Heratis. That city will also be of great service in extend- 
ing British commerce in the Afghan country, and it would therefore be a serious 
mistake to evacuate it. It behoves British statesmen therefore to decide the 


ear abont it after a serious and calm consideration of all the bearings of the 


Is against the retention of 
Kandahar. 
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The Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 14th September observes that. though 


General Roberts gained a decisive victory over 


Observes that to bring the Ayub at Baba Wali, most of the latter's army escaped. 
ban war to a bs: aeeyel It has dispersed, and the Herati portion is likely to 
a ah completely,  COllect again under their former General, while the 
_ Cabuli troops will very probably join either Musa Khan 
or a partisan of Yakub Khan. Thus these troops willin all likelihood prove 
rous to the occupation of Kandahar and to the retention of the Amurship 
by Abdul Rahman. Under these circumstances it seems desirable that in 
order to bring the lengthened war to a close the British Government should 
evacuate the country completely, and leave the different claimants to the Afghan 
throne to settle accounts with one another. 


The Rdst Goftdr (50) of the 12th September, in alluding to the recom- 
- mendation made in a recent issue of the Times of India 
Observes that Kandahar ‘that the British Government should occupy Kandahar, 


- ose Jy wading by the since if that is not done it would not be proper and 


just for England to ask India to pay a portion of the 
cost of the Afghan war, observes that when good grounds for the annexation of 
that city no longer exist, the Times and some other Anglo-Indian newspapers 
beter such lame reasons as the above-mentioned. It is very st 

that the Times should think that the occupation of Cabul for a year after the 
massacre of the British envoy was sufficient to assert British prestige in that 
city, but should not consider two years’ occupation of Kandahar- eno 

for the same purpose as regards the latter city. It is untrue to say that 
intention to evacuate it has been entertained since the defeat at Kushkhi 
Nakhud, as the public were in favour of this step long before that engagement. 
The attempt made to impress upon the Government that the evacuation 
of Kandahar will have a bad effect on the mind of the native princes is 
also improper. Every discerning native disapproves of its annexation and 
wishes that the Afghdén country should be evacuated at the. earliest opportu- 
nity. A few months ago a letter from an experienced native statesman 
appeared in the Bombay Gazette advocating the same view. The natives are of 
opinion that there is much risk and danger in annexing Kandahar, and view 
with great fear the proposal to extend the Indian frontier as far as that city. 
The greatest strength of India lies in the preservation of Afghanistan as an 
entire and independent kingdom, and hence it is wise to make over that city to 
Abdul Rahman. The best opportunity has presented itself for undoing the 
injurious policy adopted by Lord Beaconsfield’s Government of presenting that 
city to Wali Sher Alli, who has. been found unable to retain its possession. (The 
Loka Mitra (54), the Yajdén Parast (52), and the Gujardti (64) of the same date 
express somewhat similar sentiments. ) 


The Kushful Akhbdér (76) of the 16th September contains an article quoted 
hides: on comes bin from the Maushuri Mahamadi (No. 24 of volume 9), 
Bangalore paper. * a Hindustani paper published at Bangalore, which is 
said by the latter to be an extract from some Turkish 

paper. In the course of the article it is said :‘“*«OQ Mahomedans! if you collect 
all your different tribes of Asia and Africa under one flag and consider one man 


no less than 20 krores of souls, and will form such a powerful kingdom that its 
equal will not be found in the whole world.” 


The Andalibi Hind (77) of the 26th August, but received on - i 
Observes that ; .:, september, in its Hindi portion observes that the 
needy + olga Mahomedan rule in Turkey has lasted for the last 
coalition a war against Six hundred years, and the Sultan, is considered by 
medan, of Irn ee.Maho- the Sunnat Jamat of the whole world as their Emperor 


upon the Ey Aileen and the defender of the Mahomedan religion. They 
with diffidence. are ready to sacrifice their life and property to protect 
fearful or serve him. When the Mahomedans of India hear the 


news that the British Government are ready to join the great 
ne b st T'urkey, they are displeased. There ne numerous Mahomedans 
_ mperial Majesty’s Empire, while they are not so numerous in the coun- 


as your chief, one religious community will be established. It will consist of 
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such 4s Germiatly and 


4s, tolonging to any of the great powers of Europe 
ah and ben 2, behovee H er Majesty first to consider the condition of 

her country and then to decide about joiing the coalition. What heavy mis- 
fortune has befallen Greece that that country should require protection, and that 
the British Government should involve itself in anxiety and sorrow? The 
dispute is only about the boundary, and the Sultan is not likely to be willing 
to give in. Except in this matter he and the Government are friends. Not. 
very long ago the Emperor Aurungzebe displeased the Hindus by practising 
y and hurting their religious feelings, and the dynasty of Timur lost 

i empire. It is not certain that the Mahomedans of India will. not side with 
Turkey if the British Government join the great powers of Europé in a war 
with that country, but this much is true that under the above-mentioned contin 
, which may God forbid! most of the Mahomedans of India will look upon 

the British Government with diffidence, and there is a saying that a dissatisfied 
servant is as bad as anenemy. Hence it is advisable that the dispute should 
be settled amicably and no enmity should be created and that Her Majesty and 

her subjects should enjoy peace and happiness. 


The same, in its Urdu portion, says that the Mahomedan rule in Turkey 
has existed for the last 600 years. The Sultan of 
. , Advises England not to ‘Turkey belongs to that dynasty which the whole of 
Saige, — Tuckey in case the Sunni Sibenien community internally and 
ft we externally acknowledge as their Emperor and the 
defender of their faith, and for his protection they are 
ready to sacrifice their life and property. Therefore when they hear unplea- 
sant rumours to the effect that the British Government has joined the other 
great powers of Europe against Turkey, it is not pleasing to the hearts of the 
faithful. It is almost a matter of yesterday that Aurungzebe by his oppression 
and fanaticism sowed the seeds of disaffection in the hearts of the Hindus, and 
thereby lost an empire. The Hind is not sure that if the British Government 
acting jointly with the great powers fight against Turkey, the Mahomedans of 
India will not side with the Turks. If such a time should come (which may 
God forbid) the Indian Mahomedans will be displeased with the British Govern- 
ment. There is a proverb that a dissatisfied servant is as bad as an enemy. 
But wherefore kindle a fire when there is no necessity for doing so? It is desir- 
able that Engiand should accomplish her object by amicable measures as far as 
possible. : 
The same observes that the late E. I. Company’s rule lasted for a hundred 
Makes remarks onthe wap. > °2r® im this country, and that in 1857 the public debt 
hadeel take pub- ‘mounted to Rs. 6,10,00,000, and up to the close of 
} that administration the land-tax and other imposts 
were not heavy. Under the present direct Government which has been in 
existence for the last twenty-one years, during which there have been no wars 
with foreign countries and the country has enjoyed peace and plenty, the public 
debt has increased to Rs. 1,04,60,0u,000. The reason of this vast difference be- 
tween the two Governments is that the Company feared the Imperial Govern- 
ment, and ruled wisely and kept the ryots pleased. Under the present Gov- 
ernment the Ministry are quite independent and have no fear of any body; 
but it behoves them to rule the country judiciously so as not to incur more 


debt, to make the people happy, and to enlarge and enrich the empire. 
Native States. 


The Indian Spectator {1) of the 12th September comments unfavourabl 

PE on the removal of Riv Bahddur Manibhéi Jasbhdi 

jie ma, :2: from the Divdnship of Kutch, and considers it grievous 

Jasbhii. to him as well as to all friends of native States that a 

_. faithful discharge of duty to the State entrusted to his 

charge should be visited by such unreasonably severe displeasure of the para- 
‘mount power whom a man has served with exemplary zeal and devotion. 


4 The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 13th instant considers the removal as an act 
of extreme political te and mentions the numerous reforms introduced 
into the State of Cutch by Mr. Manibhai. ds 
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ae The Native Opinion (4) of the same date holds the same view, and considers 
the step taken by Government in this matter as being of a despotic tendency 
and therefore worthy of re-consideration. | 


The Satya Shodhak (35) of the 12th, and the Mahdérashtra Mitra (11) of the 
19th September disapprove of Mr. Manibhai’s removal. 


The Hitechchhu (46) of the 9th September, but received on the 13th, 
observes that Rav Bahadur Manibhai Jasbhai earned 

remarks on the the affection of the people of Cutch and of the 
yoo members compvusing the Regency, because he lessened 
the number of taxes and at the same time increased 
the amount of the State revenue, opened educational 
institutions and charitable medical dispensaries, extended agriculture, improved 
the mode of dispensing justice, and introduced several other reforms. But 
after the appointment of Major Reeves as Political Agent of the province, 
Government resolved to obtain the consent of the native States to the arrange- 
ment about the manufacture and gale of salt. It is said that Mr. Manibhai and 
two other members of the Kegency reiused in the interests of the State to adopt 
the proposal made by Government, and consequently have incurred their 
displeasure. Seeing the success obtained by the Divan with the aid of the two 
Regency members, Major Reeves tried to appoint on the occurrence of a 
vacancy in the Council a person of his own selection. The Divdn thereupon 
wrote to the Private Secretary to His Excellency the Governor about the 
Political Agent’s attempts; but Mr. Manibhai committed a blunder in doing 
this, since he had long served under officers who, though they appeared to be 
very just, did not fail to act with partiality. He believed that they were as 
good at heart as they were outwardly fair. (The Samsher Béhddur of the 
10th September, but received on the 13th, expresses somewhat similar 
sentiments. The Svadesh Vaisal for the month of Bhadrapad, Samwat year 1936, 
praises the Divan for his good administration and regrets that he was made to 
resign the office.) : 


The Bombay Chronicle (43) of the 12th September observes that a misunder- 
standing having arisen between the Political Agent 
Requests Government to of Cutch and Rav Bahddur Manibhai Jasbhai, Sardar 


tna pag — ns which Jglam Sing, and two other members of the Council of 


from office the members of egency, the latter sent a petition to Government 
the Regency Council of Cutech. which has been disposed of by the removal of the 

: ae petitioners from office. This harsh step has made 
the people of Cutch very sorry, and the general public express wonder. People 


believe that the Councillors petitioned Government about an act of the Political | 


Agent which was wilful in its nature, derogatory to the Darbér, and obstructive 
to the administration of the State; but Government have removed them from 
their office without thoroughly enquiring into the matter. This impression has 
arisen from Government not publishing the fault for which they have been 
thus punished. The course adopted by Government has inflicted a loss on 
them, offended the Darbar, and grieved the people of the State. It behoves 
Government therefore to publish the reasons for taking the harsh step. (The 
Gujardti (64) of the 12th September has a long article on the same subject.) 


The Késide Mumbai (57) of the 17th September states that np 38" duties 

, . are levied on articles in the luggage of passengers 

dation yore es in — at the different Gaekwadi towns situated on the 

places in the Baroda State. | Rajputana State Railway-line. The writer therefore 

ae se requests the Div4n of Baroda to abolish the system of 

na duties at several places, and to exact them at one place only to save 

th " q ers from the annoyance to which they are subjected. He states also that 

* Cuties are levied in Shik4i rupees and consequently persons who do not 
Possess that coin have to go along distance to get it. | 


A correspondent of the Daydn Ségar(29)of the 13th September, writing from 

Reports ngli, is glad to report that the difference between 

Bingli and ‘hie St of the Chief and his K4rbhéri Riu Béhadur Deshpande 

“onciled to each other, 7 ceased, and that they are now reconciled to each 
other. 3 
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The Vasai Samachar (22) of the 12th September advises the Municipality 
aes of that town to repair the road from P4pdi to the 
Asks the Municipality of yoilway station, as it isin very bad condition. ‘It also. 
Vassi (Bassein) tom~Pesbais. 88Ks that body to repair the dharmshél4 of Motishé, ee 
oe which threatens to fall down soon and which has been eS 
injudiciously rented to certain public women from Bombay:  s 
The Satya Sadan (23) of the 11th September complains that there is an : 
insufficient water-supply in the town of Alibig in spite 
Complains of the Alibag of thousands of rupees that have been spent on it, that ee 
— . the roads are in very bad condition, and that the . a 
arrangements for lighting the town at night are not satisfactory. The want of a. 
fands will no doubt be urged as the cause, but the Sadan believes that an econo- 


mical, industrious, and energetic Chairman will be able to do a great deal. a 
The only satisfactory thing about the Municipality at present is the good condi-_ — 
tion of its bulloeks. Le 


A correspondent of the Nagar Samdchdr (39) of the 11th September reports cm 
that a gentleman of that city who at the bidding of oa 
age the oS 7 the Chairman went to the Municipal Secretary to hand 
Sessinape Municipality. him a petition, was not only abused by that officer 
but was beaten and driven away. The writer asks 

whether the Chairman has no control over the Secretary, and whether it is 
not the duty of the municipal officers to listen to the grievances of the rate- — 
eee 
The Dunidddd (74) of the 7th September, but received on the 16th, observes ae 

_. .. that persons living near the Mahida, Bilodara, and other 

Phony aoe gates of the town of Nadiad, experience great incon- 
prcsaay venience in regard to the municipal latrines. The 
privies are situated at a great distance from the town 


and are in a very bad condition. The Corporation is requested to build new 
latrines in the town. 


The same of the 14th September observes that the town of Mahndé, con- 
wie _, . taining a population of eleven thousand souls, ought to 
PR cise ag Aap ge have a Municipal Corporation to make the necessary re 
Mahudi. "sanitary reforms in it. When the smaller towns of > aa 
Memdabdd and Dakor have each a Municipality, there “eg 
1s no good reason why the larger town of Mahuda should not have a similar a 


institution. The Colleetor of Kaira is requested to obtain the sanction of Gov- 
ernment for the same. 


Railways. 

The Bombay Samachar (47) of the 8th September, but received on the 13th, ¢ 38 
Objects to the use of kero. = alluding to the intention of the Madras Railway a 
sine lights in railway traing. Company to use kerosine lights, observes that the a 
vane highly inflammable nature of kerosine is well known, eS 
and if the oil in a burning light is shaken too much it is more likely to catch a 
fire than when it is stationary. It is also a fact that if a carriage of a moving 3g 
aun catches fire, the driver of the train does not become aware of it before the } a 
a 1s burnt or other carriages catch fire. For these reasons it is v Sy 


serous to use these lights in trains, and Government should prohibit the 
and other railway companies from doing 80. 


The Prospects of the Season. 


The Dayén Prakash (7) of the 16th September rejoices at the improved 
Rejoices at the im prospects of the season during the week, and believes 
Prospects of the season: * that for the present at least all the former apprehen- 
ions have almost subsided. It is to be hoped that 


: the rabi crops will turn out to be first class and more than counterbalance the 

The Bodha Sudhdkar (12) of the 15th September says that it is all very eS 

_ well for a Bombay daily to say that rain has fallen 

Says that the ay pe Netcict~4‘fll over Mahdrdshtra, and that there is no longer any ae 

parts of s =f ae fear on that head. Whatever may be the case in ~ ee 
ae not other districts the remark does not hold good of : 

Sitéra, where the rainfall of Friday and Saturday is not sufficient. Much will 


be gained even if the rabi crops are secured this year. The present state of 4 
the people in the tdélukas is anythin e but satisfactory. The writer advises the | S- 
Government to open some kind of relief work in the: district as a tentative Ms 
measure, If the condition of the ryots is good, they will of course not resort * Sata 


to it for the sake of wages at the rate of one anna and a half per day. 


A correspondent of the Shivdji (17) of the 12th September, writing from 
_ Kovlen in the Haveli T4luka of the Poona Zilla, says 


Advises the opening of that the rainfall in that district is insufficient. The — 
relief works in the veli 


Taluka. cattle are being fed on the withered stocks of the bajri a 
| and jondhla. The mig and chavli crops are safe, but it ae 


is extremely doubtful whether the winter crops. consisting of wheat and gram, 
will yield even half as much as the annual produce. Up to this time the ryots 
have obtained not more than about one-tenth of the usual yield. The writer 
therefore requests Government to open the following relief works out of the 
Famine Insurance Fund—the stone embankment of. the river, which is about 
sixty years old, requires to be repaired ; the old dharmshala is at present a heap 
of ruins and should be re-built ; the old temples should be repaired ; and a road 
should be made from the new railway station to the town. 


: A correspondent of the Kalpataru (25) of the 12th 
Be, gt _ — September describes the sufferings of the people of : 
| ‘ Inddpur on account of the absence of rain in that district. Be 


The Shubha Suchak (28) of the 10th September writes along article on the 
prospects of the season in the Deccan as well as in the 


Pear — the pros- Konkan, and suggests that as the rainfall this year is a z 
as yet much below the average and as the kharif se 

crops are for the most part lost in many districts, although plenty of rain ma > 
fall hereafter, Government should not suppose that the position of the ryots will = 
be very much improved. It is quite clear that their prospects are somewhat a 
gloomy. * 
The Dnydn Sdégar (29) of the 13th September is glad to report that rain aS 

has fallen all over the Southern Mar4tha Country, and believes that it will. a 
resuscitate the kharif crop in that district. = 
Miscellaneous. be 
The Dnydn Chakshu (8) of the 15th September, quoting from the Suryodaya | ; “e 
Reports that some rails (10), says that some of the rails have been removed oe 
have been removed on the from the Dhond and Manmdd Railway by some a 
Dhond and Manméd Railway wicked people. The Police Superintendent of Nasik a 
she panes persons. —_ has gone in that direction to make inquiries. | - 
The Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 14th September reports a case of dacoi a 

at Kule in the Dhulia Téluka, in which some Bhi ae 


Re i | ] . 
Kalo tc dh The eee at armed with guns forcibly entered the house of one 


‘Lakshman Govinda Jat and took away property ae 
worth five or six hundred rupees. | 


The same, quoting from the Suvarna Sindhu of Barhanpur, states that a a. 
Rosita that's Mecesi dacoit named Tantydé has struck terror into the “-. 
ed Tantyé is frightening the - hearts of the people of that district, and advises the —_ 
people of Barhénpur. Government to adopt speedy measures for his eS 


capture, 
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The Kalpataru (25) of the 12th September gives a detailed account of the 
late disturbance at Karajgi in the Akalkote State, in 


___ Givesdetate or wne esr which the inhabitants assaulted the Police Superin- 


tendent of Shol4pur who had gone there to quell the 
disturbance. It appears that some misunderstanding arose on the 12th of 
August between the Kavkadis and the Vadars of Karajgi which resulted in a 
disturbance, in which the villagers joined the latter. Two huts of the Kaikddis 
were burnt by the mob and many others rased to the ground. Their women 
also were maltreated. They thereupon went to the police station. There was 
a woman named Miri with them, who had been a Mahomedan before but had 
recently joined their society. The Vadars attempted to drag this woman away 
from the police station, and when she sought protection from a policeman named 
Pir Mahammad they assaulted the latter also. The mob eventually succeeded 
in dragging Miri away from the station and they deprived her of the hair of 
her head. The Kaikddis then applied to the Foujddr of Akalkote who came to 
the village and captured 24 men. On the next day when the Police Superin- 
tendent of Shol4pur came to conduct the inquiry, a crowd of about 1,000 people 
had assembled. ‘They did not disperse when ordered to do so by the Foujddér 
and the Superintendent, and when an attempt was made to remove the prisoners, 
the officers were pelted with stones. They therefore withdrew. On the 16th 
of August the Superintendent, the Assistant Collector, and the Foujdér came 
to the village with a police force and apprehended 44 of the villagers on the 
suspicion of having been engaged in the assault. The case was decided on the 
7th of September by the Nyaydadhish of Akalkot, when 14 persons were fined 
20 rupees each, and the rest released. Twenty-eight other individuals have 
been also apprehended on the information supplied by the Kaikadis. 


The same reports several recent cases of robbery 
rts several cases Of in the city of Sholipur during the last week. It is 
robbery at Sholapur during " . 
Bolan weil ° remoured that many Maliomedans, Momins, Sélis, and 
others are concerned in these daring acts. 


es ahs Veber oneetion hears that the cattle of some villages in the Medhen 


- ing from some disease. Valley are suffering from some disease (excess of 
Saliva). | 


Reports that cases of rob- The Dnyan Sagar (29) of the 13th September re- 
ry Bee 98 the increase in ports that the number of robberies is on the increase 
olhapur District. in the Kolhapur District. 


Writes The Dhdérwdd Vritta (31) of the 9th September 
praise of a ea of contains some beautiful Marathi verses in praise of the 
. - Empress of India composed by a student of the local 


High School named Ganesh Ramchendra Datar. 


Hears that the Karwar The Dnydn Bodhak (32) of the 13th September 
District is likely to be amal- hears a ramour that the K4rwar Zilla, as it does not 
= with the Dharwad yield much revenue, is to be amalgamated with the 

Dharwad Zilla, but does not believe in it. 


The Jagan Mitra (34) of the 13th September states that about 150 Iranese 
have lately come to Udgaum in the Shirol Peta and 
Tranese have lately watablich. established themselves there. They are said to give 
ed themselves at Udgaum. considerable annoyance to the people in the adjoining 


villages in making purchases of provisions, &c. 


A correspondent of the Satya Shodhak (35) of the 12th September, writing 

) en from Khatdv* in the Satdra Zilla, describes a wonder- 
occurrence in inane ful occurrence in connection with a well at Malgaum 
a well. near Decksal which had no water for the last hea or 
five years, but which on the 12th of A’shadh was 

suddenly filled with water. The writer describes some supernatural occurrences 


in connect ° ay ie : 
Now as iy an — rising and subsiding of the water. The well is however 


- 


* Inhabited chiefly by Maraths. 


The Shubha Suchak (28) of the 10th September _ 
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The Nagar Samachdr (39) of the 11th September reports a case of dacoity ‘< 2 
at Sirdjatwddi near Péthardi in the Shevgaum Téluka mee 

Reports a case of dacoity Of the Ahmednagar Zilla, in which the dacoits entered aa 
at Sirsjatwadi = = - & Mérvddi’s house and took away property worth a. 
about 4,000 rupees. 3 


J The A'rya Varta (41) of the 11th September states Pa 

' Reports gn coke gem that there was some slight disturbance among the eS 

. among the Mahérs of Dhulia on that day which however did not a 
result in any loss of life. = 


The same reports that there is some misunder- - ~*~ <@ 

misunder- ° . ° - ae 

Pee glo arisen between standing this year between two sections—the K4jis eas 
two sections of theMahomed- and the Mullds—of the Mahomedan community of a 
an community of that place. that town. oa 


The Jalgawm Samdchdr (42) of the 5th September states that a new dacoit — 
_ under the name of Vasudev Phadke has appeared in 7 ae 
Reports that a new cag Y the Khandesh District, and has sent a written threat to > ee 
under the a cs apren. the inhabitants of Péchora that he is coming to Aa 
ed in the Khandesh district. plunder them, and that they should therefore be on a 
their guard. ‘The police have gone there to make a 

inquiries. 
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_ D.R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press, a 


New Secretarvat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, : = 
22nd September 1880. : 3 a 
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number of copies 


isyued. In these cases, an estimate has been made by the Reporter. | 
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‘Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 19th September, in an article headed 

—F ‘* Rocks Ahead ” says: “It would seem that there 

_— Ped a flymg ™- have been floating for some time past both in our own 
«egg Ys atmosphere and in the atmosphere of Eagland, certain 
stray facts, partly authenticated, which for aught we know may be. only so 
many preludes to coming troubles. Perhaps when shifted to the bottom, many 
may be discovered to have no foundation in truth, and may be unworthy of 
anything like the slightest notice from our watchful Government. For, the 
despising of them is often the surest remedy to give such ugly rumours a 
uietus. For instance, for some weeks past there have been going the round of 
e press certain stray pieces of news, of a discomforting character, which, if 
true, ought certainly to keep the Government on the alert. There is quite a 
budget of such news. There is the story of that ‘seditious’ print called Pazk- 
]-Islam, published in Constantinople; then again, there is that Hindu who has 
styled himself Prince Ramchandra and is airing himself as a protege of the 
Czar in Central Asian Khanates and recently at Bagdad ; and lastly, there is 
the scare that ‘five thousand copies of an incendiary pamphlet, intended for 
Hindustan, and published in the language of the Brahmins, have been secretly 
printed in New York. The ten pages of this Anti-English pamphlet are full of 
one idea, which is, that the Hindus ought to be ashamed of themselves when 
they see the Afghan soldiers rebelling against their leaders, who have submitted 
to England. An urgent appeal is made to the Hindu regiments to imitate the 
eonduct of Nana Saheb’s sepoys.’ Now, on the face of it the last story seems 
to us to be utterly absurd, but knowing as we all do what class of creatures 
are the out-and-out Fenians, who have migrated to America, it is quite within 
the range of possibilities that some such Quixotic pamphlet, emanating from the 
morbid imagination of some firebrand, may have been published in Marathi. 
We know for a fact that the Americans send with their bottles of Sarsaparilla and 
Floridawater large sheets, in the shape of wrappers, printed in Gujarati, Persian 
and Urdu. Hence we would not be surprised if an attempt has been made to 
. print a seditious pamphlet, encouraging the demolition of the British Raj. The 
danger is not that our rulers cannot cope with any internal commotions, the 
fiery elements of which are supposed to be ever breeding secretly, that may 
arise in the country ; but there isthe contingency in the present unrestricted 
system of importation of all printed matter of such mischievous pamphlets 
secretly circulating in the provinces where: the most turbulent are supposed to 
reside. Chapatee was a more insidious form of sowing seeds of disaffection ; 
but as the country has made rapid strides since 1858 in education, such 
pamphlets written in the popular vernacular languages of India are likely to be 
the cause of great uneasiness. We do not place the least value on such trash ; 
but what we do seriously mean is, that it is such trash or straw that often sets 


a whole country in conflagration. Hence the necessity for the Government to 
he always on the alert.” 


; 2s RP! ae 
} i ah a Me: ee Pica 4 i % ~ Fy * 
re ae iS : ae oer A > rs ; i ey 
ss ae | ag ee ee lls, Pe tee EON Pe ae 2 
a * 2 Pate, ag ¥ 
or " " yf és ‘ 


ie SARE dng ee 
ae oe ; 
ey ae bo eS 
ies S pe Shale ‘ 
pee pte Ge 
wuge bs Sia vm it 3 


The Deccan Star (2) of the same date, referring to the rumour that 5,000 
copies of an incendiary pamphlet intended for India 

- — ” ~ ee have been recently "ininted in New York, says: 
“ Now is this rumour likely to be true? We on our part should only consider 
it to be a bazar gup and relegate it to the winds. But even if it be supposed 


that such an incendi pampblet is published in New York, and that an urgent 
appeal is made to the Hindy regiments to imitate the conduct of Nana Saheb’s 
Sepoys, we must once for all tell our rulers that such an evil bait will find no 
sr epeny with the people of India. Nothing would be farther from our 
thoughts than the wish for a speedy cessation of British rule in India. Our 
presen} state is not such that we can dispense with the several hnmanizing 
afuences of the English rule. We are just beginning to learn to exercise our 
own legs with England’s assistance, and we require this assistance for several 
fam more. Political philosophers no doubt assert that a long continuing 
; ea Sovernment in any country is an impossibility ; yet with our country 
Mdividually, we must confess the time is not yet come when we can be very 
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? trusted to the strength of our own legs and wish that Englishmen will 
walk off with their bag and baggage when they have tau ght us self-govern- 
ment as once hinted by Sir P. Wodehouse. Our country is not yet 
for self-government ; and. it is therefore extremely absurd to suppose that such 
-ncendiary pamphlets can evoke any fitting response from the national mind. 
This inuendo must fall quite flat on our ears; and our rulers may rest assured 
that they have nothing to fear from us. Let them but pursue the same civilizing 
course, and without arms or ammunition we shall some future day gain our 
desired object.” 
The Arunodaya (20) of the 19th September refers to the various rumours 
which have of late emanated from the English Press 
_of the Presidency, and wonders how anybody could 
believe them to be true, and why the Government 
allows such trash to be published in the English newspapers. One of these 
rumours was to the effect that Ayub Khan was assisted by Russian officers and 
"Russian forces. The wonder is that these rumours are taken up even by the 
Home authorities, and questions are asked in Parliament with regard to their 
truth. They thus assume the importance of political secrets. Another of these 
rumours ‘was that the Turkish Government was trying to excite the Mahomedans 
of India against British rule through the agency of newspapers and other 
printed matter. This was supposed to be meant as retaliation for the foremost 
part which England has taken in bringing pressure on Turkey to adhere strictly 
to the terms of the Berlin Treaty. Both the above-mentioned rumours have 
been officially stated to be untrue. A third rumour is to the effect that 
R4émchandra Bal4ji, the nephew of Nana Saheb Peshwa, is under Russian protee- 
tion and is trying to poison the minds of the Native” Princes of India against 
the paramount power. This rumour is of great importance, but is sure to turn 
out to be untrue. Then again we are told that six of the Mahomedan Princes 
of India have secretly visited Turkey and formed a secret understanding with 
that power. Considering the manner in which the Princes of India are watched 
by the Political officers, the very idea seems to be a preposterous one. But the 
latest of these rumours bids fair to surpass all the previous ones in the originality 
of its conception. It is to the effect that 5,090 copies of a seditious pamphlet 
have been secretly published in America in the language of the Brahmins for 
circulation in India. ‘This ramour bears the marks of falsehood ‘on its very face. 
Besides, the Hindus know full well the consequences of sedition, and have 
certainly derived a profitable lesson from the Afghan war, in which lacs of the 
combined Afghans, who are four times physically stronger than the Hindus and 
about a hundred times superior to them in bravery, energy and patriotism, 


have been defeated by the British Government. The writer is fully convinced 
that no Hindu will put faith in such idle rumours. 


The Vasai Samdchdr (22) of the 19th September says that its readers 

* te te a must be aware that Ramchandra, the nephew of Nana 
Saheb Peshwa and the enemy of the British, is at 

present under the protection of Russia. He writes on the 13th of J uly last to 
the Golos from Bagdad that he had come. there to see an Indian Nawd4b, and 
that he would go to Herat about the end of that month vid Teheran to hold an 
interview with the Amir Abdul Rahman, who is like a weapon in the hands of 
ussia. The Samdchér asks whether these rumours are true. So also Mr. 
Maclean, the late Editor of the Bombay Gazette and its present political corres- 
pondent, in writing to that paper, says that some curious information is given 
of Ramchandra in the Stundard. This nephew of Nana Saheb visited Afgha- 
reo last year in the capacity of an Envoy of Abdul Rahman, who was then 
ro aad, and thence attempted to induce the Indian Princes to rise against 
rok — in his favour. The British Government has all along been aware 
pe A. é Russian officers at Tashkand have been making some such attempts in 
wee as well as in India, and that some of the mutineers of 1857 resided 
town. The inquiry conducted at Bombay by Sir Frank Souter. with 
ne the captured mutineer Likayat Alli confirmed the truthfulness of the in- 
ae - received by the Government some time ago as to the Nana’s living with 
of th in the vicinity of Poona, and his subs equent flight when the attention 
© police was drawn to the circumstance. All these statements appears 
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ee aye the Samdchdr, because the natives believe the Nana to have died 
-long ago- | 


The Satya Shodhak (35) of the 19th September considers the rumours as et - 
entirely false, and hopes that Government will prevent the spread of such ~ «| 
rumours as far as possible. - 
o The Suryodaya (10) of the 20th September does not believe in the rumours. _ . a 

The Native Opinion (4) of the 19th September expresses its satisfaction at re 

the decision of the Bombay High Court in the case = fe 

Express satisfaction at the of Pujabhai Ghelabhai, a ghee merchant of Kaira, who 
decision of the pape Bee ie on being charged Rs. 25 on account of the license- 
Gholshba sic tax, appealed to the Collector of the district to reduce 
the sum to Rs. 20. That Officer, however, raised the 

sum to Rs. 60. An appeal to the District Judge of Ahmedabad was unsuccessful. 

¢ Pujabhai thereupon appealed to the High Court, who decided that according to 


the 12th section of Act 3 of 1878 the Collector had no right to increase the tax a 
on appeal. The complaining party had therefore the right to bring an action / 
against the Collector for having gone beyond his duty. The latter was also “i 


made to pay the cost of the suit. This decision will give great relief to the a 
people who are thereby encouraged to make appeals in such cases. Hitherto ae 
all such appeals were smothered by the Colleetor by enhancing the rates. 


The Arunodaya (20) of the same date says that there are hundreds of simi- a 
lar cases of oppression in the Mofussil. Will the present decision be of any use . 
in those cases ? aes 


The Dnydn Prakash (7) of the 20th September makes the same remarks as ae 
the Native Opinion. 


The Indu Prakash (3) of the 20th September nutices the case at great 
length, and says that it should teach the Government not to place too much 
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power in the hands of the executive officers, and not to curtail the independence 
of the judicial officers. | , ) 
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The Subodha Patrikd (5) of the 19th September considers Pujabhai as 
having done great service to his countrymen in persevering to get justice. 


we 
“e 


The Shubha Suchak (28) of the 17th September expresses similar senti- : : 
ments. 7 : 
The Gujardt Mitra (44) of the 19th September, in noticing the decision of S 


the Bombay High Court on the appeal of Pujabhai 
Reports that the Collectors Ghelabhai of Kaira, that a Collector cannot on appeal 
pide yao coe an nq raise the assessment made under the license-tax, ob- . 


the assessment imposed under Serves that several Collectors have increased the assess- tae 
the license-tax. ment in many cases. It is said tliat this has occurred g 

more in the Kaira District than in any other, and that 2 
the increase in the assessments consequent on appeal has amounted to about ten aa 


thousand rupees. If this report be true, the conduct of the Collector is tyran- 
nical, and he should be censured for it. In 1878, Mr. Pratt, the then Collector 
of Surat, heard earefully the appeals against the license-tax assessments, and 
restored confidence among the people. ‘The same has not been done this year, 


and the appeals of some persons have been disallowed, while the assessments in 
some cases have been increased. 


The Bombay Chroniele (43) of the 19th September, alluding to the same 


oF decision, observes that there are very few natives eo 
of the — the abolition who possess the courage and perseverance to seek a 
of the license-tax and the re- :. 4: : — 
imposition of the import duty justice as the appellant in the above case has done. a 
on cotton goods. Cases hke those of Pujabhai are by no means rare. Sa 
se cage The only way to remove the chance of injustice being — oes 
a 18 to abolish the tax itself; and if there be need of supplying the deficit | eae 
re ich will be caused by the abolition, the import duties on cotton goods, which | 5 

we been unj ustly abolished, may be restored. If this is done, the authorities - 
will have diseh d thei i i : Ss 

mn arged their duty to this country, and the people will become + 
oo the annoyance which they suffer from the odious tax, and will enjoy i 
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ian Spectator (1) of the 19th September, referring to the Edwards’ 

: yes ee? a says: ‘ Eoteite the worst that could be 
Comment on the Edw assumed against the Magistrate that he erred a trifle 
case. | in accepting without demur the evidence of mere 
stable-boys, what then? Are not decisions of the lower and District Courts 
often altered and not seldom altogether reversed by the High Court ? Why then 
this insensate chatter about the Magistrate’s duty to | and so on? If 
‘udicial executives were to throw up their appointments directly a superior 
ladiciary or the head of the Government interfered with their judgment, the 
uence would be serious indeed. The commission of a trespass cannot 
be denied, whatever the motive for doing so may have been. Then again, not 
only do Government put implicit faith in the assertions of an interested , 
but they deliberately and advisedly reverse the judgment of one of their own 
trusted executives, and that without assigning any reason to speak of. However 
strong the justification of their ree ay te the manner of expressing it is 
extremely objectionable. This unseenly haste on the part of the Government 
is to be losis Ri ; | 


The Deccan Star (2) of the same date, commenting on the same, is of 
inion that there was no serious breach of justice to call for the interference 
the highest executive authority. Edwards appears to be guilty at all events, 

if not of theft, of criminal trespass. His release by a telegraphic order seems 
to be an extraordinary stretch of authority. The Star objects to the exercise 
of arbitrary power. No explanation has yet been offered for their unusual 
conduct, but it is hoped that Government will not allow it to remain a mystery 
any longer. 

The Native Opinion (4) of the same date says that if the present conduct 
of Government is correct, then it means that no Judges will be safe against the 
calumnies of those whom they convict, and that they need not hold their posts 
or honour worth a penny’s purchase. If Government is bound to protect the 
personal liberty of its subjects, it is equally bound to protect the honour of its 


magistrates. 


The Indu Prakdsh (8) of the 20th September comments unfavorably on the 


action of Government in this case, and considers the boy’s statements as entirely 
unfounded. | 


The Subodha Patriké (5) of the 19th September is of opinion that the 
action of Government is not such as would be approved of by unbiassed and 
nght-thinking men. It is very much to be doubted whether Government 
would have done the same in the case of a native instead of a Eurasian. 


The Bombay Samachar (47) of the 22nd September observes that the Gov- 
Otte tes Ge ernment Resolution on the Edwards’ case has not 
Resolution in the Edwards * been able to make it alter its opinion already expressed 
case. that Mr. Dosdbhai’s decision is just. In the first 
ai place, the course taken by Government in exercising 
us prerogative to interfere with a Magistrate’s decision is not quite legal. 
Government made private enquiries, and after their result liberated the prisoner, 
but the step is questionable. If they relied on the representations of untrust- 
worthy persons, and made private enquiries into legal decisions, there would 
be no end to the confusion which would arise from such a proceeding. Gov- 
- ument consider it extremely improbable that the prisoner, who was a clerk 
in a Government office, should attempt to steal an article so difficult to conceal 
oe - ttle marketable as a single carriage lamp and put forward the opinion 
him police to the same effect. They also state that the police did not charge 
with theft but simply with criminal trespass.) They are welcome to 
= these opinions ; but the public are of —— that this should not have 
his ewery to interfere with the Magistrate’s decision. Mr. Dosd4bhdi has, in 
ame on, stated that in addition to the evidence that the prisoner did 
wi dees attempt to steal, he, the Magistrate, knew that the prisoner’s father 
cher; “ry poor, ill-conditioned, and a drunkard; that he was a recipient of 
ty from the Police Court poor-box ; that Mr. Webb, seeing him Pree in the 
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Police Court itself, discontinued the charity ; and that these facts made it a 
bable that the son would make an attempt to steal a carriage lamp. It is 
gratifying to find that Government have duly considered the high qualities 
exhibited by the Magistrate in his long and honourable career, and have refused 
to believe the allegations made by the prisoner against him. However, the 
Government Resolution begins with the observation that the nature of the 
allegations made by the prisoner and his father was such as to induce Govern- 
ment not only to call for the Magistrate’s explanation, but also to cause an 
independent enquiry to be made into the facts of the case. But these two 
courses are quite contrary to each other, and impair the gravity which a Gov- 
ernment Resolution should possess. It is no less strange that though Govern- 
ment disbelieved the allegations of persons like the prisoner and his father, they 
were induced to, make an independent enquiry not through a judicial officer but 
through their own Solicitor. Such steps as these impair the public confidence 
in the acts of Government. The Samdchdr has, in its replies to the remarks 
made on the case by the Times of India, shown the worthlessness of the supposi- 
tion made in the Government Resolution that Mr. DosAbhdi was irresistibly led 
away by his sensitiveness as regards the honour of a Parsi family and his indig- 
nation at the defence made by the prisoner, to disbelieve that defence. It is 
really strange that Government should have resorted to such a weak argument 
as this. They have revived a class question in this Resolution, and they too 
have been irresistibly drawn into showing similar sympathy to the Eurasian. 
In short, the Resolution in question has failed to satisfy the public. 


The Jéme Jamsed (48) of the same date, in noticing the remark in the same 
Resolution, that the P4rsis are sensitive to the honour -of their families, and that 
Mr. Dosébhd4i seems to have been irresistibly led away by his unwillingness to 
believe the defence of the prisoner, &c., observes that these remarks are based 
on the supposed knowledge of Government as to what passed in the mind of the 
Magistrate when he weighed the evidence. However, if he be really sensitive 
to the honour of Parsi families, he deserves praise for the same, for persons of 
good character only entertain such feelings, and Englishmen themselves cherish 
these praiseworthy feelings for their own families, and other persons respect 
them for doing so. But just as an English Judge would not allow himself to be 
carried away by his feelings for English families when sitting in his chair of 
justice, so does everybody, long acquainted with the impartial dispensation of 
_ Justice by Mr. Dosabhdi, believe that he too will never do the same in regard to 
the honour of Parsi families. It is to be regretted therefore that Government 
should have committed the mistake of attributing these motives to his decision. 


The Akhkbére Sowddgar (49) of the same date repeats some of the arguments 
set forth in the Bombay Saméchdr. | 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr of the 25th September expresses 
sentiments somewhat similar to the above. 


A correspondent of the Jéme Jamsed (48) of the 24th September, in allud- 
ing to the concluding remark in the Government 
marry Resolution on the Edwards’ case, that Government 
Edwards’ cae conan ‘tke surmised that the Pérsis being sensitive to the honour 
to the honour of Parsi ladies, Of their families, Mr. Dos&bhai Frdmji was irresistibly 
drawn into sympathy with the complainant, remarks 
that this observation must cause surprise to those who watch public events. A 
few years ago a Parsi lady severely beat and pushed down stairs another 
Parsi female who was her tenant. Mr. Dosdbhdi Frémji, who tried the case, 
sentenced the accused to one month’s imprisonment with hard labour. This 
was the first instance in which a Parsi female was sent to jail for committi 
an assault, and elicited strong criticism from the Pérsi community. Had he 
aly Sympathy for the females of his community, while engaged in the dispensa- 
tion of justice from the Magisterial chair, as the Government Resolution sa 
© has, he would have sentenced the accused female to a fine only, and would 


a drawn on himself the unenviable accusation of having no sympathy 


Observes that Mr. Dosabhai 
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The Loka Mitra (54) of the 19th September thinks that F. A. Edwards has 
— ae a agate egg esos ped — Governor by 
Believes : - ‘telegraph order, after considering the petition of the 
mee: ee boron prisoner and the statement of his father onl - This ste 
tg tio from Mr. on the part of Government seems from a judicial as w 
| i Frimji whosentenc- gg common sense point of view as improper, and the. 
ed him to three — m Mitra is not aware of there being any precedent in 
prisonment for itsfavour. From the facts already before the public, it 
appears that the Magistrate’s decision is just and fair. With the exception of the 
Times of India, the whole of the Press both Anglo-Indian and Vernacular are of the 
game opinion, and if this is the case in the absence of the Magistrate’s explanation, 
the publication of the same must confirm that opinion, and must expose the 
injustice of the step taken by Government still more flagrantly. The petition of the 
risoner and the statement of his father do not contain anything more than the 
efence made in the Police Court. They give an exaggerated and highly 
eolored account of a vile calumny, and the only new assertion made in them is 
that the Magistrate has close intercourse with the prosecutor’s family, and that 
consequently he was induced* to give his decision against the accused. The 
prisoner and his father have given no proof in support of the above and other 
statements made by them. Hence it is very surprising that their petitions 
should have been considered by Government as deserying weight. If judicial 
decisions are to be upset by such petitions and with such ease, it will be no wonder 
if public respect for, and confidence in, Government are lessened. Since Govern- 
ment have considered the decision of such an honourable, respected and 
experienced Magistrate as Mr. Dosdbhdi, as objectionable, the public believe 
that Government consider the highest native official lower than a Eurasian lad, 
who by his own and his father’s statements was a scamp. In spite of the 
seemingly wilful step taken by Government, the public consider Mr. Dosdbhdi’s 
decision as just, and sympathize with him. 
The Yajdén Parast (52) of the same date makes similar remarks, and 
requests Government to publish the Resolution on the subject. 


The Bombay Chronicle (43) of the same date asserts that Mr. Dosdbhdi’s 
decision was correct and just. 


The Guardti (64) of the same date regrets to see that Government did not 
order a judicial revision of the decision if they suspected that it was wrong and. 
unjust, and that they acted upon the result of a privateenquiry. Itis hoped that 
Nir James’ Government will not act similarly in future. The Satya Mitra (55) 
of the same date makes remarks somewhat similar to those made above by the 
Loka Mitra. The cartoon in the Parsi Punch (51) of the same date represents 
Justice weighing the decision given by Mr. Dosdbhdi ['r4mji in the case of 
Edwards with the order of His Excellency the Governor in that case, and shows 
that the former is found weighty (just). The Punch makes some more remarks 
to the same effect in more than one place in its usual jocular style. The Broach 
Vartamdn (72) of the 24th September, and the Nydya Prakash (66) of the 20th 
September, but received on the 25th, make remarks somewhat similar to those 
made above by the Loka Mitra. 


The Bombay Samdchér (47) of the 25th September is glad that two other 
ee en ae poy ae members of the Legislative Council, His Excellency 
ene Bill. : ° General Warre and the Honourable Mr. Graham have 
joined the Honourable Mr. Maurdrji Gokulddis in ~ 
opposing the Game Preservation Bill. Besides these, two Government officials 
have raised strong objections to certain sections of the Bill. ‘This increase in 
the opposition may be attributed to the measure having assumed a severer 
“ppearance after its passing through the Select Committee than the original 
: had. There are now three members of the Council itself who say that 
On people have not prayed for this measure of which there is no need at all. 
utside the Council the people and a large portion of the Native Press are of the 
on Opmion. When the Honourable Mr. Ashburner introduced the Bill into 
e Couhcil for the first time, he observed that the measure was needed to make 
certain conveniences to Government officials residing in the Mofussil. At its 
Second reading he stated that the European population of this Presidency is 
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“ teereasing day by day, and sin¢e.a large portion of their food consists-of meat, 
++ is desirable to pass a Game Preservation Bill. The Saméchdér would be very 
willing to make every convenience to Europeans as regards meat ; but nothing 
js as yet known as to their having experienced any difficulties in this particular. 
Europeans themselves have not complained publicly as to their existence, nor 
has the Honourable Mr. Ashburner proved it before the Council. ‘The statement 


their supply of meat seems unfounded, and hence there appears to be no need for 
passing the Bill into a law. : 


The Yajddn Parast (52) of the 19th September observes that the Game 
ies Pe. Preservation Bill appeared: objectionable at first, as 
: hey — raising hindrances in the way of poor persons 
x geen who maintain themselves on the game of the forest. 
But a re-consideration of it has convinced the Paras? that it is for the benefit of 
these persons, and that the object of Government in getting it enacted is most 
praiseworthy. Experienced sportsmen say that game animals have been con- 
siderably destroyed and have become scarce in the Deccan and Gujarét; and 
should they become extinct from unchecked slaughter in future, poor 
persons who feed themselves on them would have to suffer great incon- 
venience. Hence it is re desirable that Government should, as proposed, 
prohibit game from being killed during certain seasons of the year. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 19th September expresses its disapproval of 
Disapproves of the Game the Game Preservation Bill. . 
Preservation Bill. 
The Shivdji (17) of the 17th, the Din Bandhu (14) of the 19th, the 
Khdndesh Vaibhav (40) of the 17th, and the Suryodaya (10) of the 20th, express 
similar sentiments. 
The Bombay Chronicle (43) of the 19th September approves of the Bill. 


The Yajddn Parast (52) of the 19th September observes that it has been 
more than once proved that the proposed factory law 
will hinder the free working of the Indian mills and 

: will check the growth of a rising industry. Of all the 
subordinate Governments that of Bombay only approved of the measure, and 
hence it was feared that the Act would be applied to this Presidency alone. 
But seeing the injustice, the Supreme Government have decided to make it 
applicable to the whole of India. This step does not remove the objections 
raised against it. Though the application of the Bill to the Bengal and the 
Madras Presidencies may increase the opposition to it, it cannot be believed 
that it will be given up by the legislature. 


The same approves of the provision of the Bill to extend the pecuniary 

. and other jurisdiction of the Presidency Small Cause 

: eumeores of the provision (Courts, which declares that suits for the recovery- of 
af dijon ter “dothe tak a debts up to two thousand rupees shall be cogmzable 
the Presidency Small Can», by these Courts. At present the pecuniary limit of 
Courta. such suits is fixed.at one thousand rupees, and can- 
; sequently, those for a larger amount have to be 

prosecuted in the High Courts. But in the latter Courts, Barristers have to be 
engaged since Solicitors and Vakils are not allowed to plead such cases, and 
parties have to undergo great cost amounting in ‘some cases to. sums larger 
than the amount of the claim. Again, cases are more speedily disposed of in the 
Small Cause Court than in the High Court. Thus the prosecution of claims for 
debts in the former Courts is beneficial from pecuniary and other points of 
view. It would be still better if the pecuniary limit is extended to three thousand 


rupees, 
The Native Opinion (4) of the 19th September writes a long article against 
Hake remarks onthe new the new forest rules as being destructive of private 
forest rales. forest rights. 


senna” Din Bandhu (14) of the same date writes a long article on the same 


venue Vritta (33) of the 16th September has a long article on the 


Disapproves of the Factory 
Bill. 


that the entire Buropean population of this Presidency meet with difficulties in 


= a The Daydn Prakash (7) of the 23rd Se teiatide 
Comments on the Arms Act. comments unfavorably on the Arms Act. , 


The Dnydn Sagar (29) of the 20th September writes a long article on the 


Dp. Act. OPpressive character of the C. D. Act lately intro- 
ain equine 2.0. Oe" duced into Bombay. 


The Vengurla Vritta (33) of the 16th September complains of the manner 
hy) ae zt which the agree g tee levied ee th Mofussil. 
rge sums.are exac m petty dealers in sun 
— — articles, and as the sathavition lta levy the tax and 

those to whom an appeal can be made are almost the 
game, it is impossible to get redress. The limit of the minimum annual income - 
has been recently raised to Rs. 500, but this concession is made only on paper, 
and nothing of the kind has been practically done. The tax has not been 


extended to the official classes, and the proceeds are spent on unjust wars. 


ae The same asks the Poona Sdrvajanik Sabh4 to 
ama Cayo pas Pra send-in a memorial to His Excellency the Viceroy 
Act repealed. for the repeal of the Vernacular Press Act. 


The Nydya Sindhu (38) of the 20th September contains a translation of a 
Refers to the opiam trade. 


fetter signed R. which appeared ina recent issue of 
the Times of India, warning the Government against 
increased foreign competition as regards the opium trade, and suggesting 

reduetion in the duty as a remedy. : 


The Shubha Suchak (28) of the 17th September has a long article on the 
same subject, and expresses similar sentiments. ; 


The Shivdji (17) of the 17th September is of opinion that the increasing 
verty of this country is owing to there being no 
; Pasta es haat bs lw of 2 EI It is “ay _egggan of = pu 
a, aes, Pe that is impoverishing not only the ryots but the 
KE ee ene nobles. The oaaner a this fact will “ya obvious 
by casting a glance at the present condition of the ancient illustrious families. 
Fach generation sees the fortune split up into as many branches as the members 
of the family. Colossal fortunes have thus dwindled down into insignificance. 
Under the present system idleness is encouraged, because all the members of a 
family depend upon the ancestral heritage, and never dream of applying them- 
selves to opening out new channels of industry for the benefit of themselves and 
their children. Accumulation of capital fur such purpose is therefore become 
an impossibility, and without capital there can be no enterprize. The nobility 
en account of their large interests at stake constitute the back-bone of the 
strength of a government ; and that country, in which that strength is wanting, 
cannot be said to be well cireumstanced. Poverty in the course of time 
engenders a spirit of recklessness and opposition, because no losses are involved 
by it. It may be urged against the introduction of the law of primogeniture 
in this country that it is against the spirit of its ancient laws ; but it should be 
remembered that the British Government is not influenced by any such con- 
sideration of veneration for antiquity, when the advantages from a departure 
from the old course are patent, as for instance, witness the suppression of sati, 
infanticide, &c. The old must always make way for the new if the latter is 
decidedly more advantageous. The writer, therefore, hopes that Government will 
seriously direct their attention to this subject, which involves many important 
questions tending to the welfare of the community. 3 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) is of opinion that some of the newly appointed 
Mak ‘Village Munsifs and Conciliators are incompetent 
tion with Henn, commee- and inexperienced men who are swollen with pride at 
V Missi cat tect their nomination, and who are unable to do justice to 
hators. | their posts, and that it is necessary therefore to make 
sehen = these appointments more carefully in future. : The 
F - of Conciliators should also be increased, because ones to section 49 
me..D. A. .R. Act those cases in which it is not intended to arrive at a 


a through a local jury, the plaintiff is required by the Subordinate Judges 
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to produce a certificate to that effect from a Conciliator before admitting th 

plaint. This shows the necessity of having a greater number of Conciliators, 
4s im télukas like Bhimthadi they are posted at such long distances from one 
another that the object of their nomination—to facilitate the settling of disputes 
+n the case of the 1 he eg frustrated. It is also recommended that the office of 
Coneiliator should, as far as possible, be conferred on those who are usually an 


the habit of doing that sort of work in the villages, and who have therefore 
ample experience of it. | 
The Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 21st September, referring to the petition 
—. forwarded to Government by the Indian. mill-owners, 
Refers to the petition . praying for the removal of the new restriction with 
the conaca — regard to the employment of children under a certain 
ts age in the Indian mills, says that the intention of 
Government in putting such a restriction is simply to check native industry for 
the benefit of British traders. As this is an unworthy motive, it is hoped that 
the Liberal Ministry will be pleased to remove the restriction. 


The Dhdrwdd Vritta (31) of the 16th September is sorry to read in the 
: _ Deecan Star (2) of Poonaa notification by the District 
Comments on Densrg ered Judge of Bellary to the effect that as most of the 
pyro — places of clerks and others in all the courts of the 
: district are at present held by Brahmins, and that as 
this is contrary to the wishes and orders of Government, 50 per cent. of such places 
will henceforth be given to men of other castes. The Vritta* does not see the 
object of such partiality, when education is placed by Government within the 
reach of all the classes alike, and when choice has been hitherto made on the 
principle of merit. The number of Brahmins in Government service naturally 
preponderates, because they are not accustomed to any other work. Besides, 
can anything be said against the integrity and faithfulness of the hundreds of- 
Brahmins now in Government service? Is it just to judge of a whole class by 
some stray examples like that of Vasudev Fadke? It is not proper that Govern- 
ment should unnecessarily alienate the hearts of Brahmins, as it will only lead — 
to mutual enmity. 7 


The Arunodaya (20) of the 19th September hears that, while the natives of 

the Madras Presidency intend giving a dinner to His 
Me pre, natives of i Excellency the Duke of Buckingham, the European 

ney Oo ‘ : : : 

honour to His Excellency the Community seem to be against showing him any such 
Duke of Buckingham at the mark of affection and regard at the time of his 
- a his departare from approaching departure. This shows that while the 
, Duke has secured the good-will of the natives he has 

not sueceeded in doing the same as regards his own countrymen, which implies 
that the sentiments and interests of the two communities are not identical. 
When the interests of both are one and the same, their sentiments will become 
identical, there will be greater unity between the two races, and real good will 
result to India. But it is extremely doubtful whether such a happy day will 
ever dawn upon this country. The unpopularity of the Duke among his own 
countrymen in India is simply owing to his policy during the late famine. 
Unlike Sir Richard Temple, he did not for a moment ignore the stern reality of 
the ease. He was opposed to the one-pound ration theory ; and when he found 
the Supreme Government desirous of concealing the true nature and extend of 
the famine and of adopting a stinted policy in coping with it, he not only 
collected funds by public subscription in his own Presidency, but succeeded in 
enlisting the sympathy of his own countrymen at Home. He was thus able to 
; ve human suffering on a larger scale than was the case in the sister Presi- 
br eat _Unlike most officers in India, he sacrificed a flitting popularity at the 
: tar of justice and humanity. - It behoves the natives, therefore, to do him all 

onour, whatever may be the feelings of a handful of selfish Englishmen. 


The Arunodaya (20) of the 19th September referring to Sir D. 
Wedderburn’s statement that the present poverty of 


Refers to Sir D. te ‘ : 
burn’s dinheenens Pte fe India is owing to the custom of early marriage 


poverty of India is owi prevailing among the Hindus, concurs in that view, 
the custom of ony Beso but is of opinion that the natives cannot be blamed 
| for the introduction of the custom. According to 
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their religion adultery is a most heinous sin; it was thersfore ruled that 
“every body should be married. If there had been no such rule, the. proportion 
of illegitimate to legitimate children would have been even greater in this 
country than we find it to be in England. In the olden days people had no 
‘cular anxiety about their means of livelihood. When there was native 
rule there were ample opportunities of engaging in trade, commerce, or any 
other pursuit of life. ‘There was no fear of over-population, but increase in that 
was on the contrary much needed. Such being the state of the country, 
moral considerations served to strengthen the custom of early marriage. When 
the Mahomedans entered India there was much plundering in the beginning, 
but they soon settled down and became nationalized in this ovanty. But under 
the British Government the natives have lost all their independence even in 
matters of trade and business. They are therefore in great anxiety about the 
fature of their children. The necessity for the prevention of early marriage 
among all, and of marriage among the poor, is becoming more and more obvious 
every day. It is, therefore, advisable for the natives to think over the matter 
and adopt the proper remedy. It is true that adultery will increase by the 
pro prevention, but it cannot be helped. It is true that a large population 
constitutes the wealth of a country, but that rule does not apply to this country 
in its present condition. If there be any among the natives who are opposed to 
the change from moral considerations, they had better emigrate and. colonize 
some desolate tracts so as to ease this country of her superfluous population. At 
any rate Sir D. Wedderburn deserves the thanks of the community for directing 
their attention to the subject. 


The same, referring to the notification in a late issue of the Bombay 
Government Gazette, that articles, which are not arms 

Refers toa notification in 9% 9]] but are mere curiosities, are not liable to confis- 
ey Cee cation under the Arms Act of 1878, does not under- 
stand its meaning. In that Act the word ‘arms’ includes 

almost everything. Is it intended to permit the poe of knives, scissors, 


&e.? (The Natswre Opinion (4) of the same date makes somewhat similar 
remarks. ) | 


A correspondent of the Din Bandhu (14) of the 19th September, writing 

_ from Inddpur, says that the water of the Shirsophal 

Peace il OE on soy the *ank cannot supply the wants of more than one or two 

Indépur Téluka. villages, and proposes that the water of the new tank 
that is going to be excavated near Malad should be 
_ Joined to it, so as to make it capable of irrigating at least six or seven villages. 


The Vasai Samaéchdr (22) of the 19th September is sorry to hear that the 

is | _. popular chief constable of Bassein is dismissed from 

Rta © gg Meche the service on the ground of negligence in capturing 
dismissed from the service,  ® Murderer some time ago. The writer wonders wh 


he should be again punished for the same fault for 
which he had been fined Rs. 30 at that time. 


The Dhdrwdd Vritta (31) of the 16th September is against the retention of 
Kandahar by the British Government, because it will 

Is against the retention of entail an additional burden on the Indian exchequer. 
Kandahar. (The Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 21st, the Hitechhu 


: (27) of the 19th, and the Bodha Sudhakar (12) of the 
22nd September, are of the same opinion.) 


: The Suryodaya (10) of the 20th September is of opinion that Government 
should not lose this golden opportunity of annexing Kandahar. 


The Bombay Samdchér (47) of the 22nd September, in alluding to the 

. Sanction said to have been given by the Secre of 
fs thea rae State for India for the erection of at Simle for 
_Viceroy at Simla H. E.the Viceroy at a cost often lacs of rupees, observes 
oo . that the proposal for erecting the building is old, and 
Pablie W pproved of by several parties among whom is the Samdchér. The 
: ¢ Works Department has estimated the cost at ten lacs; but considering 
frequent under-estimates made by it, it is not unlikely that the cost of the 
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-oposed palace would reach the sum of fifteen lacs. Very few people can 
comprehend the object of raising such a costly building at Simla, which is a very 
retired and out-of-the-way place. It is only a sanitarium, and most of the 
yesidents are Government officials, with whom the Viceroy mixes freely. Again, 
His Excellency lives there for a portion of the year only, and the place does not 

the importance of a eapital. There is a large palace at Calcutta, which, 

if necessary, might be improved at a small cost. Most persons disapprove of the 

Government of India spo pe, the greater part of the year at this sanitariam and. 

undergoing & good deal of expenditure on that account. Among the useless State 

expenses stands the eost of the annual sojourn of Government to this sanitarium, 

and by erecting the palace, the objectionable item will be made a permanent 

Lastly, under the present condition of the finances it is not advisable to 

al such a large amount as fifteen lacs on a palace in a lonely place like Simla. 
It behoves the authorities therefore to abandon the idea. 


The Samsher Béhddur (68) of the 17th September, but received on the 


) 20th, hike the. Gajardt Mitra (44) and some other 
, Observes that waar hater es papers of last week, whose remarks on the subject 
ee undaieen tt Dheds bave been noticed in the last summary, observes that 
and Bhangis into Government the order issued by the Educational Department to. 
schools shows disregard of the admit the children of Dheds and Bhangis into 
solemn royal proclamation of Government schools shows a disregard of the 
—: solemn promise given by Her Majesty the Queen in 
1859 when assumirg direct sway over the Indian Empire, that the religious 
feclings of the subjects would be duly respected. The higher classes of the 
Hindus consider it a sin to touch a Dhed or a Bhangi; and to make the children 
of these castes to sit along with those of the former would considerably hurt 
the feelings of the higher classes. ‘T'o give offence toa large number for the 
sake of a few is also tantamount to overruling the sacred royal promise mentioned 
above. If the anthorities act contrary to the royal proclamation, which 
threatens to visit with serious displeasure those officers of Government who 
would go against it, it would be no wonder’if the Indian snbjects should 
waver in their confidence in royal words which have been hitherto received 
with implicit faith. _ 
A correspondent of the Kdéside Mumbai (57) states that several prostitutes 
of Bombay have since the 1st instant, on which date 
Requests the police of - the C. D. Act came into uperation, gone and resided 
a= sag gr at Bandora, Kurla, and other places of the Sdshti 
town from Bandore, and other ‘T4luka, in order to avoid their being subjected to the 
places at night. provisions of the Act. Several of them, however, come 
to Bombay and return to their places of residence at 
night by means of the B. B. & C. I. Railway. It behoves the Commissioner of 
Police, therefore, to prevent them from doing so. 


The Broach Samdchdr (73) of the 16th September, but received on the 20th, 


states that many persons practise gambling in Broach 
Requests the police 


f : 
Broach to put down camb hinge on the Pachusan holidays of the Shrévaks as well as 


which is practised in that 8 Some other Hindu holidays. It is also rumoured | 


town on some holidays. that when people go to the Banyds’ dharmashd4l4 near 
wane: the Dasdsvamed landing-place at the river, for a feast, 
they practise gambling there also. The Pdrsis probably do the same during 


their Muktéd holidays. It behoves the police therefore to put down the 
gerous vice. 


The Duniddéd (74) of the 21st September states that young children are 
Prefe _, employed in the Nadidd Mill, who stand the great danger 
against Pe Be of being maimed or of losing their lives. It behoves 
| ee Government, therefore, to make a law that children 
Poa a certain age shoul 
‘ nian late at night, and the danger to the limbs and lives of the workmen 
ncreased. This should also be stopped, and the owher of the mill should 


be 0 .b , 
whintice te due provision for such workmen as are maimed while 


dnot be employed. The mill is sometimes worked - 


7 - yee 
4, 0°" 


~ 
% . 
a fone s = <a ~ 
ee : ; 
Re ey : 
- Doe’ ‘i > 
ear ot Lee ian = 
‘er » y t _ 
Rag wag eee . 9 
- Es “ 
. te ie a es, ’ Cheat 
A as” Oe at : ; i ‘ 
a : : : 
5 i ae *S, a 
BS GS Me Ne 
- . » :. ae - 
» ny 


‘The Gujardti (64) of the 19th September observes that Mr. Tagore, the 


2 District and Session Judge of Surat, is really an able 
Requests Government to 


| 7 and good Judge, and it is strange that none of the 
sppoint an Assistant Judge European Civilians should be willing to serve under 
at Surat. him, because he isa native. A few days ago this 
subject was broached in the papers, and Mr. Hammick was blamed by the 
public for getting himself transferred from Surat. Mr. Birdwood thereupon 
Explained that Mr. Hammick did not get himself transferred because he was 
unwilling to serve under a native, but because he wanted promotion. This 
explanation was thought coesy et | at the time. But why have not Govern- 
ment yet ap inted an Assistant Judge, though the work in the Judge’s court has 
peor he) gm great deal? But from the information received by the Gujardti 
from a trustworthy source, it has reason to believe that none of the Euro 
Civilians is willing to serve under a native, and consequently Government 
have not. yet filled up the Assistant Judge’s place at Surat. If such should be 
the case, it does not speak well of Europeans. Government ought to appoint at 
once an Assistant to Mr. Tagore to give him some relief in his arduous work. 
7 The same contains a communication from a B.A., who complains that in 
spite of the order issued by Sir Richard Temple’s 


Relates the grievances o0f 8 Government to employ University graduates in the 
University graduate who has Revenue Department, on the small of rupees 


entered service m 


ve thirty-five per month, he found t difficulty in 
eer : 3 re Ape for himself. After a good deal of 
trouble he got a place in a Mamlatdar’s office. The other clerksof that office are 
unwilling to teach him thé*work he is required toperform. Ifhe commits a mistake, 
the same is at once reported to the head of the office, who, not being himself 
educated, considers the graduate as an ignorant person, and censures him with- 
out due cause. If the error be somewhat serious, a report is made to the officer 
who made his appointment. He is made to perform the work of three per- 
sons and kept employed from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. without any rest. This drudgery 
for the sake of the small pay of 35 rupees leaves him little time to carry on his 
studies at home. He regrets to see that his immediate superiors dislike him 
and hinder his progress and promotion, and that one of the Collectors remarked 
to Dr. Bihler, that Sir Richard Temple’s order for *the employment of the 
University graduates need not receive much attention after his departure from 
these shores. In conclusion, the graduate prays Government to make better 
arrangements for the employment and promotion of men of his class. 


‘The Deshi Mitra (65) of the 16th September, but received on the 22nd, in 


Considers of the sentence of tS usual jocular style wonders that Henry Bedwin, 
transporiation passed upon Who was charged at the Calcutta Criminal Sessions 


twoEuropeans fur the morder and convicted by the jury of having committed the 
er gg as being somewhat murder of his native servant, should have been 


sentenced to transportation for life and not to the 
extreme punishment of the law. . The Mitra expresses similar disapproval of 


the sentence of transportation passed upon Davy, a soldier of the 33rd European 
Regiment, who murdered a native woman at Allahabad. It also observes. that 


it may not be wrong under such circumstances to send the convicts to England 
to remain there under sentence of transportation. 


The same states that as Government require labourers for sending to the 
ay ec ones front, many persons of the lower classes of Surat have 


rs -- left that town and concealed themselves elsewhere. 
fiuierane aoe ae They are sofe afraid of being forcibly sent to the 


frontier. Many of them do not leave their houses 


after dark. Children are prohibited from going out after evening. They 


do not go to the works upon which they are emplo nor to the bazars to 
ay rations. It behoves th e ‘ oye 


6 police authorities of the town to put a stop to 
panic. 


. A correspondent of the Guwardt Mitra (44) of the 19th ne observes 
that Mr. Oliphant, the late Assistant Collector of Surat, 
7 closed the road at Dumas which leads to the o- 
maybe reopened to the Side, and consequently persons desirous of going in that 
public, - . direction for an lig law to take a long turn as far 


7 
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as . The Assistant Collector in charge of the téluka is requested to 
open the road again for the convenience of the public. 


Native Siates. 


correspondent of the Hitechhu (46) of the 16th September, but received 
5 _ on the rly observes that Mi Bhtesiagt 
Observes that Bhéusangyji ]] the affairs of the J4émnagar State, and it seems 
mismanages the Jamnagar fom his acts that he is avaricious and merciless. The 
ars. 3 Jém is ever kept intoxicated, and is therefore simply 
a doll, and Mr. Maganldl, the new Divdn, cannot act as he likes. The Chief 
to the Darbér room at 7 in the morning, from which honr till he retires to 
his residence Bhéusingji is ever by his side. Thepeople wish that the latter 
would be soon sent away from the State like his friend Mr. Kharkar, who 
brought him back to it. 


The Rast Goftér (50) of the 19th September, in alluding to the dismissal 
_ from office of the Regency Council of Cutch quotes the 
Makes remarks on the em following observations made by itself in a leader, 
— ” headed ‘ How to ruin the Native States” in its issue 
of the 4th July last, and summarized in the Report on 
the Native Press for the week ending the 10th Jaly. The question is why do 
British officers select obscure persons for the Divdnships of Natives States? Is 
there not one among the numerous well-known and educated natives who is 
able to discharge the duties of a Divin? The improvement of a Native State 
solely depends on its Divdén, but the Political officers seem determined not to 
appoint educated and known persons to that post. Colonel Phayre was the cause 
of Mr. Dadd4bhdi Nowroji’s failure at Baroda. To appoint an obscure person 
as a Divén is to accomplish the ruin of the Native State to which he is appointed. 
It is said that Government have dissatisfied not only the people of that princi- 
pality but also of other Natives States by dismissing the Regency Council. Rav 
shédur Manibhdi Jasbhdi, the Div4n of Cutch, who has reverted by order of 
Government to his substantive post at Baroda, conducted the administration of 
the State for four years with so much ability that on the occasion of his d 
from Bhuj the people of that town closed business as a mark of their sorrow, and 
that all the subjects of the State intend to make a petition to Government agai 
its resolution, and in favour of the Divd4n and of the Council. The people are 
deeply grateful to the Divan for the several improvements introduced by him 
into the State, and the dismissal of the Council has deeply aggrieved them as 
well as the young Rav. The reason which is said to have caused Government 
to take the responsible step appears to be trifling. They have been discharged 
from office, because they submitted a protest against Major Reeves, the 
Political Agent, to Government direct without sending it through the Political 
Agent. Their defence is that the document being against the Political 
Agent himself, they did not think it proper to send it through him, and 
therefore forwarded it direct. It is very strange that Government should insist 


- 


upon their sending the document through the very person against whom it was 


a complaint, and who might make a delay in submitting it, or make a 
statement in regard to it, or subject them to further annoyance, or do all these 
things. The public are not pleased with his appointment, and the reason of this 
may be traced to his having quarrelled with the Cutch Regency Council soon 
t his appointment to that State. The cause of the quarrel seems to be his 
obstinacy. The Bhay4d Member of the Council recently died and the Political 
Agent wished to fill up the vacancy, by appointing an inexperienced youth. 
he Council raised two objections against the proposed appointment, one of which 
was that the proposed nominee had just arrived at maturity and had assumed 
charge of his estates; and the other was that he belonged to the family which 
yo 8 rival of the reigning family. In spite of these sound objections, Major 
ves insisted upon the appointment whereupon the Council made a 
ese & copy of which they sent to Government direct, and another 
hiaats Major Reeves. Since this step on the part of the Council, the Political 
Pr os raised many hindrances in their properly working together, and the result 
s has been that Government have abolished the Council and charged the 
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ee ‘Political | Agent to appoint a new Divan and a new Council. The late Rav by his 


last will appointed the Council with the consent of the paramount Government, 
d hime selected the Divén and its other Members. He did this on his 
death-bed and wished thereby to make a good provision for the administration 
of the State during the minority of his son. The serious objection to the 
abolition of the Council is that by that step the last wishes of the late Prince 
have been set aside. Again; Major Reeves being authorized to appoint the 
new Council, there are fears of the constitution of that body, as devised by the 
late Chief by making the Political Agent its President and nominating the 
Divén, a Darbdri, a Bhdéydd, and a merchant as its members, being set aside. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 19th September says that the severe and one- 
sided resolution of Government in the case of Rav 
Disapproves of Legere Bahidur Manibhd4i Jasbhdi is another instance of the 
of gem with regard exercise of arbitrary power which is of late so much 
ime in fashion. This is owing to the fact that both the 
Civilian Members of the Bombay Legislative Council belong to the Revenue 
Department, and that there is none from the Judicial. There is consequently 
no sagacious and far-seeing statesman in the Council possessed of a high sense 
of justice. Much was expected from the new Governor, but the new forest rules 
are indicative of the same arbitrary principles of Government, which prevailed 
in the days of Sir Richard Temple. The affairs of Cutch, moreover, have only 
confirmed the popular notion. ‘The cause of Mr. Manibhdi’s removal and of the 
subversion of the Government of Cutch is said to be that the members of the 
Regency sent a eae direct to Government. As far as can be judged from 
the facts before the public, it appears that the members were removed simply to 
get rid of the opposition to the wishes of the Political Agent, who wished to 
appoint in place of a deceased Bhayéd Member an inexperienced youth 
notoriously inimical to the reigning family. The conduct of Government in 
this matter is calculated to encourage political officers to exercise arbit 
power and to prevent the subjects of Native States from expressing their wishes 
and feelings. The latter are already discontented with the meddling policy of 
Government with regard to the manufacture and sale of opium and salt, and 
the present step will smother all honest expression on tle part of Government 
officers, the subjects of Native States, and the people at large. It is unbecoming 


a great people like the English to adopt sucha policy. It is to be hoped that 


the Government of His Excellency Lord Ripon will not allow such a foul stain 
to attach itself to its good name. 


The Dhdrwdéd Vritta (31) of the 16th September writes a long article on 
the same subject, and expresses similar sentiments. 
Railways. 
A correspondent of the Ndésik Vritia (36) of the 18th September states that 
Saysthat somenight-trains the compartments of the train which starts from 
onthe Dhond and Manméd Dhond Station at 4-10 a.m. (Bombay time) and of 
* Hne are not lighted. — the one which starts from Manmdd at 3 a.m. are not 


lighted, and that there j £ Bailie: oie) 6. nik. : 
ade ie ta Gk. is consequent facility afforded to pick-pockets to ply their 


The Dunidddéd (7 4) of the 21st September states that on the previous day 


| a large number of passengers were waiting since 
a barresapoard ge Dikorwere ™Orning at the Naridd Station of the B. B. me C. i. 
over-crowded. Railway to go to Dakor, but there was no train. At 
ee last a special arrived in the evening, and the passengers 
ee en y into the carriages like cattle. The complaint about the over- 
ns s railway carriages is of old standing, and yet the authorities take no 


Miscellaneous. 
A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakash (7) of the 20th September, writing 


| from Kolhdpur, reports that th Prof f 
Sa - pur, rep the new L[rofessor 0 
Sanakrit at the Roane, of Sanskrit at the local College is engaged in the v 


College is engaged in collect. 1#udable work of collecting Jain manuscripts from the 


ing Jain manuscripts. surrounding districts and translating them. He has 


. alread eded i ide 
of Jain works from the Jain = y — ed in securing a considerable number 
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(he Nydya Sindhu (38) of the 20th September states that a brazen image 
Ree of some deity was lying neglected for many years in 
Gives out @ story m COM’ the corner of a temple in some Burmese town. Ithas 
= mse ™ = been recently found out. however that seven hair have 
— suddenly grown on its head and face. The image is 
now placed in a glass case and thousands of people flock to see-it. The 
Burmese suppose it to be an indication that their country will prosper, and 
that their independence will be protected. 


The same understands from a Delhi paper that the phenomenon of a rail- 
a, Way train consisting of twelve waggons moving in the 
mpage strange Sig"* sky was seen by the inhabitants of Delhi on the 22nd 
seen at of last month, and that the strange sight is considered 
- by them as foreboding evil. 


‘The same reports that the King of Nepal is busily engaged in making 
warlike preparations. It is said to be his intention 
King of to send troops to Afghanistan to assist the British force. 
The object is no doubt a good one, but the British 
Government are not prepared to accept the offer. 


The Bodha Sudhékar (12) of the 22nd September hears that numerous 

onus cases of C2808 have lately occurred in the Khatdév Téluka of 

steele adtte ints Khatéy the Sétdra Zilla of destroying cattle by means of 
Taluka. : poison. 

A correspondent of the Dnydén Sdgar (29) of the 20th September, writing 

from Miraj, reports a wonderful occurrence in connec- 

Reports a wonderful oc- tion with a Nimb tree near the Mhysdlvés, from a 


currence in connection with a showy ‘ eg : w 
a branch of which a milky juice was trickling for two 
b tree near Mira : 5 
0 pa d or three days, and that thousands of people flocked to 


see it and wondered what it prognosticated. 


D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
28th September 1880. 
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| Polaties and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 26th September, referring to the case of 

; _ Pujabhai Ghelabhai, says: “The question has often 

Rejoices at the decision been asked of late years, when shall the High Courts 
of the Bombay oS tee of the Presidencies become subordinate departments 
in the case of Pujbhst Othe State? When shall the Judges award judg- 
— ments, as in Russian courts, according to the direction 
of the Gpvernment ? In fact, when will the Government learn the manful art 
of rough-riding their own enactments whenever it best suits their purpose ? 
No doubt, they have made a very beginning, and there have been some 
legislative measures recently wherein questions resting between Govern- 
ment on one side and their powerless subjects on the other are left out of the 
pale of the ordinary jurisdiction of the High Courts and ‘entrusted to the 
arbitrary caprices of those irresponsible Satraps, who air themselves in India like 
so many German princelings and dukes—we mean the thrice-born Revenue 
officials. For instance we are tempted to ask the question, what would have 
been the fate of the Khaira gheewala, from whom was extorted the license-tax 
fee of Rs. 60 by the Mofussil Collector and his young man, in spite of his 
repeated protestations that he was not liable to more than Rs. 20, but for 
our High Court and the just interpretation of the law by the excellent Judges, 
Sir Charles Sargent and Mr. Maxwell Melvill? The mght of appeal against 
official greed or high-handedness is indeed an invaluable boon. But who can 
tell how long the privilege will rest with the. ger aw ? Were it not for the 
existence of an independent tribunal, we would shudder to contemplate the 
pass to which the British name might be brought by those whom Chislom Anstey 
called ‘ the wolves of the Mofussil’/—Civilians who would not scruple to mow 
down a whole population by the sharp pointed dagger of salt policy and railway 


policy and license-tax policy, if by such means they secured unto themselves 
their master’s favours.” 


The Kalpataru (25) of the same date is glad to hear of the decision passed. 
by the Bombay High Court in the case of Pujabhai Ghelabhai, and hopes that 
it will serve to check the illegal course adopted by the Revenue officers of 
enhancing the rates in connection with the license-tax in most’ cases of appeal. 


The Vasait Samdchdr (22) of the same date, the Belgaum Saméchér (30) of 
the 27th September, the Suryodaya (10) of the same date, the Dhdérwdd Vritia (31) 
of the 23rd, the Satya Shodhak (35) of the 26th, the Daydn Bodhak (32) of the 
27th, the Jagan Mitra (34) of the 27th, the Shivaji (17) of the 24th, the 


Mahérashtra Mitra (11) of the 23rd and the Bodha Sudhdkar (12) of the 29th 
September express similar sentiments. 


editing ‘af. the” icianee A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 


in which the license-tax is 2/th September, writing from Vengurla, mentions 
me in the Vengurla !Dis- several cases of heavy assessments in that district in 
connection with the license-tax. 


Ref The Indu Prakash (3) of the 29th September 
on Mr. 2 rg ane aging referring to the censure passed by Mr. Justice Marriott 
Justice Marriott, - ° = +n Mr. Nand Moroji, concurs with the J udge in 


condemning the action of Mr. Nand. 


ane Indian Spectator (1) of the 26th September, referring to the same, 
liad tate Hindu Magistrate as being far too independent and straight- 


) be guilty of bias. ‘The writer waits for further inqui d explanati 
with considersble oe writer waits for further inquiry and exp on 


The Native Opinion (4) of the same date suggests that a return of 
postponements i various courts may be usefully looked into by His Excellency 
€ Governor in Council. 


sa The Shivdji (17) of the 24th September thinks that there must have been 
© cause for 


duties of tha te the postponement of the case, owing perhaps to the multifarious — 


a agistrate. Mr. N4n4’s antecedents prove him to be incapable of 
eng wilfully anything of the nature alleged. Again, there is no rule that a 
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ae a should not before his father. The remarks of the Judge are entirely 
“qnealled for. It is not proper to make accusations in this way. 
: The Gujarati (64) of the 26th September, in alluding to the censure 
_ by the Honourable Mr. Justice Marriott on Mr. Nané 
Moro} i, the Third Police Magistrate of Bombay, for 
having delayed the disposal of the charge of theft 
brought against one Lilb4i and her daughter, and to 
the condemnation made by the same Judge of the 
practice of the Magistrate’s son pleading before 
his father, observes that the Honourable Judge’s sentiments against the 
- delay in the disposal of the case are really praiseworthy, and the Magistrate 
deserves to be blamed. As regards the Judge’s opinion that Mr. Nd4n4 Moroji’s 
gon ought not to plead before his father, the Zimes of India gives a recent 
case which occurred in an English cuurt, showing that there ought to be no 
objection to the practice. Several Magistrates ag org 4 make a great delay 
in the disposal of some cases, but Government do not adopt proper measures to 
check this improper course. 


The Indu Prakash (3) of the 27th September, referring to the Government 
, Resolution on the Edwards’ case, says that if the 
Comment on the Edwards’ @vernment had simply released the prisoner without 
aia specifying the aad for it or by simply stating that 
they considered that the two months’ imprisonment which the boy had suffered 
was enough punishment for the charge, there would have been no cause for 
complaint. But when Government put faith in the after-defence of the boy and 
impugn the honesty of the Magistrate who tried the case, they cannot stop 
atthis stage of the matter if they have the honesty and courage of their 
convictions; otherwise the public will be fully justified in questioning their 
motives in the action they have till now taken. 


The Subodha Pairikd (5) of the 26th September, referring to the same, 
says that it was sympathy for Edwards and not regard for justice that has 
been the paramount motive in the curious proceeding which has been adopted 
by the Government in this matter. It would have been better if the pre- 
rogative of releasing the prisoner had been exercised on the ground of mercy 
only and nothing had been said about investigation or justice. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the same date asks whether the step undertaken 
by Government in this matter may not be owing to the preponderance of the 
revenue element in His Excellency’s Council. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the same date is of opinion that the Govern- 
ment have erred precisely on the same ground on which the Resolution states 
the Magistrate to have erred. 


The Shivdji (17) of the 24th September says that there was nothing 
unusual in the case to call for any particular censure of the Magistrate’s proceed- 
mgs. He may have erred in his judgment but the reversal of the decision 
would have been quite enouzh to satisfy the claims of justice. There was no 
reason to suspect the Magistrate’s motives. What if some other individual, 
who was not a Pirsi, had been in Mr. Dosdbhdi’s place and had delivered the 
same judgment ? What motive could have been ascribed in that case? The 

te’s being a Parsi was an accidental circumstance. It is not at all 
uncommon for Government to reverse a sentence passed by the High Court. 
The same could have been done in this case and that would have been enough. 
Government goes on ascribing motives as in the present case, what can be 
said about such a line of policy? It was not proper to release the prisoner 
before the Magistrate’s explanation had been duly considered. Mr. Dosdbhai’s 
antecedents ought to have had some weight in framing the Resolution. On 
the whole it cannot be denied that too much has been made of the case, for 
which Government is entirely responsible. ) 


The Rast Goftér (50) of the 26th September, in alluding to the Govern- 
CD ment Resolution in the Edwards’ case, observes that 
to's. Gisaredaank: Po icv though Government have released the prisoner from 
tion in the Edwards’ case. Jail, they have not accused Mr. Dosdbhéi Frémji 
of any great fault. They have charged him wi 
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He , but it is of a kind of which the Parsis may be proud. He has been 


for being carried away by his feeling as a Parsi, but they have plainly 
admitted that they are convinced from subsequent enquiries that he is quite 
-nnocent of the false accusations brought against him by the prisoner and his 
father. Government also admit that they have been convinced from those 
enquiries that the prisoner did not commit theft. It is quite clear that the facts 
elicited in the subsequent enquiries made through the Police and the Govern- 
ment Solicitor were not before the Magistrate, and that he had before him only 
the evidence produced in the case, and passed upon it the decision which is in 
itself unimpeachable. Irom Government’s own statement he is innocent, and 
yet they unjustly censure him of having wrongly appreciated the evidence and 
declare that he should not have altered the charge from criminal trespass to 
theft. The police prefer charges against accused persons; but when at the trial 
a mistake is discovered in preferring the charge, it is usual for the Police Magis- 
trates to alter it, and Section 100 of the Police Magistrates’ Act authorizes them 
to do so. Government also say that the Magistrate appears to have showed an 
unwillingness to believe in the truth of the prisoner’s defence, being carried 
away by his indignation at the disrespect shown by the latter to a lady of a 
respectable Parsi family, which state of his mind was incompatible with that 
calm and unbiased judgment that ought to be exercised for the due apprecia- 
tion of evidence placed befure a Magistrate. It does not, however, seem‘ that 
his judgment was biased; but even if it was so, the fault is quite natural. 
English Judges and Magistrates frequently exhibit the same feeling which 
Mr. Dosdbhdi is charged with. In another place the Rdst Goftdr notices the 
allegations made by the prisoner and his father against Mr. Dosdbhdi and the 
explanation given by the latter, and observes that the allegations were falsehoods. 
Though Government were of the same opinion, they passed over them by calling 
them random statements. ‘These falsehoods were so many and so serious when 
made against a high officer and a late member of the Legislative Council as 
should have induced Government to inflict a heavy punishment on their utterers. 
In a third leader on this subject the Rast Goftdr observes that, had Government 
awaited the receipt of the evidence in the case and Mr. Dosdbhdi Frdémji’s 
explanation and passed a decision after their perusal,.the Resolution would have 
been more satisfactory than it is. These proceedings show that Government can 
abrogate the decision of a court of law without due evidence. But the question 
is, can Government justly rescind at their pleasure such a decision without first 
getting another court of law to enquire into it or without getting the explanation 
of the original court? Government undoubtedly enjoy thé prerogative of 
remitting the punishment inflicted on a prisoner, but it is not right nor usual to 
exercise that privilege arbitrarily. The rule for its exercise is that if the decision 
ofa court oflaw is doubtful, it should be got re-considered by another court, and 
the explanation of the original court must be heard. In the Resolution on the 
Edwards’ case Government say that they have convinced themselves in this 
matter by causing an independent enquiry to be held. The result of this enqui 
has been kept secret from the public. The enquiry was conducted by the Police 
and the Government Solicitor, and-cannot have the same value as the decision of 
a court of justice. To give the case into the hands of the Police and the 
_ Government Solicitor is to give them the appearance of a court of law and to 
| divest the latter of its legitimate power. The precedent laid down in the 
Edwards’ case appears therefore a disrespect of the courts of law. It also shows 
that Government have no faith ia their own judicial courts. This ought not to 
happen for the sake of the due safety of the subjects and for the credit of the 
judicial courts and of the Government itself. A gainst this dangerous precedent 


bose looks like disrespect of the courts of law, the High Court, and all Judges, - 


gistrates and Advocates will, it. is hoped, submit a respectful protest to 
overnment. | 


- The Loka Mitra (54), tle Bombay Chronicle (43), the Yajddn Parast (52), 

© Satya Mitra (55) and the Gujarati (64) of the same date express a similar 
Opinion of the Government Resolution for some of the reasons mentioned above 
as tas as others which were given by some other native contemporaries last 
Week, and noticed at some legth in the last weekly report. 


Oust Akhbdre Sowddgar (49) of the 15th September, but received on the 7th 
*, approves of Mr. Dosdbhdi’s decision of the case. 


gees The Bodha Sud} thar (12) of the 29th September, referring to the Game 


Preservation Bill, says that the Honourable framer of 
_f Bill the Game the Bill has not shown that the number of wild 
ts a5 animals und birds is really on the decrease, nor has 
he proved that the supposed decrease has affected or will affect the country 
injuriously. It is true he stated that the enormous increase in the number of 
rats last year, who did considerable injury to the crops in the southern districts, 
was owing to the decrease in the number of some species of animal which feeds 
on rats; but this statement rests on a mere conjecture, and it is not advisable 
to legislate for imaginary purposes.. As to the statements that Mofussil shikdris 
find it difficult to secure game for tlic purposes of food, and that the chase 


promotes social intercourse between the rulers and the ruled, they only make 


one laugh. Then again, how is it that the Honourable Mr. Ashburner, when he 
was Collector, did not come to know of the existence of a large class of poor 
ple who live by the. chase, whose number is much greater than that of 
Mofussil shikdris, and who would be deprived of their means of livelihood by 
the proposed measure? In reply to Mr. Murérji’s question it was stated that 
there are similar Acts in the Madras Presidency and the North-West Provinces 
for the protection of elephants and certain birds respectively, the former being 
required for the use of the Commissariat Department and the latter for their 
feathers which are used in European dress. But no such cause has been all 
in the case of the Game Preservation Bill which has been extended moreover 
to all the animals and birds used a» fuod. That thousands = ae should be 
deprived of their means of livelihood and of their immemorial right of huntin 
in,the public forests is a measure becoming only to a despotic monarch an 


utterly unworthy of the British Government. The President’s speech only 


serves to show that the Act is intended for the benefit of Englishmen, and there 
is no foundation whatever for stating that the price of milk has risen owing to 
the insufficient supply of animal food. The Select Committee, instead of 
modifying the provisions of the Bill, has extended it to the fish! As in 
the case of the forest law, any infringement of the new law will be met by 
severe punishment, and there will doubtless be directors, inspectors, guards, 
and others appointed under the Act. In conclusiun, the Sudhdkar strongly 
protests against hasty and uncalled-for legislation which only serves to grind 
down the subject population ‘more aud more, and wiich are of no use whatever 
in promoting their welfare. 


_ The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 27th September in an English article 
comments unfavorably on the Game Preservation Bill, and thanks the Advocate 
General, the Honourable Mr, Latham, and His Excellency General Warre for 
their having been bold enough to oppose the Bill. | 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 26th September admires the manly speech 
of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief in connection with the above Bill. 


_ The Khdndesh Vaibhav (40) of the 24th September opposes the Bill as 
being unnecessary. : 


The Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 28th September is sorry tbat the Select 
Committee has made the Bill more oppressive 12 its character than it was before. 
It has been extended to the fish in the rivers, lakes and seas; the prevention 
of the destruction of gauie duriig a certain season only has been limited to 
certain tracts, but made compu!svry throug!ieut the whole year ; and the punish- 
ments under the Acts have been extended from those who kill game to those 
who use those animals as food! The Vaibhav is sorry that the Honourable 


Mr. Gopdlrév Hari, who was ou the Comuittce, did-not oppose the modifica- 
tions in the original draft. 


The Arunodaya (20) of the 26th September is sorry that the Bill has been 
extended to fish and that certain tracts have been reserved as hunting-round 


Mroughout the year. The Arunodaya is astonished at the greediness of British 
olcers, and wonders in what it is to end. 


. The Bombay Samédchér (47) of the 28th September, in alluding to the 
aig which took place in the Legislative Council at the second reading of 
€ Bill for the preservation of game birds and wild animals, observes that the 


+. 


ey a 


~~ Ffonourable Advocate General made an important suggestion on this occasion. 
He announced that he intended to bring forward the proposition that His 
Excellency the Governor should be allowed to frame the rules which he will be 
‘authorized to make by the Bill, but that those rules should be submitted to the — 
Council and should be passed by it if approved of by a majority. This suggestion ee 
of the Honourable Mr. Latham is just and proper, and should be adopted. It a 
has become very common in this country that the rules framed under a law Bree 
ve more objectionable than the law itself. Again, since a law is enacted ~ oo 
only when it is approved of by a majority, there appear no good reasons why 
His Excellency the Governor alone should be authorized to frame rules under 
it The Honourable Mr. Ashburner attempted a reply to the Advocate 
General’s suggestion. He said that since His Excellency was invested with 
the power of framing rules in the case of other laws there was no reason why he 
should be refused a similar authority in the case of the Game Preservation Bill 
and that the requisition that the Council should sanction the rules would be 
tantamount to depriving His Excellency of his ancient right to frame and 
enact them. The Advocate General met these replies with a sound rejoinder. 
Howsoever long His Excellency may have enjoyed tlie right, if it 1s found 
from actual experience to be disadvantageous there is no good reason why it a 
should not be withdrawn. Again, the right is not natural, nor can it be ae 
inberent under the British coustituiion, since if it were so the Advocate General ~ 
would have been the last person to object to it. In conclusion, the Samdchdr 
hopes that the question will be fully discusssd at the third reading of the Bull, 
and will be satisfactorily settled. 


Ba eet 


The Samsher Bahddur (68) of the 24th September describes an imaginary ~~ 
a seene in which two villagers appear. One of them “a 
y rere eth, Game | 28K8 the other who is carrying a gun on his shoulder, 4 
Preservation Bill. “Where he is going. Ps foster replies that he wants : ee 
to destroy the rabbits and the jackals who injure the a 
crops in his field. ‘The enquirer tells him that the Game Preservation Law has a 


been enacted, and that if he kills game he will be punished. The farmer 
protests against the advice by observing that he is not a sportsman and a 
wants simply to protect his field. In the meantime several mounted sepoys Se 
followed by a Eurupean gentleman gallop to them in great haste. The sepoys 

enquire of them whether they had seen a deer which was wounded by the 
Saheb, and rush into the field of the farmer in search of the game. The owner 
humbly remonstrates with the European gentleman for the injury done by him 
to his field, but the latter abuses him, charges him with having concealed the 
wounded game, accuses him with being a poacher as he is found ing a 
gun, and at last orders the sepuys tu apprehend him. ‘They do so accordingly, 
and beat him as he is being carried to the prison for concealing the game which 
the Collector Sdéheb wished to kill. 


The Akhbére Sowddgar (49) of the 14th September, but received on the 
27th, in alluding tou the reference made by Govern- 
ment to the Mill-owncrs’ Association of Bombay to 7 
elicit their, opinions in connection with the Factory > 
Bill, observes that the Sowddgar several times suggested that the mill-owners re 
should arrange among themselves not to work the mills from very early in the 
morning till sunset, and that they should employ the labourers, say, at 7 or 8 - 
in the morning, give them one hour’s recess in the afternoon to take their meals, ig 
and close the works one hour before sunset, that the workmen may find time to 
make daily purchases of the necessaries of life. It was also recommended that 
the labourers should not be obliged to work on Sundays. But the mill- 


nig » 4 


Approves of the Facto 
Bil 7 


Owners have not adopted this advice, and have kept their mills working oa 

m early in the morning till sunset, and hence a necessity for the above- a 
a Bill has arisen. They deny the necessity of the pro law; but 3a 
: = 18 no doubt that it is urgently required to give relief to the hard-worked - a 


ourers who feel its want very much. Though in their reply of the 6th 
tember the mill-owners flatly deny the necessity, they have nevertheless 
© some suggestions for the improvement ofthe Bill, and if those sugges- 


rod a adopted, most of the objections taken against the measure would be ag 


J] Pe behoves Government therefore to lose no time in amending the a 
ae ngly , and passing it into a law. : a 
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-. "Phe Deccan Star (2) of the 26th September, complains of the Disarming 
Sigg ge Acts, which are unnecessary in this country where the 

_ Makes remarks on the opie are loyal and peaceful, and where th 

aot. people are loyal and peaceful, and where the pos 
Arms sion of arms in the case of some of the ryots is almost 
a necessity for the protection of life and property from the wild animals. That 
necessity will become greater and greater every day in consequence of the 
increase in the number of those animals on account of the forest law. The 
- Disarming Acts have moreover interfered with a religious usage of the Hindus, 
namely, that of worshipping weapons on the Dasaré festival. It is to be hoped 
that His Excellency Lord Ripon, whose attention seems to have been called to 
this piece of harsh, unnecessary, and oppressive legislation, will signalize his 
viceregal career by wiping the Act altogether from the statute book. 


The Shivdjt (17) of the 24th September says that the Arms Act is 
| altogether unnecessary in this country where the 
people are of peaceful and sober habits and are not 
accustomed to wear arms except those living the 
neighbourhood of jungles, who are compelled to protect themselves and their 
fields from the attacks of wild animals. The Arms Act really speaking affected 
such people only, as hardly anybody else ever cared to possess arms even before 
the mutiny. . This cannot but be considered as a great hardship on the classes 
referred to. It is however gratifying to hear of a recent resolution of His 
Excellency the Viceroy, by which they are allowed to possess arms for the 
urpose of self-defence. Where is then the necessity of retaining the Act at all ? 
i only serves to give pain to the natives when they perceive that an unjust 
icion is thrown on their loyalty without any grounds. whatever. A man 


Makes remarks on the 
game. 


on whom a false charge is made, must feel indignant on that account. So it is 


with the Arms Act. It was passed by the late Government, who were full of 
imperialistic ideas, and who did not pay any attention to the feelings of the 
natives. If they had remained much longer in power, the country would have 
been brought to the brink of chaos. Unnecessary severity betrays nothing but 
ignorance. Itis to be hoped that the present Government will correct the 
mistakes made by its predecessor. 


The Mahdrashira Mitra (11) of the 23rd September is glad to hear of the 
recent resolation of His Excellency the Viceroy. 


- The Vasai Samdchdr (22) of the 26th September, referring to a recent 
notification of the Bombay Government that certain 
_ Refers to a recent notifica- ‘‘ curiosities” are excluded from the operation of the 
he ag Government | - Arms Act, asks if knives, scissors, &c., are meant b 
the neo. onecvon with the word. (The Dhdrwdd Vritta (31) of the 23rd 
September makes somewhat similar remarks.) 


The Dnydén Prakdsh (7) of the 27th and of the 30th September comments 

Re a ae and supports a petition lately forwarded to 

rules. ities Government by the Poona Sdrvajanik Sabhdé on the 
new rules of forest conservancy. 


The Satya Sadan (23) of the 25th September comments unfavourably on 
the same rules, and says that they affect private rights which ought to be -held 


The Khandesh Vaibhav (40) of the 24th September mentions a case of | 


oppression under the forest rules at Dighdven in the Pimpalner Taluka of the 

Khandesh Zilla, in which a woman was severely beaten by the forest guard for 

sag bey some charcoal which belonged to her. ‘fhe man has been sentenced 
y the te to three months’ imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 50. 


The Mahdrashtra Mitra (1 1) of the 30th September, in an article headed: 


Advises the Deccan Chiet, . J2bagirdars, be ready !” says that a Darbér will be 
prepare themaelves bg held about the 29th of November next, when His 


coming Darbér Excellency Lord Ripon, who is like the Almighty, and - 


of th : , On whom depend the happiness, misery and the lives 
habit ple of this country, will visit Bombay. As the Hindus are in the 

°*, Storing China dolls and other ware in order to place them before a 
“ss in the month of Chaitra for the sake of show and decoration, so have 
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-‘wyitie of the Princes and Chiefs of India been retained for the sake of ornament: 

ng the Viceregal Chair of State. They are sure therefore to be invited on the 
nceasion above alluded to. They should therefore arrange about their travelling 
expenses. It is recommended that they should dress themselves to. prefection 
on the present occasion, because they are now under the Government of the 
Liberals. ‘The Mitra likens them to ornaniental China pieces, because in his 
eyes they are nothing better at present, incapable as they are, of explaining to 
the Viceroy the true condition of their country, Is there one among them who 
will fearlessly explain to His Lordship the grievances of the people, why their 
feelings ate becoming more and more alienated from the rulers, and how the 
consequence threatens to beserious? ‘T’he Mitra hopes that the incense breathed 
by this article will inspire some one with a desire to fearlessly explain to His 
Excellency the Viceroy thé present condition of India, which cannot but have 


> 


a salutary effect on the mind of His Excellency. But it is hopeless to form 
such expectations. Itis at least hoped that those worthies will not lose this 
opportunity of abandoning all vain show and cultivating mutual friendship 
with a view to reform théir condition. They should think what they would do 
and how they would get their own grievances redressed, if the legislators were 
to enact a new law to-morrow affecting their own Jahdgirs. If they are now 
blinded by their self-importance, they miay be sure of this being the last occasion 
when they will be invited to a Darbar. The writer concludes with an appeal 
to the Almighty to give the Chiefs the light of knowledge and a desire to reform 
and distinguish themselves in a manner befitting their rank and condition. 


A correspondent of the same, referring to Sir D. Wedderburn’s statement 

: that as regards its population India is taxed more 

Comments on the poverty lightly than France and Switzerland, says that a 
of India. , ° ‘ 

_ €omparison with respect to one or two things only 
cannot warrant any legitimate conclusion. One great means of becoming 
wealthy, namely self-rule, is wanting in the case of India, nor is it likely that 
the Empress of India will ever make this country her permanent home, which 
circumstance would have been as good as self-rule. ‘The true cause of India’s 
poverty are the following : 1.—This country is not represented in the British 
Parliament. 2.—The salaries of the civil and military officials in this country are 
considerably larger than those of similar officers in England. 3.—The natives 
are shut off from the higher. grades of the public service. 4.—The ryots in 
some parts of India are kept in a very miserable condition for the ‘ihe of a 
large revenue. 5.-—There are certain inconveniences in connection with the 
Educational Department, 6.—The same may be said of the Revenue Depart- 
ment. 7.—The Survey Department has its share in causing much misery. 
The writer intends to. continue the article in the next issue. 


The Satya Sadan (23) of the 25th September, commenting on the Indian 

opium trade, is sorry to hear that Persian opium is 

Advises reduction in the Successfully competing with Indian opium in. the 

. Spium duty. Chinese market, and advises reduction in the present 
heavy duty as the only remedy. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 26th September comments unfavourably on 

the report of the Famine Commission, and considers 

Disapproves of the Famine 1t@ great failure as having a marked tendency to 
Commission Keport. whitewash the action of Government in connectio 
with the late famine. | 


The same, referring to the question raised in England whether India is 
i worth holding, discusses the greatness of England, and 
question whether Inia ‘o says that Englishmen never do anything which is 


Worth holding. not to their advantage, and therefore it is needless to 
discuss a question, the answer to which is plain and 
obvious, 

A correspondent of the J; agan Mitra (34) of the 27th September loudly 
Deéneets re complains of the evil effects from the closing of the 
the Ratnagiri provers bs salt-pans in the Ratndgiri District. Up to this time 


account of the closing of salt Pe0ple did not complain of it, because there was 
considerable quantity of salt in the district and no 
direct pressure was therefore felt. But the old stock is 


viper 


th 


ie oe 


ow exhausted and prices have since doubled. The general pov revaili 
=a the Ratndégiri District is so well known that it is hardly in Fs iat 
the authorities that the people cannot afford to purchase salt at the price at 
which it is offered. The dearth of such a necessary article of food as salt cannot 
but have a serious effect on the public health. Ifthe zilla authorities were to 
visit personally the nooks and corners of the district, they cannot fail- to be 
impressed with the disastrous corisequences of the salt policy. Many people 
cannot afford even so much as to get the tiles of their houses moved, how then 
can they be expected to be able to buy salt? Itis the duty of Government to 
see that its subjects are not starved. Their welfare ought to be a matter of 
prime importance, and the inereasing of the public revenue ought to be 
a secondary consideration. It is urgently necessary that the salt-pans of 
Ratnégiri should be re-opened. It is hoped that Mr. A. Crawford, the late Collector 
of that District and now Commissioner of the Southern Division, who has 
always taken a deep interest in the welfare of the people, and who is now with 
His Tesdleany the Governor, will not hesitate to come to the aid of the 
Ratn4giri people at this crisis. 
The Dnyén Chakshu (8) of the 29th September notices the principal 
features of the Census Bill introduced into the 
‘ Notices the proposed Cen- Supreme Legislative Council by the Honourable Mr. 
sus Bill. Grant and the discussion that followed, but does not 
comment on it, 


The Suryodaya (10) of the 27th September, referring to the necessity of 

of . reduction in the State expenditure, is of opinion that 
Pee gisine = in the the C. D. Act lately introduced into Bombay should 

— be repealed, and that the project of erecting a new 
palace at Simla at an expense of 10 lacs of rupees should be abandoned. 


The Indu Prakash (3) of the 27th September, referring to the appointment 

of Mr. Sordébji Shaépurji Bengali as Sheriff of Bombay 

Refer to the appointment for next year, says that the choice does honour to 

=, = rier - ane the Parsi gentleman since it comes to him unsolicited. 

aed pie “~~ he Indu believes however that this patronage is 

vested in the Governor for a substantial recognition 

of public spirit or conspicuous public services on the part of those who are 

among the less Rasgul sons of fortune. It would have been better in that 

case if the patronage had been bestowed on another equally worthy citizen of 
Bombay, Mr. Navroji Fardunji, well known as “‘ the tribune of the people.” 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 26th September considers the appointment 
as by far the happiest choice within memory. 


The Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 28th September, referring to a com- 

munication by Mr. J. H. Nelson to one of the Madras 

7 P-gp to Mr. J. H. journals, in whick he states that the Native Magistrates 

Native. Marktra. v2 and Judges of that Presidency; especially those who 

Judges of the Madras re Brahmins, are incompetent men, says that it 

Presidency, 2 is simply meant to be an attack on the Brahmins, and 
is therefore utterly worthless, 


The same hears that Sir John Strachey has been compelled to resign his 

RE office on account of the financial error he committed, 

Strachey is mail a = and asks if the punishment of compulsory resignation 

resign his offic, ....+s~©~+=——«iis enough for such a grave error as that of 20 krores 
| of rupees. | 


The Arunodaya (20) of the 26th September, in an article headed ie 
ele . .. world improying?”, expresses its opinion that the 
the world melartr 1s boasted civilization of the present century is only 
er pie nominal. Civilization implies the giving up of what 
x: send the acceptance of that which is good. The essence of all religions 
as ng Christianity is the acknowledgement of all mankind as one brother. 


and treating them as such. But as a matter of fact we find the Christian . 


powers of Europe en gaged in devising pretexts for war with each other and in 


Accomplishing each other’s ruin. This certainly cannot be called civilization. 
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The same referring to the Naini Tal disaster 


Naini Tal accident has not accident has not been ascertained. This shows what 
been ascertained. value is attached to the lives of the natives. 


The same writes in eulogistic terms of Mr. Birdwood, the Acting Sessions 

Judge of Thana, and is glad to hear that he is 

Extols Mr. Birdwood, _— to be appointed Political Agent of K4thidwdér. What- 

Acting Sessions Jndgo of  o 4, province secures his services must be considered 
rae as very fortunate. 


The same, referring to the punitive police lately stationed at Shenvad 
| and Padali in the Igatpuri Taluka of the Nasik Zilla 
3 ho the expense of the villagers on account of some 
ve ieny 7 grain robberies at the railway station in the 
neighbourhood, asks if every one of the villagers is a 
robber? If not, why have all of them been equally taxed ? 


e Shivaji (17) of the 24th September, referring to the new al 
Ys gait regulation that fee will be charged for pte 
Proposes a modification in rejected newspapers to the publishers, says that it is 
the new postal rule by sga an important concession to the latter, but proposes 
bs ane 4 "Ge publishes that the rejected number should be immediately 
od charge. returned instead of allowing five or six such numbers to 

accumulate in the post office. By this arrangement 
the publishers will be saved the expense of sending two or more copies of a 
newspaper to would-be subscribers. 


The Jagan Mitra (34) of the 27th September, referring to the transfer of 
eae roid vt stom nar Master of ory at on 2 

Disapproves of the smaller salary, considers it as an act of injustice on 
wars ohn ome a the part of the postal authorities, and hopes that they 
will re-consider his case and transfer him on the same 

salary. Mr. DeSouza unfortunately did not understand Marathi, and if there 
was anything amiss in the management of the post office, it was owing to the 
eonduct of his subordinates. But no cause has been hitherto shown why his 
transference has been made. It is not right that an officer should suffer for 
some fault of one of his subordinates. The postal authorities moreover commit 
a@ serious mjstake in sometimes appointing men not acquainted with the local 


language. 


Refers to the punitive 


The Mahdrashtra Mitra (11) of the 23rd Septem- 
gg tagnl the — ber disapproves of the action of Government in aski 

ae warm the Deccan Chiefs whether the proceedings of the 
Re Boon Ghvepen ae Poona Sarvajanik Sabhd4 have their sanction, and 
have their sanction. advises that assembly to persevere in its honest and 


straightforward course. 


The same of the 30th September, referring to the Public Service Certificate 
ls a wih ees Examination recently held at Sdtdra, says that 
Gedtieets ess Ase dees injustice was done to the candidates for the Sixth 
at Sitéra. Standard Examination in the stated time notified in 
the papers not being strictly adhered to. Some of 


the Examiners and Superintendents misused the liberty given them in executing» 


instructions. 


The Satya Shodhak (35) of the 26th September complains that rupees 

a which have lost in weight on account of long use 

which oe hse pees are not received at the Government treasuries, and 

not received at the Gove, Presses its opinion that Government cannot expect 

ment treasuries, the public to suffer a pecuniary loss for whatis owing 
to no fault of theirs. 


The Din Bandhu (14) of the 26th September protests against the recom- 
mendation of Archdeacon Bailey that special measures 
acon Bailey’s recommend. S20uld be adopted to promote education among the 
— in connection with the Murasians, which will entail an annual expenditure of 
veation of the Eurasians. © Rs. 65,280 with an initial outlay of Rs. 3,45,000. The 
Bandhu does not see any reason why Government 


12 i 


31d be asked to provide for the education of that class in particular. It is 
more imperative on them to devote their attention to ameliorating the condition — 
of the ryots by extending primary education among them. 


correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 27th September, writi 
33 from Vahali in the Chédlisgaum Taluka of “te 
that the Mamlatdér Khdndesh Zilla, complains that the Mdmlatdér of that 
of Chilisgaum depends - Taluka depends too much on the statements of the 
- ee village officers in settling disputes. These officers 
vilege ofioos are generally dull-headed and lazy, and do not under- 
stand their responsibilities properly. It therefore behoves the Mamlatdér to 
exercise his own discretion in administering the province. The writer mentions 
two cases of what he considers as injustice on the part of the Mdmlatdér. 
A grocer of Vahali was going to appropriate some public ground so as to close 
a path leading to certain houses. On the villagers sending four or five poeseee 
own to 
on 


to the Maémlatdér, complaining of the conduct of the grocer, he came 
the ao these asked the grocer to show him any documents in his possessi 
to prove his ownership to the land, but he could not do so. The Mémlatdér 
then asked the Patel if it was all right. ‘The latter said ‘‘ yes.” Thereupon 
permission was given to the grocer to build (what he liked) on the piece of 
und. Again, one gentleman had legal proofs of his having purchased a 
building, and yet on the strength of the report of the Patel, the Md4mlatdér 
ordered it to be pulled down. There are many such illegal proceedings in that 
tiluka. 


: The Jagan Mitra (34) of the 20th September 

dir 0 Rletadgirt hes aaa’ reports that the Mdmlatdér of Ratndégiri has levied a 
contribution on the Khots to voluntary contribution on the Khots for the purpose 
_ meet the expenses of the new of meeting the expenses on the new water-wor It 
sevesiaaeae is expected that the sum will amount: to about 1,000 

rupees. 

The Chandrodaya (75) of the 18th September complains of the situation of 
the burning ground at Dhdérwér, which is at a great 


' iar catadel Daiewe. distance from the town, and the smoke issuing from 


which is‘ calculated to injure the produce of the 
‘ neighbouring garden of Gadag. Moreover, the practice of throwing the carcases 
of dead animals into a pit near the same place is likely to affect the water of the 
neighbouring wells. — : 
The Guardt Mitra (44) of the 26th September has heard that the public 


have been prohibited from walking on the sea-shore 


. Requests the Collector of at Dumas. If this report be true, it behoves Mr. 
ns ra _ - agg Borradaile, who has large experience of the country, 


to allow the public access to the shore which is so 
useful to invalids and sick persons in re-gaining their 


lost health. Is it necessarv to tell him of the diverse benefits derived by people 
generally from an airing by the sea-side ? 


The same observes that the limits of the Surat District are intermixed with 
several villages of the Navséri Mahdl of the Baroda 

Ply that the abkéri con- State. The abkdri contracts of the two districts are 
villages me - Gaekwadi purchased by different individuals at a heavy bid, and 
oppress the Gaickwadi ae the contractors resort to various shifts to increase their 
in regard to the purchase of profits. ‘T’o take care of their respective interests they 
liquor. appoint Hindustdni sepoys on the territorial limits of 
other yl : their contracts, and the importation of liquor from 
Thea 856s 1s prevented into the villages for which they have made a contract. 
© 8epoys, however, prohibit the poor people of one contract circle from 
e ~g into another jurisdiction to drink liquor if they get it there a little 
caper than in their own village. They are sometimes even beaten by the 


Th 8 when th 

7 . ure refers to an instance furnished by a correspondent from Billimora, 
to abkéri Pes Government will buy up the right of the Gaekwadi Government 
order to poo in the villages in the neighbourhood of the Surat District, in 
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ey do this, and false accusations are preferred against them. 


the people from the ill-treatment and annoyance inflicted on them 
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by the contractors’ men. A co ndent of the same makes statements and 
-  narks similar to the above, and observes that on the 12th September some 
residents of a Gaekwadi village sat in their own boats on the river Ambiké with 
the object of going to a British village of the Paérchol Pargana to drink liquor 
there. They say that the contractor of their own village sells bad liquor w 
44 the Parchol Pargana they can get a far better staff at half the price. The 
sepoy of the Gaekwadi contractor prohibited them from doing so, and 
placed them before a Magistrate, who, however, decided that the sepoy 
had no right to prevent them from going anywhere they liked to drink liquor. 
Another liquor contractor, who is also a contractor of the ferry boat at that part 
of the river, next day charged them with having evaded the ferry boat dues. 
This charge was false. 

‘The same states that a lad aged 11 years recently fell into an open well 
among the ruins behind the mint near the Khabutar- 
Requests Government to khind4 in the town of Surat, while flying a kite, and 
get the Pa pn wells, water- was drowned. There are several wells, water-cisterns 
cneurat filed up by their 2d cells in the same as well as other ruins in the 
ava te themunicipality. town, and it behoves Government to compel their 
| owners or the municipality to fill up these dangerous 

holes, in order to prevent any more human lives being lost in them. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 7 “ ste ange’ — that the 
ter portion of the native public have not, it is to 
ae Pics ge Cael, formed a good opinion about Sir James 
pall sod the Governorof Fergusson from the few acts that have already seen 
Bombay. the light. Among them the action of Government in 
the Edwards’ case seems tu have greatly disappointed them. The Viceroy of 
India is also new like the Governor of Bombay. His attention has been so 
much engrossed with Afghan affairs that he can devote very little attention to 
other State matters. Yet his few acts have not enabled the public to form a 
satisfactory opinion about him. Under Lord Lytton’s regime the condition of 
the Indian Empire was like that of a sick man. The country smarted under 
the cost of the Afghan war, the Vernacular Press Act, the License-tax and 
the new Arms Act, and the public expected that Lord Ripon would cure these 
maladies. But they have been disappointed to hear him express his inability 
todo so. The Liberal party had given great hopes of achieving the cure, 
and it was quite natural for the public to expect that the Viceroy who 
belonged to that party would remove the diseases soon after his assumption of 
the office; but that expectation has not been, nor is it likely to be, hereafter 
fulfilled. It is to be regretted that the first year’s administration of the new 
Viceroy and the new Governor of Bombay should have failed to satisfy the 
public. However, four years more of the term of their office are yet to expire, 
and during that period they can confer great benefits on this country if they 
only wish todo so. The people of India are not unreasonable, and do not 
Wish that their rulers should perform impossibilities. Many discerning persons 
from among them understand full well the political difficulties which stand in 
the way of the accomplishment of several beneficial acts. Thus the people 
desire that the Governors will only do what is possible under these circum- 
stances, and it is therefore not difficult for the latter to satisfy their legitimate 
wishes. This can be accomplished if the heads of the administration exercise 
more activity, foresight and impartiality than at present, or, in other words, 
if they strive more to understand the wants and desires of the people. Being 
new to the i i 
ride country they should use great foresight to see that the advict of 
eir old Councillors is free from the least shade of partiality. | 


The same of the 1st October observes that many persons commit suicide 
by drowning—the easiest of the different modes of 
perpetrating this crime—by throwing themselves into 
on the Esplanade in Bombay 8 Of the several wells situated on the Esplanade 


some years past, and the crime is so often committed 

ae _ there that the wells have become notorious. Passen- 
1@ neighbouring roads are so much accustomed to the sight of a 

4 jury and a few stragglers by the sides of these wells, as not to be 
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~ attracted by it. ‘The Samdchér has several times ; 
authorities to this sad state of things and entreated them to adopt due measures 
to prevent the commission of the crime. It has been often suggested that the 
should be covered with wooden frames with doors in them to draw water, 
and that these dvors should be locked every evening before nightfall. Unless 
this is done the wells will continue to be the favorite resort for the commission 
of the crime, and hence it behoves either Government or the Municipality to 
do this at once. 


The same of the 2nd October, in alluding to the new arrangement to make 
over the control of the elementary vernacular schools 


Makes ions in regard of this Presidency to the officers of the Revenue De-— 
Oe eae 9 og contro! 4Partment, observes that it is highly desirable that the 


* the Revenue officers. inspection of schools should, under certain limits, be 

made by several persons, and hence it is unobjection- 
able that the superintendence oF the akove-mentioned institutions should be 
made by the Revenue officers also. But care must be taken that much of the 
time of the school-masters is not taken up by tbe several superintendents. Since 
the Deputy Inspectors will be placed under the control of the Collectors, there 
is no use in continuing the offices of the Inspectors. The Educational es 
ment has been for some time past suffering from a paucity of funds, and has 
been attempting to meet the want by increasing school-fees. It would therefore 


be well to abolish the Inspectors’ posts. If a few University graduates are 


appointed Deputy Inspectors, and their salaries are fixed somewhat higher than 
are paid at present, they would, under the control of the Collectors, be able to 
manage the schools satisfactorily without the supermtendence of the Inspectors. 


The Jéme Jamsed (48) of the 28th September, in alluding to the report 
that the Home Government are going to appoint a 

Peer near ayn = Commission to enquire into the condition of Indian 
able and experienced aie finance, the state of which is anything but satisfactory, 
to the Commission to enquire observes that the attention of the Secretary of State is 
into the condition of Indian gyite engrossed with Afghan affairs, but no sooner is it 
exes uisenand from them, Lord Hartington will turn his 
attention to appoint the talked-of Commission. The enquiry is beyond all doubt 
highly desirable, but it is not likely to prove satisfactory, unless the Commission 
is composed of persons who are fully acquainted with India and her finance, 
are impartial, and are willing to benefit her. His Lordship should therefore 
be good enough to appoint no members of Parliament who have no Indian 
knowledge or experience. In addition to able and experienced Parliamentary 
members and Government officers, there should be a few European and a few 
native private gentlemen who are quite able to discharge the responsible duties. 


The same of the 29th September observes that though Colonel Barton has 
a a not introduced great improvements into Kéthidwar, 
ohn 4 lige a he has permitted the Chiefs to rule their respective 
schools of Kichawée ea States in accordance with the native mode of 
order issued by the Educa- administration, has interfered with them on 
— es N. D., to appropriate occasions, and has taken care not to hurt 
ak ko “arty Poca the religious feelings of the people of that province, 
schools. ~ who love him not a little for it. The order issued by 
the Educational Inspector, N. D., to admit the children 

of Dheds and Mahars into Government schools has hurt the religious feelings of 
the people, and elicited an explicit condemnation from the Native Press. But it 
1s to be regretted that Government should have taken no steps to cancel this order 
wae runs counter to the Royal proclamation of 1858, It is no less a matter 
or regret that many officers of Government do not scruple to hurt the religious 
eelings of the people, and Government in some respects encourage them to do 
Mah The objections taken by the Hindus and the Parsis to touch Dheds and 


ars are based upon sanitary grounds. The latter follow dirty occupations | 
flesh of dead animals, and consequently must with.them the 


and eat the 


the a.) some contagious diseases. T'o make the latter sit all day at school by 
: side of the children of the Hindus and the Parsis is to spread the contagious 
the among the people at large and is certainly not a wise step. “It behoves 

people therefore to request Government to cancel the order. Colonel Barton 


uested the attention of the - 


= = a kal 


yt 
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wisely refused to apply it to the schools of his province on the ground that the 
fativctsc are Geatubatiiod by the Chiefs, who, as well as the people, disapprove 
of it. The Political Agent has, moreover, shown by this refusal that he 
considers it his duty to respect the Royal proclamation mentioned above. It is 


to be regretted that there are very few officers like him, but had there been more, 


the religious feelings uf the natives would not have been outraged. (The 
Samsher Baéhddur (68) of the 24th September, and the Akhbére Sowddgar (49) of 
the 28th express sentimexts somewhat similar to the above.) 


The Rast Goftdr (50) of the 26th September, in alluding to the visit which 
General Roberts is likely to pay Bombay on his way 
Exhorts the people of to England, exhorts the people to do public honour to 


Bombay to he en the victorious General, the Rustam of the day. The 


2 Gee alk ts thie ety. “first city” in India ought to do this, and set, as 


usual, a example to the other places of the 
Empire. . Sir Frederick has achieved historical renown by his glorious deeds 
in the Afghan war. He has re-asserted British prestige in Afghanistan ; taken 
due revenge for the murder of the British Envoy and his suite ; ruled in Cabul 
for some time and at the close of his regime established a peaceful government 
by bestowing the Afghan kingdom on the new Amir; made the memorable 
march from Cabul to Kandahar, and relieved the latter city from the enemy’s 
siege ; and has closed the war by inflicting a signal defeat on the enemy in the 
well-known engagement. He spent three yearsamong the Afghan mountains, 
and exhibited praiseworthy courage, spirit, activity, wisdom, foresight and 


other good qualities. It is true that he committed several blunders during 


this period, but his last splendid success has obliterated some of them from the 
page of history. The best way to do him honour is to give him a public 
dinner in which the respectable and influential portion of the European, 
Pérsi, Hindu, Mahomedan and other communities should take a part. Such 
honour as this is far better than a public address or a costly statue. 


The Nagar Samdchdr (39) of the 25th September is of opinion that 
Is of opinion that Kan Kandahar should be retained by the British Govern- 


PO Ty Sagara ment to facilitate future action, and to keep a watch 
_ on the movements of the Afghans. 


The Arunodaya (20) of the 26th September, referring to the total failure 

of Ayub Khau’s projects owing to his not having 

dob Khas pad — of attacked the Kandahar force before General Roberts’ 
jects Pw joining it from Cabul, says that Ayub would have 
; | been now in a very different position if he ‘had seized 
tame by the forelock, and hopes that people will learn a lesson from it. 


 Wenliias te ks th The same asks, if Kandahar is to be abandoned, 
abandoned, what istobedone What is to be done with Wali Sher Alli? Is he to 


with Wali aDpDpol 1 ; 
7 King cf pedyece. saree be brought to India and treated like Yakub Khan ? 


The same says that asthe Afghan war was undertaken to check Russian 
aggression in the direction of India and to extend 
British trade in Central Asia, three-fourths of the 
war expenses, that is 15 krores of rupees, should be 
: paid by England as its share. As for India, although 
she 1s to be in foreign hands whether the rulers are Englishmen or Russians, 
Ad by ed wich thes aie thon fall into the hands of the ee. She is anni 
willing © upon herself the remaining portion of the war expenses, an 
has already sacrificed the lives of her sons in Taplaaiy and will ib again if 


n . But as this country has no voice in the matter, the natives must be 
content with whatever England chooses to pay. 


The Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 28th September says that from a ream one 
ne we ; y a gentleman in Bombay from his friend in 
Dekojik. mm. Do. siaheny of Afghanistan it would appear that the victory of Dekojak 


Is of opinion that England 
should pay three-fourths of 
the war expenses 


the officers concerned in noticed in the Bombay Pn ge is a fiction, and that if 


the flight were asked they would state that it was 


nothing better than a defeat on account of the heavy losses attending it. The 
: Vaibhav, however, cannot place any reliance on that letter in preference to the 
information supplied by the Government. It is not possible that a just and 
Government like the British will console the minds of its credulous 

and weak subjects by means of false statements. 


The Gujardt Mitra (44) of the 26th September refers to a statement made 
by the Pioneer that England will at the most contri- 
Observes that’ England bute six krores of rupees as her share of the cost of the 
ae Afghan war. Afghan war. Considering that this Anglo-Indian 
eet | paper frequently gives out news about the proceedings 
of Government, which almost invariably turns out to be true, it seems that it 
receives assistance from Government officials, and is therefore able to furnish 
authoritative information. Under this light the statement it has made about — 
England’s contribution of the war expenditure looks more the decision of 
Government than its own surmise. If this news turns out to be true, India would 
feel disappointed, as she expects to get from England at least half the cost. 
Bearing in mind the position and great riches of the latter country she should 
disburse the whole cost ; but if she cannot do this she should at least pay an 
equal share with India. It would ill become her to bear less than one-third of the 
expenses. If she wishes to do so, India had better bear the whole cost than 
accept such a small amount. 


The Yajddén Parast (52) of the 26th September observes that the Military 

- authorities at Kandahar are said to have advised 

: — rt the —s Government to give up the idéa of annexing that city 
vcoupy Quetta permanently. +0 the British Indian Empire, and the gradual with- 
ahd drawal of the British forces from Southern Afghanistan 
indicates that that city will be shortly evacuated. The question then arises 
what part of the country is to be made “the scientific frontier,” to secure which 
the war was declared and carried on. It will bea. subject of derision if no 
appreciable result follows from a war which has cost the large sum of twenty 
krores of rupees, and which was made to secure a scientific frontier and to 
exercise a check on Russian progress in Central Asia. Several persons believe 
that Quetta will be made the head-quarters in Southern Afghanistan, and that 
the Khojak Pass will be occupied and made the scientific frontier. This proposal 
is better than a permanent occupation of Kandahar and the assumption of new 
responsibilities, since four krores of rupees have been spent upon the railway as 
far as Sibi, which will otherwise be a simple waste. If Government really intend 
to carry out the proposal, they had better declare it at once and accomplish the 
object soon, so that the ever increasing cost of the war may abate without 


unnecessary delay. 


Native Siéates. 


The Yajddn Parast (52) of the 26th September observes that. since the 
aes death of Prdgmalji, the late Rav of Cutch, the 
aie cane PP administration of that State has been conducted by a 
for Cutch. ied Regency Council composed of Réo Bahadur Manibhdi 
: Jasbhai, the Divan, Rand Jalémsingji, a Bhdydd, and 

a merchant as Members, and the Political Agent, as the President. The Bhé yad 
member recently died, and Major Reeves, the Political Agent, appointed to the 
vacancy a person who is wanting in experience, and who entertains great 
raed to the reigning family. ‘The Members of the Council protested against 
re appointment, but the Political Agent did not listen to the protest. They 
‘i sent to Government through him a representation to the same effect, and 
P, pi another direct. Government thought that the members and the 
ri itical Agent would not pull on well together, and therefore abolished the 
uncil, and sent back Mr. Manibhdi to his substantive post at Baroda. Since 


its abolition it seems that the Political Agent alone conducts the administration, 


and fast he pot hecoere de facto sovereign of Cutch. Government should not 


state of things to continue any longer, and should at 
Once re-appoint the Regency Council, and an able Divan. : 


he Samsher Béhddur (68) of the 24th September praises Réo Bahddur 

that Government Manibhdi Jasbhdi for the various improvements he 
Meera tes well in remov- has introduced into the Cutch State during his 
ing Réo Bahidur Manibhéi administration of it for four years and a half. The 
Jasbhéi from the Divanship ate R4v appreciated the high qualities of this gentle- 
of Cutch. man, and recorded his wish in his will that Mr. 
Manibhdi should be appointed asthe Divén. The British Government nominated 
him accordingly, and he has fulfilled the expectations formed about him. His 
administration has proved so successful as to make the subjects of the State 


very sorry for his removal, and to induce them to close their business on the 


day of his departuré. Government have dissatisfied the people by removing 
the successful Divan. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 26th September, referring to the removal 

. Of Mr. Manibh4i from the Divdnship of Cutch, says: 

Refers to Mr. Manibsts << With the best of intentions we challenge the new 

— ee P regime to know one-fourth of the ways and means of 

_ local progress which were used by Mr. Manibhai. It 

is here that his absence will be most felt. What a pity it is to find a promising 
State delivered to all the risks and vagaries of an uncertain future !” 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 27th September, writing 
from Kolhdpur, says that the Mamlatddérs who are 
Complains a ene et men brought there from other Zillas occasionally perform 
of Kolhiper Site, «With impunity such gross acts of injustice as would be 
sure to be noticed with displeasure elsewhere. Several 
cases are mentioned, among which is that of the Md4mlatd4r of Alaten Peté, who 
ordered a female culprit to be flogged! The writer evidently suggests the 
employment of men from the-Kolhdpur District itself. 


The Dnydén Chakshu (8) of the 29th September states that Mr. Birdwood, 
the Sessions Judge of Thana, has been deputed by 


Ms sae — of Government to try a distinguished member of the 
Pr. | Ww ? e essions ne ‘Y Ld 
Judge of Thina, for the trial: royal family of Chhota Udepur on a charge of murder. 


ofa member of the royal Jn giving a short account of that State, the Chaksha 
family of Chhoté Udepur on states that it was one of those that sided. with the 
a charge of murder. British Government during the mutiny and fought 

against the rebel Chief Tatya4 Topi. The Chakshu is 
moreover of opinion that the Native States will be much displeased if they see a 
royal personage tried for murder like an ordinary individual before British 
Judges. It appears that although Mr. Birdwood is authorized to withdraw the 
case if the charge is not proved, he is not empowered to determine the 
punishment in case of the accused being found guilty. If the trial is conducted 
in the usual manner, it will assume the importance of that of the ex-Gaekwad. 
(The Satya Mitra (13) of the 2nd October makes similar remarks.) 


A correspondent of the Native Opinion (4) of the 26th September censures 

oe H. H. the Nizam’s Government for not having done 

Pcs Eek. jeation = justice to the Hindus of Kulburga in connection with 

the Nam's G sacle om the late disturbance. The writer also reports that 

the matter of the late Kul. Upwards of 10,000 Mahomedans are bent upon 
“el 9 


dis . destroying the temple of Sharanbasapa Lingaet in that 
city. 7 

A correspondent of the Mahdrashtra Mitra (11) of the 30th September 

SE eta complains in very severe terms of the injustice done 


to the Hindus in the same disturbance. The Resident 
; Salar Jung, asking him to settle the dispute as early as 
a otherwise the Imperial Government will be placed under the necessity 
of interfering with the matter; but no reply has yet been received by him. 
ee a demands the dismissal of the Mahomedan officers who connived at 
roe en. of their co-religionists, the punishment of those who destroyed the 
“a ple and sacrileyed the remains of the saint; the restoration of the temple at 

expense of the rioters, and the setting apart of a piece of ground for 


has sent a kharité to Sir 


cS ak? a hs 
a ee pee 
wer) < 


“> 


- 


18 


- parving the remains of the saint, together with the construction ofatombon it += | 
pe expense of the rioters. The writer also hears of a rumour of another [an 
attack contemplated by the Mahomedans on another temple in that city. The . 


letter is an earnest appeal to Sir Salar Jung, and is written under the influence 
of strongly excited feelings. 7 


The Daydn Sdgar (29) of the 27th September says that as the number of 
_._. dispensaries is increasing fast in the Southern 
that Dr. Sinclair, Mar4tha Country, it is necessary that there should be 


“ ee i. a. proper supervision over them. The Sédgar therefore 


ncipal Medical Officer suggests that the popular and experienced Dr. Sinclair, ; a 
of the Southern Maratha who will be in charge of the new Prince of Wales a 


Country, and that a Medical 


cactiseld ta. wlecbod te Hospital at Kolhapur, should be paid some additional 


salary by all the States conjointly, and should be = 
iia Kolbsper High Echo wade the principal medical olen: of the Southern a 
Marétha Country as in the case of the Baroda State. His head-quarters should oo 
be at Kolhapur, and he should superintend all the dispensaries of the division. ee 
During his absence on tour, the Assistant Surgeon will carry on his duties at a 


the Suddur Station. If this suggestion is adopted, all the medical institutions 
of the Southern Mardtha Country will be placed on an efficient footing. The a 
Sdgar also suggests that a medical class should be attached to the local High - as 
School to supply the growing demand for hospital assistants, compounders ie 
and others. Such a class will not entail any additional expense on the State 


treasury. 
Municipalities. , 
The Yajdén Parast (52) of the 26th September observes that at the last os a a 


Municipal elections which took place two years 

Recommends that every ag0, the rate-payers elected thirty natives and two — 
voter of the Bombay Mani- Kuropeans, theJusticesof the Peace elected nine natives a 
cipal Corporation should be and seven Europeans, and Government nominated . ae 


snag Bsnedaabiesea A Europeans .only to sixteen memberships. Thus the 


returned by his ward. Corporation is represented by thirty-nine natives and a | 
twenty-five Europeans. ‘This vast difference between — 
the European and the native elements of the Corporation appears unjust. A “<4 
large number of the voters are natives, and native candidates secure their votes = 
by an expeditious use of their influence, and only afew Europeans are returned. <a 
This evil needs a cure, which will be found by adopting the following proposal. ‘a 
At present a voter is entitled to give his vote in favour of a single candidate of 7 ae 
the ward of which he is a voter. The rate-payer should now be authorized to . 


give as many votes as there are representatives for his ward. For instance, 
the Fort ward sends five representatives, and every voter of it should get the ee 
right to give five votes. By doing this each native voter will be able to give : a 
some of his votes for natives, and others for Europeans, and the improper a 
difference between the European and the native elements of the Corporation will as 
disappear, | : a3 
Miscellaneous. 


The Nasik Vritta (36) of the 25th September hears that the climate of . ae 


Simla does not agree with His Excellency Lord o 5 
Invites His Excellency the Ripon’s health, and invites His Excellency to Nasik, as : aa 


Viceroy to try the climate of being one of the healthiest stations in India. The 
: od for the benefit of his writer describes the advantages of a residence at that 


station, and quotes authorities in support of his 
statements. | = 
The Arunodaya (20) of the 26th September states that a large comet a | 
Sates which makes its appearance after every 2,000 years me 
will a2 bag osc will become visible next year from the Ist of April to oa 
next year. the 12th of June. It will be so bright that in its 


presence the noonday sun will grow pale as at the #3 eo 
_A European gentleman is engaged in shortly publishing i 
of it, which will enable people to judge of the correctness of his 


time of the creation. A 
an account 3 


prophecy, 


Satya Mitra (13) of the 2nd October remarks that while the Hindus 
ler the appearance of a comet as ominous, the Japanese consider i 


The same learns from a correspondent at Panvel 
Refers a — that about 200 cases of theft and rob 
oS x ‘peg sly in that tdluka during the last month, but y one 
7 of them has been traced by the police. 


_ The Shivdji (17) of the 24th — hears of 


apa Sey ore, garnet of some Bhils in the Akola Zilla, and of the 
oq mleca eco ae police being engaged in suppressing it. ; 
[An Erratum.—In 7, line 7, of the Report on Native Papers for the week ending 


page 
11th September 1880, for “the Shol4pur Police ” please read “the Poona Police,” and in 
inal note for “ Shol4pur ” please read “ Poona.’ 
D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press, — 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
of the Reporter on the Natwe Press, 
6th October 1880, 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


sats state of India. Almost every 
¢gomething must be done.’ This is a great point gained; for nothing ever 


ean be done-so long as the doctors differ as to whether the man is really 


ji Another thing also seems plain. There is a tendency to agree that the 


‘something’ is nothing else than such an admission of natives to - 


the administrative work of the Government as will make it cost vastly less. 
‘Mr. Knight in his Statesman demands native administration and European 
ision, such as exists, for instance, in the best Native States. Mr. Hyndman 
makes a similar demand. The existence of well-managed, prosperous and 
contented Native States is an argument of very great force in support of the 
position taken by Mr. Knight and Mr. Hyndman. On the other hand, the 
existence of a vast amount of corruption, bribery, and oppression on the part 
of native officials under English rule, ially in the lower grades, makes the 
Government hesitate. It does not dare to trust the administration of the State 
to the people themselves. So there isan argument on each side of the question. 
We imagine that a more entire and cordial confidence on the part of Govern- 
ment would go far to stop the bribery and corruption. The sense of trust and 
responsibility throws a man on his honor and helps to make him faithful. 
Now native officials are trusted only in part, and bear but the shadow of 
nsibility. At the same time nothing is more certain than that a general 
toning up of the moral character of the people from the least even unto the 
is even more essential than what we have mentioned. No reform— 
political or social—can be effectual, which does not base itself ona moral 
regeneration.” , 


‘The Subodha Patriké (6) of the 3rd October, referring to the strong 
remarks made by Mr. Justice Marriott in connection 

Comments on the censure with Mr. Ndna Moroji's proceedings in a case before him 
passed by Mr. Justice Marriott Jact year, is of opinion that Mr. Nin4 is a Magistrate 


= bd oe ee a of such long standing and experience and so very well 


up in his work as certified by such an able Judge as 


Sir Joseph Arnould, that it is most likely that some very satisfactory explanation 
of his proceedings must be available. The Patriké is glad that Government is 
as wide awake in this matter as it has shown itself to be, and only wishes that 
similar vigilance in the interests of the people will be shown on other occasions 
when the conduct of others than native magistrates comes into question. 


The Native Opinion (5) of the same date is astonished at the Indu Prakash 
(4) joining in the hue and ery raised against the Magistrate, and its forgetting 
in 80 doing that it was condemning the Magistrate before giving him a hearing— 
& procedure which the Indu itself has been particular in condemning on the 
part of Government in the Edwards’ case. 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 3rd October, referring to the late Edwards’ 
Comments on the Rdwards’ °25© 8@Y8 that if Government wished to release the 
case, wer’ prisoner on the ground of mercy, they could have 
abe done so by the light of the Magistrate’s report, and an 
investigation conducted by the highest judicial authorities. In the absence of 
this Course, the action of Government only betrayed undue hastiness, neglect of 
the judicial authorities, and a spirit of fault-finding in the case of the Magistrate. 
oe had been a Judicial officer in the Council, he would not have allowed of 
the mistake ; but obstinacy and impatience should not have blinded the 
authorities into passing censure on one of their old and tried officers. So also 
Piet ar Should have first put the whole case on paper and then framed 
St Resolution, instead of which they decided to move in the matter on the 
of September and framed and published the Resolution on the 20th, after it 
aa been loudly called for by the Press. This proceeding too was irregular 
-,.20¢ in form. In the Resolution itself nothing of importance is stated to 


Justify the vote of censure beyond a mere surmise that the Magistrate was led 


tthe Dnyénodaya (7) of the 7th October makes the following remarks on 
._ the subject of Indian reform :—“ One thing seems quite 
Makes remarks on Indian -),5> in the conflicting turmoil of opinion about the 


y agrees that 


irregular proceedings. If the Magistrate had erred, it was proper to 
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by class-sympathy. But in the estimation of the le that very ch 
pag Be loouaht home to the Government. It is doubtfu whether “the pin 
would have assumed such proportions if the prisoner had been other than 
g Eurasian, whether it would have been so hastily disposed of, and whether 
Magistrate would have been censured at all. It isa painful fact that the 
public are becoming more and more of opinion that the proceedings of Govern- 
ment are not conducted in a thoughtful and considerate spirit on account of the 
absence of the judicial element in the Council. However irritable and severe a 
judicial officer may be, he will, as a rule, never do anything that is strange or 
unusual. His action is always systematic and considerate. The revenue 
oficers, on the other hand, are hardly ever calm and thoughtful. They are 
- and in their haste they first do something strange or unusual and then 


try their utmost to defend their action. The removal of the Divan and the © 


dismissal of the Regency Council of Cutch is an instance to the point. 


A correspondent of the Dina Bandhu (8) of the 3rd October, referring to 
the late Edwards’ case, says that the Magistrate’s 
-opequecensieamtmat decision was just, and that no importance can be 
attached to the statements of the father of the accused, as they were found to be 
false. Moreover, the drinking habits of the accused show what kind of a man 
he is. It is well known that butlers-and native servants, addicted to drinking, 
are in the habit of stealing tumblers, bottles, children’s clothes, metallic vessels 
and such other articles, and exchanging them for a glass of wine at the liquor- 
shops. There is therefore no wonder in Edwards’ attempting to steal a carriage- 
lamp. It may be urged that he was im receipt of a monthly salary of Rs. 
30, and therefore could have had no inducement to steal an article of such 
description ; but it should be remembered that thousands of rupees are not enough 
to a drunkard, nor will such a person be ashamed of doing anything of the kind 
alleged. It may be, according to the opinion of some, that the punishment was 
a little too severe for the crime; but there can be no question that not only 
would no such opinion have been formed if the Magistrate had been a European 
and had accorded even a severer punishment, but His Excellency the Governor 
would have also hesitated to release the prisoner. The Government are not 
afraid of putting a slur upon a native, whatever his abilities may be; but the 
result of it is that encouragement is thereby given to their own low-casté 
co-religionists to do wicked acts. 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 3rd October makes the following remarks on 
the judicial and the revenue branches of the public 
Pipe remarks on the service :—‘ In these days when the tendency of rulers 
Jadicial and revenue branches’ .- » 26 Ye : : . 
of the public service. is to frown on the judicial service as befriending the 
i people in the establishment of their just rights, and 
to increase the powers and prerogatives of the revenue officers, it is quite 
refreshing to find the Bombay Gazette in its issue of the 29th ultimo coming 
forward to lay it down as an acknowledged fact that a revenue officer does not 
enjoy that confidence and respect of the people which his judicial brother does, 
€ Gazette says that that is due to a revenue officer’s perverse disregard of the 
rules found useful by others in the investigation of facts. It recommends that 
a regular procedure for revenue justice should be laid down, and all revenue 
Proceedings should be conducted in the presence of parties and pleaders, and 
not simply by paper reports from subordinate officers, which are often hasty and 
full of misstatements. The Bombay Gazette fully enlists our sympathies in this 
matter. A revenue officer of Government can do and often does more mischief 
to the rights of a citizen than his neighbour can; so that the protection of civil 
courts 1s more urgently needed in the former case than in the latter, That 


protection having b : 
matters, it beco g been taken away by recent enactments in several important 


mes imperatively necessary to take steps to improve the revenue 


ministration of the coun , which at the present day is hardly satisfactor 
80 far as the people are saekaea® : j . if 


The Shubha Suchak (29) of the Ist October, commenting on the recent 
Makes Increase in the cases of the murder of natives by 
fidence of the serge "We Englishmen, ascribes it to the partiality and leniency 
different departments of State. Of English jurors in the case of their own countrymen. 
Mr. Justice Straight made remarks to the same effect 


a” 


ne delivering his judgment in the case of Michael Davies. Of all the departments 
of State in this country, the people have the greatest faith in the judicial. In 
that department the Government and the subjects are placed on the same foot- 
ing. If the other departments were administered in an equally straightforward 
manner, so as to secure public confidence, the subjects will have no cause for 
complaint. It is entirely in the hands of Government to secure the affection of 


The Suryodaya (21) of the 4th October refers to a recent case of attack 
| _.. and outrage on a poor Bhil woman on the part of a 
Is of opinion that 1. forest guard at Dighaven in the Pimpalner T4luka 
city and severtiy inthe of the Khéndesh Zilla, for having brought some 
ery charcoal to the local bazar for sale. The woman was 
not only severely beaten by the wretch, but taken to a lonely part of the village 
and there outraged. This was seen by a Mang from a distance. It is true that 
the guilty man was punished by the Magistrate with three months’ imprison- 
ment and a fine of fifty rupees ; but what does that signify ? Here was a man led 
to the commission of two crimes under the supposition that he was doing his 
duty as a forest guard in connection with the forest rules; and on account of 
the oppression he practised under cover of his authority a poor helpless woman 
lost her chastity and her name! The cause of all these things was the forest 
law. Was there any likelihood of the occurrence.of any such things in the 
absence of that law? It isin this way that the multiplicity of laws leads to 
the increase of crime. The Suryodaya therefore recommends that the laws 
should be few and as mild as possible. 


The Dnydén Prakdsh (9) of the 7th October contains a communication 
which dwells on the greater importance of criminal 

Is of opinion that revenne cases as compared with civil, and on the injudicious 
eens sO mage Pepa’ An licy of Government in leaving the former into the 
ee ies nds of badly paid and uneducated Head Karkuns 
and Mahdlkaris, while the latter are decided by learned 

and highly paid judges. The writer considers criminal cases as being more 
important, because their attendant punishment, namely, that of imprisonment, 
is calculated to deprive a man of what he values most-—his reputation. Even a 
day’s imprisonment suffices to ruin a man in that respect. It is therefore 
recommended that the revenue officers should not be vested with such a power. 


The Arunodaya (20) of the 3rd October complains of the complicated 
ee a machinery of English law as introduced into this 
machinary of ng a country. As the number of laws increases, the people 
devise various methods of dissimulation and deceit to 

escape from their clutches. Law in this way affects the simple character of the 
people, and in the course of time makes them adepts in duplicity. It is toa 
certain extent become a kind of gambling. Very much depends upon the 
manner in which one keeps his purse open; and the expense on stamp-paper, 
allowances to witnesses, fees to pleaders and barristers, and other delicate fees 
privately distributed, serve to em pty it to no small extent and not unfrequently 
beggar the plaintiff. And all thisfor what? To secure a judgment which may 
depend upon the tutored evidence of false witnesses! No wonder therefore 
that people become disheartened and reckless, and do not mind attacking the 

_ bailiffs who come to confiscate their property, as in the late case at Nandurbér 
“a the Khéndesh Zilla. It is true that the money-lenders often ruin the ryots, 
ros it 18 not yet widely known how far the criminal courts serve to assist the 
omer in accomplishing that ruin. When that fact becomes obvious to the 
Pry of the people, they will not fail to attack the Subordinate Judges instead 
ne) fan at the bailiffs. The writer therefore does not sympathize with the 
Court in the censure it has passed on the Nandurbér Magistrate for having 
ee lenient to the accused persons who attacked the bailiff. Instead 
oping severe measures, the Arunodaya advocates reform in the legal 


Br seoaction in the number of laws, and the doing away with pleaders 
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2 | ; The Nydya Prakash (66) of the 27th September states that a few days ago an 


anonymous letter was received by the police that the 

_ PraysGovernment tomake police patel of Waghrech in the Walséd Téluka had 
certain changes ™ Lr Er cut down and appropriated a babul tree which was 
Hii of the potoe ene 0 the property of Government. The police without 
making a thorough enquiry into the matter, appre- 

hended and put handcuffs on him, and took him from Walsd4d to Pérdi in that 
condition. ~ He was on trial found not guilty of the accusation brought against 
him. Many instances of innocent persons being similarly handcuffed have 
occurred, and it behoves Government to deprive the police of the authority of 
putting on handcuffs, of which it often makes a wrong use. So also many magis- 
trates on deciding a case give the property in dispute either to the complainant 
orthe accused according tothe decision. But it sometimes so happens that the 
magistrate’s decision is upset on appeal, and the appellate court decides that the 
roperty should be restored to the other party. In such a case as this much 
‘ifficulty is experienced in the recovery of the property.. Hence it is desirable 
that the magistrates should be instructed not to give it away until the appeal 
on their decision is disposed of, and to take good security from the person to 
whom it may have been given in those cases in which it may be found indispensable 
to give it to the person to whom the magistrate may decide to give it. The 
Nydya Prakdsh mentions a case which lately occurred at Ahmedabad, in which a 
goldsmith charged his own daughter and a watchmaker with theft, and on the 
charge being proved the accused were sentenced, and the stolen property was 
given to the prosecutor. ‘The accused appealed against this decision, and have 
been released from the prison as being not guilty and are to get back the 


property. It remains to be seen what means will be used to recover it from the 
goldsmith for its restoration to the accused. 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 3rd October, says: ‘‘ It is not seldom that we 
hear of executive Government officers setting the 
law at defiance and giving free play to their whims 
to the utter destruction of the subjects. A case of this sort has just been 
brought to our notice, in which, as the report goes, the District Magistrate of 
Poona is setting the law at defiance by issuing orders to the parties concerned to 
compound a crime which by the present laws cannot be compounded. The 
particulars of the case, so faras we know of them, are:—A certain Military 
officer made an attempt at kidnapping, if not seducing, a girl from the house 
of her guardians, who, on knowing of the offence, preferred a complaint to the 
police. The police authority issued a summons and sent a police constable 
with the complainant to serve it. The police officer went to the proper 
authority through whom the summons was to be served, but the Military 
officer not only took no heed of it, but on the contrary tied the constable 
and the complainant up with ropes and put them in confinement. The 
police authority, we believe, Mr. Kyte, requested the Superintendent of 
Police to write to the District Magistrate to release the two persons. They 
were accordingly released. Mr. Kyte then took measures to seek redress, and 
laid a formal complaint before the District Magistrate against the Milit 

officer for having illegally confined the two innocent men. But Mr. Richey 
postponed the trial, and insists upon the compounding of the offence. If 


responsible officers themselves should indulge in thus setting the law at defiance, 
the lower servants will follow fast.” 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 4th October says: “ The following from the 

' Bombay Review deserves prominent attention :—The 

el . Pi megr vat in statement that Mr. Monteath, the retiring Post 
the retiring Post re Master General, is to arrange to send out 16 young 
General. men from England for the Money Order branch of the 
al | service on a salary of Rs. 200 per month, was 
ae forgotten. The Anglo-Indian has done well to recall attention to it. 
at paper very properly remarks that this course is ‘ distinctly opposed to the 


ya of the India Office Despatch, ordering the appointment of young men of 


Reports a case. 


€ country to . 
ote had ty, all offices of that kind” We presume that Mr. Monteath must 


whol @ sanction of the ‘ late’ Government of India to this scheme of 
ba esale patronage ; but we trust the Marquis of Ripon’s Council will quickly 
stop after Mr. Monteath a sharp protest against this reactionary and blundering 
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ithe Dina Bandhu (8) of the 3rd October, teferring to the Game Preserv: 


ation Bill, is sorry to see that the preservation of 
fish has also been provided for, and that the restric- 
ns against sporting have been made more stringent 
than before. The Honourable Mr. Graham has spoken the mind of the native 
public, and has exposed the partiality of the measure and the evil consequences 

} to result from it. The sound arguments and the clear method of reason- 
ing of the Honourable Member bespeak his thorough knowledge of the country 
and its people. The Bill, to say the least of it, is a most unjust and uncalled-for 
measure. The Bandhu earnestly appeals to His Excellency Sir James Fergusson 
not to pass this pet movement of the Honourable Mr. Ashburner into a law. 


The Arunodaya (20) of the same date understands that the usual object in 
referring a Bill to a Select Committee is to modify it in such a way as to make 
it less objectionable and to adapt it to the requirements of the people. But in 
the case of the Bill under consideration exactly the opposite course séems to 
have been adopted-—the operation of the measure has been extended to the fish 
of -the rivers and the seas, and the punishnients under the Act are made 
applicable to the purchasers of game! It is quite in accordance with the spirit 
ofthe times that the well-paid Councillors should lend their voice to such 
proposals. The Committee, however, made a serious mistake in not proposing 
that the articles 379—395 of the Criminal Procedure Code should be made 
applicable to those who would hunt or purchase game animals during the closed 
seasons! What can have made the Honourable Mr. Ashburner suppose that 
the fish are also diminishing in number? How did.he manage to become 

uainted with that fact? Was it that he angled during a voyage to England 
and was disappointed? Why has he made no provision for preserving the 
fish in summer when the waters of rivers are dried up, and the birds in winter 
when they die of cold? 


The Dina Bandhu (8) of the 3rd October, referring to the Deccan Agricul- 

pe i ik turists Relief Act, says that Government will find on 
Discusses the merits of the enquiry that since the passing of this Act many of 
gg en ae ryots have sold their lands to the money-lenders. 
: If Government wish to know how far the Act has 

benefited the ryots, they should ask for reports from each of the villages as regards 


Mat ‘on the @ 


recent purchases of lands. In cases of mortgage the money-lenders coax the 


ryots into re-taking possession of their own lands by freeing them from the 
mortgage and then into drawing up fresh deeds for the sums borrowed for that 
purpose. In these deeds it is clearly stated that the interest on the borrowed 
capital should be paid regularly every year, otherwise the ryot loses his claim 
to the ownership of the land. a some of these deeds it is stated that the owner 
has sold the land for the sum mentioned! If the poor ryot asks why the word 
“sold” is entered in the document, the money-lender blandly says ‘‘ Do you 
take me for a farmer that I should appropriate your land? The conditions are 
simply formal.” But when once the document is registered, the meaning of 
these sweet words soon becomes obvious. If we go back to former times, we 
fd that the money-lenders were in somewhat straitened circumstances on 
account of the difficulties of earning a livelihood ; but the ryots had plenty of 
corn in their possession and were on the whole well circumstanced. Under 
these conditions the latter had nothing particular to fear even from protracted 
famines. _ But under the British Government no sooner is there a drought than 
the ryot is completely put out and is obliged to fast for four or even eight 
days running, while the money-lender enjoys himself comfortably at home. 
is certainly strange, when it is remembered that the native rulers were 
absolute and made laws as they liked ; whereas the British ‘Government rules 
according to law, and yet the ryots are very far from being contented and 
happy! The Deccan Agriculturists Relief Act is well meant, but the ignorant 
ryots are incapable of deriving any benefit from it. The Government has 
appointed Village Munsifs and Conciliators in order to facilitate the registration 
of deeds and to diminish the expenses of litigation, but it is like giving a knife 
into the hands of a butcher. The officers named above belong to a very 
; erent class from that of the ryots. It is therefore recommended that the 
old rules for registration should be restored , and if the officers mentioned above 


Vee S 


hy Fh tty 


OORPELO OEREID GE  LON LD ALLELE DSR. MEL Be ELI NE 


4 é 


oo 
“* ) Soe i : . -~ . 

bog. ara : tals = ae m: 4 a 4 > 7 . - 

Ss. re a See, :s ee a : * 
ie Sh neo al a> Rag eae na 2 

' Pi ae) ak ee ae t , - 

See Oo te ape a Pas $ . > e 

ROP” 2 lee See | 
aS te Ses eae Uae ‘ 

ba ues ek) Nar: ik ii oh - : a 

“ae ete = ae 3 d- « fe ™ 

i = I mee Se 
”) 2 a aad ee * } * 

Pac et ~ Su 
4 Ete ‘ he ate . a . 
: Sn a : 
Bhp EE “ 


cannot be selected from other castes than the one from which they now are, 
the old course of settling disputes should also be restored. The difficulties 
attending that course are to be preferred to the simplicity of the new. 


The Nydya Sindhu (39) of the 4th October complains of the severity of thé 


new forest rules) The Sindhu does not understand — 


_Complaine ae why the rules should be made applicable to private 


forests, and why certain paths only should be used 
for taking away the produce of the jungles. The words “ wood” and “ produce 
of the jungles” have been made to comprehend almost everything. In 1878, 
_ 9.544 persons were prosecuted under the forest law, and the fines amounted 
to Rs. 13,056; consequently there is no knowing how far these numbers will 
sncrease under the new rules. If a person wishes to remove certain articles 
from one place to another, he has to pay a fee for that purpose, nor can one 
remove the produce of his own forest land more than once in every twenty-four 
hours, provided it is not more than can be carried by one man on his head! It 
is hardly possible to conceive the amount of vexation and trouble which the 
ryots will have to suffer under these and similar rules. The Sindhu is of 
opinion that such rules are not needed for the protection of the forests. 


The same complains that much difficulty is felt in the Ahmednagar Zilla 


as regards the supply of green grass for the cattle. 

proves of the condi- ‘The Forest Department sells the grass in the public 

Gen on Aigo ona Ly Lands by contract, on the condition that the purchaser 
oe 8 sold by will mow it and take it away himself, but people who 
own a large number of cattle.cannot afford to lose 


their valuable time in mowing the grass and bringing it home. The authorities, 
however, do not understand these difficulties. 


The Jagan Mitra (35) of the 4th October loudly complains of the hardships 
which the ryots of Ratnagiri are put to on account of 


Complains of the hardships the closing of the salt-pans in that district. The Mitra 
attendant on the closing of 


the salt-pans in the Ratnagiri earnestly appeals to Mr. A. Crawford to represent their 


case to Government, and to get their grievance 
redressed. 


A correspondent of the Satya Shodhak (36) of the 3rd October describes 

, the poverty of the ryots of the Ratnagiri District, and 

Complains that salt is their utter inability to purchase salt atthe enhanced 

pry ale ny a on account rate consequent upon the closing of the salt-pans in 
osing of the salt-pans epeege ; 

in the iri Distsict. that district. The people loudly complain that the 

Government does not allow them to eat the salt 

produced spontaneously on the sea-shore. The recent death of a poor Kunbi is 

ascribed to his not having been able to get salt fora long time. It is absolutely 

necessary that measures should be adopted for obtaining cheap salt ; the writer 


therefore recommends that the people of Ratn 4giri should petition Government 
on the subject. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Sdgar (30) of the 4th October advises the 


Government to introduce the law of primogeniture 

Advocaies the introduct; : ‘ primoge 
of the law dod Shiidlioes into this country for reasons somewhat similar to those 
into this country. advanced by the Shivdji (17) of the 17th September, 


the 25th September. noticed in the weekly summary for the week ending 


The Prabhdkar (3) of the 4th and the 5th October complains of the manner 
Makes remarks on the J Which the license-tax is levied inthe mofussil. 
‘Ticense-tax, The writer does not complain so much of the tax 
itself as of the oppressive manner in which it is levied. 


The case of Pujabhai Ghelabhai is also noticed at great length. — 


The Loka Mitra (55) a _ Se: res -e in alluding to the notice | ee: by. 
atising Gopaldas, a dealer of the village o 

prt ae oorermment to Wisalpur in the Sénand Téluka of the Ahmedabad 

sors from over-assessing the istrict to the Mdmlatdér of thetéluka and the Collector 

‘*x-payers. | of the Zillah, to return the over-assessment levied on 

tire. cn: him under the license-tax, and that in case of failure 

€ a civil suit to recover the same, observes that the dealer offered to 
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ghow his account-books in support of his demand, but having failed to obtain 
redress through the usual course of making petitions, has resorted to the unusual 
one of giving a notice in a newspaper. But there is little hope of even the 
notice producing due effect upon the mofussil officers, and the dealer ought to 
resort to the High Court to obtain redress, if he fails to get it in the mofussil 
courts. It is, however, to be regretted that severity should be practised in the 


mofussil in the collection of this tax, and that petitions should not receive 


per attention. If Government officers suppose that they will secure the 
favour of Government by over-taxing the poor people, they are greatly 
mistaken; since Government does not wish to gain a few thousands by oppressing 
the people. In con clusion, the Mitra hopes that Government will issue 
snstructions to the License-tax Assessors in order to prevent the occurrence of any 


more cases of unjust over-assessment. (The Gujardti (65) of the same date 
7 somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Kalpataru (26) of the 3rd October gives a copy of the petition lately 


forwarded to Government by about forty subordinate 
Gives a copy of a petition officials of the Revenue Department in the Sholdépur 


to Government by the swPero District, complaining that they are debarred from 
Sholipar District. ae rea by the higher appointments in the service 


aving been lately reserved for University graduates, 
and praying that, as experience and standing must be considered as having 
prior claims to mere book-learning in such an important branch of the public 
service as the one to which they belong, their case will be duly considered in 


revising the rules referred to, and the Lower and Higher Standard Examinations 
be henceforth conducted in the vernacular. 


The Vengurla Vritta (34) of the 30th September approves of the recent 

: Resolution of the Government of India, by which the 

Prays His Excellency the ryots in the neighbourhood of jungles are permitted 

ler to see that the + wear arms for the protection of their persons and 
authorities bring the . . 

recent Resolution onthe Arms Property from the attacks of wild animals; but 

Act into force. recommends that His Excellency the Viceroy should 

make strict inquiries to see that the authorities in the 

mofussil bring it into force. Otherwise the concession will remain only on 


paper, and the ryots will be debarred from enjoying the privilege. 
The Nagar Samdchdr (40) of the 2nd October, referring to the rumours 
aes about Prince Rémchandra’s movements in Central Asia, 
aeters Réamchond.., Says that whatever his intentions may be, he is 
wee rene eacuma * powerless ; but it is to be regretted that some idlers 
should attract the attention of Government at phantoms 


of their own creation, and create a feeling of distrust in their minds concerning 
the loyalty of the natives. 


The Suryodaya (21) of the 4th October protests against the recent circular 


Refers to the recentcircular Of the Educational Inspector, Northern Division, 
of the Educational Inspector, With regard to the admission of low-caste boys into 


N. D., with regard to the Government schools, on the und of religious 
admission oflow-caste children = baat ia ; od " 


, objections and the dirty habits of those classes. The 
re Government schools. children of the higher classes will naturally feel 


if they are asked to associate with Mahdr, Dhed and such other 
children. How can it be otherwise? How can they put up with the noxious 
vapours arising from their dirty persons? How is it that Englishmen do not 
associate with native converts on a footing of equality in matters of food, 
intermarriage and other particulars? Why have the Railway Companies 
reserved special third-class compartments for Europeans and Eurasians? By 


@ similar process of reasoning, Government will at once perceive the impro- 


yr of the order, which is only calculated to retard the progress of education. 


vernment Saersnitae : 
Fe at oe i cia of educating low-caste people, let them open special 


The Indu Prakésh (4) of the 4th October, referring to the new rules of the 


ee Bombay Government by which the management of 
rules in facet she bo “. the primary schools is handed over to the revenue 
mary “schools, Pr officers, says that it has not been stated in the rules as 
to when they are to come into operation and whether 
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they apply to the whole Presidency or particular parts of it. Is it not intended 
pag! 7 the rules to those districts where alphabets other than Bélbodha and 
Modi are used? Supervision by the revenue officers in addition to that of the 
educational will no doubt greatly assist the cause of primary education. The 

is, however, that the Collectors are already overworked, and therefore it is 
desirable that the number of the educational officers should be increased. The 
Collectors and the Members of Local Fund Committees may devote their 
attention to the improvement of schools, but they should have no hand in their 
management beyond the allotment of the necessary funds. By this arrange- 
ment the independent character of the Educational Department will not be 
affected, nor is it desirable that it should be. In order to provide for the 
employment of more educational officers, the Jndu proposes that, as there is 
an Educational Secretary attached to the Secretariat, the place of the Director 
of Public Instruction should be abolished, by which a saving of Rs. 2,000 per 
month will be effected to provide for an additional Educational Inspector and 
seven or eight Deputy Inspectors. In some zillas the number of schools is so 
great and they are situated at such large distances from one another, that some 
of them are not visited by the Deputies once in two years. 


The Belgaum Samachar (31) of the 4th October complains that during the 

si sais late Public Service Certificate Examination held “" 
ees eee a. that town, the mathematical papers were not proper 

eh he = Ng ha agg looked over on account of this indifference and noirienk 

of one or two members of the Committee. It was 

strange that the Sadvantvadi boys, who invariably pass this examination every 

year, failed to do so at the very outset in mathematics. The boys insist that 


their answers were correct, but the Examiners have, it appears, destroyed the 
answer papers. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (67) of the 27th September, but received on the 4th 
October, in alluding to the mistake made by the 

Porte Pon on Telegraph Master of a station in forwarding a 
responsible for the mistakes telegram from a merchant of Pondicherry to the 
ees ve by them in the Madras Ice Company to send three hundred pounds 
rc ple an ce am of ice, observes that the telegraph rules exempt a 
signaller from the responsibility of any loss which may accrue from a mistake 
made by him in the despatch of a telegram; but this is not just. He ought 
to be made to bear the loss which arises from his own negligence. If this is 
- done, trade may be endangered or other more serious consequences may 
ollow. : 


‘ 


The Arunodaya (20) of the 8rd October says that it was hitherto the practice 
with Government in the case of heirless deceased 
mae Government lays claim persons to take possession of their property and to 
pea 2 sare Aig Be yom defray the funeral expenses ata cost of Ks. 2-8-0 per 
it decline to defray his funera} ead. It has now been ruled, however, that while the 
expenses ? property of the deceased will belong to Government, 
his funeral expenses will be borne by the local 
municipality! The Théna Municipality proposes to defray the cost at Re. 1 
per head, and because it could not defray in that sum the funeral expenses of a 
Rajput who lately died in that town, his body remained in the hospital till the 
— day when it was carried with the assistance of Mahdrs and Dheds in one of 
the municipal carts for carrying rubbish! It was extremely cruel to get the 
oe of a Hindu borne by Mahars, especially if that was done on account of 
© expense. Ayain, to use a municipal cart for that purpose implies that 
© municipal authorities considered dead bodies as rubbish. How mean must 
: — individuals who can do such things through fear of the expense ? They 
ON d reflect what they or men of their own caste would feel, if their own 
‘€s Were to be similarly borne in those carts. If Government wish to free 
wemelres from this duty, they should also give up their ownership to the 
em angie = the deceased, in which case people will know how to take care of 
Thin (The Suryoduya (21) of the 4th October hopes that the Collector of 
ha will inquire into the case. ) 
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"he Indian Spectator (1) has been recently engaged in favourably reviewing 
Stews Mr. Knights Mr. Knight’s well-known paper on the present 
qell-known a3 on the pre- position of India. The fo article on this subject . 
mn India. appears in its issue of the 3rd October. 
A correspondent of the Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 5th October, writi 
from Anjarlen, complains that there are several m 
Complains that several "to dogs to be seen lately in that town for upwards of a 
dogs by = + only month, but the police take no notice of them. The 
ay people destroyed five or six dogs, but there are more. 


ce The Mahdrashtra Miira (12) of-the 7th October 
Is a Grits hooks contains a communication, the substance of which is 
- that the poverty of the ryots is owing to the heav 
assessments gddbgde’ 7 y 
— mene : Ms land assessments. @ 


The Jagan Mitra (35) of the 4th October refers 


Refers to Mr. § vig: erly to the statement of Mr. J. H. Nelson with regard to 
Sas  jalees ¢ sf the Madras the Subordinate Judges of the Madras Presidency, and 


Presidency. makes remarks similar to those of the Poona Vazbhav 
(18) noticed in the last summary. 


_A correspondent of the Prabhdkar (3) of the 7th October reports that 
3 _ _ while he was passing by the Girgaum Police Court at 
— oo night on the 5th instant he heard the piteous eries of 
yaa ir * some prisoner, who was being severely beaten by the 
police to extort a confession, and who was saying 
aloud that he was not guilty and therefore knew not what answer to give, that 
he knew nothing about the matter, and that they should ask his parents if they 
hiked. . 
The Hitechhu (47) of the 30th September, but received on the 3rd October, 
Requests the Police. of tates that gilded beads are sold in the Motiwdla’s 
Ahmedabad to prohibit the 2&4 Borah’s shops at Ahmedabad, and those who cannot 


sale of some kinds of gilt afford to purchase real gold beads, buy the gilded 


beads if theyare really poison- ones and tie them round the necks of their children. 
cas It is said that during the last few days three children 
died in the Jamdlpur quarter of the city from licking the beads. It is also 
asserted that these beads are of glass and in gilding them arsenic is used, which 
poisons the innocent children. It behoves the police, therefore, to ascertain the 
truth in this matter, and, if the beads are really poisonous, to prohibit their sale. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 4th October, in alluding to the 
confirmation by the Bombay High Court of the 
teresa Government to sentence of transportation for life passed by the 
TT sdsledieie oF on Peg 46 essions Judge of Khdndesh upon two policemen 
persons by the police, += for torturing a Bheel woman, who subsequently died 
: of the injuries inflicted on her, observes that the 
Magistrate and the Sessions Judge of Khd4ndesh deserve the heartfelt gratitude of 
the native public for taking great. pains to detect and prove the crime against 
© prisoners. There are no orders of Government that accused persons 
should be tortured to make them confess the crimes with which they are 
charged ; and yet many cases of torture by the Indian police come before the 
public. It behoves the police authorities as well as Government to bestow their 
particular attention on this important subject, and to prevent, as far as possible, 
occurrence of similar instances hereafter. 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 3rd October is glad to hear of. the appoint- 
Ribstien of tu _. ment of Mr. Sordbji Shapurji Bengdli to the next 
mentof Mr § sg Roe” =year’s shrievalty. His election is in every respect 
moe S. 8. Bengali to ‘ ; ‘ Ne : 
shrievalty of Bombay, . Unhexceptional and entirely in accord with the feelings 
| of the native community. 
While most other papers approve, the Gujdrati (65) of the 3rd October 
D; _. disapproves of the appointment of Mr. Sordbji Sbapurji 
ment of My eee sppoint- Bengédli as the Sheriff of Bombay for the ensuing 
Bengéli a, Sorabjj Shap 
Bombay for the ensuing year, Ment should have been conferred on a person, -who, 
though not rich, has rendered important services to 
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as the Sheriff of Year. ‘The selection is not well made, as the appoint- — 
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scountry. Ifeither Rév Séhob Vishvandth Néré 


Mandlik, Mr. Nowroji 


nae “Gen unji, or Mr. Pirozsha Mehta were to get it, the people would have been 


“very glad, as these gentlemen have served their country well. ; 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 4th October states 
that the Kolché Bhils give t annoyance to the 
Requests Government to farmers of Khergaum. They do not follow agriculture 
protect the Ape * Seager or any other occupation, and maintain themselves by 
‘the Kolcha — theft or robbery. They plunder the crops, kill for 
ae their food cattle found in lonely places, commit 
robberies in the fields in the presence of the watchmen, attack persons, steal 
mangoes and fuel, and levy a kind of blackmail upon Dhodié and other farmers ; 
‘but the ryots do not complain of these things, because they are threatened either 
with murder or arson. Cevecedioa’ do not seem to have hitherto adopted any 
measures to protect the sufferers from these oppressions. Asthe crops are now 
about to ripen, some of the farmers are afraid that the Kolchds will pillage them, 
and have gathered courage and petitioned Government to protect them. It is 
therefore hoped that Government will be pleased to grant their prayer. 


The Rést Goftar (51) of the 3rd October observes that when in A 
1879 the High Court sentenced Nursey Kesowji 
Trusts that Government to four years’ imprisonment, the public considered 
Kesowji from prison on in, the punishment very light as compared with the 
ground of his illness. enormity of the crime of the wreckless speculator, and 
complained about its insufficiency. But his friends 
and dependants think that it is very heavy, and have, on the plea of his illness, 
prepared for submission to Government a petition, praying for his release from 
prison, and this document is signed by several Shetids, merchants and other 
“respectable” persons. It is not surprising that the Shetias and the Justices of 


the Peace should lend their support to a person who plundered in broad day-hght 


hundreds of persons and reduced them to poverty, and who gave a great shoek to 
the entire industry, on which a large portion of the people of Bombay depended 
for their subsistence ; because he alone was not concerned in the frauds which he 
committed ; there are many others who took a part in them, but whose doings 
have not transpired. Through the influence of such parties ‘respectable ” 
persons may sign the petition, but it cannot be believed that Government 
will be deceived by it and will frustrate the ends of justice by releasing the 
arch-scoundrel from prison. It is said that some doctors have certified to 
Nursey’s illness, but that is no reason for releasing him from legal confinement. 
If the climate of Bombay does not agree with him, he should be sent to the 
Yerowda or some other jail fora change. Hundreds of persons daily attend jail 
hospitals, but it is not usual to release them from prison on that account. Wh 

should then N ursey alone be pitied ? Is it because he is rich and the son of a 
wealthy father? If notwithstanding this he is released, the public will think 


unfavourably of British justice. (The Gujardti (65) of the same date expresses 
similar sentiments.) 


The Gujardti (65) of the 8rd October observes that during the last month 

7 _ the newspapers have announced that R4v Bahadur 
aoe aapese sees Mahddev Govind Ranade has been appointed as the 
Bahidur’ Mahé der Govind Joint Judge of Nasik, but the appointment has not yet 
Ranade as the Joint Judge @ppeared in the Government Gazette. ‘The reason for 
of Nasik. this delay is that a difference of opinion has arisen 
among the Executive Councillors of this Presidency 

o— the propriety of giving him the appointment, and the question has been 
su pe for decision to the Supreme Government. Mr. Rénade’s oreat abilities 
wi = lore have gained for him the good opinion of Sir Michael Westropp, 
a 2 strongly recommended him for the post. But it is said that while 
cir “xcellencies the Governor and the Commander-in-Chief are in favour of 


the appointment, the two other Members of the Council oppose it. Since the _ 


uestion has gone bef Te 
tio, aiadle Me ore the Supreme Government, it is hoped that the 


Council of this 
of Mr, Rénade, 
Councillors will 


Presidency, and who ought to know full well the great abilities 
will recommend his appointment, and that the Viceroy and other 
adopt the recommendation. The objection. taken against his 


Gibbs, who, was formerly the Judicial Member of the Executive. 
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sntment is his outspokenness. He has become popular, and is disliked by the 

se thorities on thataccount. He has never spoken anything wrong, but is ever 

to describe the real state of things and anxious to point out the ways of 

making the British rule permanent in this country and a blessing to its people. He 

ought not therefore to be condemned as disloyal to Government, and ought to be 

appreciated as one of its real well-wishers. Sir Michael is said to like him 

for this quality, and the authorities ought to promote him to the high post 
which he so well deserves. 


The same, in an incoherent leader headed ‘The present generation,” 
| observes that the change which has of late taken 
Sundry observations as to place in the political condition of this country is due 
what the people meron! of to the influence of European society, and hence it is 
—— eg ~ imperative duty of the natives first to study the 
: manners, customs and morality of the governing race, 
and then to make their own regeneration. If this is done they will improve 
internally and externally. But the present generation does not seem to think 
of it. They say that whatever occurs is not bad and do nothing, and this hinders 
progress. No thought is given to religious, moral, educational, social and 
litical improvements, and the people are not well informed in these matters. 
t ought to be done is not done, and different persons point out different 
means. Europeans are anxious to introduce their own manners, while the 
Indians adhere to a retired and contemplative life, and neither party achieves 
any appreciable results. Polity has so far advanced that if the people remain 
quiescent they will suffer. The people of India will never mix with the 
people of Britain as the Saxons and the Normans mixed with the original 
Britons. Their paths are in opposite directions, and if this continues for ever, 
there is no chance of their being connected by mutual love. The present times 
are strange. No sooner do the young men of the day leave school or college 
then they devote themselves to reading newspapers and believe that they are 
great statesmen. Young boys talk upon the question,—what benefits they derive 
from the British rule! The London Times says that England derives no 
benefit from this country ; why then do Englishmen retain possession of India ? 
Such thoughts proceed from young brains, and it is an important question 
whether it is advantageous or disadvantageous that it should be so. It is said 
that great deeds are performed by great men, but at the present day this saying 
does not seem to be true. What big Shetias cannot do, young men sometimes 
perform. Young men run mad on hearing that pamphlets for India are printed 
in America. “ Is this report true ?” is the question in everybody’s mouth. If 
the name of Paike Islém is mentioned, the Mahomedans look spirited. When 
they hear that the British arms have gained a victory in Afghanistan, they 
become afraid and ask, what, is this report true? Ifthe British forces are 
defeated wed give the reins to their imaginations. The young “ statesmen” of 
the present day do not hesitate to say that the telegrams bring false news. The 
name of Russia excites them! If the Times of India or the Gazette mentions a 
case of some Russian success, however unimportant, the news is spread in the 
town and the countenances of people look happy. At the present time the 
liking of the people is unstable; and yet as if the British Government had no 
strength, the natives frown on it, and ask it toconsider their condition and to 
give them their just rights. Though the Aryans have no strength nor ability 
to do anything, they are adepts in putting on an appearance of being wise. 
The article contains some more sentiments expressed in the same strain. 


The Bombay Saméchér (48) of the 6th October observes that Lord Beaconsfield’s 
= Ministry feared that Russian influence was increasin 
ree Tete te ete Government in Afghanistan, and considered that to destroy it an 

of their object in beatowir, @Stablish British influence in its stead should be their 
the Cabul throne on Abdul Chief object. They therefore thought of poovee a 


British envoy at the Cabul court, who would watch — 


Fe aR the Russians and would give proper advice to the 
mir at times. But the late Sher Ali Khan discarded their proposal, and his 
refusal was interpreted by the Beaconsfield Ministry and Lord Lytton’s 
*vernment into an unwillingness to give up Russian connection. They 
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therefore thought that so long as the late Amir was upon the Cabul throne, there 
was no chance of British interests being duly conserved in Afghanistan, and 
therefore declared the Afghan war. After carrying on the hostilities at a heavy 
sserifice of money and brave men, the British Government have bestowed the 
Cabul throne on Abdul Rahman, who was not only under the protection of the 
Russians for ten long years, but was also their pensioner during that period. 
This step of the British Guvernment is opposed to their original object in 
declaring the war, and has greatly surprised the public. Mr. Lepel Griffin has 


made an attempt to throw light upon this mystery. At a farewell dinner given — 


to him by his friends, he has explained the object of Government in giving the 
throne to Abdul Rahman. He stated that Abdul well knew from his long 
connection with the Russians what sort of people they were, and has been able. 
to see how much difference there is between them and the British. From this 
conviction he has decided to remain loyal to the latter, and he sees his interest 
in doing so. With this object he became a candidate to the Cabul throne, and 
the same has been bestowed on him. This explanation from Mr. Lepel Griffin 
is not likely to remove the feelings of surprise and disapprobation felt by a large 
portion of the public. Compared to the grave responsibilities of the arrangement, 
the explanation is weak and groundless. * It cannot be believed that the British 
authorities have bestowed the throne on Abdul Rahman simply far the reason 
given by Mr. Griffin, but if it be actually the case, they have been laid astray 
by their great simplicity. Since the Afghan war is declared to have been made 
in the interests of India and she is made to bear its cost, her people are naturally 
anxious to secure peace in the Afghan country, and have a right to know the 
different arrangements made with regard to it. The-Government of India 
should therefore inform the public what benefits to India are looked for from 
the bestowal of the Cabul throne on Abdul Rahman, and what grounds and. 
guarantees there are that they will necessarily follow. 


The Arunodaya (20) of the 3rd October, referring to a new book published 

; in Bombay called “ Letters on Afghan affairs,” says 

« ee inl oollgeg =e thet it is 0 good reply to those who advocate the 

ghan affairs, : J ‘ 

annexation of Afghanistan for the purpose of checking 

the course of Russian aggression. Ifthe British Government desire to keep 
Russia off from this country, the best thing to do would be to secure the friend- 
ship of a united and independent Afghanistan which may serve as a formidable 
barrier against the encroachments of Russia in the direction of India. The 
Afghans are an independent people who will never brook foreign sway—whether 
English or Russian; whereas if their country is annexed, they will in all 


Swerggs call in the Russians to assist them in taking revenge upon the 
pglish. 


The Gujarati (65) of the 3rd October, in giving the substance of Mr. 
Cielletites thd Aledo, Bradlaugh’s speech before the constituents of Durham, 
as being unjust. oun W8r condemning in strong terms the Afghan war as bei 
unjust, observes that the remarks made by the impartial 
speaker appear mostly true. The commencement of this war was a mistake, 
and so is itsend. A Russian envoy went to Cabul to see the Amir, and the 
latter received him with civility and honour, while he showed the British 
overnment some disrespect. It was thought that the envoy tried to gain or had 
actually gained over the Amir to his side. This created false suspicions in our 


mind, and without his permission and without just cause we sent our envoy to 


Al; s poecaspaniod by an armed retinue of 150 followers. The Afghan Sardar at 
asyid stopped him, as no orders were received from the Amir to admit him. 

a ae this as a great insult, and proclaimed and carried on a terrible 
hie e result of which we all know. We call ourselves the most civilized and 
ependent people ; _we proclaim to the world that we love liberty and justice, 
Ny ego men’s nights, and are ready to sacrifice our lives for them; we 
cote t every person is independent and that all possess equal rights; and 
mR 3 #8 inexplicable that so much money, labour und blood should have been 
hie i the Afghan war, simply because the Amir refused to admit us into 
“seohisetecme Si The refusal did not endanger the safety of the country, nor did it 
us in the eyes of the native feudatories. 
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- fhe same, in alluding to the occupation of Kandahar by the British 
oe forces during the ensuing winter, observes that nine 
thousand troops are stationed there for the present, 
but six thousand will, it seems, remain there for a 
| long time. There is no objection to extend the Indian 
frontier to the Khojak Pass; but it is certain that we cannot remain in peace 
by occupying Kandahar. Its retention is also not advantageous, and will only 
be 9 drain on the Indian treasury. Ayub Khan can, whenever he likes, march 
upon that city. If Government wish to retain it, they should proclaim the fact 
accordingly, but should rest assured that its possession will cause a waste of a 
good deal of Indian money. 


The Akhbdre Sowddgar (50) of the 4th October, in alluding to the occupa- 
tion of Kandahar by the British forces during the 
ensuing winter, observes that General Roberts and 
other Military officers, with the exception of Colonel 
St John, are of opinion that there is no necessity whatever for occupying it 
any longer, and their opinion deserves consideration. Perhaps the Government 
of India think that they will not be able to watch the events occurring in 
Afghanistan without staying in the country itself; but if they duly consider the 
occurrences which have taken place at times in Afghanistan, they will scarcely 
arrive at the opinion that this city should be held any longer. The latest 
telegram states that though a new Governor has been appointed at Farah, 
the partizans of Yakub Khan at that place still evince enmity towards Abdul 
Rahman and the British Government. Trade between Cabul and Kandahar 
has not yet been re-opened, which shows that the new Amir has not yet been 
able to establish his power firmly. Since the Government have announced that 
the British forces have evacuated Cabul, because the half civilized and fanatical 
Afghans will not be pacified until the British evacuate the country, there 
does not seem any good reason why a similar course should not be immediately 


followed in regard to Kandahar also. 
The Jéme Jamsed (49) of the 5th October, in alluding to the occupation of 


Recommendsthe immediate 
evacuation of Kandahar. 


Kandahar by the British forces during the ensuing - 


Approves of the temporary winter, observes that the attempt to give that province 
nS ee to a native ruler has failed. : Sher Alli Khan was 
made its ruler, and he raised a new army of his own but it revolted, and it is 
almost certain that if he raised another force it would act similarly, since the 
Afghans hate to serve a ruler nominated by the British Government. If Sher 
Alli is again placed in charge of that city, is sure to become simply a burden 
to the British Government, and hence they have wisely decided to retain the 
province for the present only. While, on the one hand, several Englishmen in 
England and India recommend its permanent occupation on the ground that 
by doing so the British Government will be enabled to watch closely the 
events occurring in Herat, Merv and Central Asia, and that English and 
Indian commerce with these districts will increase; on the other hand, a 
considerable portion of the discerning public oppose the recommendation for 
the reasons that a permanent occupation will increase the public expenditure, 
the Afghans will never submit to a foreign yoke, and the British Government 
will be involved in new complications. But Lord Hartington has alread 
expressed his opinion against a permanent occupation on the ground that it will 
—— Abdul Rahman from extending his authority as far as Herat. 
h Spending these things, the question whether Kandahar will be annexed 
ae : ae revived. Although it has not been yet finally settled, it is extremely 
2 u . whether the authorities will adopt the mistaken policy of annex- 
be .. heghey a ‘They will not, it is hoped, disregard the recent promise 
rr by Lord Hartington that it will not be permanently occupied, and that 
sn is po vane from its annexation. But the events which have already 
eg e . movements made by Russia in the direction of Merv, and the report 

met sonnel as been occupied by an Afghan Chief in the interests of Persia, 

Mere ee necessity of continuing to hold Kandahar for the present ; and 
by ng the following benefits will accrue. Russia denies being actuated 


a wok eons of taking possession of Merv, but her professions cannot be much 


upon, since she has annexed several Mahomedan States of Central 


~ fein. about which she had made similar professions before, and when she was 
yeminded of them, she said that the necessity for their annexation had arisen sub- 
sequent to her professions. At present she says that she has no intention to take 
Merv; but if she hereafter annexes it, it would be difficult for the British 
Government to re-take it. The Russian army near that city has sustained a 
signal defeat at the hands of the Turkomans, and Russia wishes to wash off this 
stigma. To enable her to do so she has amicably settled her differences and 
concluded peace with China. The presence of the British forces at Kandahar 
is therefore necessary to frustrate Russia in her intentions upon Merv, if she 
entertains any. The occupation of Kandahar will show the Russians that the 
English are not off their guard and will render aid to the Tekke Turcomans if 
Merv is threatened, ‘and*will induce them to come to some terms with the British 
in regard to that city and Central Asia generally. Though the British Govern- 
ment do not wish to send any expedition against Herat, they will not allow 
that key of India to pass into the hands of their powerful rival. If Ayub Khan 
or some other Afehan Chief will not hold Herat in the interests either of Persia 
or Rassia, and will not. be inimical to British interests, the latter Government 
will permit him to hold it; but ifhe does otherwise, they will by remaining at 
‘Kandahar be soon able to check him effectually, which they will be unable to 
do if they return to India. Thus the occupation of Kandahar for the present is 
very desirable. 


The Samsher Béhddur (69) of the 1st October observes that it has reason 
| to say thatin regard to the Afghan affairs the Govern- 
Observes that Ayub Khan ment of India have committed a grave blunder; and 
should eae fae yg it is to be regretted that the Home Government should 
yg eam _— have been guilty of it. After lamenting that the 
Afghan war was commenced without sufficiently good 
reasons, and that though it has been carried on for three years, no satisfactory 
conclusion has been arrived at, the Samsher continues that it is inexplicable 
what should have induced Government to put Abdul Kahman, who is merely a 
puppet, upon the Cabul throne, and to decide upon immediate return to India. 
any objections have been raised by the Samsher against Abdul’s being made 
the Amir. It is now rumoured that. he has been murdered by the people of 
Cabul. It matters little whether this rumour is true or false, but this much is 
certain that the party of Yakub Khan and that of his brother Ayub are strong, 
and that though the latter has been defeated by General Roberts, his army was not 
destroyed and dispersed and it is still entire. There is therefore no likelihood 
of peace reigning in Afghanistan, so long as he is alive. He should have been 
severely punished and should have been followed to Herat and brought to India 
a8 a prisoner. Government have done a grave mistake after spending twent 
krores of rupees and losing numerous brave soldiers to have withdrawn the army 
without achieving a satisfactory result. There will be temporary peace and 
no more money will be spent for the present upon the war, but the 
future threatens the Government with much trouble. The Russians will now 


re-commence their chicanery with redoubled force, and give them more cause for 
anxiety. 


The Kashful Akhbdr (77) of the 7th October says that it is stated in the 
en ra _  Mofurrohul Kalub (79) of the 19th September on the 
the Statesman and the Lin 2Uthority of the Statesman and the Indian Mirror that 
Mirror. : the Mahomedansiof India have become discontented 
with the British ever since the late Russo-Turkish war 


and require to be carefully watched, but the Akhbdr is of opinion that that 
statement is not true. 


Native Siates. 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 3rd October writes a long article in praise r} 
Praises the la . . the late Mahdraja Rémsing of Jayapur. The Rajé ha 
of Jayapur. m. Mobi... nomsolf received a decent education and encouraged it 
school. H among his subjects by founding a college and an arts’ 
acon © was very fond of reading newspapers and started the Jayapur 
1 his own territory. He appreciated the talents.of educated natives 
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gad employed many Bengali gentlemen in his State. He devoted special 
; onde to the affairs of State and appointed a Council to assist him in the work 
of the administration. By such measures he tried to make his subjects happy, 
and it is said that they were so during his reign. He adopted British principles 
of administration so far as they were beneficial to his subjects. He loved his 
ple and knew that they reciprocated the feeling. He treated his subordinates 
s kind manner and not only patiently listened to what was said even against 
himself, but also never got angry or did any harm to the speaker. This must be 
considered as his best qualification. Except a duty on goods that passed through 
the city, there was no kind of tax, no municipal rates, and trade was entirel 
free from all restraints. It is said that the other States of Rajputana are imitating 
Jayapur, and there is not the slightest doubt that all the Native States may very 
profitably take a lesson from the model State of Jayapur. (The Nydya Sindhu 
(39) of the 4th, and the Bodha Sudhékar (13) of the 5th October make somewhat 
similar remarks.) 


The same expresses its satisfaction at the wishes 


Expresses satisfaction at 
| Oe tee S successor having been duly carried out by the British 
Government. 


The Khdndesh Vaibhav (41) of the ist October complains of the illegality 


ofthe step taken by Government in conducting the 

Complains of the illegality trial of the Prince of Chhota Udepur. The charge 
of the trial “9 Besa oe a concerns the domestic affairs of the Prince, and if he 
seep ar, ec decided a» i8 to betried at all that trial ought to be conducted 
speedily as possible. by his peers. As thecase isundertaken by Government, 
a great deal of true or false evidence will doubtless be 

forthcoming and the Prince found guilty on that account. It is therefore hoped 
that the case will be decided as speedily as possible. Itis very fortunate that 


an impartial Judge like Mr. Birdwood has been appointed to conduct the trial. 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 3rd October, referring to the same, says: 
“ This news is very startling indeed. A personage 
Refers to the came trial. = of the royal family of Udepur to be tried by Mr. 
Birdwood!! This is a departure from the time-honored principle of trial hy 
peers, Besides there is another point which strikes us equally. The State of 
Chhota Udepur is subject to the Gdekwar of Baroda, and pays a tribute of 
Rs. 10,500 every year to that State. It isa fact, no doubt, that Her Majesty the 
Queen-Empress has assumed for herself the title of the feudal Lord, and that 
the Native Rajas are but vassals, still there appears no reason why the British 
Government should thus directly interfere in the States of Princes who are onl 
sub-vassals. ‘The preliminary inquiries ought to have been gone through b 
the Baroda State. Though the State of Chhota Udepur is but a small State, the 
very fact that inquiries have been begun by Government is sufficient to send a 
thrill of horror into the minds of the Princes of Gujar4t. The trial of Malhérrav 
Gaekwad is still fresh in the minds of us all and his fate leads us to anticipate some 


evil to the State of Udepur. The decision in the case of Malbdrra4v sounds asa — 


warning-note, and we hope the same justice is not doled out to this Chhota Raja.” 


Tke Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 5th October, in alluding to the enquiry 

0} that it woulg Wuich is being made at Godra into the charge of 
have been better had Gover, murder brought against a Prince of the royal family 
ment permitted the Chhota Of Chhota Udepur, and to the report that the accused 
rg A Darbar toenquireinto would have created a disturbance with the aid of his 
coher teen brought armed followers, if the Political Agent had not taken 
th Brie i Tied precautions, observes that it looks almost impossible 
at the Prinee of asmall State should show so much opposition, and hence great 
— must be taken before believing the report. It is quite usual with the 
Pin Princes to go about armed, and it is therefore not surprizing at all that 
: © accused and his followers should have carried weapons; but their armed 
ae does not necessarily prove that they wished to create a disturbance. 
ened Mv hand if he was the victim of his indignation and has really 
ace _ aioe wife for her sufposed infidelity to him, and seeing that he would 


€ a prisoner and that the consequences would be serious, and that 


of the late Mahdrdja of Jayapur with regard to his 
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~ ercording to the political rights of his State the British Government had no a 
-guthority to try him for the alleged crime, there was a probability of his having a 
een wreckless and excited on the occasion. Ifthe allegations about his conduct z : 
éowards his late wife as well as in the presence of the Political Agent be true, 
they ought not to be completely passed over, since in the present civilized days — as 
the Princes and Rajputs must suit their conduct to the times. They must give 
up fanaticism, wilfulness, injustice, and other vices. Notwithstanding this the 
enquiry into the accusation brought against Prince Chandrasing should be made 

carefully and discreetly. The British Government appears to have 
committed a mistake in undertaking it at once. The Udepur Darbér possesses 
authority to make such an inquiry and should have been allowed to do so; and 
+f its result had proved unsatisfactory, the British Government should have a 
made the enquiry itself, in which case it would not have been charged with Bee. 
failing to respect the rights of an independent State. They should, however, Se 
now take the precaution not to let another mistake arise out ofthe one already —- 
made, for if it1s committed it would give rise to new anxieties, adverse criticism, Sa 
and an unpleasant state of things. 


The Jame Jamshed (49) of the 6th October, in alluding to the enquiry 
Observes that the British intothe charge of the murder of his wife brought against 


TTI 


Government have done right Chandrasin » a Prince of Chhota Udepur, observes | “egg 
in instituting an enquiry ie that the Chief of that State holds authority to decide ae 


the charge of murder brought cases of murder and other serious crimes, and therefore 
against & Prince of Chhota ohiects that an enquiry into the crime alleged against 
— his son should be made by the British Government. He : 
says that his son has committed no murder, and that his enemies have conspired a 
to bring the false charge against him ; that he himself therefore will try the case 
if the crime is committed, and that the British Government have no authority 
todoso. Perhaps those Native Princes who hold authority to try persons for 
capital crimes which occur in their respective States might think that there is 
truth in what the Chief has advanced; but if they entertain this opinion they 
are mistaken. If he had impartially enquired into the accusation brought 
against his son, it would have been wrong for the British Government to 
interfere in the matter. But he has not only passed over it, but attempted to 
conceal it, and, consequently, Government have been obliged to make an 
enquiry into it. Nobody—not even a Prince—has a right to commit a murder. 
Neither Her Imperial Majesty the Queen nor any member of the Royal family 
can do so with impunity, and if any of them were to commit such a crime he 
would be tried for it in the same way as an ordinary culprit. The British 
Government is the paramount power in this country, and if it did not use its 
authority in such a serious matter as the accusation brought against Chandrasing, 
its supremacy would be of no avail. It is its duty that it should not onl 
eres the concealment of murder or any other serious crime in a Native State, 
ut should wrest from the State the power of trial if it is guilty of concealment. 
Chandrasing ought to be glad that the learned and impartial Mr. Birdwood is 
enquiring into the accusation, and that he may be declared not guilty of the 
ctime, the suspicion about which will otherwise attach itself to his name for life. 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 3rd October, in alluding to the enquiry into 


the charge of the murder of his wife brought against 

Phe Man Psa ina Prince of Chhota Udepur, observes that it is said — 
into the charge of mreic. that when this enquiry is completed, Government will, a 
brought against a Prince of if necessary, order a trial before a jury composed of a 
Chhota Udepur. Native Chiefs. There is no doubt that the result of ; ae 
oo tae ___ the present investigation will be most satisfactory, = 
as 18 conducted by Mr. Birdwood, who is well known for his great ability ) 
me impartiality. Government have certainly done a very wise thing in 
ecting him for the duty; but it would have been far better had 
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gg nominated a jury of Native Chiefs to sit with him and conduct the | : & ee 
muy here appears no objection to this course, as the decision of such a court - <a 
ead Prove highly satisfactory to all people. The accused denies the charge, i 


observes that it is false and 
got up by his enemies. He is also said to have 
remarked that the Political Agent being prejudiced against: him from the 
“ncement, the witnesses haye been encouraged to make bold assertions. 
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‘jeisdifficult to say just now how iiuch truth there isin the defence. But it hag 
heeti frequently observed that in consequence of a Political Agent entertaining 
a prejudice against a Native Chief ora Prince, the condition of the latter becomes. 
‘nerjous. Colonel Phayre became prejudiced against the unfortunate Malhérrdv, 
and the latter was dethroned and dtported to Madras. There is no great 
similarity bet ween the Baroda case and the Chhota Udepur incident; but the 
statement made by the accused about the Political Agent ought not to be ee 
allowed to pass without enquiry. The case of the Prince is a delicate one, and i 
Government will, it is hoped, treat it with due gravity, independence and .. 
discretion. : 

The A’rydvarta (42) of the 2nd October is sorry that the sanguine expect- 


ations of the natives from the advent of the Liberals to 

- Why should Major Reeves power are doomed to disappointment. The subversion Be 
_ iaeee poms te of the on of Cutch is - event which _ : ee 
: 19 surprised the natives to no small extent, especia ee 
wee hcl cae ee: ar itis brought about under the nanos of tle a 
Liberals. It is wholly inexplicable why the Political Agent should have a 
insisted upon the nomination of an inexperienced youth to a seat in the Regency —— 
Council, a youth who is disliked by the people and who is notoriously hostile _ ae 
to the reigning family. This isa point deserving of serious attention on the a 
of the Government. But why should the natives blanie the Political Agent a 


or themselves? The whole affair is simply owing to the evil stars under whose 
baneful influence this country is labouring. The public should console 
themselves with reflecting that everything that happens is m accordance with 


a , 

the wishes of Providence, and is intended by Him to serve his own purposes. eo } 
The Yajdén Parast (53) of the 3rd October observes that Rav Saheb 
Nandshankar Tulj4shankar, who has been appointed as 
Approves of theappointment the Divan of Cutch, is not a novice in the administration ‘3 
wd heer Saheb erage owrsepe of a Native State, as he formerly served under Major = 
ae ms van © Reeves when the latter was in political charge of Rew4 == 


K4ntha, and has moreover obtained great experience 
as an Assistant Political Agent. It is, therefore, hoped that he will conduct the 
administration of Cutch. satisfactorily in conjunction with Major Reeves. Rav 
Bahadur Manibhdi Jasbh4i, the late Divan, has during his short administration 
of four years and a half introduced various improvements into the Cutch State, 
and it is hoped that the new Divan will follow in the footsteps of his predecessor 
in office. 

A correspondent of the Mahdrashtra Mitra (12) of the 7th October, writing 
a oe. from Kalburga, says that the Nizam’s Government have = 
aiechatie ™6* represented to the Lingdyat inhabitants of that town — 
ae the impropriety of their telegraphing to the British | “2 
authorities against their own Government, whose born subjects they are. They 
are also advised not to be guided: by the merchants of Bombay, but to remember 
that of all the inhabitants of Hyderabad they alone are the true subjects of H. H. 
the Nizam. But the Lingdyats are deaf to all thissweet advice. The people are 
greatly anxious that their grievances should be redressed before the coming 
Mohurrum. The writer also complains of the annoyance which railway 
passengers are put to at the toll-gate near the station. 


7 Municipalities. ee: 
The Nasik Vritta (37) of the 2nd October says that the people of Yeval4 a a 
in the Nadsik Zilla are greatly displeased on account | 


. Says that much discontent gh. BR” . ° . 
is created at Yovala tn ane of the local municipality’s having immensely increased 


Nésik Zilla by the local the house-rate and other taxes. That body has even a 
municipality's having in- gone the length of issuing warrants in thecase of ~ $4 =@ 
several respectable gentlemen for not having received ~ a: 

The fo ie from them the taxes according to the enhanced rates. 
confer” Umindful of the warrants are allowing their property to be 
<— and they seem determined to permit this course every year rather a 
pay the taxes. It is certainly wrong to exact taxes from the people _ 
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against their will. The object of Government in establishing municipalities is 
to make the people happy, and if those bodies do the opposite, what are they to 
do? The Vritta hopes that Mr. Candy, the President of all the Municipalities 
in the Nasik Zilla, will take the case of the people of Yeval4 into consideration 
and remove the feeling of discontent prevailing there. 


The Vasat Samdchdr (23) of the 8rd October states that the Mahdrs of 
Bassein have been for a long time in the habit of 

Says that the Mahirs of poisoning other people’s cattle for the sake of their 
Basse are nog eet of skin, horns, bones and flesh, as well as for the sake 
—— omer -Pesr’® of the fee they get for removing the carcases. The 
Samachar therefore advises the municipality to 

appropriate the proceeds from the sale of such carcases, so that the Mahdrs may 
have no inducements for poisoning cattle. The paper also reports that three 


Mahdrs have been recently caught in the act and placed before the Magistrate. 


| i A correspondent of the Jalgaum Samdchédr (43) of 
_ Advises the vom a oo weg the 3rd October advises the local municipality to 
ps Ss improve the water-supply in the town instead of 
-=ppy me Wwe . | nae : 
| | spending money on the garden as it has been doing. 
~The Dnydn Prakdsh (9) of the 4th October is opposed to the new 
3 municipal impost levied at Poona on the following 
Makes remarks gre ong grounds :—The Managing Committee of the Poona 
— a “ “Municipality suspended the operation of the bye-laws 
| for three years, simply because it would have been 
extremely oppressive to supplement the imperial license-tax by a local one. 
The same considerations ought to lead the Managing Committee to suspend the 
operation of the said bye-laws until at least such time as the license-tax 
remains a part of the imperial fiscal system, otherwise those who are engaged 
in any one of the trades mentioned in Section 59 of the Act, and whose annual 
income is Rs. 500 or upwards would be subjected to a two-fold tax for one and 


the same purpose. As for those whose annual income is below that sum it: 


is simply an unmitigated hardship to levy a tax of Rs. 3 from them. These 
persons have been recently exempted from the operation of the license-tax 
because they are too poor to be taxed. The same consideration: ought to 
prevail with the municipality in theircase, Again, according to the Resolutions 
of the Government of India no article or trade that is exempted from the 
operation of any imperial fiscal measure can be subjected to a local tax or fee. 
The class of persons mentioned above, therefore, cannot be taxed in the way 
proposed, so long as the measure is a revenue measure, pure and simple. 


The Yajdén Parast (53) of the 3rd October observes that hitherto the 
Fellows of the University of Bombay could give their 

ES age we peg om votes for any of the ten wards into which the city is 
graduate willbe allowed to divided for the purposes of municipal election, but, the 
= Leon golly a Government of poner vere wey ae cow they can 
: or. “he ward in yote only for that ward in which the University is 
= (the graduate) may Seaaled Thus the number of voters for the Fort 
ward will considerably increase and the interests of the 
senuine voters and the candidates will suffer. The Fort voters know well whom 
to return as their representatives, as from their daily experience they know who 
are fit to be so ; but the Fellows of the University residing in other wards cannot 
possess the same knowledge, and will, it is feared, give their votes in favour of 
ry ap candidates. Thus the rule recently made by Government on this 


ject is not proper. As suggested by the Bombay Gazetie they should have 


ruled that a University graduate will be allowed to vote for the ward in which 

"is may reside, as he would in that case be able to know the candidate for whom 
© gives his vote. In conclusion, the Parast prays Government to alter the 

present ruling and adopt the above suggestion before the coming elections. 


. The Bombay Saméchar (48)of the 4th October, in alluding to the reply from 
Criticises the reply from His Excellency the Governor in Council to the Munici- 
in Coney the Governor pal Commissioners of Dholka, that the improvements 
ar Bak jo ag aay suggested by the Assistant Collector must be made, 
purn olka. and that the arrangements made by him for that 
“rpose must be carried o 


ut, observes that now-a-days municipal improvements 
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of Dholka needs the improvements suggested by. the Assistant Collector and 


' the native Municipal Commis- 
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cone much multiplied that even he largest cities of India have not been able 
to secure all of them ; and hence it eannot be denied that the small mofussil town 


approved of by Government. But it cannot be said that they ought to be 
secured at all costs. In considering the necessity for certain improvements it 
ought to be first seen that the people, for whom they are to be provided, are 
able to bear the burden of their cost; otherwise the improvements, however 
necessary they may be, ought not to be made. When most of the Municipal 
Commissioners of Dholka have assured the Government that the people are 
unable to bear the cost which would be required to introduce the improvements, 
Government ought to have believed them and acted accordingly, since they are 
better able than the Assistant Collector to pronounce on such a subject as the 
ability of the people. If their opinion in this matter is not adupted by the 
‘Collector or other authorities, they can be of little use. Complaints that the 
Municipal Commissioners’ opinions are not duly appreciated are of frequent 
occurrence, and it is therefore hoped that Government will make some arrange- 
ments to remove the grievance. | 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 3rd October observes that the reply given by 
His Excellency the Governor in Council to the petition 
Disapproves ofthe Govern- of the native Municipal Commissioners of Dholka, 
ment reply to the appeal of confirms the acts of the President and Vice-President 
of the Corporation. Properly speaking, the Presidents 
Se and. Vico: Presidents of Mv anisipal Conporstiona, who 
are almost invariably Government officials, conduct the administration in a 
wilfulmanner, and show no respect for the native Commissioners. The same 
thing has occurred in the above case. The President and the Vice-President | 
alleged that the sanitary condition of the town was bad and required attention, 
and to enable them to do this they wished to impose upon the town a house-tax, 
a privy-tax, and a drain-tax. The Native Commissioners remonstrated that 
there was no need for the improvements proposed, and that the people were 
unable to bear any new taxes. They were joined in this remonstrance by the 
people; but, as usual, they did not succeed before the powerful mofussil officers. 
The native Commissioners appealed to Government, but their appeal has, as 
stated above, miscarried. The town of Dholka contains a population of 17,000 
souls, of whom 5,000 are adults, and only about 400 out of these follow trade or 
other occupations. Its Municipal Corporation has been in existence for the last 
twenty-five years, and has an annual income of about 10,000 rupees, out of 
which about 7,800 are spent and 2,000 are reserved as a saving. The income is 
realized by levying town duties on the necessaries of life, and the Corporation 
must be considered as well managed, since it has as yet incurred no debt. The 
saving is laid out on such works of general utility, as a public garden, a clock- 
tower, a municipal hall, tanks, &c. Aid is also given to a charitable medical 
dispensary and to some vernacular schools. The agricultural population 
receive benefits from the last-named institutions, which ought therefore to be 
a charge upon the Local Fund; and if this is done, there will be a balance of 
about 3,900 rupees, which can be well spent in improving the sanitation of the 
town. It is not, therefore, right to impose the unpopular house-tax and the 
privy-tax, especially when trade and population have decreased. (The 
Hitechhu (47) of the 30th September, but received on the 3rd October, makes 
a few remarks somewhat similar to the above.) 
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The Gujarat Mitra (45) of the 3rd October observes that the Municipal 
Darogas of Surat and their peons are kept in charge of 
triafedemee of the _ particular section of the town for two or three years 
the Surat Municipality and of COUtinuously. There are several reasons why they 
pry te from one ‘section Should be frequently transferred from one section to 

town to another. Spatier, but it would not be right to mention them 
ind eT ee ere, and Municipal Commissioners will, it is hoped, 


gas may be transferred, if not every six months, at 


serve under anoit sat = serving under one of them may be made to 
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ast (53) of the 3rd October is thatthe budget of the 
abe Manicipality of Bom 1881 shows a balance of 
| that Mr. Barrow, aboutsight dacs of rupees, and thatthe Municipal 
the Secretary the “ata Commissioner proposes to increase the salaries of certain 
Council of in Lea lees. officers of the Health, Assessment, and Accounts 
ees Departments, and to reduce municipal taxation by one 
ner cent. ‘This unusually satisfactory condition of the finances will not, it is 
r , induce the Town Council to adopt the recommendations for the increase 
in the salaries without duly considering the question as to who deserve it. 
But in the meantime the injustice done to Mr. Barrow, the Secretary to the 
Council, ought not to be passed over. His work has considerably increased, and 
he does it even in his leisure-hours at home. The suggestion to increase his 
salary to Rs. 1,200 should therefore have been adopted. Bui it is to be re 

that the proposal should have been set aside for the present. The Council has 
increased. the pay of Mr. Soraébji Nowroji pe the Controller of the Municipal 
Accounts, who deserves it for his long and able services, and should not have 
been unwilling to do the same in the case of Mr. Barrow, who does not less 
deserve to get an increase in his pay. | 


The Dunidddd (75) of the 28th September, but received on the 4th October, 
| - ..... Observes that though the Municipal Corporation has 
Ri caheser ty. 57 rg existed in the town of Nadidd fora long time past, 


1 


attended to. There are no municipal latrines in the larger lanes, an 

consequently, the people commit nuisance in vacant pieces of ground in their 
neighbourhood. They cannot be expected to go to the municipal privies out- 
side the town at all hours of the day, and certainly it is dangerous for women 
to go there at night. Hence it behoves the Corporation to provide latrines for 
every large lane. Again, the Corporation has not built urinaries, and the people 
in accordance with their usual practice use the sides of the roads for that 
purpose. But the police sometimes apprehend them and the Magistrate fines 


them. This is certainly unjust, and to remove this injustice the Corporation 
ought to provide urinaries without any delay. 


Railways. 


A correspondent of the Shivaji (17) of the 1st October reports that on the 


a 24th of September as the passengers could not be 
of Site. : Naina, Pome accommodated in a third class compartment of the 
Inspector, ° mail train which starts from Poona at night for Madras, 
: ; Rahiman Saheb, the Railway Police Inspector, entered 
it and instead of saying a word to his own men who were lying at ease on the 
seats in one part of the compartment turned to the other and asked a passenger 


why he was sitting like a thief, and on his remonstrating with him beat him. 


ee was also compelled to get out and was told that if hé wished to 


¢ any complaint he should do so before the Mamlatddr of Decksal. In the 
meantime the Station Master came up and made him again sit in that compart- 
ment. It is greatly to be regretted that responsible officers like the one 


mentioned above should do no better than exercise their authority over 
unoffending and innocent persons. 


Miscellaneous. 


The Shivdji (17) of the Ist October is sorry to see that while every 


Exhorts the educated ©ncouragement is given by Government to liberal 


Fwwes to found scholarships education among the natives, nothing is done to 
P liepregin youths to enable 


niente ae art the people themselves, who ought to exert themselves 
linia ' In that direction. It is true there are good artists 
mechanics among them, but the great defect with these is that they make 


pt articles which cannot compete with the cheap English ware, nor can they 
xpected to do better in the absence of modern machinery. Much may be 
one therefore by sendin 


to fore; . sending half a dozen clever and educated youths every year 
180 countries like America, where manufactures are in a flourishing state, 


the conveniences of the rate-payers are not pa § 


encourage the arts. That duty therefore devolves on — 


So 


ard _ “i 
= ae a 


+ Ro 


_~. 


oe ¢ purpose of learning industrial art. There aré men willing to undertake 
re poet if the necessary funds are provided. The Shivdji thereforeexhortsthe _ 

educated classes to devote their’ serious attention to this subject and to raise 

fands for that purpose. 


A correspondent of the same makes the same suggestions, and adds that 
: the Japanese used to send their youths to America 
Makes the same remarks for the same purpose, and thereby were enabled 
to introduce the manufactures of that country into 
their own. The writer therefore recommends that the money that is bei 
collected in connection with the Joshi Memorial Fund should be devoted to 
the establishment of scholarships for that purpose. | 


The Khandesh Vaibhav (41) of the 1st October reports that more rain is 
oe _ _ needed in that district. If heavy rain should fall all 
States wake Rhinheih over the district in the next three or four days it will 


a be of great use to the lately sown bajri and shalu and 
) will encourage rabi sowing. , 


The Ndsik Vritta (37) of the 2nd October reports that much rain is yet - 


“ ne needed in that district to enable the ryots to sow 
Reports } game in 


-rgyete the rabi hereafter, and that otherwise it will go very 
case of the Nésik Districh = = 14 with them. ) 


_ Fears that unless there is The Gangé Lahari (88) of the 1st October says 
more rain Pye aaa fe that unless the Elephanta rain, there will be a 


Nisik. deficiency of water-supply at Nasik. 


The same reports that there were two important cases of robbery in the 
: Nasik District during the fortnight. Besides these 
two important 


Reports one man actually forcibly took away the nose-ring of 
ya —_ «women during broad pa -light. 


A correspondent of the Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 5th October complains 
eo ge of the damage done to the crops at Anjarlen by the 


ne opening of late heavy rains, and advises the opening of relief works 
Nk ee Anion in that tdluka. 


A correspondent of the Dnyén Bodhak (33) of the 4th October reports 


1 that it has been accidentally discovered that the 
BR ast a ee vif the remains of the late Abdul Kareem Khan, Nawdb of 
late Nawib of Sivinar. Sdvdnur, who died about seven months ago, are not 


decomposed, and that the corpse is as fresh as when it 


was buried. The Mahomedans believe that a man whose corpse remains in 
this way obtains salvation. eee 


D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
13th October 1880, 


* 


BOMEAY : PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS. 


* . sie 
. K5 7 eo r . al 
a + # 
wee ” - > ~ - 
‘iw, “e - a “ 
W tet eS 
be pe ee eae a P 
Sf < . - 
™ bess @ ‘ 
: ia Fa 
. 
. 
+4 ty — . 
= 7 “ > 
eS . 
: oe 
‘ * — 
> 
, a 
- 


o 

* 

< , 

—. : A 
2 

2 . ’ . 
“ = ra . 
Zz " 


#1 | The Indian Spectator ..........:..........| Bombay .........:..| Weekly’... 300 | ee 4 
| 1282 55 — APOC TIPE Soccncenccccudabdsscbececss POOMA.......-ne0eeee Do. ae 300 | : 


. ee : - 


wis 
' = — * @ . ’ * 


> 7 


a 


NATIVE PAPERS  — 

For the Week ending 16th October 1880. _—sv 7 = 

| ; LIST OF NEWSPAPERS pe aE 

| oe LS uae diy 2 Number | = fos 

No. ae Bes ib Newspapers. Place of publication. | Edition. of Hes wg : ; ee 

2 ; er '= 
es Enctusn. s ee | x 2 

f 

| 

i 


$_| The Prabhiar «.0...:.:.cc:cessyeeessseess+o] Bombay s:.....-+---] Daily | - 850 eis 7 
4 | 5 Indu Prabal’ ..--.cccccecsescvenseoe] “DOE “iiseotecose: Weekly .:.| 1,200 
*5 | , Native “Eee aaa Ne: "Sees ae Hp 


Cos eh 
ee Re 


Be 2 I BOMTIRD, coc ccsnsecccrevecse] | LMG ccvecncccensl | 2M :..) 1,600 
TN ieee ccc caconsresepisceccl AMOS’ cesccscceses]. i 325 
8 

9 


oS 
o 
rN Ge a 


a Dina Bandhu. nvcronecnereenn i ee . Do. +e 300i 


: bay - i eed a 
gato ae ee en | | 


> BOURNE PAMRARN io .. 5. vecponepecsene Poona «....252.24++0- -| Bi-weekly’. 700 Ee 

BS a IIR sc ccccccquusptncssecsts] GMOs cow scncocccnenel WERORIN: | 1,000 ; 
ae Mend i Aa 1,390 

*12 | , Maharashtra Mitra ..................) Satara...............| Do. ae "250 ees. 
nn el sl A tckeemeacecee. Ee ka) Shs 275 


roe ee 
_ 


" *, . : < ~ | 4 
; r . A ‘ * 


"14 |The Satya Mitra ......................:....| Bombay «....s0.-...| Tri-weekly... 200 = 

16 |... Satya'Prokfeh .2...-...006....s0000). Dou... nice... f Pertmightly, |: | $00: pee 

16 2 Vividha Spo yhn, .VistGe:: oo. 2). ..600-].. DO... ... ccconcoce... MGntRy «|. ERO | . 

P 2 Se MN a sods eceedencsersccpocnyec] EGON scacccavcouneecl We OUEET 200 | = 
*18 a I I ccs pecbeceske] DOG. sc 0dkedditile 2a | = 

19 » Nibandha MAl&...,.....2.-.....-..+0+- 9) ERP rea reicten rae Monthly 700 ; 7 a 
PUB og © Apumddayn. oo. .0scvcce cll. tanseee}, ThEMS.....000..654 Weekday sci] 0810 ee 


ia Gee IE 5 LG. atevieneesencd uae wes 3793 : y 
2 fae 4 are oo | Do 340 ‘ 


23 | ,, Vasai Samachar. .......0.......cc..c.| Basse... ........., Do. i. ae a 
eh: i RM RE: — os. scesiieccecack evs — soe typseroerh. ann : = 
25 » Satdharma Dipa ...............0+-: connnncancne) MOAMLY.:-imes .. 
5% |.  “SseR RRC se | Shelgpar” wecsesven] Weekly ©...) © 180 an a Fen 
27 NE We © anos. ccccakdabecec:: Pandharpur . Pees | a 
6 eS eee hee eS ee aq 
| 29 | » Shublia Suchak........................| Sdt&ra....ise..cl.cf Deo!” ; | 4 
30 Sell coke | oie Kolhapur ooceees.. Do. eve ‘125 - | ee 
32 1, D wéd Vritta sdencnengnbbahereoanhr. <acswarelcaMaas ‘x: mekca LA? ~ 
Se ob. AORN scenes sees bicciitebeSRS: SRIRESEL | 1 taka Mo acl 175 : a 
34 32 Vengurla Vritta oor ccceeeesecscewence Vengurla od pcecaen, Do. eee 210 : aa 
- » Jagan Mitra ..........ccccccseseeeeesee] RAtMAQITE ....0000. ack - 39S 1 ee 
$37 
38 
39 
I 


Bae 2 Ife UTralT 


=e 


Do. 
» Satya Shodhak b6b- onees ncedbaseaneeee Do. ehccwesen Do. gee 150 
»? Nasik Vritta SPSSC SST eer eeseeeseseesaes Nasik eseessect ecesée Do. 


» Ganga Lahari................. sccaabeeasl Ok Do. 


| » Nyaya Sindhu ....................6.| Ahmednagar ,.....!_ Do. +: cs 
mF 16—10 [con 566] 7 ‘ = an 


- 
— - . 


by as Oy Oa y , 
ATs Sag Gas eres ae TRS AK Prion eee 
4 boys Raat Nt apts, Bis ORE eee LS ak here a ae: li TE ees Bee 
aE Ee AOE ALTE ns OE en See ORE Mc 
By Te eae, 


BR=S 


seed 


geeeseessagasssse 


SSGSE 


78 


79 


ANnGLo-GUJARA'TL. 


The Bombay Chronicle....... Cdn hina 
59 SAUBATEE BEIUEO once cc cecqeccccccccess 
so arya PrakSah  ..cseceiecccccesqecqeees 
i TROL occ ceecces peuaseunenss jebicea 


GUJARA'TI. 


; Broach Vartam&n _.................- 
»» Broach Samachér............ 


CANARESE. 
FO CRAG occ oss ys00gscieceocqeeees- 
: : Urpo, | 
The Kushful Akhb&r .............cccceees 
Urpu ann Hunop1. 


seeeeeteose seeeesesegqees 
: z . 


The Mofurrohul Kalub ceil et aan, 


2 


Ree 


eeeseveseess 
geegeees 
Ceeeeeeeeses 


eeexuegee 8@@ae o 
7 s >. 


Dharwad .......<- 
Bombay ......s0«--- 
Do. 


Kurrachee .......-- 


| 


Do. 


Do. 


eee 


ae 

“ies 

4 m Bi 

eee é 
a. 
. 
“ets 

ae N 
& Qo. ames of Newspapers. 
a issued. 
es | 
ae 5 
oe a 7 
ta e | 

ae 

M ARA THI—continued. 


—— 


® Notes.—The various notjces have been collected under different heads, which are printed 
The names of Newspapers are printed in italics, and the number of the Newspaper 
beginning of the report is printed in brackets after the name. 
The proprietors of the Newspapers marked ® have not given information as to 
issued. In these cases, an estimate has been made by.the Reporter. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Subodha Patrikd (6) of the 10th October, alluding to the proposal made 
by the ‘Boley ‘Biel ; Latham at recent meeting 
: of the Bombay islative Council, requiring the © 
Se tagulaive Oounell. Executive Government to lay upon the table of the 

’ Council all the rules that may be made by them under 
and by virtue of the powers conferred on them by the Game Preservation Bill, 
says that the Honourable Member is particularly entitled to the thanks of the 
community for having stemmed the tide so strong at present dg seggermv 
government. Even if he has not succeeded in getting all he asked for, what 
he has obtained is a very valuable gain, and it will mark his Advocate General- 
ship in future years. The Patrikdé disapproves of the position taken by the 
Honourable Mr. Ashburner and the Honourable Mr. Ravenscroft, and denies the 
existence of any such “‘ prerogative” as is claimed for His Excellency. 


The Prabhdkar (8) of the 15th and the 16th October disapproves of 
Mr. Nand Moroji’s sudden removal from office for a 
venial offence, especially when his long and faithful 
service, and the short period which remained for his 
voluntary resignation of it, are taken into consideration. 


The Akhbdre Sowddgar (50) of the 15th October, in alluding to the 
| ' Government Resolution of the 11th instant, asking 
Observes that Mr. Nané Mr. Nand Moroji to resign service and take his pension, 
Moroji’s long and meritorious observes that Government haye- done well in noticing 
services should have induced ‘the injustice done to innocent Lilbdi ; but they have 
Government not to ask him - 3 ; : 
to resign service at once and 0t, it seems, paid due attention to his long and 
take his pension. meritorious services during the gop and have shown 
impatience in taking the step of calling upon him to 
resion the service. He would have taken pension in March next, and it was not 
proper to reward his long services in this manner. The conduct adopted 
towards him will dissatisfy the natives, particularly those who are in Govern- 
ment service. His Excellency the Governor in Council should not have meted 
out such harsh treatment for an error of judgment when a mild reproof would have 
‘served as well. Mr. Nand’s great abilities, activity, impartiality, and power 
_ to understand from a mere look at the accused whether he was guilty of the 
accusation brought against him, were so great that the late Chief Justice Sir 
Joseph Arnould and the present Chief Justice Sir Michael Westropp almost 
invariably confirmed his decisions, and did not fail to praise him for his high 
Mental qualities whenever they found an opportunity to do so. He paid such 
close attention to his duties that he kept himself aloof from taking a part in 
public affairs. It isto be regretted that all these good features of his long and 
meritorious career as a Magistrate should have been thought by Government to 
insufficient to outweigh-a small mistake on his part, 


The Indian Speetator (1) of the 10th October says: ‘* The circumstances 
attending the murder of the Bhil woman at Khandesh 
by two police detectives are a sad commentary on the 
organisation of the department. In every part of 
India, we believe, is this detective service known to be 
an instrument of torture. The very nature of his duty makes the detective — 
obnoxious. But there can be no doubt that in many cases he exceeds his 

discretionary powers, and resorts to most inhuman means to obtain conviction. 
In fact, as the success of his career depends upon how many crimes he detects, 
the policeman, especially the mofussil policeman, does not scruple to create 
& crime for the unhappy wretch he suspects, when he cannot find one. 
Public crimes have certainly to be detected; but it is time the method 
of detection were altogether changed when it leads to murders. We are 
Constrained to agree with our contemporaries who suspect that hundreds of 
‘nbocent men and women are disabled for life, and often murdered, when 
confession is withheld under prolonged and infamous tortures.” 


| Approves of the Honourable 


Refers to Mr. Nana Moroji’s 
ease. 


PR saz to the use of torture 
F purpose of extortijng 
Confession. 
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The Bombay Samdchar (48) of the 12th October observes that the 

a of posting punitive police upon a village on the mere 

Observes that it is not just supposition of the villagers having assisted robbers is 
to punish villagers for failing not good, inasmuch as it is wrong to punish a whole 
to assist the powee in apPre- village for the off itted b f its 
hending robbers. age for the oifence comm y some of 1 
residents. .The offenders ought to be detected and 
punished, but the innocent ought never to be made to suffer in common with 
the guilty. More injustice than the above seems to have been recently 
committed. It is said that as the people of a certain village in this Presidency 
failed to assist the police in apprehending certain robbers, a policeman has 
been stationed in it at their cost. Thisis quite a new offence. Villagers are 
not bound to deteet and apprehend thieves, nor are they able to do so. The 
robbers of the jungle go about armed, and it is not just to compel the 
unarmed villagers to confront them. The public is not aware of any law which 
authorises the punishment of villagers for failing to assist the police im 
apprehending robbers. It behoves Government therefore to take due notice of 
the above case, and to prevent similar injustice from being done in futare. 


The Gujardti (65) of the 10th nay A yao P to the gee ora . 
. . , transportation for life inflicted on two policemen o 

. a Wig — og seg Kh4ndesh for torturing a female salami who sub- 
a sequently died from its effects, observes thut theeulprits 
have received the punishment they deserved. The Criminal Procedure Code 
js, however, an incomplete law, and ever reminds one of its framer the 
Honourable Mr. Stephen. Every pleader and barrister pities his client when 
engaged in a criminal case. The Code is so defective that an innocent person 
is often: convicted and a guilty person escapes punishment: It seems as if it has 
been made so to enable the police to practise oppression, and that Government 
have given them permission to act in this manner. 


The Nydya Prakash (67) of the 4th October, but received on the 11th, 

considers that the suggestion made in connection with 

ee ee = the Game Preservation Bill by the Honourable Mr. 

ay ier the Gene Latham that the rules framed by His Excellency the 

ae Bill a, be ry a under this law pong A be a eg = 

orced, if approved of bya hand for the approval of the islative Council, is 

puny ‘the ‘Agee just and amet The arguments cavenalil in support 

of this view are a brief summary of those put forth 

by the Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 28th September, and noticed more fully 
in the summary for the week ending the 2nd instant. | 


The same, in noticing the enquiry going on at 


hos agar that ~ triel by Godhra into the Chhota Udepur murder case, observes 
ritish officers for crimes $ . : aay ° ° 
guiniitied” in independent that since the State is an independent prineipality, it 


Native States infringes upon Yemains to be seen whether the British Government 

the treaties made with those take its criminal jurisdiction into their own hands. 

States. But such interference with independent Native States 
infringes upon the treaties made with their Chiefs, 


The Samsher Béhddur (69) of the 8th October observes that at first it 
Dien “pe oa a expressed a favourable opinion about the Game 
Presirvasion Bill Preservation Bill, but its subsequent writings under 
| | : the head of ‘‘The humble but just prayer of the 
apecrupeds and the birds” would show that it has changed its views, because 


the proposed law would, if enacted, be only nominal. The measure would give 


facilities to Europeans to find game, while the natives alone would be prohibited. 
from hunting. It is true that the law would speak ‘of punishing the 
Europeans and natives who would kill game illegally; but the former are 
powerful in the mofussil, and none would think of prohibiting them. If the 
Collector or the District J udge should go out to kill game, who would prevent 
them ? The natives will respect the law, while the Europeans will not do so 
and will be benefited by finding plenty of game. If a farmer killed the animals 
and birds which injured his field, he would come into trouble. For these and 


ek ra the Honourable Mr. Murdarji Gokaldds has very properly opposed 


8 
The Subodha Patrikd (6) of the 10th October, referring to the several cases 


that have recently come to light of over-assessment in 
connection with the license-tax in the Vengurla Dis- 
| trict, complains of the oppression practised by the 
executive officers, and hopes that Government will adopt measures to prevent 
them from transgressing the limits of the law. 


The Arunodaya (20) of the 10th October reviews a petition lately forwarded 
| to Government by the Poona Saérvajanik Sabha on the 
oppressive character of the forest rules. The Forest 
Department has been evidently created more for the sake of income than for the 
conservancy and extension of forests. Moreover, on a comparison between the 
income and the expenditure on that Department, it is found that about half of the 
former is taken up by the latter. This is certainly but a poor return consider- 
ing the old and hereditary rights of which the ryots have been deprived for its 
sake and the amount of inconvenience and annoyance which they are put to. 
The Sabhé has put forward in a clear manner all these points before the 
Government, and it is to be hoped that they will receive due consideration. 


The Broach Samachar (74) of the 7th October, in alluding to the notice 
served upon the Collector of Ahmedabad by Hatesang 

States that several in- Gopdldas to returm the over-assessment imposed on 
stances of over as well 98 him under the License-tax Act, observes that the 


sa er ad at improper conduct of the Assessors is more disliked than 


Makes remarks in connec- 
tion with the license-tax. 


Refers to the forest rules. 


Broach. the tax itself. The people of Broach tremble to hear 
| the name of this unpopular levy, and there are numer- 
_ ous instances of over-assessment. There are also instances of under-assessment 


in the case of rich persons, who have escaped their proper -burden by flattering 
or exercising influence upon the officials. 


The Hitechhu (47) of the 7th October, in alluding to the notice served 
upon the Collector of Ahmedabad and the Mamlatdar 
_ Wishes the abolition of the of Sa4nand by Hatesing Gopal of Visdlpur to return 
apa gs cog the over-assessment imposed on him under the license- 
an tax, observes that, the tax, the Act for levying it, the 
rules framed under that Act, and the persons who 
enforce it, all these are oppressive. The Government of India assigned a false 
reason for the imposition of this tax, and the assessing officers also adhere to a 
falsehood in enforcing certain provisions of the Act. It was asserted that the 
tax was to be levied for creating the famine relief fund, and yet its proceeds 
were subsequently spent upon the Afghan war; and though it is affirmed that the 
tax-payers are to be assessed in proportion to their incomes, it seems that more 
attention is paid to realizing a certain sum from certain districts than to the 
assessment of incomes. It is said that the Government of India have instructed 
the subordinate Governments to produce certain sums from their respective 
' Jurisdictions, and the latter have issued similar instructions to the Collectors, 
who have in their turn sent similar orders to the M4mlatd4rs under them. All 
these matters would come to light if the State papers are produced in a civil 
suit fo recover over-assessments; but a section of the Indian Evidence Act leaves 
it to the choice of a Government officer to produce or not the papers concerning 
his department. This section appears to have been framed to enable Govern- 
ment to prevent its mismanagement from coming to light. It behoves 
Mr. Gladstone to redeem his promise of abolishing this tax; or, if that cannot 
done, to stop the oppressions practised under it. 


The Svadesh Vatsal (60) and the A’rya Dharma Prakdsh (61) for the 
month of Ashwin of the Sanvat year 1936 disapprove 
of the order issued by the Educational Inspector, 
Northern Division, to admit the children of Bhangis 
and Dheds into Government schools. The reasons 


| advanced in support of the sae 220 are similar to 


those put forth by the 
Previous sum it. Py other papers, and noticed at some 


The Hitechhy (47) of the 14th October observes that the order issued by the 
Observes that the order ip ~Aucational Inspector, Northern Division, to admit 


— the children of Dheds the children of Dheds and Bhangis into Government 
Bhaugis into Govern- schools seems to have produced a bad effect in the 


ength in some of the 
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gent schools is said tohave Kaira District. It is said that the thriving schools 

led to the sma aera of Dabhdén, Karamsad, Bhdlaj, Alindar4, Pdélej and 
— Sdémarkhé have been totally deserted by the students. 
| , Two Dhed girls were one day admitted into the 
girls’ school at Nadidd, but it being feared that the very next day the school 
would be deserted, the new students bits been excused attendance until fresh 
orders are obtained from the Educational Inspector. If the experiment is 
repeated the school is sure to be deserted. It is certainly ‘a great oppression 
to apply the order to schools maintained from the local and the school-fee funds, 
and prevent the general body of the people from receiving education in them. 
There are some Dheds among the converts to Christianity in the native 
Christian settlements at Nadiid, Dabhaén, A'nand, Borsad, &c., and it is believed 
that their pastors have incited them to send their children to Government 
schools, insisting upon their admission on the ground that being converts they 
are no longer Dheds. This argument may be met by the remark that though 
Dheds have become Mahomedans or entered the different sects of Hinduism, 
they are not allowed by the higher classes of Hindus to associate with them. 
It may perhaps be believed that the order is issued in justice to all classes of 
the people. But it has the appearance of dissuading the Hindus from benefiting 
themselves from education. In conclusion the Hitechhu humbly prays Govern- 
ment to withdraw the order. | 


The same states that the school-master of Kuti4n4 

Observes that the school at 12 the Jundgad State has been sick for the last three 

Kutiané in the Junagad State or four months, and the school seems to have been 

seems to have beenclosed. = closed. The writer requests the Educational autho- 
rities to enquire into this matter. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 11th October observes 


that it seems that proper care is not taken in 


Recommends that the prac- conducting the annual examinations held at the 
tice of holding the Matricula- 


calor pepaaetery mbaY - because several students of Bo mbay present themselves 
at the mofussil examinations, and they must have some 
object in doing so, and because a greater number of the mofussil students 
at these examinations than was the case when the examinations were 
eld in Bombay alone. What can be the cause of the latter circumstance ? 
The authorities concerned ought to find it out. The system of holding examina- 
tions at the mofussil centres has been introduced, because the mofussil students 
had to go to Bombay for the examination and stay there for some time. This 
inconvenience is-not totally removed, because the students of other places than 
where the examination is held, have to leave their homes and go to the towns 
where it is held. Again, the inconvenience of staying long in Bombay may be 
removed if the written papers are examined with due speed. On the whole, 
it seems preferable that the practice of holding the Matriculation Examination 
at Bombay alone should be revived. 


Another correspondent of the same, after alluding to the order issued by 

“a ee Sir Richard Temple’s Government to provide for and 
ae Council +> ro. Promote University graduates in the subordinate 
move the complaint, if true, Service of the Revenue Department after they pass 


that the University graduates certain periodical examinations, observes that theorder 
requires that the new employés should be taught the - 


re in the Revenue 


partment are not properly : P : 
taught the routine work of TOutine work by the other karkuns in the same office. 


But several graduates complain that the kérkuns do not 

7 teachthemthe work. Again, it is said that the graduates 

are not freely employed, that the vacancies in the office are frequently given 
to the friends or relations of the Head Karkun, and that some of the European 
meets, who are guided by their subordinates, plainly say that the order above 
) ee to has ceased to be in force from the day Sir Richard resigned the 
sesponship. If this complaint be true, and there is no reason for believing 
are be otherwise, it behoves Sir James Fergusson to remove it by strictly 
a: eee his predecessor’s order. It also behoves the graduates to submit a 


embodying their complaints to His Excellency in Council. 


mofussil centres of the candidates for Matriculation,. 
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ithe Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 12th October expressés similar sentiments, « 
ynd observes that the above sp plaints have arisen from certain defects in the 
order itself. The graduates are offered low-paid situations, and their promotion 


_ % the higher posts is made very slow. The proper course seems to be that the 


higher grades of the service should be exclusively reserved for them, while the 
lower. grades should be kept open to those who enter the service without a 


college education. (The Guwjardti (65) of the 10th October expresses somewhat 
similar sentiments.) 


The Satya Shodhak (36) of the 11th October protests against the recent 

| order of the Educational Inspector, Northern Division, 

D ogee 4 gg ter with regard to the admission of low-caste children into 
er : ~~  Governniént schools as being against the Royal 
Inspector, Northern Division. roclamation, in which it is distinctly said that no 
Government officer shall interfere with the religious customs and habits of the 


people. 7 


The Khandesh Vaibhav (41) of the 8th October is glad to hear that the 
inspection of primary schools in the - Bombay 


Is glad that the primary Presidency has been handed over to the Revenue 
schools have been handed 


Re Giocrs Oluicers, and is of opinion that this arrangement will 
db ta recent be productive of great good in furthering the cause of 
primary education. 


The Dnydn Prakash (9) of the 14th October has an English article on the 
: , _ interference of Government in the affairs of Native 
Makes remarks on the m- 


! Paes Ch cldieeaed States in which the writer expresses his opinion that 
a “affairs of Native States. ‘© Magnanimity, generosity and justice are terms which 
are conspicuous by their absence in the diplomatic and 


~ 


political vocabulary of the paramount power in India. If the dealings of the 


Indian Government with the different Native States were closely examined, they 
would afford an interesting and instructive pabulum to the student of history. 
We for our part feel convinced that those dealings would not bear the light of 
publicity, as they would serve to effectually show that notwithstanding its repeat- 
ed professions to the contrary, the Indian Government has been anything ‘but 
magnanimous, generous and just in its dealings with the various Native States 
in subsidiary alliance therewith.” The non-cession of the Berars to the 
Hydrabad Government is considered as an act of injustice, the appointment of a 
co-regent at Hydrabad as owing to the paramount power having become jealous’ 
of the good government of that State by Sir Salar Jang, and the subversion of 
the Government of Cutch as resulting from the opposition offered by Mr. 
Manibhdi to the conditions and terms offered by the Indian Government as regards 
the manufacture and sale of salt. The Prakdsh concludes with a wish that a 


court of appeal will be established in India for redressing the grievances of 
Native Princes and Chiefs. 


The Indu Prakash (4) of the 11th October says that although Government 


have several times notified in the Government Gazette 
ee ad bas? omen that rupees of 1835 and 1840 will not be received at 
old coin is not received at the '2@ Public treasuries, the common people seem to he 
public treasuries, yet quite ignorant of that fact, and suffer heavy 
pecuniary losses. When old coin of those years is 

taken to the - it is now-a-days cut into pieces and returned to the 
owner. In the case of large sums the loss thus inflicted is not inconsiderable. 
Government suppose that when a fact is notified in the Gazette they have done 
their duty, and that nothing further need be done. But this is a great mistake. 
Very few persons read the Gazette, and the native newspapers cannot always 
‘pare space for the publication of such notifications, besides which even if they 
Were to do so they cannot afford to repeat them more than once so as to 
attract the attention of their readers. The Prakdsh advises the Government to 
pre important resolutions in the vernacular newspapers, or to adopt some 
i -*f measure by which the public will be saved from unnecessary loss such as 
meurred by them in the case of old coin. 


wate 


fs 


The Khdndesh Vaibhav (41) of the 8th October supports the petition lately 

ae . forwarded to Government by the subordinate officers 

en made of the Revenue Department at Shol4pur, praying for 

a of Sholapur. = @ modification of the rules by which the higher posts 
in that Department are reserved for graduates. 


A correspondent of the Kalpataru (26) of the 10th October protests against 

| the petition above referred to, and maintains that as 

Ch go uongenag graduates must be considered as men of superior 

mental culture, it is just that they should have prior claims to employment 
and promotion than the non-graduates. 


The Shivdjz (17) of the 8th October disapproves of the Game Preservation 
Disapproves of the Game Jill for reasons similar to those advanced by the 
Preservation Bill. other papers, and noticed in previous summaries. 


The Jagan Mitra (35) of the 11th October notices at great length the late 
- Notices the well-known case of-torture by the police of Khandesh, by which 
case of torture by the police a poor Bhil woman lost her life, and warns the police 
in the Khandesh Zilla. against practising similar oppression in future. 


The Nydya Sindhu (39) of the 11th October, referring to the state of the 

| ryots, complains of the Deccan Aygriculturists Relief 

a the- poverty of Act and the Forest Act as contributing to it to no 

= | small extent. The sentiments are similar to those of 

most of the other papers noticed in previous summaries. The Sindhu earnestly 

appeals to the Government to seriously devote their attention to the amelioration 

of the condition of the ryots by themselves assuming the position of money- 

lenders in the place of the sowkdrs, and encouraging the ryots to keep a large 
number of cattle as before by allowing them the free use of the public forests. 


The Vengurla Vritia (34) of the 7th October, referring to the poverty of the 
ryots, says that it is owing to the manner in which the 
land assessments are exacted. The first instalment 
has to be paid in December when the crops are not 
ripe and the ryots have no cash in their possession. They are thereby placed 
under the necessity of resorting to the money-lender, whose assistance the 
can only secure on a promise of giving in return the greater part of the 
produce of their fields. It is in this way that they are always at the mercy 
of the money-lenders and never out of debt. The Vritta advises the Govern- 
ment to try to improve the condition of the ryots and to take the assessment in 
kind instead of in cash. : 


The Mahdrashtra Mitra (12) of the 14th October says that as His Excellency 

i oe Sir James Fergusson is about to visit Sdtdra, the 
em cemency people should not lose this opportunity of requestin 

wp agg ——— o fi,’ Mcoslleney not to our ten local High School 2 
; has been recently rumoured, and to consider favourabl 

the Collector’s report with regard to the new water-works, for which the 

municipality has already levied a special tax from the people, but which require 

additional funds from the Government to meet the expenses. 


Makes remarks on_ the 
condition of the ryots. 


The same, referring to the recent rules by which the inspection of primary 
~~ schools is handed over to the Revenue officers, says 
rs to the recent rules that a modification of the course of studies at present 

by which the inspection of sy: s . 
primary schools is trans. Prevailing in those schools is urgently needed, by 
ferred to the Revenue officers, Which the children of the ryots would be excused the 
ay study of the higher branches and other subjects more 

useful for practical purposes substituted in their place. 


The Bodha Sudhakar (13) of the 13th October, referring to the recent 
fC TS Resolution of the Government of India, by which the 
lution of the pie nertnce ryots in the neighbourhood of jungles are allowed the 

ia in connection with the Use of arms, hopes that Government will see that the: 
Act. mofussil authorities allow the ryots to take advan 

of that important concession, otherwise it will remain 
on paper only. 
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~The Hitechhu (28) of the 10th October contains a copy of a petition to ee 
ins a copy ofa peti: the Collector of Kalddgi by the Mahomedans of that a 
gion by the Mahomedans of district, praying fora restitution of certain rights to : A 
— Kelédgi. | their K4jis which they formerly enjoyed. = 
The Bombay Chronicle (44) of the 10th October highly praises General a 
2 ? Roberts for having achieved great deeds in the Afghan : eee 
Exhorts the people of war, maintaining British prestige among the Afghans, a 
Bombay to do public honour ond bringing the . hostilities to acluse. For these ee. 
to General ctiothairet, valuable services he d the gratitude of his #~ ie 
approaching visit to their city. able services he deserves the gratitude of his 3 : 
| | ‘ country as well as of India. Government will shortly = . 
duly reward him for his great services, and his countrymen at Home and in = 
this country will pay him great honour; and the natives of India should do the ? a 
same. The people of Bombay ought.to be foremost in this good work, and to ~_ |= 
y the victorious General, at his approaching visit to their city on his way to >. Ee 
ngland, some sort of great public honour which he has so well earned. (The — = 
Yadin Parast (53) of the same date expresses similar sentiments.) ; 
A correspondent of the Jame Jamsed (49) of the 13th October, under his  —= 
proper name of Shépurji Bhimjibhdéi Térdpurwald, — Ff. 
Prays Government to take observes that a cattle-disease has been prevailing since — oa 
steps for checking the cattle- May last in the Umbargaon petdh, of the Dahdnu | Be - 
dines ee ne the Déhina ‘Taluka, of the Théna Coll ad th . a 
n petéh of the Dahénu uka, of the ihana Collectorate, and that up to se 
Taluka of the Thana District date more than half of the cattle of the petah have ba 
; died. Some of the ryots who possessed large herds — a 
have lost nearly the whole, while the farmers who had only four or five cattle —— fF. 
have lost all. It is strange that though the disease has continued so long and a fF | 
is still unabated, the authorities have not sent a veterinary surgeon, or taken Pe 
some other steps to check it. | o 
The Rast Goftdr (51) of the 10th October observes that though the majority ~~ 2S 
of the European members of the Port Trust have a 
Disapproves of the resolu- passed a resolution to sell to the Yacht Club a portion na sf 
tion of the Port Trust to sell of the reclaimed land on the Apollo Pier in Bombay — ee 
_& piece of ground on the . : : : ’ a 
Apollo Pier to-the Yacht it still makes further demands. ‘The Club isa private 4 
Club. body exclusively composed of Europeans, and it a 
behoves the members of the Trust, particularly the So 
natives, not to lose for the sake of private amusement the piece of land which a 
is well situated and is a great public convenience for an evening stroll and . ao 
airing. It ought not to be misunderstood that the Rdst Goftdr undervalues the a 
pleasant and invigorating pastime of yachting. What it complains of is that vig 
the Club is not a public body, but a purely private concern composed of a few a ee 
Europeans, among whom deserving natives are admitted on no account ~e 
whatsoever. To such a private and exclusive body as this a useful piece of = 
public ground ought never to be given. Mr. Kittredge and the native members (a 
rig — deserve great credit for making a protest against the demands of a4 
© UinD. ie 
The Gujardti (65) of the 10th October, in a leader headed ‘ The present , ol 
generation, No. II.”, observes that the people of this oo 
Notices some of the stock : Ss * 
complaints of the Native COUDtry say that they are very happy since the a 
Press, introduction of the British rule, but they are more ae 
miserable than happy. In former times they could get = FF 
high posts under the governments of those days, but under British rule a fe 
ey are withheld from them. Europeans allow them to enjoy those benefits = @) 
= in which their own interests are not involved. The mode of government | ao CO 
to a but the conduct of the authorities is not so. The Gwardti then alludes a ial. 
pte : vil Service question, the alleged heaviness of the taxes, the inattention —. & 
ce é Englishmen at Home to the Indian administration, the frequent changes aa 
in é in the laws-—the stock complaints of the Native Press—and makes remarks  - aa 
“onnection with them in its usual tone. 3 ja 
The same, in alluding to the remark made by the Statesman that the Se 
printing of a pamphlet in America inciting the natives i 
_ Makes remarks in connec. Of India to rebel against Government is the result of ) 
Hon with the report that g the Vernacular Press Act and the Arms Act, observes a 
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ipemphlet has been. published that it does not concur with the Statesman in this 
in America inciting the yiew, It is true that under the Conservative admi- 
patives a’ India agains’ nistration imperialism was practised, the taxes were 
— considerably increased, and the people were deprived 
of their liberty ; but the people were not disaffected and did not wish for a 
change of government. They know well that they will not get such good 
governors as the English, and their interest consists in remaining loyal. The 
‘mid Aryans may entertain wild views, but will never unite in driving away 
the present rulers. Ifthe pamphlet is really printed and published, Govern- 
ment should not remain indifferent about it. Such a pamphlet would bea 
dangerous thing. It is a bad thing that this country should be pitied by 
foreigners, and hence Government should do something to give it proper relief. 


The Samsher Bahddur (69) of the 8th October observes that the Small 
| Cause Court at Ahmedabad summons witnesses to 
Observes that witnesses appear in the court at 10 a.m. exactly, and that the 
cited in the Small Cause contested claims are heard last. The result of this 
Coart at Ahmedabad “ee, 28 that the witnesses in the latter cases have to sit up 
sa gg cousz, in the court till Jate in the evening. The Judge may 
till late in the evening. not be inconvenienced by sitting late, but the 
| witnesses have no conveniences like him, and ought 

to be allowed to go home after regular office hours. 


The Suryodaya (21) of the 11th October, referring to the Afghan war, is 

| of opinion that although it is true that without the 

Is against the retention of Jotention of Kandahar it will look as if nothing was 

eT gained by the war, it is advisable to give up that city 
on account of the attendant expenses which India is at present unable to bear. 


The Rast Goftdr (51) of the 10th October, in alluding to the preparations 
made to retain possession of Kandahar during the’ 


“ns np oo £2 8 8 8 8 @& 8 


Hi that Kandahar will 


— ensuing winter, observes that recent telegrams threaten 
a before the ensa- +4 make the winter occupation a great responsibility. 


The whole of the British force will not be able to 
remain in Kandahar itself, and will have to be distributed as far as Kokeran 
and Grishk, or, im other words, as far as the Helmund, because though the 
troops are not numerous, great difficulties are experienced in obtaining supplies 
of provisions and forage, and in making arrangements for transport. General 
Roberts’ returning army has taken with it a large number of ponies, mules and 
other transport, a great want of which is felt at Kandahar, as the surrounding 
country is denuded of provisions and fudder. As observed by the Bombay 
Gazette the dispersion of the Kandahar force will be a repetition of the mistake 
which made Ayub inflict a serious defeat on General Burrows’ column. It is 
probable that the Afghans will annoy the British force, and the Gazette’s 
correspondent has sent the alarming news that a rumour prevails in the bazdr 

, at Kandahar that Mahomed Jan of Gizni has joined Ayub, and that they will 
make a joint attack on the city, and that though the people are quiet, they 
exhibit feelings of enmity towards the British and entertain the hope of another 
war being carried on by their countrymen. It is also rumoured that Ayub has 
reached Herat, and that the people of that city have given him further assistance 
to make another war. Though the above are mere rumours, yet it has been 
authoritatively announced that Ayub has entered Herat. He seems to enjoy 
great power since he has appointed new Governors at Farah and Subzwar. Ali 
this raises the probability that he will make another attack on Kandahar. 

ere is no fear at all that he will inflict a defeat on the British army, but 
there is no doubt that it is a good opportunity to evacuate Kandahar, since 
General Roberts’ victorious army has brought the war to a conclusion. If this 
Opportunity is allowed to pass unavailed of, another war may perhaps have 
to be commenced, and will be considered as the result of the occupation of 

dahar. It is therefore hoped that Mr. Lyall will be soon able to make the 
political arrangements in regard to this city, for which purpose he has been 
specially deputed, and will leave no reason for occupying it during the ensuing 
winter. (The Loka Mitra (55) of the same date expresses similar sentiments.) 


*. 
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he Loka Mitra (55) of the 10th October observes that Mr. Lepel Griffin 
: | took a leading part in making Abdul Rahman the Amir 
Differs from Mr. 1 of Afghanistan, and therefore his opinion about the 
fin’s opinion about Abdul : ; : 
Si | newsruler is worthy of consideration. Though peace 
i | reigns in Cabul and Abdul has been hitherto loyal to 
the British Government, we look upon him with suspicion and cannot place full | 
confidence in him, because he was long under the protection and a pensioner a 
of the Russians and despised the English. But Mr. Griffin says that the Amir a 
will ever be as he now appears, as by his long residence among the Russians a 
he knows their chicanery, deceit and other vices, and must despise them. But 
he has, remarks the Mitra, never shown a sign that he entertains a low opinion 
of them, nor would he have long lived with them had he entertained such an 
opinion. On the other hand, he has shown that he was their friend, and Ss 
ted them. It cannot be expected that, because the English have now ie 
made him the Amir, he will cease to be faithful to those whose salt he has eaten. - 


The Kdside Mumbai (58) of the 8th October observes that the public view 
with great satisfaction the conclusion of the Afghan 
Wishes that rip sr war since the hostilities have given the Government 
te hoy cata no small anxiety and disgusted the people not a little. 
" But the telegram that Ayub Khan has reached Herat 
whence he has received further aid to oppose the British troops again, has = 
created a new anxiety that the hostilities will have to be resumed. It seems eee 
that the report that the British Government wishes to retain possession of ‘a 
Kandahar has: provoked the Afghans to think of resuming hostilities. If — 
Government makes over the whole of the country to Abdul Rahman and eS 
evacuates italtogether, the excited Ayub will have no opportunity of carrying on a 
hostilities, and may either get himself well punished at the hands of the new Amir, 
or drive away Abdul Rahman from the throne. Unless such a thing as this 
occurs, the existing disturbed condition of the country will continue. Ayub is 
not a petty Chief, and had his generals not proved rebellious and turned round, 
his engagement with General Roberts’ troops would have decided the fate of ae 
Afghanistan. Unless Abdul Rahman proves brave enough to dispose of Ayub = 
and other warlike Sardars, he will not be able to keep himself on the throne. *s 
If due precautions are not taken against Ayub’s making another attack on the 
British army, there is every fear of a repetition of the late disaster. 


The same of the 11th October observes that it seems that when Ayub Khan a 

| left the battle-field at Kandahar he calculated upon . Pe 

_Suggests that the army at collecting more troops to oppose the British forces ee 
pa yea! — a once more. He suffered a great loss by the capture ‘os 
stiante by Ayal ay of his guns by the British forces, but he has been able =a 
| to get at Herat seventeen field-pieces, and has gathered ce 

together the dispersed Herati regiments, and excited them to face the British a 
' army once more. If he therefore re-appears before Kandahar, he is likely to ss 
commit great mischief. He is said to be joined by Mahomed Jan of Gizni and - 
Hésam Khan, and if this be true, their joint attack will bea strong one. Rumour : 
says that Ayub wishes to destroy Kandahar with the aid of his brave and fanatical ae 
Herati troops. The British army ought not to treat this report as idle, and 
should take care to post a strong force in that city. They are gradually return- 
ing, and about six thousand men are to winter in the.city, but their strength 
ought to be so increased as to remove the least chance of their being defeated = 
by the Afghans. If Kandahar be evacuated at once, Ayub will march upon: el 
Cabul and the unsettled state of the country will soon end. — 


The same observes that the disasters which have befallen Turkey during SS 
Some sentimenta on the ‘Ue last four years have broken the Turkish Empire © a 
present situation in Turkey. | 12to pieces, and as regards the remnant there are fears 
: | that the questions about the concessions to be made to : 
Montenegro and Greece will give a serious blow to it. ‘Turkey is opposed by a 
all the Great Powers of Europe. The latter do not approve of the arrangement a 
the former wishes to make, and it is said that England has proposed to lay an 4 
embargo on ‘Turkish commerce in the /égean Sea, in order to bring Turkey to "a 
terms. The plan has the recommendation that the object aimed at will be 3 
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= gecomplished without bloodshed’ but should the Sultan hold out against it, — 
the Turkish subjects will suffer a great loss, numerous persons will lose their ‘ 
ives, and disturbances, for which Europe will be held responsible, will arise 

in the country. The reports spread bythe Daily News about the probable 
dethronement of the Sultan are peurile. Considering his dignified attitude and — 


the stability of the alliance of the Great Powers, Turkey is not likely to fight 


with the-latter ; but the Sultan deserves praise for showing great courage in the cae 
present difficulties: : see a 
ty 
The same of the 15th October observes that since Cabul has been evacuated <a 
by the British troops, the desire to retain possession eae 


Wishes that the whole of of Kandahar is not likely to prove successful. Afghan 
the Afghan countryshould be fanaticism is excited by seeing the latter fort in the 


[- _ Seorgggamy possession of the British, and the Afghans are, it seems, a! 
British t preparing to wage another great war with them. ee 


_  Ayab Khan wishes that the British should not meddle with Afghanistan, and 
| he is therefore making preparations for war. The possession of Kandahar will, 
itis expected, increase trade and communication with Afghanistan; but it 
involves great risk, Itis also asserted that its occupation will ensure the safety 
of India from foreign invasion ; but if Russia or some other power wishes to : 
invade this country, it can approach it by one of the several roads which exist 
in addition to that of Kandahar. Nobody desires that the feelings of the half - 
civilized and fanatical Afghans should be hurt, or that a war with those people 
should be carried on when there is much to lose and nothing to gain. If we 
evacuate Afghanistan completely and leave Ayub and Abdul Rahman to settle 
accounts with each other, the-Afghan country will soon enjoy peace and seek 


our alliance with great willingness. 
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Native States. 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 11th October, referring to the formation of 
: : a new Regency Council in Cutch, says: “ The new 
Bhayad Member is the pet nominee of Major Reeves, 
the Political Agent, who has thus succeeded in having 
on the Council a “ crystal doll” wherewith he would play at his pleasure. The 
new Divin Mr. Nandshankar Tuljashankar appointed by Government at the 
instance of Major Reeves, was the Political Agent’s Assistant when Major * 
Reeves was in Rewa Kantha. The new Revenue Commissioner of Cutch was > ae 
the Major’s Duftardar in Rewa Kantha. So it seems that politically Rewa ee 
Kintha regime is transferred to Cutch through the caprices of the Political Agent. 
Are Government so weak as to be made dolls of in the hands of Major Reeves ? 
Can they not see through the Political Agent’s dodges? What is there to 
check the Political Agent in his wild and reckless administrative career in 
Cutch? The late Div4n was a buffer between the Political Agent and the 
people. That being removed, Maior Revees feels himself to be master of the 
situation unfettered in his action by any person in the State. The Réni is 
powerless ; she has no voice. ‘The Council is not fully and properly constituted. 
Those whom Major Reeves is bringing from Rewa Kantha were and would be 
his subordinates, who dare not utter a word that is likely to displease him. Is 
Sir James Fergusson’s Government prepared to allow Cutch to go to the dogs ? 
It should be noted that Government are in the position of Trustees of the State, 
and as such will have to render an account of their Stewardship to the young 
Rao when he comes of age. How do they propose to acquit themselves when 
their representative is, according to ail accounts from Cutch, making a mess so 
there? . We do hope Sir James Fergusson will consider his bounden duty to © -—«@ 
inform himself more correctly as to the character of the changes now being a 
elected at one sweep by Major Reeves in the internal administration of Cutch, 


Makes remarks on the new 


Regency Council in Cutch. 


NL TREPEG an RUMOR EOR Ga fat erreet? 


and not content himself with the comfortable assurances of his colleagues in A Bs 
Council or Secretaries.” eis. —— 
— a The Dnydn Prakdsh (9) of the 11th and the © ©. & 
Writes egyr th * yee y + : ' eee e. 
late Méharéia of eae ” Shivdji (17) of the 8th October write panegyrics on ee 


the late Mahdraja of Jayapur. 
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| Prince of Chhota Udepur. 


~The ‘same, referring to the Chhota Udepur murder case, says: ‘So far as 
se can be ascertained, there is no precedent whatever for 
such an interference with the admitted prerogatives 


Refers to the trial of the 


independent criminal and civil jurisdiction. A government which is jealous 
of its own prerogatives, whether real or fancied, might well have been expected 
to show the same jealous regard for the prerogatives of the Native Chiefs 
subordinate thereto. But the history of British rulé in India has completely 
demonstrated that a jealous regard for one’s own prerogatives, both real and 
fancied, is by no means incompatible with an utter disregard for, and the 
consequent encroachment on, the real and not fancied prerogatives of others. 
It is said that the question of jurisdiction will be referred to the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council for their decision. What the decision of that 
Committee will be it is impossible to divine and forestall. That important and 
complicated question might be for the present kept aside, and there is no use 
questioning the argument of ‘ might over right.’ ” 


The Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 12th October, referring to the same, says 
| that severity in the punishment for such a crime as 
ee adultery is a peculiarity of Hindu law, and if the Prince 

18 guilty of the murder which he is alleged to have committed, the provocation 
justified the act under the peculiar circumstances of the parties belonging to a 
Princely Rajput family. If the Prince had acted otherwise, he would have 


been disgraced in the eyes of his subjects. 


The Dina Bandhu (8) of the 10th October, referring to the same, says 
that as no enquiry was instituted before’ the remains of the deceased were 
of, it is difficult to conceive how the alleged charge of murder can be 
substantially proved against the accused Prince. There is nothing to prove 
the marks of violence which may lead to the conviction of the accused. 


The Dnydnodaya (7) of the 14th October hopes that the present Govern- 
ment will be careful to avoid the blunders which brought Lord Northbrook’s 
administration into such ill repute at the time of the Baroda trouble. The 
Dnyin Prakdsh (9) has an argument in favor of the young Prince, which is 
worth considering. a 


The Yajdén Parast (53) of the 10th October, in alluding to the enquiry 
| | going on at Godra into the charge of murder brought 
_ Chserves that the Udepur against Chandrasing, observes that Chhota Udepur 
a -socadhanpt die oh is an independent State, and its. ruler holds power to 
the King of that State. Y try the offences committed in the State. But 


Government have passed over his mght and are 


enquiring into the murder case. If anybody has a right to conduct the trial, 


it is the father of the accused, and the action of Government is an improper 
interference with the internal administration of an independent Native State. 
it would have been better had Government asked the Chief to try the case with 
the aid of an independent jury ; and should the brother of the deceased, being 
dissatisfied with the decision of the jury, have appealed to Government, they 
should have then interfered. The. Parast has no sympathy for the accused 
Prince, who, if he be guilty, deserves condign punishment. But the authorities 
should have taken the roper course to try him. Most persons believe that 
overnment have not done this, and cop be Bee the independence of the State, 
e public opinion seems correct. (The Gujardti (65) of the same date, and the 
Broach Samdchdr (74) of the 14th, express somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Bombay Samdchér (48) of the 13th October, in alluding to the enquiry 
going on at Godhra into the Chhota Udepur murder 


‘hee - remarks in case, observes that from the depositions made by them 


nt the Chhota Uaeper en it seems that the witnesses for the prosecution have 


case been under police surveillance for the last two months. 
They are kept in a certain building guarded by the 


Police, and cannot go out without being accompanied by a policeman. The 
gr for the defence suspect that they are gees tutored by the police, 


assertion is yet to be proved, and Mr. Birdwood, who has so much 


enjoyed by the rulers of those States which have an 
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were, ependent of this, the abstract. question-—can the police keep under 


nee of judicial enquiries, will, it is hoped, duly dispose of the accusation. ee 


3 ee eillance the witnesses for the prosecution, and if so, how long ?—is in itself 


yery important. In the first place, it is doubtful whether the police has a Be 
authority to imprison witnesses in this manner. But taking it for granted : 


that it can exercise this power in the interests of justice, the next question is, 
how long it can do so with propriety ? In the Chhota Udepur murder case the 
witnesses have been under surveillance for two months, which is certainly a 
very long period. Colonel LaTouche has explained to the cqurt of enquiry 
that he has taken them in his charge by order of the Government of Bombay, 
on whom therefore lies the responsibility of the step. It is doubtful whether 

have power to issue the order; but supposing that they have found it 
- desirable to keep the witnesses under surveillance, they should not have made ae 
such a long delay as two months to order an enquiry into the accusation, but a 
should have avoided it, since the incident will dissatisfy the people of the mofussil 24 
and of the Native States. Considering the-great importance of the case, in which a 
a Prince has been charged with the murder of his wife, and the question, that 1 
the British Government have no authority to try a crime alleged to be perpetrated tae 


mae 


in the State of Chhota Udepur, has arisen, it 1s quite nattral that the people of a 
Godhra should be anxious to witness the enquiry and their wish should be ae 
fulfilled. But only twelve persons are daily admitted into the room, in which — 


the enquiry 1s gotng on, which gives it the appearance of being conducted with 
closed doors. It is true that the room is too small to admit all persons who 
may be desirous to go there; but, certainly, it can accommodate more than a 
twelve spectators, and the full number should have been admitted. Mr. ai 
Birdwood has twice observed that the female witnesses were much fatigued by - Sl 
standing long in the witness-box ; but it is strange that they should not have 
‘been given chairs to sit in. In the Bombay High Court female witnesses are She 
given chairs while they are in the witness-box, and there was no reason to - — 
refuse a similar convenience to the witnesses at Godhra. = 


: Municipalities. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 11th October, referring to the Dholka 

petition, says: ‘‘ The Dholka petition, of which we 

— Re SNM wrote approvingly, has proved abortive. But though 

90 disappointed, we must eonfess that the Government 
of Bombay could scarcely have acted otherwise than they have. If the sanitary = 
condition of Dholka is such as to render improvement imperative, then the = 
citizens must pay for such improvement. But we are not told that the Assistant . 
Collector exhausted all conciliatory means before enforcing reforms. Nor did 
we find Dholka quite so insanitary during a brief stay about three years ago.” a - 
The Dnydn Prakash (9) of the 11th October is sorry that Major Ducat’s a 
Setar eae recommendations have been set aside in completing | a 
eon me new =6the municipal filter-works in the city of Poona, and 
city 2 ag scoala hopes that an attempt will be made at the forthcoming 
quarterly meeting of the general committee to get a 


eee of competent engineers appointed to inquire into, and report upon, 
e works. 


Complai The A'rydvarta (42) of the 9th October complains a 
sold a ring hoe oe that fresh hides are allowed to be sold by auction in the a 
place of Dhulia. ~ market place of Dhulia in the evening, which practice 


is calculated to offend the feelings of the people. 


The Shivdji (17) of the 8th October, referring to the new municipal impost 

| __ levied in Poona on certain trades, objects to it om the 
Refers to the new munnici- following grounds :—1.—The same sum is levied on > 
Po post in the city of . : ° = ee 
ona, persons getting different incomes. 2.—If the com- ae 
' - mittee considers the practice of those trades dangerous eet 

to the public health, it should have ordered those practising them to do so in 
separate buildings outside the city. What is the use of taxing the traders and ee 
then allowing them to practice their trade as usual? 3.—The committee ae 
ought to have placed two conditions before the traders either to practice their aoe 
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Bey: des in @ particular locality outside’ the city or to pay the tax. 4.—It was 


> sontrary to the municipal rules for the committee to levy the tax without 
 soforming the outside public of it fifteen days before. : 
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sufferings of the people from the various kinds of 


Is of Os grasa pcg good taxes—imperial and local, from the closing of the 


is deri’ vality. | salt-pans and the consequent increase in the price of 


salt and from the want of employment. The writer 

is also of opinion that no good whatever is derived from the local municipality 
+ hich may be conveniently abolished, as Mr. A. Crawford had done some years 
The Belgaum Samdchdér (31) of the 11th October complains that the 


ene Shahd4pur Municipality has levied a new house-rate 
oct ality ofthe Shahapur in the town which is not based on any known 
~~ Mumici . 


_ principle, so that all persons, rich or poor, are thereby 
taxed alike. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Vengurla, advises the local 


‘ _., municipality to remove the Manikpur cistern in that 
Refers to a @vater cistern | ; 


ce town, as its water gives an offensive smell and is full 
eee < _ of insects, and to fix a water-pipe in its place for the 
| use of all people. | 


- A correspondent of the Jdéme Jamsed (49) of the 13th October observes 
that the Bombay Municipal slaughter-house at Bandora 
Recommends pe ene aan is built in a locality which will* be highly useful for 
eal ‘Bonbay. 7 barracks for sick soldiers, or for a hospital for con- 
} valescent persons. Although the house is washed 
every day with Vehar water, the refuse is not completely carried away by the 
sea, but lies in the environs of the building and gives out a foul smell. It also 
produces mosquitoes which have become. a great pest to the residents of the 
villages of Bandora, Navpdd4, Mahim, Dhardwati, &c. A complaint on this 
subject was once made, but nothing appears to have been done to remove,it. 
This is probably owing to the European residents of Bandora not suffering from 
the mosquitoes as they live in airy buildings on the hill. In addition to the 
above-mentioned evils, the municipality has to undergo a great cost for keeping 
= large establishment of carts to bring meat from Bandora to Bombay every 
| day.” The butchers are also put to great inconvenience and expense by being 


the consumers of meat which costs nearly three times the price at which it was 
sold when the slanghter-house was in Bombay, and poor people cannot get meat 
as frequently as they wish. Under these circumstances it seems proper that the 
slaughter-house at Bandora should be given up as such and used with certain 
alterations as a sanitarium for soldiers, and a large slaughter-house may be 


~ceae Mody Bay, Carnac Bandar, Wédi Bandar, Tank Bandar, or Mazagaon 


_ The Loka Mitra (55) of the 10th October, in alluding to the petition of the 
people of Dholka in connection with municipal taxes, 

Pe alted that compared observes that municipal taxation has become a great 
id Gs bref bodied pers burden not only in that town but also in others. 
the municipal taxes imposed or instance, an attempt was made to impose a house- 
on them is heavy. - tax at Walsdd, and the people thereof are said to have 
protested against it. The people of Navsé4ri have 
become afraid that a similar tax will,be soon imposed on them. It is by no 
means objectionable that municipal corporations should be established in the 


mofussil cities and towns ; but the burden of taxation ought to be in proportion 


ae ability of the rate-payers, and it cannot be proper that in spite of their 
nabili 


ty an increase should be made in it by force. But most of the Euro 
@ native authorities in the mofussil pay no attention to this fundamental 
R55 3a They appear to do several things either through emulation, fancy, or 
“t the purposes of boasting. Because there exist in Bombay certain municipal 
les vements, they try to make the same in small towns. Because Bombay 
ws nes a house-tax and other taxes, they impose similar taxes, but do not consider 


A correspondent of the Jagan Mitra (35) of the 11th October describes the 


required to go daily from Bombay to Bandora. The whole cost of this falls on — 
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> the a ae of the rate-payers. The municipal institutions of these places prove . 
~~ more useful to the officials than to the general body of the rate-payers. ge 


Railways. 


The Indu Prakash (4) of the 11th. October says that in the preceding a 
| week Mr. O’Conner, a Police In r, brought 3 
ese cose Of irand before Mr. Dossabhoy’ Framjee three European ticket- 
— . examiners serving at the Bycailla Station ofthe G.1.P. 
Railway on a charge of not having entered in the Company’s books certain 
sums oft money collected from the passengers. The case was postponed for the an 
ist of October at the request of the Inspector for the purpose of further inquiry. a 
But before that date, Mr. W. Wright, the Com reg s Traffic Manager at Bombay, a 
appeared before the court and said that he ad conducted a departmental an 
inquiry into the case, and that the Company did not wish to adduce any more a 
evidence against the accused than what had been brought before the court on ae 
the previous occasion. The case was then withdrawn. The evidence that had 
already been adduced was probably sufficient to condemn the accused ; but the oi 
Traffic Manager did not like to see them punished because they were Europeans. a 
From a humanitarian point of view his conduct is no doubt praiseworthy ; but - 
would he have done the same in the case of a native ? It cannot be urged that 
the Company had a right to pardon or prosecute its servants at its pleasure, 
because it 1s not a private Company but one guaranteed by Government, and 
if it suffers a loss in its income, it will have to be made good by the people of a. 
this country. The conduct of the Magistrate was therefore highly culpable a 
in allowing the case to be withdrawn, simply because the Company did not a 
wish to prosecute the guilty parties. In a matter affecting the public welfare, ee 
it was incumbent on the Magistrate to compel the Company to conduct the 
prosecution or to instruct the police to do it on behalf of Government. From 
the evidence adduced on the first occasion, it appeared that the accused had in 
their possession 300 tickets to be accounted for, and if they be valued even at 
one or two annas each, the Company has been evidently defrauded of about 
20 or 30 rupees. Moreover, it is difficult to say. how long the practice was 
going on. The Indu also blames the Magistrate for having heard the case in 
Chambers, when there was no necessity for doing so. 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 10th October, referring to the same, says: 
SCA _ **Complamts have reached us from some quarters. . 
Aig ear how some of our English contemporaries gave the 
complete go-by to letters addressed to them, complaining of the way in which 
the enquiry into the case of criminal breach of trust committed by certain 
European ticket-collectors on the G. I. P. Railway, was held by the Magistrate 
with closed doors under the lesson recently taught him in the Edwards’ case, 
and how a fajlure of justice took place, owing to prosecution against them being 
abandoned without due grounds. We cannot allow journalists to be divested 
ofthe right of choosing what communications they will open their columns to. 
But where ee involved in a communication was one of public concern, 
as it undoubtedly was in the present instance, we should expect journalists | a 
pretending to be exponents of the entire public opinion either to allow a corner a 
of their papers to correspondents for ascertaining the truth or explain their ay 
apparently strange connivance of alleged miscagriage of justice. Weunder- 
stand that not only has the Railway Company, declaring itself satisfied with 
the dismissal of the accused from service, ref to prosecute them, but that 
- police Officer who committed the heinous offence of exposing these frauds 
heal reward for his over-zeal in the shape of a transfer to an unsuitable 


The Dina Bandhu (8) of the 10th October, referring to the same, says that 


Refers to the same. it can be fairly assumed that the Railway authorities : * : ‘ee 
relivionists di _ being unwilling to see their countrymen and co- ee 
them fro sgraced in public, adopted the safest course of inaction to save “an 
doubted m suffering the natural consequences of their criminality. It is to be ae 
employés whether they would have shown similar leniency to their native Bao 
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made in the time-table of the B. B. & C. I. Railway, 
- Observes that the hoor for by which the mail train will leave Bombay from Ist 
‘ the departure of the mail 

hoes - Pom Piddey shed will arrive at every station ineGujardt at night, 
a aed, which is certainly an inconvenient time for passengers 
to get down at the stations which do not contain any 
accommodation for the third-class native passengers. Most of the railway 
stations are situated at some distance from the towns and villages, and the 
railway authorities do not appear to have duly considered the inconvenience 
which the passengers will have to suffer to reach their destination on dark 
nights whether in carriages or on foot. At present the mail-train leaves 
Bombay at night and reaches the several stations at convenient hours. By 
spending the night in the train the passengers save the day time, which they 
will not be able to do by the change made in the time-table. It behoves Gov- 
ernment therefore to induce the Railway authorities not to alter the hour of the 
departure of the mail train. 


: Miscellaneous. 


The Kdside Mumbai (58) of the 11th October, in alluding to the work 
| : entitled “ Ainul Ménf” written by Mullé Sharafalli 
Observes that the work and approved of by the Head Mull4 of the Boréhs, 
vatitled “Ainal x challenges those who defend it to do so in writing 
shows that the Borahs are at | 
heart the enemies of the through a newspaper, and observes that there are 
« A‘hale Bayet” (the descend- different sects among the Mahomedans, but none of 
ants of the prophet). them would speak ill of “A’hale Bayet” (the 
i ee descendants of the prophet). The Sunis, Wahdbis, 
Mogals, Khojis, Yejdis, Motejilés, Najiryas, Khdrjis, &c., entertain a bad 
opinion about each other, and hold different views about the ‘ Ashdbs” (the 
friends of the prophet), but have a good opinion about ‘‘ A’hale Bayet” (Bibi 
-Fétmé), and consider it a great crime to show insolence to her in any way. 
“They would be not only the enemies of such insolent persons, but would be 
ready to lose their own lives. But the above-mentioned work proves that the 
Bordhs are at heart the enemies even of “‘ A’hale Bayet” (the descendants of the 
prophet) ; and since the leaders of this sect are not afraid of calumniating the 
“ A’hale Bayet,” they will not be afraid of accusing others. Hence it is 
recommended that every follower of Islamism and other religions should take 


care not to trust to the mildness and meekness of the Bordhs and to protect 
himself from them. 


The Suryodaya (21) of the 11th October reports 
Reports a case of dacoity. a case of dacoity at Bapsai in the Murbad Taluka of 
| the Thana Zilla. 


The Khandesh Vaibhav (41) of.the 8th October says that more rain is 

mn urgently wanted in that district, otherwise the crops 

wae that — eg chi, will not give as much as one-fourth of the usual yield, 

+ Bee - ? ~ and it is doubtful whether there will be any rab: 
sowings, : 


D.R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Natwe Press, 
20th October 1880. 


Whe Akhbdre Sowddgar (50) of the 14th October, in alluding to the alteration 


ovember next at 3-30 p.m., observes that this train. | 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 17th October, referring to the censure 

on Mr. Dosdébh4i Framji and to Mr. Néné 

Makes remarks on Press orojis compulsory resignation, says: ‘We do not 
_— — _ op > question the bona fides of the Government’s action in 
— : either of the two cases, which have agitated the 
pablic more than the Government seems aware of. We repeat that the watch- 
fulness of the Government is worthy of all praise. Our only fear is lest this 
righteous spirit should degenerate into a species of morbid meddlesomeness. 
This is by no means a remote contingency, and it requires to be strongly 
ed against. So far for the motive of the Government, which is just and 
honourable. But Mr. Nand Moroji’s compulsory resignation seems to us to be 
too much of a good thing. We give credit to His Excellency for the ‘deep 
t’ this extra severe resolution has caused him. But we fear that in this 

as also in the previous case, Sir James has been carried away by too keen a sense 
of his duty and his position. For the sake of his own reputation as a ruler, we 
wish he had been less severe. We acknowledge that Mr. Ndnd Moroji has been 
guilty of a serious error ; but there is nothing more to inst him. No 
one who has read his statement can escape the conviction that the Magistrate 
was guided more by his social than his judicial instincts. This ought not to 
have been. And yet his clear explanation leaves one in doubt if any other 
officer could have acted otherwise under exactly similar circumstances. Al- 
together the question is beset with peculiar and conflicting considerations. 
Bat there is scarcely room for two opinions on the point that Mr. Nand Moroji, 
one of our ablest and more experienced officers, has been sacrificed to the over- 
geal of his superiors. By its own showing the Government of Bombay does 
not deem him deserving of the exemplary punishment it has awarded him. 
Either the Government thinks him more seriously guilty than it has had the 


courage to avow, or it has exceeded all discretion in the award of punishment. 


Any way we cannot congratulate the Government on its action, though we can 
fully appreciate its motive. The decision is peculiarly painful in Mr. Ndnd’s 
case. To come to this after an official career of unquestioned integrity in 
various spheres extending over a third of a century! We feel acutely for his 
misfortune. It is our misfortune—a misfortune of the native public. Both in 
his case, as in the case that has preceded it, we trace something like a national 
calamity. The decision of theGovernment is a death-blow to na.ive aspirations ; 
it places >ur educated classes at an immense disadvantage, and in a ver 
unfavourable light. We trust our conclusion in this respect is at fault. There 
is consolation for Mr. Néna4 Moroji in the unanimous verdict of the Bombay 
Press in his favour.” 


The Deccan Star (2) of the same date, referrinz to the same, says: ‘‘ Such 
long adjournments in criminal cases as the une made 
by Mr. Nand are not unusual. We know of several 
in this city itself. If in addition to this Mr. Nand’s 
explanation is to be taken into account, it. becomes quite clear that a court in 
the first instance has more chances of judging nghtly from a person’s conduct 
and demeanour in that court than in the superior court. Should he not 
therefore give such time to the parties as would be calculated to bring out the 
truth? We do not think this ought to have been regarded as a very serious 
objection, such as should compel Government, in the name of justice, to pounce 
upon the offending creature, and to spura it away from its path, though the 
order may be couched in gentle words like ‘Government hopes that Mr. Nén4 
will oblige it by resigning his office and taking pension.’. The five grounds 
of objection that are put in the Resolution prove of no great consequence, if it 

Temembered that every judicial authority has his own independent powers 
of judgment, and if Government thinks the delay to be unnecessary, Mr. Ndn4 
would think it to be essentially necessary as warranted by the peculiar 
“ircumstances of the case, and by his superior knowledge of the sciadition of 
natives and their internal social intricacies. He thought that things would end 


whcably—though in course of time, and this we suppose was the only reason 


Refers to the same. 


y he made these six adjournments, upon which so much stress is laid by — 
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Government. But supposing with Government that Mr. Nand was wrong in 

ning the case to that long period, his one fault—if it might be so called— 

in administering justice ought to have been simply put up with by Govern- 

ment, taking into accounts the undeniable fact that Mr. Ndn4& has served for 

33 years under Government with an untarnished reputation, with the character 

of being an upright and impartial judge all through sustained, and without one 
word of ill-repute.” : : 3 


The Native Opinion (5) of the same date, referring to the same, says that 

| the British Government in India is chiefly honoured 
for its high sense of justice and its consistency of 
action. But it is painful to contemplate how public opinion is undergoing a 
change in this respect on account of the inconsiderate behaviour of the 
Government officials. The people have in fact begun to fear that British officers 
of the present day may almost be likened to those of the Mogul government 
and of the last Peshwa. This applies the more so to the Bombay Presidency. 
Strange things are happening in this Presidency on account of the absence of a 
cool-headed and experienced judicial officer in the Legislative Council. A sort 
of pestilence seems to have overtaken the highest native officers. Rao Bahadur 
Manibhdi Jasbhai, Mr. Dossébh4i Framji, Mr. Nand Moroji, each has had his 
turn, and in each of these three cases it is difficult to say that the action of 
Government was attended with calm consideration, and that justice was done. 
The Resolution of Government in the case of Mr. Nand would not have appeared 
proper even in the case of a Magistrate who had served but a few days; how 
strange then must it-appear in the case of an experienced, shrewd and honest 
ofticer like Mr. Nané. Both Europeans as well as natives are equally sorry for 
the step taken by Government. In the Resolution five charges have been made 
against the Magistrate, but itis the opinion of those well versed in law that those 
charges are not well-founded, and that the action of Government is hasty and pre- 
cipitate. There is no record of the censure passed by the High Court. on Mr. Nana, 
no consideration has been made as regards the quantity of work accumulated in 
the Magistrate’s court, nor has any inquiry been made whether there are 
similar cases of postponement in the other courts. If the Magistrate has been 
guilty in this matter, it 1s to be ascribed to an oversight, and it was unjust to 
remove him from office on that account. It was necessary to take into 
consideration his long service extending over 35 years, especially that portion 
of it during the trying period of the Mutiny. It is well known that by his 
prudence and good management he was able to save Puona and the surrounding 
district from being engulfed in the tide of rebellion. Is this the return for such 
meritorious service ? Perhaps some people will be led to sympathizing with the 
Government for their doing justice to Lilbai, but this affair will lead to such 
serious consequences as it is difficult to imagine at the present day. If sucha 
high and responsible native servant of Government cannot get justice, and is 
not trusted, what will be the fate of ordinary individuals? The Government 
servants likewise will naturally feel disheartened. It seems that the times of the 
last Peshwa have returned in this Presidency, when no Mamlatd4r was secure 
in his officeeven fora single day. It is very astonishing that such things should 
happen during the administration of His Excellency the new Governor. The 
Opinion agrees with the writer of a letter in the Bombay Gazette in thinking 
that far from affording any matter for congratulation on the ground of the 
vindication of personal liberty, the whole affair will only make officers believe 
that honesty and zeal are not sure ways to distinction. 


Refers to the same. 


In an English article on the same subject the Native Opinion (5) says: 


‘“‘ After having carefully weighed the circumstances of 
the case, we feel constrained to say that we see no 
error of judgment on the part of the Magistrate at law. The case before him 
Was one of theft, and that under the law it was a warrant-case. If there were 
grounds for proceeding at law, the Magistrate was justified in issuing a warrant. 
'€ do not understand how a lapse of nine months converts an offence of that 
into a civil proceeding, as Government would seem to lay down. But 
sven if it did, surely Mr. Nand had to exercise his own judgment in the matter. 
© hext 1s the question of adjournments. These have been satisfactorily 

_ “plained by the Magistrate. We say this in spite of the statement in the second 


Refers to the same, 
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with an act of indiscretion done for onee in a life-time, an error of judgment, be 


_ have played fast and loose with them, and have been severely sat upon by the 


- ttlement, and to ape his injury. He had in no way condemned the injury, 


ph of the Resolution that there was one adjournment, viz., the 4th, for 
which the Magistrate had not assigned a reason, that statement being found 
to be erroneous on a perusal of the Magistrate’s explanation, and _ we regret 
Government should have descended to cast a slur on such a man as Mr. Nand 
as they do in the 5th paragraph. Such adjournments take place every day 
throughout the country ; and to assume a motive in such adjournment is simpl 
casting @ stigma on a man who, on the facts before us, deserves none at all. 
Government have not had, it seems, before them a full report on the civil case ; 
the Magistrate was there necessarily unrepresented. Lilbai’s ground in the civil 
court was also different from the one she urged before the Magistrate, and we 
see no abuse of any authority in the case at all. As regards the demand of a 
bail and the Magistrate’s ps A with regard to the alleged stolen property, the 
Government Resolution lays down propositions of law in clauses 3 and 5 of 

ph 4, for which a subordinate magisterial officer making them would 
oi justly drawn on his head a recommendation from the High Court of a 


reduction of powers in view of the ignorance they betray of elementary 
principles of criminal law.” 


The Subodha Patrikd (6) of the 17th October condemns the action of 


Sitnes ty tee tne. Government in the above case, for reasons similar to 
those of the Native Opinion. 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 18th October, referring to the same, expresses 
the same sentiments as the other papers, and continues 

Refers to the same, thus :—‘ A just and generous Government can without 
| the least sacrifice of principle afford to deal leniently 


it noted, from which other Police Magistrates have never been found to be free. 
Instances are not wanting where Europeans invested with magisterial powers 


High Court. Not more than eight years agoa Magistrate specially deputed 
to try criminal cases in connection with the Public Works Department did his 
work in so high-handed a manner that there was one cry against the wrong 
and injustice done by him. Not to go very far back, the High Court has 
monthly to comment upon Magisterial eases, and we know of two Sessions 
Judges who have been severely handled by the High Court, one for writing 
his judgments in a habitually careless manner and another for dealing with 

ions cases in a thoughtless manner. The latter of them has even been 
mentioned by the High Court to the Government as being uafit to be trusted with 
essions powers. But all this has not been noticed by Government, and there 
is not the slightest reason why a Native Magistrate who has honourably served 
Government, and whose fault is simply that in a stray ease he misunderstood 
his duties, should be dealt with as if the penalties of strict justice were all 


reserved for him alone. We do hope Sir James Fergusson and his Colleagues 
in Couneil will re-consider their decision in this case.” 


The Dunydéu Prakdsh (10) of the same date, referring to the same, mentions 
Refers to the same. a ease in which a Bohra Milliner by name Mahomed 
Ali was charged with having made an attempt to 

extort money from a P&4rsi gentleman and was adjudged guilty and fined 
Rs. 500 by Mr. Plunkett, the Poona City Magistrate. On appeal, Mr. Newnham 
upheld the conviction, and enhanced the sentence from a fine of Rs. 500 to 
ngorous imprisonment for one year in addition to that fine. In this case the 
interval that was allowed to elapse between the cause of action and the actual 
lodging of the complaint was something like half a dozen years. It is clear 
enough from this that the mere faet of an interval having elapsed is immaterial, 
and this consideration becomes the stronger when it is remembered that, unlike 
the Pérsi complainant in the ease referred to, Prégji was not at all inactive 
during the interval, but had tried every means in his power to effect an amicable. 


ut lodged the comp 
amicable settlement. 


The Dnyénodaya (7) of the 21st October has no hesitation in joining in 
Refers to the same. the well-nigh unanimous opinion of the Press, both 
English and Native, that Mr. N4né has been treated 


aint as soon as he saw the futility of bringing about an 
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with undue severity. His offence may have been a grave one—undoubtedly it was. 
But his long course of faithful service should have been taken into consideration. 
He may rest assured that the public will forget the one act which has had so 
unhappy @ result, and remember rather the integrity and fidelity which he has 
shown in the discharge of his duties from the very first. 


The Satya Prakdsh (15) of the same date, referring to the same, says that 
the step undertaken by Government in this matter is 
calculated to fill the minds of natives with a misgiving 
as to the feelings of Government towardsthem. In order to show therefore that 
they are actuated by the same motives in the case of both the races, that they 
have the interests of the natives at heart, and that they are not forgetful of the 

services of their faithfyl and loyal officials, it is recommended that 
Government should re-consider their decision and not only allow Mr. Ndnd4 to 
complete his term of service, but also allow him an extension of one year more. 


The Arunodaya (20) of the 17th, the Suryodaya (21) of the 18th, the Satya 
Mitra (14) of the 21st, and the Satya Shodhak (36) of the 17th October, express 
similar sentiments. 


The Rast Goftdr (51) of the 17th October, in alluding to the Government 
Resolution, asking Mr. Nand Moroji to resign his office 
Disapproves of the Resolu- and to take his pension, observes that the comments 
tion of ra tome asking made by Mr. Justice Marriott on the Magistrate’s con- 
re a res, pe duct in the criminal case against Lilbai have furnished 
Government with a pretext to take this severe step. 
The accused was declared by the Magistrate not guilty of the charge brought 
against her ; but before he did this, there were twelve adjournments of the case, 
she was kept in custody for two months, and two months more were allowed 
to pass before the case was finally disposed of. Government called upon the 
Magistrate for an explanation which was soon furnished, and which satisfactorily a 
answered the accusations brought against him by Mr. Justice Marriott. But oe 
Government have formed a different opinion, and have passed the above 2 
Resolution, against which the public severely complain, admitting however that a 
the Magistrate’s conduct deserved severe censure only. Government find fault = 
with him for committing an error of judgment. They say that he misunder- 
stood his duties as a Magistrate, and allowed the authority of his court to be 
misused. They also praise him for his endeavour to promote an amicable 
settlement of the case, which it was his duty to bring about. Since he ‘has 
committed an error of judgment in discharging this duty, and as Government 
are unable to suspect anything else besides this, it seems that a mild censure 
should have been passed upon his conduct, and that asking him to resign his 
office and to take pension is an unwarrantably severe and unjust step. Aceord- 
ing to the views of Government, Mr. Dosabhai Framji sent the innocent Edwards 
to jail and Mr..N4n4 Moroji released the innocent Lilb4i from imprisonment ; = 
and yet Government have passed a mild rebuke upon the former and asked the <a 
latter to resign his office. This difference in dealing out justice is improper = 
and unjust. In another leader the Rdst Goftér enters into the details of ~ . > 
the explanation sent to Government by the Magistrate, and observes that | 
whatever he may have or may not have done, he has simply discharged 
his duty, and Mr. Marriott has unconsciously done him injustice. In a third a 
der on this subject, headed ‘ A series of adjournments in the administration a 
of justice,” the Rast Goftér observes that the principal and important complaint ss 
m regard to the Magistrate’s decision is that he took four months’ time to 
spose of the case, and that the innocent accused person was in prison for 
-four days and under police surveillance for the remaining period. This 
ckness in the dispensation of justice was dreadful, and the Magistrate 
eserved censure for it. But the blame falls more upon the Judicial Department 
the Magistrate, because a great delay has not occurred in Lilbdi’s <2 
fase or in the Third Magistrate’s court only; it happens in most cases in > 
ae as well as other courts, and the Third Magistrate has plainly stated that he i. 
invaniably decided more cases in a given time than what many other Ss 
Magistrates have done. It is difficult to find a more experienced, active, - # 
“reful, laborious, and regular Magistrate than Mr. Nand. He was engaged in 


Refers to the same. 
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his duties even on holidays for the convenience of counsels and _ solicitors. 
* gince -he has made the long delay, which isso very usual in all courts in 

disposing of the case, the blame of it falls more upon the judicial courts than 
upon him. After quoting some information from the Magistrate’s diary, giving 
the causes of the series of adjournments, the Rédst Goftdr observes that, 
firstly, the accused person had several times asked for and obtained several 
adjournments; secondly, the case being of such a nature as rendered amicable 
settlement desirable, there was a probability of it by making adjournments ; 
and, thirdly, the large number of cases represented by counsels and pleaders in 
his court obliged him to grant long adjournments. Complainants as well as 
defendants evinced a great desire to take their cases before Mr. Nand, and 
therefore his file ever remained heavy. These reasons caused great delay in 
Lilb4i’s case, and it was not made by him with an evil intention. (The 
Gujardti (65) of the same date briefly expresses some of the above sentiments.) 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 17th October, in noticing the same Government 


Resolution, concurs in the various sentiments expressed 


of the Govern- in it, and observes that it is quite evident that it was 
ment Resolution asking Mr. uniyst to keep a woman, who was afterwards found 
Nan& Moroji toresign andto . 


ae innocent, in prison for fifty-four days in a case which, as 
a gaeatemaase observed by Mr. Justice Marriott, a gotup maliciously. 
A close scrutiny of the Magistrate’s explanation and of the Resolution shows 
that though the latter appears very severe and unpleasant, yet it is just and 
proper. The Mitra, however, does not forget to praise the Magistrate for his 
long and able service, and to lament over its sad end. (The Bombay Chronicle 
(44) and the Yajddn Parast-(53) of the same date express similar sentiments.) 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (9) of the 21st October, referring to the place vacated 
by R4dv Bahadur Nané Moroji, recommends that it 
Is of opinion that the place should be conferred on Mr. Mahadev Govind Ranade. 


vacated by Mr. Nané Moroji 4 oe . ; 
hat te given to Rév Government have un various occasions expressed in 


Bahadur M. G. Ranade or SWeet words their willingness to promote the natives 
a a to high and responsible posts in the Uncovenanted 

Service, but very little has been practically done to 
show that the authorities are in earnest in expressing that willingness. Mr. 
Nand4 occupied the post of Presidency Magistrate so long that it has come to be 


regarded as one reserved for natives, and until it has been shown that there is 


no other native worthy of it, the appointment of an Englishman will be only 
regarded as a sign that Government do not wish to promote natives and to do 
them justice. It cannot be supposed that Government have any misgiving 
about Mr. Ranade’s qualifications, because he has creditably discharged the 
same duties in Bombay on a former occasion, and the Chief Justice of the High 
Court as well as the Bombay Government have already recommended him for 
an Assistant Judgeship. It has not yet transpired why such a post has not 
been conferred on him, but it will be only doing justice to that gentleman to 
confer on him the place vacated by Mr. Nand. If, however, Government are 
determined to give it to an Englishman, the Prakdsh is of opinion that Mr. 
Hamilton, the Deputy Collector of Ahmednagar, has the greatest claims to it. 
That gentleman satisfactorily discharged the duties of City Magistrate in Poona, 
but was unjustly removed elsewhere, because his superiors did not like him on 
account of the independence of character he showed in the management of the 
municipal affairs of that city. Most of the Government officers of the present 
day are full of imperialistic ideas and despise independence of character as a 
‘irtue. But Mr. Hamilton is an honourable exception to this rule, and deserves 
Eagehe If therefore the place vacated by Mr. Nand is to be given to an 
lishman, it should be conferred on Mr. Hamilton. 


The Gujardti (65) of the 17th October, in alluding to the report that either 
ne ' Mr. Ryan or Mr. Plunkett will get the post of the 
beste th, covernment to Third Magistrate of Police, Bombay, which will be 

the post of. the Third : 1] 
Magistrate of P olen’ Wess vacated by the retirement of Mr. Nané Moroji, prays 
a Native, % Government not to condemn all natives because Mr. 
Ndn4 happened to make a mistake. The natives 
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two objectionable acts of Sir James Fergusson’s Government have led the 
people to believe that His Excellency is severe towards the natives, and should 
the vacant post be given to a European, that belief will be confirmed, in which 
ease the fortune of the natives must be found fault with. 


The Akhbdére Sowddégar (50) of the 21st October observes that it is a 


ends Mr. Néngbhii well-known fact that some of the native members 
a Ha te the va. of the local Legislative Council are not only ignorant 
ae te the Local Legis- Of the English language, but also unable to express, 
lative Council caused by the in their own vernacular, native opinion on the 
death of the Honourable Mr. regsures brought before the Council, or to bring 
Murérji Gokuldss. forward suggestions in the interests of the ple 
whom they are believed to represent. Their presence in the Counci may 
therefore be as well dispensed with. It is hoped that-Sir James Fergusson 
Government will remove this undesirable state of things as opportunities 
present themselves. The late Honourable Mr. Mardrji Gokuld4s was an able 
and useful Councillor, and the vacancy created by his death should be filled u 
by the nomination of a deserving person. Many native gentlemen, able an 
fit to become good Councillors, will be found ; and it may not be out of place 
to reeommend Mr. Ndnabhdi Bairamji Jijibkai, whose great services to the 


_people, in the municipality as well as in other public matters, entitle him to the 
honour of a member of the legislature. 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 17th October, referring to the Presidency Small 
| Cause Courts Bill introduced into the Supreme 
Makes remarks "’ the Legislative Council by the Honourable Mr. Stokes, 
exwrone — says that as regards the proposal to change the 
procedure altogether at one stroke and to make it 
conform as far as possible with that of the other courts by extending many of 
the provisions of the new Civil Procedure Code to the courts in question, there is 
no objection to the change except that it is sudden, and as such will go somewhat 
hard in the beginning as all such changes do. With regard to the second 
amendment as regards the extension of the pecuniary limit of the jurisdiction of 
the court to all civil suits up to Rs,.2,000, the change will, no doubt, be well 
received by the traders. An appeal, however, ought to be allowed in cases 
wherein the sum sued for exceeds Rs. 1,000, but it should be rather to the Full 
Bench of the Small Cause Court than to the High Court. One améndment 
seems to be quite inconsistent with the object which Government seems to have 
in view. Ifthe legislature means to make the procedure less expensive than 
what it is at present, why should the Small Cause Court have no jurisdiction 
in suits for the recovery of immovable property. Sach a provision would 
induce people rather to abandon their claims than incur the expense of conduct- 
ing acase in thé High Court. Itis true that the cases will be better dealt 
with by the High Courts, but justice thus obtained would be too dear for 
ordinary men. As to the form of the Bill, the Star thinks it highly objection- 
able to incorporate by mere reference the sections of the Civil Code as has been 
done. It is better to give the provisions in extenso in their proper places. 


The same referring to the recent transfer of the inspection of primary schools 
Refers to the recent 10 the Revenue officers, says; “ We are unable to guess 
transfer of the inspection of Whatsubstantial groundsmusthavesuggested the present 
1 y Schools from the Government Resolution transferring the duty of Deputy 
ce to the Hevenue Inspectors to the Assistant Collectors. If Government 
nor means that Deputy Inspectors, having had no frequent 
*pportunities of getting an intimate knowledge of the talukas and the primary 
Schools therein, are unable to materially advance the interests of prim 
education, we can believe it to be true, for, it cannot be doubted that the 
Assistant Collectors have more opportunities of visiting the taluka towns and 
ges by the very nature of their work, and thus they can be expected to watch 
Mite more care how the primary schools are working. But here is the great 
bees How can young European gentlemen be expected to have that intimate 
th owledge of the vernaculars of the several télukas which is essential to enable 


©m to examine the primary schools. No knowledge of law or polite manners 


have 3 right to this post, and Government ought not to pass it over. One or 
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masters will have the same frequent danger of failing into clutches of the 
hot-headed European youths that now awaits the fate of many a Taluka 
Mémlatdér. For meee Hite we are unable to pry into the motives of Government 
in making this great change in the inspecting machinery of the primary 
schools.” 3 on 

The Dina Bandhu (8) of the same date, referring to the same, says that 
the scheme is an excellent one, but much will depend 
on the earnestness, zeal, and sincere exertions of the 
officers concerned to make it successful. | 


The Prabhakar (3) of the 20th October, referring to the same, says that 
the new arrangement will “hamper the Deputy 
— Inspectors with two masters—one local in the person of 
the Collector and the other central in that of the Director of Public Instruction— 
between the both of whom the hitherto how-now-to-do-it and circumlocatory 
stem so peculiar to British official doings will reach the happy climax of driving 
the much envied Inspector to a state of detraction and reducing him to a mere 
cypher. We fail to see moreover what particular qualities a Revenue officer 
possesses to be able to control and advise an educational one, or how there could 
be any harmonious. or beneficial co-operation between officers uf two very 
distinct departments.” | 


The Shivdji (17) of the 15th October, referring to the same, says that it is 
} somewhat desirable that the Revenue officers should 
on have a hand in the management of primary schools, 
because it will add a little to the importance of those schools when the Collector 
or the M4mlatddér conducts the examinations. It is doubtful whether it will 
have any effect in inducing the ryots to send their children to school. But 
unless the Assistant Collectors are well versed in the native dialects and 
University graduates are appointed as Mamlatdars, no practical benefit will be 
derived from the new rules. The present Mamlatddérs are mere clerks well 
versed in casting accounts and in book-keeping, who have risen to their present 
posts by gradation ; they are therefore not qualified to inspect or examine the 
schools. It is only when a larger number of graduates is appointed to the posts 
of Mémlatddrs that the new rules will be of any practical value. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 17th October, referring to the flying rumours 
eo of the day, says: “ If India be as a volcano, the 
veniouss of the dag. ys source of danger must be within herself, for a voleano 
is provided with fire within its own bosom, and when- 
ever an eruption occurs, it is as much the result of ‘spontaneous combustion’ 
as was the lamentable demise of Jacob Faithful’s mother. No spark nor other 
inflammatory influence from without is either required nor would it be 
competent to raise to the heavens the hurricane of molten lava which devastates 
whole districts and swallows up towns. The fact of the matter is that we have 
more to apprehend from within than from without. No amount of incitement 
with which we may be threatened from without can work upon a contented 
people. And the sooner our alarmist rulers recognise this fact, the better for 
their peace of mind.” 


on their part would be of any avail. Besides, we think the ae village school- 
the 


Refers to the same. 


The Vengurla Vritia (34) of the 14th October 
wae a0..the...financial ra vrag— ate John Strachey severely to task for the 
financial blunder. 


The Nésik Vritta (37) of the 16th October refers to the important services 
—— of His Excellency the Duke of Buckingham during 
doing every condense the the late famine, and is glad to hear that the natives 
Duke of Buckingham at his Fre doing him great honour on the occasion of his 
*pproaching departure. approaching departure to England. 


The same contrasts the scheme of reduction proposed by the Australian 
Refers to the scheme of G0Vernment to meet a deficit in that country with 
reduction proposed by the the statement made by Lord Hartington that no 
vernment. reduction was practicable in the administrative 

| machinery of this country. 
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The Nydya Sindhu (39) of the 18th October brings forth statistics to show 

3 that while the public revenue is steadily increasing, 

ae Cas on ar the expenditure is rising in the same proportion. 

a POE ' So that it would seem that the indebted condition of 

India is to continue for ever, and that the natives are to become more and more 
impoverished. : 

A correspondent of the Shivaji (17) of the 15th October says, if it be asked 

why the same British Government rules England, 

Is of opinion that the Ceylon and India on different principles, the answer 

uot conmition of gy 1, %o that question is that the people of this country are 

pel — ignorant, and do not know how to protect their rights. 

All reform therefore is impossible until the people 

awake from their state of ignorance. | 


A correspondent of the Natire Opinion (8) of the 17th October, writing 


The license-tax as levied 


-; aath Shaieil of heavy assessments under the license-tax in that 
district. 


The Vengurla Vritia (34) of the 14th October, referring to the Game 
Preservation Bill, disapproves of the arguments 
. een Bal the Game }rought in favour of the measure by the Honourable 
Mr. Ashburner. The mofussil officers do not find any 
difficulty in the supply of meat while on tour, because it is well known that the 
village officers are always very careful about supplying the authorities with 
whatever they stand in need of. It is even said that sheep and poultry are 
often bought without being paid for. It is true that hunting 1s calculated to 
foster a martial spirit among the officers, but surely that object is not to be 
secured by depriving hundreds of poor people of the means of livelihood. 
Then again, it is too much to suppose that the proposed measure will really 
bring about greater social intercourse between the two races. ‘The only object 
of the Bill seems to be to increase game so as to afford every facility to the 
mofussil officers to obtain what they want without much difficulty ; but in 
addition to the Bhils, Kolis, Katkaris, and other people being deprived of their 
means of livelihood, an increase of game is calculated to injuriously affect 
agriculture, especially in the neighbourhood of jungles. 


The Shubha Suchak (29) of the 15th October complains of the severity of the 
Forest Law, especially of the new rules regarding that 

Ps co aaa _— subject, and nn that they should have been passed 
| during the regime of His Excellency Sir James 

F ergusson, as they are more in accordance with the spirit of the former admi- 
nistration. The Suchak is sorry to find that people have already begun to 
entertain doubts as regards the benefits likely to accrue from the advent of the 
hew Governor. It is also supposed that the severe measures adopted by His 
Excellency are owing to his being guided by the Revenue officers in the Council. 
However that may be, there can be no question that the rules are insufferably 
severe and detrimental to the interests of free trade, and are so many obstacles 
in the way of the means of livelihood and of numerous conveniences of the ryots. 
It is proper therefore that His Excellency should modify the rules so as to 
make them more suitable to the requirements of the people. The words “ timber” 
and “ produce of the jungle” are made so comprehensive that it is a crime even 
’ remove moss from the jungles. When the Government think it proper to 
eprive the ryots of the right of bringing wood from the public lands for 
“ecting their huts and making ploughs and other implements of husbandry, it 
s difficult to understand how the ryots can afford to buy it for that purpose. 
> cabana ae openly declare that they do not wish to interfere with the rights of 
Ft ale i and yet their actions belie their words. Is this to be called “reformed 
ors or 1s it anything better than beating a person after plugging his 
uh When it is declared that jungle produce is removable by certain roads 
mesg can only be said that Government are bent upon doing all they can to 
pny ah ryots. So also when the latter are prevented even from taking 
aa icinal barks and shrubs from the jungles to save the lives of their 
ons and friends, only one conclusion can be drawn that money is dearer to 


from Kumthé in ‘North Kdnara, mentions several cases . 
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the Government than the lives of its subjects. - The officers and servants of the 
Forest Department have been vested with such unlimited powers that, upwards 
of two thousand criminal cases arose during the-last year from the Forest Law, 


and it is needless to say that the number will be enormously swollen under the 


new rules. Many a poor man will be fined or imprisoned simply for attempting 
to satisfy the wants of nature. Having derived an annual income of about 
four lacs of rupees during the last ten years, after deducting the heavy. expen- 
diture, thé Government naturally became greedy ; but it has never occurred to 
the mighty officers of Government what misery they entail on the ryots to 
accomplish their wishes. Getting large salaries themselves, they remain in 
blissful ignorance of the real character of their enactments. As the adminis- 
tration of this country has providentially fallen into the hands of the 
civilized British Government, it is natural to expect that they would make 
the natives forget the despotism of the Moguls, .but it is to be regretted that 
the recent legislative enactments are very far from exhibiting any such 
tendency. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 19th ge in alluding to the two cases 

: of torture by the police, which recently came to light— 
Keath ee pewves oto in haiilgdh vind the ther in the Richodaaone 
the infliction of torture on District—observes that Government ought not to 
accused persons by the remain satisfied with the punishment of the offenders. 
_ mofussil police. _ Leaving aside for the present the fact that the tortured 
do not get compensation for the tortures inflicted upon them by the police, 
it is not reasonable to suppose that no other cases than those which have come 
to light have occurred. It is not an easy thing to expose the mofussil police in 
this matter. Very few persons can do so, and hence it is probable that many 
cases of torture do not come to light. It behoves the authorities to adopt 
stringent measures to prevent their occurrence in future. The actual offenders 
are punished, but their superiors whose duty it is to superintend them, and by 
whose negligence in the proper discharge of their duty these occurrences 
take place, ought also to be visited with due punishment. : 


The Subodha Patrika (6) of the 17th October, referring to the late case 


of torture by the police of Khandesh, which resulted 
‘ Psa — re ~ in the death of a poor Bhil woman, says that such 
the va ly sacri * cases will always -happen as long as the Européan 


police officers as well as the Government do not look 
upon such acts with displeasure. 


The same says that salt is become thrice as dear as corn in the Ratndégiri 


District, and that it is likely to be productive of disease 

Describes the sufferings of on account-of its being mixed with earth. It is said 
the gar a te ge that Government closed the salt-pans of Ratndgiri, 
: ee Malwan,and Vengurla last year at the recommendation 
of Mr. A. Crawford, who has a thorough experience of 

the condition of the people in the Ratndgiri District, and who is always anxious 
to study their welfare. If this statement is correct, it must be confessed 
that Mr. Crawford paid no attention to the miserable condition of the people, 
but only looked to the benefit to be derived by Government from the closing 
of the salt-pans, which being situated at long distances from one another yielded 
comparatively a small return for the money spent on their supervision. The 
enhanced land assessments, the Local Funds, the Municipal rates, the license- 
tax and the heavy salt-tax, all these combined fall heavily upon the people, 
especially the last one, because no one can do without salt. It is not permis- 
sible fur anybod y to keep more than 40 shers of salt in his possession without 
ahcense. ‘The population of the Ratndgiri District is very poor, and requires 
Comparatively a large quantity of salt on account of its peculiar diet. In the 
first place those. people cannot afford to buy even as much salt as is allowed, 
but if anybody should wish to do so, he is prevented by the law. It is 
therefore necessary to buy the article in small quantities as it may be 
required, and as sometimes the stock in the possession of the licensed vendors 


‘Shearly exhausted and no fresh supply is easily procurable in the rainy 


salt 
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season, people are obliged to pay whatever those persons choose to demand, 
as they cannot go without the article. There have been many European officers 
=n Ratn4giri, but no one is remembered by the people thereof so universally and 
‘ with such affection as is Mr. A. Crawford. It is therefore earnestly hoped 
that the popular Mr. Crawford will take the case of the poor people into his 
Lind consideration, and recommend the Government to establish salt depéts near 
the customs offices so as to afford facilities to the licensed vendors and the 
people to purchase salt whenever they like. 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 18th October, writing from 
‘ ' Jamkhindi, says that although there isa Deput 
Makes certain educational I eae d, 

“a Inspector whose duty it is to inspect all the schools 
visi in that State, he is unable to do justice to his work 
as he has two different duties to perform and several sehools remain unexamined 
for four years together in consequence. There is a school at Segunshi for the 
last five years, but it has not once been visited by the Deputy. The writer 
js of opimion therefore that there should be an independent Deputy for 
Jamkhindi. He also states that the Vernacular School No. 1 in that city yearly 
sends seven or eight boys for admission into the Zilla School, but not one even 
passes the entrance examination. It is therefore recommended that a new 
master, who has received some college training, should be appointed to that 
school, 


The Deshi Mitra (66) of the 21st October observes that some Dhed children 
having been admitted ito the Government school 
Disapproves of the order of the village of Karamsad in the Nadidd Td4luka, 
of the Educational Inspector, the children of the high-class Hindus have ceased 
. s igo yr “hildren 2ttending it. The master of the school reported the 
into Government schools. matter to the Educational Inspector, and requested 
orders. The latter has issued instructions that the 
Dhed children should be made to sit in the front room of the school-house, and, 
if they be Christians, to make them sit in a separate room of the building; and if, 
notwithstanding this, the children of the high-caste Hindus discontinue to attend 
the institution, they should not be admitted into any other Government school. 
What sort of justice is this? exclaims the Mitra. Though the cultivators 
maintain the schools, yet their children are to be sent adrift, in order that one or 
two Dhed children may be taught! It is not right to dissatisfy the natives on 
such flimsy grounds. 


The Kalpataru (26) of the 17th October complains of the new site of the 

Vernacular School No. 1 at Sholadpar, and hopes that 

ee of the new some place in Kasb4 Peth should be closen for that 

e Vernacular School . . 

No. 1 at Shol4pur. purpose, as the parents of most of the children attending 

that school live in that quarter. ‘There are about 60 

indigenous schools in all parts of the city, but the higher classes prefer to send 
their children to the Government schools if they can conveniently do so. 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 17th October observes that during the last 
Prays the Government of three or four years several Europeans in India made 
India to adoptstrongmeasures murderous attacks on their servants and brought about 
‘oprevent the death of natives their death. It cannot be told when this their 
ao attacks dangerous habit will cease. Of the Europeans who 
were guilty of this crime many have escaped the 
punishment they deserved, while. trifling punishments were inflicted upon 
the rest. This has made several’ persons of the lower class of Europeans 
indifferent to the seriousness of the crime, and several natives have thereby 
lost their lives. Hitherto the former made murderous attacks upon native 
males, but of late they have taken to act similarly to native females. The Mitra 
then notices the death of a native woman which occurred at Madras at the 
hands of a European soldier who has been sentenced to be hanged for the 
‘rime ; and of an Ayah at Allahabad at the hands of a Mr. Robertson, 


and prays the Government of India to adopt strong measures to prevent the 
°Ccurrence of such crimes hereafter. 
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Acorrespondent of the same observes that no benefit appears to have been 


derived from the, agricultural class opened in 


Recommends that a practical connection with the High School in each ofthe four © 


ee i mecion to phe age cities of that province, because the teachers of these 


agricultural classes in Gujarat. classes are themselves either students or do not 

possess the requisite experience. These classes ought 
therefore to be closed, and a class in the central city should be opened, and 
a practical American agriculurist should be appointed as its teacher. If he 
first obtains experience of the agriculture of this country before commencing 
his work, he would prove: of great service since the mode of cultivation in 


the two countries is nearly alike and great progress has been made in 


agricultural improvements in America. The Mitra recommends the proposal 
to the favorable consideration of Government. 


The Yajdan Parast (53) of the 17th October observes, on the authority of 
the information furnished to it by a correspondent, 
Requests Government te that large numbers of cattle have died during the last 


adopt the neeessary measures — : 
nS the eniiladiieneos few months in the Umbargaon Peta of the Ddhdnu 


which has carried away about dluka of the Thana Zilla from some kind of epidemic, 
two thousand and five and several ryots have thereby suffered a great loss. 
hundred cattle inthe Umbar- Qut of the 405 cattle of the village of Sanjin, 254 have 
gaum Peta of the Dahanu died; Bhilad has lost 307, Jaroli 323, Dhdnoli, 
Taluka of the Thana Zilla ‘ ; : 
during the last few months,  Deheli, Uplé, and Karmalé have lost 532, seven 
| | villages 570, and other fifteen villages 612. Thus 
more than two thousand and five hundred cattle have Wied from the epidemic 


‘ in that poor tdluka, and several ryots have no eattle left to till their lands. 


Again, “if the dead cattle are not buried and are thrown outside the villages 
exposed to the sun, a serious epidemic may arise. It was the duty of the village 
Pétils, the Mdémlatdér and the Collector to adopt due measures to check the 
cattle epidemic ; but the correspondent observes that this has not been done. 
It behoves Government therefore to make no delay whatever in taking the 
necessary steps. 
The Loka Mitra (55) of the 17th October, in noticing the report for the past 
year of the number of serpents and wild beasts 
_ Requests Government to destroyed, and of the number of men and cattle killed 
RE vid Phas 9 _ by them, observes that it is gratifying that Government 
tion of serpents and wild t@kes great interest in, and spends a large amount 
beasts. for, the destruction of these dangerous animals ; but 
since in spite of these efforts a large number of men 
are killed by them, it is desirable that the expenditure for their destruction 
should be increased. The value of the rewards paid for their destruction is 


small. For instance the reward for killing a tiger is about Rs. 12, and hence 


very few people endanger their lives to earn it. Only those persons who are so 
poor as to think it better to die than to live in misery are tempted by the small 
reward. There is nothing wrong in the municipalities tontributing to these 
rewards as desired by Government ; but their condition is not so thriving as to 
enablethem to do so. Government also observe that the authorities should 

eely grant licenses for carrying arms to those who need them for their own 
protection. HH this order is properly brought into force, the destruction of men 
and cattle from serpents and wild beasts will be considerably cheeked. 


the road, sq 
, in them. T 
and hopes that, as recommended by it several times before, a sufficient number 
of policemen will be stationed on this road. 


The Duniddéd (75) of the 19th October states that a tiger has appeared 
: within the precincts of the village of Sura Shémal. 


cnecnsts the authorities It is small, and has made its habitation near Réjli 
which has appeared f mad Maté. A few days ago it carried away 2 female child 


Shamal. from the gate of the village of Kanjoda, and recently 


bit a cultivator of Sura Shdmal. The authorities 


' . should find out and dispose of the beast. 
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was to be done in Afghanistan has been accomplished, 
Kandahar has not been evacuated, but, on the other 
| hand, arrangements are being made toleavein it an 
army of ten thousand men during the ensuing winter. The reasons said to 
be assigned for the latter step are that it is n to watch Ayub Khan 
after his arrival at Herat, and to see what decision the Ministry give as to the 
occupation of that city. But the reasons are trifling compared with the grave 
character of the risk involved in the adoption of the step. By remaining much 
longer in Afghanistan, the British Government is likely to be involved in new 
difficulties. Supposing Ayub Khan re-appears before Kandahar with a new army, 
as rumour says he will, there need be no fear of him, if it 1s evacuated at once; 
and even if he takes it, there would be no anxiety about it, Again, the whole 
of the country between the Indian frontiers and Kandahar suffers from a scarcity 
of provisions and fodder, and a large expenditure will be incurred in- provision- 
ing the troops at Kandahar against the ensuing winter. There is no reason 
why the Ministry should take such a long time to decide the question about the 
retention of this city. Lord Lawrence and those who approve of his policy 
have already declared that Kandahar should not be retained; and recent 
experience points in the same direction. Lord Hartington has in Parliament 
as well as out of it shown himself in favour of its evacuation. By delaying the 
decision new risks are undertaken, and more cost on account of the war is 
incurred. Even if contrary to all recommendations the Ministry have decided 


Recommends the immediate 
evacuation of Kandahar. 


The Akhbdére Sowddgar (50) of the 18th October observes that, according 
to the latest rumours Ayub has been well received at 
Herat, and has obtained help from the people of that 
city to make another attack on the British forces at 
Kandahar; but this news seems to have produced 
little effect on the British Government. Troops are returning with great speed. 
to India, and no arrangement seems to have been made to increase the small 
garrison of that city. Ifthe reports received from it be true, it is not safe that 
its defence should be left to the small force which has no help near at hand. 
The people of that city and its neighbourhood have become so much afraid of 
hostilities being soon re-commenced as not to have commenced sowing 
operations. Already a scarcity of provisions and fodder prevails there, and it 
is likely to affect the garrison hereafter ; while further re-inforcements will onl 
increase the scarcity. On the whole, it seems judicious to withdraw the troops 
from that city to a place nearer to India, so that a clash with Ayub and the 
sufferings from a scanty supply of provisions may be avoided. 


The Rast Goftdér (51) of the 17th October, in alluding to the consultation 

" held at Quetta, between Mr. Lyall, Colonel St. John, 
of a ira ns pecdag sersirg General Roberts and Sir Robert Sandeman, as to 
Government. a what should be done with Kandahar, observes that 
its result is not yet known,*but it is said that 

General Roberts entertains the opinion that Kandahar should be retained by 
the British, and that the frontier railway should be carried to that city. It is 


Recommends the _ with- 
drawal of troops from Kan- 
dahar. 


Us 


very probable: that the victorious General holds the view attributed to him; © 


but as observed by the London Correspondent ofthe Times of India, military 
officers do not like to give up what they have conquered by the sword. The 
same correspondent also states that the Manchester merchants recommend the 
ccupation of Kandahar in the interests of commerce. Thus military men and 
merchants are in favour of its retention ; but the statesmen ought not to be 
guided by their opinion, as they are incompetent to form a sound judgment on 
al subject, which ought to be properly considered by the statesmen 
themselves. His Excellency the Viceroy has committed a mistake in despatch- 
ing the Foreign Secretary to consult with the General, whose opinion will onl 
lead him. His Excellency the Viceroy and his Council are quite able to 
ecide the question, and they may be reminded that though military officers 
and merchants may be dazzled by the fanciful prospects of the occupation, every 


"dependent enquiry has shown that it is indiscreet to retain Kandahar, and 


this vit 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 18th October observes that though what 
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‘this is the opinion of the London Times and the rest of the English Press; 
as well as of Mr. Lepel Griffin, who possesses great experience of Afghan affairs. 
The Dunidddd (75) of the 19th October contains a conversation between 
_ two friends, one of whom observes that on reading an 
Observes oo ee article in a pamphlet he thinks that the Hindu subjects 
we Risban ge. of the Indian Empire were somewhat dissatisfied with 
eiate _ Government, and that it is true that the present 
policy of Government is dissatisfactory ; as for instance, the cost of the Afghan 
war has been unjustly thrown upon India. The other speaker begins with the 
remark that the Government have ever been just and wise; but implies that it 
is not fair to charge the war expenses to impoverished India, and to maintain 
the reserved military force in England at her cost: 


kee an ti The Arunodaya (20) of the 17th October is of 

ucke rapes - opinion that to prevent further complications in 

—— — ee Afghanistan, Kandahar should be given up to the 
Amir, and the army withdrawn. : 


N. ative States. 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 18th October, referring to the Udepur trial, 

| ., says that as that State is an independent one, and 

Raton to te Uiapee iol subject only to the Gaekwar, and as both those States 

have their own criminal jurisdiction, it is to be greatly regretted that the 

Government should attempt to deprive them of that power, and thereby create 
a feeling of misgiving in the minds of the Native Princes generally. 


The Shivdji (17) of the 15th October, referring to the same, says that it is 

: an important question whether the British Government 
ee can interfere in the internal affairs of an independent 
Native State which has its own criminal and civil jurisdiction. It is not just for 
the Government, because they are all-powerful to deprive the Native States of 
their independent functions. It is not in this country alone that: royal 


personages commit crimes. Even in the most civilized countries, adultery,. 


infanticide, killing the foetus, and other heinous crimes are perpetrated by 
members of the reigning family ; but who has ever conducted an enquiry into 
those acts? Who has ever brought them before a Magistrate ? Would it be 
right for a foreign power in such cases to interfere and pounce upon the culprit, 
because he has not been tried by his own government? If such a supposition 
is absurd, is it just that it should not be so in India? The present inquiry is 
calculated to affect injuriously the condition of all the Native Princes in India, 
and to curtail their independence to a very great extent. It is said that the Rajé 
of Udepur will refer the matter to the Privy Council, and it is therefore highly 
desirable that all the Native Princes should get the matter settled on this occasion 
once for all; for, if they remain indifferent now, they will probably suffer in the 
end; and as the British Government is just, there is not the slightest doubt that 
their petition will be duly considered by it. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (9) of the 11th October, referring to the same, says: 
“¢ All oriental nationalities set the highest value on the 
chastity of their females, and according to oriental 
notions death alone is the proper punishment for female unchastity. But all 
this is especially true of the Rajputs, and it will be remembered that the accused 
Prince is a Rajput by caste. They value female chastity even more than life, 
there have not been wanting many instances in the history of the Rajput States 
1n which Rajput Princes are known to have put all their females to the sword 
or killed them by some other means before proceeding to a battle-field on 
occasions when it was clearly seen that everything depended upon the result 
of a single battle, lest the females should fall into the hands of the enemy.” 


The Bombay Samdchdar (48) of the 22nd October, in alluding to the completion 

of the enquiry into the charge of murder brought 
aaeerves oo ~ evidence against Chandrasing, observes that Mr. har Meni 
is aan oe a panne kl sent in his report on the case on which Government are 
ageinst Chandrasing, isfavor- +0 give their decision. For the sake of the accused, his 
tohim relatives, and the public, who are all naturally very 


Refers to the same. 
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anxious to know the result as early as possible, it behoves Government to give 

their decision soon. On judging of the evidence given by the thitty witnesses 
for the prosecution by the definition of the crime of murder given in the 
Indian Penal Code, it does not seem that a British jury will convict Chandrasing 
of the crime. Every witness stated that the accused had used a thin stick to 
beat his late wife, and about four witnesses alone spoke of a sword having been 
sed. ‘The witnesses contradicted each other as to the condition of the 
deceased after she was beaten ; but none of them stated that she bore, after the 
beating, the appearance of one approaching death. One or two witnesses as 
well as Chandrasing have stated that the deceased felt ashamed of her own 
wrong conduct, and expressed her resolution to commit suicide. Though it 
has not been proved that she actually did so, yet considering that the deceased 
was a Rajput woman and showed some courage in leaving the palace to go to 
Sidat, it does not look improbable that she should carry out her resolution to 
destroy herself. Whether she committed suicide or died from some other 
cause matters little in this place, since it has not been proved that Chandrasing 
murdered her openly or made a murderous assault on her so as to cause her 
death. Again, since all the witnesses were in police custody at Godhra for 
more than two months, it cannot for a moment be suspected that they were 
tampered with at least in favor of the accused. 


The Gujardéi (65) of the 17th October observes that the enquiry into the 


accusation of murder brought against Chandrasing of 

Wishes that a Court com- Chotta Udepur, has caused anxiety in the minds of 
posed of the oF tans most of the Native Princes and Chiefs, and they have 
to Meret’ pee on decide therefore given their attention to the recommendation 
disputes in which those made by Lord Stanley of Alderley that a Court 
Chiefs are interested. composed of non-official members should be established 
in India. The representatives of the Chiefs and 

Princes of Kéthidwdd at Rajkot are trying to get up a petition to Government to 
constitute a Commissioner’s Court, and a correspondent states that a certain 
person is trying to arrange for sending a deputation to Parliament to pray for 
the same, and to collect funds to defray its expenses. The Bhdydd Court at 
Rajkot does not seem to have worked satisfactorily, as the Chiefs as well as their 
Bhaydds sometimes complain of its decisions. Ifa court such as is recommended 
by Lord Stanley is established, it would remove the existing complaints on this 


subject. It is true that many times Commissioners are appointed to decide such — 


cases; but the public opinion is that justice is not obtained by that means, as 
the Commissioners are appointed by Government. The court. desired by the 


Chiefs of Kéthid4wad should consist of persons selected by them fogether with a 
President appointed by Government. 


The same contains a communication, the writer of which observes that 
most people of this country, including the Gujarati 
Praca that the British itself, supposed without making proper enquiries that 
aus a = — though the Natives Chiefs, their sons or other relations 
ught against Chandrasing ™ay act improperly, the British Government has no 
of Chhoté Udepur. right to enquire into their conduct; and on this 
supposition base their sentiments about the enquiry 
gong on at Godhra. But from the time of the late East India Company’s rule 
the Native Princes have acknowledged the sovereignty of the British Crown, and 
= since then kept under supervision. ‘The British authorities are not so 
thoughtless as to interfere with matters in which they have no legitimate 
oe The paramount Government enjoys full right to interfere in the 
a be ustration of the Second Class Chiefs of Kdéthidwdd. They and their 
rilects are subject to the authority of Government. The Chieh of Chhoté 
“pur 1s not independent, and the following extract from Mr. Aitchison’s book 
Proves this. (The extract is from a letter written to the British Government 
Tere Chief on 28th June 1822, acknowledging himself as their ‘‘ Servant.” 
mee ntish Government cannot therefore justly neglect to take due notice of 
¥ erg cases. The question of jurisdiction was raised on the occasion of 
The Ch é Gaekwad’s trial, but Government had every right to undertake it. 
‘nee of Chhoté Udepur did not enquire into the serious accusation 
ght against his son, and the British Government had therefore every right to 


— mneameeeeeeee 


make an enqui into it. However, Government ought to have, as a matter of 
courtesy, asked the Chief to make the enquiry, and if he had not done so, 
or not done it properly, then only it should have commenced it. The Native 


_ Chiefs, as a rule, do not act properly, and need the control of the paramount 
Government. ' 


The Arunodaya (20) of 17th October hears that after the present poppy 


crop is gathered, there is to be no cultivation of it in 


Believes that the cultivation His Highness the Nizam’s territory, from which it 


of is prevented by 
ees t in the Nizam’s 


territory. 


appears that the British Government have deprived 
that State of the right of producing opium. It is no 


doubt the duty of the Government to see that the 
public revenue does not suffer and to try to increase it, but it is not’ just to 


prohibit such an important Native State as that of His Highness the Nizam 
from producing any crops it likes. If the Government goes on placing restric- 
tions in the Native States on the production and manufacture of salt and opium 


as well as on the sale of liquors and the growth of forests, those States will suffer 
heavily in their incomes. 


The Indu Prakash (4) of the 18th October ve ‘ “We a to —— 

, unsatisfactory accounts of the state of things in Cutch. 

PP gag 0 mane of We pace last time instances of the administrative 
Jasbhéi from the Divanship caprices of Major Reeves, and we are now told 
of Cutch. dismissals, frowns and cajolery have become the order 
of the day, and are in full swing there. The Government has allowed the 
Political Agent every liberty to do his duty as he likes, and having turned 
out an honest and painstaking Divdn, who knew the worth of the salt he ate 
and the responsibilities of his office, chosen as he was by the special directions 
of the late Rav, Major Reeves is now the monarch of all he sees. All this is 
the result of what {is aptly styled ‘backstairs influence.’ Or else the 


Government would not have committed itself to so flagrant a piece of imperious 
high-handedness.” 


A correspondent of the Hitechhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 21st October 


states that the authorities at Baroda attend very slowly 
Complains that the Baroda tothe petitioners who are residents of the districts of 
oe do _ — that State, and who come to the capital city to seek 
of seiiidionsien pane redress, and that consequently the latter have to spend 
from the districts. much money and time, and suffer other losses from a 
long absence from their homes. It is therefore hoped 


that the Divén will compel the authorities to transact the business of these 
petitioners expeditiously. 


Railways. 


The Rdst Goftar (51) of the 17th October, in alluding to the alteration made 

| in the time-table of the B. a i C. aS paraded from 
. e ds the Ist proximo, observes that from that date the night 
et eriete os sate will be dieeniianed ned thn ein. ae 
B. B. and G5: Relwsy - from Colaba at ah S,* This arrangement will be 
regards the mail- which inconvenient as regards the Bombay mail. The mail- 
wul run after the 1st proximo. train now leaves Bombay at 9 p.m., and the post for 
| Guiarat is received at the General Post Office in 

Bombay till 7-30 p.m. The mail-train from Ahmedabad arrives at 5 a.m. 
and the post is distributed at 8am. The ple therefore get ample time 
to dispose of and send replies to the letters received in the morning. The 
new arrangement, which is to come into force from 1st proximo, takes away this 
‘onvenience, and will create, it is feared, new inconveniences. From that date 
~ Gujarat post will be distributed in Bombay at 10 a.m. at the earliest, and 
ay hours only will be left to dispose of and send replies. The new arrangement 


80 inconvenient as regards Viramgaum and Vadhvin. The Bombay mail- 
oe wil arrive at Vadhvan at 10-50 a.m., and the Ahmedabad mail-train will 


‘ve it at 12-40 p.m. for Bombay, and hence the latter will leave it before the 
red by the former train is distributed. Again, the alteration made in 


ight travelling is considered a great blessing. Passengers 


our of the departure of the mail-train is inconvenient. to the gers 
“ho. N do not feel 


18 

mach heat or cold at night; they can work during the day and take rest or 
travel at night. The new arrangement will compel people to leave aside their 
day’s work in order to go by the mail-train, and to get down at the different 


stations at the inconvenient and cold hours of the night. They will reach 
Surat at 11 p.u., and Broach and Baroda at midnight. 


Miscellaneous. 


The Dnyéna Prakdsh (9) of the 18th October reports a case of dacoity on | 


. the night of the 10th at Pimpalgaum in the Junnar 
tet Poses — dacoity T4luka of the Poona Zilla. Property worth about 200 


rupees is said to have been taken away by the dacoits, 
who also ill-treated the owner of it. 


The Dnydn Bodhak (33) of the same date describes some miraculous 

A ene SS ae nee agr — : CRE a of ae 

moports a ~ deity at nchi in the Hubli uka of the 

oe — Dhé- wiz Zilla, which is said to be wounded in two 

places and bleeding for the lust ten or twelve days in spite of the attempts of the 

police to stop the wounds. A similar miracle is said to have occurred about 

forty years ago. Crowds of people from the surrounding districts are flocking to 
the silage witness the wonderful occurrence. 


The Satya Shodhak (36) of the 17th October, referring to the report lately 
forwarded to the Secretary of State by Mr. Alexander, 


Pee the working classes 4), Superintendent of the Jamaica Island, in which 


it is stated that many natives of India have successfully 
established themselves on the island as agriculturists, 376 of whom recently left 
for Calcutta to visit their native land, exhorts the labouring classes to emigrate 
to that Island, by which their circumstances will be greatly improved, and this 
country will, to a certain extent, be eased of its surplus population. 


The Khdndesh Vaibhav (41) of the 15th October says that there was no 


rain in that district in the beginning of the monsoon, 

Deeceibes yd — * — and that sowing operations were commenced on the 

: strength of the rainfall in September. But the crops 

are sorely in need of more rain, of which however there 

is now little hope. There is already a deficiency of fodder in jungles, and the 
supply of water promises to be insufficient. . 


Almost all the papers express their sorrow for the untimely death of the 
Honourable Mr. Murdrji Gokaldds, C.S.1. 


D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
27th October 1880. | 
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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS 


For the Week ending 30th October 1880. 


oie i Number 
No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. of copies 
Enc.ish 
*] | The Indiar Spectator ..................... HOUAORY 2.000. .) 00 Weekly 300 
ee 8. | eheen tey | Do. 300 
ANGLO-MARA‘THI. 
ee UN WN oo... cs csccncseiees ssscneps Bombay ............ Daily ~ 850 
Fe AME III. ccnncescnccscdeinvessess BA seater Weekly 1,200 
BR 1 gp RIOR nnn nec ccseciepe specs BO  iicostcceres Do. 400 
4 MS FRTERD, oo acvcccucoccscecees | EE eon y Do, 1,600 
Bet) ION 5 cs cnienseneanbersoneens BM. ecewicnnuntsh Do. 325 
8 ol cew acca Oe Do. 300 
yy De eee C...-.....0:, eaieaes TI cecacevessened Bi-weekly ’ 700 
10 | ,  Dnydn Chakshu............. os ea T. - cnpeacwetiices Weekly . 1,000 
ee I cence Oe Do. ---| 1,390 

2-| .. Mahdrashitva Mitra .................. CEE Biccnsccnecnessns Do. 250 

13 | , Bodha Sudhakar ...........0...0c000: Me ae Do. 275. 
MARATHI. 

*14 | The ccc o:c waakideueaet +s TOMO osencises ccs Tri-weekly 200 
eee eee rence: Fortnightly 300 
16 | ,, Vividha Dny4n Vistér_ ............ ee doce Monthly 500 
aT ig Ph ic iShbckoukeabbdeeessensecs PIR co cin es annen ses Weekly 200 
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Mara’THI—continued. 


The Nagar Samfchf@r .................... 
» Khandesh Vaibhav _................ 
= SERUM. «. .:<.;...; svdidindwieonbests 
» %algaum Samfchfr .................. 


ANGLO-GUJARA’ TT. 


The Bombay Chvwiile....:... eee aee weoas 
ee eer Cre ret reer cry 
ck SIN, « (ccccncsacvccseansgmesveaceus 


GUJARATI. 


The Bombay Saméchfr..................--- 
» vame | SSRI D a ae 
» Akhb&re Sowd4gar .................. 
‘ Yaidén SNES Seis das cescusspinacesbas 

sh IEEE Snicseesecccce sasskvakanes 

i? pred MIN so iecs sie sisas oa. fiat: 

oa Deledan 2 SOCCER we are Seciceanea. 

ox WIE MINE Sec cceccesewccciss ci. 

9 RVOR AOTGRAR. .... 2. csecocnss 

» ovadesh Vatsal 


» Artrya Dharma Prakésh ......... my 
a IE 555s pass sh acess vas 
gs IE II A bdteenachnd ss dewoncas ui 


Gs) BI IN oo succmcachavcdncancaveckes 
ee | eee Sasabnd 
» svatantrata ......... AGP YeCES eedaeces 
og  COMMIAENE SUMNOIRUE 0.55 cc cnccpncccccse 
» Ahmedabad Samachar ............... 


oe 8 ee 


, Broach Saméch&r:.............00.... 


CANARESE. 


Me IIIS, os occ ngnesectncavcociess 


Urnpuv. | 


The OE 
Uspu ann Huinp1. 
The Andahbi Se ae 


Purstan. 
The Mofurrohul Belab ...... jscbsccee 
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Notes.—The various notices have been collected under different heads, which are printed in italics. 


The names of Newspapers are printed in italics, and tke number of the mawepeper in the list at the 


beginning of the report is printed in brackets after the name. ) st 
Tné proprietors of the Newspapers marked ® have not given information as to the number. of cop 
issued. © In Cache ‘enone, ext Cattente ‘has beat Mistle by the Reporter. | 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Gujardti (65) of the 24th October observes that the public opinion is 
that His Excellency Sir James Fergusson’s Govern- 
Mentions four acts of ment does not adopt administrative measures fit to be 
His ee Ansorag approved of. On Sir James’ arrival high expectations 
ei ieemiaed $6 have were formed that he would not displease the public, 
displeased the native public. would duly conserve their rights and privileges, and 
would remove the enviable distinction usually made 
between Europeans @nd Natives. But these expectations have not been ful- 
filled. His Excellency mixes in the ordinary gatherings of the natives, is 
willing to receive native visitors, and gives them high honour outwardly ; but 
in important matters he appears to be-harsh towards the natives. This infer- 
ence is to be drawn from the following instances: 1. Injustice has been done 
to Riv Bahddur Manibhdi Jasbhdi, the late Divan of Cutch. His Excellency 
did not fully consider his case, and has done him wrong by adopting the 
views and opinions of the Political Agent. 2. In the case of Mr. Dosdbhai 
Frémji justice and injustice have been blended together, and the distinction 
between Europeans and the natives has been revived. 3. Honest, just, and 
faithful Mr. Nand Moroji has been unjustly compelled to resign his office. 
These instances show that Englishmen consider it an honour to themselves to 
act harshly towards the natives and not to permit them to rise. The fourth 
instance is that of Mr. Bhagvdndds Gheldbhai, the Deputy Assistant Political 
. Agent in charge of Songhad in Kathidwér. Government-have compelled him to 
resizn his post, and have passed a resolution that he 1s not unfit to serve elsewhere 
than in Kéthi4wdr. It 1s inexplicable how such a quiet official as Mr. Bhagvandds 
is unfit to serve in -Kathidwdr alone. If persons like him are not fit to be 
employed in Native States, what sort of persons do Government require? If 
the latter properly consider the conduct of the Political Agents who proceed 
against the Native Chiefs, they will find that persons like Mr. Bhagvdndas are 
much needed. In conclusion, the Gujardti fully trusts that Sir James’ Govern- 
ment will not give any more cause for dissatisfaction to the natives. 


The same is glad that the Civil List for October last shows that a 


_ . yreduction has been made in the salaries of the 
i pemmeende » vataotion & Members of the Executive Councils and of the Judges 
Gd Gerventn of the High Court, because they can afford to lose 
: the small sums cut from their big salaries, and will 
themselves admit that this reduction is better than the dismissal of a number 
of low-paid clerks and peons. The Gujardti recommends Government to 
reduce the salaries of the Covenanted Civil Servants, bringing in support of the 
recommendation the old arguments that communication with England is easier, 
and the risks and dangers of the Indian service are far less than they were in 
olden times when the salaries were fixed for the first time. A reduction of ten 
per cent. may very conveniently be made in the pay of those officers. 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 24th October laments that Government do 
Prays for the concession of Ot concede to the people the night of he ohio ig 
: Tight of representation 1m their Municipal Corporations, the Presidency Coun- 
nf nuatives in the Munici- cils, the India Council, and the Parliament. The people 
dency Co a ba ha al have been praying for these concessions for a long time, 
Council and the Parliament #24 the unwillingness of Government to grant them is 
| attributable to the jealousy of some of the European 

who do not like to see that the natives should make a progress in this 
matter. ‘These officials consider themselves as angels born to rule over this 
“ountry. They indirectly impress upon Government the notion that the natives 
me Bot yet fit to enjoy the right. But their assertion is entirely untrue. 
se a are quite able to select their representatives and to carry on the 
rk of representative bodies with satisfaction. The manner in which the 
ge iranchise granted to the Presidency cities of Calcutta, Madras and 
o_o, & being used, proves that the natives have become quite fit to enjoy 
© night of representation. 


officers, 
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. The Gujarati (65) of the 24th October observes that the people of Bombay 
: anxiously await the appointment of a successor to the 
Complains that able native late Honourable Mr. Murdrji Goculdés in the Legisla- 
members are not selected for tive Council. The object of appointing leaders of 
the local Legislative Council. native society in the Council is to enact laws with 
their consent.- But able persons are not selected, and 

one or two native members appointed within the last three or four years are such 
as know best how to nod their heads if the Honourable Mr. Ashburner nods his. 
The constitution of the Council itself is of such a nature as to be unsuitable to 
conserve the rights of the people. The official element preponderates over the 
non-official and the unfit native non-officials increase the strength of the official 
opinion. If Government are bent upon carrying out their own views, they had 
better do away with the farce of the Council and enact whatever laws they like. 


The Bombay Chronical (44) of the 24th October observes that the appoint: 

ae he ae ment of the _— additional sgn of the Legis- 

e msetji ative Council is ve uently unsatisfactory, since 
Jabba ~— gg Ha - able and fadeheniuat ins ‘iis not selected, and 
the local Legislative Council, mute and submissive gentlemen are nominated to 
brought against him by the these responsible places. The consequence of this 
Bombay Gaselte. objectionable system is, that the legislators remain 
ignorant of the condition, sentiments and wants of the native community, 
measures proposed by Government are easily carried, laws detrimental to the 
interests of the natives are passed, and the native public is dissatisfied. The 
Native and the Anglo-Indiun Press has very often complained against this course 
and its unsatisfactory results. The Bombay Gazette revives this complaint 
while making a recommendation for the appointment of an able person in the 
local Legislative Council in place of the late Honourable Mr. Murdrji Gokuldas. 
The Gazette, however, improperly condemns the Honourable Sir Jamsetji 
Jijibhdi as a Councillor. He has rendered good service to the community by 
taking an active part in the discussions of the important measures brought 
before the Council. The latest instance of this kind is his suggestions in 
connection with the Game Preservation Bill, which the Council have accepted 


and adopted. 
A correspondent of the Rdst Goftdr (51) of the 24th September praises Mr. 


Navroji Fardunji for the services he has rendered to 


arermende the Bs nar’ the Municipal Corporation of Bombay, to the public, 
ment of Mr. Navroji Fardunji : , ' 
in the local Log’ “ey ht and particularly to the poor people whose advocate he 


il has been, and recommends his appointment in the local 

Legislative Council in place of the late Honourable 
Mr. Murdrji Gokuld4s. The writer hopes that Government will not fail on this 
occasion to reward him for his valuable public services. 


The Yajdén Parast (53) of the 24th October observes that there is no able 

| Gujar4ti Hindu to supply the place of the late Honour- 

Requests the Bombay able Mr. Murdrji Gokuldds in the local Legislative 

ay eel appoint an Council. Thereare many richpersonsin thatecommunity, 
m place of <3 aa. 

the late Honourable Mr, Dut they do not possess the requisite abilities for the 

Murarji Gokuldas. performance of the duties ofa legislator. Government 

should take care not to appoint one like Mr. Sayed 

Idroos or Mr. Alli Sha, who are more for show than for rendering any useful 

assistance. Their presence in the Council gave the people cause for complaint 

t the independent element in the Council was not properly represented. There 

are many able persons in other communities, forinstance, Mr. Nénabhai Bairdmji 

Jijibhai and others among the Parsis, and some fit individual from among them 

ought to be selected for the vacant Councillorship. 


The Subodha Patrika (6) of the 24th October says: “ There has —— a 
ereat deal’ of talk recently about utilizing native talent 


Refers to the wish of the 


Government to util; . more freely for the purposes of Anglo-Indian adminis- 

oe ee tration; and the self-righteousness of Anglo-Indians 
= _. from Lord Lytton downwards has béen claiming the 
statitude of the natives of this country and the admiration of the world for the 


talent. 


5 


t magnaniimity and generosity and what not of the Indian Government on 
that score. But liow do the facts actually stand? We have pointed out 
already as regards the Judicial Department that all the talk about the appoint- 
ment of a native Joint Judge appears to have vanished in jume. As regards 
the Revenue Department we know that we have had only one Civilian in 
Bombay, and we should like to know how many uncovenanted appointments 
have been given by the Government to natives since all this talk commenced. 
In the Educational Department, we drew attention at the time to the manner in 
which Professor Keropant Chhatre’s place was filled up; and now we hear of 
two other appointinents which on the point now under consideration are equally 
liable to exception. We understand that a young European has been appointed 
recently to an Assistant Master’s place in the Elphinstone High School, and 
another has been appointed to a Dakshina Fellowship in Deccan College. We 
wish to know if there were no natives fit for any of these places. ” 


The Shivdjt (17) of the 26th October wondérs why the Government does 
7 ws not adopt nieasures for chécking the annual sapply of 
, Regrets that Government (jiyi] Servants from England to this country, when it 
does not keep its promises to. . , er 
> ar is quite clear that that supply is much greater than 
_ the requirements of the servicé. New students for 
admission to the Civil Service College might be admitted every other yéar, or; 
to check the influx still further, the terms of the covenant should be considerably 
modified and the salaries of the new Civil Servants much reduced, as there is no 
longer any plausible reason for retaining the present high salaries. But if 
Government are So very careful to keep their promises in the case of their own 
countrymen, why are they not equally so in the case of thé natives at whose 
expense those promises are made? Although officers fresh from England intend 
, at first to do justice to the natives of this country, the older local officers soon 
spoil their minds and smother their noble intentions; and as long as there is 
this system of saying one thing and doing another, so long it will be difficult 
for the natives to entertain feelings of respect for tlieir rulers. 


The Mahdrdshtra Mitra (12) of the 21st October says that the British 


Government in this country will never enjoy peace 
_ Isof opinion that Govern- and rest until they take the natives into their con- 
— via a peaceand fidence. In order to show that confidence, the Mitra 
ey take the : | 
natives into their confidence. Proposes that the following changes should be made: 
1. The administration of the country should be 
_ entrusted to natives, as far as possible, under English supervision. If this had 
been done before, names like those of Nana Saheb Peshwa and Prince 
Ramchandra would have died out long ago. 2. The confidence of the Native 
Princes should be secured, who should also be entrusted with the duty of pre- 
serving peace in particular divisions of the country. 3. The Chiefs and nobles 
should be encouraged to feel that it is their duty, and a point of honour with 
them, to fight for the Government. 4. Government should encourage the 
people to serve as volunteers. The above suggestions are intended simply to 
point out the way in which the confidence of the natives can be secured. The 
Mahomedans adopted such a policy with great success, and Englishmen at first 
pened in obtaining the sovereignty of this country by adopting a similar 
policy. — 
The Native Opinion (5) of the 24th October says that the greater part of 
it the population of India lives by agriculture, and if the 
nega on ee ryots oma in prosperous sean stances, the coun 
 .. would enjoy peace, and no difficulty would be found 
in raising the necessary revenue. But as a matter of fact the ryots are far from 
ing happy, and on account of their constant indebtedness they have 
dwindled down from the position of independent petty land-holders to mere 
serfs of the soil. The late famine, which lasted for two years, was followed by 
© rat pestilence, which again -was followed last year by indifferent crops—the 
tempting ears of corn being found to contain no grain at all. The people of 
Poona, Sdtéra, Ahmednagar, Sholdpur and Kald4dgi know full well the condition 
_ fewhich the ryots were reduced by the late famine. Their position was, if 
Possible, worse than that of beasts. Deprived of their wives and children, and 
destitute of food and clothing, houseless they wandered, ruined and forlorn, 
Wherever the roads directed their footsteps. He, the well-to-do ryot, who 
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could command the services of three or four servants under him, for whom ten 
or twenty well-fed oxen worked in the fields and supplied him with plenty, and 
who passed his peaceful days in the bosom of his oe like an independent 
prince unknown to penury and want—this same man, when gaunt famine in- 
vaded his eae was turned adrift upon the world and had to beg in 
piteous terms from dvor to door for a piece of bread, supplementing the dry 
morsel thus obtained with a cup of the dirtiest water from which even asses. 
would turn away with disgust. But it was not the lot of the majority to secure 
even these comforts, and thousands succumbed to the cold grasp of death. 
Some resorted to the relief-houses, some turned their steps to the Berars, and 
others now earn their livelihood by selling green grass during the monsoon or 
by working in other people’s fields ; and when they cannot do even that, they 
subsist on the wild produce of the jungles— vegetables and herbs unsmelt before 
by man or beast—and not unfrequently get into the clutches of the forest 
officers; while those happy few, who either have their own fields or work in 
other people’s lands, are constrained to borrow seed from the money-lenders 
by mortgaging something or other. 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 25th October, referring to the poverty of the 


ryots, says: “ The causes of this misery of the ryots 
— 7 ey are generally set down as their own ignorance and 
—s | indiscretion, the erafty practices of the Mdrwddis, and 
the rigid processes of the civil courts. Besides these there is another eause 
which is generally ignored, nay, even denied as having any effect, but which 
in our opinion is really far more patent than any of these—we mean the 
settlement of land revenue. ‘The ignorance and indiscretion which are alleged 
to bring the ryot into the elutches of the Marwadi existed (as — before when 
famines were apparently not so keenly felt. The Marwddi, the village Shylock, 
has had his full share of abuse. The civil courts are also a fruitful souree of 
mischief. But above all these causes, we contend, is the cause we have set forth. 
It is because of the inexorable and unreasonable demand of the Government for 
the assessment that the poor ryot seeks the assistance of the Marwadi, and then 
in the course of time the civil court incarcerates him for debt. We say with Sir 
David Wedderburn that Government are the real Shylock, who will always insist 
upon their pound of flesh, and cause incalculable misery to the ryots. We do 
not mean to say that in every case that debt is incurred by the ryot, it is for the 
payment ofthe. assessment. ‘The ryot is not unfrequently involved in consequence 
of his own indiscretion and improvidence. But the same indiscretion and 
improvidence he committed in former times also, when they did not so much as 
now affect his resources. But now to these is added this further jncumbrance 
of an exorbitant assessment, which completely paralizes him. It may be observed 
that famines have become frequent since 1862, the year of the American War, 
which saw an extraordinary rise in the price of agricultural produce, and which 
‘gave a pretext to the Government to raise the assessment, which has since 
remained almost unaltered. It is this increased assessment which has been 
found to be insupportable, and in some parts of the Decean like Inddpur very 
oppressive. It is this increased assessment, we say, that is chiefly to account 
for this present plight of the agricultural classes.” 


The Satya Mitra (14) of the 28th October, referring to the poverty of the 
ryots in the Bombay Presidency, says that in Bengal, 
which extends over 2,39,000 square miles and has a 
‘population of 6,40,00,000 souls, the land assessments 
| amount to Rs. 3,37,20,000 every year; the North- 
West Provinces, with an area of 83,000 square miles and~a_ population 
of 30,00,000 souls, pays Rs. 5,06,60,000; and bombay, with an area of 1,31,000 
Square miles and a population of 1,30,00,000 souls, pays Rs. 2,07,30,000. This 
‘hows that the assessments are proportionally heavier in the North-West Pro- 
vinces and in the Bombay Presidency. Large numbers of the ryots perished 
in the late famine in this Presidency, and many fertile lands are lying: unculti- 
Vated in consequence. ‘The land assessments were here exacted even in the ~ 
years of the famine. It will go a considerable way in relieving the agricul- 
distress in this Presidency, which threatens to be permanent, if the 
“vernment should at such a time re-adjust the land assessments. 


Refers to the poverty of the 
ryotsin the Bombay Presi- 
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The Indian Spectator (1) of the 24th October, referring to the new palace to 


| be built at Simla, says: ‘“‘ A peasantry may grovel 
care poche me gong bag in abject poverty, millions of sanihs may sie under 
| the burden of odious taxation, hundreds of thousands 
may have to pay a crushing price for the salt required for their every day 
bread, famines may rage, wars be waged, but the imperial Czsars who fiddle 
at Simla must needs be provided not only with the necessaries and even the 
comforts, but also the luxuries of oriental life! What are India and its people 
tothem? They may lead one round of pleasure and picnics for six months of 
the year, and easy work and royal progresses during the remaining six munths, 
without bestowing thought whence their princely salaries come. Such being 
the state of matters, it is no wonder if the Government proceeded merrily with 
the construction of the unfinished Viceregal palace at Simla. Our only surprise 
is that the virtuous Government of Lord Ripon should now walk in the 
unrighteous ways of the late Viceroy. The noble Marquis declared the other 
day that a new departure in Indian finance was absolutely essential. If so, 
may we ask with all respeet, whether building a palace in the elouds is an 
instance of this new departure in the financial policy of the Empire? Has the 
Governor General satisfied himself that his Viceregal person could not be lodged 
in sufficient decency and comfort on the cool heights of Simla without a palatial 
mansion? Would not an ordinary house do? Again, has he at all considered 
_ the long standing question whether there is an absolute necessity for dismantling 
half the Secretariat for six months of the year and carrying on the Government 
_ of the country from the snowy Himalayas? Has he bestowed attention on the 


desirability of a more central locality for Viceregal encampment during the 
hot weather ?” 


The Indu Prakash (4) of the 25th October, referring to the same, asks if it 
is to be considered as a sign that the financial con- 
Refers to the same. 


dition of India isimproving. (The Poona Vaibhav (18) 
of the 26th Oetober expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) | 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 24th October, referring to the recent rules 
in connection with Primary Schools, says that the one 
Paes ts oe peo roe conspicuous result of shoes rules will be that the 
Educational Department will lose its independent 
character, and will be subordinated to the wilful Collectors and other revenue 
officers. These officers are already over-worked and the result of the additional 
educational work being thrown upon them will be nothing else than confusion 
in the latter. The Assistant Collectors, Mimlatdirs and Mahdlkaris will be 
unable to devote any special attention to the work of education, but will probably 
make wild and curious suggestions which may lead to nothing but unpleasant- 
ness. This may lead to a reduction in the number of edueational officers, or 
these officers may lose their power and influence, and the present Government 
schools may dwindle down into the village schools of yore. As by the new rules 
the Colleetors are empowered to determine the expenditure on these sehools, it 
may be supposed that the Educational Department has now attained its full 
growth. It is not quite clear what the real intentions of Government are, but 
people do not pr the change as foreboding any good. 


The A’rydvarta (42) of the 23rd October, referring to the same, says that it 
Ralsta ts _ is not unlikely that the new rules have been made for 
saa the purpose of diminishing the expenditure on the 
Educational Department. It also appears to be the object of Government to 
throw the burden of that’ Department on the people themselves as much as 
possible. The 4’rydvarta fears that educational affairs will in the course of time 
_ to be managed somewhat like those of the municipalities. Every one 
ows how people are disgusted with the municipalities which are almost entirely 
managed by the Collectors and the Assistant Collectors. 


Refers , ; The Khéndesh Vaibhav (41) of the 22nd October 
Moroji’s — Me. Bink makes a strong protest against the action of Govern- 


ment in Mr, Néné Moroji’s case. 
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The A'rydvaria (42) of the 23rd October, writes a panegyric on Mr. Nd&n4 


} Moroji, and regrets that Government should have 

con dhadhenareome compelled him to take pension, regardless of his emi- 
nent services to the State. Mr. Ndna’s name is become a kind of household word 
in Khandesh, where a great part of his life was spent inthe service of Government. 


A correspondent of the Prabhékar (3) of the 26th 


Refers to the same. October, referring to the same, disapproves of the. 


action of Government in this case. 


The Shivaji (17) of the same date, the Jagan Mitra (35) of the 25th, the 
Dnydn Prakdsh (9) of the 25th, and the Bodha Sudhdkar (13) of the 27th October 


express similar sentiments. 


The Rast Goftdr (51) of the 24th October repeats the high praise it bestowed 

upon Mr. N4n4 Moroji in one of its late issues, and 

Observes that Mr. Nan& observes that he is called ‘“‘the best Magistrate” not 

Moroj: should get a ge only by the Press alone, but also by the counsels and 

ree. —* pleaders who have practised before him. He ought to 

get a public address on his resignation of office, not 

only from the pleaders practising in his court, but also from the public. Govern- 

ment have unjustly dishonored him for an error of judgment, and yet have 

praised him highly. ‘They would not therefore, it seems, dislike that he should 
get honor from the public. 


The same observes that the principal cause of the authorities suspecting 
Riise Uhad the enapiclen the bona fides of Mr. Na4n& Moroji in the case of Praégy 
that Mr. Nan& Moroji acted Padamsi versus Lilbdi, was that his son, a barrister, 
against Lilbai on account of represented the plaintiff. Government have not 
the influence of his som 18 expressed this suspicion in their Resolution; but 
= Justice Marriott has laid great stress on it in his 
remarks, which induced Government to take up the case. After quoting from 
Mr. Nand’s defence on this point, the Rdst Goftdér observes that he made a 
mistake in permitting his son to practise in his court, but that that did not affect 
the cause of justice on the other hand; it has done injustice to Mr. Nana himself, 
and he has admitted his mistake by prohibiting, with the consent of the Senior 
Magistrate, his son from practising any longer before him. The permission to 
his son to practise before him is here called a mistake simply because the honor 
of our Magistrates should be above suspicion : but Mr. Nana does not deserve any 
censure for it. As observed by him in his defence, the law does not enjoin a 
Judge to prohibit his son, if a Barrister, from practising before him. In the High 
Court the relations of some of the Judges have practised before them, and in 
England the-sons of several Judges have done and are doing the same. As 
observed by the Times of India, had Mr. Nand succumbed to the influence of his 
son, he would have easily pronounced Lilbdi guilty and passed a sentence on her. 
He did not do so; but patiently enquired into her case and declared her not 
guilty. The accusation brought against him that he acted against Lilbéi on 
account of the influence of his son is therefore false. 


The Vengurla Vritta (34) of the 21st October opposes the Game Preserv- 
Co ation Bill for reasons: similar to those adduced by most 
mments on the Game 


vation Bill. of the other papers and noticed in previous summaries. 
The Vritta intends to continue the article. 


The Dhdrwdéd Vritia (32) of the 21st October says that the Head Kérkdn 
a of the Md4mlatd4r’s office at Hubli named Mr. Subrdév 
which the to the ruling by Krishna has been deprived of the powers of a Second 
powers of Second fe : : ; 
Class Magistrate are notto be Class Magistrate in accordance with a ruling of 
conferred on Head Karkins. Government that those powers should not be conferred 
| on a Head Karkan; but that from the last issue of 
the Bombay Government Gazette it appears that the Head Karkin at Belgaum, 
- Krishnaji Ballal Deval, is exempted from that ruling. 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 25th October, referring to Dr. J.C. Lisboa’s 

Ref ae suggestions for a better registration of deaths in 

gestions Aad Dy Lenken's. sag. Bombay says that they may be good enough in 
A ! registra- : sie 

tion of deaths in Bombay. themselves but are not suited to the present condition 


of this country. The Doctor’s suspicions, that several 
“upposed cases of suicide may be cases of poisoning or other modes of 
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mirder, aré groundless, béecanse if that were the éase, the Coroner ought to be 
able to find them out. The Doctor suggests that the City of Bombay should be 
divided into several divisions with a Registrar for each, subordinate to the Health 
Officer ; that Hospital Assistants or L.M.s should be appointed to those places 
on a salary of Rs. 50 each ; that no dead body should be allowed to be burnt 
without a certificate from the Registrar; that that certificate should not be 
ted unless the relatives of the deceased produce ariother from a medical 
practitioner as regards the cause of death ; that in case of thé deceased having 
been treated by one who is not a regular medical man, it is necéssary that such 
practitioners should have certificates from the Health Officer granting the 
rmission to practice ; that in case of sudden deaths, in which no niedical aid was 
available, the Coroner should hold an énquiry ; and that, if the deceased was 
under the treatment of a country physician, the Registrar should visit the house 
of the deceased and himself inquire into the cause of death. The Indu objects 
to these suggestions on the following grounds:—1. The Doctor’s suspicion 
alluded to above is groundless. 2. ‘The obtaining of a certificate from the 
Registrar before the remains of the deceased are consigned to thé flames will 
entail an unnecessary delay in the matter of thé funeral, which is calculated to 
hart the.religious feelings of the people. 3. The Indu does tot see any reason 
why the country practitioners in particular should be treated with mistrust, when 
jt is well known that more serious mistakes are sometimes niade by the niedical 
men themselves. 4. It is doubtful whether proper persons will be found 
ready to accept the posts of Registrars at the low salary proposed, and if this 
- should happen, the object of the scheme will be entirely frustrated. The only 
possible effect of Dr. Lisboa’s suggestions is that it will seriously affvct the 
practice of country physicians, and a blow will be given to the native medical 
science. They are moreover unsuited to the habits of the people, and it is hoped 
that the Bombay Municipality will think twice before accepting them. 3 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 25th October, writing from 


_. Pen, reports that a party of Biluchis consisting of 
oo. gle Poot Ps about fifty armed men was come there about the 14th 
eagle of —o instant. They bought provisions in the bazér at any 

price they liked, and let loose their horses to graze in 
the neighbouring fields. ‘They seized and appropriated fruit and other produce 
coming into the town from out-stations. They were also attended by their wives 
and children, who entered people’s houses without any hesitation. Some ofthe 
women entered the house of a Mardthaand forcibly took away the ornaments 
from the person of a female inmate of the house. The police tried to find out the 
culprits but did not succeed. The party left the town about the 19th. Another 
party, however, consisting of about 100 men is come and more are coming. 
The people look frightened and leave their houses. It is astonishing how the 
Government can allow such things to go on without adopting any measures to 


prevent them. It will be seen that the Biluchis are doing similar things in 
other parts of the country.* 


A correspondent of the Arunodaya (20) of the 24th October, writing from 
‘ _ Chauk near Panvel in the Thana District, complains 
Bedelia oe that some Biluchis have established themselves in that 
tehten: “laces Village from the 19th instant and have made them- 
fghtening the villagers. as : : 
oe selves very troublesome neighbours to the villagers. 
It is said that, while coming to Chauk from Khopavali, they robbed a kunbi 
woman of her ornaments. On coming to Chauk they threatened one or two 
respectable villagers, saying that they would cut off their legs if they interfered 
with them. They have got about fifty horses with them, who have destroyed | 
the rice crop in the field where they have encamped, to the extent of about 
three bighds. Will Government make good the loss to the owner of the field ? 
All this occurred on the 19th. The writer hopes that the Collector of the Dis- 
triet will write to the several téluka authorities to arrange to provide these 
people with whatever they require at the bazar prices, and to see them off from 
their respective. jurisdictions. In connection with this communication the 
Arunodaya asks whether these people are natives of Biluchistan, and how and 
why they have come so far. Are not the Government or the Collectors aware 
th such people wandering about in this way? If the natives are deprived of 
it arms, why are these people allowed to go about with them ? * 


* These two articles have been already communicated to the Government separately. 
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A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (9) of the 1st November,* writing 


from Panvel in the Karjat Tdéluka of the Thdna 
Refers pA A ages of s Zilla, says that a party of Biluchis came there on the 
Oe oS Panvel ms umey *- 21st of October, and the next day opened shops in the 
; market place for selling false diamonds and pearls. The 
Mimlatddr and the Police were on that day busily engaged in attending to the 
wants of some troops, who came to Panvel on the same day on their way to 
Hyderabad. In the meantime about ten of the Biluchi women entered the 
house of a Hamal named Gopal Shelér in the Hamil Street, and during broad 
day-light and in the presence of the inmates broke open one of the boxes 
and took away property worth about seventy-five rupees. The villagers got 
frightened and imagined that the Pindarees were come. The Police made a 
search for the stolen property in the evening but found nothing. Some property 
apparently stolen was found in the possession of the Biluchis, but as there was 
no complaint made about it by any one, it was returned to them. It was also 
found that these people were well-to-do, and had thousands of rupees and mohors 
and other gold coins in their possession. ‘They said that they would not leave 
the place unless they obtained a pass from the authorities. The Chief Con- 
stable thereupon gave them one, although the Mamlatdér was opposed to it. 
The horses belonging to the party have eaten away the rice crop in a field 
extending over four bighds, but no compensation has been paid to the poor 
farmer. - Another gang is now come, and it is supposed that a third is coming. 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 25th, writing from Nasik, 


Reports that robberies are reports that numerous cases of robbery have occurred 
ro ries 


| there during the last fortnight, and that the robbers 
ee. a becoming bolder and bolder. The police have 
not been able to do anything. 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 25th October objects to the appointment of 


, Rév Baéhddur Dadoba Pandurang to the place of 
— to the Translator's Mardthi Translator in the Educational Department, 


on the ground of his age and of his re-employment 
after having once taken pension. 


The Bombay Chronicle (44) of the 24th October, in alluding to the call made 


. by Government upon the Municipality uf Bombay to 
| Pi ow ey —— soos auhees- pay the contribution of fifteen thousand rupees to the 
ing from the Police grant the Cost of the working of the C. D. Act and to the proposal 


alleged contribution from the to deduct the amount from the Police grant, observes 
Municipal fund of Bombay to that when Government first asked for the contribution 
the cost of the working of 


the C. D. Act. the Corporation plainly informed them that it was 


not willing to pay any cost of the working of the 
objectionable and unpopular Act, and recorded a resolution that it would be 


willing to pay a contribution of fifteen thousand rupees for the support of a 
hospital to id persons suffering from the venereal diseases would be admitted 
at their own request. This resolution was approved of by the public. The 
call now made by Government for the payment of the contribution has been 
nghtly replied to by the Council that it cannot be complied with. Itis therefore 
proper that Government should not insist upon the deduction from the Police 
grant, as their doing so would only be derogatory to their high position and 


greatness. (‘The Loka Mitra (55) and the Yajdan Parast (53) of the same date 
express similar sentiments.) 


The Gujardét Mitra (45) of the 24th October observes that the proposal of 


the Director General of Post Offices in India to publish 

Approves of and makes a jn the different vernaculars of the country the Indian 
> owe gly lbes ig be Pa Postal Rules, and to distribute them gratis is really 
Powtal Rules in the vernacu. Praiseworthy. Most natives are ignorant of postal 
lars of the country. _ Yules and regulations, and the proposed improvement 
7 will be a real convenience to them. The other 
measures for spreading postal information are also very good. It seems desirable 
that a suggestion should be made on this subject. The abstract should give a 


oe ati 
_ * Admitted into this report by anticipation on account of its connection with the preceding 
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list, if not of all the places where there are post offices, at least of post offices 
jn the province in the vernacular of which it is published. (The Samsher 
PBéhddur (69) of the 22nd October expresses similar sentiments ) 


The Hitechhu (47) of the 28th October observes that though the District 
Municipal Act enjoins that every third year new 
Prays Government to ap- Municipal Commissioners should be nominated, yet in 


_ point able Manicipal Commis- the case of the municipality of Ahmedabad the same 
sioners for Ahmedabad at the 


eager persons as were elected when the corporation was first 
ee ee chou’ the od established are still serving as such, with the exception 
November. of Rav Saheb Mahipatram Rupram, who resigned the 
office, and of those who have died in this long period. 
But several of these old Commissioners hardly know how to read and write, or 
are otherwise unable to discharge their responsible duties. This seems to be 
the result of the wilful conduct of the Collector in this matter, and to his being | 
open to influence or recommendations. For if it were not so, some of the able 
citizens would be appointed on the commission, and the prayer of the people to 
concede them the night of representation in their municipal corporation would be 
granted. ‘The only reply given to the people in answer to their prayer is that 
they are not as yet fit to exercise the right properly. Government do not seem to 
- possess any other ground for giving this reply than the report of the Collector, 
whose wilful conduct has been recently exemplified in the case of the Municipal 
Commissioners of Dholka. Recently the Hitechhu prayed the Commissioner, 
N. D., and Government to appoint able Commissioners for that city at the 
next election, which will be made on or about the 7th of November, and the 
Collector was, it is said, accordingly advised by them to do so. But it is also 
said that Mr. Mackenzie, who intended to adopt the suggestion, having left on 
leave of absence, his successor in office has sent the old list to the Commissioner 
for sanction. If this report be true, it behoves the latter Officer to adopt the 
above recommendation to appoint new and able Commissioners. Some of the 
present Commissioners have got their names removed from the list of assessors 
on the ground of incapacity and other causes. If they are unable to do that 
work, they must be more so to perform that connected with the municipality. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 25th October is glad that the report of 


: the Educational Department of this Presideney for 
Expresses satisfaction at the the past year shows that there was a large increase in © 
sce + ea — hd this the number of schools and pupils, and that the daily 
year. ney Curimg “he past attendance of the latter was also satisfactory. It is 
also not less gratifying that the number of Urdu schools 
and scholars had also increased, and that the expenses of the Educational Depart- 
ment had been less than its income, and that there was a good balance in hand. The 
excess cannot be better applied to any other purpose than that of opening new 
‘schools, if they are wanted. If not, it should be diverted to lessen the rates of 
the school-fee, which have for the past few years become a heavy burden to a 
large number of the people. The heavy fee charged in Government schools 
has led to an increase in-the fees of private schools also, and consequently poor 


people cannot afford to get their children educated. (The Loka Mitra (55) of 
the 24th October expresses similar sentiments.) 


The same, in alluding to the verdict given by the Coroner’s jury at Madras, 

"og eee in a case in which the death of a labourer was alleged 

of the Conn. Verdict _ to have been caused by his having been kicked by 
Coroner’s jury at : 

in the case of the the European Captain of a steamer, observes that the 


death of a laboarer alleged verdict does not seem satisfactory. Seven labourers — 
have occurred from a kick 


- ‘x deposed before the jury that the death occurred from 
Gemely t Cahin 1) doessed falling into. the bold of the vemel- on 
— account of the kick given him by the Captain ; while 

; the accused stated on oath that the deceased fell b 
simple accident. The jury believed the latter, and he has been released from 
custody. But it ought not to be forgotten that accused persons seldom confess 
cir crimes. It is surprising that the jury should refuse to believe seven 
witnesses and should accept the representation of the accused as true. It has 
been found in many cases that several officers prefer to believe the depositions 
of Europeans on oath to those of the natives. This is objectionable,’ and has 
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led the natives to complain against it as an injustice to them, and it is probable 
that they will make a similar complaint in regard to the above-mentioned case. 
For the sake of the sacredness of British justice, the police ought not to let this 
case drop; and if it fails to do so, the authorities concerned ought to take due 
notice of it. 


A correspondent of the same of the 29th October states that several poor 


Mahomedans of the mofussil come to Bombay every 
Requests the authorities year to goon a pilgrimage to Mecca. They put up 
eoncerned to a on in the Musdfarkhands for a week or so, awaiting to 
Hane ie 5 om from Commence their voyage. Some brokers sell tickets 
being deceived by brokers for to them on the condition that a steamer will be soon 
ship passage. found for them, but make great delays in securing 
| seats. The poor pilgrims get tired of the frequent 
nements, offer to sell the tickets, and the partners of the brokers 
purchase them for less price than that paid by the pilgrims. An instance of 
this kind has recently occurred. Since the last two months several Hajis or 
pilgrims have come here, and it is said that they have purchased tickets to go by 
a certain steamer. Though two months have passed, and in*this period several 
steamers have sailed away, they cannot find the particular vessel for which they 
have taken tickets. ‘Thongh the particular steamer may come hereafter, they 
will not be able to reach the port of disembarkation in time to commence the 
pilgrimage, The authorities concerned ought to protect the poor Hajis from 
these sharpers, 


The same of the 30th October, in alluding to the report that His Excellency 

the Governor expressed his displeasure at seeing a 

Observes that the conduct policeman torture a bullock in order to make a cart 
alee 4 cag = et go into a bye-lane while His Excellency was passing 
uilidudiny. ere acts the Bhendi Bazir Road in Bombay on the 23rd instant, 
observes that if this has really happened, it is certainly 

gratifying to see His Excellency pay attention to such matters. Of late the 
conduct of the police towards the poor as well as rich natives ,has not been 
satisfactory, and many persons complain of it. As regards Europeans the 
conduct of the Police towards them.is more than satisfactory, and there is no 
reason why the natives should not be similarly treated. If Sir James gives his 


attention to remove this shortcoming, he will earn the gratitude of the natives. - 


The Gwardti (65) of the 24th October, in a leader headed “ The Present 
ee Generation, No. 4,” observes that the people have 
ian ge ag a reason to say that the British Government is not 
coherent style, mm “without its failings. They say that Englishmen 
ees always consider the natives as a conquered race, who 
_ are to be kept at a respectful distance, and who should not be granted any kind 
of freedom. The people observe also that the English have obtained possession 
of this country not by achieving victories but by giving assurances (of protec- 
fon). The Mussalman kings oppressed the people, whereupon the Jatter 
wished for another king, and then the disgraceful battle of Plassey took place, 
m which they rendered aid (to the British), in order that they themselves might 
get due protection; from which time the British power has been growing in 
importance. ‘The assistance rendered by the Native Princes to the present 
governors was not for the purpose of getting their liberty curtailed, nor for 
lessening their happiness, but to increase both. This is true; but the attempts 
made by the people to promote their own happiness are treated with contempt. 
The Government officials consider it advantageous to adopt measures distasteful 
to the people. The rest of the article is written in the above incoherent style, 
» In mentioning some of the stock grievances of the Native Press, expresses a 

pe that due relief will be obtained from Parliament. 


The Samsher Bahadur (69) of the 22nd October observes that some letters 

E | appeared in some of its past issues, bringing certain 

; ee oo Tease of accusations against the Police of Ahmedabad. Though 
‘ccusations, the writer was called upon to come forward to prove 
ht. . the charges, he has not done so; and since no proof 
he n found in the enquiries made by the City Inspector of Police, the 
msher exculpates the Police from the accusations. 
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The same laments that the Government officials do not settle in this 
country, but leave it with their earnings for their 


. Observes that if thesecond homes on the expiry of the term of their service. If 


fthe Queen of England . ; 
pha to rule this country they settled here, they would benefit the country con 


and to adopt it as his home, siderably. ‘The British rule is beneficial in every 
++ will soon: prosper. way except that it is a foreign Government, and 
therefore cannot benefit this country as it should do. 
If the second son of Her Imperial Majesty the Queen is sent to rule this country, 
and his male issue is accorded the right of succession, and if they make it their 
home, other Europeans will also’ settle here. In such a case the arts and 
‘ndustries would prosper, and the country would be considerably benefited. 


The same contains a conversation between a native official and the pdtei 


of a village. ‘The latter offers a present of fruit but 


Observes that it is not the former refuses to take it, saying that it is wrong to 


right for Government officials, ~pocent it according to the Government regulations. 
to receive presents of fruit or 


caine trek petvata in- The pitel remonstrates and replies that there can be 


. - ustaale _ nothing wrong, since some European officials receive © 


resents of fruit and sweetmeats on the Diwdli holidays 

_ from the big folk, who expect to get titles of Rav Bahadur, &c., by contracting 
- friendship with them. The native official answers that the European officials 
would not accept the presents if they knew that they were made from interested 
motives. 


The Rast Goftdr (51) of the 24th October is glad that Government hare not 
at once accepted the proposal of General Roberts to 
Believes that the Afghans onnex Kandahar to the British territories, and have 
of Kandahar will not like to a. t well to Gash cite ¢ k mae “gf 
be governed by foreigners. sent Sir. Lyall to that city to make certain enquiries. 
It is said that that officer will personally ascertain 
whether the Afghans ofthat city wish to beruled by their own countrymen or by the 
British Government. But the enquiry is useless. It is quite improbable that 
the Afghans will like to be ruled by foreigners. The military men who favour 
the annexation scheme had brought forward this proposition before the Afghan 
war, but its futility was soon proved. Though the province of Kandahar was 
governed by the British Government for a year and a half, the Kandaharis gave 
a hearty weleome to Ayub Khan, annoyed the English army considerably, and 
compelled the Kandahar column to seek refuge in the fort. Hence it is quite 
improbable that they would like that their country should be annexed to the 
British territories. Though the delay made in its evacuation is dangerous and 
hazardous since it is likely to bring on another war, it is far better than the 


hasty adoption of the annexation policy. 


Natire States. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 24th —. referring to the Udepur trial, 
_. says: “ We are loath to say anything even at this 

Refers to the Udepor trial. te in connection with the Chhota Sale trouble. 
But there can be no harm now in opining that though the necessity of some 
sort of interference by the Paramount Power has been to a large extent 
vindicated, still our Government would have done better if they had first offered 
to the Chief himself all possible facility for a trial. But the deputation of a 
Judicial officer like Mr. Birdwood to Godhra must have assured those concerned 
that the Government were actuated by no unworthy motives, As to the merits 
of the case, so far as could be judged from the copiys reports in the dailies, it 
appears that the deceased was a weak-minded impulsive girl, unconscious of the 
gravity of her nocturnal adventure, that the escapade was no more than a silly 
boy-and-girl affair, and that the accused seems to have behaved, on the whole, 
with forbearance than otherwise. Quite a volume could be written on the 
s-clo-moral phases of this painful incident; but the judgment of the Court of 
“tury 18 what concerns the public most at present. We await it with anxiety. 
© case has naturally excited lively interest in Native India; and the conduct 


Raine — the brother of the deceased, is anything but — of by 
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id. 


tithe Deccan Siar (2) of the sime date, referring to thé satiie, siys: “It 
never could be the object of Government to arrogate 


men So Ge arena. to themselves the power of trying the subjects of 


foreign Princes with reference to a charge of hurt! Charges of this kind the 


Of con 


father of the Prince was, by all means; competent to try, and this sudden 
intrusion upon the common rights of independent Native Chiefs, is likely to 
be misconstrued by ignorant persons. The decision of the Government on Mr. 
Birdwood’s report is anxiously looked for; but we hope they will not stretch 
the matter too far by any rigorous step, but will order the case to be at once 
discharged, finding that their suspicions with regard to the Prince’s criminality 
are so completely dissipated in the course of the trial, and thus clear the Prince 
from the gross imputations that have been cast upon his good character. The 
limits of Governmént jurisdiction are already once transgressed, and we have 
only to express a hope that the same mistake will not be again repeated.” 


The Native Opinion (5) of the same date, referring to the same, says: 
| ‘‘ Tt, is a question of practical politics which our Gov- 

a ernment must now decide on the highest principles. 
There is no war or peace, and no political crime involved in this case. Had 
there been a federation of States in India, even a case of murder could have 
been tried under the federal laws. With all the glitter that we hear and the 
glare which often dazzels the performances of the Foreign Department, no 
attempt has hitherto been made or encouraged to evolve a sytem of positive law 
by the several States for their own internal regulation and external protection 
without any interference by the British Government beyond its treaty powers. 
These will regulate or ought to regulate all such questions as have now come 
up at Godhra ; and all the tall talk about humanitarianism, as seen through 
European spectacles, seems tous to be entirely wide of the mark. There is 
neither a supreme federal Government nor a system of confederated States in 
India in the proper sense of the terms; and our imperialism so far has contented 
itself with mere powder and glory without discussing the question of the lifting 
up of the smaller States from the despond of confusion into which they have 
been driven by the recent revenue proceedings of our Government.” 


The Arunodaya (20) of the same date, referring to the same, says that it is 
een not good that Government should be actuated by a 
Specs desire of destroying the independent character of the 
Native States. Of course those States must put up with any treatment which 
the Imperial Government chooses to adopt towards them ; but it may be asked 
how many times was Henry VIII. of England brought to the courts of justice 
for his treatment of his wives ? 


In another article on the same subject, the same paper agrees with the 
i Pioneer in its remarks on the effects of the Udepur 
_—— trial on the minds of the Native Princes. It also 
reminds the Government that, although it has now become the paramount power 
in India by force of arms, it. has formerly entered into treaty engagements 
with several Native Princes on a footing of equality, and it is therefore unjustifi- 
able for them now to dishonour or practise oppression towards those Princes. It 
can only serve to alienate their feelings from the British Government. 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 25th October, referring to the same, says that 
Selus-to thr mes the constitutional and political principles involved in 
the assumption of extra juridico-political authority by 

the Government of Bombay have challenged public attention. Now, for all 
purposes of civil and criminal jurisdiction relating to his State, the Raja of 
: ota Udepar is an independent ruler, and has power to try his own subjects 
or capital offences. It is therefore difficult to understand what right the local 
“vernment had to interfere with the jurisdiction of an independent Native 
ieee Where is the boasted difference between regulation and non-regulation 
tory? In every aggressive step of this kind, the Native Princes see and 

an attempt on the part of Government to undermine even the semblance 
rd stitution secured to them under. the terms of their treaty engagements. 
A Bi tadbelaes conducted by the Raja himself in the presence of the Political 
Sent with pleaders and counsels on both sides would have answered all the - 
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atposes of the enquiry. But the Raja has never been asked to conduct any 
inquiry of that kind. It Was not incumbent upon him to do so unasked, for 
the sitnple reason that he did nut believe in the guilt of his son. Thére would 
have been some justification for the step undertaken by Governnient, if hé had 
refused to undertake the trial. One thing the trial shows most clearly is that 
the serious charges framed against the accused were gratuitous. This is the 
fourth instance in which the absence of a judicially trained member in the 
Council has become provokingly Gonspicuous in the coursé of seven months of 
His Excellency Sir James Fergusson’s regime, the three othet instances being 
those of Messrs. Manibhai Jasbhdi, Dosabhdi Framji arid Nén4 Moroji. The 
Indu continues :—“ We are led to gee acts whether Sir James Fergusson has not 
now so far mastered the details of adniinistration as to show that he has an 
independent opinion of his uwii on quéstions of State policy. Séven months, we 
submit, is a sufficiently long time for any statesman, and more so in the case of 
one who was at one time connected with the India Office and has had the 
training of a Governor élséwhere, to remain ina state of pupilage and to 
abide by the advice of his colleagues. The public now expects His Excellency 
to free himself from their thraldoui and to afford proofs ofhis having risen superior 
to theit stereotyped views. To inspire confidence in the subjects and in the 
feundatories is the first duty of Government, and these four recent acts have 
violated the first and most essential principlé of a patient and honest Govern- 
ment.” 


The Dnydn Prakash (9) of the 25th October, referring to the sane, is of 
| opinion that Prince Chandrasing would have been 
Refers to the same: 


perfectly justified, had he struck his faithless wife with 
: a sword and killed her on the spot. 


The Shivdjt (17) of the 26th October suggests that all the Native Princes 

ee of India should get their rights settled once for all at 

<n te Oe eee. the hands of the British Parliament, and says that if 

they remain indifferent on this occasion, they will-have to répent for it heres 
after. 


The Satya Mitra (14) of the same date, referring to the same, says 
that the evidence adduced by Government against 

Bofors to the. same. Chandrasing has only served to show that the Prince 
isnot guilty of the crime alleged. 


The Rdst Goftér (51) of the 24th October, after expressing a disapproval of 
the haste made by the Times of India and the Bombay 
Observes thatthe arcusa- (fazeite in pronouncing their opinion on the enquiry 
edad shcageney ofhis wife into the charge of the murder brought against Chane 
i , _— ao drasing, agrees with them that the enquiry has not 
proved the accusation, and that the accused has 
become a subject of public sympathy. It is not just to say that the British 
Government had no right to enquire into the accusation, since as the paramount 
power which has guaranteed the safety of the Native States, it has a full right 
to enquire into the maladministration of the States, and that it was therefore 
its duty to enquire into the Udepur case. The only bad feature about this enquiry 
is that the Panch Mahal Police exaggerated things and gave the case the false 
appearance of a State trial. Government was bound to enquire into the 
accusation hrought by the brother of the deceased lady, and should have made 
him prosecutor instead of itself becoming prosecutor and judge. Chandrasing 
does not appear guilty in public sight: he simply chastised his wife for her 
infidelity to him. It has not been proved that he made a murderous attack on 
her, that he intended to kill her, or that she died from the effects of the beating 
she received. Had Chandrasing killed his erring wife immediately on his 
catching her in the act of infidelity, the law would not have considered him 
guilty of murder. That he did not kill her then, that though he had his sword 
in his hand, he did not use it, and that she suddenly died on the fourth day of 
the occurrence ; all this proves that he had no intention to kill her, but wished 
hear her for her serious fault. In doing this he has shown more patience 
r - the Rajput class would show. It has not been proved of what she died. 
absence of the real cause of death, the allegation that she died of snakebite, 
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and the false entry in the book of the medical dispensary that a medicine for 
snakebite was prescribed for her, all these facts throw a grave suspicion on the — 
guilt of Chandrasing ; but it is, after all, a suspicion and not proof, and accused 
ns get the benefit of a doubt. (The Yajddén Parast (53) and the Loka 
Mitra (55) of the same date express somewhat similar sentiments, and request 
Government to give their decision, bearing in mind‘ not wry law and justice, 
but also the manners and customs as well as the traditions of the Rajput Princes.) 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 24th October observes that Mr. Nandshankar — 
Tuljd4shankar, the new Divan of Cutch, is well educated, 
Approves of the appoint- learned, impartial and patient, and is well known in 
ment of Mr. poy orage' Gujarat. He has served as Assistant Political Agent in 
— “ome ees’ *  Rewa Kantha, and possesses the rare qualification of 
being able to please Government as well as the people. 
Though he isnot so good as Rév Bahadur Manibhdi Jasbhdi, there is nothing 
to object to his appointment which may therefore be approved of. 


The Samsher Bahadur (69) of the 22nd October states that the contractors 
of the Bhévnagar-Gondal Railway line have not been 
States that the officersem- paid the amounts already due to them. Their bills 


on the Bhavnagar- 
ane iutisonens 2° not passed, and they are therefore put to great 


ed 
_ properly. loss, as they pay their creditors interest on the sums 


obtained on credit from them. The officials engaged 
on the works are so lazy as not to finish any single work. The higher officials 
spend their time pleasantly and do not discharge their duties properly. The 
department needs improvement. 2 


Municipalities. 


The Bomhay Samdchdr (48) of the 25th October is grateful to the Town 
Council of Bombay for reducing the water-rate levied 


PS rescaggr ge the cote on places of public worship, but is concerned to find 
uance oOo water-Tra ns i = = - 
rorerped oe ili that a similar concession has not been made in the ease 


AE CRB of charitable buildings and institutions. Many schools, 

dharmshdlds, and other institutions are maintained 
by private charity, and in the present times of dearth it has become difficult to 
manage their expenses. Much money is spent by the Corporation on the water- 
supply, and some of it is wasted ; but it does not seem right that one of the 
sources of compensating for this loss should be a heavy water-rate on the 
charitable institutions which benefit the poor. There are other ways of making 
good the loss, and they should be adopted if necessary. It is therefore hoped 


_ that the water-rate levied on charitable institutions will be discontinued. (The 


Loka Mitra (55) of the 24th October expresses its satisfaction at the reduction 
of the water-rate). 


Railways. 


The Surya Prakash (46) of the 23rd October condemns the alterations 
_ Disapproves of the altera. ™ade in the time-table of the B. B. & C. 1. Railway, 
made in the time-table Which has come into force from the lst proximo, 
of B. R. & C. L Railway regarding the departure and arrival of the up and 
ee: geen §" and down mail trains. The reasons furnished in support 
mailirains. © Of the condemnation are the same as those given by 
the Rdst Goftdér (51) of the 17th instant, and noticed 

at some length in the last weekly summary. 


Miscellaneous. 


The Khéndesh Vaibhav (41) of the 22nd October reports that the agricul- 


tural prospects in that district are now somewhat 

l . prospec somewna 

pee Prospects mm improved by the rain which fell there on the 19th, 
20th, 21st and 22nd. 
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A correspondent of the Mahdrashtra Mitra (12) of the 21st October, 

| writing from Raychore, states that the merchants 
Gives ee oe ford “nin that neighbourhood have received two not-paid 
anonymous *Y anonymous letters, in one of which it is stated that 
ag a divine incarnation which was invisible till now will 
become manifest by the name of Madval Swami on Tuesday the 26th instant in 
the vicinity of Virbhadra Maharaj at Hadlkathi. He will be recognized by 
certain signs and will go about the country. In the other letter it is stated 
that a saint will come from the north on Saturday the 5th of Mdgha Shudha, 
Shaka 1809 (A.D. 1887) when there is Aswini Nakshatra and the sun near the 
Tropic of Capricorn. He will be attended by two Méyds (female spirits) one 
wicked, who will go to the nether world, and another holy, who will stay on 
earth. The letters are said to have been received from heaven at Vis’ves’var 
near Benares. The Editor of the Mitra says that he received the above letter 


by post. 


D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
3rd November 1880. 
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For the Week ending 6th November 1880. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


N P6—11 [con 610] 


‘No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. | of copies 
1ssU 
—_— — =a 
ENGLISH | 
*] | The Indian Spectator ..................0- Bombay ............ Weekly... | 300 
- 2 ah <I FOIE oe Scio cask cccsbentecens POON 225.05 Do. al 300 
ANGLO-MARA THI. a | 
' i 
WE BO IO i iis caine cas censansessdeders DONT ainsi dessiicn Daily aa 300 
4 ip IL eves innccncctndeceedcess BO © bvistsencs Weekly _....;_~—-1,200 
*5 jp = I CIEE ccs tscecnseciscesecsess NS oer Do. 400 
ee ee OS Ee nee penn Sa Do. 1,600 
Ee 1 gi SRI cccouns des ssnacbiocsnenssss ee bce Do. 325 
8 » Dina Bandhu............. SOS ner iste a ease Do. 300 
eee Ee rary epenen ny I cincscgeciccal Bi-weekly 700 
10 i RINE. no cosicnsisssrevecesesccs BS ioe tag gion Weekly 1,000 
Fg os cc iceoseudichesscses. ON Do. ] 390 

#12 | ,, Mah4rashtra Mitra ................. PB i sidccssscnceus Do. 250 

Te |} ge EROUIID PORGDBERE ono cccccocscesccsces a sae Do. 275 
MARA ‘THI, 

Wi4 | The Satya Mitra ...............00,0000.0.-- Bombay .«......200.. Tri-weekly 200 
oh} 4 - Gebeh Penk ............:....000000s ao Fortnightly 300 
16 | ,, Vividha Dnydn Vistar ............ ee eee Monthly 500 
i =e pT Weekly 200 

*18 | salt os cs cwtaceness BOM, ices ew Do. 200 
eee CC eee ee Monthly 700 
Bee See , Re Weekly 410 
On cciavcirviscxreicrecee: | ener pecoee Do. 375 
Be 1 ep ~ BERNIE PR cs cnctanesosnssenninns i lalla Do. | 340 
23 | ,, Vasai Samdchér ....... SESSA eee. cckecencs Do. 100 
Ol 1» aken—- Dade 050225035 25050505 ee... Do. | 400 
an.1-—-5-—-Seathermes DINE ~~... ..0ec-cnecces, ee Monthly ...| 600 
2 >= SEROURIEE | cccccoves Weekly... 130 
27 | ,, Pandhari Vritta .......... dividends Pandharpur ...... Do. . 150 
28 | , Hitechhn ...... TSR ep octet Kal&dgi .......0+++- eit ad 
2o~\"> Shubhe Suchak..............03...c000 i Dies aie Do. . 85 
30 ry) Dnyan S Cec cesecccccccccccocccoces Kolhapur eesteoues Do. ee 125 
31 | ,, Belgaum Samfchar ...............++ Belgaum............ Do,- ...). 300 
$2 | .» Dhérw4d Vritta .......... sévisevcolt ER ststins a De ide BD 
ee OREN al lg ee essen De od 2S 
34 » Vengurla Vritta ...... EAP SLAPS Vengoria ......... Do. ave 210 
Be is RN aa icsiigs ons cansscnce Ratnfgiri ......... ee ears. 
36 | ,, Satya Shodhak ........... RE De > wien Ee ae 

to  * “ee SE es ccccck sacs ee nee 
88 |, Gangé Lahari.......ssssscsecesce ae ~~ ws 
| , ee Abmednagar ...... | Do. oe] 185 


Names of Newspapers. 


Place of publication. 
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MARA’THI—continued. 
The Nagar Sam4chér 


andesh Vaibhav 
avarta 


Kaside Mumbai 


Dny4an Vardhak 
Svadesh Vatsal 

A’rya Dharma Prakash 
Vidya Mitra ~ 

Stri Bodha 


Nytee Vrekéah. ....0....<5.5.:55+ 
Svatantrata 


Kaira Vartaman - 
ee 
Broach Vartaman 


CANARESE. 


The Chandrodaya ..................+.- aun 
Urpv. 
The Kushful Akhbar 
Urpvu anv Hinpt. 
The Andalibi Hind 
= Pxrestan. 
The Mofurrohul Kalub 


| 


Do. 
Ahmedabad 


} 
f 


| Do. 
i 
' Broach 


Do. 


Nadiad ... 


| 


| Dharwad 


| 


Do. 


 Rurrachee’s-=277:: 


| Bombay .... ise. 


Do. “aa 
Tri-weekly ... 
Monthly 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Weekly 
Do. 


500 


300 


ee 


Notes.—'The various notices have been collected under different heads, which are printed in italics. 


The names of Newspapers are printed in italics, and the number of the Newspaper 10 the 


beginning of the report is printed in brackets after the name. 


The proprietors of the Newspapers marked * have not given information as to the numbe 


issued. Iu these cases, an estimate has been made by the Reporter. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Kédside Mumbai (58) of the 5th November, in an article entitled “ The 


ae opinion of the Turkish newspapers on the conduct 
Mentions the opinion ar of Mr. Gladstone (translated from other papers) ”’ 
Grito. pe discusses the question whether the Great Powers of 
Europe willingly exercise pressure on Turkey to make 
over Dulcigno to the Montenegrians, and replies that they do not willingly do 
so. England alone insists that it should be exercised. But by England is 
meant neither the English people nor the wise statesmen of that country, but her 
Premier Mr. Gladstone alone. He is an enemy of Turkey from of old, and as 
he now holds the reigns of the British Government, he wishes England to act 
against Turkey. Most of the English people and the wise British statesmen 
operly condemn his policy, but no effect is produced on him. Of all the 
Powers of Europe, England has been most friendly to the Ottoman Empire from 
of old, and once sacrificed a great deal of money and many brave soldiers to 
help it. She understands the great necessity of her being friendly to the 
Turkish realm, since that friendship is needed to enable her to maintain her 
hold over the six krores of Mahomedans (of India). The Premier, however, does 
not see this. -He considers the Turks as a barbarous people, and despises them. 
Mr. Gladstone, Sir Henry Layard, and their party bear a strong enmity towards 
Turkey. The first openly shows it; but the second conceals it under the 
outward appearance of friendship. Though several simple-minded Turks are 
deceived by this duplicity, Sir Henry may rest assured that men of experience 
see through it. The enmity of these persons has not irritated Turkey against 
England, for the English people and the Turks are friends, and Turkey does 
not care for the enmity of a few persons. Many wise and experienced English 
statesmen are aware that the present policy of Mr. Gladstone is more 
detrimental to English interests than to those of Turkey, and have raised. 
objections against it. But the Premier is determined to persevere in his 
policy, and therefore those objections have produced little effegt on him. 


The Subodha Patrika (6) of the 31st October says: “The Rdst Goftdr 


| lately alluded to an important matter, which, strange 
ooh 2 oqaalgg to say, has not attracted the attention of any other 
| ' Indian journal. It will be remembered that a few 

weeks ago when Reuter telegraphed to this country the purport of the Queen’s 
speech om the occasion of the prorogation of the Parliament, he sent the 
agreeable news that the speech contained a promise to India that a substantial 
part of the Afghan expenses would be borne by England. Our contemporary 
above alluded to draws attention to the fact that in the full speech of the Queen, 
which has been subsequently reported, there does not appear the remotest sign 
of the alleged promise. This isa very important matter, and the sooner all 
doubt about it is removed the better. Everybody in India believes that the 
promise is made, and that it is only a question of time to see it fulfilled. We 
also understand that in England the impression seems to be general that 
England will ultimately pay some part of the war expenses. We think it is 
desirable that a clear and authentic statement on the point should appear from 
the Government ; for, a present disappointment is decidedly better than a 


Seferred hope, particularly if the latter is destined to remain unfulfilled to the 
end. , 


The Gujardti (65) of the 31st October, in a leader headed ‘“‘ The Present 
Makes some remarks on eneration (No. V.)”, observes that the natives are 
the administration of India, Certainly grateful to the British Government for the 
diverse benefits conferred by it upon them, but they 

poy for the concession of new rights, and no attention is paid to their prayer 
lik senerations together. The British officers of this country act just as they 
ke, but Parliament does not check them, and the people say that this is doing 
for Ince eat injustice. After alluding to Mr. Parnell’s advocacy of Home Rule 
ihe land, the Gujardti observes that the people of India do not make a similar 
a and ; they say that a foreign Government cannot please its subjects by 
acting laws in its own interests alone. They wonder why Parliament does 
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not admit representatives from India. Messrs, Gladstone, Bright and Fawcett 
boldly advocate the cause of India, but nothing is practically done. Why 
were not Lord Lytton and Sir John Strachey impeached in Parliament for 


inflicting on India a heavy og cy loss and great risks? Parliament 
wishes the welfare of this country, but does not protect her interests. If there 


be Indian representatives in Parliament, they will be able’ to obtain some 
redress. The Gujardt: then dilates in its usual incoherent style on the inatten- 
tion of Parliament to this country, and: advises the people to make strong and 
incessant efforts to obtain their nghts from their British rulers. 


The Kdside Mumbai (58) uf the 1st November observes that some people 
eensure the Bombay army which opposed Ayub at 

ao Bow wos a. chy suffered a defeat, but it does not 
~aodievagga eserve any blame. Its strength was numerically far 

Ge hikes ce. inferior to that of Ayub’s troops, which were rec to 
be better diseiplined than other Afghan forces, and 

gmail bodies of British soldiers had previously routed large Afghan columns. 
General Primrose is also censured for making a sortie from the fort of Kardahar 
and losing about two hundred men, and a Court Martial will be held to make 
an enquiry into the affair. If such is the ease, why should not an enquiry be 


made into the eonduet of the statesmen who unnecessarily declared the Afghan 


war and saerified on its account krores of rupees and the lives of many brave 


soldiers? The late Ministry disregarded the advice of the public not to declare 


the war which is not eoncluded even now, and thereby brought the above- 
mentioned losses on this eountry. 


The Jame Jamsed (49) of the 1st November, in a leader headed “ In what 


_ does the stability of British rule in India eonsist?”, 
States in what the stability 


fc records the opinion expressed by Mr. Lepel Griffin, 
ee — that the real scientific frontier and the best safezuard 


for the defence of India consist in the British 
Government securing the confidence of their [Indian subjects. Government 
have already done mueh to deserve that confidence. The English rule has put a 
stop to internal wars and restored peace in the country ; crushed down Pind4ris 
and other brigands; adopted means for securing increased commercial prosperity ; 
encouraged education, art and industry; granted religious liberty ; uprooted 
the evil customs of the country ; and administered pure justice. But more remains 
yet to be done, and if Government succeed in that objeet, a strong scientific 
frontier will be secured, which will effectually check all foreign aggression. The 
people complain of the heavy burden of taxation which they bear at present. 
Qn the one hand the country has become poorer than before, and on the other, 
the taxes have increased, and the people are unable to pay them. War, famine, 
and other causes have impoverished the country, and twenty krores of ru 
are annually remitted to England as Home charges. Even after deducting from 
this heavy drain, which is one-third of the Indian revenue, the interest, paid on 
account of railway and other eapitalized funds a Jarge amount is expended in 
England, and if the present eourse continues, the country will be hopelessly 
impoverished. Jt is, therefore, necessary to effect a reduction in the Home 
charges and in the Indian eivil and army expenses. It is also desirable to give 
the natives an extended field for employment in the civil administration, and to 
pay due attention to the wants of the people. If Government do all this, the 


affection of the subjeets for their rulers will create so strong a frontier as no 
eign enemy will ever dare to cross. 


The Gujardti (65) of the 31st October observes that the people of India are 


si quite disgusted with the frequent mistakes made by 
Prays the British Govern- the British Government. In every political affair 
= ee to correct its errors thereis a mistake! When will this state of things end ? 
vn they are discovered. The very idea of the gravity of the situation fills the 

| mind with fear, but the British Government does not 

co to understand the risks it incurs. Very few of the incidents which have 
Pm ae occurred in connection with the Native States are of such a nature as 
oieay passed over. Government relies on its officers, who however act 


any, and Government is deceived in the end; but no attempt is made to 
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mend the existing state of things. This policy of indifference to the high- 


handed doings of its officers does not become the British Government. It 
behoves it to do justice to the people whenever any wrong done to them is 
brought to light. It is neither night nor advisable to pass over a mistake. It 
is hoped that Lord Ripon will ever be anxious to strengthen the British rule 
by devoting his serious attention to matters connected with the Native States. 
The Gujardtit then gives the case of the Chamba State in the Panjaub, in which 
an illegitimate son of the deceased Raja was placed upon the throne, and 
the legitimate son set aside. The latter made several applications to the 
Indian and the. Home Governments, but his claims were not admitted, though 
it was acknowledged on several occasions that injustice had been done to him. 
With regard to this case the Gujardti observes that it shows that under the British 
rule injystice is perpetrated, and it is to be regretted that this has occurred in 


spite of its admission by the Governors General and other officials. A similar 
case has never been heard of. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 31st October says: “It is sad to read of 


e ease of the Raja of Chambé as very simply stated 

_igepiedier| oe by the Madras Mail. The rightful hen to the throne 
7” of Chamb4 has to make room very likely through 
Darbér intrigue for ‘ the bastard son of a cow-herd’s daughter.’ Such occurrences 
are not rare amongst the degenerate Rajputs, as instances are not wanting even 
to-day of Rajas and Thdkors being no more than the unfathered offspring of 
a potter, a shoe-maker, or a tailor girl. But, as is done in other cases, the 
Government, though quite convinced of the iniquity of having adopted a 
spurious heir, will not undo the mischief! To volves a wrong is to plead to 
fallibility, and the Government of India is nothing if not infallible. And here 
has the world before it the spectacle of the most civilized Government sanctioning 
the perpetuation of a grievous wrong! The real Raja of Chambé is a pauper 
and an exile, living on the bounty of Lord Stanley of Alderley.. This noble 
Englishman has been trying hard to appeal to the conscience of the rulers. But 


_ their reply is ‘ we deplore the wrong but cannot redress it.’ What pusillanimous 


policy is this? ‘They starve the unhappy Prince, and then offer him a tempting 
compromise. But he will have his rights or none altogether, replies the noble 
Rajput. He may die in his pride wearied out by disappointment; but his 
cruel ill-treatment will always remain a blot on the Christian rule of England. 
What Englishman will care to criticize the Maratha or Mogul rule with such 
flagrant instances of injustice on the part of his own countrymen? The Raja 
of Chamba’s case is a fit object of Royal inquiry and commiseration.” 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 31st October, referring to the question raised in 


_ England whether India is worth holding, says: 
pe Bf he ars ‘“‘ From the earliest times England has always been a 
ing. rates poor country, and as such it has always been under the 


necessity of encroaching upon the resources of its 
neighbours, and this has been the cause of its wars with France, Scotland, and 


er powers. As the population increased, England was put to the necessity of 
ding out bread and butter for her sons ; she was therefore put to the necessity 
of turning her attention towards the East, where the sun of prosperity was in 
the ascendant. This she did in the 17th century. Ever since the time 
Englishmen first landed on the Eastern shores, they have been robbing India, 
é then richest eountry in the East, and paying off the demands of England. 


Now that they have fed themselves—and fed themselves gluttonously—we hear — 


the ed ‘why keep India? She has ever been a source of trouble to us.’ This 
best shows how the wind blows. Now that the mileh-cow has been milched (sic) 
to the last drop, now that it is found difficult to eke out money from the Indians, 
how that the Indians have to make mild protests, now that the extremely 


ne object of governing India has begun to be known, Englishmen have on 
it part begun to spread odium about India.” 


Not: a The Native Opinion (5) of the 31st October 
ooo nape HY weet notices favourably Mr. Shaw Stewart’s proposal with 
ment, regard to a popular representative assembly to be 
established in India. : 
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The Subodha Patrikd Oyen 31st 5 eS aoe by the mange? 
i Reli says: ‘‘ It appears that the Regency o 

Swi the Military Be- Patiala in the Panj ab subscribed Rs. 10,000 fox the 
ag Mili Relief Fund, and some of our Bengal contem- 
ies condemn the exercise of this generosity at the expense of a State, the 
Chief of which is a minor, and ask the Government to refund the amount. We 
wonder what our Bengal friends will say to the authorities of Kolhdpur, 
who have contributed to the fund the sum of Rs. 1,000 in the name of the 
Maharaja of that State. For it is well known that His Highness is considered 
by his official guardians and K4rbhdris so demented as to be incapable of know- 
ing what is good for his personal well-being. How then does it happen that he 
subscribes to a public fund, or are we to understand that His Highness had a 
jucid interval only for that purpose? But the little politicians of Kolh4pur 
have overshot the mark; they have not only given —— money in the names 
of the Maharaja and the other minor Chiefs, but they, so far as we have seen and. 


wo should be glad to know to the contrary, have given nothing themselves! — 


They ought to have at least followed the decent example of their betters at 


| Baroda, who not only forwarded the subscription of the young Gaikwar but 
= also added their own thereto.” | 


Refers to the reductionin Sir James Fergusson, says: ‘‘ It was very creditable of 
inland telegram chao? Pro Sir James Fergusson to have mooted the reduction of 
Se Rerence. ‘aed the cost of inland telegraphic messages. Half a rupee 


for 12 or 20 words is quite moderate, and we would 

have been glad had the Government of India seen its way to adopting Sir 
James’ business-like suggestion. His Excellency urged that the reduction 
would be followed by increased receipts. Nay, he went further and even offered 
to ‘guarantee’ the revenue in this branch. But the Olympians have ruled 
it otherwise. ‘They have disposed of the proposal in an off-hand way. The 
Resolution is, very verbose, suffering from quite a hemorrhage of tall talk. 
‘Climate, internal resources, average individual prosperity, and the social 
conditions of the country’ must be taken into account. So say the seven wise 
men who rule us from the clouds. Great Britain is different from India. It is 
the centre of trade and civilisation. It is immeasurably richer, India is 
tropical. Telegraphic wires and other implements are sooner spoiled here. A 
_ larger quantity of stores has to be laid aside for emergencies. All these cost the 
State much. Theri again the lines have in years past never paid any interest 
on the capital sunk on them. It is only recently they have been made a paying 
concern. The State must be compensated for its previous losses. Then again, the 
uniformity of principle, so dear to bureaucrats, would receive a shock. Now we 
may say that there is something in the line of argument adopted in the 
lution of the Government of India. But taking everything into consideration, 

we emphatically say that the suggestion of Sir James Fergusson was worthy of 
atest. Reduction in the fare of third class passengers by rail has always been 
attended with great success and increased revenue. That is a fact now patent 
to the entire civilized world. Again, reduction in postage has been attended by 
the same beneficial results. Even the Indian post-card system has worked 
Wonderfully well, and has, we are informed, proved a success. Such being the 


bee we are of opinion that reduction in the rates of telegraphic messages would 
followed by the same happy results.” 


The Bombay Chronicle (44) of the 31st October approves of the proposal 


Regrets submitted by the Bombay Government to the Supreme 
of the “ahead ore Geveisanst for the redaction of inland telegram 
% reduce the inland telegram Charges, and regrets that the latter have refused to 
vo: pth not been sanc- sanction it. It is well known that low postal and 
‘Gat Tapreme Gor telegraph rates are a great convenience to the 
De people, and thereby increase the incomes of those 
hen iments 5 and the Bombay Government and the Chambers of Commerce 

and at Calcutta are of the same opinion. Notwithstanding these facts, the 
me Government have refused to adopt the proposal. They have given 
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saveral #edsons for their disapproval of, the scheme, which “are howeve# 
pot satisfactory, except that a reduction of the charges in the whole country 
will have to be made. They have, it seems, refused to dccépt the pro- 
, not because the income of the department will be lessened thereby, 
at because it will be necessary to reducé the cost of the department, 
which consumes more than eighty per cent. of the income, and several officials 
will have to be discharged. It is no wonder then that the proposal should 
meét with a determined opposition on the part of those whosé interests weré 
affected by it. If His Excellency Sir James Fergusson be désirous of having 
his good proposal carried out and of earning the gratitude of thé people, he 
should devote his attention to the reduction of thé extravagant éxpenditure on 
the Telegraph Department which may be convéniéntly amalgamated. with the 
Postal Department, as is the case in England. When the cost df the Departnient 
is lessened, there will be no difficulty in reducing the telegrapliic charges. 


The Broach Samdéhkér (74) of the 4th November, in alluding to the death 

: of a child at Calcutta caused by the dispensation of a 

Recommends that native wrong drug by a native druggist; observes that in the 
druggis Se on aS Gujarat Districts also there are several native druggists 
4 ssn have no. 46Who sell Europe medicinés without having any 
knowledge. knowledge of their effects. Great risk is incurred 


in purchasing medicines from their shops, and hence 


it behoves Government to prevent them from selling such medicines, and to 


issue licenses to such persuns only as have a knowledge of the effects of them. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 5th November observes that the 


authorities at Calcutta appear to be engaged in 


Observes that great care devising measures for keeping the sale of native drugs 
should be takén in enacting 


under due control. Itis highly desirable that great 

_~ rot © of country care should be exercised in the ‘ain of medicinal drugs, 
but great caution should also be exercised in keeping 

a check on it by means of a special legislative enactment. The native druggists 
are already subject to the general laws and the punishments involved by their 
infringement. It has not been shown that this check is insufficient, and that 
the liberty has been misused in the absence of a better control; nor have the 
natives complained of the existing arrangements. It does not therefore seem 
right that the occurrence of one or two mishaps should lead to the enactment 
of a special law on the subject: Again, the present law-makers do not pay 
sufficient attention to the inconveniences arising from new laws, nor is due 
consideration shown to the opinions of the Native Members of the Councils. 
Under these circumstances laws should be enacted only when they are absolutely 


necessary. Moreover, Europe medicines may have found favour with rich and 


well-to-do people, but poor persons are unable to derive any benefit from them 
on account of their high price. The latter prefer the native medicines which 
are sold cheap. Perhaps these medicines sometimes do injury to them ; but it 
cannot be asserted that similar disadvantages do not follow from Europe 
medicines. It may be-that the latter medicines are less injurious than coun 
medicines ; but when poor people cannot afford to get them, it would not be 
nght to raise hindrances in the way of their getting the usual drags. 


The same observes that about eighteen thousand men die annually from 
Obeery snake-bite, and that this number is one-fifth of the 
for killing a that the reward total number of deaths from the attacks of wild and 
small and shouldbe increased’ Venomous animals, Notwithstanding this, a reward of 
six annas only is paid for killing a snake; but its 

small value does not lead to an increase in the destruction of these dangerous 
reptiles, and the number of deaths has been nearly the same for many years 
past. There is great risk in attempting to kill a serpent, and nobody likes to 
ew it for the sake of six annas. The large numbers of serpents which are 


F ed every year are destroyed in the ordinary course, and not through an 
mere to earn the small reward. If, however, the value of the reward is in 
stealer number of the reptiles than are killed at present will be destroyed, 
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and then the number of deaths from snake-bites will decrease. It is to be 


regretted that though the above recommendation has been frequently made, 


the Government of India have not adopted it. 


The Gujardti (65) of the 31st October, in alluding to the contribution of 
rupees thirty thousand made by the India Office for the 

‘Observes that Indian articles purchase of Indian articles of art to be deposited in the 
of art org with ry «3 South Kensington Museum, observes that the purchase 
png | ong 1 aga ecm will’ no doubt give a trifling encouragement to the 
o Indian arts, but the people of India and not those of 
England should derive benefit from the collection. It seems proper that the 
articles purchased with the contribution should be deposited in one of the 
Indian museums. As long as Government fail to show by their acts that they 


consider England and India alike, so long will there exist a deep gulf between 


the two countries instead of their coming closer to each other. 


The Vidyé Mitra (62) for the month of November, in an article headed 


 s of the. hose fault isit?” asks the question, what have 
_ Desires catAct. the Native Editors done to remove the great injustice 
. done to the Native Press under the regime of Lords 
Beaconsfield and Lytton? The defeat of the Conservative party and their 
imperialistic policy ought to revive in the breast of every Native Editor, the 
hope of getting back the old and precious liberty of the Press conceded by Lords 
Metcalfe and Macaulay. Messrs. Gladstone, Bright and Fawcett, and Lord 


Hartington have not only condemned the deprivation of this liberty, but the 


Premier and the Secretary of State for India have instructed Lord Ripon to 
make due enquiries and to communicate to them at an early date his opinion 
about the desirability of its restoration. It was the duty of the Native Editors 
to send deputations to the Viceroy immediately on his arrival in this coun 

at every stage of his journey to Calcutta, praying for the repeal of the Act. 
That epportunity was foolishly lost; but another will present itself at the end 
of the current month, which ought not to be lost. Lord Ripon will come to 
Bombay to receive Lady Ripon, and a memorial praying for the repeal of the 
Act should be presented to him on that occasion by a deputation of Native 
Editors. No negligence ought to be shown in this important matter, which 
concerns the liberty of the people and the welfare of the country. The noble- 
man, who for the sake of truth and conscience gave up the religion followed 
by his ancestors, will not fail to liberate the Press from its bondage on his being 
convinced of the oppression practised by the late Government. After expatiat- 
ing on the duty of the present generation to leave to the next an unshackled 
Press, the Mitra observes that it remains for the people of this country to point 
out to Messrs. Gladstone and Bright as well as to Lord Ripon that though they 
had no hand in the curtailment of the liberty of the Press, yet since it was done 
mM spite of their just condemnation of it, it behoves them to adhere to their 
principles and to fulfil their promises. They will do this if the people of India 
make a proper representation to them. 


- The Jéme Jamsed (49) of the 6th November observes that several dishonest 


. rsons incur debts for the purpose of obtaining 

a 1 — dations of additional comforts and conveniences, and seek the 
law for dishonest debtors. -  P¥otection of the Insolvency Court when their creditors 
press them for payment. This complaint is not confined 

to India alone, but existsin England also, and it is intended to make certain altera- 
bons in the Insolvency Law of the latter country, providing for the punishment of 
ishonest debtors. ‘The Indian Insolven cy Act is also defective, and many 
dishonest individuals cheat their creditors by taking the benefit ofthe Act. The 
W does not provide any punishment for persons, who, under its cover, are at 
Present able to accomplish their evil intentions. In two recent cases of dishonesty 
6 Honourable Justice Bayley has inflicted on the debtors the punishment :it 
Was in his power to bestow. He has withheld the protection order for a certain 


Period. _ But this punishment is not likely to be felt by the debtors, who at the 

— will be taken to prison, but will get maintenance allowance which will be 

‘ort of punishment to their creditors. It is ngny desirable therefore that 
r disho 


some effective punishment should be provided fo 


nest debtors, and some 
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-. pther changes should be made in the Insolvency Law. In conclusion, the Jénié 
 Jamsed advises the Bombay Chamber of Commerce to take up the subject, and 
~ make a proper representation to the authorities. 


~The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 1st November observes that though the 
: sale Government of India may not accept all thesuggestions 
Observes that certain re- made in Mr. Caird’s Famine Report, they must 
ppmmendations made by Mr. . . °, . + 
‘Caird should be adopted. concur in his recommendations for the improvement 
: of land and the employment of nativeson a larger 
| scale, and should give effect to them at an early 
date without the least hesitation. To neglect or delay in these _parti- 
eulars. is to allow the poverty of India to run its course unchecked. In 
the first place the productive capabilities of the land must.be improved. In 
the absense of improved manures in sufficiently large quantities, the land has 


become very poor, and yields a small return. The cultivators know this short; 


coming, and are anxious to remove it, but cannot find means to actomplish 
their object. They are unable to distinguish between the different sorts of 
inanures required for different lands. They do not know agricultural chemistry; 
and are therefore quite ignorant of the matter. The only remedy for this 
state of things is to give an agricultural education to the children of the farmers. 
Again; the existing mode of assessing lands and recovering the assessments are 
harsh and disadvantageous, and néed improvement. In this niatter the State 
revenue alone should not be the only object but the profit derived by the 
cultivators should also be duly considered. In several cases the assessment is 
greater than the profit, and conduces to the ruin of the cultivator. It should be 
fixed at such a rate as would easily allow of its payment éven in bad seasons. Mr. 
Caird’s recommendation that various trades and professions should be opened for 
the natives is really valuable. Under the present scarcity of occupation and service 
many uneducated as well as educated persons have to remiain without employment, 
and the poverty of the country is thereby increased. The employment of 
natives under the State should be extended, and many articles which can be 
produced or manufactured in this.country should be used by Government in 
place of those obtained from England. Encouragement should also be given 
to the production and manufacture of ‘articles in the country itself, which are 
not produced and manufactured in it at present: 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 31st October, in continuation of its article 
s on the condition of the Deccan peasantry noticed in 
Pier ~ — of the last weekl y summary, says that pe sowkdrs or 
: money-lenders on whom these people depend are of 
two kinds.—(1) The petty sowkdrs of the villages, belonging chiefly to the 
Mérw4di or Gujar class, who supply the ordinary wants of the royts in the shape 
of seed and articles of food or clothing as well as lend them small sums of money. 
itis usual with this class of sowkdrs to obtain on credit large sums of money 
from the wealthy capitalists at a small interest and to lend them in sma 
portions to the needy ryots at exorbitant compound interest. They are in this 
way of great use to the ryots, who willingly return the full amount from the 
produce of their fields, as otherwise the sowkédrs do not hesitate to resort to the 
avil courts to get redress. By this arrangement the sowkdrs are able to secure 
the confidence of the capitalists, the ryots receive assistance in times of need, 
and the Government does not find any difficulty in recovering the assessments. 
(2) Another class of sowkdrs are the wealthy capitalists above alluded to, who 
prawalty live in the larger cities and towns, and who carry on the regular 
usiness of money-lenders. They are able to secure large profits to themselves 
through the instrumentality of the petty sowkdrs without much risk or trouble. 


e ony of this arrangement, however, depending upon mutual assistance, 
was ruthlessly broken by the jarring strife of the elements during the late 
famine. When the ryots were deprived of the means of livelihood, the 
Tl de sowkdrs were ruined to no small extent. Not only did they lose 
This y had lent, but also their very business was affected for the time being. 
dens 712d on the capitalists, who had to stop all business, as they were 
Served of their legitimate profits. The result was that the land revenue 

as affected in its turn, and is still being affected, as experience has shown. 
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It therefore became patent to the Government that some remedy must be 
found to mend this abnormal state of things; and it was necessary to adopt 
gome measure beneficial to the ryot, the sowkdr, and the Government. It was 

to save the ryot, to protect the rights of the sowkdr, and to prevent 
the land revenue ton ei g affected injuriously. Instead of doing anything of 
the kind, however, Sir Richard Temple, who was appointed Famine Commissioner 
in the Deccan and whose antecedents led the people to form high expectations 
from his nomination to that post, in order to hide from public view—especially 
the authorities in England—the results of the mistaken policy of Government in 
matters fiscal, took advantage of one of the suggestions of the Deccan Riots’ 
Commission, and, assisted by the Honourable Mr. Hope, boldly asserted that the 
sowkaérs alone were to be held responsible for the prevailing agricultural distress. 
Thus originated thé so-called Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act, which was 
stoutly opposed by experienced critics before it was passed into a law, and 
the evil effects of which will be noticed on a future occasion. : 


The same says that Sir Richard Temple’s Resolution of December 1878 to 
ie es ik Bow the effect oo ae ae nea and 
Se aa ernmen+ treasurers under the Mémlatd4rs in the Revenue 
eeu sega Department should be reserved only for University 
uates, was hailed by them with joy, but their good expectations have been 
isappoimted. It is but natural that heads of offices should look with distrust 
upon the intrusion of outsiders and strangers, and it is a little too much to 
expect a Collector in the mofussil to give them preference over his own men. 
All this is, however, ans pa the kind Resolution of Sir Richard Temple, 


which will soon become a deadletter, unless Government takes energetic steps 
to the contrary. ) 


The Nydya Sindhu (39) of the 1st November, referring to the recent changes 
in the management of Primary Schools in the Bombay 
ga gt of the recent Presidency, says that it was originally the intention of 
es im connection with Go ; : h ae 
Primary Schools. vernment to diffuse education among the people in 
order to make them intelligent and learned, but that 
those views have recently undergone a change, as is evident from the increased 
difficulties and expense placed in the way of higher education and from the 
recent rules which are ealculated to injuriously affect even the obtaining of a 
superior knowledge of the vernaculars such as was hitherto received in Govern- 
ment schools. The Educational Department, which has been an independent 
one since 1854, will now become subordinate to the Revenue Department. 


The Arunodaya (20) of the 31st October rejoices at the nomination of 

Rejoi . .. Rav SAheb Vishvandéth Ndrdyan Mandlik to the vacant 

of Mr. V. oe seat in the Bombay Legislative Council vice the 
seat in the Council. Honourable Mr, Murarji Gokuldds deceased. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 31st October, rejoicing at, the same, says: 
“eng **¥n Mr. Mandlik we have decidedly a better qualified 

goer ang representative than even his lamented predecessor. 
The selection is every way a happy one, and we heartily thank the Government 
of Bombay for it.” (The Satya Mitra (14) of the 2nd November, and the Native 
Upinion (5) of the 31st October express similar sentiments.) 


The Gangé Lahari (38) of the 29th October disapproves of the action of 


| Refers to ,.« Government in the case of Mr. Nan& Moroji as 
fers to Mr. Nané ekg ae 
“oroji’s case. betraying hastiness and impatience. 


__ The Dina Bandhu (8) of the 31st October, referring to the same, says that 


the best course for Government in this instance would 

Refers to the same. have been to have given a simple warning to the 

: | Magistrate as his long and meritorious services justly 

and fairly entitled him to a favourable consideration. Throughout his whole 

career Mr. Nand has been strict, just and upright in the discharge of his duties, 

ey it will be very long indeed before another gentleman of equal abilities will 
® found to fill the post hitherto held by him, 
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The Native Opinion (5) of the same date, referring to the same, says that 
bie if His Excellency the Governor could show no mercy 
Refers to the same. to such a high officer as Mr. Nand, it is extremely 
| doubtful whether he will ever show it atall. Mr. 
N4nd’s fate will damp the spirits of native Government officers, and it will 
henceforth be difficult to foresee what Government may do at any time. People 
will naturally begin to feel that local native Government is after all beneficial 
in the long run; because if Mr. Nand had done the same important services to 
his own Government as he did to the British during the late Mutiny, he would 
certainly have been rewarded with a grant of indm lands in perpetuity. But 
the present Government knows not how to confer such indms. Mr. Ryan’s 
ee to the place vacated by Mr. Nand will moreover serve to strengthen 
e 


n expect to be appointed to high and responsible posts. (The Poona 
Vaibhav (18) of the 2nd November expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 31st October says that the appointment of 
Mr. P. Ryan as the Third Presidency Magistrate is 

— = Mr. Ryan's ap- quite satisfactory. Mr. Ryan is as good as a native, 
F -and a more trustworthy friend of the ‘natives than 


many an Anglicised Aryan upstart. 


The Native Opinion (5) of the same date, referring to the same, says: “ We 
eongratulate Mr. Ryan on his election to the Magis- 

Refers to the same. terial Bench, but we regret we cannot congratulate 

| ‘the Government of Bombay on their discrimination 

or discretion. So few of the higher posts have been held by the natives of the 


country that the withdrawal of one well-paid appointment from that body 
becomes a national grievance.” , 


The Guwardts (65) of the 3lst October, after giving some rumours in 


connection with Mr. Nand Moroji’s resignation, that 
Observes that the postof the Honourable Mr. Ravenscroft-was against his bein 
eT nird Magistrateor Police, eompelled to resign his service, that Sir Michael 
retirement of Mr. Ning Westropp wrote to Government in his favour, and that 
Moroji, should have been the Supreme Government wrote to the Bombay 
conferred on a native. Government that they should not have taken the 
harsh step, observes that the people of Bombay are 
unanimously of opinion that Mr. Nand should not have been compelled to 
resign. The Europeans also were not slow in expressing their own sentiments 
on the subject, and Government ought to have therefore shown some regard for 
the public opinion. It is to be regretted that they should have resolved not to 
appoint a native to this post, which should have been conferred upon Mr. 
Mahddev Govind Ranade, who acted in it in 1871, or upon some other deserv- 
ing native. Nothing can be said against Mr. Ryan; but his appointment is to 
et because the natives have lost the place. It is said that. Mr. 
Vosabhéi Frémji will also resign his post, and if he does so and Mr. Webb 
18 appointed in, his place, the rights conferred on the natives by the 
Honourable Messrs. Frere and Ellis will be taken away. People formed great 
expectations from Sir James being nominated the Governor of Bombay ; but 
looking at the incidents which have occurred in his time, he will never be 
forgotten. - 
The Rast Goftdr (51) of the 31st October, in alluding to the appointment of 
_ Mr. Ryan as the Third Magistrate of Police, Bombay, 
native observes that it is to be regretted that in place of two 
, Native Magistrates at the Presidency town there 
should now be only one. It is true that Mr. Ryan, 
having acted as a Magistrate before and performed 


the duties with great ab 


the ility, has to a certain extent made good his claims to 
place ; but it depends on the pleasure of Government to admit them. The 
claims of the native public to two of the Bombay magisterial posts are more 
Rar hor than those of Mr. Ryan. A great deal of convenience is caused to the 
ha Ves by the appointment of Native Magistrates, and that consideration should 

ve induced Government to bestow the place on a native, independent of the 


F pare notion which is arn gaining ground in this country, that natives. 
not 
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their political right to high places in the administration. It is to 

that Government should have made the mistake of not making such 
gn appointment, and that they should have given cause for increased 
dissatisfacti 


estion of 
te 


ion among the natives. 3 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 31st October, in alluding to the refusal of the 
Bombay Government to concede municipal franchise 

Observes that Government to the city of .Poona, observes that it seems that 
oaght not — ts ie Government either do not consider the people of this 
Se tell country as human beings, or think that they are 
unci and incompetent to take a part in 
politics, since every prayer to allow the fee to take a part in the Government 
of their country is met with a refusal. ‘Though the municipal franchise has been 
granted to the Presidency towns of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, the request 
ef the mofussil cities for a similar concession is not complied with. If this is 
done on the supposition that they are not yet able to make a right use of the 
concession, it is simply a mistake. When Government select the mofussilites 
for seats in the Legislative Councils, there can be no good reason to suppose 
that they are not able to return proper representatives to conduct the manicipal 


corporations. ‘The concession may, if necessary, be made temporarily, and if 


found to work successfully, it may then be granted permanently. If Gov- . 


ernment are not prepared to do even this much, they had better not select any 
Municipal Commissioners at all, and leave the management of the municipalities 
to the Collectors, according to whose opinfdns and views they are virtually 


conducted at present. (The Loka Mitra (55) and the Bombay Chronicle (44) of 
the same date express somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Hitechhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 4th November observes that the 
: circular order issued by the late Educatioal Inspector, 
Requests the Educational N_.[)., to admit the children of Dheds into Government 
schools led to the desertion and the closing of about 
= he sigma oo eight schools in the Kaira District ; but ie. Saesneed 
| and the present Educational Inspector having made 
certain arrangements, either of their own accord or by order of Government, all 
the closed schools with the exception of that of Karamshad have been re-opened. 
About two hundred children attended the last-mentioned institution, but a 
Dhed boy having been admitted into it, it was deserted by its students, and 
was consequently closed. An order has been passed in regard to it that it 
should not be re-opened, that the master should be transferred to some other 
place, and that the students; who attended it, should not be admitted into any 
other school. This order is oppressive and unjust. The Local Funds Act 
requires that if a village contains a large number of boys who require education, 
a school should be opened in it. Hence the villagers of Karamshad are likely 
to get back their contribution to the Local Fund Cess employed for educational 
parposes, if they only file a civil, suit against the authorities. In eonclusion, 
the Hitechhu hopes that the Educational authorities and the Local Fund 
Committee will re-open the school and remove the complaint. 


The same observes that now-a-days the educational authorities pay great 
Givesthe rumonr that some 2ttention to the increase of attendance in the schools, 
school-masters enter false but it is rumoured that some school-masters enter 
show ot the school-rolls to false names on the rolls and pay their school-fee from 
rea of their pupil. thenum- their own pockets. It is inexplicable how this can 
occur when the authorities examine the schools 

regularly. It however behoves the Educational Inspector and his Deputy to 


ascertam whether there are boys in the village or town bearing the nam 
fatered on the school-rolls. . | | ied ~ 
The Jalgaum Samdchdr (43) of the 31st October reports that one or 

R ores two tigers have appeared in the vicinity of Vitner, 
one or two tigers PP ihiedah, =. _— been lately destroying some cattle and 
The Hitechhy (28) of the 31st October reports a case of dacoity which 
Wits eis dacoity happened about the 23rd of that month on the road to 

* the village of Chandargi, in which some dacoits or 
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highway. robbers sto 


pped the cart of a clotli-inerchant and, tying him up in’ & 
blanket, took away all he had with him. The writer is sorry that no inquiry 


whatever has been made into this case by the authorities concerned, and is of 
opinion that the Political Agent ought to see that the K4rbharis of Native 
States try to put a stop to such acts. | 


The Dina Bandhu (8) of the 31st October contains a copy of 4 petition 
LE Re ee ee forwarded to the Collector of Poona by the inbabitants 
Contin “eto: of Poona Of leven villages of thé Bhimthadi Téluka of the 
aon by the inhabitants of -Poona Zilla, praying for the construction of a tank 
eleven villages in the Bhim- near Malad, the site of which has been already 
thadi Taluka of the Poons syryegyed by Government, and. which should be 
Zilla. | connected with thé Shirsophal Tank. This will have 
the effect of supplying the taluka with abundant water for drinking as well as 
agricultural purposes. This will be beneficial to the Governnient as well as to 
the ryots who live chiefly by agriculture. 


The Bombay Chronicle (44) of the 31st October is much gratified to 

7 héar of thé incident that His Excellency Sir James 

_ Observes that the Police of Fe n, while driving over the Bhendi Bazér Road 

to apt towards Poor,.PeoP —Dbullock’s tail in order to make a cart go into a bye-lahe; 

ort Al me wa and expressed his great displeasure at the vasa. 

The Chronicle obsérves that conduct similar to thé 

above is very common With the policemen of this city, and if His Excellénéy 

asks the heads of the police to instruct the men under them to act with civility 

and consideration in the case of poor people particularly, he will earn tlie deep 
pratitude of the public. 


Native States. 


The Nésik Vritia (37) of the 30th October, referring to the Udepur trial, 
Se ak says that everybody is fully convinced that the Judge 
Refers to the Udepar trial. 44 Birdwood will be of the same Opinion as the 
public about the Prince’s innocence. But some do not augur a satisfactory 
conclusion of the Case on account of its having been faken up by Government. 
The Vritta,; however, hopes that this evil prophesy will prove to be untrue. 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 31st October, referring to the same, says 
hea that as the State of Udepur has powe* to try all the 
— ‘criminal cases in its own jurisdiction, the Government 
ong to have asked the Raja to conduct the trial himself in the presence of the 
Po itical Agent with the assistance of pleaders and barristers. Instead of doing 
which, the Government have violated the rights of the Raja and ordered the 
Prince to be tried before one of their own Judges like an ordinary criminal. 
The policy adopted by Government is intended to create suspicion and mistrust 
ae minds of all the Indian Princes, which will unnecessarily make them feel 
heasy. 
The Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 2nd November, referring to the same, says 
A that the evidence has not proved the charge brought 
jee against the Prince, and that the only interest evinced 
aie expected decision of Government is to see how far they intend to govern 
ndia according to English law, and whether they have any respect for the 
manners, customs and traditions of the Hindu nation. 


The Satya Shodak (56) of the 31st October, referring = — ae val of 
_  Rév Bahddur Manibhd4i Jasbhdi from the Divanshi 

in Cares the stato pec 3508 of Cutch, says that from that time the affairs. of that 
of Mr. Manibhai. State have fallen into confusion. Before another 
A Council of Regency could be formed, the Political 
Agent made numerous changes in all the departments and offices. Several 
— were transferred from one de ent to another, the salaries of some 
This Eecnced, others were removed from office, and some places were abolished. 
as displeased all the subjects of the Rav and a gloomy silence prevails 


“verywhere. No trace is left of the admirable system of administration introduced 


on the preceding Thursday; saw a policeman twist 4— 
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by Mr. Manibhéi. 1. Many educated natives from British territory were 
employed in the service of the State by Mr. Manibhd4i with the intention of 
improving its condition, and the Political Agent himself was for adopting the 
game policy till the end of last year. But he has now changed his views all of 
asudden. Privilege leave had been lately granted to one of those officers at his 
own request, and yet during his absence his place was abolished, and he was 
‘informed of it accordingly! Another officer was informed that his services 
were no longer required, and that he had better try to get his old post under 
the British Government! The same was done with a third officer! A fourth 
oficer was informed that his salary was reduced, and that he should therefore 
either serve on that reduced salary or leave the State! 2. Another important 
revolution made in the administration of the State by Major Reeves is that the 
salaries of a large number of the natives of Cutch, who were employed in 
responsible posts by the late Divén on aceount of their fitness and ability, have 
been reduced by one-half or one-third, because they were considered to be 
friendly to Mr. Manibhai. 3. There is a class of people called Mod, who have 
become great favourites with the Agent, and who are therefore being appointed 
to high posts. One Mod has been appointed in each office. It is generally 
understood that the Mods are informers or spies. Those people are being 
transferred from the lowest suddenly to the highest places. 4. Some people 
who had been thrown into prison by the late Divdn on account of their 
dishonesty have been purposely set free, and employed in the service of the 
State! All these things have greatly displeased the officers of the Darbér, the 
Rani of His Highness the late Rav, the merchants, and the Bhayads. A 
criminal court at Lakhpdtan has been closed. No one has yet been appointed to 
conduct the administration, while the regime introduced by Major Reeves is of 
the above description. It is difficult to understand the intention of Government 
in creating all this confusion. It seems that His Excellency the new Governor 


of Bombay is not well disposed towards the Native States. When the Liberal 


Ministry now in power intends to mend the errors of its predecessor and to 
protect the rights of the Native States as well as of the people, it is not proper 
that the very beginning of its administration should be characterized by such 


indications of the reverse of that policy. It behoves the Government therefore 
to keep its reputation unsullied. | 


The Rdst Goftér (51) of the 31st October observes that His Excellency Sir 


ames Fergusson seems scarcely to understand the great 
guven mmarke te connee- muddle he has made in the improved administration of 
tration of the Catch 8g " the Cuteh State by the abolition of the Regency Council 
| ae and the removal of Rav Bahdidur Manibhdi Jasbhdi. 
This State has become one more instance of the native principalities being allowed 
to be ruined by the wilful conduct of the Political Agents; and it is no less 
to be regretted that it is no longer to be allowed to be administered by 
educated natives, and thereby to become more prosperous than it has been. 
Major Reeves has appointed Mr. Nandshankar Tuljdshankar, the Assistant 
Political Agent of Mahi K4nta, as the Divdn, and as he is the author of a few 
hooks and has a good experience of the Political Department, his appointment 
#8 not a bad one. But it is questionable whether he will act with sufficient 
independence in his new office. He served before under Mujor Reeves, and 
was so much occupied in performing this service that he failed to attract the 
pee notice. Though his education makes him competent to become the 
ivan, his connection with Major Reeves does not make him so. The aim of 
the Political Agent appears to be that he should administer the State just as he 
‘es, and he has secured the services of one who can assist him in doing so. 
Even though Mr. Nandshankar should desire to exercise his independence of 
» 1t would be difficult for him to do so, since Major Reeves has, it is 
said, made numerons changes in most departments of the State in accordance 
dane his own views. These changes jin the appointments of the higher officials 
save created fear and vexation not only in that State, but in the Native States of 
Kathidwér and other provinces. A correspondent of the Times of India 
mentions these changes, and, if the account given by him he trug, it is certainl 
ibs surprizing that it should he so. The educated natives who were in Briti 


Sploy and who were taken over by the Regency Council for employment in 
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the State only a year ago, will, it is said, be sent back to their former posts. 
Again, the salaries of several servants of the State are reduced by one-half and of 
gome others by three-fourths, and individuals of the Mod class, whom the Political 
Agent favours and the late Divan opposed, have been advanced from small to 
large salaries. More objectionable than the above is said to be the employment 
in responsible posts of persons who were convicted and imprisoned by His 
Highness the late Rav Priégmalji. The court established at Lakhpat for the 
convenience of the agricultural classes has been also abolished. ll the people 
of the State have become dissatisfied. No Regeney Council has been yet 
inted, and the will of the late Rdv that the administration should be 
eonducted by a Divdén with the aid of the Council remains unexecuted. 


~The Samsher Bahddur (69) of the 29th October observes that Government 


_. having set aside the will of the late Prdgmalji, the 
en ais the Catehi Rév of C utch, and created difficulties in the iadependend 
sabjects in Bombay'are about administration of the State, all the subjects of that 
to appeal against the decision principality as well as the members of the ruling 
af the Bombay Government family have become uneasy. Injustice has also been 
in rogard to the inte Heseney done to the late able Divan R4v Bahadur Manibhdi 
Jasbh4i. Government have not published the reasons 
which have induced them to take this seemingly unjust course. The whole of 
the Native Press as well as the Bombay Gazette and other indeperdent papers 
have very properly raised their voice against it. Though the Political Agent of 
Cutch, the Government, and the State Secretary for India have on different 
- occasions praised the late Divan for his great abilities and good administration, 
he has been removed from his post apparently without any reason. It is 
gratifying therefore that the elder Rani.of the State and the Cutchi subjects in 
Bombay have resolved to appeal and seek redress against the unjust step. 


Municipalities. ° 


The Jalgawm Samdchér (43) of the 31st‘October says that the municipality 

' thereof has informed the people that they should 

Mnaiipelite the Jalgaum whitewash their houses on the outside, and that any- 
. body failing to do so will be fined Rs. 50. The 


Samdchédr wonders why such a heavy fine should be inflicted for not complying 
with the order. 


The Bombay Samdchar a of the 2nd hag observes that the 
, : uarterly report of the Health Department of Calcutta 
oe, -— cheek va one as to what kind of articles of human 
y . 3 
give in its quarterly food come to the market in an unwholesome con- 
reports an account of its pro- dition, and what quantities of them are confiscated 
we im connection with and destroyed by the department. Nimilar information 
an fel xp te ait is not furnished to the public by the Health Depart- 
human food exposed for sale. P y 
| ment of Bombay. Inthe Bombay markets unwhole- 
some articles of food are frequently seen, and it is desirable to know what steps 
are taken by the Health Department in regard to them. By publishing 
information on this subject, the sellers of these articles will be kept under good 
check, and the consumers will be on their guard against purchasing them, and will 
have the consolation that the municipal authorities take due precautions in the 
matter. Not only in out of the way places, but even in the public markets in 
Bombay unwholesome Europe-made biscuits, jelly, extract of meat, &c., are 
‘ometimes seen exposed for sale, and their very condition bespeaks that they 
cannot be ‘wholesome. Meat and fish are to be seen in a similar condition, 
and bad milk is also openly sold. Strict supervision on their sale needs to be 
exercised by the Health Department, which should not fail to give an account of 
ils Operations in the quarterly reports. 
A correspondent of the Jéme Jamsed (49) of the Ist November observes 
1 ' that the earcases of dead cattle and other animals are 
for that the fee now removed from Bombay. to Coorla. It appears 
the of the carcases 
of animals in Bombay is exor. that Messrs. Ro & Co. have taken a contract 
Ditant, for their disposal, and lay claim to every carcase 
taken there. The Company charges fifteen rupees 
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for the burial of the carcase of a large animai, if its owner wishes that it should 
pe buried entire. Several Hindus, Pfrsis and others who have a great 
fondness for their horses, cattle and other animals, wish that their carcases 
should be buried entire, but find the fee very heavy and are obliged to 
forego the satisfaction they would derive from the interment of those animals. 
It behoves the Corporation therefore to compel the contractors to reduce 
the fee. : 
The Jéme Jamsed (49) of the 2nd November states that several wealthy 
merchants residing at M4ndvi in Bombay, complain 
Observes that in thickly that the new drainage works are carried on so near 
populated parts of Bombay their houses, shops and warehouses, as to have created 
the drainage works should be . ° : . ° 
ted in small portions, great inconvenience in regard to their goimg out of 


their houses as well as in on their trade for 


some time past, and that they do not know-how long they will have to suffer 
from the nuisance. The work of storing merchandise in, or removing it from, 
their warehouses has been completely stopped. It behoves the municipal 
authorities therefore to execute the drainage works in thickly populated parts 
of the town in such a way as to cause the least inconvenience. In order to do 
this, long lines of trenches should not be dug out at one time as is done on the 
Mindyi Road, but the work should be executed in small portions. 


D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
10th November 1880. 
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Notes—The various notices have been collected under different heads, which are printed in italics. 


The names of Newspapers are are printed in italics, and the number of the Newspaper in the list at 
beginning of the report is printed in brackets after the name. 

The proprietors of the Newspapers marked * have not given informaticaas to the num umber of copies 
iwued. In these cases, an estimate has been made by the Reporter. 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Nibandha Mdld (19) for the month of May, but published in the 


month of October, discusses the questions— Whether 
a jon tte Pre- India is really in a low and fallen condition at present 
” as is universally supposed, and if it is really so, how 
far it is owing to the folly of the natives. With regard to the first of these 
ions, the Mdlé has no hesitation in admitting what is generally believed 
tp be the case. It cannot be denied that it is every day becoming more and 
more difficult for the natives to obtain their means of livelihood ; that native 
industry is at a stand-still ; that the taxation is crushing ; that the people have 
lost all their energy and have become powerless to act ; that the old arts and 
sciences are dying out without being supplanted by new ones ; and that famine 
and pestilence threaten to make their permanent abode in this country. On 
the whole, there can be no question that the country is at present in a very critical 
state. The fallen condition of a nation is, however, of two kinds—permanent 
and accidental. The first is the result either of anarchy or of subjection to 
foreign rule for a long time. It is impossible for any nation to remain long in 
' uch a condition. The second is the result of some sudden and unforeseen 
disaster, the temporary effects of which the nation is soon able to throw off. 
Egypt, Persia, Greece and Italy may be placed in the first category, while 
the condition of Rome after the battle of Cannz and that of the Mardthé empire 
during the reign of the successor of Shivaji or after the battle of Paniput, are 
instances of the second. Considering the amount of vitality still perceptible in 
the Hindu nation, there can be no hesitation in placing modern India in the 
second category. Although the national life seems to be at a low ebb 
owing to the prevalence of foreign sway, there is no reason to suppose 
that it is wholly extinct. Although there is no authoritative test for feeling 
the pulse of the nation, there are several ways in which it may be done. 
Valour, intelligence, and the state of the sciences and the arts are, to a 
certain extent, fair criteria of national vigour; nor would it be hazardous 
to assert that these elements of strength are present among the Hindu nation. 
In these days of science and art, victory in battle depends not so much upon 
nal prowess as of old, but upom a superior knowledge of military tactics. 
Ragalooe Buonaparte’s successes depended upon the same cause. Because a hand- 
ful of Englishmen keep under control a population of upwards of twenty krores, 
it does not follow that one British soldier is equal to 10,000 natives, as some 
would boldly lay down. It would be as ridiculous for a British soldier in this 
country to pride himself on his superior valour as for a boy on the top of a 
mountain to declare that he was the tallest man in the world. Englishmen 
have had occasions to measure their strength with the natives during the last 
100 years. Their subjection is no argument against the valour of the natives, 
Wiile the native army as well as the undiminished vigour of martial races 
like the Rajputs and the Purbhayyas, are in themselves ample evidences to the 
rary. As regards the intelligence of the Hindus, it is too well-known to 
require proofs. ‘Their civilization dates from a period when the most ancient 
of European kingdoms had no noteworthy existence, and the sharpness of the 
Indian intellect has not been blunted by the effects of by-gone ages. Even now 
it 8 a patent fact how quickly the Hindus have assimilated the culture of the 
West with their own. It is hardly twenty years since the University examinations 
Were introduced into this country, and yet the number of graduates is become 
overwhelming. It is only eleven years ago that Government afforded the natives 
hes for competing for the Civil Service Examination, yet, from what the 
‘ernment saw the very first year, they regretted their having made the con- 


“ss10n, and retraced their steps the next year! Then, again, as regards the arts, 
it 18 well known that they were the original cause of the influx of wealth into 
this country in ancient times, and that Europeans learnt their first lessons in them 
this country and improved upon the native industrial art by the appliances of 
pe sep and steam. The germs of national life and greatness are not absent 
dia, but they lie dormant like embers smouldering in the fire and require 
nurture at the hands of the Government, or a kind of self-development, to 
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enable them to grow into stately trees. Now with regard to the second question— 
how far the natives are to be held responsible for the present condition of India— 
the answer to it is obvious. Man is liable to err, and there is therefore no. wonder 
that the Hindus should have done the same. It is only to be seen whether they 
gre worse than other people, in order to hold them responsible for the present 
state of things. In making these considerations, it is most important to re- 
member that India is as extensive as the whole of Europe except Russia, and 
is consequently equal to nineteen European kingdoms taken together. The 
same diversity of religious persuasions, languages, and manners and customs, is 
found here as on the continent of Europe. Strange to say, however, English 
authors on Indian subjects are not alive to the existence of this element of 
diversity. One ‘of them describes the Hindus as a weak and effeminate race, 
while another describes their operations of 1857. One author says that the 
Hindus are accustomed to cheerfully bear the yoke of foreign sway; while 
another describes how Allauddin entered the gates of Chittore, how Shivaji held 
his own on the heights of Pratdpgad, how the great grandson ofa Kulkarni of 
Shrivardhan sat on the throne of Shah Jehan, and how a Karhdéd woman in 
male attire dashed her charger in face of the enemy’s artillery. Some English- 
men would make their countrymen believe that the Hindus are incompetent for 
the pu of administration, in the face of the fact that Madann4 who admi- 

the Golconda State, Birbal the Prime Minister of Akbar, Purnayyé4 the 
Minister of Hyder, were natives! Macaulay, in his life of Warren Hastings, 
states that there is no country on the face of the earth so poor as India; while in 
“Tord Clive” he states exactly the opposite! The above considerations show 
how difficult it is to form any general opinion about India ; and how the extent 
of the country is itself injurious to its interests. The vastness of an empire is 
always destructive of its strength and unity. For this reason the whole of India 
was‘never under one sovereign. Even now the British Government is able to 
carry on the administration of this vast empire simply on account of the advan- 
tages from the press, railways and telegraphs. It is needless to state how 
dificult it-would have been to do so without the assistance of these agencies. 


Taking all the above facts into consideration there is no wonder that India is 
what it is. 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 7th November, commenting on the petition 
recently submitted by the inhabitants of Madras to 
Comments on a petition the Secretary of State for India, complaining of the 
hk - Rarer ‘ac oy practice of the Government spending the greater part 
Secretary of State for India. Of the year at Ootacamund, about 350 miles from the 
: capital, says that it is a complaint which more or less 
applies to all the Presidencies except Bombay, but that the greatest sinner in 
this respect is the Government of India. Simla is the seat of the Supreme 
Government during nearly nine months of the year. So laudable an example 
having been set by the highest authority in the land, the temptation to follow it 
was too great to be overcome by the Government of Madras. The memorialists 
of Madras have made out that at present there is an inconsiderate waste of 
public money for the pleasure of a few—that money being wrung from a 
population heavily taxed and engrossed in the all-important question of 
sustenance and existence. Considering the facts that the resources of India 
have been strained to the uttermost, and that a considerable difficulty is felt 
every year in making income and expenditure meet, any suggestions as to the 
quarter where a curtailment of expenditure is practicable should be cheerfully 
received. If Governors and Viceroys spend three-fourths of the year at a station 
ree from the metropolis and the people, they show a great disregard for their 
an rulers. How will they be able to judge for themselves and get out of 
ne uence of their Councillors if they allow their love of ease to get the 
sl of their sense of duty? When the High Court Judges, among other 
a are able to carry on their onerous duties on the plains, why should the © 
ss require an ascent on the hills to sustain the working power of their 
= ? This love of ease and dereliction of duty will not fail to bring on the 
bed eences which luxurious habits have brought on in other countries. The 
Pl ga oe set by Governors will be soon followed by other members of the 
ce, and the demoralization that must result is the main ground for wishing 
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that the authorities make up their minds to forego gome pleasures and station 
themselves in the midst of the people so as to be acegssible to them. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 13th November, in alluding to the tour 
i on which the Viceroy has started,: observes that the 
States what is expected Obiect of such tours is that the Viceroy should visit the 
the Gubernatorial and  difftrent parts of th try and obtai l 
Viceregal tours. p e country and obtain a persona 
knowledge of them. To carry out this praiseworthy 
object, he should visit thriving as well as poor places ; hold public meetings in 
ant cities and towns, and collect information on public matters ; observe the 
eondition of the rich as well as the poor; receive congratulatory addresses as 
well as memorials for the redress of grievances, and adopt due measures to 
remove the latter. But itis to be observed with regret that the Gubernatorial 
and Viceregal tours fulfil very few of the above-mentioned requirements. These 
generally visit large cities only, and therefore remain ignorant of the real 
condition of the villages and towns. At the time of their visits the citiés are made 
clean and are decorated and the rich classes turn out to see them with rich dresses, 
from which the Governors receive a wrong impression that the people are thriving 
and happy. But if a visit is paid to some of the villages, without previous intima- 
tion, the real condition of the people will be brought out into bold relief. Formal 
visits are received from and paid to Native Chiefs; but, if they are also granted 
private audiences, much useful information may be elicited. As the people are 
not allowed personally to present memorials to the Governors and the Viceroy, 
the grievances of the people are not brought to their knowledge with sufficient 
clearness. From these causes the Gubernatorial and Viceregal tours do not 
‘eonfer much benefit on the country as compared to the amount of money spent 
upon them. The Native States, through which these authorities pass, give them 
splendid receptions, the expense of which is borne by their poor subjects. It 
seems therefore that there need be no Gubernatorial and Viceregal tours at all, 
if they are attended with little advantage to the real interests of the country. 


The Jéme Jamsed (49) of the 8th November, in alluding to the question 
“Why keep India ?” discussed by Mr. Grant Allen in 
Observes that the greatness the Contemporary Review, observes that the conclusion 
a, founded to ® at which he has arrived is that England ought not to 
cmofIndia = =O SSS*S*é«éi&K =p itt; ut the Jdéme Jamsed has already recently 
shown that India is not a thorn in England’s side as 
Mr. Allen says it is. England has attained to its present greatness and 
prosperity on account of the possession of India, which has made it one of the 
great powers of the world. India pays England an annual tribute of eighteen 
of rupees, and affords a large market for English goods. India contains 
a population of thirty krores of souls which is nearly equal to the population 
of Europe, and England can raise in this country a large army and maintain her 
ascendancy in the whole world. In short, India is a milch-cow which England 
should preserve by securing the confidence and affection of the Indian 
subjects. Many instances can be quoted to show that the possession of India has 
contributed a great deal to the present greatness of England, but the following 
will answer the purpese. Numerous Englishmen are employed in this countr 
on princely salaries which officials in England do not get, and spend their days 
m ease and comfort. Numerous merchants, planters, &c., find employment in 
la and earn large profits. The wealth carried away by so many Englishmen 
earches England, which is not a little anxious to keep India. (The Nydya 
h (67) of the same date expresses similar sentiments.) 


The Arunodaya (20) of the 7th November, referring to _ N4én4 Moroji’s 
case, says thut the punishment inflicted on Mr. Nd&nd4 

ait om the would oe been ‘ustifiable if the same principle 

: which actuated Government to take harsh steps in hi 

se were universally recognized in England as well as in India. But as a 
a of fact such is not the case. A case of similar postponement and illegal 
ene ment has been reported in one of the London papers, in which no such 
i wi taken against the Magistrate as in the case of Mr. Nané. The fact 
oppoai gland and India are governed in all matters on almost diametrically 
le principles. In England the laws are made by the people themselves, 
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and the Government has only to bring them into force ; but in India the Gov- 
ernment makes laws as it likes, regardless of the opinions of the natives. The 
same rule applies to taxation. In short England is governed according to the 

wishes of its people, and India according to those of the local authorities. The 
representation of the natives in the Legislative Councils of their country is 
nominal only, as the Government generally takes care to appoint dummies, and 
if by accident some outs oken native obtains a seat in one of the Councils, he is 
powerless to do any single-handed. The officers of Government do not 
take any permanent interest in the welfare of this country, to which they come 
- jike migratory birds to earn their livelihood and are always eager to go back 
to their own as early as possible. Under these circumstances the real in- 
terests of the country are in a very precarious state. One officer guarantees 
to the ryots one day their right of ownership to their lands, another tells them 
the next day that they have no such right; a third informs them that the 
land on which their houses are built belong to Government; a fourth rules 
that the people have no right even to remove the leaves of the trees (in the 
forests) ; 2 fifth forbids them from touching the salt produced spontaneously on 
the sea-shore under the pain of penalty, while a sixth compels them to admit 
that one pound of food is enough for their daily sustenance. Such being the 
existing state of things, there is nothing to wonder at in Mr. Nana’s being forced 
to take his pension. 


The Gujardtt (65) of the 7th November in a leader headed “ The Present 
Generation, No. VL”, observes that on a carefal 
ip mae ae examination of the blessings conferred upon the natives 
: by the British rule, it cannot be said that the same 
mismanagement which prevailed under the Musalmd4n and Mardthd4 Govern- 
ments does not exist now. Some of the British officers consider the people as 
turbulent and disloyal, because they ask for concessions ; but the latter, although 
they rightly declare that such language as this dissatisfies them, understand full 
ox | their duty to the Government. History shows that the natives are not 
treacherous, and it cannot be denied that they have a right to ask for certain 
concessions. But the British authorities pay no attention to their prayers. Is 
it not the duty of the State to remove the grievances of its subjects? Are 
the people happy? Government have not yet granted them their nghts. The 
jardti then in its usual incoherent style says that the former generation of 
British officers was kind and merciful to the people and gloried in promoting 
their happiness, but some of the present officers treat the people with contumely 
and oppress them. The higher officers are often changed but the new-comers 
are guided by their co-adjutors and subordinates, and the consequence is that 
though they arrive here with good and benevolent intentions, they cannot 
achieve any real good. No political rights are conferred on the people, and. 
Government make an invidious distinction between Europeans and natives, 
treat the meek subjects with harshness, promise one thing and do another, 
try to curb the free action of the natives, and rule with unrestrained power. 
The Gujardti next censures the educated natives for seeking Government service 
and for failing to seek independent icles en and observes that they cannot 
make constitutional attempts to obtain their rights from Government, because 
they have sold their liberty to the State. 


The same observes that after the London Times had expressed its 
Discusses the question why OPimion upon the question whether England should 
Binla |e India. Y keep India, Mr. Allen, a Member of Parliament, 

has discussed it in the Contemporary Review. Though 

England derives important benefits from the possession of India, the English 
people say that it is not advantageous to them to retain it, from which it 
seems that they would not say so without possessing sufficient information 
on the subject. The connection between a people who are jealous of their 
Own independence and a subject population like the Hindus is the same as 
; tween a master‘and his slaves. Since England relieved Europe from the 
en of Napoleon, opposed the tyranny practised in Austria and is opposing - 
Rak: ey on the same account, why does it. continue to rule India and why does it 
grant it its independence? Mr. Allen says that it is wrong and unjust for 
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England to keep India especially as it frequently gets into trouble on its account: 
But it must be observed that England gets substantial benefits from the 
ion of India of about 20 krores of rupees in the shape of tribute, 50 
ssa as profits from commerce and 30 krores as the salaries of Englishmen 
serving in this country. Ifin the face of these benefits Englishmen suppose 
that great ‘disadvantages follow from keeping India, the natives will not be 
sorry if Englishmen give up their connection with this country. Ifthe great 
orators and able newspaper-writers of England are convinced that England 
receives no benefit from the possession of India, why does it not leave the 
country to itself? It is true that India is not yet in a position to enjoy 
political liberty, but it may be left to get on by itself as well as it can. 


The same discusses the question, whether the sympathy shown for India 
by many retired Indian officers in England is real, 
Thinks that retired Indian and comes to the conclusion that it cannot be so: 


~ pg ge gg They speak in favour of India in order to get credit 


o awaity. to themselves that they have a good knowledge of 
that country since, when they were in it, they did 
not themselves scruple to practise oppression. ‘The natives have a great respect 
for Lord Northbrook, but they do not believe that he performed any good 
acts while he was Viceroy. After giving the substance of some of the remarks 
made by His Lordship in his speech at Birmingham on the 30th of Octuber, 
the Gujardti observes that the sentiments expressed by His Lordship are noble ; 
but what administration has ever passed measures beneficial to the natives or to 
the Native States? Everybody declares in public meetings that high posts under 
the Indian administration should be given to the natives, but seueie. wile this 
profession into force. 


The Native Opinion (3) of the 7th November, referring to the state of 

Ireland, says that the startling news of actual or 

; ayy nts on the stateof — nected disturbances of murders, and of Government 

measures intended to obviate them, in a dependency 

of Great Britain, kindred with it in language as well as in religion and connected. 

therewith for many centuries, are matters calculated to excite not a little. 

astonishment even in so distant a country as India, and to give rise to gloomy 

forebodings as to whether similar results of misery and discontent will also here 

be intensified instead of being removed by the connection of this country with 
such a highly civilized and powerful country as England. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 7th November, referring to the proposed 


Factory Bill, says: ‘“ We have been one of those who 
a on the have from the very beginning of the agitation for a 
ry - * 
Factory Act advocated a simple measure restrict 
the hours of infant labour and prescribing certain conditions of sanitation, without 
undue interference with adult labour or the internal economy of the mills. We 
must, therefore, support the Bill as prepared by the Supreme Council, and should 
certainly like to see the hours of infant labour reduced from 9 to 7.” 


The Rdst Goftdr (51) of the 7th November observes that the workmen in 

: the Bombay mills are employed from sunrise to sun- 

Requests the favourable set, and that there is fear of their suffering in health. 
ot sin an ~ To put.a stop to this injustice the Factory Bill has been 
inden roca Fistory brought before the Supreme Legislative Council and 
Bill. nearly six memorials objecting to the proposed measure 
have been submitted tothe Viceroy. The mill-owners 

are its strong opponents. Buta memorial recently sent to Lord Ripon repre- 
sents the real voice of the mill-operatives, who are oppressed by their employers 
and who number about forty thousand. It is more weighty than the memorials 
of the mill-owners, and will, it is hoped, receive a favourable consideration 
from the Viceroy. After alludin g to some of the contents of the memorial, the 
| Rast Goftdr observes that if the working hours, including one for meals, are 
fixed for children at 8 and for adults at 10, and the limit of age in the case of 
children is reduced to twelve years, there will be nothing left for the mill- 


Owners to object to. The memorial has omitted to suggest a distinction in the 
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working hours of male and female operatives, which however requires to be 
duly provided for.in the Bill. The prayer made in this memorial, that the’ 
aa should get a holiday once a week and that the number of the other 
holidays should be fixed, is also just and ought to be granted. 


The Subodha Patrika (6) of the 7th November, referring to Mr. N&né 


Moroji’s case, says that the decision of Government 

Makes yg on =. = in this case certainly reflects no credit on the Gov- 
oe : nm oo" ernment of Bombay. His Excellency Sir James 
Fergusson has been at the head of the Bombay Gov- 

ernment for nearly six months, but not one of his acts during that period can 
be mentioned as being calculated to secure the confidence and respect of the 
ple. On the contrary three or four well-known cases may be mentioned, 
which have had the contrary effect. It is not known how far His Excellency 
is responsible for them, but the public are inclined at present to throw the 
blame on his Councillors, firstly because people are not disposed to form a 
hasty judgment about their new Governor, and secondly because they have no 
confidence in his two advisers. But the truth will soon be out, and people 
will naturally hold His Excellency alone responsible for every measure of 
the Government. But if the regime of the last six months is continued in the 
same manner, His Excellency will in the eourse of time occupy the same 
position among the Governors of Bombay which Lord Lytton occupies among 


Indian Viceroys. It is therefore hoped that His Excellency will awake himself 
toa sense of his duty as earlv as possible. 


The Shubha Suchak (29) of the 5th November is sorry to see that the report - 


of the Famine Commission, from which much was 

Oe ag rk ~ _ — expected and which is now published, has cost the 
country a large sum of money but is not likely to lead 

to any satisfactory results. In the first place the people of India have been 
groaning under the heavy burden of taxation. Their misery is further 
enhanced by a famine which cost the country the lives of fifty or sixty laes of its 
inhabitants in spite of an enormous expenditure. Those who manage somehow 
or other to escape from the jaws of death, find themselves taxed to provide for a 
Famine Insurance Fund. Nor is this all, but the people agree to undergo the 
expenditure on a Royal Commission, so that anyhow their condition may be 
improved. ‘The public had a full confidence that the proceedings of a Royal 
mmission could not but be just, important, and calculated to produce a 
wholesome check on the conduct of the Government officers, but they have been 
sorely disappointed in all these expectations in the case of the Famine Commis- 
sion report. If it was really intended that the Commission should bring ont a 
useful and impartial report, it was necessary to appoint disinterested, outspoken, 
and impartial persons on the Committee. This, however, does not appear to 
have been done, as most of the members either belonged to the Civil Service 
(to which those who mismanaged the famine also belonged) or were interested 
m upholding its dignity. It is true that there were one or two natives on the 
Commission, but they were nominated simply for the purpose of making the 
inquiry appear to have been conducted with impartiality. The report does not 
bear their signatures, nor does it contain their opinions on the subject. It is 
stated in the report that the native members ceased to have any connection 
with the Commission after it had been transferred from India to England. But 
it does not appear that any further inquiries were conducted in England. in 
addition to those that had been made in India. If such was the case, the 
views of the native members ought to have been forwarded to England and 
published in the report. If the Government did not attach much importance 
to the opinion of the natives, they should not have been appointed on the Com- 
mission. ‘The world must judge how far it was reasonable and just to appoint 
as President of the Commission the brother of the very man who was most 
responsible for the heavy mortality during the famine of 1877 and 1878. The 
public are justly of opinion that General Strachey has done his best to conceal 
the faults of his brother. It is stated in the report that the Government and 
; ir subordinate officers did their duty, and that they cannot be held responsible 
or the large number of deaths which must inevitably follow every famine. The 
chat however has no hesitation in saying that this statement is contrary to 
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the experience of the outside public. In 1874 when the province of Behar was 
similarly overtaken by famine, Lord Northbrook, who was then Governor 
General, considered it his duty to save the lives of the people at any cost. It 
may be that more public money was spent by His Lordship than was absolutely 
necessary, but the little extra expenditure was amply compensated for by the 
effectual relief of human suffering. His Lordship recognized the principle that 
+t was one of the first duties of Government to save the lives of its subjects at 
any cost. If this wise policy had been adopted during the late famine, would 
the rate of mortality have been so heavy as it actually was? It is astonishing 
ty find that the report does not dwell on this point, and that it should not find 
fault with the officers concerned, for having been too economical at such a 


critical juncture. It was extremely cruel on the part of Government to adopt a 
stingy policy in coping with the famine. 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 7th November, referring to the recommendation 
of the Famine Commissioners for the immediate 
m- appointment of an officer to initiate a special depart- 
mendation r = bea ment for the purposes of famine administration, says, 
sofa famine office,  “< Lbis is just as it must be. As though the waste on 
the Famine Commission itself was not enough, we 

are to have a special department which will be very useful in consuming the 
so-called Famine Insurance Fund, and will be as great a fiasco as the Commission 
which brings it into being. There can be no inquiry in India but must end 
in the creation of fat berths for Englishmen, and the tenacity of life of a 
department in India when it has once come into being is wonderful. It con- 


tinues to exist for the simple reason that the incumbents cannot be provided for 
elsewhere. ” 


‘Comments on the recom- 


The A’rydvarta (42) of the 6th November expresses its disapproval of the 

_ report of the Famine Commission as having made no 

: Seciadon Report. Famine substantial suggestions,‘and having carefully kept in 
the back-ground the names of those who were respon- 


sible for the mismanagement of the famine. The report deserves to be thrown 
into the fire. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 11th November, in alluding to the report 


| of the Famine Commission, observes that that valuable 

Observes that the fame document gives, in addition to some spare account of 
3 ama “st = ag the famines which visited this country during the last 
Siidasbary see le century, a good deal of information about the disasters 
the Panjaub, Bengal and the which befell India in the present century. After the 
North-West Provinces. famine of 1803, twelve other famines, including the 
oe one which occurred in 1877-78, oecurred in different 

parts of this country. ‘The report does not state how many persons died from 
distress on those occasions but gives an account of the help rendered and the 
cost incurred by Government, which shows that in the first famine of the present 
fentury the British authorities rendered every kind of aid to the famine- 
stricken people, but in the subsequent disasters less anxiety was evinced, and 
ussions arose between the different authorities as to the nature and extent 

of the aid which should be rendered on such occasions. The result was that it 
was resolved not to interfere with the corn-trade and to discontinue giving 
_ Pecuniary help to the cultivators. This improper resolution was for the first 
carried out in the Bombay Presidency. The authorities of the North-West 


Provinces disregarded it in 1861, and, without interfering with the corn-trade, 


lered poonniary help to the cultivators. Their example was followed in the 
fal ro engal and the Central Provinces up to the year 1873. Several dread- 


Jamines have visited the Bombay Presidency since the year 1803, but the 
per followed since that time has been not to give any kind of pecuniary help 
the cultivators, It is the misfortune of this Presidency that it has had all 


be such authorities as have refused to follow the liberal example set by the 
R: ree of the North-West Provinces. In the last Deccan famine, Sir 


the abla as introduced the cruel practice of giving one-pound rations to 
fecovered 


ployed on famine works, and followed it to the last. He also 
the land revenue for the famine year in the succeeding year. On 
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looking at the account of the different famines which have visited this country, 
‘+ seems that the Bombay Presiden °y has suffered most on account of the harsh 
conduct of its authorities ; and it is desirable that the attention of the Govern- 
ment of India and the Home Government should be drawn to this state of 
things. 
The Loka Mitra (55) of the 7th November, in alluding to the recommend- 

ations made by the F'amine Commissioners to mitigate 
Prays Government to the distress arising from the oft-recurring catastrophe, 


we hee ose observes that though the above suggestions were not 


Se 7 made before in connection with the famine, they have 
distress sta gy been made on several occasions for the purpose of 

| : benefiting the country ; but it is to be regretted that 
Government have failed to pay due attention to them. Since an influential 
Commission has pointed them out as being required to mitigate distress 
arising from famines, the necessity for adopting them becomes more urgent. 
Government spend krores of rupees to lessen the rigour of the famines; but if 
they will spend that amount to improve agriculture and the condition of the 
agriculturists, the people as well as Government will be considerably benefited. 
It is an undisputed fact that the productive power of the land has diminished, 
and that the eultivators:-are quite unable to improve and extend cultivation. 
On the one hand they are pilfered by their creditors, and, on the other, they 
are pressed down under the heavy lend-tas ; and unless their condition is 
' improved, agriculture will not advance, nor will distress from famine be 
mitigated. It behoves Government therefore to adopt at least some of the 
recommendations made by the Famine Commission. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 9th November observes that the rise in 
exchange has depressed not only the trade of Bombay 
Regrets that Government but of the rest of India also. From this depression 
do not — gy bala ‘o not only the people of India but those of England also 
oun = vom suffer a heavy loss. The rise in exchange has made 
European goods dearer than before, and _ their 

consumption in India has considerably decreased. India suffers another hea 
loss from the rise. From fifteen to twenty krores of rupees are annually remitted 
from India to England on account of the Home charges, and from three to four 
krores have to be paid annually on account of the exchange. Compared to the 
annual revenue of this country, which is according to the public estimates more 

than sixty krores but according to the representation of Mr. Fawcett only fo 
krores, the loss in exchange is heavy. The people of India bewail the cost of the 
Afghan war which has amounted to about twenty-five krores ; but the loss from 
exchange hitherto suffered comes nearly to the same figure, and a similar amount 
will be lost in the next five years. There is even a probability of the loss 
from exchange increasing hereafter. It is well known that this loss has proceeded 
from the depreciation of silver on account of Germany having abolished her 
silver currency, and that that country still holds in its treasury a large quantity 
of silver which must sooner or later come into the market, in which case silver 
will be still more depreciated, and the loss from exchange will increase 
Proportionately. There is also a great probability of France and America 
lishing their silver currencies, in which case the value of silver will considerably 
, and the loss from exchange will considerably increase, India has to provide 
annually nearly two krores of rupees to meet famines ; and if Kandahar is annexed 
to the British territory, as seems probable, three krores will be required annually 
fo retain it. Thus exchange, famine, and the retention of Kandahar will 
 Petween them create the additional expenditure of nine krores annually, and it 
would be no wonder if the Indian treasury became bankrupt on account of the 
new burden. It has been shown above that there is a great necessity for 
to pang immediate measures to prevent the loss from exchange, and it is 
regretted that Government should have paid no. attention to the various 
= pbestions made from time to time to accomplish that object. The authorities 
re a altogether unmindful of the gravity of the subject; but they entertain 
of that silver will soon rise, and then the loss from exchange will disappear 
any experienced Europeans consider that hope as false and the 


d 
fg dangerous. They have good reasons to believe that silver will not. 


rise in value. 


il 


| The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 6th November but received on the 11th, 
observes that famine does not visit all parts of India 
Observes that the cultiva- at one and the same time. It appears in certain parts 
tion of waste lands A A only at a time; and hence the famine-stricken provinces 
a pare ae hers ought to get a good supply of food: from the other 
_ provinces which escape the visitation. But such is 
not always thé case, and the people of the unfortunate districts suffer great 
distress from. the absence of a sufficient supply of food and die in large numbers: 
The cause of this unsatisfactory state of things needs to be discovered and 
- gemoved: ‘The last Deccan famine has clearly shown tliat the defeéts in the 
means of intercommuntication between different provinces prohibited the 
importation of a sufficient quantity of corn into the faniine-stricken districts. 
Though railways have been constructed at great cost and put forth all their 
might to import grain into the affected provinces, sufficient quantities were 
not available in time; and many persons died from starvation. This defect 
ought to be rethoved ; but its removal will not be alone sufficient. Defective 
nodes of agriculture in a country, whose population is gradually increasing; 
have also contributed to the increase of the distress, and the Samidchdr has 
recently pointed out the desirability of obtaining suitable manures for lands; 
as one of thé means of improving their productiveness: Moreover; a great 
deal of the land in this country is lying waste and uncultivated. Alnmiost half 
ofthe entire quantity of the land is cultivated and the other half is lying uncul- 
tivated ; and hence even in favourable seasons corn sufficient for the require- 
ments of thé country is not produced. Much of the land is lying waste in 
certain districts on account of their being not blessed with sufficient rain 
throughout the year, and in these cases Government ought to provide canal 
irrigation and thereby encouragé cultivation. Had this beén done before, the 
distress caused by the past famines would have been considerably mitigated. 


The Hitechhi (47) of Ahmiedabad of the 11th November observes that 


Many endowments to temples and other religious 
ao. vad a religious en institutions are diverted to purposes other than those 

| = for which their founders intended theni. Many 
Hindu, Jain, and Mahomedan religious institutions are in this condition, 
and their funds are misappropriated by their trustees. It behoves Government, 
therefore, to enact a law with regard to religious endowments, which should 
provide that if persons of any religion complain that the funds of a certain 
Institution connected with their persuasion are diverted from the original 
object, or are misappropriated, an enquiry into the complaint should be held 
by an officer appointed by Government, who should compel the trustees of the 


fund to fulfil the object of the founder, if it be proved that the funds are really 
diverted or misappropriated as complained of. 


A correspondent of the -Satya Mitra (56) of the 7th November observes 


me . _ that it recently gave an account of the meeting held 
Poi 2 Pe oMbhaee by the Parsi community of Bombay to consider the 
ed from the ell of the feasibility of the application of the Administrator 
Administrator General’s Act. General’s Act to the Parsis, and stated that at the 
gathering it was resolved that only section 36 of the 

Act should be held applicable to them; but the following circumstances will — 
show that they have not done right in coming tothisconclusion. 1. The Parsis 
of Bombay state that by applying section 36 to their race, the heir to a 
deceased person will be empowered to administer the property of the deceased 
_ by paying five rupees only. But if that property be of the value of rupees one 
thousand, section 41 of the same Act applies to it, and the Administrator 
vental 8 fee at three per cent. is charged on it. In the mofussil the District 
udge is the Administrator General’s Agent, and in order to obtain his permis- 
“on, @ party has to undergo sundry expenses for writing out an application, 
a paper, the pleader’s fee and muti i subsistence money to witnesses, &c., 
Pg must come to several hundred rupees. 2. The Administrator General’s 
ae Bombay, and hence the people of that city do not find it inconvenient 
obtain the necessary certificate. But the District Judge of Surat is the 
aa tor General’s Agent for that and the Broach Districts, and issues 
tices to the heirs of 


deceased persons to take out a certificate, and the people 


12 


*n the remote parts of the districts who have to travel over long distances to come 
to Surat, complain of the great inconvenience they suffer in doingso. Very few 
ors in Bombay possess proper of less value than one thousand rupees ; but 
‘nthe mofussil most persons do not hold property of greater value than that amount. 
g It has been represented to the Bombay Pérsis that, if the heir of a de- 
ceased person be desirous of obtaining power to administer his property, he can 
easily obtain it under section 36 by paying the fee of rupees five; but section 
97 ig inseparable from the previous section, and is likely to cause much 
‘nconvenience. 4. While section 64 requires that a certificate should be 
obtained within one month, section 37 requires that the power to administer the 
property of the deceased should be got within three months from his death; 
and hence little benefit can be derived from an exemption from the operation 
of the former section. 5. The words at the commencement of section 37 
plainly state that the section 1s applicable to those to whom sectiun 36 is also 
applicable. 6. A person, who finds it necessary to resort to the court to 
obtain his share of the inheritance, may well obtain permission to administer 
the property ; but it is not right to compel others, who can take possession of the 
inherited property without any hindrance, to obtain a certificate. 7. Hindus, 
Mahomedans, and Buddhists have been exempted from the operation of the 
Administrator General’s Act, and there is no good reason why section 36 
should be applied to the Parsis alone. In conclusion, the eis Se expresses 
satisfaction that the P4rsis of Surat and other cities in the mofussil have 
made a due representation, largely signed, to the Supreme Legislative Council. 


The Gujarat Mitra (45) of the 7th November states that Mr. Bhagwdnd4s 
Ghel4bh4i was appointed by Mr: Peile as Fourth 
Observes that injustice has (Grade Deputy Political Agent of K4thidwdr, and was 


been done to Mr. Bhagwan- 
tis Ghelgbh ti the Second 5008 promoted by him to the third grade. Colonel 


ngs Barton raised Mr. Bhagwdndds to the second de, 

ot Kithidwis oppure ame and entrusted him ii tails generally i by 
the officers of the first grade, and increased his sala 

by one hundred rupees. If after doing so much for him, Colonel Barton has 
written to Government about the supposed incompetency of Mr. Bhagwand4s to 
serve any longer in that province, it is certainly very strange that he should 
have done so. For the present it would not be right to give out the real canse 
of the removal of Mr. Bhagwandas, but it may be said in general terms that the 
reason of his removal is not derogatory to him so much as it is to Colonel Barton 
and to the Government. 


The Rast Goftdr (51) of the 7th November regrets that Rav Bahddurs 
Manibhai Jasbhdi and Nana Moroji have been removed 
— Rav Bahadurs from their respective posts without good reason. Their 
> ere obama ~— removal is a slur on their character, and it is to be 
obtain redress for tho wone regretted that they have failed to take constitutional 
dune tothem by Government. steps to re-establish it. It seems that they care 
more for money than for self-respect; but had the 
taken constitutional measures to obtain redress for the wrong done tothem, the one 
would not have lost his place nor would the other have been compelled to take 
pension. ‘Their silence in this respect is not only an injustice to themselves 
but also to all Government servants. They must be glad that the public have 


raised a complaint against their treatment, but they have disappointed it by not 
coming forward to seek redress. 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 7th November, referring to a recent resolu- 
i tion of the Bombay Government that in future the 
tion mt Tec resolu- ryots should pay the two annual instalments of the 
ment on the caves ff hare “th, revenue assessment at the periods assigned, and that in 
land assessment. case of failure to do sv the ryots will forfeit all right 
rs to their holdings which immediately become the pro- 
Perty of Government to be deult with as unoccupied land, says that it is difficult 
reconcile this measure with the deep solicitude professed for the ryot and 
special legislation invoked for his relief by the paternal Government. It is 
the easy to denounce the money-lender as a: merciless Shylock, but in truth 
~~ peor ryot has good reason to ery ‘‘ Oh! save me from my friends!” 
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issorry that Bis Excellency The Dnijdn Bodhak (33) of the Sth November is 
Sir James — snand SOrry to sée that His Excellency Sir James Fergusson’s 
_ posal for riesoanyy 25 wih he ge for the reduction of inland telegram charges 
Se engetved of by the has not béen approved of by the Supreme Gov 
Supreme Government. ernment. 
The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 8th November says : ‘‘ How is it that the Gov- 
ernment of Bombay has not yet found time to turn its 
Asks the Government of attention to the several defects which make the Indian 
Bombay gp tl a hon Companies’ Act of 1866 a source of mischief and evil 
| — mp “© to the cause of spinning and manufacturing .industry in 
India ? We should think the subject deserves more 
importance than has been paid to game laws. The system of appointing life- 
agents which prevails with some of the Bombay mills and of providing for 
their commissions at all times without any regard to the profits of the mills has 
brought many people to insolvency, and the native shareholders, as the Bombay 
Gazette appropriately remarks, are not shréwd enough to see how they are 
beggared by greedy mill-agents, whose last pound of flesh has to be paid to them 
before the shareholders can hope to claim anything worthy of the name of 
dividend. The matter ought to be taken up by the Government or by some 
one in the Legislative Council.” 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 7th November, referring to the same, 
says: ‘* We cordially agree with those who condemn 
Expresses the same sents the vicious system of life-agency commission which 
stag eats away the pith and marrow of the profits of a 
company and enriches one class of self-constituted and therefore powerful body 
of shareholders at the expense of their victims the minority. The life commis- 
sion business is the most disgraceful feature in the cotton industry of the place; 
and we earnestly exhort all good citizens of Bombay under the leadership of 
Mr. Beng4li to hold a public meeting to memorialize the Government of India 
for a revision of the present Indian Companies’ Act. The most important 
revision required isin ‘Table A. It ought to be made compulsory and not 
permissive as it is now. It alone in our opinion has created all the mischief. 
The votes of shareholders should be prescribed and limited after the manner of 
the votes mentioned in the Presidency Banks’ Act. Presently the designing 
life-agents hold a trump-card in their hands (sic). There is generally a vote for 
each share. - So that the agents by holding half the number of shares in their 
respective companies defy the other half: They are the majority, and the 
minority remains unprotected. Hence the latter are powerless to check the 
gross abuses and bare-faced rascality rampant in the management of many mills 
conducted on the infamous life-agency system. We repeat we earnestly wish 
that Mr. Sorabji will (sic) use his powerful influence for a revision of the 
Companies’ Act in this direction. ” 


A correspondent of the Native Opinion (5) of the 7th November is of opinion 
that the parties for whom the Deccan Agriculturists’ 
Deceas hpanltniste Being Relief Act is really intended are not benefited by it 
Act. “because the word “aygriculturist” is not clearl 
defined. Great mischief ‘is done by the Subordinate 
Judges and others applying the word to the land-holders who do not require any 
special protection from the law while the kunbis, who have now become serfs of 
soil and do not own land, derive no benefit from it. 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 8th November disapproves 
“ of a recent change in the Postal Department by 
slanige tee pata recent which new Post Masters on Rs. 10 each have been 
ments of the Poona Zilla appointed in the villages of the Poona Zilla, the 
masters of the village schools, who hitherto cheerfully 
performed this additional work for a consideration of Rs. 5, being relieved of 
that duty. If the department is in a position to devote additional funds towards 
g improvements, it can very well do so in other ways. In some parts 
of the Zilla there is only one letter-carrier instead of two for every six miles. 
é im cities on the frontier of two adjacent Zillés at a distance of twenty- 
ps or t miles from one another letters are received at present on the third 
2 the fourt day ; it is advisable in such cases to connect every two post offices 
ae ce of five or ten miles from each other by means of a runner. Such 
“rrangement is much needed at Junnar and Sangamner. 
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The Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 9th November, referring to the proposal of 
the Postal Department to translate the gree rules into 
Refers to the proposal of the vernaculars for the information of those serving 
the Postal Department i) in the department as well as of the public in general, 
+ eo -.  -sCsFecommends that the authorities concerned should see 
from time to time whether their subordinates have 

really mastered the rules. 


The Khdndesh Vaibhav (41) of the 5th November hears that the salaries of 


the Police Shtrasteddrs are likely to be reduced, but | 


Is of st Polae evn a is of opinion that it is not good to do so, as those 
ova. posts involve much responsibility, and reduction in 
| | the salaries will be tantamount to encouraging the 
Shirasteddrs to make good their loss by resorting to illegal sources of emolument. 


The Nyéya Sindhu (39) of the 8th November understands that some addi- 
tional clerks and accountants are to be employed in 


Is of opinion that thenum- the Police Department at Ahmednagar, which is to be 


ber of policemen in the joined tothe Collector’s office, and that the number of 
ot attuhed an ag the policemen and their salaries are to be reduced. 
templated. This arrangement, however, is not beneficial to the 

Ahmednagar District, where theft and robbery are 
largely on the increase on account of the paucity of policemen. It is advisable 
on the contrary to increase the strength of the police in that district for the 


greater security of life and property. 


The Nagar Samdchér (40) of the 6th November, referring to the same, is of 
opinion that reduction in the strength of the police 
will have the effect of giving indirect encouragement 
tothe criminal classes. It would have been otherwise if crime was on the 
decrease ; but when it is perceived that even the present strength of the police 
is insufficient to suppress crime to a desirable extent, it is not prudent to try 
to effect reduction in this direction. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakash (9) of the 8th November hears that 
Government have asked Dr. Pollen to report how 
Is of opinion that Mémlat- many of the twelve new places of Subordinate Judge in 
= other revene the Poona, Sdtéra, Ahmednagar and Sholdpur Districts 
rs should be deprived of : h ne h 
Magisterial powers which Should be abolished, as the said Judges have very 
shonld be conferred on the little work to do. (1.) The correspondent proposes 
Subordinate Jndges. - however that instead of abolishing any of those places, 
Magisterial powers should be conferred on the Subordi- 
nate Judges in accordance with the wishes of the Honorable Mr. Hope, expressed 
by him on the occasion of the passing of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act, 
that if it should appear that the new Judges have insufficient work, they should 
have Magisterial powers conferred on them, so that they may thereby relieve 
the Mémlatdérs of much responsible work. As the period for filing a suit in con- 
nection with the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act has been extended from three 
tosix years, the work of civil courts in the above districts will become diminished 
for the next two or three years; but as those courts are necessary for the 
success of the Act, it is advisable to retain them and to give them other work, 
Some Subordinate Judges in the Ahmednagar District have been lately appointed 
Conciliators, because they had insufficient work. ‘The same may be done in all 


Is of the same opinion. 


the four districts, as the J udges will wake better Conciliators than other persons, 


It is'said that the Collectors of Poona and Ahmednagar are of the same opinion, 
If the above suggestions are not practicable, at least only the old and pensionable 
Judges should be removed, of whom there are about six. (2.) Ifa high officer 
like Mr, Néna Moroji is blamed for a venial error, what should be said of the 
humerous cases of similar postponements of daily occurrence in the. mofussil at the 
hands of the Mimlatdirs. It is advisable therefore to confer the Magisterial 
Powers on the Subordinate Judges and to relieve the Mamlatdars ofthem. (3.) 
As it is not advisable to confer Magisterial powers on the Head Kédrkuns and 
others, the same may be said of the Honorary Magistrates, who only know how 

please their superiors. (4.) If Government should be inclined to confer 
~ aeisterial powers on the Subordinate Judges, it will become necessary to make 
‘ome alterations in the Criminal Cude. As it is in contemplation to remodel 


cd 
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Act X. of 1872, it will be better if the above suggestion be taken into consider- 
ation before doing so. 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 7th November, referring to Rav Sd4heb Mandhik’s 
nomination to the vacant seat in the Bombay Legis- 
Approves of Rav Saheb lative Council, says: “ The appointment of Rav Séheb— 
Mandlik’s _ or © ® V. N. Mandlik to the Legislative Council will be 
a Ceaneil. mbay bee's woked upon with great satisfaction in all parts of the 
Presidency. Nobody expected the return of Rav 
Séheb, especially as there has been nothing hitherto in which Sir James has paid - 
attention to native interests. His decision in most important cases—to wit the 
Wii petition, the Dholka Municipality case, the Poona petition for an elective 
franchise, &c.— suffers from the fault of high-handedness and everybody thought 
that a Hav Bahadur, who was but a tool in the hands of the Executive, would 
be elected for the seat vacated by the late lamented Mr. Murarji. But to our 
very great surprise we learn that an upright, honest, learned, and thoroughly 
independent man like Rav Sdéheb comes to the Council, and we now hope that 
Mr. Mandlik will show his usual dash and spirit.” 


The Indu Prakash (4). of the 8th November, referring to the same, says 


Approves of the same, that His Excellency Sir James Fergusson has, by 


the nomination of Rav Saheb Vishvanath Narayan 
Mandlik to the Legislative Council, shown that he is not altogether regardless 


of public opinion. The Rav S&heb well deserves the honour conferred upon 
him for the third time. Unfortunately the Council has not another native 
member strong enough to stand by him, and it would have been a better 
thing if, instead of electing Mr. Ali Shah, the Government had re-elected Mr. 
Mahomed Ali Rogay, who represented the public interests so well along with 
Riv Saheb during Sir Philip Wodehouse’s regime. Mr. Ali Shah is not 
properly speaking an Indian but a foreigner, and_it is difficult to understand on 
what principle his nomination was bused. The Mahomedan community ought 


surely to be better represented. It is hoped that His Excellency Sir James 
will bear this in mind when he may again have to make a new nomination. 


The Daydn Bodhak (33) of the 25th Ostober, but received on the 7th 


_ November, disapproves of the action of Government 
Benatar — in Mr. Nand Moroji’s ease. (The Jagan Mitra (35) 
Moroji’s case. = and the Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 8th November express 

similar sentiments. ) 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 7th November, referring to Mr. Ryan’s appoint- 


ment to the place vacated by Mr. Nd4nd4 Moroji, says: 
elias Sed _ br al. “<The vacancy in the post of Presidency Magistrate of 
ed by Mr. Nand Bombay caused by the compulsory resignation of Mr. 
Nana Moroji has been filled up by Mr. Ryan. There 
cumes out the secret. Mr. Nand Moruji being a native was an eyesore and now 
that a European comes in his place the Executive will be at rest. Now that 
we have so many instances before us, we can without the fear of contradiction 
say that many of the side-thorns (sic) have been removed from most of the 
departments. Réo Bahddur K.L. Chhatre, Rao Bahédur Gopalra4o Hari Deshmukh, 
Réo Bahddur Nand Moroji, have all been re-placed by members of the specially 
dcommunity.” The resolutions of last year remain on record, and it is 
feared they will ever remain dead letters. However, there is one consolation in 
the appointment of Mr. Ryan that he is competent enough.” 


The Suryodaya (21) of the 8th November notices the case mentioned in 


ee the Madras papers of a native sailor on board a 
ia pr rei tion steamer who died from the effect of a kick given to 
jury at Mar eecorener’s him by the Captain, and expresses its dissatisfaction 

ry at Madras with regard - : . ‘ 
to the cause of the death of 2 2t the decision of the Coroner’s jury who set aside the 
mative seaman. evidence of seven witnesses to the effect that the 
deceased died from a fall into the hold of the ship on 


ae of the kick, and who preferred to believe the Captain himself that his 
th was not owing to the kick. 
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The Nydya Sindhu (39) of the 8th November says that the Collectors of other 


Requests the Collector of 
Ahmednagar to call together 
allthe M4mlatdars ander him 
for the purpose of explaining 
to them how the census 
returns are to be filled 


up. 


districts have called together all the M4mlatdérs under 
them to the head-quarters to give them personal 
instruction in connection with the census that will be 
taken in February next, in order to secure uniformity 
in filling up the returns. The Sindhu therefore asks 
the Collector of Ahmadnagar to do the same, as the 
census returns are of great value and importance. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchér (48) of the 10th November states 


that the trains of the B. B. & C. I. Railway leave Surat 


Requests that the mail of at 10-30 p.m. for Bombay and Ahmedabad, but the mail 


Syrat intended for Bombay 
and Ahmedabad should be 
closed at 9 P.M. 


bags for those stations are closed at 7-30 p.m. This 
causes much inconvenience to persons who are in the 
service of other individuals or of Government. The 


Post Office employés ought not to complain if they are made to sit up a little 


late at night, as they get a good deal of leisure during the day. 


If the clerks 


are overworked, the Post Master ought to ask for an additional hand. Formerly 
when the trains left at 9 p.m., the mail bags were closed at 8-30 p.m.; 1t there- 
fore behoves the Postal authorities to order the closing of the post at 9 P.M. 


The Yajdén Parast (53) of the 7th November observes that ignorant native 


druggists and some of the so-called chemists who sell 


Prays Government toenact Kurope medicines without knowing their effects, fre- 


a law for prohibiting ignorant 


druggists from selling English 


drugs. 


by dispensing wrong medicines. 


quently cause great injury and sometimes even death 
It behoves Govern- 
ment therefore to enact a law for prohibiting druggists 


and chemists from selling medicines of the effects of which they are ignorant, 
and to give licenses to those-enly who possess the necessary knowledge. 


The Gujardéz (65) of the 7th November observes that Government have 


Makes comments on the 
order with regard to the 
admission of the children of 
Dheds and Bhangis into 
Government schools. 


sa schools. This step at the commencement of His Excellency 


adopted a strange educational policy, and pay no 
attention to the representations of the people. Gov- 
ernment hitherto desisted from all interference with 
the religious notions of the people, but of late they — 
have taken acontrary course. By their order Dhed and 

Bhangi children have been recently admitted into the 
Sir James 


ergusson’s administration does not augur well of the future. After gratefully 
noticing the efforts made by Government to educate the people, the Gujardti 
alludes to the religious objection taken by the high-easte Hindus to sit along 
with those of the lowest classes and to the cause of the Indian Mutiny of 1857. 
It also refers to the promise given by Government in the next year that no 
interference of any kind would be made with the religious and social institutions 
of the people, and remarks that Government having found that the educated 
natives clamoured for the concession of new rights, has adopted since 1870 the 
policy of giving little or no education to the people. First the school-fee was 
increased, and it was made difficult for poor people to receive any kiad of 
education ; and the rich are now precluded from receiving it by the admission of 


outcastes into the Government schools. 


The schools in the Kheda and other 


districts are being deserted by their students on account of this impolitic order. 
me persons weep over the mistaken policy of Government and others laugh at 


ai the former are sor 
i 
) 


; Requests the Postal autho- 
4 ‘to provide a larger letter- 
x im Lallubhai’s Chakla in 


the town of Broach 
=" th 
ome it containg an the 


ind it impossible to post 


‘Tom it, in order 


€xtracted letters 


ry that the greatness of their Empress is compromised by 
e and the latter laugh because Government have broken their promise. In 
ort, Sir James has not adopted a wise step in this matter. 


The Broach Samdchér (74) of the 11th November observes that it stated 


> 


a few days ago that the letter-box in Lallubhai’s 
Chaklé in that town was small and soon got filled up 
with packets, and that it should therefore be re-placed 
by a me one. Since the mail-train now arrives at 
night, the said box is cleared once a day only, and gets 
quite choked up with letters; many persons therefore 


their letters properly. Some persons extract letters 
to put their own packets safely in and then carelessly 


put the 


over them. This raises the fear lest some of the letters posted 
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ie «n this box should miscarry. It behoves the Postal Inspector of the Gujarat 
‘Division to replace the box by a larger one; and until that is done, to issue 
orders to clear the box twice a day. 2 


The Duniadad (75) of the 2nd November, but received on the 8th, states 

a —° that Government are said bags reduced the price 

peqeens “lovernmen of opium by one rupee per sher, but the le have 

i pore of not aah benefited by it while the soubratbor for the 

— "gale of the drug alone appears to reap the benefit from 

the reduction. It behoves Government therefore to make reduction in the 
retail price of the article in the interests of the people. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchér (48) of the 8th November, 
writing from Poona, complains that the peons of the 
Complains that the peons civil courts and other publie offices at that station 


. ap ~ ag Sg chile go about in the Divali holidays asking for douceurs. 


La . ‘p04, Lhe police ns also formerly used to go about 
. the ~ Divali »Y peo wae & 4 
ogy 2 : asking for the same, but: now-a-days they do not do 
so, and appear to have been prohibited by their 
officers from doing so. It is hoped that the heads of offices will strictly warn 
their peons against asking douceurs on holidays from private individuals. 
The Samsher Bahddur (69) of the 5th November states, that it has become 


common with the peons of the Government offices to 


Complains that the peons ask for presents on holidays. They go about on those 
of the public offices at days from house to house asking for presents, as if they 
Ahmedabad go about on 


ah nis, Were realizing the payment of atax. Though this 
ee pee practice has been condemned many times, it does not 


er to have been put down. It is gratifying that this year the police peons . 


not follow the usual practice. 
The Rdst Goftdr (51) of the 7th November observes that if 1s not known 


Ske hd ak tate have come to after ascertaining the public opinion at 


peanaiiaia Kandahar regarding the retention of that city by the 

saheccmed British Government. But the ra. of 
newspapers at that station, forgetting the lesson derived from the conduct not 
only of Ayab Khan and his army, but also of the entire Kandahar district, send 
telegrams that the Afghans are well-disposed and loyal, and recommend the 
annexation of the province to British India. The correspondents say that the 
Afghans will not oppose annexation, which-will enable the Government to closely 
watch Russian progress in Central Asia. This is also the opinion of military officers 


and has received strength from that of General Roberts to the same effect. It 


is asserted that the Indian frontier cannot be considered to be extended by the 
military occupation of Kandahar, which is only an important out-post of the 
frontier itself. Granting for the sake of argument that this statement is true, 
it must be observed that the occupation of Kandahar means the retention of the 
entire territory between Quetta and the Helmund River; that an army of ten 
thousand soldiers will be required to keep Southern Afghanistan under proper 
control; that three krores of rupees will be annually required to maintain this 
army ; that Kandahar will produce a revenue sufficient to meet this cost (which 
is however quite improbable), and granting also that the Afghans will not 
molest the British conquerors, yet the desire for obtaining the possession of 
fresh territory does not stop here. If the possession of Kandahar is necessary 
% protect the Indian frontier, the possession of Herat is equally desirable for 
the protection of the Kandahar frontier. Herat is under the influence of Persia 
(which country is under the thumb of Russia), and is highly desirable as a 


military post of observation. In short, there is more fear for Herat than for 

abul or Koorum. If military opinion is to preponderate, it must be carried 
out ark but it does not seem that the Government of India are prepared to 
eur the great risk. 


Native States. 


The Akhbdre Sowddgar (50) of the 13th November observes that the Chhoté 
Udepnur case, into which the Bombay Government have 
made preliminary enquiries through Mr. Birdwood, 
is not likely to end soon. Several days have past since 
the completion of the enquiry, but nothing is autho- 


what conclusion Sir Robert Sandeman and Mr. Lyall 
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ritatively known as to what opinion Mr. Birdwood has given upon the case. 
The Times of India however states the rumour tbat he has given his opinion 
against the accused Prince, and hence a formal trial in a court of justice must 
now take place shortly. But it is said that the Government of India have 
expressed their disapproval of the step already taken by the Bombay Govern- 
‘ment in this delicate matter. If this be true, it will be no easy thing for the 
Bombay Government to make their own defence. This case has attracted the 
attention of the whole of India, and if Mr. Birdwood’s report be against the 
accused Prince, the Bombay Government will not fail to publish it as an excuse 
for their interfering in the matter. But iftheGovernment of India have expressed 
themselves as reported, there is little probability of its assuming any greater 
importance. Whatever may be the actual cause, it is true that this 1s the first 
‘nstance in which the independence of a Native Prince has been interfered with, 
and it has so much attracted the attention of the Native Princes that unless an 
authoritative decision is given as to whether it is to be considered as a precedent 
hereafter, their minds will not be freed from anxiety. 


The Gujardti (65) of the 7th November observes that the enquiry into the © 


Chhoté Udepur case has been concluded, and Mr. 

Makes comments gm Birdwood has sent in his report to Government. The 
gaquiry into the Cahots \de- public opinion is that Government did not do right in 
a, conducting the enquiry, because the Rajé of Chhoté 


Udepur was willing to do so. We cannot understand why Government took 


that responsibility upon itself. A man is usually so much excited in such a 
matter as this as not to remain calm enough to consider the consequences of his 
act. The accused is a Rajput, who would never endure shame of this kind. In 
many cases Rajputs have killed their wives for their shameless conduct. The 
conduct of the deceased was so impropor as to excite the wrath of a Rajput and 
Chandrasing has acted wisely in restraining himself from killing her at once, but 
thereby failed to show that he possessed the spirit of a Rajput. Some people say 
that many occurrences of this kind have taken place before in the Native States, 
but Government have never enquired into them; but since they have done so 
now, there seems to be some mystery about it. The Gujardti does not believe 
this, because, as the question came before.Government, they were obliged to 
make an enquiry into it. But it would not be nght for them to do anything 
simply on the representations of the Political Agent and the police. 


The Mahdrashtra Mitra (12) of the 11th November, referring to the Udepur 
trial, asks whether Prince Chandrasing is to be con- 

_— onthe Udepur sidered as a British subject or a subject of the Udepur 
State. Are the Princes of India to be considered as 

British subjects? If the R4jé of Udepur has criminal jurisdiction over his own 
subjects, it was for him to inquire into the conduct of his son, who was one of 
his subjects ; nor did the Rajé forget his duty in this respect. He conducted an 
enquiry on his own account, and finding the Prince not guilty of the crimealleged, 
informed the British authorities accordingly.. What was the necessity then for 
conducting a fresh inquiry ? What led the authorities to disbelieve the asser- 
ton of the Raji? There would have been cause for suspicion of the Prince’s 
guilt if Réjkuvarb4i had been found dead immediately after she had been caught 
im the act of deceiving her husband. That the Prince should not have killed her 
on the spot but should have taken her to the room of his other wife, and after 
beating her slightly with a cane should have simply told her that he would not 
see her face again, speaks highly in favour of the Prince’s patience and forbear- 
ance. Lt cannot for a moment be supposed that the girl died from the effects of 
the little beating she received. Is it not more natural that the unfortunate girl, 
covered with shame and infamy and abandoned by her lord, should have com- 


mitted suicide or died froni the effects of her extreme meatal anguish ? Cannot 


4 husband administer a gentle beating to his erring wife? Moreover, the Prince 
Was a Rajput and the son of a King. Would he not have despatched Kuvarbai 
th the spot if he were so inclined ? Would he have for a moment entertained 
he supposition that the British Government would come down upon him in 
os case? As regards the absurd statement of some of the witnesses that the 
“4 nee had a sword in bis hand it is quite clear that that statement is false, since 

Would be too much to suppose that a Rajput Prince. with a sword in his hand 


a com ae a a ee ee ee a a 
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and with his faithless wife — a a him, should have resisted the tenip- 
 4gtion of killing her on the spot. When the Prince set out of the house in search 
|. of his erring wife his elder wife opposed it, which shows that the latter was fully 
aware of the consequences that would follow. The assurance which the Prince 
gave her at that time is one wortliy of consideration, and shows that he was not 
actuated by any sinister motives. As Kuvarbdi was taken by the Prince to the 
room of his senior wife, it is impossible that the latter could have allowed a 
sword in his hand. If she wrested the stick from his hand while he was beating 
Kuvarbai, it cannot be supposed that she would have allowed the Prince any 
opportunity during that night to leave her room and go to that of Kuvarbai’s to 
beat her once more. If it be suppused that she may have been jealous of 
Kuvarbdi and did not care for her fate, the love for her husband would natural: 
ly lead her to prevent him from injuring the girl to prévent unpleasant 

uences to himself, and that she was actuated by such a motive is obvious 
from the fact that she opposed his punishing Kuvarbdi from the very beginning. 
As'the girl died there or four days latér, there is every likelihood that she died 
from deep anguish or committed suicide. There is no consistency in the state- 
ments of the witnesses. If they had actually seen the Prince beat Kuverbai, 
why should there be so much doubt in their minds as to whether it was with a 
sword or a stick that he did so strike her? The entry in the doctor’s book is 
evidently a fraudulent one. The doctor never saw Kuvarbdi and yet the entry 
stands in his book against her name. It must have been the work of somebody 
else. The evidence of the brother of the deceased is unreliable because he him- 
self did not witness anything. The case was taken up by the Government 
several months after the death of Kuvarbéi. There does not appear any reason 
why Government should any longer mistrust the first statement of the Raja 
about the innocence of his son. The R4jé is a friend of the British Govern- 
ment, and Indian Princes are not in the habit of deceiving those with whom they 


have entered into‘friendly negotiations, as Lord Northbrook has declared in one 
of his recent speeches. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 7th November says: ‘Mr. Manibhdai’s 
departure from Cutch seems to have been signalized by 
_ Describes the state of affairs alarming changes in all the departments of administra- 
m Catch since Mr. Manibhai’s tion, That some of these changes may be good, it would 
removal from the Divanship he onl : eee 
te aaa unjust to deny. But we are afraid the making ‘a 
clean sweep,’ as it is called, of the old hands, and 
importing strangers into a province so notoriously exclusive, is neither prudent 
nor politic. What is worse is the alleged ascendancy of the Mod class, 
particulary obnoxious to the reigning family as well as to the people as a whole. 
It is natural under the circumstances that the intelligent Rani of Cutch should 
contemplate representing the state of matters to the Paramount Power and to 
mark a sense of her dissatisfaction at the change of ministry. If the Cutchi 
merchants, residing in Bombay, should also, as asserted, agitate in the matter 
pablicly, the Government of Bombay might see their error and try honestly to 
undo what mischief they have done in hot haste.” 


The same comments on the Administration Report of the Baroda State for 


SS : the year ending 31st July 1879, and in congratulating 

Pg yy are gf Rav, the Political Agent, the Divdn, and the other officials 
ose ed rag a pe on the satisfactory character of their united labours, 
Sardars. gives the following advice to Sir T. Madhav Rav :— 
dh ‘“‘ We read in the report that though the relations of 
@ State with the Agent are of a ‘happy family’ character, such is not the 
case with the Sardars. Some 43 of these feudal lordings had occasion to 
} simi to the British Government a petition alleging several grievances, among 
em the refusal of the Divan to interview them. The Divdn of course tries to 


— all the allegations whose number is considerable. The Sardars complained 


as time-honoured usages were bein g set aside; their allowances were reduced 


s usive of their horse and foot establishments ; their right of exemption from 
.-.Process of ordinary civil and criminal courts usurped ; their privilege of 


ne Ben jurisdiction in the Indm villages was interfered with; the 


a thin and Dharmada were reduced ; State guarantee for debts 
rag ed by them was abolished; and lastly, that no confidence was put in 
This is a pretty long list of grievances. In our opinion many of these 
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are puerile and absurd on the face of them. No administration, having a sense 
of responsibility, could for instance guarantee the debts of impecunious and 
profligate Sardérs, neither could it allow their exemption from the ordi 
ass of civil and criminal law. We would nevertheless recommend Sir 
_ Maddhav Rdv to adopt a more conciliatory bearing towards these fallen 
feudal nobles. Again, it would be in the interests of all concerned to secure to 
them their jast immemorial and feudal rights inherited by usage. It would be 
grievous injustice to deprive them of these. All we wish for is even justice. 
Set aside by all means ‘ unattainable pretensions ;’ but do not destroy ruthlessly 
all forms of a feudal and semi-military civilization. English education isin 
destructive. English nostrums are now pronounced on all hands to be quite 
unfit for India. So we would suggest the advisability of conserving the native 
: in vogue. Keep all that is good and beneficial and eradicate that which 
is in reality ruinous to the interests of the people.” 


A letter in the supplement to the Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 8th November, 
signed by one Mddhavrav Vishnu Phadke, residing in 


Asks His Highness the 
Holkar to remedy the mis- 
management of His Highness’ 
Charity Fund at Gokarna 
Mahabaleshvar. 


Bombay, appeals to His Highness Tokojirév Holkar 
to remedy the mismanagement of the Charity Fund 
organized by His Highness for the free distribution 
of food to travellers at Gokarna Mahdbaleshvar. The 


people of that town have been trying hard to bring 


this matter to His Highness’ notice for the last two or three years, but it 
appears that somehow or other the complaint does not reach His Highness’ 


€ars 


Observes that Mr. Melville, 
the Governor General's Agent 
at Baroda, has been popular 
. with the subjects of- that 
State. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Saméchdr (48) of the 8th November, in 


alluding to the report that Mr. Melville, the Governor 
General’s Agent at Baroda, will go to England in 
February next on one year’s leave of absence, and 
will afterwards retire from service, observes that he 
has endeared himself to the people of that State by his 
engaging and courteous manners. In intricate cases 


he personally hears the statements of the parties, and the petitioners and 


complainants willingly go to him to seek redress. ‘The report of his approach- 
ing departure has caused regret and sorrow among the subjects of the Gaikawad. 


He has also rendered great assistance to the Divan in carrying on the adminis- 
tration successfully. | 


The Gujarati (65) of the 7th November observes that under the adminis- 
ee mniion of the late Jam anes = State of 
sdvaintatred; Navdanagar was prosperous and happy. e present 
Mone rig of the Navana- Jim succeeded aa ae the late Bhagwénji eon 
| the Div:in, but-he ruined the State. The Political 
Agent became aware of this state of things, and the Div4n was dismissed. 
Popat Welji then became the Divan, and in his time the debt of the State 
increased. Mr. Kharkar was the next Div4n and he oppressed the people. He 
has been succeeded by Mr. Maganlal, and he and Mr. Bhdéusingji together con- 


duct the administration, and represent that they have reduced the State expen- 
diture but real economy is not practised. The servants of the State are trans- 
ferred from one office to another, and Mr. Maganlal chiefly employs the Nagars, 


who are of his own caste 


responsible to anybody. 


. He is the favourite of the Political Agent and is not 


The people of Navdnagar say that it will be soon 


own that the liabilities of the State have increased. Unless Navdnagar gets 
“0 impartial Divan, it will never prosper, nor will its debt lessen. The Jém 
— not like the new Divan, but cannot express his dislike for fear of the 


olitical Agent. 


Municipalities. 


The Bombay Chronicle (44) of the 7th November observes that formerly 


to 


p2Wholesome articles of 


tingly using unwholesom 


the Bazdér Master and the Municipal authorities of 
Bombay exercised strict supervision over the markets 
and destroyed unwholesome articles of human food 
exposed for sale; but of late a similar watch does not 
seem to have been kept over those articles. It behoves 
the Health Department therefore to use due care in 
this matter, and to protect the people from unwit- 


e food which may injure their health. 
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A correspondent of the Bombay Samachar (48) of the 8th November states 
; that the newly created municipality for the Camp at 
Complains that the Muni- Poona intends to impose a house tax, a privy tax and 
cipality of Camp, Poona, 4 wheel tax. It is said that the committee has decided 
intends to levy @ heavy “x +5 levy twel ivy; and 
a 0 levy twelve rupees a year on every privy; an 
— hence every house belonging to the respectable 
classes which generally has three privies, will have to pay annually thirty-six 
rupees for the privies, while the tax on the building itself will be about twenty- 
five rupees. The sweepers’ wages for a year per house at twelve rupees is 
considered very heavy, while the city municipality levies rupees three only per 
house. Under these circumstances it is hoped that Government will prevent 
the Camp Municipality from imposing an unreasonably heavy privy tax. 


‘The Bombay Samdchédr (48) of the 11th November disapproves of the pro- 


| posal of the Bombay Municipality to levy a fee on 
Disapproves of the proposal every visitor to the Victoria Gardens. The gardens are 
_ ofthe Bombay omega a source not only of diversion but of useful knowledge 
ete os Vitale "Gar. also, and should be accessible to all classes of the 
dens. people alike. Poor people will not be able to pay the - 

fee and will be prevented from resorting to the gardens. 
The Corporation spends a large amount of money annually, and some of the 
items of expenditure are useless. It ought not therefore to grudge providing 
for the small amount required for the keep of the animals in the gardens. 


The Rést Goftér (51) of the 7th November censures the Town Council of 


Bombay for not adopting the proposals made by Mr. 
Censures the Municipality Nawroii Fardunji that meters should be used at the 
of Bombay for failing to pro- nyynicipal places such as gardens, workshop, bdzdrs, 
hibit waste of water in muni- : ‘ : 
cipal concerns and private stables, and at police stations, in order to show the 
gardens. consumption of water therein, and that meters should 
also be placed in private gardens which use the water. 
The monsoon is just over and water is sparingly issued in Bombay. The 
small fall of rain this year makes it probable that a scarcity of water will be 
felt earher than usual, and as a precautionary measure the Corporation has begun 
to sprinkle the roads with well-water. Though the people pay the full amount 
of the water-rate, they do not get a sufficient supply. It is therefore advisable 
that the Corporation should stop, as suggesied by Mr. Nawroji, the great waste 
committed in municipal concerns and in the gardens of rich natives and Euro- 
peans, in which water is allowed to run during the whole night, though the 
water-rate is paid on the valuation of the house only. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Sigar (30) of the 8th November says that 


Giacinto: Menisi- the income of the Municipality of Nrisinha Védi is 
pality of Nrisinha V4di. about 600 rupees every year, in addition to which it 
| receives about 1,000 rupees from a tax on the pilgrims 
who flock there every year. It does not appear, however, how these sums are 
spent. The road from Shirol to Vddi is in the worst state imaginable, although 
itis one by which a considerable traffic is carried on. There is no dharmashdla 
in the town for the use of travellers and sojourners, no public privies, and no 
street lamps. The want of funds cannot be urged against these inconveniences, 
as has been mentioned above. ‘The streets in the town are in a very bad con- 
dition, and, on account of the absence of privies, there is an inconceivable amount 
of dirtiness about the town. In the absence of street lamps, moreover, the 
pilgrims find it very difficult to vo to the temples at night. It is hoped therefore 
that the Political Agent concerned will be pleased to make all the necessary 
‘mprovements for the greater comfort of the inhabitants and the pilgrims. 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 8th November complains 


; of the heavy municipal taxation at Yeola ‘in the 

aa ins of theoppressive Nasik Zilla nd of the ee manner in which 

ion is exacted at tag it is exacted for the purpose of raising funds for ex- 

a _ _ Gavating a new tank for the use of the inhabitants. 

i <Opagh ae are similar to those of the Ndsik Vritta (37) of the 2nd October, 
ced in the summary for the week ending the 9th October. 


—_. 


* 
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Miscellaneous. 


The Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 9th November exborts the natives to devote 


Exhorts the natives to turn : ; ; 
Fy cilintiim to the parsnit Of all the occupations of life, agriculture stands 


‘ceili, foremost, trade next, and service last of all. But as 
— the pursuit of the first of these is beset with many 
difficulties at the present day, it 1s advisable for the natives to seriously direct 
their attention to the second. Let them follow the noble example of Mr. 
Murarji Gokuldas. The occupa{on of trade has the double advantage of enriching 
the individual as well as the community. Englishmen first came to this 
country as traders, and in the course of time they were able to achieve what 
they have achieved. The natives therefore should try to follow in their foot- 
steps, and, by amassing capital, benefit themselves and their country. 


The Kalpataru (26) of the 7th November reports that in some parts of the 

Shol4pur Tdéluka a species of earth-worms called 

Reports that the crop Sp humni are on the increase, and are destroying the seed 

wee Téiuke, cri as soon as itis sown. The ryots repeated the sowing 

as operations twice or thrice but to no purpose. The 

season for the sowing of jondhlad (holcus sorghum) is already over and the 
disappointed ryots have now commenced the sowing of gram. 


The Dnydn Bodhak (33) of the 1st November is informed by a correspondent 

that an anonymous letter has been received by the 

se eePorts that an snonymors Sdvénir Darbér to the effect that a letter written in 

ood ee gga golden characters has been found in a temple at 

Visvesvar near Benares, in which it is said that a king 

will be born in the North, who will rule over the people according to law and 
usage, and that sin will be driven down to hell. 


The Dnydn Sdgar (30) of the 8th November reports a case of dacoity 
| at Kisrulin the Panhdla Peta, in which the dacoits cut 
Reports a case of dacoity 


j Siasaee See off the hands of two persons ‘in the house of one 
veka ems fhe Krishn4ji Ramchandra Nanivadekar. 


The Bombay Saméchar (48) of the 12th November, in alluding to Dr. 
Hunter’s recent lecture at Edinburgh on the condition 

Criticises Dr. Hunter's of the people of India, observes that the Doctor’s 
— . gt wt pe statement that the peasants and the labouring classes 
gg © Peep ©" of India are in an indigent condition owing to the 
increase of population, is quite correct. But he 

further observed that the increase in the population has been caused by the 
construction of irrigation works and by improved husbandry. This ‘assertion 
18 untrue ; and every person who has any experience of this country will testify 
to the fact that the absence of improvement in cultivation has reduced the 
productive capability of the land, and that in the absence of a sufficient number 
of canals, a slight failure of the rains brings on a scarcity of corn, and their 
absence for one year produces a famine. These facts are quite patent, and yet 
the Doctor makes assertions quite contrary to them. Many instances have 
occurred of late in England in which wrong information about India has been 


placed before the English people at Home, and the Doctor’s lecture is of the 
same description. 


D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
17th November 1880. 
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their attention to the pursuit of trade and commerce. 
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Names of Newspapers. 


MARA’THI—continued. 


The Nagar Samachar 
Khandesh Vaibhav 


7 


The Bombay Chronicle 

», Gujarat Mitra 

» surya Prakash 

in” ERIOOEME ©. cere GincbAdnaan 


Akhbére Sowddgar 
Rist Goftér 


Parsi Punch 


A'rya 


Kaside Mambai 
Dnyaa Vardhak 
Svadesh Vatsal 

A’rya Dharma Prakash 
Vidya Mitra - 


Broach Samaehar............. 


Duanridad 


| Urov. 
The Kushful Akhbar . 
: Urpu anp Hunn. 
- 78 | The Andalibi Hind - Do. De: 
79 | The Mofurrohul Kalub civ “ 


—_ 


Notes.—The various notices have been collected under different heads, which are printed in italics. = 
The names of Newspapers are printed in italics, and the number of the Newspaper 10 the list at 
_ beginning of the report is printed in brackets after the name. 


_ Tne proprietors of the Newspapers marked * have not given itfformatica as to the number of copie 
issued. In these cases, an estimate has been made by the Reporter. 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Shivaji (17) of the 12th November, referring to the present state of 

us ie Ireland, says that if the Irish are in such a wretched 

ig at Enea. sone condition, although their country has been in the 
ion of Englishmen for nearly 400 years, it is 
difficult to foresee the future condition of India, if it should remain long under 
_ British rule. It is also a noteworthy fact that Ireland has its representatives in the 
British Parliament, and that it forms a United Kingdom with Great Britain. It 
should also be remembered that Ireland is so near to England, and the language, 
the religion, and the manners and customs of Irishmen are so akin to those of 
Englishmen, that the two races may almost be considered asone. The Irish, 
moreover, are by no means a nation of cowards like the Hindus. If, in 
spite of all these advantages, that country is in such a deplorable condition, 
it is natural that the minds of the well-wishers of India should even now be 
filled with a deep misgiving as regards the future of their own fatherland, and 
that they should begin to entertain serious doubts whether the time will really 
ever come when their rulers will fulfil their oft-repeated promise that they will 
hand over the government of this country to its own inhabitants as soon as they 
are in a position to undertake the responsibility. But the Shivdjt is of opinion 
that such fears are groundless. The discontent in Ireland is owing not so much 
to any disagreement between the people and the Government as to that between 
the landlords and their tenants. There is nothing very remarkable in such a 
disagreement, as it is well known that the late Deccan riots were owing to a 
similar one between the cultivators and the money-lénders; and as the latter 
were suppressed by Government by adopting proper measures, the same will 
have to be done in the case of Ireland. But if Government fail to adopt a 
proper remedy, then indeed there is no knowing how far the conflagration may 
spread. The greatness of England has lately become an eyesore to several 
nations, some of whom are even making secret attempts for its destruction, and 
expressing their sympathy for -the Irish. One of the Irish leaders has been 
lately making a tour in the United States of America. However, Mr. Gladstone 
has promised that effectual measures for the pacification of Ireland will be 
adopted by Government at an early date, and there is no reason to suppose 


that the opposition in Ireland will assume larger proportions than what it has 
hitherto done. 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 15th November, referring to an ae 
es October number of the Contemporary Heview 
Dacamesthe question“ Why «: Why keep India ?”’, says that the disadvantages to 
keep India ? y seep 408 : dude fe 
England from its connection with India have no 
foundation in fact, but are purely imaginary, while the advantages are 
humerous :—1. First and foremost among these is the annual drain from India 
of 16,000,000 sterling. 2. The national benefit derived by England from 
lain respect of her manufactured goods which meet with custom here. 
3. India affords an ample field for the employment of Englishmen in its civil, 
military, naval and diplomatic services. 4. The possession of India gives 
England a peculiar prestige among the natives of Europe, nay, of the world. 
England cannot afford to give up India, nor has the latter reached that condition 
in material, intellectual and moral advancement to wish for a separation from it. 
It would be enough for the present if England does its duty by conferring 
upon the people of India those rights and privileges which their education and 
general advancement in intelligence and civilization demand. 


The Dina Bandhu (8) of the 14th November says that the British 
Makes mm Government commit a serious mistake in not con- 
British gdministraten ‘os Sidering the interests of their own country and those 
India, of India as identical. This sy ea to adopt the 
selfish policy of trying to enrich their own countr 

heag cost of India. There is pihine to pede at therefore in j tetodsese. | 
wi bn. to please their own countrymen tothe neglect of the interests of the 
a ves. It is advisable for them, however, to set aside such narrow-minded 
Ws, and adopt a more liberal policy which will naturally tend to free them 
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fom all anxiety and to prevent them from enacting oppressive laws. The salt 
monopoly at present prevents the people even from removing saline earth from 


the sea-shore. The Forest Law prevents them even from removing dried 


leaves from the jungles. The Game Law will prevent them from killing any 
e bird or beast. These are so many difficulties thrown in the way of poor 
ple obtaining their livelihood. The license-tax authorities, in order to 
make a name for theniselves, levy exorbitant sums from the petty dealers 
and exact them from them by force; while if anybody has the courage to 


a against their injustice, the higher authorities take very good care to 
support the policy of their subordinates. 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 14th November is gratified to hear that the 
) inhabitants of Madras lately held a large and influen- 
Is pleased at the honour tial meeting in honour of His Excelleney the Duke of 


done to the retiring Gov- Buckingham. It was the late famine which disclosed 
ernor of Madras by the in- 


. ; the sterling humanity and courage of the Governor 
penn ev: of Madras, who did eit to save life and avert human 
suffering than the loud-talking Governor of Bombay. Similarly, when His 
Grace, supported by his brave Councillors, stood boldly in favour of the liberty 
of the Press, he must be considered as having done a service to the Empire 
almost equal to that of Sir Charles Metcalfe and his Lieutenants. The famous 
Sanydsi interment case disclosed in a marked manner another trait in His 
Grace’s eharacter. He showed by his conduct that the action of the State 
should be congenial to the disposition and habits as well as to the religious 
prejudices and approved immemorial usages of the people. He, moreover, raised 
a native gentleman to a seat on the High nch. It is true that the 


promotion was fully deserved, but the sense of duty is growing so blunt day by 


day amongst the majority of Indian Governors, that the natives have to offer 


an oblation of thanksgiving te their rulers even for the performance of that 
which in strict justice is but their duty. 


The same, referring to the appointment of Sir John Strachey as President 


of the Viceregal Council during the absence of Lord 


Disapproves of the appoint- Ripon on tour, says that, although it is true that the 
ment of Sir John Strachey as 


cds of the Vieersenl appointment has been made in aceordance with the 
Counci daring the absence of Prevailing rules, it is likely to be misconstrued by 
Lord Ripon on tour. the public. Sir John made a serious mistake in the 

budget estimate which has resulted in great eonfu- 
sion in the revenue aecounts, and which has to a certain extent proved his in- 
competency. His eonduct has been severely criticized both in India and 
England, and it is settled that he is soon to leave this country. The present 
Ministry has no confidence in him any more than it had in his late superior 
Lord Lytton and Major E. Baring has been appointed in his place. In the 
meantime it has fallen to his lot to conduct the duties of the Viceregal office. 
When Sir John is in reality removed from his post of Finance Minister, people 
are naturally wonder-struck at the Home Government allowing him to hold the 
highest and the most responsible post in India. People have naturally begun 
to think that however a British officer may conduct himself and whatever 
mistakes he may make, he neither loses the confidence of, nor is supposed to be 
unfit by the Government. If a British officer errs, he is kicked up and not 
own. The Opinion, however, thinks that such eonduct does not, become the 
British Government so remarkable for its goodness and justice, and that it is not 
calculated to command the respect of the natives. It is painful to perceive that 


ters of justice and fairness, the Mogul rule, the rule of the Peshwas, and 
é British rule have come to be placed in the same category. 


The Késide Mumbai (58) of the 15th November, in a leader headed “The 


valour of Turkey and the jealousy shown by Mr. 
cei Pig gre Gladstone,” observes that Mr. Gladstone before the 
‘owards Turkey. ~ late Russo-Turkish war excited the wrath of Europe 
| against Turkey by delivering strong speeches against 

i alte country. The particulars of th 8 
mp oo Empire having come to light, the wise men of Europe laughed 
| Supposed wisdom and ability. The people of England made him the 


th 


. «ft ees 


e enmity shown by him towards 


eer 
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Premier, as they expected that this old and wise gentleman would preserve 
in Europe and let England remain at ease. But no sooner did he assume 
that office than his old views of driving the Ottoman Empire out of Europe were 
revived in his breast, and he represented to the other European powers that 
Turkey had become lifeless, and that if they exercised united pressure on the 
Sultan, he would be compelled by fear to accede to their demands. The mis- 
ntation had the desired effect, and they gave their consent to his proposal. 
He was elated at this and convened a meeting of the envoys of the great powers 
_ of Europe except Turkey, with the object of bringing the questions about Greece 
and Montenegro to a conclusion. It was decided at this convention that if the 
Sgitan did not quietly comply with their demands, they would exercise force to 
compel him to do su. The Turks considered Mr. Gladstone as their great enemy 
for his being the cause of this threat. ‘Though Turkey was on one side and 
the rest of Europe on the other, yet the Turks did not fail to show a proper 
spirit on this occasion. The whole of Europe was surprised to see this, and is 
convineed that the old friendship between Turkey and England has ceased to 
exist. At present the influence of Germany in Turkey has increased, and 
German officers have been employed by the Porte in the foreign and other 
de ents. There must be some ultimate object in this movement. After 
alluding to the bad feeling existing between France and Germany and to the 
t desire shown by Greece that the great powers should press Turkey to 
execute the Berlin ‘T'reaty as regards the boundary of the Grecian Kingdom, the 
Kaside Mumbai observes that Englishmen are sorry that Mr. Gladstone should 
have by his indiscreet policy stirred up the people of the south-eastern parts of 
Europe. It is stated that he is also inciting France to revive the Grecian 
question, and has promised to help Greece , Rite fn and arms. Turkey 
knows this ; but it seems that Englishmen and even the other members of the 
Ministry do not approve of this step of the Premier. They know that the naval 
demonstration has failed, that Austria, Germany and France did not approve 
of it, and that none of the newspapers of Europe recommend that help should 
be given to Greece in this matter. Greece is not able to fight with Turke 
single-handed, and would lose its independence if it went to war with the 
Ottoman Empire. The resolution already arrived at by the great powers in 
connection with the Grecian question is, that there 1s no provision in the treaty 
for the cession of any portion of the Turkish territory to Greece. On the contrary 
the late Ministry and Lord Salisbury not only gave no promise to Greece on the 
oceasion of the late Russo-Turkish war but also informed that country that if it 
went to war with the Turks, it would only become a sufferer thereby and that 
they would try to persuade Turkey to make some concessions. 


The Hitechhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 18th November, in alluding to 

| Mr. Gladstone’s speech at the Guildhall banquet, 

Bi , oS ye observes that he said nothing as regards the future 
the Guildhall banquet. a of Kandahar,—whether it was to be annexed to the 
British territory, or to be evacuated. Though the. 
Indian Government have not openly declared their intention, there seems every 
likelihood of that city being annexed to India. If this 1s done, India will have 
to bear an annual burden of three krores of rupees on that account, while the city 
and the territory under it will not produce more than five lacs. In support of 
the annexation scheme, Government state that the people of Kandahar desire 
British rule ; but if they really do so, they ought to guarantee the expenses of 
the administration and the safety of the British officers. Notwithstanding the 
heavy debts already borne by India and an empty exchequer, Sir John 
Strachey increased the expenses of the administration, abolished a portion of 
the import duties on Europe cotton goods, increased the taxes, and imposed 
the oppressive license-tax. To annex Kandahar under such circumstances 
18 to make India’s financial condition worse than before. The Afghan war has 
only conferred no benefit either on England or India, but has cost about 
mer krores of rupees and the lives of numerous brave soldiers, and the 
roy army has returned without making any stipulations with the Afghans. 
He | Lytton declared the Afzhan war, because the late Sher Alli refused to let 
rs — elivoy remain at his court in Cabul; but at the close of the war the 
nation of keeping an envoy had to be given up. The bestowal of the Afghan 
n€ on one who was brought up under Russian influence and who is under great 
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obligations to them will impress other nations with the idea that India has lost 
‘her character, men and money without deriving any benefit. It will be well 
therefore if Kandahar is not annexed to the British territory. Mr. Gladstone 
held silence about India at the banquet. Before his accession to the Premiership 


he showed much sympathy and feeling for India and made thundering speeches — 


in its cause, but since his coming into office he has disappointed it in several 
matters. The license-tax continues to be levied ; the natives are not given high 
places in the administration ; the unjust rules for the Civil Service Examination 
remain in existence ; the oppressive Vernacular Press Act has not been repealed ; 
no representative of the vast Indian Empire has been admitted to Parliament ; 
no true representative of the people is allowed to sit in any of the Indian 
Councils; the memorials of the people and of the public associations for the 
repeal of the Arms Act have been thrown away by the India Council as waste 

per; and the heavy salt duty has not been reduced. In short, the sanguine 
expectations entertained by the people of India from the advent of the Liberal 
Government are not fulfilled, and the promise given by England that it would 
bear with India the cost of the Afghan war has not been redeemed. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 17th November observes that Dr. 


Hunter in his recent lecture at Edinburgh said that 


Observes that Dr. ee s the administration of India at the present day was 
asserti e presen ” : : 
Sain ob takin, te supe. Superior to that of the Moguls and even to the late 


East India Company’s rule. His assertion with regard 
late E. I. Com. a = 

as her is unfounded. to the former al «fay but not so with regard to the 

latter. He pointed to the pure administration, the 
establishment of the police, &c., but it must be observed that these departments 
existed under the Company’s rule and were admin better than at present. If 
any European misconducted himself, he was at once deported to Europe. The 
police was so strong that it could extirpate dacoits, thugs, and Pinddris, who 
formerly infested the country, and was thereby enabled to restore peace throughout 
theempire. Nocomplaints of police oppression such as are often heard of now-a- 
daysthen arose. ‘There is an increased desire for education among the natives, but 
the means of earning a livelihood are day by day becoming more and more difficult. 
The financial condition of India is worse than what it was under the Company’s 
rule. The land assessment and other taxes have increased, but the income 
of the people has not augmented proportionately. Since 1860 the State 
expenditure has been annually increasing, and to meet it, the income has been 
also augmented, so that it now amounts to sixty per cent. above what it was 
twenty years ago. Since the assumption of the direct rule of this country by 
Her Majesty the Queen, the Home charges have trebled—they amounted to five 
and a half krores in 1860, but have now reached to sixteen krores. It is believed 
that they will within the next few years increase to twenty krores. The Indian 
revenues amounted to forty krores in the year 1860, but now amount to sixty- 
four krores; and there are fears of their increasing still more hereafter. Within 
these twenty years the wealth of the people has not increased, and the condition 
of the poor classes lias become worse than before; while the increase in the 
duties levied on salt, tobacco, spirits, &c., presses heavily upon them. Dr. Hunter 
justly remarks that the field for employment in the administration of the 
country should be extended in the case of the natives, and that the right of 
representation should be accorded to them. But he observed that the difficulties 
in the way of doing so were not due so much to the shortcomings of Govern- 
ment as to the imprudence of the natives. Whatever that may mean, it is 
nevertheless a fact that educated natives do not get high places under Govern- 


nag and this may be attributed to the unwillingness of the latter to take 
them into their confidence. ? 


The Rast Goftdér (51) of the 14th November, in alluding to the report that 
a the Press Commissionership will be shortly abolished, 
Commissioner's office Phair observes that the Commissioner renders valuable 
not be abolished. services to the whole Empire. He isa great help to 
dent of _ the Native Press, and has rendered it quite indepen- 
to “hs the Anglo-Indian Press. The degrading Vernacular Press Act ought 
Rah at once abolished, but not the Press Commissioner’s Department, as it is 
an offspring of the Press Act. It will do no good to anybody to keep the 
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sae | ra (58) and the Oujardt Mitra (a5 of the samo dato exprees similar 


7 be 5 Ind Prakésh (4) of the 15th November is ey to ge fess Sir John 

7. Sy ley intends to van Oo tem 
. isi Strachey elevation to the Presidency of the Be e Legislative 
oS. Council by pre Nig: on the Indian Press 
i adverse criticism of his acts, and abolishing the place of the Press Com- 
| qigsioner, who supplies that Press with much useful inforniation. Of course if 
. — rn ¢* bent upon taking that revenge, it é¢annot be helped, but if he 
— : 7 wishes that a veil should be thrown over his past conduct, and if he is 
{neline poo to take upon himself the merit of having done some good to the natives 
‘of this « , the Indu advises him,to abolish the Vernacular Press Act, by 
‘whic . | in e will yet endear himself to them. (The Satya Shodhak (36) of 

. the 14th November eipeenes somewhat similar —) 


"Whe Shindji (17) of the 12th November, referring to the same, is 20 
ae it mp Sir John should ae ~~ any such - ee 
ts sorry that Sir John he is charged with, simply for the purpose o 

Strache or abo pew on the Indian Press for their having freely 


Me Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 15th N ovember, referring to the Presidency 
LoS me Small Cause Courts ss , says that it has Pa hesitation 
ae in iving its most hearty sup tt to the It 
a Cease would decidedly be a ap in ithe right direction to 

extend the jarisdietion of the Presidency Small Cause 

Courts i in the manner proposed. It will undoubtedly result in a great saving 
of ‘time, trouble, and expense to suitors of the class contemplated, without 
materi the cause of justice. The public opinion in Bombay is in 
favour oft the proposed extension. The only objections which are made to it 
concern the nght of appeal and the system of procedure. There is a somewhat 
mg feeling in certain quarters that a free right of appeal must be conceded in 
suits for Rs. 1,000 and upwards. Before the Civil Pusaaieees Code of 1877 

8 pe the m of ap tne underwent a most critical examination at the 

nds of the he of the different High Courts in [ndia, and the conclusion 
on from their opinions by Sir J. F. Stephen was that although the system 
of proc aie Act 8 of 1859 was objectionable on account of the compli- 

d system of appeal it corel still a free right of appeal to a certain extent 

aso evil as the on available check on the J udges, who are not 
abject to the — checks as in 5 land—those of a strong and independent bar 

. andp As both - ay checks exist in the Presidency towns, there 
. not the same sreceunity for allowiug appeals there as in the mofussil. As for 
he object a § applying the procedure under Act 10 of 1877 to the 


Courts, it is équally groundless. It cannot be said 
eof Civil Procedure is too com plicated and artificial to suit the 


ople of India. There is nothing jcctahioaiad in the procedure prescribed 
the Code, nor does it contain anything more chen rules for ena 
the courts to ascertain the real merits of a case. The administration of. 


? ca discretion of the part of the Judges is not 
greater the ignorance of a people, the stronger is 
+ saepaley for written ges of law and procedure to regulate the 


mimstration of justice. The fact, however, is that the proposed Bill 
excludes certain provisions of the Civil Procedure Code, whieh 44 would be 
to enforce upon the Judges of the Smail Cause Courts, namely, 
os which make it the duty of the Judges to reduce to writing the substance 
‘ the examina tion of parties and witnesses. With respect to’suits for the 
. Ketovery of j wamueh ie perty, if that jurisdiction be given to the Small Cause 
‘com y intended b i bean of et 9 of 1850, and the palm ’ 
» people as intended in the new Bill, nothing can be said against 
th. ooo ment. = The Bill, moreover, proposes to ‘bring within the jurisdiction 
ee weal coal s defendants residing out of their local li in cases — 
; em me ‘value € Rs. 500, if the. cause of action arose within such limits. Ti 


onde oh 


on” 


a 


ga most desirable improvement. Suits against defendants residing out of 
ce Bon sala why the most part ee of rE the page plngie and the resent 
daw is to encourage dishonesty on the part of up-country ers in 

a alings with their agents at Bombay y. Many instances have occurred of 
traders residing in the districts reducing thy A ag A a becca claims of their 
or agents in Bombay to a sum below Rs. 500, and setting at defiance 


. the demands made for the payment of the balance. Moreover, the trouble and 


x of having a decree executed in the mofussil is a great discouragement 
to y those who have to sue persons residing out of Bombay.. When the Bill is 
passed into a law, the establishments of the Small Cause Courts will have to be 
_ placed upon a new footing, which, however, can be done without any additional 
: expense to the State, as the work of the ai ga Side of the High Courts will 
be materially reduced, and there will be ample room for effecting: a considerable 
4 saving in the eost of the establishment of those courts. 


The Wydéya Prakash (67) of the 15th November observes that the rise in 
| exchange has affected the Indian trade, both export and 
Bequests etapa ot import, since one-fifth of the value of an article has .to 

jos ezchang. iene be paid in England for exchange on account of the fall 
goes in the price of silver. Again, about four krores of 

: are paid for exehange on account of the twenty krores remitted to England 
as Home charges. It behoves Government, therefore, to adopt immediate 
measures to prevent this loss. 


The Bombay Samdchér (48) of the 20th November observes that the best 
course to save India and England from the loss suffered 
the means of by them from a rise in exchange is, that the countries 


Suggests 
ese be reine ot gg em which have a gold currency should re-introduce the 


exchange suffered silver currency also. ‘his eourse is approved of b 
» Sea most of the wil of England, France, America as 
- other eountries, and the Governments of Franee and Ameriea, which have 
gold and a silyer currency, reeommend the other countries to re-introduce the 
latter. But if their recommendation is not adopted, they will be soon compelled 
to abolish the latter currency, in which case those countries whieh have a silver 
eurreney only, and among them ‘India particularly, will suffer a heavy loss. 
Since England took the lead in abolishing the silver currency, it should be the 
first to re-introduce it to prevent further losses. English trade is ehiefly carried 
‘onwith those countries whieh have a silver curreney only, and has already 
begun to suffer on that aceount. India suffers a heavy loss from the rise in 

| exchange i in addition to the depression of its trade. : 


~The Rast Goftér (51) of the 14th November observes that the Ministry 
have brought the ag war to a close by evacuating 

| in torefute theassertion Cabul and resolving to give up Kan . The 
pe a pe ae aly tn London Times, nauitek remarks that the objeet aimed 
war has been ‘oisieistinbed. at by the war has been fully aecomplished. Since 
the hostilities with the Afghans no longer continue 

and the public mind is pacified, it must be stated that the object aimed at has 
not been gained. The Times says that great military glory has been obtained 
by the war ; oe: iat the faet is that the hostilities have only brought disgrace and 
have inflicted losses on India. The late Viceroy and the Ministry were the 
cause of these losses, and the present Government have wisely brought the war 
foaclose. Government themselves admit that no good results Reon proceeded 
from this war, Mr. Adams, the Governor elect. of Madras, has remarked at a 
anquet given in his honour, that even if the late Ministry had succeeded in 
sccomplishing their object in carrying on the war, India would not have 
received any moral or material advantages. No foreign enemy on the other 

_ Ree of the frontier was preparing to invade India or to threaten the frontier, 
_ Vatr ng po by imperialism, the late Viceroy irritated the late Sher Alli hy 
the tebe a British Envoy at his court. The Amir frankly informed 

, hans would not brook the presence of a British Envoy at 

pel ed iceroy insisted upon the demand. The Times says that the 

= ‘abject of of the war Shas been accomplished. But India has not been able to 
pats new frontier ; no envoy is to be posted at Cabul ; the Treaty of Gundamuck 
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_ . has proved worthless; the idea of a scientific frontier has been given up; 
' and Kandahar is to be shortly evacuated. In short, nothing new has been 
_ accomplished by the loss of twenty krores of rapees and many valuable lives. 
_ The Times rejoices that the English army has shown what it can accomplish, 
and the English Government have shown their great power to the Indian 
- subjects. But it must be observed that nobody had ever entertained any 

‘doubts about the power of England. 


The Shubha Suchak (29) of the 12th November, continuing its remarks on 
_. the report of the Famine Commission noticed in the 
bs the report last weekly summary, asks whether any mention is 
made in the report regarding the propriety of the 
_gystem adopted during the late famine of exacting task-work at the relief-works 
equally from those who were able to work and those who were incapable of 
* doing so. The workmen were, moreover, paid full wages only if they performed 
the fall amount of work, but the oceasion did not admit of such a rigorous 
“ exaction of work from the workmen. It was enough to see that they did some 
amount of work in return for the help received from Government. When rain 
~ did fall at last, no sheds were erected for the protection of the half-starved 
wretches, for which neglect somebody ought to have been held nsible. 
~The Commissioners ought to have stated their decision with re to the 
ruling of Sir Richard Temple that one pound of food per day was sufficient to 
‘keep the human frame in full working order. In the Madras Presidency Dr. 
“Cornish fearlessly expressed himself against the one-pound ration theory as 
tending to cause slow starvation, but Lord Lytton paid no attention to the 
opinions of disinterested officials as well as of the Press and the outside public. © 
Jt was certainly the duty of the Commissioners to touch upon this vital point in 
their report. What has been said above and in the last article (noticed in 
the last summary) is enough to show to any one that the terrible mortality 
during the famine was owing to the carelessness and obstinacy of the Govern- 
ment officers, and to their inattention to public opinion; and it is therefore 
“astonishing that the report makes no mention of this fact which was so plain 
“and obvious. The Commissioners ought to have solved the question how it 
was that the famine in Behar was not attended with such heavy mortality 
‘as the one in the Deccan, although both the famines were equally terrible. The 
‘Teport under consideration will have one serious effect, that people will 
heneeforth lose all confidence in Royal Commissions. — 


~ Continuing the same subject, the Suchak asserts that it was the duty of the 
we Commissioners to note the condition of the ryots as 
cepeerom themes own by their inability to cope with a famine even 
for a single year, and to find out the causes of their present helpless condition. 


- itis a well known fact that that condition is owing to the system of land tenure 
im Yogue in the Bombay and Madras Presidencies, under which the heavy 
assessments constantly enhaneed have made agriculture an unprofitable oecupa- 
Mon, and the ruined ryot is thereby debarred even from getting a regular meal 
‘Onee in the day. In the Bengal Presideney, on the con , sir Ashley Eden 
declares that the permanent system of land revenue prevailing there has had 
& beneficial effect in making the ryots a thriving community. It was therefore 
imeumbent on the Commissioners to express their opinion with regard to the 
advisability of introducing the same system into the Decean for the amelioration. 
of the condition of the ryots. The only interest in the famine report lies in the 


& 


candid opinions of Prof. Caird and Mr. Sullivan; who deserve the thanks of 
the Indian community for their noble sentiments and disinterestedness. They 
=~ type of those large-hearted Englishmen at Home, whose hearts are pure 


aNd By e The rest of the report is filled with information concerni 

' Past famines and sundry other matters, with whieh everybody is fully soqisiened. 
nd which might as well have been omitted from the report without any 

_ ¢ a The Loka Mitra (35) of the 14th November, in noticing the Famine 


Mor: Commission Report, makes remarks on the practice 
‘Mission Rep prevailing in the Bombay Presidency of not making 
any advances of money to cultivators in the years 


ng famines. The observations made by the Mitra are similar to those 
ed thal Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 11th instant, and noticed at some 
e last summary. 


says that the public are of opinion that the famine- 
stricken did not receive effectual relief at the hands 
of the British Government on account of the formal 
manner in which they are in the habit of m 
eae everything. - The Government ruled at that time 

ne poond of food per day was enough for a native! It was the 


famine overtook Gujarat about eight years ago. His Highness Khander4v was 
then the Géekwér of Baroda. He at once purchased large supplies of corn with 
the public funds, and sold it to his subjects at the usual price. He also opened 
large relief-works and founded several alms-houses for the free distribution of 
food every da r to all who came there to ask for it. But when that Native State 
‘game more y under British control after the trial of his successor, 
the people of Gujarat became subject to the same reign of law which prevailed 
n British territory, and suffered during the late famine hardships almost similar 
* : aibo suffered by the subjects of the British Government. Whenever a 
famine occurs, His Highness Scindia, His Highness Holkar, and the other 
Native Princes use their resources to the utmost for the relief of human 
if . They even go the length of establishing alms-houses in British 
territory. But the British Government does not quite approve of these t 
on account of their being not in form, as has been recently seen in the case of 
same There is no doubt, however, that the people are benefited by the 
licy of the Native Princes, and the British Government will do well to 
eir example. 


aria Indian Spectator (1) of the 14th November says: “The Bombay 
aga and other papers have been discussing a Mr. 
cometh Mr. Bhagvindés Bhagvand4s Gheldbhsi. We ought to know this 
Kithiawér. pes sae eman. He isa Surat Bania, and his title is First 
% Second Class Deputy Assistant to the Political 
Agent, Zhalawar, Kaéthidwar. This Mr. Bhagva4ndas has been asked to sucvindiae 
on the rather novel plea that he is not suited to K4thidwér. Mr. Bh 
is a judicial subordinate, and it is quite likely that he has offended his eolitical 
uperiors by hugging to his judicial heart-those legal forms and maxims which 
are sure to drive the political autocrat into hard swearing. It would be better 
for all concerned, if the secret of Mr. Bhagvandds’s early retirement is made 
known. In the absence of explanation, the late Deputy Assistant to the Political 
| ca” of Zhalawar gets the better of his superiors, as well as of the Govern- 
ment. 3 
hogy Nydya Prakash (67) of the 15th November gives an extract from the 
: Indian Mirror, stating that Government are partial to 
oe: mere Was te ss their European and Eurasian servants, and observes 
treated by Government. 7 that Mr. Nand Moroji was asked to send in his 
resignation, because he kept Lilbai for a long time in 
Prison before trial. The Zruth, however, reports that a Magistrate of London 
recently charged two young girls with forging a signature, and though one of 
them admitted the crime, while the other pleaded innocence, he kept the latter 
n for two months, and afterwards released her because she was proved 


Pax tes to resign. It is hoped, therefore, that Lord Ripon \ i treat the 
pats ‘of the natives with due consideration. 


~The Samsher Béhddur (69) of the 12th November observes that the 
Vernacular Press Act has deprived the Editors of their 
= ot that the public liberty, and the mofussil authorities exercise a great 


mofussil can- 


barless y- newspaper is not approved of by these authorities, 


:. rane im the mofussil who are ready to ensnare an impartial writer, 
~~ Molussil Editors are obliged to be afraid o discharging their sacred duties. 
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a a "The Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 16th November, referring to the late famine, 


to disease ail the tenth arising from want of sufficient food! A similar 
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| - their dnties 202! of oppression over them. If any statement in a 


they closely watch its writer, and thus there being 
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| © Whe public wiiters point out the defects of the authorities with the intention 
that they should remedy them; but they are frustrated in that object by the 
conduct of those authorities, who sometimes succeed in their attempts on account 
of their power and influence, and thus the Editors are ruined. It is, therefore, 
‘hoped that Government will be pleased to adopt due measures for the protection 
of the public writers, who render so much help to them. Government 
. ghould reserve to theniselves the right of enquiring in the first instance into 
an Sabie axilty, the npc pe Editor, ian if they ge apeehice ead that he is 
prima facie guilty, they should give permission to an officer by them 
i auisire into and dispose of the casé. Unless this is dons, the pallie wie 
of the mofussil will not be able to discharge their sacred duties fearlessly. 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of thé 15th Noveniber, commenting on the Deccan 
ae _-___ Agritultuyists’ Relief Act, says that although that 
_, Makes certain suggestions At legally came into force on the Ist of November 
5a 1879, 1t was published in the Government Gazette one 

| or two weeks after that date, and the vernacular 
translation, which ouglit to have been publishéd simultancously with the 
original for the inforniation of the ryots, did not appear in the Gazetie till June 
or July of 1880.- So also the appointments of Registrars in connection with the 
Act were being made up to the same date. So that the ryots for whom the 
Act was intended had no means of beconting acquainted with its provisions for 
nearly eight months after it had actually come into foreé. The petiod of one 
year, therefore, within which the ryots were asked to get all the documents 
concerning mortgage registered anew was practically reduced to four months, 
which caused great inconvenience to them on account of its shortness. In 
order to get this inconvenience removed and the period extended, two petitions 
were forwarded, one to the Inspector General of the Registration Department 
and the other to Dr. Pollen, but no answer was received from either of them up 
to the first of the current month. It appears, however, that the ryots have 
recently received a reply from the latter that he concurs in their view, and that 
he has referred the matter to Government. This shows the hot haste with 
which the Act was passed and the unnecessary difficulties thrown in the way of 
the ryots on account of that hastiness. With regard to the Act itself, it is 
clearly stated in section 71 that only the old documents concerning mortgage 
require to be registered. The on Regia: of W4i, however, expressed his 
opimion to the District Registrar (the Collector) that the section applies to 
other documents also concerning all kinds of immovable property, whereupon 
the latter concurred in the same view, and proclaimed the fact in his district. 
The ignorant ryots believed in thenew interpretation and got all the documents in 
their possession concerning immovable property registered. Nor was this all, 
but the Sub-Registrar compelled the ryots to use a one-anna stamp in the case 
of every document that was registered. The number of registered deeds and the 
proceeds from the sale of stamps were in this way very much increased. It is 
nowhere stated in the Registration Act that stamps must be used in such cases, 
nor is it the case in the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act. On what authority 
then did the Sub-Registrar exact this fee from the ryots? It washis duty to see 
that no deeds were unnecessarily registered, and no burden thrown on the ryots 
in the shape of unnecessary expenses. Was he blinded by the commission he 
Fagg for the increased proceeds derived from the registering business? By 
‘he Act the Kulkarnis have been entrusted with the duty of Sub-Registrars ; but 
how can those men understand the heavy responsibility of that work and act 
accordin y and how are the ryots to be benefited by the arrangement? Another 


In this manner the ry ry step. Ifthe 
ame confusion that is caused by the misinterpretation of section 71 and the 
+ puisory use of stamps in the Sdtéra District should be found in the other 
uree } to which the Act is eae it is as well that the Act should 


dead letter without any delay. It is therefore recommended that the 
oa. ee Strars should be instructed as regards the meaning of the said section 
owes “he use of stamps. 7 
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a The Native Opinion (5) of the 14th November says: ‘ The last Bombay 
es. ; Government Gazette announces that about 280 survey. 
_ Refers be ap Govern io, numbers from the Télukas of Méval, Haveli, Sirur, 


i 4 : Ind4pur, Bhimthadi and Purandhar of the Poona 
= sag District, which were set apart as reserved forests, 


‘shall cease to be so from the Ist proximo. We are anxious to know whether 
the land is _to be restored to cultivation or to be used for some other purpose. 


Until that is known, we forbear from congratulating Government on the 
relaxation of its recent forest policy. The Kalpataru of Sholdpur hears of 
Government having resolved that the trivial so-called forest-offences such as 
plucking leaves, flowers, slender branches, &c., should not henceforth be visited 
with fine or imprisonment, but should only call forth a warning from forest 
oficers. This is too good to be implicitly credited. We can only say that the 
ways in which the penal sections of the Forest Act are being worked is very 
provoking and scandalous, and that Government cannot too soon attend to such 
a state of things.” | 
- The Subodha Pairiké (6) of the 14th November says: “The new rules 
7 ~-which have been framed for the collection of land 


ee of the new revenue are to come into force from January next. 


s for the collection of : 
Ol csks in Ge Bombay According to them all revenue payable to Government 


Preaidbaty is to be paid by two instalments on certain fixed 
dates. If payments are not made precisely on those 


_ dates, no notice will be given to the defaulters as formerly, and no auction sales 


will be made, but the lands of the defaulters will at once become the property 
of the Government. Is this the result of all the hue and cry that has been 
raised everywhere for the amelioration of the condition of the poor ryot ? Will 
these stringent rules for the enforcement of land revenue relieve the ryots from 
the crushing operations of the Sowkdars, or will they drive them more and more 


into their clutches? Is this the outcome of the extensive agitation which has 


been going on for a long time for setting up small Savings Banks in the villages 
to annihilate the Sowk4rs and doing similar other things for the safety and 
benefit of the ryots? The unfortunate wretches will soon find that if the 
present rules are strictly enforced, they will simply be cast from the frying pan 
into the fire, and their Sowkdrs will bless the framers of those rules, because by 
this means their business will prosper. The needy ryot, when he finds that 
the non-payment of the Government due will at once subject his land to 
forfeiture, will have no other alternative but to apply to the Sowkdr and to 
borrow money at any rate of interest. We would earnestly request the 
authorities to pause and consider before enforcing these rules, which, we are 
sure, will give rise to a wide-spread affliction and discontent among the already 
persecuted and wretched agricultural community.” (The Ahdndesh Vaibhav 
(41) of the 12th November expresses similar sentiments.) 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 14th November observes that hitherto the mode 
of collecting the instalments of the land revenue which 

nerves thatthe new order were not paid on or before the appointed time was to 
na tiegh on, wees, Gov. issue a notice to the defaulting cultivators to pay the 
land revenue is harsh, - .-: nStalment and to charge him the cost of the notice as 
: ) well as to inflict a fine on him; and if he did not pay 
the instalment even after getting the notice, it was recovered by selling his’ 
movable and immovable property. But it is now said that Government have 
decided that the cultivator should pay the land assessment in two instalments 
on particular dates, and if he fails to do so, he will be deprived of his land, 
which will thenceforth be the State property. ‘The former mode of mete B 


et objectionable, is better than the latter, which is apparently very hars 


‘he cultivator does not pay the instalment, not in order to defraud the State, 
but because 


he is unable to do so. His poverty is poverbial. . It is questionable 
Whether he will pay the instalment in time unless his pecuniary condition ‘is 
eee and it is desirable that measures should be adopted to that effect. 
“ut the new order for the collection of the revenue raises the probability of his 


tion being made worse than it is. Messrs. Wedderburn and Hyndman 


jive proved that the existing mode of assessing and collecting the land revenue 


ted to the condition of the cultivators, and they recommend that the 
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to meet the 


tno y followed under the former native governments should be adopted. 
_ While suggestions are received from every quarter to improve and oxtend the 


of the. country, and reconiméndation is made. that Government 


~ ghould adopt leniency towards the cultivators, the recent order of the Bombay 
Government goes counter to them. It behoves His Excellency Sir James 


Sais ia ee 
<i 


therefore to enquire into the matter and to rescind the order. 


| 2 vt The Dhdrwdd Vritta (32) of the 11th November says that it was hitherto 


jee the practice in the Bombay Presidency to serve a 
» Makes remarks on the new notice on a ryot if he failed to pay the land-assessment 
raling of the: overn- at the proper time, and in case of further failure his 
land was sold by auction. Bat Government have 
now ruled that as soon as the ryot fails to pay the tax 


= t the period assigned, he loses all claim to the soil! It is also rumoured 


at a similar ruling is contemplated in the case of indm lands. The Vritia is 


¢ 
jt 


of opinion that this severe ruling will go very hard with the ignorant ryots. 


their poverty is not removed by depriving them of their lands. They are 
unable to pay the land-tax only when the yield from the produce is insufficient 

emand of Government. It is, therefore, more advisable to save the 
yots at such a time by extending the period of payment. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (9) of the 15th November, commenting on a recent 
ge speech of Babu Lal Mohun Ghose delivered in Bombay, 

Ma ke8 res et says that if British rule is to be perpetuated in India— 
ines delivered in Bombay. 2nd the true interestsof India require that itshould be— 
= then its financial condition must be closely watched, 


and the natives must be allowed gradually a greater share in the administration 
of their country. 


The Nits Prakdsh (72) of the 18th November observes that the Rabdris 


| obagi ive their cattle to the fields of private individuals 

eer ves tae Rabaris that they may graze therein, and thereby inflict 
A oe ey ie aga great damage upon them. The cultivators are not 
always present in their fields, and the cattle graze 

there in their absence. Though notices were on one occasion served upon -the 
Rabdris in connection with this matter, nothing further appears to have been 


done. It is hoped that Mr. Adarji, the City Magistrate of Kaira, will enquire 


into the matter and will afford due relief to the unfortunate cultivators. 


_ The same observes that a toll has been levied from the 1st instant on the 
roads in the Kaira District constructed from the local 
“Requests Government to funds, and it is said that it is exacted from persons 


mblish rules for the collec- who cross any of the-above roads while going from 
fion of the toll-tax levied 


valid f the Kaira One Village to another. It behoves Government to 


ict constructed from the PUDlish the rules for the collection of the toll, so that 
local funds. | the people may know whether the demand made upon 


aia ac them is legal. (The Kaira Vartamdn (71) of the 17th 
November expresses similar sentiments.) 


. 


The Satya Mitra (46) of the 14th November observes that His Excellency 


the Governor, who i8 so very anxious to redress 
Requests His Excellency grievances, will be surprized to hear that a suit fora 
the Governor to enquire why : 


ein Sate han Weta 5 simple debt on account of some money transactions 


7 ° eo 


“xistence, and w 


a oe : © between two merchants, which was filed more than 
m Bomba: ’ 

Smie® ee Poet twelve years ago in the Bombay High Court, is still 
sca pending, and the Chief Justice does not enquire as to 
what hinders its being disposed of. Mr. Rastamji, who came from China to 
Bombay, filed twelve years ago a suit against Messrs. Jairaj Pirbh4i and Co. in 
the High Court for a debt amounting to nearly fifteen lacs of rupees. The 
suit made a great noise in mercantile olitles at the time it was filed. 
Mr. Nasarwanji Ardesar Kharsetji WAdi4 took over the case, but it still remains 
the list and has never come before the Court. It behoves His Excellency, 
“heretore, to ieee as to how long this case is to be allowed to drag on its 
~AISUE! ether there are any other similar cases. : 


1 


14 


he Rast Goftdr (51) of the 14th November congratulates Government and 


| the public on the appointment of Mr. - Ndnabhai 
Approves of So supnietment Haridés as an Acting Judge of the Bombay High 
of Mr. Nanabba. , ve Court. ~ He was three years ago a Judge of the same 
Sagar fins Court, but Sir Richard Temple, who was in the habit 
of giving great promises to the educated natives, 
wrested from them some high places, among which was the High Court Judge’s 
which Mr. Néndbhai had ably filled. His Excellency SirJames Fergusson has, 
y re-appointing Mr. Nanabhdi, corrected the mistake committed by Sir Richard, 
and has thereby removed the anziety felt by the native subjects in this matter. 
When the late Honourable Dwadrkaéndth Tagore was appointed to the Calcutta 
High Court Bench for the first time, the late Colonel Sykes, a sincere well-wisher 
of the Natives of India, congratulated them on the appointment, and observed 
that every appointment of a native to such a high post was as good as 
reducing @ regiment on account of the increased stability of the British rule in 
India. Government can easily conceive from thnis what dissatisfaction is 
created among the natives when such appointments are taken away from them. 
(The Gujardt Mitra (45), the Bombay Chronicle (44), and the Yajdén Parast 
(53) of the same date express somewhat similar sentiments. - The first two also 
wish that Mr. Nénabhai should be confirmed in the Judge’s place hereafter. 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 14th November, in alluding to the rumour 


that Mr. Jagjiwaudds Khushdldas, the Huzur Deputy 

Praises Mr. Jagjiwandés (Collector of Surat, intends to take his pension shortly, 

Khushéldas, the Pa ona pA observes that there are few or none in Surat who ie 

st cod qualitice a not like him. He is very kind, experienced, wise and 

_ far-sighted, and the people of that town as well as 

Government will be sorry to lose his services. Had he been present at Surat 

- about the time of the late riot, the town would not have had to bear the 

ignominy which has been undeservingly cast on it. The people should do him 

honor on his retirement by giving him public entertainments. (The Surya 
Prakdsh (46) of the 20th November expresses similar sentiments.) 


The Nydya Prakdsh (67) of the 15th November observes that since several 


instances of misconduct on the part of the police of 

— ~~ eggetage * the different presidencies have come before the public, 
it is desirable that some improvement should be at 

once made in this branch of the administration. A short time ago a police 


officer shot a man and beat three villagers so much as to make them faint. 
Two other instances have now come to light. A man accused of theft was 
tortured to death to extert confession and a police Jamdddr has killed a 


policeman. Such acts as these bring discredit on Government, which ought to 
- exercise strict supervision over the department. 


The Gujarét Mitra (45) of the 14th November, in alluding to the telegram 


) bringing news from Killa Abdulla up to the 4th 

Fh ie tnareh yma instant, in which it is stated that the occupation of 

asthe safety of the Britis, Kandahar will cost more than it will ever produce, 

is not guaranteed and Observes that there can be no benefit whatever from 

pa pores oes not produce retaining such an unproductive district. Though the 

penne,” PAY its own ex- . railway line may be carried to that city, the district 

will not produce as much as three krores of rupees, 

which the occupation of Kandahar will cost. That city ought not to be retained 

80 long as the people do not guarantee the safety of the British officers, and the 
Province does not produce enough to pay its own expenses. 


The Késide Mumbai (58) of the 17th November observes that the British 
SE ELS Government have evacuated Cabul, and peace exists 
cuation of Af oe eva- in the territory situated between Kandahar and the 
Indian frontier; but they still feel an anxiety on 

4ccount of the fanatical disposition of the Afghans. A new rumour has cropped 
up that the large Giljhdi tribe do not wish to be ruled by Abdul Rahman, and 
eon ask for Yékub Khan or Mus4 Jin for their ruler. Ayub has not been 
Gh ouraged by his defeat, and is plotting and collecting a new army, and the 
41s are a source of no small anxiety. Ifthe Amir should exercise pressure 


.  eomforts and conveniences are 


15 


on the Ghilj4is in order to bring them under his authority, his power might 
gustain a shock, and Afghanistan might become once more a battle-field; and 
if that should happen, Ayub would come forward to claim the Cabul throne. It 
is better therefore that the British Government should leave Afghanistan before 
gach complications arise, and let the Afghans settle their disputes among 
themselves than to be implicated in them. 


The Bombay Chronicle (44) of the 14th November observes that Yakub Khdn, 
_ the late Amir of Afghanistan, became unpopular with 
Is glad that Yakub Khan’s }i, subjects, because he leaned to the side of the 
British Government, and eould not on account of his 
. anpopalarity accomplish all that the Indian authorities 
wished him to do. For this shortcoming, the Government suspected him and 
compelled him to resign the Amirship. He has, moreover, been transported 
from his country and kept in eonfinement. It is gratifying therefore to see 
that his comforts and conveniences are scrupulously attended to by the British 
authorities, and that he is in a position to spend his days as happily as they 
can be-spent under the circumstances in which he is placed. 


duly attended to. 


Natire States. 


The Indu Prakash (4) of the 15th November, referring to Cutch affairs, 
says: ** News from Cutch reports further acts of ° 

oo — beeielies One of the vacancies in the Council of 
_ Regency—that of a member representing the Darbar 
interests—is about to be filled up by the appointment of one Jeevan Harichand, 
a Vahivatdér of Bhooj, in reeeipt of about Rs. 80a month. He has been, it 
is said, strongly reeommended by Major Reeves to the Bombay Government, 
and it is felt as almost certain that the Government, who have all along supported 
Major Reeves in his recommendations irrespective of any consideration how 
far they are wise, will not hesitate to acquiesce in this recommendation also. But 
is the Government aware of the antecedents of this man? Have they considered 
whether he will be able to do justice to his appoinment ? In the first place the 
appointment of a member of the Regency Council is too high to be conferred on 
a Vahivatdér on Rs. 80 a month. A Vahivatddér in Cutch is what a Mamlat- 
dir isin British territory. What should we say to a Mamlatdar ofa taluka 
being suddenly elevated to a seat in the Bombay Legislative Council? Seeondly, 
what chance is there of his fairly representing Darbar interests, his known 
tendencies being entirely opposed to them? Thirdly, the man is utterly in- 
competent, and fourthly, he is a Mod by caste—just the easte that is under the 
special protection of Major Reeves acquiring undeserved and undue preponder- 
ance in the administration of the State. Again, itis broadly rumoured that 
another Mod, whom the Government of Bombay has twice resolved never 
to employ in any eapacity in the Cuteh Agency Office, is about to be transferred 
to the most influential post of Dafturdiér to the Political Agent. We do not 
believe that the Government of Bumbay would be so weak as to put up with all 
the vagaries of their chief Political Officer in Cuteh. But it is a sad thing to 
see the confidence of the people of the province steadily shaken in the wisdom 
of Major Reeves, whose proceedings ever since the departure of the late Divan 
Mr. Manibhd4i Jasbh4i have been marked by eaprices of the worst type. We 
again ask what is the Sir James Fergusson’s (iovernment doing? Will His 


Excelleney not condescend to look into the affairs of Cutch and look too a little 
below the surface ? ” : 


The Prabhékar (8) of the 19th November, referring to the Udepur trial, 
Mak : says: “‘It would be hazardous to declare that the 
Salles auttcene Uae... + oliticals in charge of Native States have never done 
trial, ‘~P™ any good, but it can be safely asserted that they have 
eee done and are in the habit of domg much mischief. 

The fertile provinee of Oude, no doubt, made the mouths of all Anglo-Indian 
statesmen water, but it was the Politicals who by ceaseless efforts succeeded at 
in moving the British nation to commit an act of treachery towards a royal 


house which had always stood by it faithfully and loyally. This annexation was 
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{followed by the Mutiny, about which there is not the slightest doubt in the minds 
of the Hindus that it owed its orign mainly to the annexation of Oude. Now 
what is the duty of a Political? He is in the Native States to watch 
the actions of the Chiefs. His principal duty is to see whether the Native 
Prince enters into any conspiracy against the British Government. He has 
some other duties, but it is not often that he is called upon to perform them. 
Such being the case, he finds that he has absolutely no work to do. Compelled 
to live an idle life, he feels the necessity of something to drive away his 
ennui. This leads him to do something to make his life somewhat 
less monotonous. He has other motives for leading a more active life than 
his easy duties require him to do. Is he not a British ambassador? He 
feels therefore that he has a right to meddle with everything. He is obliged 
to give the seat of honour to the Prince, but he feels that he is still the master 
of the situation ; and then the poor man is naturally very anxious to show it to 
the subjects of the Prince. He chalks out his path. He at once sees that 
nothing but a hostile attitude will suit his purpose. He, therefore, lives in 
the vicinity of the palace not only as a spy, but also as one whose duty it is to 
pick holes, to create discord, and to make the life of the Prince as unhappy as 
ible. The latter sees his evil star in the Residency house steadily shedding 

its evil influence upon him, and the sight makes him shudder. He tries to 
please the Political, to soothe his feelings, and to court his favour; but it is 
ible to please one whose chief pleasure consists in not being pleased. Is 

the Political fond of the chase? The Prince falls in love with that manly 
ime. Is the Political fond of the good things of the world? Everything 
that the earth and the water yield in his kingdom is at the disposal of the 
Political. But the stern British ambassador is not to be moved from the 


straight path he has chalked out for himself—that of worrying the Prince to 
death.” 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the ~ November, referring to the Hing oa trial, 
says that there is no questioning the fact that the 
Sane to She inoper tial. rac Government oh. taken : rash step without 
deciding in the first place whether they had any jurisdiction in the matter at 
all. The fact is that the Member of Council, who manages the Judicial Depart- 
ment of the Government, has never had any legal or judicial training, and is 
remarkable for his anti-native views. But for the Honourable Mr. Ravenscroft, 
the mess made by Government in the Edwards’ case, in Mr. Néné4 Moroji’s case, 
and in the Cutch affairs would not have happened. 


The Rdst Gofidr (51) of the 14th November, in alluding to the rumour 
eee eae mentioned in the Times of India that Mr. Birdwood’s 
tion with the Udepur trial. decision in the Chhota Udepur case is hostile to the 
accused, observes that it hopes that Government will 

desist from taking harsh steps in this case. As the paramount ruler the British 
Government have a right to interfere with the small and guaranteed Native 
States, but that right ought not to be exercised except in cases of real necessity, 
and no haste ought to be made in exercising it without giving an opportunity to 
the erring State to correct its errors. Government should have interfered in the 
Chhoté Udepur case as a Judge ; but instead of doing this, they appear to have 
meddled with it as a prosecutor in consequence of the over-zeal of the Police 
officers. There was no need for Colonel LaTouche to show so much zeal, nor 
for Government to evince so much one-sidedness. Ifthe Government of India 


have really censured the Bombay authorities, it will have the effect of allaying 
public ficling. 


The Deshi Mitra (66) of the 18th November observes that it is reported by 
li ae ie the Times of India that Mr. Birdwood’s report to 
ze Government on the Chhoté Udepur case convicts the 
accused of the crime. The public voice had declared that there was no need of 
the Bombay Government interfering with a case which appertained to an 
independent Native State, but Government paid no heed to it and the enqui 
Ponce”. The Government of India are said to have censured the Bombay 
th vernment for interfering in the matter. It now remains to be seen which of 
© two Governments disposes of the case as it stands. 
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The Nydya Prakdsh (67) of the 15th November, referring to the same, 7 


Refers to the same. 
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that this step of the present administration is “like 
the waves of the ocean which would shake the strong 


foundations of the British empire.” 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 14th November states on the authori 


of a 


co and towns 


ndent that in almost all the villages 


Asks the Divan of Baroda of His Highness the Gdekwéar’s territory, the sepoys 


to prohibit the levy of black- 
mail on poor traders by cer- 


appropriate a portion of the fire-wood brought by the 
Dheds for sale ; that the Taldtis and other village 


officers make the village barbers wash their clothes 


and do other personal service gratuitously ; that these officers obtain gratuitous 
loans of cots, beds, wooden seats, &c., from the village grocers, and make the 
village potter supply them with earthen pots; and that the sepoys forcibly take 
small portions of vegetables from the vegetable-sellers. The Divdn ought to 


issue a strict order prohibiting the lc 


vy of this blackmail on poor people; and 


if he fails to do so, the Governor General’s Agent at Baroda will, it is hoped, 


compel him to do so. 


Municipalities. 


The Bombay Chrenicle (44) of the 14th November approves of the proposi- 


Asks the Municipality of 
Bombay to adopt the sugges- 
tion made by Mr. Jamsetji 
trustees of the Gokuldas 
Tejpal charities or the heir 
of the deceased to contribute 
something towards the main- 
tenance of the hospital that 
bears his name- 


tion brought before the Bombay Town Council by 
Mr. Jamsetji Pélanji Kdpadid, that the trustees of the 
Gokuldas Tejp4l charities or the heir of the deceased — 
should be asked to contribute something towards the 

maintenance of the hospital that bears his name, and 
censures the Corporation for not adopting the sugges- 
tion. The late donor of the hospital gave one lae and 
fifty thousand rupees for erecting the hospital building, 
which, however, cost three laes and sixty-seven 
thousand rupees, and Government paid the remaining 


cost. They also pay 9,000 rupees and the Municipal Corporation 30,000 every 


year for the maintenance of the institution. The contribution paid by the 
Corporation is a heavy burden on the rate-payers. The deceased donor paid 
a very small sum for the institution which bears his name, and his trustees or 
heir may be justly asked to give something towards its maintenance. It isa 
bad rule to let charitable persons pay a small sum for eleemosynary institutions 
which bear their names, and to take the merit of maintaining them. In Europe 
charitable persons pay either the entire or a very large portion of the cost of 
maintaining charitable institutions, and a similar rule ought to prevail in India. 
If the contribution paid by the Corporation to this institution is saved, it may 
be more beneficially employed in opening a school of industry and arts for the 
education of the rate-payers, or diverted to a reduction in the municipal taxation. 


The Corporation ought, therefore, to adopt the suggestion made by Mr. K4padié. 


(The Yajdén Parast (53) of the same date expresses similar sentiments.) 


The Yajdén Parast ( 


“ Asks the Inspectors of the 
ngineering Department of 
the Bombay Municipality to 
examine carefully old and 
dilapidated buildings, and to 
make their owners pull them 


53) of the 14th November observes that the Ins 


pectors 
of the Engineering Department of the Municipality 
of Bombay are invested with authority to give notices 
to the owners of old or weak building to pull them 
down, but they do not appear to discharge their du 

properly. Last month several large and small build- 
ings or their portions fell down. The owners of 
many houses do not make proper repairs to their 


property and let them remain dilapidated and weak. It behoves the Inspectors 


érefore to examine the buildings properly, and to take the necessary steps in 
regard to the weak and dilapidated ones. . 


Miscellaneous. 


In alluding to the work entitled“ Aynul Marif” by idiy& Séheb Sharaf Ali, 


, Makes remarks in connec- 
fon with the work entitled 
“Aynul Marif”’to which some 
M ans object. 


the Kdside Mumbaz (58) of the i\’t: November observes 
that the Kdsid had suggested that a meeting should 
be held either at the house of His Highness Agé Khan 
or some other respectable person to judge of thelearning 
of the author, who has however not come forward 
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4) prove thé truth of the assertions tade in the book. Though a writer ma 
be despised by wise men for his falsehoods, yet he is not likely to improve his 
éonduct unless he réceives some punishment for it. Sharaf Alli considers 
himself as wiser and more learned than all the learned men who have appeared 
song the Sunis, Wahdbis, Kharjis, Motejil4s, Shids, and other sects; in short, 
among all the Mahomedans of the world. He thinks them not only ignorant 
but deceitful, fraudulent, and untruthful. Such an accusation as this has been 
levelled against them in the “ Aynul Mérif” in regard to the quéstion about the 
moon. (Here follows an extract from the book in Arabic.) It is to be regretted 
that Sharaf Ali considers himself wiser than all the learned mien and saints 
who have appeared since thé foundation of the Mahomedan religion thirteen 
hundred years ago. | 
K The Satya Shodhak (36) of the 14th November reports 4 case of dacoity 
| ca = Usgaum in the Chiplun Tdluka of the Ratnégiri 
_ Reporte + oe District District on thé 6th instant, in which about fifteen 
" dacoits with torches in their hands entered the house 
of one Vaidya, and took away property worth about Rs. 2,000, including the 
personal ornaments of the women. 


The Belgaum Samichdr (31) of the 15th November says that it has been 
recently ascertained that some of the dacoits concerned in the late dacoity at 
Kisruli in the Panhdla Peta were natives of the Kolhd4pur District, and that 
about 25 weapons were found in their possession. The paper also reports 
another case of dacoity in the Kolhépur District on the 11th instant on the 
of about 60 dacoits. There is a kind of panic in the city as well as the district, 


but the test precautions have been already taken by the authorities to 
prevent further mischief on the part of the dacoits. 


D. R. TARKHADKAR, 


Acting Reporter on the Native Press. . 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Natwe Press, 
24th November 1880. 
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into power their grievances would be redressed. But although it is some 
time since the latter Ministry began to conduct the administration, the e 
tions of the Indians have not been realized. However, it cannot yet be said 
that no time is left for them to fulfil their promises. The people of England 
being tired of war, dissensions and bloodshed, condemned the policy of the 
Beaconsfield Ministry and gave their support to the Liberal party; but no 
sooner did Mr. Gladstone come into office than he involved England in greater 
- eomplications. He first entered into an understanding with Russia, and then 
took steps inimical to Turkey. Disturbances have broken out in Ireland, and 
some landlords have been murdered, while Mr. Parnell’s utterances convey a 
threat that that country will, if not now, at least in a short time, assert her 
fndependence. Great ak once existed between England and Tarkey, 
and the former has assisted the latter on several occasions; but Mr. Gladstone 
either justly or unjustly opposed the interests of Turkey previous to the late 
Russo-furkish war. The Beaconsfield Ministry tried peaceful means to induce 
Turkey to fulfil the conditions of the Berlin Treaty ; but no sooner did Mr. 
Gladstone come into office, than he entered into an understanding with Russia, 
and represented to the other European powers that unless a threat was 
conveyed to Turkey it would not surrender Dulcigno. The other European 
powers sent their men-of-war with the English war-vessels into the Turkish 
waters, but did not earnestly join in the movement, because they wished to 
preserve peace in Europe. and so Mr. Gladstone has been disappointed in his 
tations in that direction. Austria and Germany, having perceived that 
if England should go to war with Turkey the peace of Europe will be disturbed, 
have assured Turkey that if Dulcigno were made over to the Montenegrians, 
the war preparations made by England would count for nothing, and Greece 
would find itself left alone to press its demands as well as it can. By these 
peaceful means, Aystria and Germany have avoided for the present the dis- 
turbance of the peace of Europe. 


The Samsher Bahddur (68) of the 19th November laments that the Liberal 

Ministry has not as yet redressed the grievances of 

laments that the Liberal India, for the existence of which. Mr. Gladstone 

Ministry has not as yet condemned the Conservatives so severely a short time 
redresged the principal Indian 

grievances. ago. ‘These grievances are the license-tax, the non- 

admission of the natives to the high and responsible 

posts under the State, the Vernacular Press Act, &e. The remarks made by 

e Samsher in connection with them are similar to those recently put forth by 


some of the native papers, and noticed at length in some of the previous 


The Gujardti (64) of the 21st November, quoting from the Pioneer in which 
: it is observed that there are as yet no signs of the 
approach; decline and fall of the British empire, remarks that 
British — a people of Great Britain have become slothful, 
luxurious, and immoral, and that there are not now 
many brave men among them. Mr. Parnell recently stated in a public address 
that England does not herself produce brave soldiers but depends a great deal 
for them on Ireland. But the latter country has of late fallen out with the 
former. The warlike classes of India are allowed to rot in a corner, and no use 
48 made of their valour. Though the people of India are not dissatisfied with 
Government, they are discontented with its officials; and if this state of things 
continues, the 
toneer does not openly lament for the fate of this country, but indirectly 
“onveys to the rulers a warning that since they have grown careless and 
mismanage the State, they will not be able to check the decline of the empire. 
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y will grow dissatisfied with the former also. The writer in the > 
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The same, in a leader headed “The Present Generation (No. VIL)”, 


mentions some of the complaints which are usually 
a grins P omg uy, Put forth by the Native Press, and which have been 
Deity. many times noticed in the previous weekly summaries 
te at some length. In its usual declamatory style, the 
Gujarat: says that Government do not properly attend to the interests of India, but 
eare more fur those of England ; that they are partial to their own countrymen ; 
that really good persons do not come out to India since the introduction of the 
competitive examinations ; that the authorities in the mofussil rule wilfully and 
in ahigh-handed manner ; that the officers at the head of the Government do not 
know the real state of things; and that the term of office for five years, for 
which Viceroys and Governors are appointed, is too small te enable them to 
gain a knowledge of the country and to rule properly. 


The Rast Gofidr (52) of the 21st November observes that the people of 
as Ireland are better educated than those of India, and 
gee gos a Bi deserve to obtain those rights which the latter are not 
questions wee ae Ireland, Yet fitted to recvive. Ireland is, therefore, a proper 
political school for the Aryans of India to learn what 
rights should be demanded, how they are to be demanded, which of them 
d concedes and which she refuses to grant, and how much firmness and 
earnestness the people must show in order to obtain them. Though Ireland 
sends one hundred representatives to Parliament, that fact does not enable 
that country to obtain its rights. Baba Lal Mohan Ghose has attempted to 
explain to the natives of this country the difficulties experienced by the British 
Ministers in fulfilling the promises made by them before coming intw office. 
It is true that it is not an easy task to upset the policy adopted by the former 
Ministry ; but Mr. Dinshd Diwar, in a communication to the Bombay Gazette, 
says that the Liberal Ministry had, before coming to power, already formed its 
opinion about the Press Gagging Act and one or two other grievances of India, 
and had strongly denounced the conduct of the former Ministry on that secure. 
The delay male by the present Ministers in repealing those measures only 
detracts from the value of their public declarations. Babu Lal Mohan Ghose’s 
defence of the Ministry is not therefore a strong one. It will be well if the 
friends of India closely study the Irish questions of the day. 


The Jdme Jamsed (49) of the 26th. November, in noticing Mr. Caird’s 
separate report on the condition of India made at the 

Makes a few observations suggestion of Lord Salisbury, observes that the 
ip guano acaer sn ger recommendations to improve the productive capacity 
lee — of the land and to afford facilities for emigration in 
ee order to lessen the inconveniences arising from an ever 
increasing population are very important, and deserve careful consideration at the 
hands of the Government. The suggestion that remedial measures should be 
adopted to lessen the pressure exercised by the creditors over the ryots also deserves 
careful attention; but great caution should be exercised that no alteration is 
made in the law that would prevent the creditors from making advances to 
needy ryots. The Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act attempted to protect the 
agricultural elasses from their creditors, and though this is done with great care 
and eaution, it is said that the creditors do not freely accommodate the ryots, 
who suffer much inconvenience therefrom. It will be well, therefore, if the 
above suggestion of Mr. Caird is adopted, after ascertaining the effects of the 
introduction of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act. His observations about 
6 curious anomaly that a handful of Englishmen peaceably rule the great 
Indian empire, and that the officials do not freely mix with the natives and are not 
therefore acquainted with their thoughts and feelings, are correct, and the latter 
“ircumstance is to be greatly deplored. His recommendation that the land 
mse egn should be taken in kind is not unimportant, and should be given a 


in some parts of the country as a tentative measure. 


The same of the 27th November observes that Mr. Caird’s recommendation 


Mal that India should be ruled with the co-operation of a 
on Mr. AEs anos few representatives of the native populations and 
Present condition of India. according to the manners and customs of the country, 


is appropriate, and would, if adopted, be highly 


+) 


beneficial. The natives are strictly a conservative people, and if they are 
governed in accordance with their ancient usages, their condition will 
n improve. The free admission of the native element in the Government 
of the country will, among other advantages, lead to a reduction in the over- 
wn administrative expenditure. Mr. Caird says that a thirty years’ settle- 
ment is not considered by the cultivator as a sufficient guarantee to induce 
him to spend any capital on permanent improvements, and that if the lands are 
made freehold, they will soon be improved by their holders. This suggestion 
cannot be accepted, because thirty years isa sufficiently long period to induce the 
cultivator to invest his spare capital in improving his land. He does not 
improve it, because he is poor and ignorant. — If the thirty years’ settlement is 
really short, the period should be extended still farther, but the holding should 
never be made a freehold. Measures should also be adopted for improving 
the ryot’s condition, and for giving him an agricultural education; and 
when this is done, he will see the advantages of improving his land, and 
will do so at once. Mr. Caird points out the advantages of making lands 
freehold, by observing that in that case there will be no necessity for making 
periodical surveys of land which are found to be very costly. But that is no 
reason why lands should be made freehold. His suggestion that waste lands 
should be cultivated in order to produce in the country a sufficient quanti 
of corn to supply the growing wants of the population, and that they should be 
given away for that purpose for little or no consideration, is really good; but 
care should be taken that in doing so, the interests of the State are not affected 
by it. His recommendations that a light tax should be imposed on canal 
irrigation, that the number of the highly-paid Covenanted Civilians should be 
reduced, that except the highest posts of the Revenue and Judicial Departments 
all the places under the administration should be given to the natives, &., are 


very good, and should be adopted. 


The Bombay Samdchdér (48) of the 22nd November observes that Mr. 
_.. Hyndman has proved the faet that the finaneial con- 
BS coade that Mr. Caird’s dition of India is unsatisfactory, and that Mr. Caird, 
mmendation with regard . : : 
to the abolition of the Cove. Who has made his report on the famines of this 
manted Civil Service and country after visiting most parts of it and gaining 
the empléyment of native personal experience, has arrived at the same conclu- 
ed — deserves tO sion. The fact that this country is financially poor 

pec. : 
need not therefore be doubted any more, and it 

behoves the authorities, who have the destinies of India in their hands, to con- 
sider the recommendations made by Mr. Caird and the objections raised against 
them by others, as well as to give effect to such of the former as can be adopted 
with advantage. The London ':mes disapproves of some of the measures pointed 
out by Mr. Caird for the improvement of Indian finance. - But those who have 
experience of the country cannot be, and are not, of the same opinion. Mr. 
Caird has shown that the Indian administrative expenses are exorbitant, and 
tat the main cause of this state of things is fhe custly Covenanted Civil 
Serviee. He therefore recommends modifications in it and the employment of 
native agency as far as practicable. The Times thinks that it would be im- 
Proper and detrimental to the interests of the State to do so, and, after giving 
‘ome instances of the great achievements of some of the European members of 
e Covenanted Service in former as well as the present times, observes that it 
would be foolish to expect the natives to achieve similar successes. But it should 
remembered that the natives are not inferior t6 Europeans in mental 
calibre and have received an education similar to that received by Europeans ; 
it would not therefore be wrong to expect them to behave similarly on like 
“ecasions. It would be unfair to consider them inferior to Englishmen before 
giving them an opportunity of showing their capacity. Mr, Caird’s reeom- 
Mendation is moderate, and is moreover not a new one; it has been frequently 
le by many experienced persons for a- very long time, and it is to be 

Tegretted that an influential journal like the Times should try to run it down. 
The same of the 27th November highly approves of the recommenda- 
oe made by Mr. Caird, that the "9g en eg - 
Teco ndia should be recovered in kind, observing t 

sseorment se bart the assessments are heavy and the mode of recover- 
m kind. "ing them objectionable. These two circumstances 
have made the Indian ryot indigent, The land-tax is 


Approves of Mr. Caird’s 


6 
collected in cash by instalments, and, if a few days elapse after the period 


assigned, interest is charged on the amount of the instalment, and non-payment 
for a certain period is visited with the sale of the land in liquidation of the 
demand. Under such circumstances the ryot is compelled to seek aid from a 
sowkar, from whose clutches he seldom or never escapes. ‘The Samdchdr also con- 
demns the system of recovering the assessments for famine years, and observes 
that though the Deccan and the Madras famines of 1877 and 1878 were the 
most severe of all those which have visited this country during the last centary, 
the assessments for those f bar were subsequently recovered in the Bombay 
Presidency, and Sir Richard Temple obtained credit for doing so. The 
- Times thinks that the system of recovering the assessments in kind will misca 

in India, because it has done so in Turkey. But the Times must admit that 
the whole system of administration in the latter country is rotten, while such is 
not the case with that of the former; there is, therefore, no fear of Mr. Caird’s | 
recommendation proving a failure, if it be adopted with due precautions and 


safe-guards. 


The Hitechku (47) of Ahmedabad of the 25th November observes that when 


the ancient kings and emperors of India travelled 
at tak = = oe Mert ——— their respective states and empires, their 
not beneficial to the people. Subjects told them their grievances personally and 
obtained redress. The former were nota little anxious 
and ready to know and redress popular and private grievances. They often 
travelled incognito to hear what the people said about their officers, and punished | 
those who were tyrannical. The people suffered a few inconveniences from 
these tours of royalty, but at the same time derived a great many benefits 
from them. The Viceroys and the Governors of the present day go on tours, 
and the Native Princes and Chiefs give them splendid receptions, the burden of 
‘which falls on their poor subjects. The British subjects of such parts of the 
country as are visited by the Viceroys and Governors are required to white- 
wash and illuminate their houses, and some of them are compelled to do so, 
though they have not the necessary means. The municipalities also sometimes 
give them costly receptions, the burden of which falls upon the people. These 
proceedings serve to hide the real poverty of the people from the authorities, who 
go away with the false impression that the subjects are prosperous and happy, 
and therefore pay no attention to the popular grievances brought to their 
knowledge by means of memorials and petitions. ‘To make matters worse, 
the district officers get the municipalities to present to the Viceroys and 
Governors addresses of welcome, giving a bright picture of the beneficent 
character of the British rule and the prosperity of the people; but the welcomed 
_ guests seldom think of enyuring into the truth of these representations. The 
people have no access to them, and cannot, therefore, get an opportunity of 
communicating to them their grievances personally. Thus the knowledge of the 
country gained in these tours does not benefit the people. It is an advan 
to the Viceroys and the Governors alone in so far as it enables them to deliver 
hes when they return home and to show to their countrymen that they are 
e friends and advocates of the people of India. The people of this country 
are burdened with heavy taxes and suffer in various ways, but since due 
attention is not paid to their complaints in these official tours, the heavy cost 
undergone on their account is simply a waste. The present Viceroy as well as 
the Governor of Bombay have only recently taken charge of their respective 
offices, and have yet much to learn about the conduct of the officers employed 
under them and the grievances of the people ; but before obtaining a sufficient 
knowledge of these matters, they have commenced their tours, which will, so far 


as can be judged from past experience, not prove beneficial to the people. 
(The Gujarati of the 21st November expresses similar sentiments.) 


The Bombay Chronicle (44) of the 21st November observes that some of 
the sentiments expressed by Lord Ripon in his reply 

Bae OF ste observations to the address of welcome presented to him by the 
‘reply to the Address’ of wal. People of Amritsar deserve to be noticed. His 
come presented to him by the !xcellency observed on that occasion that so long 
_ people of Amritsar. as he held the office of Viceroy, it would be his 


constant aim to adhere impartially and fully to the 
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principles of British rule in India, which in theory is all that can be 
desired. Of course the people will be glad to hear this profession on the part 
of His Lordship; but those who know that though the Press Act has been 
: in opposition to those principles, His Excellency has not yet done 
anything to repeal it, will not receive the profession with enthusiasm. If His 
‘Excellency, therefore, wishes that his words should be aieaaage valued by the 
ple, he should repeal the unpopular and unnecessary Press Act. His 
Fcdship also observed that it would be his speciat duty to labour for the well 
peing of the people and to develope the resources of the country by extending 
public works. If His Excellency is really desirous of doing so, he should 
introduce such reforms in the financial and other branches of the administration 
as will remove their existing defects and lessen the State expenditure. Unless 
the administrative expenses are curtailed and the barden of taxation is lessened, 
it will be difficult for His Lordship to carry out his good intentions. Lord 
Ripon’s views about education, about the relations between the Native States 
and the British Government, and about the foreign policy of Government are 
highly satisfactory. His Lordship’s observation, that if the condition of the 
agriculturists is satisfactory, the prosperity of the country is sure and certain, 
is worthy of notice. It is gratifying that His Excellency is satisfied with the 
relation existing between the ryots of the Panjaub and the Government, but the 
condition of the ryots of most other parts of this country is bad, and it has been ~ 
“openly said that this has arisen from some shortcomings of the ryots themselves 
as well as of the Government. His Excellency should, therefore, not dela 
in improving it, since it is incumbent on Government to discharge its duties 


properly as a landlord. 


The Dina Bandhuw (8) of the 21st November says that nothing will conduce 


‘ae S = much to the stability of the British rule in India 
akes remarss op “ve asa contented subject-population and friendly Native 
ona of British rule ™ ‘States. It is therefore incumbent on the Government, 


above all other considerations, to study the welfare of 
the people. 


The Shivaji (17) of the 19th November is glad to hear that Major Baring 


has made no promise to the deputation of the 


Refers to the late depu- Manchester traders in connection with the total 
tation of the Manchester 


Edis thi eedied om Maier abolition of the import duty on cotton goods. Those 
Desiets people were so blinded by their egotism that they 

could not see the impropriety of making any such 
request at a time when the finances of India were in the greatest confusion. 


Sir John Strachey, unlike the new Finance Minister, gave such a promise 
to the same traders even before he started for India; nor did he scruple to act 
according to it. It is needless to state, however, how culpable it was on the 
part of a responsible officer like Sir John Strachey to do so. If inconsiderate 
Officers like him hold such posts of great responsibility for any length of time, 
they will create an inconceivable amount of confusion in the empire. Sir John 
1s evidently a man of great effrontery inasmuch as he did not scruple to blind 
the outside public by cooking false accounts. If any native officer had dared 
to behave in like manner, he would have been at once met with condign 


punishment; but as Sir John is an Englishman, uo step has been taken in that 
tion. : 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 21st November says that the religious 


neutrality of Government in educational matters is 

gataenin the edvanonment one of the foundation stones of the British Indian 
tional matters. mea empire; and that it is, therefore, not advisable for 
Government to listen to any proposals like those of 

Archdeacon Baly for the advancement of sectional interests. Where was the 
 ‘Recessity for ordering educational surveys of the Indo-European section of the 
population? This looks very much like a caste-move, and unless it is thoroughly 
explained and satisfactorily accounted for, the favouring of one section, in a 
mixed community like the Hindus, cannot be expected to strengthen the State; 
and all Christian preaching will be cast to the winds if unaccompanied by 
“orresponding examples. a 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 22nd November, referring to the Viceroy’s 
j | recent speech at Lahore, says that the advice given 
_ Refers to the Viceroy’s to the Native States by His Excellency is interesting 
— and of great importance. With 
great importance. ith regard to the subject 
of agriculture, it is doubtless the object of Government to improve its condition, 
bat the greatest difficulty in doing so, at least in the Bombay Presidency, is the 
want of a permanent settlement of land revenue. Not only has no attention 
been paid to this subject in spite of the loud protestations of the Vernacular 
Press, but also difficulties have been placed in the way of the ryots obtaining 
materials for manure from the adjoining forests. The Forest Department has - 
served to throw many additional difficulties in the way of agricultural improve- 
ments, and the resalt is that the ryot cannot now obtain from the public lands 
even the wood required for making ploughs and other implements of husbandry. 
The condition of the peasantry is daily becoming worse and worse, so much so 
that it is become difficult for them to get sufficient food to eat. How then can 
they be expected to effect any improvements in the cultivation of the soil ? 
As regards trade, the remission of a part of the import duty on cotton goods 
and the incessant efforts of the Manchester people to check the growth of the 
mill-industry of Bombay, are facts which cannot be easily forgotten. 


The same does not see any reason why Government servants who wish to 
take sick-leave should be obliged to produce certi- 
Is of opinion that theruling ficates from Presidency Surgeons alone to the effect 
requiring Government ser- that they are really ill. The practical result of the 
vants applying for sick-leave ale is simply this, that the character of the medical 
SP piadieacy euibees profession is not only lowered but also the Govern- 
should be done away with. - ment servant, who wishes to take sick-leave, has to 
fee two doctors, one his medical adviser and the other 
the certifying Presidency Surgeon. But what is worse is the fact that the 
Presidency Surgeons grant such certificates to men who have not been under 
their own treatment, so that for the most part they certify on the strength of 
either the patient’s or his medical adviser’s representations. It cannot be asserted 
that the Surgeons are strict in granting such certificates; for, instances have 
actually happened of their certifying to some men being fit for sick-leave when 
their medical advisers have declared them to be unfit for it. The rule is there- 
fore of no value at all. The circumstance which necessitated its existence, 
the paucity of qualified medical men, no longer exists, and the rule should 
therefore be done away with. 


The Vasat Samdchdr (23) of the 21st November 
Expresses dissatisfaction expresses its dissatisfaction at the temporary appoint- 


rs ee . ; i ment of Sir John Strachey to the Presidency of the 
of the Sadia gMvtaene yma Viceregal Council during the absence of Lord Ripon 


on tour. 


The Dhdrwdd Vritta (32) of the 18th November, referring to the report 


is Gi Icha Otiushey that Sir John Strachey contemplates abolishing the 


Press Commissionership, advises him to abolish the 
— Press Act in stead. 


The Bombay Chronicle (44) of the 21st November, prays Government not 

a to abolish the Press Commissionership. The grounds 
FRc ie advanced in support of this prayer are almost the same 
Commissioner. as those put furth by the Rast Goftdr (51) of the 14th 
idem, Ah noticed at some length in the last summary. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 24th November, in allading to the 
Government Resolution for the employment of Non- 

Pr ede the appointment (Commissioned Native Officers of the army in the Forest 
pe ven Commins Department, observes that while there are numerous 
educated natives, who are suffering distress for want 

? of employment, it is inexplicable why Government 
should think of introd ucing the new system of employing military officers in 
Po department after giving them a special edacation. It has been hitherto 
Practice to employ European military officers in the civil departments, 


9 
and several disadvantagés have followed from it. One of these is that from 4 
long employmerit on civil work they become incapacitated for active military 
service. Hence, it does not seem right that Native Non-Commissioned Officers 
should be employed in the Forest Department. Government. should - therefore 

for this work educated natives a large number of whom are without 
em ployment. 


The Rast Goftdr (52) of the 21st November, in alluding to the roniination 

of Mr. T. C. Hope as a Provisional Member of the 

Approves of the appoint- Bombay Executive Council, observes that the appoint- 
ment of —s «ty “hg ment is satisfactory on more than one account. Mr. 
Prov ey Executive Council. Hope is well-known in this Presidency. He is the 
sad author of the Gujaréti series of the vernacular school 
course, and the Surat District gratefully remembers him for his services when 
he was there. The Bombay Municipality and the Customs Department owe 
a great deal to him for several improvements effected by him. He therefore 
deserves to be congratulated on his appointment to one of the highest posts in the 
Presidency, to which he properly belongs. (The Bonibay Chrenicle (44) of the 
same date, in its English portion, also approves of the appointment for similar 
reasons. ) 


The Indu Prakésh (4) of the 2nd November, referring to the Honourable 
| ‘Mr. Hope’s appointment as a Provisional Member of 
Is of opinion that a Judicial the Council, says that there is personally nothing to ob- 
officer should have been ject to in the appointment, but that it is to be deplored 
a = ee ee that thé present Executive C il of His Ex ile 
Siecstive Council daring present Executive Council of His Excellency 
Mr. Ravenscroft’s absence. the Governor of Bombay should be remarkably weak 
-- iInitsjudicial element. At no time was such weakness 
more transparent and more baneful in its results than now. What is sadly 
wanted in the Council to inspire confidence in the public mind, is the appoint- 
ment of a Judicial Member. Clever as Mr. Hope is, his proclivities lie in the 
revenue direction. As a Revenue officer he will be of great use in the Council. 
He is a Barrister-at-Law, but it cannot be forgotten that he shines more as a 
Revenue officer, who is afraid of the law, and whose standard of justice is his 
own thoughts and inclinations. It would have been, therefore, better to have 
strengthened the Council by supplying the Judicial element so urgently needed. 
When that want is supplied, the Government will be less lable to commit 
mistakes than it has been for some time past. . 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (9) of the 25th November, referring to Mr. T. C. Hope’s 


: appointment as a Provisional Member of the Bombay 

Issorry that the judicial Seueative Council, says that there is nothing to object 
-escyell Rg Resa to it on personal grounds, but that there are other 
Council. , considerations for protesting against the appointment 
ait because Mr. Hope is a Revenue officer and has no 
jadicial training. Hitherto,asa general rule, the vacancies in the local Council 
were alternately given to the best available officer, revenue and judicial, until 
quite recently a departure has been made from the usual and traditional practice. 
When the Honourable Mr. Gibbs retired from the Council in April 1879, pro- 
perly speaking the vacancy ought to have been filled up by the appointment of 
one of the Civilian Judges in Her Majesty’s High Court of Judicature at Bombay. 
But the imperialism of those days introduced a new departure, which led 
to the appointment of the Honourable Mr. Ravenscroft, thereby sweeping away 
altogether the judicial element from the Bombay Council. What the consequence 
of such a state of things has been, can be easily observed by even the most 
Superficial student of contemporary history. All the mistakes that have been 
oe by the Government of Bis Excellency Sir James Fergusson during 
~1@ past few months can be easily accounted for, when the great fact is borne 
m mind that the local Government, constituted as it is at present, is altogether 
rg of all judicial element in it. A great portion of the work which devolves 
Sig the local Government is of a judicial character, and a Revenue officer can- 
be expected to dispose of it as satisfactorily as a Judicial officer would do. 

® work of a Revenue officer proves not seldom of such a demoralizing character 
t be soon unlearns the most elementary principles of justice and equity, 


every human being is supposed to be familiar with, and in the long run 
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comes to look upon his own sweet will as the only law to which homage should be 
paid by all who have the fortune or misfortune to be committed to the care of 
such a despotic autocrat. The principal rule of guidance with a Revenue officer 
4s his diseretion, while that with a Judicial officer is the written and unwritten 
law which allows little or no room for discretion. In these days when a 
constitational government is more respected than it used to be in ancient 
times when the patriarchal system prevailed, one infinitely prefers to live under 
the worst form of « reign of law to living under even the most beneficent form 
of the reign of discretion. It is, therefore, from such considerations as these 
that in all properly balanced eonstitutional governments the judicial element or 
the representative of the reign of law is invariably allowed a place. It was, 
however, hoped that the departare from the salutary and traditional practice 
made on the oceasion of the appointment of the Honourable Mr. Ravenscroft to 
the vacancy caused in the loeal Council by the retirement of the Honourable 
Mr. Gibbs would prove only exceptional and would not be looked upon as a 
precedent. People were confirmed in the belief that such would be the case 
when the Honourable Mr. Justice Kemball of the Bombay High Court was 
appointed in March last to fill the temporary vacancy in the local Council 
caused by the temporary elevation of the Honourable Mr. Ashburner to the 
Governorship of Bombay ; and it was supposed that the next vacaney would be 
filled up by the Honourable Mr. Justice Kemball, or some other similarly 
trained Judicial officer. But the announcement in the last number of the 
Bombay Government Gazette has dealt a heavy blow to all these hopes; and it 
is to be feared that the departure inaugurated last year is now to be confirmed 
and perpetuated. The intelligence is very distressing, and the future outlook 
for the people of this Presidency, whose destinies are committed to the care of 
the local Government, is as bad as it ean be. People have had more than enough 
of this so-called beneficent and tender reign of discretion, and it is high time 
that a memorial numerously signed were adopted, strongly protesting against 
this thorough-going exclusion of the judicial element from the loeal Couneil. 


The Suryodaya (21) of the 22nd November, referring to certain com- 
Ue munications by a correspondent to the Dnaydn 
_ Is of opinion that there Prakdsh (9) of Poona advocating the transference 


3 no §=6reason why the 


of magisterial powers from the Md4mlatddrs and their 
a etnge eg tg Head petal to the Subordinate Judges, defends 
latdirs and Head Kérkuns_ the present system on the following grounds:—1. As 
to the Subordinate Judges the Mamlatddrs are officers who have risen in the 
as has been “or by ® revenue branch of the public service from the lowest 
— —_ place of a clerk, they are more likely to know the 
real condition of the people than those men who are 
suddenly elevated to the posts of Subordinate Judges. 2. As the Mdmlatdérs 
and Head Ka4rkuns are residents of the same distriet in which they serve, they 
are fully acquainted with the social position and the means of each individual ; 
while the Subordinate Judges are puffed up with pride on account of their 
salaries and their supposed learning, and never move in society beyond 
accepting oceasionally the Chairmanship of some public meeting. 3. The 
poor have access to the former but not to the latter, who are generally acquainted 
with none beyond the circle of pleaders, the usual witnesses and the principal 
merchants. 4. As regards the qualifications of the Mémlatdd4rs, the result of 
the Magistrates’ examinations will bear witness. Can it be supposed that 
wey are ignorant of law, when they pass difficult examinations in the law of 
evidence and other similar laws? In the place of the High Court Reports, 
Indian Law Reports, &c., which are written in English, the Mimlatdars are 
furnished by Government with quarterly summaries of the principal cases as 
well as by the Vernacular Press with periodicals on law like the Nydéydshraya ; 
wae some of the Mdmlatddrs are well acquainted with English. +4. By a 
lution of Sir Richard Tem ple, the places of Treasurers and Second 
are conferred on University Graduates, who will in the course of time 
the BY all the posts of Mémlatddrs, Head Kdrkuns and Deputy Collectors in 
és dency. It cannot be supposed that these people, who have to pass 
Si, ate Standard Examination, are ignorant oflaw. 5. Sir John Malcolm, 
zeorge Campbell, and other high officials have expressed their opinion, that 
powers should not be conferred on anybody unless he has served 
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for some time in the Revenue Department, and thereby made himself acquainted 
with the habits and customs of the people. 6. If an illiterate person like the 
Police Patil is empowered to keep a man in custody for twenty-four hours, 
there is nothing wrong in the Head Kadrkun being vested with the powers 
of a Third-class Magistrate. For these reasons it is proper that the Revenue 
officers should have magisterial powers conferred upon them as is the prevailing 
practice. | 

A correspondent of the Native Opinion (5) of the 21st November suggests 
that the Government of India should appoint a select 
committee for a careful consideration of the report of 
the Special Judge, the opinions of gentlemen like Mr. 


W. Wedderburn and the High Court Judges, as well as 
of all that has been hitherto said in favor of or against the Deccan Agriculturists’ 


' Relief Act by the Anglo-Indian and the Native Press; and that it should be 


amended in aceordanee with their suggestions. It is also suggested that the 
question in connection with the assessments on land should be fully considered 


at that time, as was promised when the Decean Agriculturists’ Relief Act >was 


first framed. 


The Dina Bandhu (8) of the 21st November, referring to the new rules’ 
: with regard to the payment of the land-tax in the 
Disapproves of the recent Bombay Presidency, by which the ryvt loses all claim 


rules of the Bomhay Govern- + : - 
is sh iaped. the to his land as soon as he fails to pay the Government 


assessments at the periods assigned, says that if 
_ those rules should he suinuty carried 4a by the 
authorities concerned, the poor agriculturists will be inevitably doomed to 
wretchedness and penury. The Agriculturists’ Relief Act will then become a 
misnomer. The rigid enforcement of the new rules will compel the ryots to 
have recourse to the money-lenders, who will take advantage of his helpless 
condition, and thereby be enabled to reap a good harvest. If Government were 
bent upon squeezing the land revenue out of the poor ryot, whether he is able to 
pay itor not, the legal enactment for the relief of the agrieulturists was a 
needless task. To neutralize the beneficial effects of a legal enactment by the 
operation of some adverse rules is not only unjust but also highly unphilosophical. 
It is difficult to imagine what anomalous policy Government are deterfnined 
to adopt in the ease of the already poverty-stricken agriculturists. Strange 
phenomenon is this that after all the loud hue and cry of publie journalists in 
favor of the ryot, the heart of Government feels no mercy. Is there not one 


among the whole lot of Councillors who will stand up as a stanch advocate of 
the poor ? 


The Vengurla Vritta (34) of the 18th November, referring to the new rules 

| in connection with the management of primary sehools, 
Phar ” vn Al rules regrets that the Educational Department is to be made 
=~ subordinate to the Revenue Department, the officers 

of which are in the habit of conducting themselves in a wilful manner. It is 
doubtful whether any benefit will be derived from this ehange. The Bevenue 
officers are already overworked, and their harsh conduct, without conducing to 
any good, will only tend to create dissatisfaetion in the Edueational Department, 
and there will thus be nothing but confusion in a department in whieh there is at 
present harmony and good feeling. It appears that it is also in contemplation 


to frame a new code of educational rules in place of the old; but it is doubtful 
whether these changes will result in any 


The Indu Prakash (4) of the 22nd November, referring to the words of His 


Excellency Lord Bipon on the occasion of the late 


Disapproves of the recent ea ! 
order of the Bombay Educe- Lahore Darbar, that it is the bounden duty of the 


din 7 sa Government of India to preserve the’ strictest 
pro deena ac ssa — — neutrality in all that relates = religious matters in this 
children into Goverament country, eommends them to the attention of the 
oan | Director of Public Instruction, and inquires what 
; warrant he has for issuing the order he has latel 

ay to all the Educational Inspectors for the admission of Dheds and other 


W-castes into the High Schools and the Anglo-Vernacular Schools, which is 


% 
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calculated to unnecessarily wound the religious feelings of the other classes of 


the Hindu community, whose sons form the bulk of the scholars attending those 


jnstitutions. The authorities are perhaps scarcely aware of the mischief done 


by this order and the dissatisfaction which it has been creating throughout the 
whole Presidency by needless but intentional interference in matters of delicate 
social and religious usages. Ifthe want of schools for Dheds and other castes is 
felt, is there no other way in which it may be supplied? (The Ganga Lahari 
(38) of the 26th November makes somewhat similar remarks.) : 


The Samsher Béhddur (68) of the 19th November, in alluding to the 
| demand made upon it by the Inspector of Police for 
Observations on the eall the city of Ahmedabad to produce proofs that the 
made by the Police Inspector policemen of that city went about during the Divdli 
of Ahmedabad ea goers boltdave previous to the last, asking for douceurs from 
Bae i of certain state. Private individuals, observes that it is not right to 
cciide segaieal the policemen Call upon Editors to produce proofs in support of the 
of that city. etatements made in their newspapers. The Samsher 
| then gives extracts from the Hitechhu of Ahmedabad, 
extending from 1874 to 1878, in two of which it is stated that the policemen 
were seen going about to collect douceurs during the Divdli; and observes that 
it is strange that the Inspector did not notice them at the time, and should now 
call upon the Samsher for proofs in connection with the events which occurred 
in past years. If he wants proofs, he should examine the account-books of 
dealers and merchants, and should enquire of Government servants, pleaders, 
&c., from whom the douceurs are generally asked. 


The Kaira Vartamdn (70) of the 24th November disapproves of the system 


of levying tolls on the roads constructed from the 
Prays for a reduction in Local Fund, since it is not right to make the people 


— he — a on pay for what is their own. But if the toll recently 


District imposed on the roads of the Kaira District is collected 

in order to make repairs to them from time to time, 
it must be observed that the rates on earts and animals which do not carry 
any burden are heavy, and should be reduced. It is also improper to levy the 
toll at more than one toll-gate on a cart passing by them during one and the 


_— day, and on carts and animals which simply cross a road on which it is 
evied. | 


The Gujardi Mitra (45) of the 21st November states on the authority 

| of a correspondent that some poor students of the 

Compl: ( English School at Broach receive monthly scholar- 

pre ra bi by certai poor ships of four rupees each, which however are not 
of the Broach | ° . : 

English School are not re- Tegularly paid. Each of these students is also required 

gularly paid to them. to pay the monthly school-fee of rupees two ona 

fixed date, and their respective masters collect it 

accordingly, Butas they do not get their stipends regularly, they are required 

to obtain loans to pay the school-fee. It will be well, therefore, if the Educa- 

tional Inspector should order the Head Master of the school to deduct the fee 

from the stipend, and make arrangements for the regular payment of the latter. 


_ Complains that the scholar- 


Native States. — 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 27th November observes that since it is said 

Co that Mr. Birdwood has already sent in to Govern- 
trig om the Udepur ment his report on the Chhoté Udepur case, it cannot 
ag understand why so much delay occurs in publishing 
it. The public and the family to which the accused belongs, are naturally 
very anxious to know the result of the enquiry ; and for their sake as well as 
for the honor of Government the result should be at once made public. An 
Anglo-Indian paper has stated that the opinion given by Mr. Birdwood is 
hostile to the accused. If this be true, it is contrary to the expectation of the 
public, who thought from the evidence presented at the enquiry that the result 
would be favorable to the Prince. It is feared that the statement of the Anglo- 
Indian paper is true, because had Mr. Birdwood’s opinion been in favor of the 


accused, it would have been at once published; and it seems probable that 


‘ > ; ee : ; 
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_ pecause it is hostile to him, Government have thought it proper not to publish 

jt until they have arrived at some resolution as to the steps to be taken in this 
ease. It is so far truethat the Bombay Government have committed a mistake 
py interfering with the authority of a Native State and ordering the enquiry. 


Government of India appear to be of a similar opinion, for it is stated that 


considering the complications which will hereafter arise from this case and the 
pad effect they will produce on the public mind, the Supreme. Government 
have expressed their disapproval of the step already taken by the Bombay 
Government. [f it be so, it is well. The Indian Government have had ample 
experience of such matters in the ease of Malhdrrav, the ex-Gdikawdd of Baroda, 
and, therefore, properly understand the grave responsibility of the step taken 
by the Bombay Government. Some persons believe that if Mr. Birdwood has 
expressed his opinion against the accused, it will chime well with the measures 
alréady adopted by the Bombay Government; but it must be remembered 
that if the Supreme Government have expressed their disapproval of the step, 
they must have done so on the consideration that any further meddling with 
the ease will only lead to evil. If Mr. Birdwood has actually given his opinion 
inst the Prince, the Bombay Government will have to order a judicial 
enquiry into the case, and if its result be unfavorable to the aceused, he will 
have to be punished. But experience shows that the punishment whieh will be 
awarded to him will produce a bad effect on the minds of the native subjects 


and the Native Prinees and Chiefs. It is, therefore, sincerely hoped that this 
case will end at its present stage. 


The Aruncdaya (20) of the 21st November, commenting on the Udepur 
= on the Udepur on the ease is unfavorable to the Prince. Mr. 
| Birdwood is an able Judge, but it seems strange that 

he should have been. eonvinced of the guilt of the uccused from the evidence 
put before him. Very probably the rumour is false, but if it should turn out to 
be true, it must be said that Mr. Birdwood has entirely ignored the manners 
and eustoms of the Hindu nation, as well as their long cherished traditions. It 
is said that the Government of India have eensured the Bombay Government 
for having taken up the case. If such should be the ease, the question naturally 
arises whether the Bombay Government ean enter upon such an inquiry without 
the previous sanction of the Supreme Government. If loeal Governments can 
deprive an independent Native Prince of the right guaranteed to him by treaties 
between him and the paramount power, what is the use of having a Supreme 
Government at all? The present mistake on the part of the loeal Government 
probably arose from the facts that there is no Judicial Member in the Council, 
that the Government is entirely in the hands of the Revenue officers, who are 
solely guided by the principle that might is the only right, and that His 
Kxcelleney the new Governor has placed himself entirely in the hands of his 
Councillors. There is consequently every fear of the Bombay Government 
ordering a fresh trial after the fashion of that of the ex-Gdekwar. Whatever 
Mr. Birdwood’s opinion may be, is it to be understood that the authorities are 
ignorant of the traditions of the Rajput Princes of Udepur? On a reference to 
the past history of India during the Mogul rule, it will be seen that the royal 
Kshatriya families of Rajputana have always been extremely careful to preserve 


the purity of their race. It is, therefore, altogether unjustifiable for the Govern- | 


ment to pounce upon the Prince even if it. be supposed that he did actually 
punish his erring wife. It is true that Europeans consider a divoree as enough 
in such cases, but that fact cannot be eonsidered as militating against the 
prevailing notions of the East. The father of the aceused is an independent 


sovereign, whose aneestors won and retained the territory of Udepur by the. 


power of the sword, and the aceused Prinee cannot but be keenly alive to his 
Sense of dignity and honor. There is not the slightest doubt that if he had a 
sword in his hand at the time, he would have unhesitatingly used it on his 
*Iring wife, and in that ease, even aceording to British law, a jury would have 
acquitted him on the strength of the provocation. Where then was the 
necessity of taking up the case with such over-zeal as the Bombay Government 
has shown ? The eagerness on the r of the Government is the more to be 


Wondered at when it is remembered that the witnesses for the prosecution 


trial, is astonished to hear that Mr. Birdwood’s report . 
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4 were actually close prisoners in the hands of the police for at least a couple of 


months before the trial. There is yet time to mend the mistake, and it is to 
be hoped that the authorities will yet retrace their steps. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (13) of the 24th November, commenting on the 

— Udepur trial, is convinced from what the deceased 

a ipmments.on the Weeps* said to her maids when she was found at Pandia’s 

2 house, that it isa case of suicide. There does not seem 
any reason to suppose that the Prince killed her. If he had entertained an 


gach thought, he would not have hesitated to kill her at the moment when ed 


told him that she had left the palace on Sddat’s account. He is evidently a man 
of calm judgment, since he simply told her that’ he would not see her : 
A man of such a peaceful disposition is not likely to become a murderer. It was 


unbecoming to the ount power to treat the Prince like an ordinary culprit. 
There was @ more dignified way of conducting the inquiry. 


‘The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 21st November, referring to Cutch affairs, 


a a dite of TT: Lord Ripon the other day pointed out in 


uage as sincere as it was just that the prosperity 
of a Native State does not depend on the grandeur of 


its court but on the happiness of its subjects ; and applying this principle to the 


recent doings of our Government at Cutch, we should like to know whether 
the political despotism with which Major Reeves is allowed freely to rule over 
that State is in any way calculated to make the subjects happy. While we are 
fally prepared to hold that a Native Prince should aim at ruling his subjects well 
instead of looking to the magnificence of his court, we must protest against 
that new spirit which puts the Political officer in the place of the Prince and 
his caprices mingled perhaps with the selfish interests of the paramount power 
in the place of the interests of the subjects of the State. It is this march of 

nal power that has to be dreaded. The days are gone when a Native 
Fines could safely think of himself without caring a straw for his subjects. 
The paramount power watches him on the one hand; and on the other his 
subjects themselves have been learning to be wiser owing to the means of 
intercommunication between their States and the British Government, of which 


~ avail themselves largely. There is, therefore, no longer any necessity for 
a Vi 


ceroy or a Governor to warn the Princes against ruling ill. It is the prince 
in another form that has to be looked after : and he, in the case of Cutch, is Major 
Reeves, who is making a mess of everything just at present in the administra- 
tion of that State. The time must soon come, when, as the Bombay Review 
puts it, either the Government of India will have to elbow the Local Govern- 
ment and its nominee out and itself take charge of the Political Regency at 
Cutch or the Secretary of State, or finally the Parliament, will have to call the 


local Government to account for playing so freely with a State, towards 
which it has been placed in the position of a trustee.” 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Sdgar (30) of the 22nd November suggests 
Va : that a dharmashdla should be built at Kolhapur for 
to the Municipality of Kelb&. the use of travellers and sojourners, that the water- 
par. eben supply in the city should be placed ona better footing, 


and that the stagnant and dirty pool of water near the 
Shukravér Peit should be cleaned. 


The Dunidddd (72) of the 16th November complains that the lime-kilns 


Rey _. .. near the Ahmedabddi gate of the town of Naridd pro- 

ot Nouns), te Municipality quce a great deal of smoke. It is hoped, therefore, 
ariad to remove the lime- a ; : 

kins to some distance from tat the Municipality will remove the kilns to some 

the town. distance from the town. 


Miscellaneous. 


Resorts thet loc; . The Jagan Mitra (35) of the 22nd November 
been damaging psxguo _ reports that locusts have been doing considerable 
the Sangameshvar Taluka. damage to the crops in the Sangameshvar Taluka of 
the Ratndgiri District. 
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In connection with the late dacoity at Kisrul, the Dnydn Sdgar (30) of the 
22nd N shpoaghet agp that the able Police officers of 


Makes statements in con- , oe’ 
nection with the late daecoity Kolhapur have © many arrests in the town, and 


eS Kierel. | many arms kept without a license have been found in 


the possession of sevéral persons. It would seem that 
these people, who appear to form a large body of men, had some political object 
ultimately in view. A bairdgt under the assumed name of Ghodebév4 or 
Chim4stheb Mah4r4j has also been captured. It is said that it was the intention 


of the supposed conspirators to attack all the European and native officers of 
the Kolh4pur State on some future occasion. 


.A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 22nd November, writing 
| : from Kolhapur, says that upwards of forty men were 
captured up to the 16th instant in connection with 
the late dacoity at Kisrul in the Panhila Tdéluka. It is supposed that it was 
the intention of the dacoits to carry on their nefarious trade on a large scale 
somewhat after the fashion of Vdsudev Balvant. Several arms have been 
found in their possession as well as some important correspondence. The 
police are busily engaged.in making fresh arrests in the city every day. It is 
difficult to understand what made the dacoits discontented with the Darbér. 


Refers to same. 


D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Natwe Press, 
lst December 1880. 
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“For the Week ending 4th Disiedibar 1880. 
LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 

| Number 

No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. of copies 
j issued, 

EncuisH. ° 
#1 | The Indian Spectator ................-.+-. Bombay .........+. .| Weekly 300 
ere rir FOODS... 5.055 aobeneali: AA 300 
| 
lischo-Mana‘rax 
ee ee eee eee oe) Peers Daily a 300 
4 a BIE IONE «5 ccc cccecccdéesensssees BOE > igcwcusnincs Weekly  ...| 1,200 
ns ee rer me es Do. one 400 
©) eR FRMITEK 55.00.08 e cen ccccsanee BMA, : -<assccscscies Do. ...| 1,600 
© 42s DRI fos cscisccceccccccccceneess EMM * essiiseceacs Do. A ee 1s 
8 » Dine Bandhu: .;.<.<ccccccccesccep Ts oa ae Do. is 300 
ae Be IN fe cirue csccdapessances WOO sis ccivccrsisas Bi-weekly ... 700 
A sg AU I os oo si 55 cc deceessee DO. 666 ssscsesreced Weekly ...; 1,000 
eee errr ssabnt DOs a56555656 cc008 Do. a-| 1,990 
712 | ; Mahfréshtva Mitra .«..-...........00 PNR idccenskiceeiz Do. 250 
13 | -,; Bodhia Sudhfkar. ...:........<.......: DOs -- sécitecesiis: Do. 275 
MARATHI. 

See | me Cabra: Mile ...........ncpocass-.....- Bombay ......... ...| Tri-weekl 200 
oe gO eee RE Fortnightly 300 
oe  Yeves Pavan Vietér ...........6)  DO.:  ..:..0000... Monthly 500 
OE iy ic incescsnndscencessneaeses RR cis xccsn cnet Weekly 200 
ae 1. Soonx MN ne  easwenibecas Bs. sisi cou Do. 200 
Oe Ace I EB Rovis cei ccnites ciniciccesee oe ee Monthly 700 
20 te ooo oui os onese cides BI ccansessiicins Weekly 410 
21 » Suryoda Dr Gers ddbocestasbensccheuseesecs wee < os on cacy Do. By 
ee SS TEER ee tk siccsssai Do. 340 
23 | ,  Vasai Samdchér ....... ewishiccecssn dl Bassein _......... Do. ‘ 100 
hg ee LI :::.:............... ean Do. ae 
23  . 9! RENE EER EE Monthly... 600 
ee eee Shol4pur ......... Weekly... 130 
Be km BENE UEUIDR  asc.cceaccoocecseoss, Pandharpur ...... Do. 150 
ee 2 Kalfdgi .....:..000 Do. 125 
ST, as ES ES Do. 85 
30 | ,, Dnydn te Sevinenevewencseneuys Cas Kolhépur ......... Do. 129 
31 | , Belgaum © aeemnnanreeyarmes Belgaum............ Do. 300 
32 | ,, DharwAd Vritta .......... sostis danas MMMM oSeectad Do. 350 
RS "Ee ee apegage rn er wee 
ee ee eel Vengurla ......... Do. | 210 
ae «6S RatnSgiri ......... alae Cea 
1» ae Ceeiiak ... ................0.-. ee bo. CL ae 
Met 5 WO WME o.oo oo ecocsccacee eae Do. 100 
ei. >) “3S Be Silicosis Do. 248 
: aa... ee oe nee Ahmednagar ...... Do, |}: 18S 


The names of N ewspapers are printed in italics, and the nurober of the Newspaper in 
beginning of the report is printed in brackets after the name. 


The proprietors of the Ne 


wspapers marked ® have not given informaticy as to the number of copies 


issued. In these cases, an estimate has been made by the Reporter. 


| | Number 
No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. ‘om 
18ST 
i | na SOU eee) 
MARA’'THI—continued. 
| 
40 |The Nagar Sam&chér .............2..0- Ahm sess] Weekly ...1 200 
41 sn MARINO, VRIIRE, ccc ego qgencesc] APUIIB |. ccngscqnaaee] . ‘oa 125° 
42 » AYyavars ie....3.. aeiocess hessien BAO. (gf ccdjocog Do, ee 
3 » dalgaum Samachfr ............ sa6cs 3) WERE scsccevevens Do. a 99 
AnGto-GUSARA'TI. 

*44 |The Bombay Chronicle....... ode dieseeerss REIT .i5.s0sc0025 Weekly . 200 
45 9 «GrajarAt Mitra  ..........cccccsccseees EIMIOS ..cccesi ces cee Do. - 400 
46 sp PRMEGR SUMED © 6 SESS edesh ened, ERR) .2405455.-.... Do, ; 137 
47 gE is ais leivdisiceasinivcescici Ahmedabad ...... Do, bas 450 

GUJARA'TI. 
48 | The Bombay Samachér................ eseon] DOMDRY 2..000500:. Daily a 700 
49 » vame Jamsed ............. pidieieaens i hee Do. is 525 
50°; ,  Akhb4re Sowda4gar .................. a | hadgunceiing Do. wad 615 
51 gp AME IRIE «cnc vcciccccccccccates DO. snyeeeieerss Tri-weekly -.. 900 
52 sp ME I Visebidedcavcpioniestsioncs BP. besensenyes Weekly ....|_—_:1,650 
53 3» P&rei Punch .:.:.:.... feakccapsebasess Ok seedless Do. sei 225 
54 » Yajdén Parast ......... pinecone penne’ Dow <scseveccca tT DK " 500 
5D gp MI TINY: Sighs ccececcccedens ccs BS. sciences Do. 700 
56 gp PE FREI cy seneece cccesees évetpeeen A BOs: hg ne Do. — = 
57 Py D&tardun SOc cre COCcccccccccececcecesoee mA aa PYTTTTT Do. coef 1 ,000 
58 | ,, Dnyén Vardhak ....... Whathe ass Te vss ...---| Monthly 400 
et WE ike) PR srt ctek Do, 475 
60 » A’rya Dharma Prakash ............ BP = seucisenecns Do. | -406 
ee a ren epeere EM, ngntpameenas Do. on 300 
62 si ME MI sis ooo il ds can vase cs BPG  Netkesstou Do. 490 
63 PR SLE OT AOS Tie Do. 340 

ne ere Webndiacuoecns BM ei Weekly ...; 100 
65 » Deshi Mitra ..... PE FSR oe IE ein osnuncniaats Do. ‘ 900 
66 »» Ny&ya Prakdsh........... place diac Ek: sebueinencctone Do. 600 
mr f° 4, CE Cc sess oes PRS ee Te Monthly .. 200 

~ 68. | 5, Samsher B&h4dur ........ Re Ree Ahmedabad ...... Weekly ...| 200 
69 » Ahmedabad Samachar ............... oe. eee Do. on 60 
70 re Ee oe BAS viicikccsicua oe ‘na 153 
71 oi SE a acccinscecvewecesndios Ts. seis ee ov 115 
Be oe I ooo sos cincseniccesenoncecas De ican ae 150 

—T3 » Broach Vartaman ....... | sevibevances Do. 50 

#74 | ,, Broach Saméchar..............2.0000- DO. sgeicecgctes mee 700 

CANARESE. 

| 
FO.) Re CD on. a5 5s cceccecccepesesvecs] DAT WEE ~.c05ese0e Do. . 200 

| Urnv. | 
6 | ‘Phe Kushful Akhbér- .............00.<0-. Bombay ...... ssexest DO. 175 

Uspu ano Hinp1. 

77 | The Andalibi Hind ............... ic ir wah ok 
78 | The Mofurrohul Kalub ...... ...... wae |Kurrachee.......| Do. =| 3 
Notes.—The various notices have been collected under different heads, which are printed naa tne 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakash (4) of the 29th November says that while a cry is raised 
in England by men of the stamp of Mr. Grant Allen 
Thinks that injustice is that India has come to be a burden on that country, 


done ris tieiar ate ee while statesmen like Lord Northbrook declare in 


 F. Uncovenanted Service to language which they emphasize as being solemn and 
an ey sincere that the British Government rules India for 


the benefit of the natives, and while a third set of 

critics hold that England rules it for the good of both and that except a few 
of the higher posts of administration which the safety of the empire requires to 
be kept in the hands of Englishmen alone the rest of the Government offices 
should be freely thrown open to the natives, as a matter of fact it is found that 
not only are the highest posts not reserved for the natives, but even the most 
trifling appointments are being given to Englishmen, and in all offices the cry 
is that the natives are ousted. Admitting that such offices as those of Viceroy, 
Governors, Political Secretaries, &c., should be held by Englishmen, there ‘cer- 
tainly exists no reason why the Customs Department, the Forest Department, 
the Police. Department, and similar other departments should not be freely 
thrown open to the natives; and yet the higher posts in all of them have become 
special preserves for commonplace Englishmen, who cannot manage to get 
through the Covenanted Civil Service Examination ; while an incessant ery is 
raised that the national debt of India is on the increase, and that every justice 
should be done to the natives. To show how far a practical effect has been 
iven to the ruling of the Secretary of State fur India, that the Uncovenanted 
Pipestisents of the service should be reserved exclusively for the natives, the 
case of the Police Department may be mentioned, in their last Resolution on 
which the Government of Bombay have had the good grace to acknowledge the 
fact that in those cases in which the natives have been appointed to the higher 
in that Department they have acquitted themselves very satisfactorily ; 

and yet it is stated in the same Resolution that the time is not come when the 
natives can be appointed to the higher posts*in the Department to a greater 
extent than is now the case! Take again the Forest Department. ‘There is 
certainly no written rule that the natives should not be given the new high 
created in this Department, and yet there is a distinct understanding 

that they should not be given to any but Englishmen, and, as a matter of fact, 
they are so held at present. Each district has now about three or four young 
Englishmen earning from 300 to 600 rupees per month as Assistant and Deputy 
Conseryators of Forests, and this in the face of the solemn pledge that the 
uncovenanted posts should be reserved for the natives! ‘The same is the case 
with the Cotton Department, the Customs Department, and all those minor 
Departments which are becoming perching places for Englishmen of mediocre 
abilities. Perhaps the best illustration of the way in which the claims of the 
natives are scandalously ignored is afforded by the new scheme about the 
appointment of natives to certain higher posts in the Accountant General’s offices 
in all the Presidengies. ‘Till now the rule was that the Government of India 
should select educated young men for these offices, and accordingly a few 
selections were made two years ago, only one young man having hitherto been 
nominated from Bombay. But under the new scheme the appointments are to 


be made according to the result of certain competitiye examinations. The 


beauty of these new arrangements is that the competition will not be among 
Englishmen and natives equally, but separately for the two classes. ‘lo put the 
scheme in an intelligible light so that the Indu’s readers may at once see the 


Jobbery “*(1) the European candidates will be examined separately from the native | 


candidates, and (2) the competitive examination for the Europeans shall take 
Place annually, whereas that for the natives shall take place oncg in two 
- years.” The Indu sees no reason for this very broad distinction, except that, 

emg conscious of the fact that only commonplace Europeans have to resort to 
such appointments, and that, asa rule, they are inferior to well-educated natives 
in their knowledge of mathematics, proficiency in which is essential to gain a 
Superior rank in the examinations, the Government have deemed it safer to 


fonfine competition amongst such Kuropeans and to reserve some places for them, 


ey eee 
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The new rule admits of no other construction than this; and that it is clearly 
meant to ignore the claims of the natives is made evident from the seeond rule 
of the selfish scheme that while the examination for the Europeans will be held 
once @ year, that for the natives will be held once in two years! Now the posts 
in the Accountant General’s offices are certainly not those which, as a matter of 
policy, ought to be reserved for Europeans. If in matters like these the natives 
are treated unjustly, what is the value of those oft repeated despatches which 
insist n justice being done to the natives? Itis now ten years since the 
Duke of Argyll’s famous despateh of 1870 laid down the rule that Uncovenanted 
appointments are meant for natives. It is more than a year since Lord 
Cranbrook, as Secretary of State for India, referred to it in explicit terms; and 
in spite of this the natives are nota whit better. They live on hopes—ho 
which do not wander farther than despatches and speeches. What, in the first 

lace, is the necessity of holding special examinations for these posts? A 
bnowlsdge of mathematics being particularly necessary to qualify a man for 
them, cannot the Government distribute them among such of the University 
graduates as obtain high honours in mathematics ? 


The Shivdji (17) of the 26th November says that the British Government, 


were at first very anxious to give the natives of this 
Does not — omer country an English education, but when they saw 
me ae tage expect the that the latter were onl y too eager to avail themselves 
of the opportanity, they became anxious to retrace 

their steps. The rulers thereupon accused the natives of being slavish 


imitators and of having no independent opinions of their own; the 
latter, however, were not backward in disproving that accusation by means 
of the publication of hundreds of books and newspapers in the’ vernaculars. 
Thereupon the rulers became afraid of this manifestation of an independent 
spirit, and suppressed all honest criticism of their acts by passing the Vernacular 
Press Act. The natives were also declared to be unfit to serve in the higher 
ranks of the public service; whereupon some of them went to England and 
successfully competed with Englishmen at the Civil Service Examination. 
When the rulers saw this, they became afraid and reduced the condition of age 
to nineteen years, in order to effectually debar the natives from appearing at 
those examinations. It was then publicly suggested to the natives that they 
should not depend much on Government service, but engage in mercantile 
pursuits; but when they set themselves in earnest to produce their own cloth 
in different parts of the country, the Secretary of State for India came in to 
the relief of the Manchester traders, and abolished the import duty on English 
cotton goods. In fact it is not the intention of the rulers to allow the natives 
to prevent the importation of English goods by the growth of home manufactures. 
If the natives set themselves to point out to the rulers the defects in their 
Fey of administration, the latter tell them that it 1s no business of theirs to 

oso, and that they should first devote their attention to the amelioration of 
their social condition ; but those who follow this wholesome advice, find them- 
selves in the position of jackdaws, being deserted by their own countrymen 
and laughed at by the rulers for their imitativeness and want of self-respect and 
patriotism. If the natives show their competency for responsible posts in the 
army and the police, they are told that those places are not for them. The 
natives dare not even ask to be allowed to serve as Volunteers. The only thing 
expected from them is that they should anyhow keep the public treasury well 
filled. In spite of the degraded condition of the natives, however, it is gratifyin 

at it is simply owing to them that all the departments of State are carri 
on smoothly. If the natives were to withdraw themselves from Government 
service altogether, the Government would be unable to move forward one inch. 
So also if the natives were not to express their views in the newspapers, thousands 
of the ignorant peasantry would not hesitate to break out into riots. It is, 
therefore, reasonable to expect Government to be grateful to the natives for their 
supplying it with useful information in spite of the dishonor and neglect to 
which they are subject. : 


D 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 29th November, in alluding to Lord 
Ripon’s recent visit to Bombay, observes that the 
Hopes that the grievances people uf India had formed great expectat'o1s from 


of India will be soon redressed, +¢he new Liberal Ministry and the Viceroy, but that 
and new concessions made to 


é they have been hitherto disappointed in them and 
co” wit be fully juaifed in believing that Enslich 
statesmen simply give promises, which they do not 
intend to fulfil, because many grounds have been furnished to them by 
the ruling race for entertaining this opinion. Many large Darbdrs have been 
held in India ; many Imperial processions have been paraded through the streets ; 
many high-sounding speeches have been made; set many big promises have 
been given ; but nothing has been practically done hitherto in the way of making 
any concessions to the natives of India. It can never be believed that the 
Liberals, among whom are such honorable men as Messrs. Bright, Fawcett, 
and others, will say one thing and do another; but it is nevertheless true that 
the good work should not be deferred indefinitely. The Afghan war has closed, 
and it is hoped that the Premier and the Viceroy will not delay any more in 
redressing the grievances of, and making new concessions to India. 


The Gujardi: (64) of the 28th November, in a leader headed “ The 


Present Generation (No. VIII.)” repeats some of the 
<i stock complaints of the Native Press. It says that 


the burden of taxes has grown heavy and the people 
are unable to bear it; that though the Indian revenue has increased by twenty 


krores within the last thirty years, Government wish to inerease it still more; 
that a large portion of it is remitted to England; that Europeans are paid 
high salaries ; that a heavy duty is imposed on salt; that the license-tax falls 
heavily on the poor people; and that the mode of assessing and levying it 
is objectionable. The Gujardts gives two instances in which the assessment for 
the license-tax was heavy, and as the unfortunate tax-payers could not pay it, 
it was realized by the sale of their property. The Gujardtz also revives the 
old complaint that British justice is costly, and severely censures Government 
for the oppression practised under the name of the license-tax. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 28th November, referring to the attack on 


_,, Mr. Caird by the Government of India in their repl 
‘ oa vad ——. to the aa from the Secretary of State for India 
regarding Mr. Caird’s views on Indian reform, says— 
“It has long been a matter of notoriety that Mr. Caird, the only non-official and 
therefore independent member of the Famine Commission, has differed from 
many of the conclusions arrived at by his colleagues, who are all official members. 
There is such an intense caste spirit among Indian bureaucrats, a spirit more 
baneful in its consequences than that raging among the Hindus, that any 
outsider who dare pass criticisms on the failings of the Indian administration 
is sure.to be put down. Inspired party organs are put up to denounce the 
presumption of an outsider, when he declines to chime in with a certain line of 
policy, however unwise or mischievous, adopted by the Government of India. 
A less distinguished person than Mr. Caird, with a less established reputation, 
might have ere long succumbed to the unjust attacks of a mighty but resentful 
Government. But Mr. Caird has in him the blood of a true Briton. He is 
made of a stern stuff and has therefore manfully fought his battles against 
overwhelming odds. There has been no end of attacks, direct and indirect, 
against him, all emanating from one souree but in various guises. No doubt, 
some of the generalizations of Mr. Caird are hasty and ill-judged. But we 
contend that his conclusions, asa whole, are correet, and will stand the severest 
test. The key to the several attacks against him is to be easily discovered in the 
fact of his strong eondemnation of the cruel policy of Sir George Couper and 
Lord Lytton in the North-West Provinces durin g the famine of 1877-78, when 
almost one million people died, a portion of whom might, but for that policy, 
ve been saved. That policy has already been mercilessly exposed by Colonel 
peborne and Mr. Robert Knight, and their assertions have not been contra- 
icted. The condemnation by Mr. Caird which has cast a serious doubt on the — 
Veracity of the official famine reports of those Provinces has acted as gall and 


wormwood to the Government, who in their turn try hard to cast discredit and 
heap ridicule on the utterances of that Commissioner, and who leave no stone 
unturned to demolish his arguments, though in vain, in the columns of inspired 
organs like the Times and the Saturday Review. But for all the consequential 
tone of superior wisdom and experience which the Supreme Council has 
arrogated to itself in its rejoinder to Mr. Caird’s report, we are of opinion that 
Mr, Caird is in the main right, and has spoken the truth and nothing but the 
truth. But truth is always bitter, and Mr. Caird’s report has been too strong to 
be swallowed by the Government of India. No wonder then that they wrote a 
long rejoinder and have paraded it. We are sorry we cannot at present criticise 
at any length that rejoinder, but may at an early opportunity return to it, and 
point out the fallacy that lurks in each paragraph of the specious reply.” 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 28th November says that Mr. Caird has 
Pier attacked important class interests in the government 

Refers to Mr. ys ave ee Of this country, and no amount of abuse will be too 
SS Gane *" strong for him in the eyes of Anglo-Indians. Even the 
prosy Government of India has been thrown off its 

guard for once, and is not able to master its impulses. But suppose Mr. Caird 
had chimed in with the official view, his forty days’ tour would have been sung 
in official circles. One may not agree with all that Mr. Caird says, but what he 
gives are his own views, and these the Government and the public are bound to 
examine. The Opinion cannot approve of such hysterical writings as are now 


being poured forth on the subject condemning Mr. Caird as if he were a mere 
lunatic. 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 28th November, in alluding to Mr. Caird’s 
- separate report on the condition of India, observes 

ve bs" endian sand that there may be a few defects in the suggestions 
made by Mr. Caird in his and recommendations made by Mr. Caird, but they 
report on the condition of gre on the whole very useful and advantageous, and 
_— vg ang Goverument if only half of them are adopted, the poverty of the 
B. ie tgs country will be effectually removed, and the stability 
and glory of the British Indian Government will considerably increase. A 
e number of his suggestions are for the improvement of the condition of 
the agricultural classes. It is an undoubted fact that the Indian ryot is poor, 
and the principal cause of his poverty is the harsh and unsuitable mode of 
levying the land-tax. Mr. Caird admits this, and recommends a change in it ; 
he suggests that the existing mode should be replaced by that which prevailed 
under the native governments. The present mode of levying the land-tax may 
be suited to the English and European farmers, but is quite unsuited to the 
Indian ryots. The illiterate condition of the latter and their peculiar customs 
make them quite unable to adapt themselves to the exotic mode of levying the 
assessments. Wherever the indigenous method of collecting the land-tax 
: ete there the ryot is contented and happy. Mr. Caird does not state this ; 
t many able and experienced English writers have admitted it. Among the 
various suggestions made by him for the improvement of the condition of the 
agricultural classes, Mr. Caird recommends the realization of the land-tax in 
d instead of in cash ; and if no other improvement can be made in the existing 
mode, his recommendation ought to be adopted. By this means the ryot will 
relieved from seeking help from the sowkdr, from whose clutches he seldom 
afterwards escapes. Mr. Caird’s suggestions that the ryot should not be allowed 
to mortgage his land whenever he likes, that the thirty years’ settlement does 
not give him sufficient inducement to introduce permanent improvements, and. 
nat, therefore, a permanent land settlement is desirable, are very useful, and 
should be adopted. His recommendation to bring under cultivation all the 
waste land of the country is not less important. There is much waste land in 
© country, and if it is brought under the plough, it will increase the stock of 
-_ f grains, and will supply sufficient food to the increasing population. 
ut it ought to be remembered that so long as the ryot remains poor and in 
he will not be able to cultivate the waste lands; and therefore measures 
ought to be taken to improve his condition and to encourage him to cultivate 
hew lands. It is to be regretted that Mr. Caird’s good suggestions and recum- 
mendations should have raised opposition in certain quarters. Though even 
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the London Times condemns theni, their great value cannot be lost sight of. 
All men who have experience of the country approve of his recommendations and 
stions, which are moreover not new but have been made before by man 
able critics on several occasions. Hence it behoves Government to adopt such of 
them as are practicable, and not to scruple to do so on account of the expense 
which will hdve to be incurred to put them into force, as they will in the end 
prove highly beneficial. (The Gwardti (64) of the same date approves of the 
recommendations made by Mr. Caird, and considers the remarks made on them 
by the Government of India as worthless.) 


The Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 30th November deplores the gradual 

| | degeneracy of the Hindu race pe 3 the influence of 
Deplores the degeneracy of 1 odern civilization. The physique of the upper classes is 
= almost below par on account of the enervating influence 
of their changed habits of living, while the lower classes are becoming addicted 
to the usé of spirituous drinks. The people of Poona especially have taken 


to theatrical acting and similar other degrading pursuits of life instead of devoting 
their attention to manly sports, physical exercise, trade, and commerce. 


The Belgaum Samdchér (31) of the 29th November is sorry to see that 
dacoities have been on the increase in this country since 
1878. It is true that Government do not suffer in 
any way from them, but the disarmed population 
suffers severely, and is put to much anxiety on that account as regards the 
safety of life and property. It is also to be deplored that innocent persons have 
in some districts to pay a local tax on dhat account in the shape of the 
maintenance of punitive posts. It is somewhat difficult to account for the 
sudden rise and spread of this disturbing agency during late years, but the 
Samdchdr believes that it is owing either to the inefficiency or paucity of the 
police, the poverty of the people, or political discontent. It is to be regretted 
that Government have not done anything in the way of tracing the origin of 
what threatens to become one of the established institutions of the land. 


The Satya Shodhak (36) of the 28th November is sorry to see that nothing 
er ce eee has been gp from _ gre ee ar a a 
ents on the Algnan been on the contrary a loss of twenty-five krores o 
= — ee See rupees and the he of many ohann o> Berg It is 
always the case that the subjects are well pleased 
whenever the sovereign takes any steps for their welfare; how is it then that 
this rule does not hold good in the case of the Afghan war? In no part of 
India have the people expressed their satisfaction at the perilous step undertaken 
by the late Ministry. If it be assumed that the people of India do not under- 
stand their own interests, they have the verdict of many Englishmen themselves, 
including the highest statesmen, that the Afghan war was only one of the games 
played by the late Ministry. This shows that the natives are not altogether 
wrong in looking upon that war as a step in the dark. It has not yet been 
authoritatively stated that England will bear any portion of the cost of the 
Afghan war, and there seems every likelihood of the whole burden being thrown 
upon the natives themselves. But, what is worse is the fact that the Govern- 
_ Inent has been collecting funds from the natives in the shape of “ benevolences ” 
for the support of the families of the soldiers killed in the war. If those funds 
had been obtained by the free will of the nation, there would have been nothing 
objectionable in collecting them, but as Sir Richard Garth declared in his speech 
at a meeting held in Calcutta for that purpose, the manner in which the funds 


ae been actually collected shows that they are no better than “forced bene- 
0 ences..”” 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 8rd December, in alluding to the London 
Recommends the introduc. *@legram of the 1st instant, that a consultation is held 
tion of a silver currency in between America, France and Germany relative to 
iy a anda gold currency the employment of the stock of silver held by them, 
country bud poten latter observes that if the two former countries decide to 
1 exchange. suffered reserve the silver currency and the last-named to 
re-introduce it, England and India will notsuffer a loss; 


but if they resolve to abolish the silver currency totally, the silver coin of other 


Comments on the increase 
of dacoities during late years. 
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countries will be more depreciated than it is already, and England and India 
must suffer a heavy loss. If America, France and Germany sell the large stock 
of silver they hold, they too will suffer thereby ; but poor India will suffer a 
heavier loss than that suffered by them. It behoves the British and the Indian 
Governments therefore to adopt the necessary measures to save their respective 
cvuntries from the impending Joss ; and those measures are that a silver currenc 
should be introduced into England and a gold currency into India. The mixed 
eurrency will reduce exchange, and both countries will be benefited. It is not. 
difficult to introduce a double currency into both countries without inflicting 
a loss on either of them, as has been shown by one of the Samdchdr’s English 
contemporaries. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 28th November says: ‘So our popular 
fae “A ie Press age or ian is going to be disestablished. 
proves iF 70am Sir John Strachey and his brother bureaucrats are 
Te Yeccsioeorhip. playing with edged tools, and they must take care 
they do not cut their meddlesome fingers. We are 
given no reason, not even a how of reason, for the abolition of an office which 
has been so useful to the public, and so creditable to a civilized Government ; 
and it almost seems that the office is to be swept away on the false plea of 
economy, simply because it is proving indispensable. The suppression of the 
Press: Commissionership will be a political blunder, and we trust that Lord 
Ripon at least will not sanction this obviously retrograde step—the clumsy 
contrivance of spiteful old women in power.” | 


The Bombay Chronicle (44) of the 28th November, in alluding to the report 
that Government have presented a site and ru 

Wishes to know whether five. thousand as a grant-in-aid for building a church 

ores J eSB lll ge at Malabdr Hill, Bombay, observes that if this report 

build’ a charch at Malabsr De true, they have acted in opposition to the old rule 

Hill, and if so, why ? that the State is not to lend any pecuniary help to 

any religion. It is therefore hoped that the authorities 

concerned will render an explanation to the public why they have in this case 
infringed the long-standing rule. ) 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 1st December alludes to the dangerous 

character of kerosine oil and to the necessity of 

ee st fo go gite passing a law to check the importation of bad kinds 

Sods of becchina ofl i of the oil into this country and to regulate its storage 
| e oil, &. 

. | in warehouses remote from thickly populated parts of 
cities and towns. The Samdchdr therefore has no hesitation in expressing its 
approval of the Bill brought before the Viceregal Legislative Council. It is 
true that in its address to Lord Ripon, the Bombay Chamber of Commerce has 
expressed its disapproval of the Bill as an unnecessary interference with trade ; 
but His Lordship has appropriately pointed out its necessity, and asked the 
Chamber to make suggestions for its improvement. 


The Suryodaya (21) of the 29th November, commenting on the proposed 
Factory Bill, says that if the workmen were tfeally 
overworked, they would seek employment elsewhere ; 
but since they do not do so, it is evident that they do 
not consider it a hardship to serve in the mills. To this Mr. Bengdli will 
pomape say that the mill-owners take advantage of the poverty of the workmen. 
‘Dut the same thing may be said with regard to the Government, which is able 
to employ educated natives in this country on salaries of twelve or fifteen rupees 
per mensem. Can it not be said therefore that the Government takes advantage 


of the poverty of the natives in em ploying them on such wretched salaries? 


be not proper for the Manchester traders to try to force the Factory Act pt 
= Indian mill-owners through motives of jealousy, simply because they 
: emselves have to pay high wages to their own workmen. It will always 
“@ppen that some people will take advantage of the poverty and distressed 
Circumstances of their tellowmen. If the creditors of a bankrupt merchant 
ayy and sell his property by auction, will Mr. Bengali come forward to buy 
at its original cost ? He will on the contrary be only too glad to get an 
‘fe worth one rupee for a couple of annas at such an auction sale. Is it not, 


‘ smaproves of the Factory 


however, really taking advantage of the altered circumstances of the rnined 
merchant? If there is nothing wrong in making purchases on such occasions, 
there is nothing to wonder at in the mill-owners exacting as much work from 
the operatives as they possibly can. It is absurd to legislate in this case. 
Mr. Bengal should remember that the Indian operatives will be thrown 
altogether out of employment if the mills in this country were closed, and 
should consider well whether it is better that those people should have no work 
at all than that they should have hard work. 


The Bombay Samdchar (48) of the 2nd December observes that Lord 

___ _Ripon’s reply to the Bombay Chamber of Commerce 
— ee regard to the Factory Bill is not so satisfactory as 
were his observations in regard to the Bill to check the 

importation of bad kinds of kerosine oil. Huis Lordship approves of the Factory 
Bill; but most persons believe that if it is passed into a law, it will prove 
detrimental to the interests of not only the mill-owners but also the class of 
operatives. No one can deny that by lessening the number of working hours 
and raising other hindrances in the way of the working of the mills, both the 
mill-owners as well as the workmen will suffer a heavy loss. Persons coming 
fresh from England are likely to assume the necessity for a Factory Act here 
also from the condition of the mill-operatives in their own country. But when 
they get some experience of the working of the Indian mills, they will perceive 
that the workmen here are not overworked, that they get a good deal of leisure 

_ during the working hours, and that they are well-fed, well-clothed and happy. 
The proposed law, if enacted, would prove fatal to the rising cotton industry 
of this country. It behoves His Lordship therefore not to be unduly hasty in 


passing the Bill before he has gained some experience of the Indian mills, and 
ascertained for himself the real condition of the mill-operatives. 


The Gujardt: (64) of the 28th November, in ry es al the memorial 
which Mr. Sordbji Shdpurji Bengali presented to 
aeons Se ey Lord. Ripon on the ceunan of Us tak Wale So 
Bombay, praying His Lordship to pass the Factory 

Bill, brings forward some of the oft repeated arguments to show that the 
proposed law is not required. The Gujardti observes that Political Economy 
teaches that Government ought not to interfere in the matter of voluntary 
labour ; that the mill-operatives themselves do not complain that their condition 
is bad; that the Commission, appointed five years ago to enquire into their 
condition, made minute enquiries and collected a great deal of evidence, but at 
last arrived at the conclusion that the proposed law was not desirable, that the 
Honorable Mr. V. N. Mandlik, who had no interest whatever in the cotton mills 
of Bombay, and who was previously of the opinion that a factory law was 
desirable, arrived at the conclusion that it was not required, after he had sat on 
the Commission and witnessed the enquiries made by it; that the late Honorable 
Mr. Murdrji Gokuldis, Mr. Bandji, Mr. Greeves and other members of the 
Mill-owners’ Association have in their public speeches condemned the Factory 
Bill; that the operatives will get less wages than what they receive at present 
if they work for a shorter time, and will be losers thereby ; and that no 
Oppression is practised on the women and children working in the mills. These 
prove that there is no necessity for enacting a Factory Act in this country. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (48) - the bid December, 

.. Writing from Surat, observes that sev newspapers 

ment Tae Hoeakt Ms. of Bombay are gratified to see that the Honorable 
Hope asaProvisional Member Mr. Hope has been appointed a Provisional Member 
Coun, Bombay Executive of the Bombay Executive Council, but that the people 
< of Surat, who know him well, are in reality sorry to 

hear of his appointment, since he pays more attention to filling the State 
treasury than to benefiting the people, and there is therefore a probability of 
convenient laws being enacted under his regime. He isa pains-taking officer, but 
#8 not popular. He has a good knowledge of the Revenue Department, but none 
of the Judicial branch. He is not so very active as he is believed to be; but is 


on the whole hard-working and pains-taking. Some persons believe that when 


; 
| 


believed that the absence of a Judicial Member from the Council 
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ha joins the Council, His Excellency Sir James Fergusson will give up many 
of his present views and opinions, and will be led by him. 4 it is 
essen its 


efficacy- 


The Bombay Samdchér (48) of the 3rd December regrets that His Excellency — 


the Viceroy did not give a forecast of his views on 
Regrets that Lord Ripon several important political questions, either on the 


Fd nO oo ne on morese occasion of the dinner at the Byculla Club or in his 


his views on some important Teply to the address from the Bombay Chamber of | 


political questions. Commerce. Since his Lordship was on a private 

visit to Bombay, it may be supposed that there was 
no need of his giving an expression to his political views; but for whatever 
reasons the highest representative of the Crown in India may go about the 
country, the people anxiously wait to hear from his lips the views he 
entertains on important questions of the day. It is, therefore, hoped that His 
Lordship will not henceforth disappoint the public in this matter. 


The Indian Spectator {1) of the 28th November welcomes His Excellency 
| ‘i rd Ripon in the following terms :—“After four weeks 
"coms —— imperial progress the great Suba of Hindustan 
oy comes to Bombay, and right welcome he is to this 
great city. Inthe course of his tour, His Lordship has, no doubt, seen much and 
said not a little’; but throughout his utterances we trace a cautiousness verging 
almost on timidity. It is not for us to determine if this policy of ‘no promises’ 
is the wisest, but it does seem to contrast favorably in most instances with 
the frivolous word-pledgings of his predecessor. His Excellency seems 
anxious to work in harmony with his colleagues in office, and however the more 
‘advanced’ critics may sneer at it, we see nothing in this resolve, of which the 
Governor General of India need be ashamed. If the country has to be governed 
constitutionally, the head of the Government cannot well di§pense with the 
advice and counsel of those who are expected to guide him in the affairs of State. 
The result of a contrary course of action during the previous regime has been, in 
several instances, disastrous. What is to be guarded against is the ascendancy of 
individual advisers. Each officer has some pet scheme of his own, which he 
may not scruple to inflict on the country by any means, and it is here that the 
responsible ruler has to use a wise discretion. But it is scarcely in taste to 
Sap a political sermon to our honored guest in this season of loyal hospitality. 
is enough for us to know that His Excellency is desirous of working on the 
lines indicated by the sagacious John Lawrence. We heartily welcome Lord 


Ripon to our bonny harbour (sic) and hope that he will find much to interest him 


here during his seven days’ sojourn. We earnestly pray that under God and 
our Sovereign, the noble Marquis may be led to profit by his tour, and so to 
spply his advantage to the good of the country as to earn the gratitude of the 


lions, who look up to him for a spell of sunshine through the gloom of 


national adversity.” 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 28th November, referring to the remark 
made bY His Excellency the Viceroy on the occasion 


BBD peers mace of the Lahore Darbér, that the prosperity of India 
onthe occasion of the Lata», depends upon the state of its agriculture, says that 


the ancient greatness of this country did not depend 
upon that circumstance alone, but upon the state of its 
industrial arts and of the other occupations of life, which are even more 
conducive to the increase of national wealth than improved agriculture. If, 

erefore, this country is ever to occupy a position among the great nations of 
the world, equal attention should be paid to its agriculture and its industrial 
ba Even with regard to the former, whatever may be the case in the 
anjaub, it is now a recognized fact that the condition of the agricultural classes 
— Deccan is very far from being satisfactory at the present day. Agriculture 
rs € 1s become such an unprofitable occupation that the half-starved ryots are 
rey to have recourse to other kinds of labour, in addition to their work in the 

| ds, in order to eke out their slender means. In the absence of other work 
¢ 


Pra. 


they are obliged to live from hand to mouth, and eventually fall a prey to thie 

avarice of the money-lenders. It is therefore hoped that His Excellency 
Lord Ripon will collect information on this subject, both from Government 
officers as well as the representatives of the people, that he may be enabled 
thereby to clearly understand how far his statement at the Lahore Darbér is 
correct, and what modifications in the administration of the country are 
necessary for the amelioration of the condition of the people of India. 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 29th November says that in 1878 when the 
Honorable Mr. Ashburner read the Deccan Agricul- 
Refers to a statement of turists’ Relief Bill for the first time, in the discussion 


the Honorable Mr. Gibbs that : 
= od tax amounts to one. 'L2t followed, the Honorable Mr. Gibbs said that some 


ant : - Of the newspapers had made a ridiculous statement 
— about the ate sao of the existing land assessments 
and the impropriety of the Government taking from the ryot more than 25 per 
cent. of the value of the produce, but that the writers in the said papers were quite 
mistaken in their supposition, as he himself had found from a careful examination 
of the records in the office of Mr. Anderson, the Survey Commissioner, that thé 
Government never took more than one-seventh of the value of the land produce 
in payment of the assessment. Such an observation coming from such high 
and authoritative quarters must naturally carry great weight, but the Indu, 
nothing daunted, was able to obtain after great difficulty from trustworthy 
sources, details of the assessments at Gilhona in the Ratndgiri District, and 
published them in its issue of the 17th of February 1879, from which it will be 
clearly seen that Mr. Gibbs’ remark did not apply at least to Gilhona, where the 
assessment amounted at least to 50 per cent. of the value of the produce, and in 
some cases was even actually greater than the produce itself. The Indu is not 
aware whether the Government took notice of it at the time. As the facts then 
published applied to the year 1878 only, the Indu is now in a position to give 
amore complete account of the assessments at Gilhona from 1877'to 1880 as 
settled by several Government officers, in which the value pf the produce per 
acre and the percentage taken by Government in payment of the assessments 
on it are given side by side. Itis also shown in the following table that Mr. 
Gibbs’ statement, that Government takes only one-seventh of the produce, is 
incorrect, and that the actual assessments amount to twice or thrice as much :— 


Estimated Assessments for four years. 
The total 
Assessment Per- 
Sub- Govern- amount of due if over] centage 
ment the Average of : 
Survey | division P pena 1879 1880. eitieeated . same for|20vernment it actually | of the 
| of that hiinde 1877. 1878. (By the By the | sescasmentsl each year, |7ere totake| taken by | actual 
mber:! por acre. (PY Mr. | (By Mr. | yimiatdar| SUEY | for four ae pres a 
) ) | of Dapoli.) nar years. aly 
I 2 3 4 4 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Rs. a. p.] Es. a. p.| Rs. a. p. | Bs. a. p.| Rs. a. pf Rs. a. p.| Rs. a.p.| Rs.a. p. | Rs. a p. 

30 7 49 0] 1314 0] 1410 0} 10 9.0 410] 43 2 0] 1013 6 186 306 42 
10 3 514 0f 16 3 0! 12260 cg 2 Reeeereed 469 0) 15 8 0 23 6 31l 6 38 
i4 1 38 of li 8 O ae 2S Been 511 Of 248 0 8 2 8 is 2 “Se m 
“. 2 Smee Ot 61. 4 BT lien 1114 Of 2915 0! 100 0 7 8 160 3s 
41 1 6 2011713 0| 2% 20 940] 1611 Of 6914 0} 17 7 6 28 0 310 0 34 
44 2 6 1081810 0] 43 0] 19 9 0| 1614 Of} 69 4 0] 17 5 O 276 6t.a 38 
“ 4 210 of 8 40 512 0| 17 20] 1514 Of 47 00) lil? Oo lll 0 015 0 22 
he 2 169 of 29912 of 1440] 1410 0| 20 5 0} 7815 0] 1912 0| 213 O| 212 o| 33 
Z 1 |} 612 of 37 6 O| 1411 O| 1715 0 pe 7m 001 350! 8858 369 29 
Te 3 5 7 01 21601 12112 0] 1712 0} 18 1 Of 6815 0} 17 40 376 215 6 32 
3 1 Su eoilni1.e 415 0} 12310) 4830 422 40] 10090 180 430 55 
2% 1 570 pede Oh Mh SoBe a: 2 Be 2 40] 22 40 33 0 240 25 
99 7 es ae 11 2 0} 1312 Of 2414 0] 127 0 112 0 260 33 
a 6 & O° Sipe Ree See 1510 0 1510 0 1510 0 a 310 0 39 
2 I eM Se Ms a = .76t @ 7:8 7:8 312 0 $00 25 

~ | 8 a see er 2214 O| 2214 0} 2214 0 846 376 29 


It will be seen from the above table, in which particulars connected with 

16 lands only are noticed, that instead of fourteen or fifteen rupees, as estimated. 
y Mr. Gibbs, the lowest assessment, that on land No. 22, amounts to 22 per 
cent. of the average produce, while that on No. 19 amounts to 55 per cent. or 


reed four times what it ought to be according to Mr. Gibbs! The above 


“cers that the land assessments are not heavy has no foundation in fact. 


Ps e, therefore, clearly proves that the statement of some of the Government. 
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The same says that —-. the ag ‘which induced the Government 

to legislate for the purpose of affording some relief to 

og cheery Sagal Ar the Deccan ryots were sound, it is to be deplored that 
of the Deccan ryota, the remedy adopted is not calculated to strike at the 
root of the evil. The wretched condition of the 

ntry 1s owing to their poverty, for which the Government itself is responsi- 

ble. The heavy assessments on land as compared with the produce have 
evidently brought on this state of things. The Revenue officers paid no heed to 
the real condition of the peasantry, and adopted a rigorous system of collecting 
the land revenue, which, moreover, was taken in cash instead of in kind. It was 
these circumstances that compelled the ryot to resort to the money-lender, and his 
continued indebtedness at last ruined him, and brought him to the civil courts. 
The Government eagerly took up this latter fact, and being disposed to consider 
the avarice of the money-lender as the cause of the ryot’s wretchedness, legislated 
for that purpose. When the Honorable Mr. T. C. Hope introduced the Deccan 
Agricultarists’ Relief Bill into the Supreme Legislative Council, the Press 
expressed itself strongly on the inadvisability of passing such a measure, but no 
attention was paid to its criticism. The Indu has already shown on different 
occasions how the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act has been productive of 
nothing but evil in the districts to which it applies; but it does not appear 
that Government have yet become alive to the position of the ryots since the 
introduction of the Act. The inhabitants of Ahmednagar have lately forwarded 
a petition to Government to the following effect:—1. Agriculture is suffering 
largely on account of the difficulties thrown in the way of the ryots obtaining 
advances of money from the money-lenders. The interests of trade, moreover, 
are affected to no small extent by the petty traders being unable to carry 
on transactions with the ryots on the same easy terms as before. The Deccan 
Agriculturists’ Relief Act, therefore, requires to be remodelled for the benefit-of 
all. 2. The four Districts of Ahmednagar, Poona, Satéra and Sholdpur, to which 
the above Act is applicable, should be exempted from the operation of the license- 
tax. 3. The duty on opium should be reduced, and the ryots allowed to grow 
ppy- Theimport duty on foreign goods should also be increased to prevent any 
oss to the public revenue from the reduction of that on opium. 4. The ryots are 
a to much difficulty on account of the severe rules of the Forest Department. 
Che abolition of this Department will extend cultivation, and thereby benefit 
Government. 5. The poverty of the people prevents the accumulation of 
capital, and checks industry. A correspondent writing from Malshirds in the 
Shol4pur District also says that in that taluka the ryots have to pay a heavy 
land-tax, that no remissions of land revenue are ever allowed, and that interest 
is charged by Government on the amount of the tax, if it is not paid at the 
period assigned. The ryots are unable to cultivate the land properly on 
account of the large loss of cattle during the late famine, their means are 
ming more and more straitened, and they find a difficulty even in procuring 
seed for sowing purposes. By the new Act, if they wish to borrow one rupee 
from the money-lender, they haye to spend two annas on stamp-paper, four 
annas for registration fee, and two annas for getting the document drawn up in 
writing ; so that half the sum is lost even before it is borrowed. The class of 
petty traders, who carried on the business of money-lending, are ruined by the 
new Act on account of the absence of all money transactions and the loss of the 
sums they had lent before the Act was passed. If they should be able to 
produce the necessary documents, the whole expense of the suits falls upon the 
poor ryots, and in the absence of those documents the sowkdrs are inevitably 
ruined. In many cases the losses suffered by either party are owing toa 
sufficient period not having been allowed before the Act actually came into force. 
These statements of the Indu’s correspondent show that the Act, ostensibly passed 
for the relief of the ryots, has ruined the sowkdrs without any way benefiting 
© ryots. If the Government really wished to improve their condition 
they could have done so without affecting the interests of the sowkdrs. If 
- system of collecting the land revenue had been a little relaxed and the 
urden of taxation lightened, more land would have come under cultivation, 
ere would have been no serious loss to Government, and the sowkdrs would 
have been sayed. Under such circumstances a permanent improvement would 
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have been effected in the condition of the ryots. It is enough to state for the 


present that the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act has been a failure. 


A correspondent of the Arunodaya (20) of the 28th November says that as 
Government contemplate abolishing seven out of the 
Is of opinion that all the twelve Subordinate Judgeships lately established in 
places of Sub-Judges crested connection with the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act, 
2 7 aseld be abolished. it Will beas well ifall of them are abolished, as the new 
Subordinate Judges have hardly any work to do. It 
would be advisable on the contrary to extend the jurisdiction of the ordinary 
Subordinate Judges from one taluka to two or more télukas, and to allow them to 
go on'circuit to the additional talukas given in their charge. The Arunodaya is 
further of opirion that magisterial powers should be conferred on the Subordinate 
Judges, in order to give them plenty of work, so as to afford some relief to the 
Mimlatdirs, who are at present overworked on account of their multifarious 
duties. ‘The public will be greatly benefited by this arrangement, as they do 
not get perfect justice at present on account of the Revenue officers being for 
the most part both their prosecutors as well as judges. It is for this reason 
that the Judicial Department should be quite distinct from the Revenue Depart- 
ment. Some are of opinion that there is no harm in retaining the new Subordi- 
nate Judges, because their expense is sufficiently made up by the increased 
receipts from stamps. But it is, nevertheless, so much additional burden. upon 
the tax-payers, and if there is really any room for affording relief to them, it 1s 
as well that the duty on stamps should be reduced. 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 28th November is of opinion that there has been 


a failure of justice in the City Magistrate of Poona 

Thinks that there has been discharging one Nagindragir Gosdvi, who was charged 

9 fealage of a6 een = spe with having committed rape on the person of a small 
etahiing ped aie girl, The Star gives full particulars of the case, and 
the Sessions. thinks that in the face of the evidence brought against 
the accused, the Magistrate was not justified in 


dismissing the case, but ought to have committed the accused to the Sessions. 


The Dina Bandhu (8) of the 28th November says that there is a general 


: _. complaint among the Hospital Assistants with regard 
Thinks voir a sais ok to their salaries. Their case seems rather hard, 
comely. because their income is very small in proportion to the 

discipline and labour they have to undergo to make 
themselves fit for the work. There are three grades of Hospital Assistants. 
The rate of salary for the first grade is Rs. 60, for the second Rs. 40, and for 
the third Rs. 25 per month. To become a third grade assistant, one has to serve 
a8 an apprentice in a hospital or dispensary for more than three years, and to 
pass two examinations. As an apprentice he gets his wages, for the first year at 
the rate of Rs. 7, and for the second year at the rate of Rs. 8 per month. In 


_ the beginning of the third year he is sent to the Medical School at Poona 


or Ahmedabad, where he has to pass the first examination. Should he 
unfortunately fail in that examination, he has again to fall back upon his 


situation as a medical student, and to get his wages at Rs. 8 per month until the - 


next time the examination is held. In the Medical School he has to prosecute 
@ course of studies for a term of three years, and then he must pass the second 
examination. He then becomes eligible for the post of a third grade assistant, 
but until a vacancy occurs he has to wait, getting in the meantime only Rs. 16 
per month as a passed student. Sometimes he is obliged to wait for four or 
five years before he gets a chance of promotion to the post of third grade 
assistant. Owing to dearness of provisions, the medical students used to get 
stain compensation, which has been lately discontinued and replaced by a 
suit of clothes worth only Rs. 10, consisting of a pair of trousers and a coat. 

suits are not much in favour withthe men who seldom or never use them, 
but keep them wrapped up in a bundle. Thus the poor lads are deprived of their 
additional income of Rs. 24 or 36 per year, which helped them a great deal in 

i private expenses. Providing them with suits is simply throwing awa 


wea for a useless purpose. Formerly, the medical students used to get for 


first year Rs. 8, and for the second year Rs. 12 per month. This was a better 
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‘,ducement, and an encouragement to the éducated lads to tender their services 
for places of Hospital Assistants but since the reduction in the rates of pay, good 
and educated lads cannot generally be got to place themselves in that line. 


The same, referring to the récent ruling of the Customs Department, by 
ae ts iain saline which the they 4 peg 4 pi pa obli . tog 
Sas vet @ green an ight on board during the night to 
sg sal\ emeritus seven accidents ariain g from coltiaion ; sae that it 
is certainly a wise arrangement. But the Bandhu hears that thé Customs 
authorities at Mdlvan are insisting upon the owners of vessels using those lights 
immediately, instead of allowmg them to purchase them at Bombay ; and that 
otherwise théy do not allow them to sail out of the harbour. As no such 
lanterns as dre required can be purchased at Malvan, nor do the Customs 
oficers there undertake to furnish them themselves, the Bandhu considers it 
unreasonable for the latter to insist upon immediate compliance with the order, 
instead of allowing the parties concerned to providé themselves with the 
articles at thé earliest opportunity. 
The Loka Mitra (55) of the 28th November observes that it is not a little 
o nae gratifying to hear that the Home Government has 
i Book a, IA —— sent out orders to the Government of India to evacuate 
: : Kandahar at the earliest opportunity ; and that the 
people of India deserve to be congratulated upon the approach of the time when 
the Afghan war may be said to have finally ended. But winter has set in, and 
it is said that the evacuation of Kandahar will not bé undertaken until the close 
of thé season. However, if the Afghans should make an attack on the garrison 
of that city, the work of evacuation will have to be deferred, and another war 
will begin. Hence, it seems advisable that ifthe order above alluded to has 
been actually issued by the Ministry, Kandahar should be evacuated at once. 
Though all is reported to be quiet in Afghanistan, the British Army has no 
knowledge of what is going on in the interior, and the British Government have 
had ample experience of the fact that the aspect of affairs in Afghanistan changes 
suddenly and unexpectedly. Contradictory reports are received about the 
movements and doings of Ayub Khan and one does not know which of them to 
believe. Military officers advise the retention of Kandahar, but experienced 
and far-sighted statesmen see no advantage whatever in holding that. city any 
longer. It is true that there are several political and commercial advantages in 
keeping it, but there are more disadvantages to counterbalance them. It should 
also be remembered that India will enjoy peace and prosperity, if it is relieved 
from further Afghan complications. Again, when the rest of Afghanistan has 
been given up, there cannot but be danger in retaining Kandahar only. (The 
Yajdan Parast (54) and the Gujarati (64) of the same date express similar 
sentiments. The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 30th November is glad that the 
Ministry has decided to evacuate Kandahar.) : 


Native States. 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 28th November says: “ Mysore is now 
ea . about to be restored. Whether Bangalore, the modern 
of Mysore to its Mohan" capital city will be restored is the question. It 
seems that the native town may be given up, but it is 
said that the cantonment will not be abandoned. The vested interests will, it 
it said, come in the way. If such be case, ,the question will arise—what are 
Vested interests ? The country belongs to the Mahdr4j4, and has been governed — 
for him ; and if his interest is not the best vested, we do not know whose is or can 
Idolatry does not consist, as it seems to us, in worshipping images as 

» but in worshipping money and power, and offering the incense of 

gains at their shrines.” 


The same, referring to the rumour that His Highness the Mahéréjé of 
Tet a Cashmere did not join the late Viceregal procession — 
ethene of the st Lahore on account of some point of honour, says 
P regard to the ; ae Rd 
Cashmere State. that the natives have a grave misgiving about the 
future of that State. The popular belief is that the 


ex-Gdikaw4d of Baroda was deposed and deported to Madras, partly. because 
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he did not accept the invitation on the occasion of a Darbdér held in Bombay, 
when Lord Northbrook was Governor General. It is also a curious coincidence 
that the revolt of some of the tribes residing in the Mah4rd4j4’s territory broke 
out when he was at Lahore, and that Lord Ripon should have observed in his 

h at the Darbdr that whenever a disturbance arises in a Native State, the 
British Government is compelled to interfere for the purpose of suppressing it. 
People ask themselves whether this observation on the of His Excellency 
has any bearing on Cashmere affairs. It is also well known that the Anglo- 
Indian Press has been urging upon the Government the advisability of 
re-purchasing Cashmere from the Mahér4j4, to whose ancestors it was sold for a 
large sum of money. Englishmen, moreover, wish very much that Cashmere 
should be in their possession on account of its being “the garden of India.” All 
these considerations fill the minds of people with fear for the future of that State ; 
but it is hoped that His Excellency Lord Ripon, so remarkable for his strong 
religious feeling and considerate conduct, will not allow any act of injustice to 
take place during his administration. 


Municipalities. , 
The Yajdan Pardst (54) of the 28th November observes that at the last 
election of Members for the Municipal Corporation of 
Bombay, several candidates who are quite ignorant of 
si .,. the English language have been returned. But since 
aes > anus Cee as the whole work of the Corporation is conducted ia 
ignorant of the English that language, these members will be of little or no 
language seg" _" elected se to the Corporation. Three of the newly elected 
og — Corpora- members are altogether ignorant of English, while 
some others understand so little of it as not to be able 
to talk in it. For instance a Mr. Shiwji Dharmaji, who keeps a liquor-shop and is 
quite ignorant of the English language, has been returned, and one or two Khojas 
and Banids, who are also ignorant of that language, have been elected. Mr. 
Lakhmidds Khimyji, who did not understand English, served in the Corporation 
for eight years. It is evident that such persons cannot be of any use to that 
body, and hence it behoves Government to introduce in the Municipal Act a 
clause incapacitating persons who do not understand English nor can talk in 
_ that language, from being returned as members of the Corporation. 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 28th November, in alluding to the last rate- 
| payers’ election of members for the Municipal Corpo- 


Sore - sin = aie ration of Bombay on Monday last, observes that 
© on OF members = Ye ERS 
forthe Municipal Corporation the citizens have not done this important work 


of Bombay has proved this Satisfactorily. Several persons selected by the voters 
year unsatisfactory. are neither well known to, nor respected by, the public, 

while several deserving members of the late 
Corporation have not been returned this year. The new nominees possess no 
other recommendation than that they are the sons of wealthy parents. The 
public have expressed their disapproval of the means employed by some young 
men to secure votes. It is, however, hoped that the Justices of the Peace will 
not fail to elect the deserving members of the late Corporation, who have 
not been returned by the rate-payers. Itis to be regretted that this improper 
use of Municipal franchise will encourage Government to adhere to their 
refusal to confer it on several cities in the Mofussil, which have been long trying 
to get the concession. (The Bombay Vhronicle (44), the Yajddn Parast (54), and 
oe Gujarati (64) of the same date, and the Jdme Jamsed (49) of the 30th 

ovember express somewhat similar sentiments.) | 


The same observes that it is to be regretted that attempts are mad 


° to ; > . ° 
pproves of the levy of impose a Municipal house-tax in the Mofussil towns 


np Se ag * which can ill afford to bear the burden. This is one of 
town, 888i! ‘those taxes which make the people of the Mofussil 
dislike the Municipal institution. Bombay levies a 


house-tar ; but that is no reason why it should be introduced into the Mofussil 
an The former is obliged to levy it in order to supply the people with 


unicipal comforts and conveniences, of which the Mofussilites have no 


Government to 
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peed. A in Bombay there are many costly buildings which produce 4 
gent; but in the Mofussil it is not usual to rent out small buildings which are — aa 
ed for the habitation of the owners themselves.  . 
Miscellaneous. | 4 

The Dnydn Sagar (30) of the 29th November says that it appears from the. a 

: ae inquiry now going on at Kolhdpur into the late 

Refers to the inquiry now Kisrul dacoity case, that some people of Kolh4pur — s 

on at Kolhapur into Be aR | . 3 

late Kisrul dacoity case. ~ #0d the surrounding districts under the leadership of a 
Chim4 Saheb Mahdrdj formed a plot to raise a sort e 

_- tof rebellion, and to begin by putting to death some of the British and principal = 
Native Officers of the Kolhapur State; and it was only owing to some of these = 
people being concerned in the Kisrul dacoity that this fact came to light. | 3 
D.R. TARKHADKAR, a 
: : Acting Reporter on the Native Press, 4 

New Secretariat, Bombay, ee : 

of the Reporter on the Native Press, | | S 

8th December 1880. a : 

% . é 
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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


NP1I1~—12 [con 785] 


| Number 
No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. of copies 
issued. 
ENGLISH. 
| a 
*] | The Indian Spectator ............. passed Bombay ........... -| Weekly 300 
*2 ee ee iekadee (TS Sab Seagate Do. 300 
ANGLO-MARA THL 

£0 OO PRIDE askiisici. cnc vikedscc sso evsese Bombay ..........<- Daily ond 390 

4 aa BONE III © <cddc canceddecccunsescoces Ds wid een Weekly ...| 1,200 
TD Fe INGE V 0 CIID ccc craiscanocsesscece Bis < . scnnxeetnield Do. ve 400 
6 gy SIMI PRAISED «6... nk cd cncoccceesco oh... tka Do. ---| 1,600 

7 op  MPUIOIITY “ic dcdsenendcsicccdecssovss Me,  . wis sccasna Do. fod 325 

$ a? Dina Bandhu COC SCOOT TSOSCOOES* Ce ges Do. eeecesce poesee Do. ees 300 

9 oo ‘Uimyan Prakah | «.66.isciccccceveveese DOG ssicnstctsdates Bi-weekly ... 700 
10 » Dny&n Chakshu:..............c0ccceee- DR. ces cocks Weekly ...| 1,000 
Be os, I vcs: thcancedicsccéovevceces Saree Do. cool |=. B90 
*12 | , Mahérdshtra Mitra ...............00- Sithre..eciissisiccin Do. ool CD OOO 
13 sy. - MO EURGOIOT oc cvcideccccceveseres Ds ace, a Do. : 275 

MARA THL 
PAS 1 FO Met MAIER ..0..0:--0-pasdrarceccce.s PRON scperetesnes Tri-weekl 200 
ee EE oo... ....socsesnece We cesses casa Fortnightly 300 
ao Vividha Dny&n Vistér ............ Do. Monthly 500 
WF oe PE Bak obi isn ss Scigenocccacecescs POU cocisccccsceuns Weekly 200 
#18 we MI I cop ccns BOR ie Do. 200 
Oe At MIR BEDI Rncccscscnssesicccccccnal LID. nspenevonenciss Monthly 700 
Bh ig NOIR, cs cnccninnvoss- todonesemane Ee Weekly 410 
21 » S oda ene cbeececeééccesesaneeonnese Do. séscenthonenens Do. 37D 
22 » Hindu Punch....... nea PE Oe _ 2 Do. o-| - 340 
23 » Wasai Samachar ....... Ee Spd ¢ 0° “ere Do. ..| 100 
24 : 400 
25 re 600 
26 at ae 
27 od 150 
28 "a 125 
29 ad 85 

31 = 300 
32 ae? B90 

— «88 pe 175 
2 210 
35 we te = 
36 - 150 
“37 te faa 
38 i 248 
39 185 

ee | 


Names of Newspapers. 


S. 


Place of publication. 


Editi 


ane 


 &BEs 


age? 
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76 
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The Nagar SamSch&r .............+0....- 


» A 


33 


33 
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The Bombay Samfchfr...................-- 
J4me Jamsed 


Syesss 


| The Chandrodaya ...........-....-0-cseee-. 


}. | 
‘| The Kushful Akhbée ACS Rte eer 


The Andalibi Hind 


‘The Mofurrohul Kalub DEA ve sices: 


- Broach Vartaman 
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GUJARATI. 


Kaside Mumbai ..................... 
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rya ‘Dharma. Prakadsh 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Subodha Patrikd (6) of the 5th December, referring to the new rules 
pu 


lished by the Government of India for the re- 

Objects to some ofthe new organization of their Financial and Audit Department, 
pete ges y ogee d= objects to the arrangement for the admission of candi- 
places in the Financial and datesfor the graded places on the following grounds:— 
Audit Department. “In the first place, though we admit that a competi- 
_ tive examination is the fairest way of selecting men 

for the public service, we think there is no need for it in this case. Our 
Universities, which are semi-Government bodies, every year hold searching 


examinations in different subjects, and certify to hun of our promising 
ouths passing the test successfully, and any examination which the Finance 
Départanent can hold must be a compared to them. Why then should 


not the required number of hands be selected from amongst those of our 
graduates, who stand highest in the University examination in mathematics and 
political economy ? ‘T’his mode of selection will assuredly give the Department 
far more competent hands than the so-called competitive examinations held by 
it ever can, and will further impart an effectual incentive to higher education, 
at which our Government has been illiberally tinkering for years by way of 
making rules for the admission of graduates to the higher posts in the Revenue 
Department. We, therefore, earnestly commend this course for the serious con- 
_ sideration of the heads of the departments concerned, educational as well as 
financial. Secondly, we fail to perceive rhyme or reason in the arrange- 
ment for holding separate examinations for Europeans and Natives. Is this 
arranged out of pity for the natives or favour to the Europeans? On 
either a aapape we submit, the course is highly objectionable. Let us 
have fair play to all alike, and let those who pass an open test get admitted 
- to the public service. Thirdly, we beg humbly to enter a protest on 

behalf of our countrymen against two turns being given to Europeans to one 
to the natives. Where have all the professions of justice and equality between 
the two sections of the community gone to, and, above all, what has become of 
the great desire so often expressed in words by the Government of India 
to employ natives in the public service where expedient in preference to 
Europeans, both in justice to the children of the soil and in the interests of 
public economy? ‘This is no question of the executive headship of a district 
or the command of a regiment of troops, but it is one of mere account and 
audit, and the aptitude of the Hindu in the line of account and finance is 
universally admitted; and yet the scheme under notice seems so arranged 
as to keep the natives as much out of the department as possible! If our 
suggestions for confining the selection to the University uates is adopted, 
all the above-mentioned objections would be obviated. Lastly, we must 
observe that the department being an Imperial one, justice must be done to 
the different Presidencies as well as sections of the community. Hitherto 
these examinations or nominations have been confined to Bengal, but we submit 
that the other Presidencies ought to be allowed their fair share. Unless, 
therefore, these drawbacks are removed, the department cannot be considered 
a8 re-organised on a sound basis. This is surely a matter in which no adverse 
feelings or considerations ought to be allowed to impede the course of fair play 


and justice to all.” (The Shivdji (17) of the 3rd December expresses similar 
sentiments.) 


The Suryodaya (21) of the 6th December says that it is in everybody’s 
mouth that India is being civilized under British rule, 

oaks English philanthro- but that it is difficult to understand in what way the 
a checking the vse fowne conditionof thenatives has hithertoimproved. Leaving 
ous drinks in this seu. “out of consideration the introduction of railways, 
| steamers, &c., there does not ap any sign of the 
natives having become better men than what they were before. On the contrary, 
the introduction of, and the encouragement given to, the use of spirituous drinks 
have a direct tendency to degenerate and demoralize them. The Suryodaya is 


given to understand that one firm in England sent to this country about 1,06,561 
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gallons of wine in the year 1879. Assuming the price to be Rs. 18 = gallon 
on an average, the total cost comes to Rs. 19,18,098 ; and as this is the price of 
the quantity of liquor imported by one firm only, it will give some idea of the | 
extensive use of spirituous drinks by the natives under British rule. Would it 
not be better therefore if those philanthropists in England, who object to the 
opium duty from moral considerations, were to interest themselves instead in 
relieving the natives from the iron grasp of this new vice? 


The Jdéme Jamsed (49) of the 9th December, in alluding to the new loan of 
: : five krores of rupees at 34 per cent. announced by the 
ane yo the a Pe Secretary of pra eaptongg in order to convert the 
En ge ate five per cent. sterling loan, observes that it is gratify- 
— ing that advantage is being taken of the present on 
ness of the aga My pha in England and India to reduce the liabilities of the 
latter country. It is expected that tenders for the new loan will be received at 
par or premium. For some time past, a demand has been made that Parliament 
should guarantee Indian loans, as England would incur no risk and India would 
be considerably benefited by doing so. The latter country is in quite a solvent 
condition to liquidate its debts, and, if England guarantees its loans, India will 
be able to raise money at much smaller interest than it pays now. It is, however, 
not a little gratifying that without obtaining this guarantee, India has been able 
to get loans in the English market upon its own credit and at low interest. 
When countries steeped in debt are able to raise loans in England, there is no 
wonder that India should get loans in the English market at great advantage. 
The Indian public debt is not heavy ; it amounts to two years’ revenue of the 
country. As a set off against it, there are the state railways, canals, civil and 
military buildings, and other reproductive public works, while the mineral and 
forest resources of the country are yet lying dormant. Ifall these are considered 
as capital, India has greater funds than its liabilities. The increase of credit in 
the European market is very gratifying, since, as it gradually rises, India will be 
able to pay off her present debts, which bear heavy interest, by raising new 
loans at low interest. 3 


The Nydya Prakdsh (66) of the 6th December prays Government to 
introduce a gold currency into India as a remedy for 
the heavy exchange it pays for sums remitted to 
England. The arguments advanced in support of the 
suggestion are a brief resumé of those put forth in 
support of a similar request made by the Bombay Samdchar (48) of the 3rd 
instant and noticed at length in the Jast weekly summary. 


The same finds fault with Government for appointing to the Covenanted 


Civil Service a Mahomedan gentleman on the grounds 
Rig A wr yo .. Of his having rendered useful services to the State in 
a a aaliesane to the the late Afghan war, and observes that it was 
Covenanted Civil Service as hitherto considered that admission to that service 
* reward for the services was to be obtained by getting a high education 
pana him in the late only, The natives of India pointed out to Gov- 
: et ernment the insurmountable difficulties which stood 
in the way of their repairing to England to pass the competitive examinations 
held there for admission to this service, and prayed that similar examinations 
should be held in India also. Under the plea of conceding this point, the 
Indian authorities have fixed their own wish as the standard for admission, 
and appoint anybody they like to the Civil Service. Of late, however, they 
appear to have gone further than that in making the appointment a reward 
for certain services, as is clear from the instance mentioned above. But their 
conduct is evidently objectionable. Such natives should be appointed to the 
service as would ably and satisfactorily perform the responsible duties of their 
office and would give no cause to their native brethren for objecting to their 
_ #ppomtment. It is, therefore, advisable that the course of appointing natives 
who have rendered valuable services to Government should no longer be followed, 
and that admission to the service should be by no other door than that of 3 
Competitive examination held in India. 


Prays Government to intro- 
duce a gold currency into 


D 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 6th December, referring to the reply given 

by the Honorable Mr. Gibbs to a deputation from 

Advises Government to the Telephone Company, that the question would be 

op oe a cr Me Alea re-considered, hopes that no shortsighted crotchets 

ty cdaghies India. «Will be allowed to come in the way of supplying the 
phone in é : : 

commercial community of Bombay with a most 

important instrument of communication which has been found to work with 

such success in other parts of the world. The work cannot be so successfully 

and economically managed by Government as by private agency, and as Mr. 

Leggat has furnished himself with the best men, money, and materials, it is 


hoped that Government will see their way to make this concession to him. 


~ The Native Opinion (5) of the 5th December, referring to His Excellency 
the Viceroy’s reply to the address presented to him by 


Refers to a remark by Lord the Poona Sérvajanik Sabhd, differs from His Lordship 
og coger’ — cor ace in regard to his remark that the Viceroy should not 


saith speak much, because if he will not speak on such 
ici a occasions, how are the public to know his views? 
There is no Parliament in India, and no questions can be asked. The State 
work is done in secret. Indeed secrecy and unnecessary secrecy, -is the, 


besetting sin of many of the departments. It is only on public occasions that 
the natives ean get the Governors to speak. 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 5th December, in giving the substanee of His 


, Excellency the Viceroy’s speech at the dinner at the 
Makes remarks on His Byculla Club, observes that no trace is to be found in 
Excellency the Viceroy’s this speech of His Excellency’s political views and 
speech at the dinner at the , | . . 
Byculla Club. sentiments. The uninterrupted praise of the former 
Governors of Bombay may have gratified their friends, 
but the native public cannot share the same sentiment. His Excellency being 
_ the highest official representing the Crown in this country, all classes of Her 
Imperial Majesty’s subjects were anxious to learn from his lips the policy he 
intends to adopt and the measures he will take for the improvement and pros- 
perity of the country’; and he should have satisfied their legitimate curiosity in 


this matter. (The Yajdan Parast (54) of the same date expresses somewhat 
similar sentiments.) 


The Bombay Samdchar (48) of the 9th December, in alluding to Lord Ripon’s 
remark in his speech at the Lahore Darbar, that it will 

Requests the Viceroy mot be his constant endeavour during his administration 
pe 3 gg “0 wey - of Indian affairs to walk in the footsteps of, and to 
Lond lalien’s olmsicisication. apply the principles adopted by, Lord Lawrence, 
observes that this announcement has gratified the 

people not only of India but of England also, who sanguinely expect to see peace 
and plenty in the Indian Empire during His Lordship’s administration. It is 
no wonder that it should be so, since the bitterest fruit of the setting aside of 
Lord Lawrenee’s policy is the unhappy Afghan war, which has resulted in the 
loss of many brave soldiers and a large amount of money. The result of the 
war has, moreover, been that the connection of India with Afghanistan has 
me more unsatisfactory than before. There was a Native Envoy at the 
Court of Cabul before the breaking out of the hostilities, ostensibly undertaken 
to enable the British Government to loeate a European Envoy at that Court. 
But at their close the security of not only a European but also a Native Envoy 
in that country could not be guaranteed. Thus the policy adopted by Lord 
Lytton has proved a total failure. Under these circumstances, Lord Lawrence’s 
policy of non-interference with foreign States is most desirable. But it depends 
solely upon Lord Ripon to earry it out. Only the head of the administration 
which adopted the injurious foreign policy has left this country, but his eo- 
adjutors and advisers are still in India, and the new Viceroy, who will have to take 
great care that they do not lead him to adopt the policy of his predecessor and 
to follow in his footsteps in several other important State matters. : 


The Gujardti (64) of the 5th December observes that the reply given by 


His Excellency the Viceroy in regard to the Facto 

Makes remar y tne ga ry 
Matay ban ks on the Bill in answer to the stivies from the Bombay Cham- 
ber of Commerce is disheartening. The Bill will be by 


no means beneficial when it becomes a law, but will crush down the rising cotton 
industry of this country. The arrangement suggested by the Chamber in 

to children under ten years employed in factories is proper; but no 
restriction should be placed in the case of males and females older than ten 
years. If His Excellency carefully considers the Bill, he will see that it is not 
proper to impose a restriction on the working hours of the labourers in this 
country, especially in the case of a new and rising industry. 


The Kaira, Vartamdn (70) of the 8th December observes that the rules 
published in regard to the taking of the approaching 
Requests Government to census do not state whether those who will go for a 


seed goes ery a. ae few days to some other place than-that where they 
son aie ie usually reside and are there on the day of census, 


should be considered the residents of the former or of 
the latter place. On the occasion of the taking of the census of 1872 they were 
considered residents of the place where they were on the day of the census. 
But this mode of computation gives a wrong idea of the number of the usual 
residents of a place, and hence it seems proper that they should be considered 
the residents of the places where they usually reside. The Vartamdén hopes 
that Government will issue clear orders on this important point. vee 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 5th December, in alluding to the recent telegram 
- from London, that there is a rumour there that the 
oredr Fa we a pen ha of India contemplate abolishing the 
he aholished. ress Commissionership, observes that when that 
office was created, nobody expected that any advan- 
tages would be derived from it; on the other hard, it was feared that it would 
prove injurious, as it was formed in connection with the Press Act, which is a 
stain on Lord Lytton’s administration. But by the good fortune of the natives, 
the Commissionership has proved to be of quite a different nature from that of 
the Press Act. While the latter has enslaved and overawed the Vernaqplar 
Press, the former has granted it some independence and raised its position. 
Before the creation of the Commissionership, the Native Press was wholly 
dependent on and at the mercy of the Anglo-Indian papers for official news and 
had to copy it from them. ‘The Commissioner noy supplies official information 
alike to the Vernacular and the Anglo-Indian Press, and the native public has 
thus been enabled to get fresh official information earlier than before. Thus the 
Commissionership is a great blessing to the Vernacular Press, and its abolition 
would be a great injustice to that Press and to the native public. Nor would 
Government derive any benefit by doing so, since the advantages from it far out- 
weigh the small amount spent upon it. The reason for its proposed abolition is 
said to be that Sir John Strachey wants to wreak his vengeance upon the Native 
Press for its bold denunciations of Lord Lytton’s policy. It cannot be known 
how much truth there is in this report ; but in the absence of any other reason, 
and considering Sir John’s disposition, it may be believed to be true. Whatever 
may be the real reasons for the cr No abolition, the native public ought 
to make a protest against it. To keep in existence the Vernacular Press Act 
of which the native public has so much complained, and to abolish the Press 
Commissionership which has caused them so much convenience, is to let an evil 
continue and to withdraw a blessing. It is, however, not a little gratifying that 
the people of England also disapprove of the step. It is, therefore, hoped that 
Lord Ripon will not allow the Commissionership to be abolished. (The 
Gujardti (64) of the same date expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 11th aig vase observes hee several 
officers of the Bengal Presidency have informed the 

S. rab eee eee Lieutenant Sesteaee tae the m3 le of that part of 
| as the country are satisfied with the license-tax, and that 
the latter officer has accepted their statement without hesitation and has | 
& congratulatory resolution on it. But there is little probability of their 
statement being true. If the people of Bengal do not complain of this tax, it is 
cause they see that there is no use in complaining of it any more. There is no 
doubt that the levy is a heavy burden which is very distasteful to all who bear 
it, and that it is paid unwillingly and as a matter of indispensable necessity. 
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The people are quite tired of making petitions to the Indian and Homid 
authorities to abolish it. After seeing that the late Ministry would not do so, the 
entertained sanguine hopes about the present Government, since the latter, when 
out of office, loudly denounced the late Ministry for imposing this burden. But 
they have been sorely disappointed in that respect. It is nv wonder then that 
the people should not raise their voice any more against the tax. When there is 
no hope of the tax being abolished, it behoves Governmentat least to make some 
improvement in the mode of assessing it. Its said that the tax is the more 
objected to, because the people are assessed anew every year and varying 
demands are made upon them in different years. So if a settled rate is fixed 
according to the ability of each rate-payer and is varied in exceptional years 
only, less objection will be raised against the tax. This suggestion is appropriate 
and ought to be adopted throughout the country. for all this, however, the 
people will not be satisfied, unless the tax is wholly abolished. 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 5th Decémber contains the translation of a 


circular order addressed by the Collector of Thana to 


_ Refers to a circular order thé Mamilatddrs subordinate to him, the substance of 
by the Collector of Thana 


| Ps which is as follows:—1. In reference to pure dumala 
pone aaa — (alienated) lands, which are subject to Gorapeied 
dues like judi, if the holder fails to pay the Govern- 
ment dues at the specified times, hé will forfeit all his rights to the land which 
will thenceforth belong to Government. 2. If a ryot, who is not a dumaia 
holder, fails to pay the Government assessment due from any land, the whole 
and in his possession will be forfeited to Government. 3. Even when the 
rights to any land have been held forfeit, the arrears of revenue due from such 
land should be recovered by other means mentioned in Chapter II. of the 
Revenue Code. 4. The 1st of January and the 16th of February should be 
the fixed dates for receiving the first and the second instalments respectively. 
The Opinion then continues thus— Can any friend of our agriculturists read 
the above order of the Collector and refrain from ejaculating—‘ Oh, monstrous !’ 
One is surprised to find the order say that it is passed in pursuance of certain 
Government resolutions. If this be correct, as it seems likely to be, then it 
supplies a strong justification for the strictures recently passed by the Honor- 
able Mr. Latham in the local Legislative Council, on the practice of the Execu- 
tive Government of excluding the voice of the public in the passing of the most 
momentous measures. The order in question would appear to be promulgated 
in pursuance of rules framed by Government under Section 214 of Act V. of 
1879. Now we dare say that if such a thing as declaring an indm holding of 
whatever standing at once forfeit on failure to pay the judi on any specified 
day had been placed before the Legislative Council for adoption at the time 
when the Land Revenue Code was passed, the proposal would at once have been 
scouted, and would have evoked sharp criticism from the outside public. 
Sections 56 and 153 of the said Revenue Code do indeed contemplate forfeiture 
on default under certain circumstances. But in@oth sections nothing more is 
done than a simple reservation of that power to Government in extreme cases. 
That nothing was farther from the mind of the framers of that enactment than 
a wholesale eviction, which the Collector’s order in question would appear to 
contemplate, would be clear from the circumstances that several means le 
stringent have been laid down for the realization of the land revenue, and that 
Section 169 provides that a proposed revenue sale shall be stayed if the defaulter 
or any one on his behalf pays his arrears or furnishes security for the payment 
thereof at any time before the day fixed for the sale. Let the most sanguine 
supporter of the present revenue system like our contemporary of the Indian 
Spectator say whether the above order of the Collector is in keeping with the 
spirit of Section 169.” (The Shubha Suchak (29) of the 3rd December makes 


similar remarks in connection with the new rules with regard to the collection 
ofthe land revenue in the Bombay Presidency.) 


The Subodha Patriké (6) of the 5th December is of opinion that while 

Mal ee something may be said in favour of the Government 
Oita Ao te 1s’ Reliot #dopting political measures in this country without 
Act, P — consulting the natives, the same cannot be said of 
certain legislative measures which have no political 


eis! 
Ss at 25 f 
ae 


eH 
ee Bed, ) 
STA cat gure it 
he ) ae =e? 
a og ade a 
> ae 


8 


object, and which are intended simply for the benefit of the people. It would 
be much better in the latter cases to see beforehand how far a proposed measure 
is acceptable to the people themselves, as in the absence of any such test, it 
not unfrequently happens that the object of Government in passing a law, 
however laudable in itself, is entirely frustrated by its unsuitability to the 
requirements of the people. The Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act isan instance 
tothe point. The appointment of Conciliators and others according to this | 
Act isno doubt a useful measure, but.the main object of this legal enactment— 

that of freeing the ryots from their state of indebtedness—is entirely lost, even 
according to authorities like the Bombay Gazette. As the Conciliators have 
been appointed, it may be worth while to ask them to furnish reports to Gov- 
ernment with regard to the condition of the ryots and to take their suggestions 
into consideration in adopting any fresh measure for the amelioration of the ryots’ 
condition. ‘The Conciliators should take a real interest in their work, and should 
also keep the Press well informed of the actual state of the people. It is also 
necessary that Government should make two important reforms in the appoint- 
ment of the Conciliators, namely, that they should choose them by the consent of 
the people, and should not allow them to hold that office for more than one year 
or some other fixed period. This will serve as a check on those officers. If 
these suggestions are adopted, the ryots will be freed from the trouble and 
expense of resorting to the civil courts. The Bombay Gazette says that only 
some sowkdrs have bound themselves to the ryots by an agreement extending 
over ten or twelve years, but that the probability of recovering a debt is nearly 
the same in all cases. The ryots can only pay off their debts if they can in the 
first place get their daily meal. Such being their condition, it is not likely 
that the Act will be of any good to them, although the appointment of Concilia- 
tors is in itself calculated to be of great use. As soon as the ryots are relieved 
of their old debt, they are obliged to incur a new one, nor are the sowkars 


_ willing to accommodate them on account of what they have already suffered 


from the interference of the Government. So that the practical effect of the 


Act is that the ryots are debarred from borrowing money from the sowkdrs, 
without which, however, they cannot manage to pull on. 


The same, observing that there is not a single private English school for 


native boys kept by natives either in Bombay or in 


Makes remarks on the grant- : os 
in-aid system of the Eeiuca. ©2028 which receives any grant-in aid from the 


tional Department. Educational Department, while there are sundry 

schools kept by various Missionary bodies which do 
receive the grant, says: “ We wish to ask the Government of Bombay whether 
all this is as it should be, whether the state of matters we-have mentioned is 


one which they consider to be consonant with justice and fairness towards 


native educational enterprise in this Presidency, and whether they consider 
that that state of matters was desired or contemplated by those who originally 
founded the system of grants-in-aid. We also wish to draw the attention of 
our own public men to this State of matters, and put it to them, whether they 
will continue to sit with folded hands in presence of it, whether they do not 
consider it their duty to draw the attention of Government to the real details 
of this matter and the effect upon education generally of the course which the 
Department of Public Instruction has adopted. We venture to think that the 
matter is one in which our people should at once make proper representations 


to the authorities, so that we may at least have an explanation of the causes 
which have brought about so startling a result.” 


The Akbhdre Sowddgar (50) of the 9th December, in alluding to the 
Thinks that Gor . intention of Government to deduct rupees fifteen 
have not done right , imaat. thousand from the police grant as the municipal 
ing upon deducting the contribution to the working of the C. D. Act, observes 
oa ee pcre contribu- that this step on the part of Government is an insult 
C. D. Act mtg * a to the Corporation, and if it is not protested against, 
grant. eo will form a bad precedent to enable Government to 
Co : expend municipal funds against the wishes of the 
to fie The Corporation, after a deep consideration of the subject, came 


He conclusion that it ought not to contribute anything to the working of 
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the C. D. Act; and if Government are held to have acted rightly in insisting 
upon the contribution, the Corporation would lose all its influence. | 


The Bombay Chronicle (44) of the 5th December contains the following 
para. in its English portion :—“ The Government has 

— _ = of a not condescended to furnish any excuse for the free 
piece of ground anc rupees grant of a very valuable piece of ground. and Rs. 5,000 
five thot tag  cherh at ‘towards building a church on Malabér Hill for the 


- Malabér Hill in Bombay. wealthiest and most influential classes of Europeans 
oe and other Christians in that locality. In fact, we do 
not believe Government can very well advance an id excuse for the 


urprising departure from its policy of neutrality in the religious concerns of 
Ste abe of all classes and creeds; nor do we believe that the Government, 
under similar circumstances, would be found willing to sanction a similar grant 
towards the building of a Mahomedan Masjid or a Hindu temple. The grant 
to the church, therefore, must be regarded as a serious mistake, if not a high- 
handed proceeding on the part of the State, which, while professing religious 
neutrality as a part of its political creed, has not hesitated to favour a sect, which 
of all others ought to have been refused such an unfair advantage for the sake of 
the reputation of the Government and the peace of mind of a confiding and 
dumb people.” 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 5th December contains a communication, 


the writer of which speaks highly of the port of Gogo 
Requests Government to as affording shelter even to large ships and steamers 


connect ~ et Se ® and observes that its trade has been decreasing for 
ted Bal ace: *- gome time past but that if Government connect it by a 


branch line with the railway which is sixteen miles 
distant from it, it will serve as a mart for the whole province of K4thidwar. 
At present goods have to be sent from Bh4vnagar to Wadhwan and thence 
to Ahmedabad, and thus they have to travel four hundred and fifty miles to 
reach Bombay. Again, the port of Bhévnagar is small and inconvenient, and is 
not safe for large’ ships and steamers which can visit it for about eight months 
in the year only ; while they can visit Gogo throughout the year, and the 
voyage is shorter than that to Bhavnagar. If Bhavnagar is likely to suffer a 
loss by the construction of the branch line to Gogo, it should be permitted to 
construct it and to receive the income derived from it. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 9th December, in 
3 , alluding to the approaching visit of His Excellency 
Jays down a programme the Governor to Kathidwar, observes that His Excel- 
Pde Sse ances =~ lency should not suppose from the jewels worn by the 
os ie alana dali i, Native Chiefs and the rich dresses on the persons of 
Kathiawar, the people that the province is rich, but should 
enquire into its real condition. He should not 
judge of the trade of the province from the painted and decorated houses he 
may see, bat enquire if any hindrances stand in its way, remove them if 
there be any, and adopt measures for its prosperity. To ascertain this he should 
receive from, and pay to, private persons visits at which the subject should be 
carefully broached. He should pay visits to the judicial courts and the jails, 
and ascertain for himself their real condition. It is also desirable to find out 
whether the owners of small plots of land taken up for the Kathiawér Railway 
have received due eompensation. Wherever Government have erected buildi 
upon private lands, they have ascertained the annual income derived by their 
owners from those plots and pay them an equal amount every year; and there 
18 no good reason why the proprietors of the Kathidwd4r Railway should not 
follow the same rule. It is no less important to ascertain the effect of the 
arrangements made regarding salt and of the systems of land revenue followed - 
in the Native States, as also to find out whether it is desirable to make some 
remissions to Girdssi4s, who eke out their wretched livelihood from lands under 
the Government stations in the province. His Excellency should also visit the 
villages without announcing his intention beforehand, and observe their con- 
dition ; he should ascertain why higher tenders were accepted by the railwa’ 
authorities in preference to lower ones; and he should decide whether it is 
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desirable that the British Government should continue to bear the annual cost 
of the maintenance of the road from Gogo to Ahmedabad, or whether it should 
be made over in portions to the Native Princes, through whose territory it 


— | 
The Bodha Sudhakar (13) of the 8th December points out the necessity of 


| the Government officers, while on tour, exercising 
Advises op cri vam rages. greater supervision over their subordinates and others 
while on ‘our, io le more with the intention of discovering fraud wherever it 
may exist. The object of Government in making 
their officers go on circuit or tours is to enable them to become acquainted with 
the real condition of the people in their several districts. They should see that 
the village officers do not practise any kind of oppression on the people,’ that 
there are no dangerous characters in the district, and that the ryots have nothing 
to complain of. Instead of domg anything of this kind, however, the Mim- 
latdérs, when they go on tours, perform only their routine work in conneetion 
with deciding cases and surveying lands, and hasten back to their head-quarters. 
The same may be said of the Collectors and their Assistants. The Police officers 
too do no better. Everybody has some fixed object in view while on his tour, 
and the real condition and grievances of the people are-known to very few. 
To give an instance of what an officer may do if he is in earnest, the Sudhdkar 
mentions the case of Kh4n Bahadur Abdal Séheb, for some time Police Inspector 
in the S4téra District, who, while on tour at Umbraj in the Karhdéd Tluka, found, 
after minute enquiries, that the register in connection with the Government pound 
for cattle there was not properly kept. The same officer also found that wrong 
entries were made in the register of attendance of suspicious persons. An 
instance of this latter kind of fraud was detected about two years ago at 
Dhavadshi in the Sétéra Taluka, but no notice has been hitherto taken of it by 
Government. With regard to the case of some animals not having been entered 
in the register of the cattle pound, a statement was forwarded to the Commis- 
sioner, C. D., about fifteen months ago, and that officer, having referred it to 
the authorities at Sdtdéra, the Police officer named above supplied them with 
the full particulars of the case. This happened about four or five months ago, 
but nothing with regard to it has yet transpired. If other officers were to 
exhibit the same zeal for their work as Abdul Sdheb, the hands of Government 
would be greatly strengthened. 


The Dhaérwdr Vritta (32) of the 2nd December invites the attention of 


_ Government to a communication to the Bombay 

Pap ea on the working Gazette during the week ending the 27th of November 
the Dhérwar District. y a correspondent from Dharwér on the working of 
the Cotton Department in that district and the 
“voluntary” subscriptions taken from the people under the name of Charakh Patti. 
The Vritia asks the Government to see how far the statements in that letter 
tally with the spirit of their resolution on the question. The “voluntary” 


subscriptions have become a greater source of oppression in the district than the 
taxes of Government. 


The Hitechhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 9th December observes that the 


Wardgada salt which was sold at Ahmedabad at 28 
eran had oi oe sold shers for a rupee a few days ago, is now sold there at 
rupees two and a half per maund (or at 16 shers per 
rupee). The rumour among the people was that Government had increased 
the duty on salt, and con sequently -it was sold so very dear, and that the price 
would go up still higher ; and hence several ignorant persons commenced storing 
the article. On an enquiry in proper quarters, however, it has been found that 
as there is not a sufficient supply of salt at Khdréghor4, Government have 
stopped sales, and that new salt will be produced after January next. Since 
vernment have reserved to themselves the monopoly of manufacturing salt, it 
_Was their duty to produce it in sufficient quantities. It is their fault that they 
allow fewer salt-works to be worked now when salt is supplied to Native States 
also, than those which existed before when the British territory alone had to be 
supplied. The officers of the Salt Department ought to inform the public from 
‘ime to time as to the quantity of salt they have in store. 
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‘he Dunidddd (72) of thé 30th November states that though Government 
: sell opium to the contractor at Naridd at Rs. 13 (per 
Complains that the con- pound?), yet the latter sells it to the people at the 
tractor oy ge te ae weight of Rs. 2} per rupee, the rate at which it was 
irog ety a ~ gold when the contractor got it from Government at 
: Rs. 13-12-0 (per pound). The Collector of Kaira is 
said to have ordered the contractor, since the reduction of the rate, to sell the 
drug at the weight of Rs. 23 per rupee, but he does not do so. This is apparent 
injustice to the poor retail customers. It is also complained that an inferior 

drug is sold now-a-days in that town. 


A correspondent of the Hitechhu (47) ee secre of thé 2nd December 
errr _. Observes that the villages of Mahis4é, Kaprupar, Pordé 
ake al Gdn den and Dan4, which formerly belonged to the twenty: 
of the Kaira District levy two tdlukas of Mahi Kéntha, are now included in 
larger sums than the assessed the Kapadwanj, Thasr4 and Nadidd TAlukas of the 
land revenue for certain Kaira District. The Mukhi Matddars of these villages 
eines exact from the ryots a larger sum than the Govern- 
ment assessment, and expend the excess over the Government demand in supply- 
ing provisions to some Government servants, Bhéts, Bhinds, &c. It behoves 
Government, therefore, to issue a strict injunction to the Matddd4rs not to levy 
any amount in excess of the Government demand for land assessment, and to 


order them to give written receipts to the ryots for the amount received from 
them as land assessment. 


The Guwardt Mitra (45) of the 5th Decémber observes that when the 
- British troops march from one place to another, the 
Requests Government to ryots as well as the professional cartmen of the places 
hibit theexaction of forced 4+ which the troops halt on their line of march run 
ur from cartmen for the ‘ A “ ‘ 
service of troopson a march: ®Way with their carts and bullocks in order to avoid 
being pressed into the service of the troops, and 
consequently the traffic of that part of the country comes to a standstill for 
some time. ‘The reason of this is said to be (with how much truth it is not 
known) that the troops ill-treat the bullocks, and do not leave the carts at the 
stages at which they ought to be permitted to go back to their respective 
villages, and that the revenue and police authorities of the districts and their 
subordinates, to whom the work of providing carts is entrusted, seize too many 
carts in the first instance to the great annoyance of the ryots. If the two 
above-mentioned evils are removed, there need be no uneasiness among the 
ryots for the call made upon them to provide carts for the use of troopson a 
march. Last week a battery was on the march from the southern to the northern 
part of the Ahmedabad District, and on their line of march the disappearance 
of cartmen with their carts hindered traffic for a few days. This fresh incident 
has induced the Mitra to repeat its prayer to Government frequently made 
before to make some arrangements to remove the evil. 


The Hitechhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 2nd December states that the 


Sub-Registrar of Ahmedabad generally attends his 

Complains that the Sub- office at 2 p.u., and consequently the people of the sur- 
a . Somatebed rounding villages, who come for registration work, are 
the day. o not able to return home the same day after transacting 


GE their business. If he is made tu attend office at 10 
or 1] a.m., it will be of great convenience to the people. 


The Jame Jamsed (49) of the 9th December, in alluding to the last final 
examination of the students of the Grant Medical 


wn xd nae ~ Oollone College in Bombay for the degree of L. M. &5&., 


: observes that though the examinations are more strictly 
etidhinees for a arog conducted now than in previous years, the passed 
LM. & 8. students are not, it is said, so proficient in their compen 

as those who passed in former years. Again, the 

unpassed students say that the College Professors haiak the examiners, 
they pass such students only as are their favourites, and pluck those who do 
hot enjoy their favour. Though the Jdéme Jamsed cannot vouch for the 
‘Of the latter complaint, it seems right that it should be inquired into. 


~ 
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Even a cursory consideration shows that it is not right to make the College 
Professors examiners for the final examination, when other independent men 
can be had in sufficient numbers in such a place as Bombay. 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakash (4) of the 6th December, writing from 
Ndgotna, hears that the 7hitnis of the Collector of 
Makes pense ew Kolaba, named Bél R4mchandra Donde, who is a 
ee ollie at Koléba. Parbhu by caste, is very hard upon the Brahmin clerks 
under him, some of whom have not only been not 
promoted but also have been reduced in rank. One man, whom the late 
Collector, Mr. Hogg, had declared to be unfit for employment in Government 
service on a salary of more than thirty rupees, has been re-employed since 
the retirement of that Collector, and is now serving as a Chiinis in another 
district. If this has been done by the present Collector with a full knowledge 
of his predecessor’s wishes, there is nothing objectionable in it ; but if it should 
not be so, it is a strange proceeding. 


, The Khdandesh Vaibhav (41) of the 3rd, and_ the 

Are glad to hear that Kan- Nagar Samdchdr (40) of the 4th December are glad to 

dahar is not to be retained. hear that the British Government has resolved to 
abandon Kandahar. 


Native States. 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) rf the “9 December, referring to Cutch affairs, 

fai wonders why His Excellency Sir James Fergusson’s 

ah ' Government is so supine with regard to that State. 
Minority administrations, whether under joint managers or Councils of Regency, 
have generally proved themselves so acceptable to the people of the States in 
whose interests they are conducted, that the causes of their failure deserve to 
be seriously inquired into. Even in Cutch, the Regency Administration worked 
very smoothly until very recently. It would, therefore, be unfair to find fault 
with the constitutions of Joint Administrations or Regency Councils. When 
Colonel Barton presided over the Council of Regency, much substantial good 
was done to the State. Extensive tracts of waste land, measuring more than 
30,000 acres, were brought under cultivation by judicious arrangements; the 
mineral resources of the country were being developed by the employment of 
a scientific expert specially brought from Europe; forest conservancy was 
opened and the organization of the police was placed on a better footing. 
ajor Reeves, on the contrary, appears to have signalized his career by simply 
uprooting what it had taken his predecessors in the Council and the late Divan 
years to consolidate. He set out with applying his shears indiscriminately, 
clipping one department and dislocating another, while adding redundant 
élements to a third. The Bombay Gazette has already expressed its opinion 
that this Political officer is sadly deficient in experience. Wherever he has 
served, whether in Savant V4di, Gondal, or Rewa K4ntha, he has seldom given 
mise of high administrative talent or political tact. On the contrary he 

s exhibited the qualities more of an iconoclast than of an organizer, of a 
mischief-maker than of a conciliator. For asimple municipal offence at Savant 
Vadi, he is said to have visited the offender with undue severity of punishment, for 
which it is said that he was censured by the Bombay Government. Is this the 
sort of Political officer to be pitch-forked into the very responsible office connected 
with the charge of a minority administration? The Indu knows of one Native 
State in K4thidwdr, whose chief native officer offered to resign rather than 
accept Major Reeves for his colleague in the Joint Administration. The 
Government of Sir Philip Wodehouse, rather than accept the resignation of 
€ native gentleman, let the Major alone, and it was the sad misfortune of 
Cutch to see him foisted upon itself, Lord Ripon has been lecturing to Native 
Chiefs in public Durbars, that it is not by the brilliancy of their courts and the 
power and perfection. of their armies, but by the degree of happiness their sub-— 
jects enjoy, that the good they are doing will be measured. But who is to 
check the Political Agent in his unruly and wild career, when he has a dumb 
and nominal Council under his thumb, with a whole Political Department to lean 
safely upon? This department, placing underserved confidence in its Political 
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officers, seems to forget that it has to render an account of its stewardship to the 
Prince when he comes of age. The Indu is afraid that if matters at present drifting 
into confusion are not checked, it will be difficult for those bound to give an 
account of their guardianship to acquit themselves satisfactorily. The present 
indifference of the Bombay Government may very likely be ascribed to the 
following causes:—(1). A tacit acknowledgement of a serious political blunder 
in the removal of the Council of Regency, and especially of the able 
Divan, who for four years and a half had worked to the entire satisfaction of 
the Political Agents who succeeded one after another in Cutch, of the 
Province, of the Bombay Government, and of the Secretary of State for 
India. (2). Ignorance on the part of the Judicial and Political Members 
of the Bombay Council of the antecedents of those constituting the personnel 
of the Regency Council and of the real-bearings of the questions agitating 
Cutch. (8). Want of an intimate knowl of Cutch on the part of His Excel- 
lency Sir James Fergusson. (4). The desire on the part of the Political 
Department of the Bombay Council not to lower its prestige and the prestige 
of his Agent by removing him from his present office. The Jndu does not 
believe that the fact of the Political Agent being the son of a former 
member of the Bombay Council or a relative of the present Political 
Secretary can have anything to do with the supineness of the Government. 
The Indu entertains too high a respect for the Secretary to suppose even 
for a moment that considerations other than those of State policy would 
guide his proceedings. But it cannot be denied that the hot-headedness of 
Major Reeves has led and will very probably lead him into many indiscreet 
proceedings, which even his own better judgment formed in cooler moments 
would not approve. - As the Bombay Review says, all serious work of the State 
is at a standstill, and the Political Agent seems to be wasting his own time 
and that of every official under him by the confusion he has introduced. The 
well-disposed officials feel that they are under a reign of terror, and the people 
generally are dissatisfied with the manner in which the administration of the 
State is being conducted. But the worst of the whole matter, according to the 
Review, is, that the widowed Rani is very much disconcerted at the present 
state of affairs, The Indu has one suggestion to offer. It is, that since His 
Excellency Sir James Fergusson is shortly going to Kathidwdr, it would be 
desirable that he should visit Cutch and learn by a personal inspection of the state 
of things, how matters really stand. This will give His Excellency a much 
clearer insight into the present neglected affairs of that province. But if the 
Bombay Government should feel any hesitation to move in the matter, it is 
high time that His Excellency the Viceroy looked a little more deeply. in order 
that a timely remedy may be applied. At any rate Cutch affairs deserve the 
most careful attention of high authorities at the present moment. 


Municipaliives. - 
The Hitechhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 2nd December, in alluding to the 
| notice served by the Commissioner, N. D., on the 
Disapproves of the pro- people of that city to the effect that if they wish to 
ee Madhavparun object to the inclusion of Médhavparun, Hariparun, 
r suburbs of Ahmed- ° ss : es as" 

abad within the city Munici- Borrodaileparun, &c., within the city municipal limits, 
pal limits. they should do so within two months from the date 
of the notice, observes that these suburbs mostly con- 
tai shops of the traders of the city, who will have to pay some additional 
municipal taxes, if the municipal limits are extended to those parts. For instance, 
if any of the shops require repairs and timber is brought in for that purpose, 
municipal duty will be exacted on it. Again, the work of cleaning the privies 
of the suburbs is now done very cheaply ; but in the case of the extension of the 
municipal limits, a heavy tax would be imposed on each privy. Several other 
municipal duties will be exacted from the traders of these suburbs, who will 
mcrease the prices of their goods in order to compensate themselves for these 

payments, and in the end the people of the city will have to pay double munici- 
pal taxes. It behoves the citizens, therefore, to protest against the extension of 
the municipal limits to these suburbs. (The Ahmedabad Samachar (69) of the 


Ist, and the Samsher Bahadur (68) of the 3rd December disapprove of the 
Proposal for somewhat similar reasons.) 
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The Loka Mitra (55) of the 5th December, in alluding to the resolution of 

the Town Council to increase the salary of the Muni- 

Objects to the increase cipal Commissioner from rupees two thousand to 
made in the salary of es two thousand and five hundred after three years’ 
— se tare service and to three thousand after the completion of . 4 
i five years, observes that this increase has been made 4 
without good cause. The reason assigned for it was that it was necessary to 
enable the Commissioner to keep up his high position ; but that is not a sufficient 
reason, for it may as well be necessary to raise the salary to five thousand or more. 
It is to be regretted that while the rate-payers wish that the expenses of the 
Corporation should be reduced, their representatives should be so liberal. 
Perhaps the Covenanted Civilians, who are appointed to the Commissionership, 
consider the emoluments of the place as inadequate and not affording sufficient 
inducement to make them remain long init. But why should they alone be held 
eligible to the place? Mr. Nowroji Fardunji once observed that Uncovenanted 
Civilians might also be appointed to the Commissionership. But why should a q 
European be appointed to it? A pative can be had for a smaller salary and - 
can do the work of the office just as well as the other. 1 


ud 
hte! 


Railways. 


The Arunodaya (20) of the 5th December, referring to the statement in an 
Anglo-Indian newspaper that the authorities of the 
Pro - a about G.I. P. Railway have censured their Agents in India 
ne y- 
for their extensive employment of Europeans and 
Eurasians on the line at large salaries instead of natives who are willing 
to serve for a smaller consideration, says that as long as the present Agents of 
the Company have the matter in their own hands, there is no likelihood of their 
heeding any number of such rebukes. 


The Rast Goftdr (52) of the 5th December, in alluding to the ceremony of 
opening the Bhavnagar-Gondal Railway which will 
Hopes that the Chief of take place at Bhavnagar on the 18th instant, observes 
ee sl — ah ores oe that the Bhavnagar Darbédr will, it is said, spend about 
mony of opening the Bhév- OL¢ or two lacs of rupees on this joyous ceremony to 
nagar-Gondal Railway. which several European and native guests have been 
, invited. But it does not seem proper that such a 
large amount should be spent on it. It would be a graceful act if the Chief of 
Bhavnagar were to make a donation to the Ahmedabad Orphanage, the Secre- 
tary of which has applied to him for that purpose, in commemoration of the 
joyous occasion. ' 
The Gujarat Mitra (45) of the 5th December requests Mr. Duxbury, the 
‘T'raffic Manager of the B. B. & C. I.-Railway, to | 
oe ogg hag ary o-_4 transfer to cther places such Station Masters ined hake 
Railway to transfer to other @Ssistants as have been in one place for upwards of 
places such Station Masters five years. He should remember that the long stay 
~ sane bes ta as sare of these officers at any single station is detrimental to 
tics te Bodie °** the interests of the people as well as of the Company, 


and that the sooner they are transferred from one 
place to another the better. 
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D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Natwe Press, 
15th December 1880. | 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Kdside Mumbai (51) of the 17th December observes that Russia seems 
to have become very powerful now-a-days. It carries 
on war with some Mahomedan kingdoms and contracts 
friendship with others, in order to increase its power 
and influence. It entered upon a “successful war with Turkey and contracted 
friendship with the States in Central Asia, in order to increase its territories and 
influence. It has secared the confidence of the Afghans and the Persians, and 
has become their adviser, while the influence of the British Government with 
them has lessened. Before it gets too strong from this influence, and dares to come 
nearer to India to raise a quarrel with the British Government, measures should 
be taken to check its progress. But how will that Government, already wearied 
with the Afghan war, and having lost its influence in Afghanistan, be able to 
check the progress of a powerful Russian army? Russia pays no attention to 
the friendly overtures of England, and is likely to break the peace, if it can 
increase its territorial possessions thereby. It may even take advantage of the 
present occasion, when the British Government has failed to check its progress 
even after spending fifty krores of rupees and has thereby exhibited its weakness. 
Sooner or later England must array its forces either in Afghanistan or the 
Panjab to hinder Russian progress. Russia laughs at the mild overtures of. 
England, but it is certain that when the latter sees that the jest is carried too 
far, it will not fail to exercise all its strength to bring the former to its senses. 
Though the British have failed to secure the desired frontier in Afghanistan, 
yet, being a powerful nation in the world, it will not hold back when the time 


for war comes. It is, however, to be regretted that Russia is likely to involve 
India in another great war. 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 12th December, referring to the anxiety shown 
by the British Government concerning the extension 
: of Russian influence in the East, says: “If the 
" rug tad gio pee = A _ Government were to bestow half the care and anxiety 

cae <. Th gp on attending to the wants of the country and its 
foreign aggression. people, that they do on marking the moves of Russia 
and attempting to counteract them at great trouble 

and expense, we believe they would be in a better position to defy the bugbear of 
Russia, which at times seems to unsettle the minds of our governors. As it is, 
Government have been practically growing more and more heedless to the voice 
of the people, and fancy they can make up for the popular discontent by their 
foresight and power in guarding against foreign aggression. A greater political 
mistake could not be committed. The breathless anxiety which Government 
display about every.Russian move is not calculated to enhance the respect of the 


a subjects towards their masters, and the sooner the policy is changed the 
tter.” 


The Poona Vaibhav (18) of the 14th December wonders that the Liberal 
Praises the lovalty of the OVermment should have been blamed in England for 
ao ee 7 oe resorting to coercive measures in suppressing the 
land agitation in Ireland, and says that if a little 
mildness on the part of the Government is attended with so much opposition on 
the part of a civilized people like the Irish, it is evident that imperialism must 
reach its utmost limits before its influence will be felt in barbarous countries 
like India. But when it is found that the people of this country are quite 
content with the scanty food they can afford to get, and can at times even 
remain without it if necessary, their loyalty evidently knows no bounds, and it 
is highly gratifying that it is so. | 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 13th December rejoices at the reply given by 


Major Baring to the deputation of the Manchester 
we: of the reply given traders. The reply makes no promise, gives no 
ies cs ~~ level ang refusal, but contains a distinct intimation to the 
ders, Manchestrian agitators that they ought not to expect 

anything from the new Finance Minister. ‘“ The 


Indian customs duties,” says he, “are, as you are aware, maintained not with 
3 & 


Makes remarks on Russian 


progress in Central Asia. 


Advises the Government 


4 

any view to the protection of native industries, but for the sake of the revenue 
- which they yield.” It is this expression of opinion that the Indu regards as 
very re-assuring and makes it entertain a hope that, though there may not be a 
re-Imposition-of the duties repealed, there will not be any further repeal of the 
duties which continue to be levied. It is this distinction between viewing the 
duties (1) as levied for protective purposes, and (2) as levied for purposes of 

revenue, that was insisted on in the memorial adopted in a public meeting in this 
country in 1879, and it is the wilful disregard of this distinction that blinded the 
advocates of the repeal of the duties to the real issues in the case. The distinction 
being once clearly apprehended, it is unlikely that the Government of India will 
consent to any further repeal of the import duties with the deficit of twenty 
millions of rupees staring them in the face, and the Indu feels sure that Lord 


Hartington will join them in their endeavours at restoring equilibrium in finance. . 


The dArunodaya (20) of the 12th December, referring to Mr. Caird’s 
“pagans po recommendations that the Covenanted Civil Service 
Ce eee cmendstions. Of India should be abolished, that the natives should 
be appointed to all the places under Government 

subject to European supervision, and that those Europeans should be selected. 
from the ranks of the army, says that these views are worthy of serious 
consideration. It is quite clear that the growing poverty of India is owing to 
its being overstocked with Covenanted Civil Servants. About twenty-five years 
ago, when the revenue amounted to about thirty-five krores of rupees, the 
Government of the country was carried on smoothly within the limits of that 
sum, the people were happier than they are now, and the national debt was 
very small; whereas recently, while the revenue has almost doubled, the 
burden on the people as well as the national debt have increased in the same 
proportion! This clearly shows that the present system of administration is very 
costly, and is rapidly impoverishing the country. If this is not the case, where, 
it may be asked, does the additional revenue go to? If it has increased of late 
from thirty to sixty krores of rupees, it means that the taxation on the people 
has become double of what it was before ; and if this is so, there is no wonder 
that they should become impoverished. The increased revenue is evidently 
saekad ber the Covenanted Civil Service, because there is neither the same 
expenditure now on wars or for private political purposes, nor is the army in 
India numerically as great as was the case under the Company’s rule. Since 
the assumption of the Government of India by the Crown, the Covenanted Civil 
Service has acquired immense ascendancy, and while hundreds of new posts 
have been created, the revenue has been increased: in proportion to meet the 
increased expenditure. This course is still uninterruptedly going on, and the 
poverty of the people is keeping pace with it. It1is difficult to foresee what 
this state of things will lead to. Mr. Caird’s recommendation, therefore, with 
regard to the employment of natives to the Civil Service on smaller salaries is 
well worthy of serious consideration, inasmuch as it will have the effect of 
diminishing taxation and making the people happy. But as long as the 
Government of the country is in the hands of the Covenanted Civil Servants, 
there is not only no chance of Mr. Caird’s views being approved of, but also 
there is every likelihood of his being scouted as a madman. With regard to 
Mr. Caird’s recommendation that the land-tax should be taken in kind instead 
of in cash, the Arunodaya is of opinion that, however good the measure may be 
in itself, there are many practical difficulties in the way of doing so. A 
permanent settlement of land revenue will, however, be beneficial, both to the 
Government and the people. The land revenue will become fixed, there will 
be but little expense for collecting it, and the Government will see its way to 
keeping the expenditure within bounds. It is therefore hoped that Government 
will approve of this suggestion, so as to afford opportunities to the ryots to 


a ve the productiveness of the soil, and thus to make the country prosperous 
appy. 


The Shivdji (17) of the 10th December says that it is no doubt a gratifying 
Makes eee circumstance that Government have made an impor- 
nection ob, aed ar tant concession to the natives by creating a new Civil 
Bervice. Service for them, but it is to be regretted that the 
: system of selection adopted at present is not quite 
Salislactory. As the places in the Civil Service are of great value, it is natural 
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to expect that the best available men should be chosen to fillthem. It will no 
doubt be better to secure men belonging to high and noble families as far as 

ible, if they are possessed of the necessary qualifications, but it would not 
ba make it a rule to give the places to men belonging to such families only, 
whether they are able to do justice to them or not. The Shivdji is of opinion 
that Government should make it publicly known from what ranks of the 
people the new Civil Servants will be chosen, and should hold an examination 
of the candidates from those classes only, selecting as many of them as are 
required, and appointing them by ‘due gradation. Such an arrangement will 


secure the object of Government, and will satisfy all parties. According to the 


present arrangement, such men only can come to the front as know how to please 
their superiors ; and it is not likely that they will always be the fittest men for 
the posts. There is also every likelihood of the Native Service being filled with 
flatterers only, and able men remaining neglected. This cannot but be injurious 
to the interests of the country, and will only afford grounds for Government to 
cast discredit on the natives. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 12th December says: ‘‘ The Duke of 

Buckingham has not dazzled by artificial popularity 

Comments on the popula- 4 short-sighted people, like some other rulers we could 
rity of His Excellency the O mee 

Dake of Buckingham. name. On the contrary, we have always observed in 

his administration a desire for the solid good of the 

millions under his care. His Excellency’s attitude in connection with the Madras 

famine and the Press Act will never cease to reflect the highest credit on him 
as a genuine ruler and statesman. We need scarcely refer here to the man 

manly virtues that have adorned the life of this remarkable English nobleman. 

The Madrasis will be sorry to part with him, and-even we, at this distance, 


‘may miss the indications of quiet activity inaugurated under his regime,” 


The Dnydnodaya (7) of the 16th December says that His Excellency the 

: Duke of Buckingham, whose term of office has just 

Makes remarks onthesame. expired, has not in all respects been a successful 
| Governor, but is unpopular with the European com- 
munity of the Madras Presidency. Native society, however, recognizes his 
sound and sterling qualities, and appreciates his conscientious endeavours to 


promote the well-being of the Presidency. Few retiring Governors have been 
so addressed and feted as he. 


The Vasai Samdchdr (23) of the 12th December understands that the 
Makes remarks on the jn. °=Penditure on the gaols in India is increasing fast on 
crease of gaol expenditure, count of the large increase in the number of prison- 
| ers. This is evidently owing to the er. pe 5 & of 
the laws and the severity of the Indian Criminal Code. As the number of laws 
increases, 1f may be said to create new crimes which did not exist before. 
There is, therefore, no wonder that the gaols should be overcrowded with prison- 
ers. This is, however, to be regretted for various reasons, among which the 
increase of expenditure and the demoralizing effect of the increase of crime on 
the minds of the people are the most important. It cannot be doubted that as 
the lower classes become more and more familiarized to prison-life, the object 
of the institution of prison discipline is entirely frustrated. The Samdchér, 
therefore, suggests that the Criminal Code should be revised with the object of 
mae it less severe, so as to reduce the sphere of crime to as small an area as 
possible. 


The Shubha Suchak (29) of the 10th December writes a long article on the 


a ee inutility of holding Durbdérs. The sentiments are 


less to hold Durbérs. similar to those of the Hitechhu (47), noticed in the 
weekly summary for the week ending the 27th 
November. 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 18th December objects to the proposed 
SCS Sty oes abolition of the place of Press Commissioner, who 
shelilicn cf the rd he has done good service to the public in making 
missionership. authentic information accessible to all respectable 
journals and in breaking the monopoly which certain 

favored papers alone enjoyed before his office came into existence. It is in such 
trying times as the late Afghan war that the Press Commissioner’s office is put 


be 
foe a BT © 


upon its mettle, and it cannot be denied that it proved equal to the occasion. © 


In the present circumstances of the country, that is the only avenue through which 
the people can get glimpses of what may pass in the secrecy of Government 


offices, and it is to be hoped that the same generous spirit which opened this 
avenue will prevent its being barred. igh hes 


The Guardtz (64) of the 12th December presents an address to Lord Ripon 

on his arrival at Bombay, in which it observes that 

Loi Rinon om his arrival x, *2@ Indian subjects of Her Imperial Majesty the 
Haabey. Queen are loyal well-wishers of the Empire, and prays 
: His Lordship to pay due attention to their prayers 

and grievances. ‘lhe Gujardti then prays His Excellency to concede to the 
ple the right of sending representatives to the Viceregal and Presidency 

F opialative Councils, noting the remark of some writer that “‘ legislation 
without representation is tyranny,” and observing that most of the non-official 
members of these Councils, who are appointed by Government, are mere flatterers, 
ready to consent to any measures brought forward by the Government. The 
Gwardti is glad that His Excellency is desirous to walk in the footsteps 
of the late lamented Lord Lawrence, and to adopt the educational policy 
recommended by Lords Macaulay and Metcalfe. The Gujardtiis gratified to 
find that, unlike most of his meer: Aseria in office, Lord Ripon is desirous of 
carrying out every promise he makes, but is sorry to see that His Lordship 
has not yet repealed the Vernacular Press Act, which is detrimental to the 
interests of the people as well as the Government. His Lordship is requested 
to make due arrangements regarding the license-tax, that it may fall on the 
different classes of the subjects in proportion to the ability of each to beur it, to 
concede the right of municipal representation, to give high places under 
Government to the natives, and not to abolish the import duties until new 


industries find a fixed home in India. 


The Rast Goftdr (52) of the 12th December observes that the Anglo-Indian 
ee papers have more than once remarked that His Excel- 

Ph , hogy onan tl lency Sir James Fergusson is desirous to secure the 
commenced to do justice to love of the people; and that it is gratifying to see 
natives amd to remove the that His Excellency’s recent acts are really calculated 
+ nega | made to do justice to the natives, and to remove, as far 
a ee eee” ag nossible, the invidious distinction usually made 

between them and Europeans. The appointment of Rav Saheb Vishvanath 
Naréyan Mandlik asa Member of the Legislative Council, of Mr. Sorabji Shaépurji 
Bengdli as the Sheriff of Bombay for the next year, and of Mr. Nandbhai 
Haridas to act asa Judge of the High Court, show that His Excellency is 
anxious to give the natives high places under Government. The natives lost 
a right by the appointment of Mr. Ryan in place of Mr. Nand Moroji; but from 
the information received from a reliable source, the Rist Goftdr is able to assert 
that Sir James was for giving the place to a native and thus adhering to the State 
Secretary’s despatch, and gave it to Mr. Ryan only because the latter asked it 
as a native, and proved that he was so under the rules. It is said at Poona 
that on account of the political views entertained by Rav Bahddur Mahddev 
Govind R4nade, certain members of the Executive Council oppose his being 
appointed as the Joint Session Judge of Thana in place of Rav Bahddur Gopdlrav 
Hari Deshmukh; but Sir James was glad to see his independence of character, 
and has recommended his appointment to the Supreme Government. The 
Nomination of Mr. Kdshindth Trimbak Telang as Acting Lecturer to the 
Government Law Class, which place was hitherto reserved for briefless European 
ers, is of the above character. Sir James’ censuring a policeman on the 
Bhendi Bazér Road at Bombay for misconducting himself towards a cartman is 
said to have produced a good effect on the whole police force. His Excellency 
received in the Council Hall at Poona, against the wisbes of his advisers, the 
deputation .from the citizens of Dholka, which had come to prefer certain 
complaints against the municipality of that town. He comes daily to the 
Secretariat to do work, and hus saved those who may have business with 
a the trouble of going so far as the Government House at Parel. He has 
revived the custom of public breakfast, which was started by Sir Bartle Frere 
ut was discontinued by his ‘successors in office, and receives gentlemen who 
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may have business with him at the breakfast-table. Lady Fergusson has also 
revived the garden ies at the Government Honse. It is not a little 
gratifying that under his Government the invidious distinction hitherto made 
between the Europeans and the natives in issuing imvitations to the social 
gatherings at the Government House has so completely disappeared, that His 
Excellency invites first class natives to the public dinners at the Government 
House and to the evening parties held for Europeans. About thirty native 
ladies were present at the imposing evening party held in honor of Lord Ripon 
the other day. Sir James and Lady Fergusson have re-admitted the natives 
to the balls at the Government House, whom Sir Richard Temple had excluded 
from them, with the very praiseworthy reservation that invitations to these 
entertainments are issued to such wh biowh and respectable gentlemen as 
take their families with them to public social gatherings. Sir James and Lady 
Fergusson deserve praise for all this. 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 12th December hopes that His Excellency the 
Governor will at his approaching visit to K4thidw4r 


Pc. ety ype wea: A the not confine his attention to receiving from, and paying 
st his visit to Kithiawir, > #0 Native Chiefs formal visits, but will duly consider 


the important questions concerning that province, such 
as the railway, the arrangements about salt, the grievances of the Guasias, the 
condition of the ryots, &c. It is also to be hoped that His Excellency will 
discourage the Native Chiefs from spending money lavishly for the purpose of 
giving splendid and imposing receptions to Governors, since these Princes 
generally recover the cost of these receptions from their respective subjects 
under various pretences. If His Excellency does this, the effect cannot but 
be very salutary to the Native States of that province. (The Samsher Bahadur 
(68) of the 10th December expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 13th December, referring to the report that 
i. ee Excellency Sir James Fergusson stopped in the 
tion with the reception of the ™idst of his preface the spokesman of the deputation 
deputation of the Sarvajanik Of the Poona Sdrvajanik Sabh4 that waited on Lord 
Sabhé that waited on Lord Ripon during his short stay at Poona, believes that 
— daring his stay at Hig Excellency’s ears have been poisoned against the 
Sabhé by his colleagues in the Council. Hence, Sir 

James has shown a dislike and distrust for it ever since his arrival here. One 
circumstance throws a very strong light on the present episode. Soon after the 
Governor arrived here, the Sabha offered him an address of welcome, but he 
refused to receive it for reasons best known to himself or to his advisers. This 
circumstance, when construed with the present episode, clearly shows that it 
was Sir James’ ill-will towards the Sabh4 that prompted the interruption. His 
Exeellency evidently did not wish that the Sabhé should receive any attention 
from the Viceroy, and might have, if he could have helped it, prevented the 
reception of the address. It was Lord Ripon’s good sense and solicitude to be 
accessible to all that secured to the Sabh4 the sort of reception it obtained. 
The attitude of His Excellency Sir James Fergusson towards an influential and 
Pe ac representative body like the Sdrvajanik Sabhé is anything but 


The Bombay Samdchér (48) the 15th December, in alluding to the Cotton 
meee reed ae Frauds Bill introduced into the Bombay Legislative 
Frauds Bill. ‘08 Council, observes that the Cotton Frauds Aet is the 
Bir best instance of how several unjust laws have been 
_€nacted in India. When this law was framed and passed, everybody observed 
it was unnecessary and unjust. The object of enacting it was stated to be 
that it was intended for the benefit of the cotton trade of the country ; but 
Persons experienced in the trade and other independent writers showed the 
reas | of this ground. Notwithstanding this, the authorities enacted the 
W, and put it into force. The result of this stubbornness on the part of the 
authorities was that so long as the law remained in force, it gave rise to loud 
complaints and protestations, and the cotton merchants suffered great incon- 
venience and heavy losses. The authorities were at last convinced that the law 
4s injurious, and ought to be repealed; and last year the Secretary of State 


Yanee 


for India instructed the Bombay Government to rescind it. Notwithstanding 
this, the latter Government seems to entertain the idea that the law ought to be 
kept in existence after making certain alterations in it. The Secretary of State 
having expressed in his last year’s instructions a desire that the expensive 
Cotton Frauds Department, including the places of the Cotton Frauds rs, 
should be abolished, the Bombay Government have resolved to keep the Cotton 
Frauds Act in existence as it is with the exception of the provisions relating to 
the subjects mentioned above, and with this intention the Cotton Frauda Bill | 
has been introduced into the Legislative Council. The Samdchdr has already 
expressed its disapproval of this measure, which is detrimental to the interests 
of the trade, in whatever shape it may be allowed to remain in existence. 
English cloth mixed with vag per cent. of China clay is imported into this _ 
country and the purchasers are deceived by the fine appearance given to it by the 
mixture, and yet neither the authorities of England nor those of India think of 
prohibiting its importation! When the Cotton Frauds Bill is said to be required 
to prevent the Indian cotton trade from losing its ground in England how 
- is it that a similar anxiety is not exbibited for the English cloth trade? 
The reply to this is that it is correctly believed in England that an Act to 
prevent frauds does more injury to trade than that done by the frauds 
themselves. In England no law can be passed without the consent of the 
people thereof, and the authorities in England know that they will not get their 
consent to such alaw. In India the public voice has no share in the enactment 
of the laws, and consequently the authorities pass such laws as they themselves 
think it proper to enact. The Honorable Mr. Graham has raised such a strong 
opposition to the Cotton Frauds Bill, that he has refused to serve on the Select - 
Committee, to which the draft is entrusted for consideration. One or two other 
Members of the Council might juin him in this opposition ; but since Government 

have resolved to enact it, it is sure to be passed, and there is no use in speaking 
- any more about it. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 12th December, referring to the intention 
ats sn of Government to — Rs. 15,000 from the police 
edn praia: ; grant in payment of the expenses of the working of 
on cathe “hen te aie the C. D. ket in Bombay, says: ‘* So the Rene 
grant in payment of the Government has, after all, shown itself a veritable 
expenses of the working of Shylock! Where are all its notions of equity and 
pe. Aas im Demag. fair dealing gone to? Cust to the winds, we suppose. 
Fine spectacle it is for a Christian Government to display to its non-Christian 
subjects! Might is right. Its Politicals sit upon Native Chiefs and wring from 
them concessions for working out its selfish salt monopoly. And now it 
despoils a weak vassal of its own creation of the rights and privileges it had 
once in a fit of generosity granted him. For, in what other relation can our 
Municipal Corporation be conceived to stand to Government than that of an 
enfranchised vassal to his feudal lord? The withholding of Rs. 15,000 from 
the annual police grant is a piece of financial vandalism, which might put the 
bankrupt Turk to shame. Such an exhibition of childish petulance is altogether 
undignified on the part of a powerful, prosperous and just Government. 
Better repeal the Municipal Act and make the municipality a department of the 
State than trifle with the feelings of intelligent citizens. And yet, forsooth, we 
are asked to judge the Government by its acts! Well, we do not hesitate to 
say that we are ashamed ofthis grave abuse of power, and so are the citizens.” 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 12th December, referring to the same, 
understands that the Bombay Municipality contem- 
Disapproves of the same. plates referring the matter step by step to the British 
Parliament. ‘The Opinion considers the conduct of the 

Bombay Government as another instance of its thoughtless proceedings. i 
the administration of Sir Philip Wodehouse, the Bombay Government similarly 
withdrew a part of the police grant on some other account, but when the matter 
was referred to the Government of India, the latter told them that they had no 
nght todo so. Itis strange, therefore, that the experience then obtained should 
not have taught the Bombay Government to avoid incurring similar censure 
0a this occasion. Really speaking the Government police grant to the Bombay 
Municipality is much too small as compared with those made to Madras and 
Calcutta. It is therefore im proper for the Government to think of reducing the 
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resent grant instead of increasing it; nor does it stand to reason that they 
should compel the Municipality to defray the expenses of the working of an Act 
to which that body was opposed. It should further be remembered that the 
ice grat is an Imperial one, and that the Bombay Government merely hand 
*t over to the Municipality. It would, therefore, be illegal for them to deduct 
from the grant. It seems that the recent thoughtless proceedings of the 
Bombay Government are probably owing to the absence of an expérienced 
J ndicial officer in the Bombay Executive Council, but the Opinion is sorry that 
+t should have to write about such proceedings of the local Government 80 
frequently as it has done of late. It is true that Government can do anything 
they like if they are bent upon it, but it is neither right nor dignified that they 
should try to curtail the independence of the Bombay Municipality given to it 
by themselves. Such proceedings are calculated to create a feeling of mistrust 
in the minds of the people. 


Referring to the same, the Native Opinion in its English portion says: 
“The question of deducting Rs. 15,000 from a parti- 
Disapproves of the same. cular grant is not the real matter at issue. Govern- 
ment has to. pay a number of other items to the 
Municipality ; and if Rs. 15,000 can be deducted from one item, Rs. 50,000 can 
be taken from another, and one lac froma third. It seems to us that Manici 
Government in Bombay is over, if the Municipal budget is to be thus manipulated 
in the General Department of the Secretariat. Then again arises another 
question—Under what provision of the law has this sum of Rs. 15,000 been 
incurred on behalf of the community? We know the bludgeon clauses so 
called ; but perhaps the whole history of this will be unfolded at the right time. 
Meanwhile, we cannot help saying that the Bombay Government have distinctly 
gone a step backward in this matter.” 


The Dnydnodaya (7) of the 16th December says that the Bombay Govern- 
ment encourages self-rule with one hand and dis- 
Disapproves of the same. = eourages it with the other. The public is beginning 
to take a greater interest in Municipal affairs and the Corporation has shown 
that it has a mind of its own, and is not afraid to express it. So far well. But 
now the Government steps in, and cuts Rs. 15,000 from the police grant, because 
the Corporation declined to contribute that sum to the working of the obnoxious 
C.D. Act. This is nothing less than a high-handed act of despotism. There 
never was a better pretext for a public meeting in the ‘own Hall and a memorial 
_ to the Secretary of State than is here afforded. 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 1 ” ee is ee B to hear - as the 
Bombay Municipality has re to the expenses 
rer ome of the he om of the C. D. Act, the deveruiaa have 
threatened it by way of retaliation with the withdrawal of a part of their 
contribution to the expenses of the Bombay Police. The Indu considers this 
as a very undignified proceeding. It ill becomes a powerful Government thus 
~ to visit upon its subjects such retribution for constitutional resistance to its 
will. It was in the first place an error to force upon the people an Act which 
was declared to be mischievous by most of the people’s enlightened repre- 
sentatives, and it is an aggravation of the error to seek to defray the expenses 
of working such an Act by depriving the people of a portion of: their income, 
to which they have established a sort of prescriptive right. The intense 
unpopularity of the Act will be still further intensified by the association with - 
it of this action of the Government with respect to the withdrawal of the police 
contribution. The Act will be looked upon as the cause of this loss of revenue 
to the city. The moral effect of the measure on the minds of the people will be 
injurious in another way also. Instead of a magnanimous and considerate 
government treating their subjects with care and confidence, they have the 
spectacle of a government trifling with their subjects by setting at nought the 
solemn decision arrived at by a body set up by their own legislation. All 
this unfair dealing, the Indu attributes in some measpre to the present constitu- 
tion of the Executive Council. The Indu has more than once declared that 
the total exclusion of the Judicial element from the Council is a serious drawback 


pat ey and efficient working. It is owing to this absence of a j udicially 


officer from the Council, that miscarriage of justice has occurred on so 
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many occasions of late. The Revenue officer, however able, is always too much 
inclined to be positive and intolerant of opposition, and it is these traits in the 
character of purely Revenue officers that require to be constantly checked by 
judicial supervision. His Excellency Sir James Fergusson cannot too soon 
supplement the counsels of his energetic Revenue colleagues by the addition of 


a thoroughly capable man like Mr. Justice West or Mr. Justice Maxwell Melvill 
from the Judicial service. | 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 12th December, referring to the same, observes 
that thisstep of Government betokens high-handedness, 
_ which’has been properly opposed by the resolution of 
the Town Council to submit a protest against it to the Government of India 
ater the approval of the course by the Corporation. This decision of the Town 
Council is rather harsh; but neither the Council nor the Corporation can 
discharge their duties properly by coming to a decision milder than that. Were 
Government to bring the question forward for discussion, it could be met by 
proper arguments ; but as it is put forth as a decision, the Corporation is boun 
to take a decisive step against it. It is certainly to be regretted that such a 
difference of opinion should arise between Government and the people; and 
the Mitra would have gladly recommended the Corporation to pass over the 
question if it could be safely done; but to do so would be to let that body ever 
remain in subjection to Government. The Mira has shown before that the 
fault of raising this dispute lies with Government, who have taken this step, 
probably to assert their own greatness and power; but it shows absence of 
justice, wisdom and discretion. The letter written by them to the Corporation 
is of an arbitrary character. It is stated in it as an argument that ‘the Cor- 
poration had in April 1877 stated that in their opinion there was no objection 
to the re-introduction of a C. D. Act into Bombay.” But this does not mean that 
the Corporation ought to abide by the opinion expressed by it three and a half 
years ago. It has now decided that it is not right to re-introduce a C. D. Act, 
and this cancels its previous opinion. It is not, therefore, proper for Government 
to base a demand for contribution on the old and now cancelled decision. They 
seem to understand this impropriety, because they have made an attempt to 
give a wrong version to the recent decision. They say that the Corporation 
“had in August last expressed their willingness, when the finances of the 
Municipality admitted of it, to contribute Rs. 15,000 annually for the 
mitigation of diseases, in addition to the charges already incurred for the 
maintenance of hospitals.” This is true; but ‘‘ hospitals” and “ diseases” do 
not necessarily refer to contagious diseases, and it solely depends on the 
pleasure of the Corporation to give or refuse the contribution of Rs. 15,000. It 
is hoped that His Excellency the Vicervy will pass a just decision on the 
question. (The Rédst Goftdr (52), the Bombay Chronicle (44), the Yajyddn Parast 
(94), and the Gujardt: (64) of the same date express similar sentiments.) 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 12th December says that it was feared at 


first that Mr. Hope’s nomination to the Bombay 


Pagan: to the arene Executive Council involved injustice once again to 
r. Hopes appointment as a C1 , 
Member of the Bombay Exe. * worthy Judicial officer, Mr. Justice C. G. Kemball. 


cutive Council. But there is reason to believe that the shadow of the 
great Cullector of Surat will not swamp his friend of 
the High Court. This is to be devoutly hoped for more reasons than one. 


cag the Governor’s Council is large enough to hold both officers at the same 
me. | 


Disapproves of the same. 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 12th December says that it has often been 
asserted by over-zealous Revenue officers in India, 
oe the question that Government is the sole proprietor of the whole 
the or liege ag le land in the country, and that its actual occupants are 
land im the country. “mere tenants, The idea that the political sovereign 
ato of a country is also the landlord of the land therein 
in virtue of his position, is one of feudal times which may be quite correct in 

ngland, but which is quite erroneous as regards India. This assertion has 
recently received the support of the Famine Commissioners, who try to justify 
additional taxation on m2 9 which they recommend on the plea that the State 


as the universal landlord has a right to push to any extent its demand against 
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its agricultural subjects, who are mere tenants. Considering the general 
character of the Commissioners’ report, there is no wonder that such an 
unfounded assertion of right on the part of the Government finds a place in it. 
The people are, however, greatly indebted to Mr: Sullivan, the Madras Member 


of the Commission, for having raised his voice against the monstrous assertion. 


A correspondent of the same says that although the agricultural prospects 
of the year are not so gloomy in this Presidency as 
they once appeared to be, the same cannot be said of 
the Mélegaum and Chilisgaum ‘Télukas of the Khdndesh District, where the 
absence of the early showers of rain resulted in a scanty supply of fodder and 
the drying up of the kharif crops. On the ryots thereof complaining of their 
inability to pay in the instalments of land revenue, the Collector only 
promulgated the new rules for its collection, by which the two instalments were 
made payable at one and the same time, and in default of payment the lands, 
including indam lands, were declared forfeit to Government! The ancient practice 
in this sean was that when each crop was ready to be gathered, the 
Government ordered the land surveyors consisting of Patils, Kulkarnis, &c., to 
furnish returns as regards the state of the crops in each land. ‘The Mdmlatdar’s 
clerks thereupon fixed the assessments, and determined cases of remission, after 
which the revenue was collected in the usual manner. From this it is evident 
that the assessments were then determined each time according to the actual 
produce of the: land. This system still prevails in K4thidwdr and in the 
Gaikwad’s and the Nizam’s territories. It also prevailed at Sdtdéra until the 
annexation of that State by the British Government. The prinvipal business 
of the Collectors and their Assistants was to determine the revenue every time 
it was to be collected. This was the case in the Poona and Ahmednagar 
Districts up to 1836; but soon after that date, Messrs. Goldsmith and Wingate 
ruled that a land survey should be made, and adopted the thirty years’ 
settlement. The revenue was collected in four instalments, the last ending about 
the beginning of July. The rates fixed at that time were not exorbitant, trade 
was in a flourishing state, railroads were being constructed all over the country, 
there was a large demand for labour, and the country was in a prosperous — 
condition. But now the population has increased, while the rates have been 
doubled. The class of Zamindadrs, who interpreted the feelings of the ryots, 
has been annihilated, railway works have ceased, trade is become stagnant, 
much land is lying waste, famines have become more frequent, the soil is 
become less productive, and the ryots are not in a position to increase its 
nen eneet- The public lands which afforded mee oe to the cattle 

ve either been brought under cultivation or are reserved as forests. There is, 
therefore, greater diffic ulty of rearing cattle. All these circumstances result in 
scanty crops, while the ryots have no other resources to fall back upon. The 


Discusses the land question. 


prosperity of India depends upon the state of its agriculture, and if that is 


unsatisfactory, the ryots cannot but be, as we find them, steeped in debt. 
It is only once in ten years that the land yields a rich crop, while 
the Government assessments have been fixed on the value of that crop 
only, It is not every year that the ryot is blessed with the sort of crop on 
which the Government valuation is determined. The Revenue Survey 
determines the assessments, the Government approve of them, and the Collectors — 
serve notices on the ryots accordingly, but no one ever enquires whether the 
land has yielded the usual crop or not. In spite of the most abject poverty of 
€ ryots, however, the Government do not tail to demand money from yi 
Some would argue that the poverty of the ryots is owing to the iness of 
the sowkdrs; but it is quite clear from what has been said above that. the fault 
18 that of the Government and not the sowkars. The twelve years’ limitation 
has been reduced by Government to three years only, and the expense attending 
the payment of the instalments has been increased. Remissions are disallowed, 
and the assessments have been fixed on a valuation of the richest crops. India 
1s thus in reality in a worse position than Ireland. The oppression practised on 
- an ryots in the present day was unknown even during the rule of the 
Fr oguls and the Peshwas. Administrators like Bajirav and Trimbakji. intro- 
uced the system of giving contracts for the revenue of the different Mahdls 
°r sub-divisions of the téluk4s. It was never the practice in those days to 
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declare the lands forfeit in default of payment. Hundreds of mirdsdér ryots 

were thus able to earn their livelihood in their ancestral village. The new rules, 

however, will now place them in the position of nomadic tribes like the Kaikddis 

and the Koldtis. This is the sort of happiness the people enjoy under British 

rule! ‘There was no such oppression during the former governments. The 

D. A. BR. Act has made the ryots altogether helpless. The sowkérs do not lend 

them any more sums on account of their insolvency. The owners of indm lands 

do not receive rent from their tenants punctually ; but the Government has 
ruled that even those lands will be declared forfeit on default of timely payment. 

There is no wonder that the Mamlatddrs and other Revenue officers have 
become most unpopular with the people. It is hoped that the public associa- 
tions will agitate the land question. One way of improving the condition of. 
the ryots is to take the revenue in kind. Secondly, the Revenue Survey should 

determine the remissions each year, and take the full amount of the assessment 

only in the case of rich crops. Thirdly, a permanent settlement of land 

revenue might be adopted, so that the ryots might no longer fear that the rates 

would be doubled after every thirty years. The first of these systems seems to 

be the best suited to the present requirements of the country. If Government 
labours ander the impression that even if the whole agricultural population 

should die away, they can get Europeans to work the soil, they are greatly 

mistuken. No European would be able to work the land under the same diffi- 

culties as the half naked ryots of this country. It is, therefore, earnestly hoped 

that Government will direct their serious attention to the amelioration of the 

condition of the Indian peasantry. (The Bodha Sudhékar (13) of the 15th 

December, in a long article, expresses almost similar sentiments.) 


Another correspondent of the same, commenting on sections 12 and 13 of 
the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act, says that 
See er o- it is not right that those contracts, which the whole 
oN oe, ane ee Oa «€6wWworld considers as legal, and which, if proper! 
Deccan Agricaltarisia’ Relie= owed have the effect of establishing friendly 
relations between the ryots and the sowkdrs, should 
be suddenly declared invalid by a set of legislators, and commented upon b 
the Subordinate Judges. The details required by these sections with regard 
to the way in which the legal documents were drawn up before the Act was 
, have practically debarred the ruined sowkérs from filing any more suits. 
The ryots, with whose consent these documents are drawn up, are not so 
ignorant as is supposed. Everybody knows his own interest perfectly well. 
Consequently, to consider the documents drawn up with the ryots’ full knowledge 
and consent as having been fraudulently obtained, and thereby to stop the 
business of the sowkdrs, cannot be considered as an act of grace. Similarly, section 
20 rules that in the case of money payments in accordance with “every” legal 
decision before or after the Act came into force, the court shall order them to 
be made by instalments. By this arrangement even in those cases in which 
the decision of a court (including the High Court) with regard to instalment ¢ 
payments is set aside by an Appellate Court, when the decision of the 
superior court comes before the original court for enforcement, the latter can by 
the terms of the section set it aside and determine the payment by instalments 
as before! So also the word “‘every” might be madeto include decisions in cases 
of mortgaged property ; although it will depend very much upon how the word 
18 interpreted by the Subordinate Judge, to whom the decision is referred for 
enforcement. No doubt, an appeal is allowable in such cases, but who can 
afford to undergo that expense and trouble? ‘There can be no question that 
section 20 is calculated to create a vast amount of confusion. Then again, with 
regard to sections 21 and 22, it is not clear whether they are applicable to le 
@ecisions passed before the Act came into force. It is consequently uncertain 
whether the decisions forwarded to the Collectors for enforcement should be 
retained by them or should be forwarded to the courts. It is said on all sides 
that this ambiguity has led to immense confusion. 


The Shivdji (17) of the 10th December, commenting on the Deccan Agri- 
SRenieente on mation 91 of culturists’ Relief Act, says that section 71 of the Act 
theD. AR. Act. ~—«*~provides that all unregistered documents passed by 
ee agriculturists or affecting the interest of the agricul- 
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tural class should be registered before the Ist of November last. The framers 
of the section have omitted, probably through oversight, to provide the mode of 
registration of these old documents. The words of the Registration Act as 
well as those of the Act under discussion positively prevent the registering of 
the documents which are not acknowledged by the debtor or ryot or by his 
representative in law. The remedy provided by the existing law is to go toa 

civil court and to establish the right thus unnecessarily called in question of the 
creditor or the lessor. The public perhaps has no very correct idea how many 
documents have been presented for registration, and what proportion of those 
documents have not been acknowledged to be true by the rascally ryot. The 
agriculturist having already got the money for which he passed the bond, is now 
quite in a position to disown the document he previously passed. Now, suppose, 
an honest man has about ten documents concerning immovable property, which, 
when they were passed, the lessee or the mortagor was not by law required to 
register, and suppose these documents are now disowned by the agriculturist ‘or 
by his legal representative. Is he to file ten suits in a civil court or courts, and 
that too within one month of the period from the dates of the Collector’s orders ? 
What the troubles of going to law are, can be far better imagined than described. 
One is likely to believe that this must be an exaggeration, but one has-only to 
refer to the files of the Registrars to be convinced that the truth is more appalling 
than the story. The interests of the witnesses and the indebted defendants 
may sometimes be the same. See now what chance the sowkdr can have of 
preserving his right over the property or even of securing the money advanced. 
Another most unexpected phase of this famous section (71) of the Act is that 
more than three-fourths of the old documents presented for registration in 
October last, are owned by agriculturists and not by Maérwddis, Gujars, or 
Brahmins. The greatest number of transfers of right either by mortgage or 


sale is among the agriculturists themselves, and not between non-agricultural 
and agricultural classes. ) 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (9) of the 13th December says that the extreme rigidity 
Refers to the new rules for Of the land revenue administration of the Bomba 
the collection of land revenue Presidency is scandalously notorious so much so that 
in the Bombay Presidency. § most of the members of the Government of India under 
Lord Lytton were cumpelled to admit the fact in unequivocal terms during the 
course of the debates on Mr. Hope’s Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Bill. Nay more, 
the Government of India stands pledged to relax considerably the rigidity of 
the existing system. The Famine Commissioners also have taken pretty nearly 
the same view, and the Secretary of State for India is also of the same opinion 
in regard to the extreme regidity of the present system. And yet, in spite of 
_ the opinion of the superior authorities, the Bombay Government has been 

aggravating the present rigidity a hundredfold by its inhuman orders. 
Aceording to the new orders, if a survey occupant, who holds, say, half a dozen 
survey numbers, fails to pay in the instalment of his assessment in respect of - 
only one of the said numbers held by him, he forfeits not only the said number 
but also all the numbers held by him, as is evident from the circular order of 
the Collector of Th4éna to the Mémlatdirs under him. There is also another 
very curious feature in one of the Government Resolutions on the strength of 
which the above-mentioned order has been issued. Suppose, a survey occupant 

olds one or more numbers, and has failed to pay in his instalment in time, 
he of course forfeits his holding; and if that holding be put to auction and 
does not fetch a price equivalent to the amount due, the occupant must find out 
the remainder somehow or other; but if it fetches more, the surplus goes to the 
Government treasury! This is however not all; suppose that the holding, after 
forfeiture, is not put to auction, in that case the occupant must nevertheless 
find money to pay in his instalment! Such are the new orders, the last of 
which is dated the 16th of September last. Is this not outdoing the sowkdr a 
* hunredfold? The Prakdsh thinks that no language can be too strong to 

condemn these infamous orders in deserved terms. 
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The Dina Bandhu (8) of the 12th December understands that Government 
eee contemplate establishing Agricultural Banks at 

ae Tt different places in the Mofussil, from which money may 

be advanced to the ryots on loan at a reasonable and moderate rate of interest. 
This project, if carried into effect, will doubtless be a great boon to the 
impoverished ryots, provided that Government forego the strict and stringent 
rules framed for the collection of the land revenue, which are to come in force 
from the 1st of January next.. If Government are at all determined to do good 
to the poor agriculturists, they must become liberal and lenient towards them 
in money matters. Some extension of time beyond the dates fixed for the 
payment of the instalments of the land tax is desirable as well as necessary, as 
without it all efforts to improve the condition of the poor agriculturists will 
prove fruitless and abortive. It can be pretty fairly assumed that the stringent 
and strict rules now adopted will make their case worse than it is at present. 
As the well-being of the country depends to a great extent on the state of its 
agriculture, it is but right that Government should now do something to 


» 205 ag the condition of those whose interests are so closely connected with 
‘ 7 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 13th December says: “Mr. Borradaile, the 


: new Collector of Surat, has assumed the role of a 
Po cge cabo oy gas strict social reformer, if we are to judge from the 
orders he has recently issued to the police of the place. 
The first order is, that no bullock-cart-driver is to possess himself of a driving 
stick with a sharp point at the end to prick into the bullocks. The second 
order prohibits the exhibition in public streets of scenes by Hindu females of 
crying and beating their breasts on the death of their relatives or friends, 
while the third order proscribes females from the use of uncouth expressions on 
marriage occasions. ‘These orders are good in their way, but too great care 
cannot be taken to see how they are enforced, lest they might unnecessaril 
interfere with the liberty of Her Majesty’s peaceful subjects, and be otherwise 
turned into engines of oppression in the hands of the police, and especially the 
police of Surat, which is notoriously corrupt, and which has but too recently 


exhibited instances of high-handedness. Cannot our Collectors temper their zeal 
with some discretion ?” 


The Gujarat Mitra (45) of the 12th December states that we! a meter? 
of artillery was taken from Surat to Ahmedabad. 
of a a It was “i start from the former place late on 
y : P 
seized to carry torches for & Saturday night, and seventeen barbers were 
the battery which recently seized on the morning of that day to carry torches 
abe Ahmedabad, have not before it onthe way. They were not allowed to go 
aa their wages, Sc. home that day to take their meals, and those who had 
some money with them purchased something from the country hawkers and 
ate it, while the rest had to go without food. The same night they went 
with the battery and after travelling eight miles from Surat, they were allowed 
to return home when the day broke. ‘The soldiers of the battery took away 
their torches and would not give them back. The barbers thus lost their torches 
and were not paid any remuneration for the work they had done. They are 
said to have made a petition to the Foujddr to get their wages and the price of 
their torches. If the above complaint be true, due attention will, no doubt, be 
paid to it; but conduct similar to the above generally makes the labouring 
unwilling to render service to troops on the march. I[t is hoped, there- 
fore, that Government will make such arrangements in this matter as will 


induce the labourers to come forward willingly to render the service required 
from them. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdér (48) of the 16th December 
observes that it is to be regretted that the Mahomedans 

Asks the Police of Surat of Surat, during the Mohorum festival, disguise them- 
0 prohibit Mahomedans from selves so as to resemble the different communities of the 
ae during town except the Pirsis. Since this spectacle hurts the 


feelings of the people, and the imitations have no 


Connection with the Mahomedan religion, it behoves the police to prohibit 


their exhibition. (The Deshi Mitra (65) of the“ same date expresses somewhat 
Sunilar sentiments in its usual humorous style.) 
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A correspondent of the Gujarat Mitra (45) of the 12th December, writing © 
from Ahmedabad, states that the supply of salt has 


Requests Government to failed in that city in consequence of the salt-works 
adopt measures to remové 


e the ‘at Khérdéghora having produced this year less salt than 
a mee they usually do. Hitherto salt was sold at 27 shers 
r rupee, but it is now sold at 14 shers. People cannot 

t it at the Government depét, and Governnient cannnot supply it to the 
ealers with whom they have made agreements and from whoni they have re- 
ceived advances. The Officers in charge of the salt-works at Kh4r4ghora had 
suggested to Governnient that the salt-works at J rn gg ey and - Dhréngdhra 
should be opened, but the suggestion was not adopted, and a scarcity of salt is 
the result. It will takethree months more before the salt-pans at Khd4réghora 
can produce a ffesh supply; and if the Ajmere Railway line is opened for traffic 
on Ist January next, a new demand for salt will arise from that quarter, and thus 
the scarcity of this article will iticrease, and its price will go up still higher. 
This is the résult, observes the Mitra; of closing all the salt-works in British 
territory and the Native States except that of Khéraghora, which has, however; 
failed to produce the necessary supply. It behoves Governnient, therefore, to 
remove the scarcity of salt which prevails at Ahmedabad by sending a large 
supply from Bombay, and to order the opening and working of the salt-pans 
- fn all parts of this Presidency which have been closed, in order to avoid 4 
serious . scarcity prevailing at any time hereafter. (The Hitechhu (47) of 
Ahmedabad of the 16th December, after lamenting over the heavy duty imposed 


by Government on such an indispensable necessary of lifé as salt, makes remarks 
sumewhat similar to the above. ) 


' The Broach Samdchér (74) of the 16th December states that last week 
2 some of the liquor-shops of that town were closed for 
Observes that the liquor- three days by order of Government, as some troops 


shops of Broach ought not to ° 
tae chen the cian had arrived there from Poona. When the troops 


halt there for a Sow days. halted at Bombay and Surat, the liquor-shops of those 

: places were not closed, and there was no good reason 
why those of Broach should have been so treated. The poor liquor-sellers 
suffer a loss and the usual customers experience great inconvenience from the 
shutting of the shops, and hence it behoves Government, which does not give up 
its fee for the days on which the shops are closed, not to order them to be closed 
when the troops halt at the station for a few days. 


The same states that for the last three years certain Mahomedans of Broach 
iat tie Ce in disguise the Mull4 of the Bohrds, and 
to prohibit the Mahomedans P2rade him through the town riding on an ass. This 
of that town from represent- conduct of theirs is highly objectionable, as it is likely 
ing in disguise the Mulla of to produce a serious quarrel between them and the 
— Bohras during the Mo- Bohrés. The Mahomedans, who are themselves so 
4558 irritable in religious matters, have no right. to offend 
others. It is said that the police wished to prohibit them from taking the 
disguise during the last Mohorum, but the latter replied that they had made a 
vow to do so for ten years. This excuse is false and childish, and ought not to 


be orale: It is, therefore, hoped that the police will not allow the imitation 
in iuture. 


The Kaira Vartamdn (70) of the 15th December has heard that a Koli boy 
and a girl of the village of ‘Utursada of the Nadiad 

Has heard that the Kolis Tdluka aged about twenty years each, having fallen 
ig village of Utursada of in love with each other, -decamped from the village. 
A pcs deh or Prete in- After some time they returned to the place, when a 
an erring eth de man and, caste-meeting was held, at which it was decided that 
girl of their caste. the heads of the young man and the woman should be 
A shaved, that their faces — va Magaagee =e P sss 
and they sho ignominiously paraded through the village with a dram 
beating before them, and then should be banished nee the place. This decision 
18 said to have been duly carried out, and is supposed to have produced a good 


effect on the members of the caste, among whom many cases of immoral sexual 
intercourse had recently occurred. 
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‘The Kdside Mumbai (51) of the 17th December observes that although the 
shops for the sale of spirits, opium, gdnjd, &c., in 

Requests ‘the Police of Bombay were closed during the last three days of the 
Bombay to prohibit he as last Roborest festival, many persons intoxicated them- 
Nag eran Co selves by using Cologne-water freely. It behoves 


the police, therefore, to prohibit the sale of Cologne- 
water also at future Mohorum festivals. 


The Hitechhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 16th December observes that the Jatis 
of the Shrawaks, the Mishris, the Gosdis who carry on 
Requests Government to 


trade, and also prostitutes appear to purchase children 
put down the trade in young . 


to be brought up to their respective callings. If strict 

pop Ha A oleae cp eos enquiries ae be as to whence they have procured 
the young children that are found with them, it will 

be found that they have been purchased. In Lundwddé alone more than fifty 
young girls will be found with prostitutes, who have, it is believed, procured 
them by paying money for them. The persons who sell the innocent children 
are generally merciless parents, gamblers and procuresses, who make it a special 
calling, as well as the Bunjéris. It behoves Government, therefore, to put 
down this traffic in human flesh with a strong hand. The above-mentioned 
classes, who are strongly suspected of purchasing children, should be compelled 
to declare before a District Magistrate in British territory and before a Political 
Agentin a Native State, as to whence they have obtained a child, whenever 
they happen to do so. Again, a census should be taken annually of the young 
children which are found witb them. If these measures are adopted cnt 
strictly enforced, the inhuman trade in children will be soon put down; and 


it would not be inappropriate to introduce the measures after the coming census. 
Native States. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 12th December, referring to Cutch affairs, 
: says: “The Bombay Review has been hammering 
motees to Outen entre. fe at Cutch and its muddled affairs with character- 
istic pertinacity. The criticisms have shed considerable light on what was 
intended to be kept a political mystery, and have won the sympathy of man 
worthy Englishmen, official as well as non-official, for the ruler and the people 
of Cutch, and more particularly for its ill-used Divan. The Bombay Gazette last 
week emphasized all that had been written by the Review on this unfortunate 
episode ; and this week we have the Indu Prakash once more entering into the 
subject with creditable outspokenness. There is much force in our contem- 
porary’s complaint of the unwillingness of the Executive to acknowledge a 
e on its part. A little firmness of this kind is, we allow, necessary for 
& Government like ours. But no exigencies of State, however pressing, can 
excuse the perpetuation of wrong done toa faithful public servant. Surely, 
Sir James Fergusson need not be reminded of the eternal claims of truth and 
justice. Cutch may cease at any time to be in a state of anarchy; but what 
about the Divin, who has made Cutch what it is? Are talent, worth and 
exemplary fidelity to be all neglected for a single act of personal indiscretion ? 
If Government were to know half so well as we do, what intense distrust is 
engendered in the ranks of the native public service by the degradation of a 
meritorious officer, we are assured they would put up with any inconvenience, 
any fancied loss of self-respect, rather than seek to avert these by sacrificing a 
deserving public servant. To us it is most humiliating to hear a powe 
vernment say ‘ we cannot undo the wrong unintentionally done by ourselves 


- ve Fresecnmors. What can neutralize the disastrous consequences of such _ 
cy 


The Native Opinion (5) of the 12th December says: “ The Bombay Gazette of | 
Nai ia the 6th instant gives the startling information that the 
lease of Prince Choudns”, Prince (of Chhota Udepur) has been kept upto this time 
from police custody. "8 under Police surveillance, and is only now released and 
allowed to gohome. Canthis betrue? It is long since 


the investigation was completed, and seeing that the prosecution completely broke 


oe | UJ 


i 


17 


down, it is surprising that the accused should have been obliged to remain so 
long under custody. We should not be dispose to believe the above report but 


for the unfortunately frequent attacks of ‘ political insanity’ which we see 
coming on our Government.” 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (9) of the 16th December, referring to the release of 
Prince Chandrasing from police custody, says that in 
Makes remarks onthesame. honor as well as in justice, the Bombay Government 
. ‘is bound to publish Mr. Birdwood’s report as well as 
the Despatch from the Government of India, in which the local authorities were 
taken to, task for having raised a delicate question of jurisdiction. How is it, 
moreover, that the Government felt no scruples in detaining in custody an 
innocent Prince for nearly forty-five days, while they but lately hurled their 
indignation against an old and experienced native Magistrate for havin 
unavoidably detained a wretched woman in custody for a period of fifty-four 
days? But the most-important question for consideration is whether the local 
Government had any jurisdiction to try the subjects of a Native State, which has 
an independent jurisdiction in the criminal and civil administration thereof. 
Under these circumstances the Prince of Chhota Udepur owes a duty not only 
to himself but also to all his brother Princes and Chiefs of India to get the point 


judicially and formally settled by referring: it to the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council. 


The Jagan Mitra (35) of the 13th December is glad to hear that Prince 


Chandrasing is allowed to go back to Udepur, as the 
Makes remarks on the same. 4 idence brought against him did not prove his guilt, 
and as the Bombay Government had no right to interfere in the matter. (The 


Dharwdd Vritta (32) of the 9th, and the Suryodaya (21) of the 12th December 
express somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Yajdén Parast (54) of the 12th December, in alluding to the report that 


Government have exculpated Chandrasing from the 

Ree eines on the mime. charge brought against him and have permitted him 
to go back to the capital of his father, observes that the evidence produced at the 
enquiry into the accusation plainly showed that he had not made a murderous 
attack on the deceased but had given her some stripes with a thin cane, and that 
it was probable that the latter died from the sorrow she felt at the exposure of her 
own misconduct. Ifthe Prince has been declared not guilty on some such ground 
as the above, the result of the case has been just as the public expected it to be. 
But further comment on this case must be withheld until all the circumstances 
connected with it come before the public. (The Samsher Bdhddur (68) of the 
10th December alludes once more to the opinion entertained by certain persons 
that the British Government had uo right to apprehend Chandrasing and enquire 
into the charge brought against him, but should have allowed the Chief to try 

at 


the case; and is very glad to hear the report that the Prince has been exculp 
from the charge and allow to return home.) 


The Guwardt Mitra (45) of the 12th December states that one of its 


correspondents observes that the R4j4 of Nddod and 
Pech: tohye coments several of his officers have committed numerous acts 
be em gl ag * of oppression; that he (the writer) is unable to 
al describe in full all the acts of the Raja, which have 
injured the lives and property of his subjects; and that the ryots of the State 
are gradually removing themselves with their property to the other side of the 
river Nerbudda on account of these oppressions. The Rajé oppresses some 
persons the more because they complained against his acts to the Political Agent. 
Such persons are usually accused of some alleged offence, and are imprisoned or 
fined. The correspondent furnishes four instances of this kind, and five 
instances in which the R4j4 oppressed the ryots in order to extort money from 
them or to compel them to do some acts which he wished them todo. The 
correspondent further observes that the above are only a few of the numerous 
instances which have occurred. If the British Government undertakes to hear 
complaints against this State, every subject of the R4j4 will lay before it more 
than one grievance, which they have suffered at the hands of their Chief. 
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The States of N4dod and Chhota Udepur are the most rotten of all the States of 
the Rewa Kantha Agency. The Gujardt Mitra requests Government to appoint 
a commission to enquire into the truth of the complaints made above agai 
Nddod, and, if it is proved, to dethrone the Chief and to put his son upon the 
gad. 
A correspondent of the Guwardti (64) of the 12th December observes that 
Mr. Manganlal, the Divan of Navdnagar, is not 
a seca 5 cian’. of independent, but is led by Mr. Bhéusangji and his 
ore, creatures, who mould him just as they like. He 
oppresses all except the Ndgars, who are his own caste-people, and is incited 
by Bhausangji to do so, particularly as regards the Banids. He fines some 
persons, imprisons others, and dismisses the rest, without enquiring into the 
accusations brought against them. It is to be regretted that the Political Agent 
and the Bombay Government look upon this state of things with indifference. 
Of course the indiscriminate punishment inflicted by the Divd4n is cancelled in 
most cases, as the punished individuals. make interest with the- Taifas or 
kept mistresses of the Jam or with the persons connected with his zenana,* and 
carry their grievance to the Chief. T'wo parties opposed to each other have 
’ been formed—one of them consists of the Div4n and Bhaéusangji, and the other 
of those who can make the Jam act just as they like. The consequence of 
their rivalry with each other is that the unfortunate subjects of the State are 
ictimized. ‘The debt of the State seems to have increased since the dismissal 
of Mr. Khirkar. The British Government ought to interfere and to put a stop 
to the present mismanagement, but it is not likely to do so, since it is likely to 
be benefited for the present, if the Jém incurs more debt. 


Another correspondent of the same has heard that Mr. Maganldl, the 
: bere Divan of -Navdnagar, is powerless before Mr. 
oo certain remarks on Bhéusangji, who does:everything just as he pleases, 
administration of Nava- : : ; ; ‘ : 
aogur snl Junkgad. and hence the former is quite dissatisfied with his own 
es position. The Jam should have thought twice before 
re-admitting and acting upon the advice of Bhausangji, who had been once 
banished from the State, and the time is approaching for the Chief to repent of his 
having allowed him to come back. No sooner did Bhdéusangyji arrive, than he 
commenced lording it over the Jam, whom he induced to obtain Mr. Maganlal 
as the Divan, in order te please the Political officers. Bhdusangji has appointed 
his own men in many posts under the State in order that, whenever required, 
he may havea party of his own, and the Jim and the Divdén are said to be 
sorry to see that he has become powerful.—In British territory poor natives are 
sometimes killed at the hands of Europeans and then a cursory. enquiry is made 
and the culprits are allowed to escape without receiving condign punishment, 
the consequence of which is that the lower classes of Europeans exercise great 
oppression over the natives. A similar state of things prevails at Jundgad. 
In September last, a Sowdr of the State happened to ride over a poor Koli 
woman, who died from the effects of the accident. There being no relation 
of the deceased, she was buried at the expense of the State, and the Nawéb after 
censuring the Sowdr for reckless riding, allowed him to go without any punish- 
ment. A cartman in the service of the State drove over and seriously injured a 
boy on the 20th November last. The unfortunate lad survived for six hours 
after the accident, but nobody took down his deposition on bis death-bed, in 
spite of the orders of the Nawab that in such cases every haste should be made 
to enquire into the accidents and to inflict due punishment on the offenders. 
The Native Chiefs of Kathidwir are peremptorily ordered to go to Rajkot in 
order to be present at the Durbér, which will be held there in honor of His 
Excellency the Governor. Instead of wasting their money thus, they should 
apply it to the improvement of the administration of the States, and to the 
Welfare of their subjects. The British Government deserves more blame in 
this matter than the Chiefs themselves who are required by it to contribute 
ge sums for several public works. 


“419 


Municipalities. 


The Yajdén Parast (54) of the 12th December observes that the rate-payers — 

* of Bombay and the Justices of the Peace have selected 
their representatives for the new Corporation, and it 
now remains for Government to nominate sixteen 
members to complete the list. Some of the candidates, 
who failed at the recent election by the Justices, are 
able and deserving persons, and it would be well if 


Government should appoint them to the Corporation. It is, therefore, hoped 
that due attention will be paid to this suggestion. 


Requests Government to 
appoint to the Corporation of 
Bombay some of the candi- 
dates who failed at the recent 
election by the Justices. 


Railways. 
The Ndstk Vritia (87) of the 11th December suggests that the G. I. P. 


Railway should construct an overbridge at the Manmdéd. 

ee 0 i Station to enable the passengers to go from the plat- 
oes r form on one side of the line to that on the other, as 
they have at present to cross the Ime at great personal risk. The Vritta also 
complains that the third-class compartments of the trains passing between 
Dhond and Manmdd are not lighted even during dark nights, which causes great 


inconvenience to the passengers and encourages pick-pockets to ply their trade 
in the dark. 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 12th December observes that the time fixed 
aati ‘heh the Gant for the running of the night trains on the B. B. and 


fixed for the running of the C. I. Railway is inconvenient to passengers. Before 
night trains on the B. B. and 


C. L Railway is inconvenient 
to the people of Bombay and 
Surat. 


the new change was introduced, the time fur these 
trains was very convenient, as the mail-train from 
Ahmedabad arrived at Surat and left for Bombay 


before 10 p.m. and the mail-train from Bombay reached 
Surat and started for Ahmedabad before 4 a.m., and hence persons who had to 
go to Ahmedabad from Surat could go to sleep at their houses for some time 
before going to the station, while the passengers who had to go to Bombay 
could go to sleep in the train forsometime. Now-a-days the passergers from 
Surat have to keep up at their houses for half the night and soon go to sleep 
in the train, and hence there are chances of their being robbed of their luggage 
or of their missing the stations to which they have to go. Europeans alone 
are benefited by night trains, since they find it very inconvenient to travel 
during the sultry hours.of the day; whereas the natives are not put to any 
inconvenience from travelling during the day. Moreover, the hours now fixed 
have caused no little inconvenience to the people of Surat and Bombay in the 
matter of post. It is, therefore, hoped that Government will interfere and induce 
the Railway Company to alter the time of the night trains. 


nl 
Miscellaneous. 


The Shivdji (17) of the 10th December says that some cases of cholera 


Says that some cases of 
cholera have lately occurred 
in the city of Poona. 


have lately occurred in the city of Poona. Last year 
too cholera raged in that city about this time of the 


year. This shows that it cannot be owing so much 


to the Khadakvdsla water as to some atmospheric 
changes during this season. It is, therefore, hoped that the local municipality 
as well as the Sanitary Commissioner will direct their attention to this subject. 


All the papers of the week express deep anxiety for His Excellency the 


Viceroy’s health, and fervently hope that he will soon recover from his illness. 


| D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press, 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 


22nd December 1880. : 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (9) of the 20th December, referring to the Honorable 

: Sir Ashley Eden’s remarks on the abolition of the 

Comments on the partial import duties on cotton goods, embodied in the 
pe rede: ysis poopy Resolution of his Government on the report of the 
are dhe of ted Lytton. . Customs Collector, says that it is therein in 


unequivocal language, that it does not appear that the 
sacrifices made by the Government of India ‘in surrendering the duties on 


certain classes of piece-goods have been attended by any corresponding 
advantages, while on the other hand they have had in many ways a distinctly 
mischievous effect upon trade, and have caused precisely the confusion which 
was anticipated and foretold by many who were opposed to the surrender of 
this valuable source of revenue. In the Resolution issued by the Government 
of Lord Lytton, containing the financial statement for 1879-80, it was stated 
that ‘the measure now announced—the partial repeal of the import duties on 
Manchester cotton goods—has been adopted in the sincere belief that it was 
required by the true interests of the people of India. The late Viceroy, the 
Earl of Northbrook, declared that in all financial questions those interests are 
the only considerations which the Government of India has to regard. The 
Governor General in Council unreservedly repeats that declaration.” And 
now comes forth the testimony of Sir Ashley Eden that the said measure has 
not been attended by any advantages in any sense whatever commensurate 
with the heavy sacrifices made in 1879-80! But Sir Ashley Eden’s testimony 
is not single. Others before him have expressed themselves similarly, notably 
Sir Alexander Arbuthnot, Sir Andrew Clerk, Mr. Whitley Stokes, and Mr. 
Rivers Thomson. ‘There is also another opponent of the measure in question 
in the person of Dr. W. W. Hunter, who, though regarded as the official 
apulogist of the Government of Lord Lytton, found it necessary to condemn in 
unreserved terms the partial repeal of the import duties on Manchester cotton 
goods. In his recent lecture at Edinburgh, he distinctly stated that the 
jealousy on the part of Lancashire of the rising manufacturing industry of 
Bombay, and the anxiety of Lord Lytton and Sir John Strachey to do every- 
thing in their power for securing the interests of their employers and political 
friends at the recent general elections, had alone dictated that measure, and 
that the alleged regard for the interests of India was nothing more or less 
than a pretext. Sir Alexander Arbuthnot’s minute, protesting against the 
repeal, is also very remarkable. He says: “ Nor is the impression to which 
I allude confined to the unofficial classes. Itis equally shared by the great 
body of the official hierarchy throughout India. I am convinced that I 
do not overstate the case when I affirm my belief that there are not at the 
present time a dozen officials in India who do not regard the policy 
which has been adopted in this matter as a policy which has been adopted 
not in the interests of India, not even in the interests of England, but in 
the interests, or the supposed interests, of a political party, the leaders of 
which deem it necessary at any cost to retain the political support of the cotton 
manufacturers in Lancashire.” And yet Lord Lytton would have the world 
believe that his administration of Indian affairs during his Viceroyalty was 
always carried on in the sincere belief, that his policy, whether domestic or 
foreign, was in the true interests of the people of India! The shamelessness of 
the defence is only equalled by its barefaced audacity. Now that Lord Lytton 
and Sir John Strachey have been thoroughly found out and exposed even by 
their friends, the Prakdsh trusts that their successors will lay to their heart the 


great moral to be derived from the political crime and the consequent demoral- 
ization of those two unscrupulous statesmen. 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 20th December says : “ It is curious to see how 
fashion and taste are undergoing changes among 

Suggests that the duty on Anglo-Indian ladies. The desire for silver ornaments 
ae ma a Phono of Indian workmanship is growing fast and wide 
be abolished. among them. Silver bangles, which none but native 
ladies in low-class stations of life would put on, are 


eagerly bought and worn by European ladies in high positions of life; while 
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strings of hollow silver balls of various sizes around their necks are found to 
have become fashionable among them. It is also not unusual (though this is 
yet rare) to see some ladies with anklets of hollow silver balls on, having little 
stones in them making a jingling noise when in motion, similar to those put on 
by the native nautch girls. All this shows where fashions and taste are tending 
to. Native ladies, therefore, need not be ashamed of their jewelry and orna- 
ments. If the duty on silver-work imported into England were taken away, 
we make no doubt that Indian divenniihe would have a fine opportunity of 
bringing their wares to the notice of English and other European ladies, and 
bringing about a revolution in European taste. Such a revolution would send 
up the price of silver, give great impetus to the indigenous industry of the 
country, and tend to set sterling exchange to par. Why do not our leaders 
move the British Parliament for the abolition of the duty on silver-work as 


some compensation to India for the repeal of the duty on Manchester goods? 
The Liberal Ministry can in this way do some good to India.” 


The same says: “ The London correspondent of the Pioneer gives us to under- 
es te ti es stand that the India Office has just sanctioned another 
necessity for creating the fat berth, that ofa Curatorof Indian Antiquitiesin India, 
appointment of a Curator of as if the appointments of General Cunningham as the 
Indian Antiquities as an- Archzological Surveyor of India and of Mr. Burgess 
manned by the Zronew. to a similar post in our own Presidency, are not ‘as 
et enough. We have the Libraries of the Asiatic Society in Calcutta and 
enbay. the Libraries of the three Universities in India, including the splendid 
one of Bombay, for the safe deposit of archzological remains with the Secretaries 
of these institutions-to serve as custodians of such deposits. We have the 
Victoria and Albert Museum as another safe place of deposit with a well qualified 
Curator. Why want a new Curator of Antiquities, unless it be to provide for 
some hungry German or English scholar? Such a waste of the Indian tax- 
yers’ money is utterly indefensible on any principle of justice or expediency. 
We trust that Lord Hartington will satisfy himself of the necessity of such an 
appointment before sanctioning such a permanent charge on the Indian 


revenues.” (The Native Opinion (5) of the 19th December makes similar 
remarks.) 


The same, referrring to Mr. — separate ben grt - ~~ condition of India, 

_, says: “The thoroug ld and uncompromisin 
Pig ekg nal gana 9 pai of Mr. Caird’s Aion appears to ie coun 
Caird’s separate report on the late sensitive Viceroy to the quick. We are not, 
the condition of India. therefore, surprised to find that the Government of India 
should exhibit a womanish spirit in their remarks on it. Lord Lytton, however, 
forgets that a quick and observant mind grasps the salient points of enquiries, to 


which it has been accustomed by the force of habit, in far less time than it would 
take others to do.” 


The Jéme Jamsed (49) of the 20th December observes that it was expected 


that important questions concerning India would be 


_Fears .that important taken before Parliament when it next re-assembles, 
Indian questions are not likely 


sg aargert sp ‘ but since delicate questions regarding Ireland would 
to rece : 
> eset wg pay yen be brought before it, it is feared that the former is 
Session. not likely to receive due attention from Parliament. 


Not only renowned English statesmen but also the 
Premier. himself has admitted that it would be unjust to let India alone bear 


the whole cost of the Afghan war, which amounts to nearly twenty krores of 
rupees, and that it is but simple justice that England should pay a portion of it. 
assurance was also conveyed that on ascertaining the exact war expenditure, 
England would pay her share; but though the cost has been ascertained, 
nothing is now said about the payment of the share. Under this state of things, 
gentlemen like Mr. Maclean, as if to show their fitness to get into Parliament, 
try to show that they are well acquainted with Indian finance, and advocate 
that India alone should bear the entire cost of the war. Since India has not 
dunned England for the recovery of the share, it is feared that the demand will 
hot receive due attention from Parliament at the next Session. Again, Mr. 
Macfarlane has given notice that since the Indian budget is brought before 


5 


Parliament at the fag end of the Session, and snfficient time is not allowed to thd 
people of India to advance any objections they may have to make, the present 
Indian financial year should be altered to the calendar year, in order that there 
should be ample time to discuss the budget. This suggestion is very iniportant; 
and ought to be well discussed ; but for tlie reasons mentioned above, it is also 
not likely to receive due attention from Parliament. (The Gujardt: (64) of the 
19th December records similar sentiments, and exhorts the people to petition 
Parliament to make England pay a portion of the cost of the Afghan war, and 
to repeal the Vernacular Press Act.) 
The Gujardts (64) of the 19th December, in a leader leaded ‘‘ The Present 
: edie diate i a mi ”, makes several er on the 
_ Makes sundry remarks on administration of the country in its usual incoherent 
po a theme style. The insolvency sary Sor 8 to be improved ; the 
Political Agents at native courts are vested with great 
authority which makes the Native Chiefs servile to them, and hence they should 
be deprived of some of their powers ; the country is suffering from great povert 
through the fault of the people and not of Government, which is the best: of all 
the foreign governments ; that India would suffer far more loss than the British 
Government from her invasion by the Russians, who are the most tyrannical 
_ people in the world; that the natives should be given a share of the higher 
ysts resérved for Europeans; that the laws should be enacted with the consent 
of the people; that the salaries paid to high European officials should be 
curtailed; that there should be an equal number of official and non-official 
members in the Legislative Councils; and that the Viceroys and Governors of 
Presidencies should be men of experience. After quoting a passage from 
Gibbon’s history (of the Roman Empire ?), advising the rulers to treat a foreign 
subiect race with due consideration, the Gujardti exhorts the authorities to secure 
the love of the people, which is the best safeguard for the permanency of the 
Government, to treat og re and natives alike, to ighten taxation, and not 


to charge the people with disloyalty. 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 19th December, in noticing Lord Lytton’s 
: speéch at a prize distribution to the Volunteers of 
Comments on Lord Lytton’s London, in which he strongly condemned the contem- 
mae a Freak or Plated abandonment of the Kurum Valley and 
Kurum and Kandahar and andahar, and warmly praised General Roberts, 
praising General Roberts. | Observes that the late Viceroy did no good to India 
while he was in office, nor is he likely to do it any 
hereafter. The possession of Kurum, Kandahar, and other places is the result 
of his Afghan policy, and if they were given up, it would mean that their 
ion was worthless and injurious, and that the sacrifices of life and money 
made to obtain them was a waste ; and hence His Lordship condemns the con- 
templated evacuation. But itis gratifying that the British Government and 
the British and Indian public know full well that his utterances on this subject 
deserve very little weight. It is sv well known that great peril will be incurred 
in retaining Kurum, Kandahar or any other place of the Afghan country, that 
it is not necessary to discuss the subject in this place. General Roberts having 
stated that he achieved success in the Afghan war in consequence of the support 
lent him by His Lordship, it was but meet for the latter to eulogize the former. 
But it ought to be remembered that while Lord Lytton has brought disgrace 
upon himself by his Afghan policy, General Roberts has achieved brilliant 
successes in the war ; and had the latter failed to do so, the policy of His Lordship 
would have met with more condemnation than it has already received. His 
Lordship ought, therefore, to praise the General, who praises His Lordship, 
because the Viceroy gave him a very high office in the Afghan war at the risk 
of dissatisfying others, and placed him in a position to achieve great deeds and 
important successes. 


The same, in noticing Sir Richard Temple’s speech at the Colonial 
Institute, observes that he seems to take a favorable 
view of the Indian finances at a time when the 
people and almost all the officers of Goverament 
consider the financial condition as hopelessly bad. 


Criticises Sir Richard 
Te le’s speech at the Colo- 
nial itute. 


He thinks the terrible mistakes discovered in the last budget as only apparent 
and not real deficits, when the English and the Indian Governments have 
failed in their attempts to make them up. He is glad that the revenue 
of the country is increasing, when everybody condemns the mode adopted to 
augment it. He considers that the material condition of the people is tolerably 
satisfactory, when a large portion of the people complain that they have 
become poor and are suffering from an absence of remunerative employment. 
He thinks that the natives are rapidly progressing, both morally and 
intellectually, when wise persons see that this progress is only an empty boast. 
In short, Sir Richard thinks that the condition of the country and its inhabitants 
has become better than before, that India is wealthier than England, and that the 
natives can compete with Europeans. It would be very gratifying were India’s 
eondition really what he says it is, but Sir Richard is evidently deceiving 
himself. In dwelling upon the agricultural, mineral and manufacturing 
resources of India, he remarked that their developement offered a wide field for 
English enterprise and capital. This remark is unobjectionable; but there 
was no need of his giving an overdrawn picture of the condition of the natives, 
as it is calculated to mislead the generous people of England, whose wrong 
notions on the subject prove injarious to native interests. A true picture of 
India ought to be placed before them, and when this is done, they will be able 
to adopt proper measures to ameliorate its condition. 


The Indu Prakdésh (4) of the 20th December, referring to Dr. W. W. 

- Hunter’s recent lecture on the poverty ofIndiadelivered. 

Pi aggre ee we. We bod in Edinburgh, says that aecording to the lecturer the 
aoe Anglia chief causes of the present poverty of this country are 
the great increase of population under the British rule, 

and the industry of the country being limited to one source of production only, 
namely, land. While admitting these causes as true, it may be doubted whether 
these are the only causes. The severity of the taxes and the land assessments — 
in many cases as well as the processes of the civil courts may be credited with 
some share in at least aggravating the poverty. The evil is further aggravated 
by the almost total absence of manufacturing or mining industries. The 
increase in the cost of living caused by the equalization of prices in the cities 
and the mofussil brought about by the introduction of railways, being unaccom- 


panied by a corresponding increase in wages, adds to the other numerous 
difficulties of the peasant, 


The Subodha Patriké (6) of the 19th December, referring to the same lecture 

0 cua in which it was stated that the condition of India - 
one same’. was distressing and required above all financial justice 

from England, and that native agency should be exclusively employed in all the 
departments of the State, with the single exception of the executive posts held by 
the covenanted service, says that the recent resolution of the Government of India 
with regard to the re-organization of the Account Department is a sad commen- 
tary on these principles and professions, which find a place not only in unofficial 
lectares by individual officers, but even in official despatches and declarations of 
the Government of Iridia itself and the Secretary of State. Dr. Hunter chiefly 
dwells on the poverty of India, the existence of which cannot be doubted, but 


the Patriké demurs to the increase of population being the only or the chief 
cause of it. : | 


The Frabhdkar (3) of the 22nd December, referring to the retirement of 

Mek His Excellency the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos 
tiring ee Se from the Governorship of Madras, says that before 
MES | *  _ His Excellency’s appointment, no nobleman of such 
high rank occupied the post of an Indian Governor. The natives were some- 
What disappointed to see that the British Government appointed ordinary 
individuals to the posts of Governors, and they were consequently not a little 
gratified when His Excellency’s appointment was made. It is remarkable that this 
nobleman of high rank did not at all conduct himself in a haughty or ostentatious 
manner during his administration of the Madras Presidency ; on the contrary he 
was simple and unassuming in his manners. He commenced his auspicious career 


mm India by making himself fully acquainted with the condition of the people 
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over whom he had to rule. For this purpose he visited all the districts of his 
Presidency. It was simply owing to his exertions that the horrors of the late 
famine were considerably mitigated in that Presidency ; otherwise the sufferings 
of the people would have known no bounds. This hasendeared him to his subjects 
so much that they will never forget him, even if he departs from these shores. 
During his whole administration, he conducted himself in such a manner as to 
hurt the feelings of his subjects as little as possible, and partiality was entirely 
anknown to him. The people of Madras say that the Duke conferred ten times 


more blessings on them than what Lord Lytton did for the welfare of the - 


natives; nor can it be said that in doing justice to them, he did anything to 
displease his own countrymen. He was extremely simple at home, but was 
very punctilious on public occasions. He did not pay the same attention to 
the interests of his Mahomedan subjects as to those of the Hindus. Lord Hobart 
was the first Governor of Madras, who paid great attention to the education of 
the Mahomedan subjects. The same nobleman was also one of the first to 
encourage the cultivation of the native languages in India, and to introduce the 
system of giving Government grants-in-aid to the private schools. . The Duke 
of Buckingham carefully nurtured all these seeds of civilization sown by*his 
predecessors in office, and reared them into stately trees bearing sweet fruit 


which his successor wiil be enabled to on oy. It is to be hoped, therefore, that | 


Mr. W. P. Adam, the new Governor, will follow in the footsteps of his predeces- 
sors, and confer new blessings on the people of Madras. 


The Poona Vaibhav (1 td es the 21st ae referring to the same, says 
that there is no doubt that ever since his appointment 
— sebee gongs as the Governor of Madras, the Duke inanad himself 
as much as possible for the welfare of his subjects. It was simply owing to him 
that the horrors of the late famine were mitizated in the Madras Presideney so 
far as they actually were; nor is there any doubt that the Duke would lige 
done much more to save his subjects, if the people’s perfect benefactor Sir Richard 
Temple had not to some extent interfered in his arrangements. It appears 
from all that has been said about the Duke in his Presidency, that His Excel- 
lency was one of the few officers in India who entertain a genuine sympathy for 
the natives of this xg 6 and that the sorrow expressed at his approaching 
departure by men of all classes and creeds was really heartfelt and not assumed. 
The Vaibhav is of opinion that the goodness of the Duke is simply to be ascribed 
to his high birth and not to any other cause; and is convinced that if the 
British Government were to send similar men of noble birth to this country 
instead of those of humble birth, British rule would become even more accept- 
able to the natives than it now is. 


The Samsher Bdhddur (68) of the 17th December observes that several 

_ Governors of Bombay who travelled in K4éthi4wdr did 
——— —. = P ma not trouble themselves beyond enjoying themselves 
at his visit to Kithifede. on the journey, looking simply at the outward improve- 
ments of the Native States and speaking a few kind 

words to the Chiefs ; but by their doing so, the States have not been benefited, 
while they have been put to a good deal of expense for entertaining their 
Excelleneies. Sir James Fergusson is not of the same stamp; His Excellency 
seems desirous to do all that he says, and hence K4thidwér is likely to be bene- 


fited by the visit which he is now paying it. It seems desirable, therefore, that — 


His Excellency should personally ascertain the real condition of not only the 
Chiefs but also of the ryots of the different States; make himself accessible to all 
classes of the people alike, carefully examine how the different States are admi- 
nistered, and make satisfactory arrangements in regard to salt. 


The Nagar Samdchdr (40) of the 11th December disapproves of His 
Excellency Sir James Fergusson’s having interrupted 

Phin papas sega of in the middle of his speech the spokesman of the 
that waited on pa sabhé deputation of the Poona Sérvajanik Sabhé that waited 
during his short stay at hat on Lord Ripon during his Jate visit to that city. Itis 
city. so difficult for the rulers to understand the real wants 
and wishes of the people, that they should only be too 
glad to avail themeelves of such opportunities of hearing what the people’s 

representatives have to say. : , | 
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The Subodha Patrikd (6) of the 19th December says that since the first 


. classification of the soils under the British Govern- 
Discusses the land question. Lyont, it has been the practice in this Presidency to 
increase the land-tax at the time of every periodical re-assessment. Soon after 
the riots of the peasantry in the Poona District, however, 1t was ruled that at 
future re-assessments, the tax should be increased only so far that the land 
revenue of each taluka should not amount to more than 33 per cent. of the 
roduce. This ruling was brought into force in the southern districts of the 
Prssdaney ; but it was recently set aside, and the land revenue was increased 
in an arbitrary manner. It appears, however, that the Secretary of State for 
India has censured the Bombay Government for the enhanced rates, and has 
moreover expressed his opinion that those rates should have been diminished 
instead of beimg increased, inasmuch as although the income of Government 
would suffer to some extent by the decrease in the rates, the contrary course 
is attended with hardships to the cultivators and dangers to the peace of the 
country. It is but nght, therefore, that the natives should be greatly thankful 
to the Secretary of State for his kindly sentiments, and should applaud his 
wisdom and foresight. The ryots of those districts, therefore, where the land 
assessments are now going on, should pay attention to what has been said 
above, and adopt measures to get the rates reduced in case they are greater 
than the proportion stated above. : 


The Kalpataru (26) a “ei December, referring to : — wae by 
; : the Collector of Thana to the M4mlatdars subordinate 
ee to him, in connection with the collection of land 
revenue, says that it has no hesitation in saying that this resolution is most 
oppressive and cruel. Does it stand to reason that the same Government 
which came down severely upon: the sowkdrs with the object of freeing the ryots 
from their indebtedness, eald now oppress them like a barbarous and despotic 
sovereign in the matter of the collection of land revenue? The oppressive 
character of the resolution, however, does not end here. It is not only ruled 
that even if a ryot fails to pay the assesssments on one of the lands in his 
possession, all those lands will be declared forfeit, but further that the said 
ryot will be considered as freed from all engagements only if the whole amount 
due to Government should be realized from the sale of his lands, and that other- 
wise the remainder will be recovered from him in the ordinary way ; while if 
the realized amount should exceed what is due, the whole of it nevertheless will 
‘be considered as belonging to Government, and if the latter should choose not 
to sell the confiscated lands by auction but to keep them for its own use, the 
assessment will still be realized from the ryot in the ordinary way! In the 
first place the ryots of the Bombay Presidency have yet hardly recovered from 
the effects of the late famine, and although the Government considers the 
prospects of the season as being on the whole favorable, the ryots are in reality 
in very wretched circumstances, and are moreover steeped in debt. While the 
demands of Government remain the same, the ryots’ income from the land is 
not what it should be; and if the former still further adds fuel to the fire, whom 
should the ryots resort to for protection? It is easy to laugh at the severity of 
the former guvernments in the matter of the collection of land revenue, but 
there would no longer be any reason for doing so, if the present rules are brought 
into force. The Kalpataru is sorry to find from the spirit of the resolution that 
the Government is determined to exact the full amount of the land revenue 
from the ryots, whatever their condition might be. The Kalpataru now under- 
stands, however, from the Arunodaya (20) of Thana, that the said resolution has 
been cancelled, and hopes that that statement is true. 


The Suryodaya (21) of the 20th December is informed by the Collector of 
Thana that one of the new rules for the collection of © 

Ra sg the circular order the land revenue to the effect that ‘in default ‘of 
with regard to the colleci, timely payment the land shall be declared forfeit ” has 
of land revenue. 6 been already rescinded by Government Resolution 
} No. 4949 of the 18th of September last, and that con- 
sequently the land revenue will be collected exactly as before. The new rules 
applied not only to Thana as was supposed by some of the papers, but to the 


whole Presidency. The Resolution referred to above was passed on the strength 
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of the representations made by the Assistant Collector of Khdndesh and the 
Collector of Ahmednagar, that the new rules were somewhat. harsh, and on the 
Commissioner, C. D., having expressed the same opinion. 


A correspondent of the Native Opinion (5) of the 19th December, comment- 

ing on sections 24 to 33 of the Deccan Agriculturists’ 

Comments on ee ang Belief Act, says that these sections have considerably 
yi “tthe D. A. RB. Act. increased the already numerous difficulties placed by 
‘Act 10 of 1877 in the way of the creditor’s recover- 

ing his money from the debtor. They have only served to destroy the little 
credit which the ryot still had with the sowkdr. Section 29 declares that the 
immovable property of an insolvent ryot shall remain under the management 
of the Collector, and that the movables shall go towards the payment of the 
debts, except what is absolutely necessary for the maintenance of the ryot and 
his family. What valuable movable property is the wretched ryot likely to 
have, and what is it likely to be worth? It will not even suffice to maintain 
him, much less can it be of any use for the payment of his debts. Now with 
regard to section 44, if an Arbitrator forwards an agreement to a court, and the 
party concerned appears before the Subordinate Judge within one month from 
the time when the notice was served on him, and declares that he did not draw 
up the agreement at all, and the Subordinate Judge on enquiry is convinced of 
the truth of his statement, the utmost thing the latter can do is to refuse to 
file the document. What should the plaintiff do in such a case? It may be 
said that he should file a suit in the civil court. True, he may even do so; 
but it should be remembered that by section 46 the civil court is debarred from 
accepting the plaint, unless the plaintiff produces a certificate from the Arbitrator. 
But as “‘ denial of having made the agreement” is not one of the four grounds 
on which the Arbitrator can grant a certificate according to section 46, he may 
refuse to give it to the plaintiff on the ground that he has no authority to do 
so. In short, the plaintiff will, on account of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief 


Act, be at a loss where to seek redress, and will thereby be ruined. These are 
the blemishes of the said sections. 


The Indu Prakash (4) of the 20th December says : “ In Friday’s discussion 
_ our worthy citizen Mr. Navroji Fardunji produced a 
Comments on the police statement made from official records, showing that 
ea a Municipality. our local Government has been acting in direct contra- 
| vention of the Resolution of the Government of India. 
It seems we are entitled to have one-fourth of our police expenses defrayed 
from the Imperial t . And how much does Government pay? In the 
beginning, and that only for one year, it paid its proper quota. From the very 
next year it began to pay less; and for some years, it refused to pay anything 
at It was by dint of memorializing that it was persuaded to resume its 
payment, and then it grudgingly consented to pay what after all did not 
amount to one-fourth of the police expenses. So that from 1866 till now, the 
Municipality has received Rs. 10,61,000, whereas it ought to have received 
Rs. 15,50,000, thus sustaining a loss of the trifling sum of five lacs!” 


The Bombay Samdchér (48) of the 20th December observes that the Bombay 
Approves of the decision _.20Vermment: have taken two objectionable steps in 
- ieaten Municipality regard to the C. D. Act in Bombay—they have in- 
to memorialize the Supreme troduced it against the wishes of a very large number 
Government against the deci- of the people of that city and have thrown upon them 
sion of the Bombay Govern- » portion of the cost of working it, without the 
ment in the matter of the = : ° 
police grant. consent of the Corporation. The Resolution of Gov- 
ernment to deduct 15,000 rupees from the police 
grant 1s objectionable on more than one account. The Supreme Government 
have made and settled the amount of the police grant, and it is beyond the 
jurisdiction of the Bombay Government to vary it. Secondly, the Municipal 
Act prohibits Government from interfering with the financial administration 
ofthe Municipality. Thirdly, the Supreme Government have made police 
grants not only to Bombay but also to Calcutta, Madras and some other cities ; 
and while the latter places receive the full amount of the grants, there is no 


good reason why the Bombay Government should make any deduction from 


10 

the grant made to Bombay. Great injustice has been done to this city in thé 
matter of this grant. Government have decided to make police grants to thé 
above-mentioned cities amounting to one-fourth of the cost of the police incurred 
by their eee Corporations, and all of them get the grants accordingly. 
Sir Philip Wodehouse once unjustly suspended the payment of the grant, but 
the Supreme Government ordered him to continue it. As shown by Mr. 
Navroji Fardunji, the Bombay Government have on several occasions reduced 
the amount of the grant, and the Corporation has not hitherto received five 
lacs of rupees according to the original grant. The advice tendered to the 
Corporation by Dr. Pinkerton and Mr. Peterson not to send a memorial on the 
subject to the Supreme Government but to remain satisfied with the decision of 
the Bombay Government, which should be requested to re-consider it, does not; 
therefore, appear to be acceptable. _ 


The Yajddn Parast (54) of ~ — soap dey a late Secre- 
: ; : of State for India having ord: that the Cotton 
ors “tay of the Cotton pues Department and ie” duty levied on the ex- 
uds Bill. - | : : ; 
_ portation of cotton should be abolished, at the same 
time stating that he had no objection if the provisions for thé prevention of 
frauds in the cotton trade were kept in existence, the Bombay Government have 
abolished the department and the duties ; but that a Bill has been nevertheless 
introduced into the Bombay Legislative Council to revive the Cotton Frauds 
Act. It must, however, be remarked that the new garb in which the Act is to 
be brought out will never be acceptable to merchants, since they have con- 
demned the very principle of the law, and will never be satisfied, unless it is 
wholly repealed. It.is to be regretted that the legislature wants to put a new 
check over the trade of Bombay, when it is desirable that in order to make 
that trade prosper, the check y imposed on it should be removed. This is 
the more to be regretted because it is done contrary to the wishes and advice of 
the Chambers of Commerce of Manchester and Liverpool—the two great marits 
for Indian cotton. Thus the merchants of Liverpool, Manchester, and Bombay 
have condemned the law, but the authorities do not care for the public opinion, 
and are determined to inflict this injurious law on the public, who it seems 
must mutely submit to the evil. ' . 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) a the 20th December, referring to the opening < 
me ; e Bhavnagar-Gondal Railway, says that the cost o 

G ey ly gat this State Railway has sveatly iaoented to about 
| eighty lacs, of which fifty-five have been paid out of the 
Bhavnagar treasury and twenty lacs from that of Gondal. With all this expen- 
diture, however, the management of the railway, it is worthy of note, is left 
with the State Railway Department. The Indu sees no reason why Bhavnagar 
should be deprived of the privilege of working the line. As it is the Native 
State supplies capital, while place and patronage go to the British Government. 
What a fine opportunity for the State Railway Department of distributing fresh 
loaves and fishes among its proteges? (The Native Opinion (5) of the 19th 
December, referring to the same, asks “‘ cannot the Bh4vnagar Chief manage to 
work the line he has built at his own expense ?’’) 


The Shivdji (17) of the 17th December is informed by a traveller that while 
Ps travelling by bullock-cart he found that the Rémoshis 
Rimockie doen a ani 2e of each village on the way levied a kind of blackmail 
blackmail upon travellers. from the cart-drivers consisting of from a quarter of 
an anna to twoannas. If anybody complains that the 
villages are under the protection of the Government police, and that the 
+ Rémoshis have no right to levy any tax on that account, the latter do not pay 
any attention to it, and insist on the payment. As this is done at every stage 
of the journey, the sum becomes considerably large if the journey is a long one, 


It is to be hoped, therefore, that Government will adopt measures to prevent the 
levy of this blackmail in future. 


The Subodha Patriké (6) of the 19th December, referring to the success 

a eee ‘on to the With which the introduction of the postal cards has 
Paki aaa * been attended in this country, says that, being small 
in size and what is written thereon being open to 
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ublic view, the cards are very inconvenient for use, although their cheapness 
hal been a great inducement to the public, and the experiment has been so far 
a success. They are useless for private communications or for business matters, 
and the Patrikd is inclined to think that if the experiment is tried in another 
way, the result will be still more satisfactory. Instead of issuing these pice 
cards, if the present rates are reduced by half, and the lowest rate for 
letter postage is fixed at one pice, though the weight may be fixed at the old rate 
of one-fourth told, the measure will be beneficial both to the Government and 
the public. It will save the former the cost of preparing the cards, while on the 
other hand it will give the public the advantage of a cheap postal service 
without having to condense their thoughts in the small space of a few inches or 
to expose their communications to the sight of strangers. The Patriké commends 
this suggestion to the notice of the Postal authorities, as it is convinced that its 
adoption will not only be generally satisfactory, but will tend to increase the 


postal revenue. 


A correspondent of the Vengurla Vritta (34) of the 16th December, writing 
from Ma4lvan in the Ratndégiri District, says that the 
Says that the Sub-Judges Syb-Judges of Devgad, Malvan, and Vengurla have 
fe a ork to do, and that, theref t onl 
gurla have little work to do. y any Ww 0, > bnereiore, not only 
, can one of these places be conveniently abolished, but 
it isa question whether there is any necessity for retaining even two of them. 


The Dina Bandhu (8) of the 19th December is sorry that the children of 


the lower classes are debarred from obtaining higher 
Makes aera aio}, education in the Government High Schools by the 
nection. with the Dhana *'8" high rate of fees prevailing in those schools. Tho 
2 | Bandhu hears, however, that the Governmént allows 
five per cent. of the boys in each school to receive education free of charge ; and 
gests that it might be ruled that the free boys should, if possible, be chosen 
from the Marhdtd and other classes. It appears to the Bandhu that some of the 
Brahmin Head Masters of High Schools generally make the boys of their own 
caste free, in preference to those of the lower classes. The Bandhu learns on 
authority that there are some boys of this sort, who wish to continue their 
studies in the Thana High School, but who are precluded from doing so by 
the enhanced fee-rates. It is hoped, therefore, that the Educational Inspector 
C. D. will inquire into their case, and make them free if possible. 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 20th December, writing 
from Nasik, says that there is a rumour in that town 


Hopes that the Subordinate that Mr. Coghlan, the District Judge of Thana, has 
Judge's Court at Nasik will written to Government that the First Class Subordinate 
not be removed elsewhere as 


ehh ii Judge’s Court may be removed from Nasik to Thana 

: } or Callian. Truly speaking the Nasik Zilla is large 
and independent, and wants a District Judge of its own ; nothing can be more 
inconvenient to the people of Ndsik, therefore, than to remove elsewhere its 
court, which was established many years ago, and which is found to be very 


useful. It is, therefore, hoped that Government will consider well before acting 
upon Mr. Coghlan’s representations. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Sdgar (30) of the 20th December, writing 


; from Rdybig, suggests that a medical dispensary 
ec ob ak benpmered should be opened there by Government, as there is 
at Raybag. “pe none there within the limits of about twenty miles. 


It is also suggested that a school should be opened at 
the same place. 


The dkhbdre Sowddgar (50) of the 22nd December, in alluding to the 
apprehension of some respectable P4rsi gentlemen on 

Makes remarks on the Sunday last at Parel by Police Inspector Meehan on a 
o_o = one ae charge oi gambling and to their being found not guilty 
untenable B ewes of ittinns by the Deputy Commissioner vf Police, observes that 
the Police of Bombay holds so much legal authority 

to annoy respectable persons, that the people of Bombay are dissatisfied with 
this state of things. Several instances similar to the above have occurred 


12 


- before this, but they have been compounded privately. But it is to be regretted 
that the gentlemen who advise others to pass over such occurrences as the above 
have themselves escaped from falling into a similar misfortune. If they have 
any self-respect, it 1s necessary that they should seek redress in this matter. 
Though the above-mentioned Parsi gentlemen have at present instructed their 
counsel to obtain redress for their grievance, yet, from past experience, it is 
feared that this case will also be compounded privately. It behoves the higher 
police authorities, therefore, not to delay in enquiring into the conduct of their 
subordinates, and to publish the result of the enquiry for the information of the 
publie. | : Se 


The Gujardt Miira (45) of the 19th December states on the authority of a 


correspondent that the postal boxes kept at several 


Complains that the postal minor stations of the B. B. & C. I. Railway are too 
boxes kept at the smaller <a]] to hold more than a few letters, and if two or 
stations of the B. B. & C. I. 


; } three new rs are posted in one of them, no room 
eT is left to nae ny letters. A copy of the Temes of — 
India can be thrown into it with difficulty. If this statement be*true, it 
behoves the Postal authorities to remove these boxes, and to place larger ones 
in their stead. | | 

The Hitechhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 23rd December complains that 


the toll-colleectors on the Local Fund roads in the Kaira 


r ene ere — —_— District levy toll on a cart at more than one toli-gate 
objectionable are levi : ; 7 7 
pa ta 1 bailt from the When it travels over a long distance in a single day. 


Local Funds of theKaira Dis. ey also levy toll on carts which happen simply to 
trict. on cross a road. It behoves the authorities, therefore, to 
prohibit these objectionable levies. 


Native States. 


The A’rydvarta (42) of the 18th December, referring to the release of Prince 


Chandrasing from police custody, says that it is just 

Pose Shee’ the — what was expected, because the Prince could not be 
Dolce custody. ~=—S~S~*S*« Fd CCing to British law. If such was the case, 
why did the Bombay Government undertake the 

ea at all? If it was for the purpose of enabling them to exercise greater 
control over the state, it is difficult to understand what.is to be gained by 
making the Native Princes more dependent than they now are. The Govern- 
ment is convinced of their good faith and the Indian Viceroys and other high 
_ Officers have several times publicly expressed that conviction. Why then did 
the Bombay Government undertake the inquiry? It has only incurred the 


displeasure of the people by doing so. I[t would be well if the Resolution of the 
Government on this case were published. 


The Khandesh Varbhav (41) of the 17th December is glad to find that the 


Chota Udepur inquiry has ended in a satisfactor 

aane oe Se some. manner, by that Prince Chadrasing has been me tae 
from police custody. It is to be, regretted, however, that Mr. Birdwood’s 
report has not been placed before the public. It was ramoured some time ago 
that that report was unfavorable to the accused, but there seems to be little 
truth in that rumour, since the Government has thought fit to release the Prince. 
If such should be the case, it would be but doing justice to Mr. Birdwood to 
contradict that rumour. On the contrary if the report is really unfavorable as 
was rumoured, it is not the less necessary to publish it, as it would show to the 
public the circumstances that led the Judge to that conclusion, and would serve 
to bring out his character as an impartial Judge into bold relief inasmuch 
as he was not in the least inclined towards leniency on account of the high 
position of the accused. In either case it would be proper to publish the 
report. Its non-publication would only create a suspicion that it was not 
impartial. Itis necessary, however, that the people should know how far they 
are justified in placing that confidence in Mr. Birdwood which they have been 
hitherto accustomed to do. Although the inquiry has ended satisfactorily, 


it is n that one or two points should be carefully attended to, It must 
be known what steps the Government is going to take against those witnesses 
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who swore to false statements against the Prince. Many of them belon 

to the Prince’s household. It is generally the case that the servants an 
retainers of the Native Princes are eetenily attached to them, so much so 
that in the present case they would not have ventured to give any evidence 
against the Prince, even if he had really committed the crime and they had 
been eye-witnesses to it. It is, therefore, necessary to know what influences 
were brought to bear upon them to induce them to give false evidence against 
their innocent liege-lord. It is quite clear that they would not have ventured 
upon such D4modarpant*-like ingratitude without the operation of some subtle 
influences. Those of the Prince’s retinue who were concerned in this wicked- 
ness will of course be duly punished for it by the Raja of Udepur; but it is 
equally necessary that the Government should do the same in the case of their 
own servants, be they of high or low degree. IfGovernment should sympathize 
with them on this occasion, it would only look like applying salt to a sore. 
The friendly relations between the Udepur Durbédr and the British Government 
are of long standing ; and it is no small disgrace to the Raja that his son should 
be accused and tried in the manner he was. It would, therefore, be highly 
gratifying to the Raja if the Government should duly punish all those who were 
foremost in bringing about the crisis against his son, and if it should publicly 
express its joy at the exculpation of the Prince. In conclusion, the Vaibhav 
advices the Government to be more careful in future in its dealings with the 
Native Princes, and not to venture upon any step without looking full well to 
its consequences beforehand, because the frequency of occurrences like the 
present serves only to alienate the hearts of the Native Princes without confer- 
ring any benefit on the Government. 


The Nagar Samdchér (40) of the 18th December is glad to hear that Prince 

Chandrasing has been released from police custody, 

ee but asks, who will pay the sum of about 50,000 rupees 
spent on this inquiry—the Raja of Chota Udepur or the Bombay Government? 


The Shivdjt (17) of the 17th December is glad to hear that Prince 
Chandrasing has been released from police custody, 
glthough it is not quite satisfactory that it should 
have taken the Government about a month and a half to do so. Although the 
result of the inquiry, however, is so far satisfactory, it is to be hoped that the 
question of jurisdiction that was raised in connection with it will receive an 
authoritative solution, as it is of the utmost importance to all the Princes and 
Chiefs of India. The Bombay Govérnment had evidently no right to try the 
subjects of an independent Native Prince according to its own laws, and it is 
necessary, therefore, to refer the question to the Privy Council. It is true that 
the British Government has no intention to interfere with the internal arrange- 
ments of the Native States of India, but as the local authorities are not so 
scrupulous in this respect as they ought to be, it is necessary that the present 
occasion should be seized to get an authoritative decision from the Home 
authorities. It is to be hoped, therefore, that the Raja of Chota Udepur will 
not simply rest contented with the removal of the present danger, but will turn 
the oceasion to some advantage. ; 


Makes remarks on the same. 


The Hitechhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 23rd December complains that, with 


, _ the exception of the Revenue Department, in all other 
ee ap A branches of the administration of the Baroda State 
the Baroda udminisireion. 4 Dekhanis and Pérsis are employed in high as well as 
low places. The authorities always try and succeed in 
employing their own relatives, and no rvom is left for the employment of the 
Gujar4tis—the natives of the State. The Dekhanis are, moreover, an idle class, 
and the petitions of the people are said to be not disposed of soon. After alluding 
to the somewhat similar opinion recorded by Captain Scott as regards the 
district under his administration and to his recommendation that for the proper 
administration of the State, Dekhanis as. well as Gujarétis should be employed, 
the Aitechhu prays the Governor General’s Agent at Baroda and the Supreme 
Government to compel Sir T. Madhavrdv to employ the Gujaratis freely. 


#* Well-known in connection with the Baroda trial. 


op three 


4 


A correspondent of the Kdside Mumbai (51) of the 22nd December states that 
in the Patan Mahdl the clerks or accountants of the 
the Divan of Gdekw4d Government exact forced labour from the 


of the Pian Seidl deb, ee W for carrying not only the Government 


ccssdihna dh teceek telier. records but also their own private luggage, and pay 

| no to the poor labourers. This 1s great injustice 
to these people, who do not hold any village lands for rendering the service. 
In the village of Adia, which is about ten miles distant from Pdtan and is held 
in indém by a religious mendicant, forced labour is exacted from the Banyas to 
repair the roofs of the Government buildings. The writer exhorts the Divan 
to relieve the people from this oppression. 


The Gujardis (64) of the 19th December contains a communication, the writer 
: of which observes that the visit of His Excellency the 
Observes that the ryots of Governor of Bombay to Bhd4vnagar, Jundgad, Rajkot, 
the Native States of Kéthia- ond other pi is calculated to inflict hardships on the 
European authori- 84 jects of those States. During the last four years, 
et wait thoes States. foaies and disease raged in Kathidwér, and it A only 
now that the prospects are a little improved. But 
intimation having .been received that His Excellency was to visit the province, 
the Chiefs and their K4rbhdris have been oppressing the artizans. For nearly 
one month past, carpenters, blacksmiths, potters, shoemakers, oilmen, bricklayers, 
and tailors have been seized by the police and madetoundergoforced labour. They 
severely complain against this treatment, but nobody redresses their grievances. 
They are not paid sufficient wages, and their families consequently do not get 
sufficient food to eat. If any one of them objects to work, he is beaten by the 
lice. It is said, with what truth it is not known, that the Political Agent of 
thidwar has sent instructions to the Nawdb of Jundgad to provide food and 
lodging to twenty-five Europeans. When the Native Chiefs go to Bombay or 
other places in British territory, they pay for their own food and lodging as 
well as for the salutes fired in their honor. But when European authorities go 
into their States, they have to supply the guests with everything, and are cen- 
sured if they are a little remiss in doing so, or are presented with an empty 
title when they do the work properly. Astonishment is sometimes expressed as 
to how it is that the Chiefs cannot afford to undergo such expenses, but it should 
be remembered that they are required to incur heavy expenses in various ways. 
Every Chief of Kéthidwdr. has to spend one-fourth of his income for the reception 
of the British authorities, and he recovers it from his subjects by various shifts. 
The cultivators of land are now required to pay double of what they paid pre- 
viously as the land tax, and are not, therefore, able tv maintain themselves well 
but are steeped in debt. Whenever any European travels in Kathidwidr, whe- 
ther for official work or simply for pleasure, carts and men are seized and put 
to compulsory labour. The owners of the houses on the public roads of the 
places which will be visited by His Excellency were required to whitewash 
and illuminate them on the day of his arrival. Was this order issued by the 
Political Agent ? 


Municipalities. 


The Indu Prakdsh (4) of the 20th December is of opinion that some change 


in the personnel of the Bombay Town Council is 


Thinks that some of the desirabl . 1 
Se le There are some members in the Counc 


Cleans __W2 who have clung to it like leeches ever since the time 

i. ee ee ee came into existence. There is no law at present 

requiring some of them to retire by rotation at the end 

of every second year. Such a provision would be very salutary for the 

purpose of introducing new strength into the Council. A change in this 
respect is highly desirable to make the Town Council a really efficient body. 


The Bombay Samédchdr (48) of the 23rd December observes that it is well 

_._ known that great delay occurs in the arrival of fire- 

Pe - Municipality engines on the occasions of fires in Bombay, and that 

fhe pes otc sea -before their arrival, the buildings on fire are generally 
tiations in the city. | totally destroyed. This ha t of th 

ns in the city. y des ppens on account of the 
want of rapid communication between the several 
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police stations. Long discussions have been held before in the Town Council 
on this subject ; and it was once decided that the several stations should be 
connected with one another by means of the electric telegraph, but nothing 
practical has been hitherto done in the matter. The new invention of the 
telephone is less costly and more convenient than the telegraph, and ought to 
be utilized to connect the different stations. While the former can be worked 
by illiterate persons, the latter requires a special training for its working. The 
Corporation is, therefore, requested to use the telephone to connect the several 
police stations with one another. | 


Railways. 

The Hitechhu (47) of Ahmedabad of the 23rd December complains that the 
mixed train from Surat to Ahmedabad is lighted as 

ests the Traffic Mana- Jooards the first and second class carriages only, 

ger of eo B. B. & 0. 1 Rail-. TOOTS Me 
way to light’ the third class While the third class passengers have to pass their 
iages of the mixed train time in the dark. There are generally upwards of 
from Surat which arrives seventy-five passengers in each third class carriage, 


at Memdabad at nightfall. and in the dark they run the risk of their luggage 
being stolen or tampered with. | 


Miscellaneous. 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 19th December announces that it is to cease 
i hina Os at the end of the current month, the present number 

0 CO NT ORE being the last. It is, however, to appear in another 
shape under the name of the Mahratta from the 1st of January next: 


The Dnydn Sagar (30) of the 20th December says that the preliminary 
_. . inquiry in connection with the late Kisrul dacoity 
Gives farther details in (ase, which was carried on before the extra officer from 
connection with the Kisrul e - 
deenly een. the 25th of November last, ended on the 1dth of 
December, and that twenty-seven of the accused have 
been committed to the Sessions. It appears that accused No. 2, by name 
Rambhat, is a very credulous man, and believed that Chima Saheb Maharaj still 
lived. It so happened that this man was visited by a native of the Sdtdra 
District named Anndbuvd, who further informed him that Chima Saheb was really 
alive and wandered about, disguished as a Gosdvi (an ascetic), in the Desai’s 
Vadi and other districts. Rambhat thereupon, together with some of his asso- 
ciates, formed the resolution of collecting a large sum of money by means of 
dacoities, and with its aid of engaging the services of a band of man for the 
purpose of assassinating the principal European and native officers of the 
Kolh4pur State, and seating the supposed Chima Saheb on the gddi. He then 
commenced collecting men and weapons; while some of the men engaged b 
Anndbuvé committed the Kisrul dacoity on the night of the 2nd of November. 
-Rémbat thereupon collected his men together in a temple on the evening of the 
7th of November with the intention of attacking the European officers. Some 
of them had armed themselves, but when they arrived there, the said officers 
had already left the place. It was then resolved to carry out their intention 
the next Sunday. But in the mean time the men concerned in the dacoity were 
apprehended by the police, and the whole plan became known to the authorities. 
The principal charges against the accused persons are those under Sections 121 
and 122 of the Indian Penal Code. The police have proclaimed a reward of 
Rs. 200 to avy one who will give information as to the whereabouts of Anndbuva 
Kalambikar, and of Rs. 50 for each of ten other individuals. 


D. R. TARKHADKAR, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
29th December 1880. _ 
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